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OYA youth in the community celebrate graduations 

   
By OYA Communications 
July 26, 2016 
 
More than 150 youth supervised in the community by 
the Oregon Youth Authority earned their high school 
diplomas and GEDs this spring, capping off countless 
hours of hard work to reach an important educational 
goal. 
 
Congratulations to these youth on parole and 
probation who recently graduated as part of the Class 
of 2016. 
 
Central Region: 4 high school diplomas, 3 GEDs 
 
Clackamas County: 14 high school diplomas, 2 GEDs 
 
Eastern Region: 5 high school diplomas, 3 GEDs 
 
Lane County: 6 GEDs 
 
Linn, Benton, Lincoln, Polk, and Yamhill counties:  
7 high school diplomas, 5 GEDs 
 
Marion County: 23 high school diplomas, 3 GEDs 
 
Multnomah County: 18 high school diplomas, 2 GEDs 
 
Southern Region: 21 high school diplomas, 10 GEDs 
 
Washington, Columbia, Clatsop, and Tillamook 
counties: 22 high school diplomas, 7 GEDs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Graduate Profiles 
 
Ace F., McMinnville 
High School 
 
Ace (on the right) 
celebrated his 
graduation with the 
support of his 
younger brother 
Morgan, also an OYA 
youth. The brothers 
reconnected last 
year in foster care. 
 
Carlos M., Sprague 
High School, Salem 
 
Carlos celebrated 
graduation with his 
foster parents, Eldon 
and Gayle Boaz. Read 
more about Carlos 
and the Boaz family.  
 
 
 
Brian R., Burns High School  
 
Brian earned his high school 
diploma in June. He is from the 
Salem area and has been at 
Eastern Oregon Academy since 
January 2015. He completed 
his senior year at the 
mainstream high school in 
Burns, where his favorite class 
was math. In addition to doing 
his coursework, Brian 
completed a senior project in which he built a day bed 
out of wooden pallets. Brian hopes to attend college in 
the fall and pursue a degree in computer engineering. 
He was awarded a small scholarship from Treasure 
Valley Community College. 

Inside OYA 
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Graduate Profiles 
 
Kodi F., Hermiston High 
School 
 
Kodi F. spoke recently at 
the Community Services 
all-staff meeting in Salem. 
 
 
 
When Kodi F. came to the Oregon Youth Authority in 
2012, it didn’t take him long to realize that he needed 
to change and focus more on something that always 
had been important to him: his education. 
 
“Most kids don’t see the bigger picture as quickly as he 
did,” says Kelly Braaten, Kodi’s juvenile parole and 
probation officer. 
 
He finished his time at Hillcrest Youth Correctional 
Facility intake in less than 30 days; headed to 
Tillamook Youth Correctional Facility, where he was 
named Student of the Month at 
Trask River High School; and 
paroled out of OYA’s facilities to a 
residential program after only 
four months. In August 2014, he 
returned home and finished his 
junior and senior years at 
Hermiston High School as an 
honor student. 
 
“I’ve always liked school,” Kodi says. “Being successful 
in education is the number one thing to being 
successful in life.” 
 
Kodi, now 18, recently started a new job in loading 
and shipping at a Wal-Mart Distribution Center. He 
plans to go to Blue Mountain Community College and 
on to a university to study drafting and design 
technology as well as cultural psychology.  
 
Kodi’s mom, Amy, says his time with OYA “brought 
him out of his shell.” Kodi agrees. 
 
“I was a very big loner,” he says, “but now I’m more 
outgoing and confident in myself.” 

 
 
Karissa J., 
McMinnville High 
School 
 
Karissa J. at 
graduation with 
Heidi Lung, her 
transition JPPO. 
Karissa spoke at the recent Community Services all-staff 
meeting. 
 
In February 2016, Karissa J. faced returning to the 
community after living for two years at Oak Creek 
Youth Correctional Facility, and she was scared — of 
returning to a public high school, of potentially messing 
up and going back to the facility. 
 
Karissa already had shown quite a transformation at 
Oak Creek. She came to OYA as drug-addicted teen who 
was “feisty,” says juvenile parole and probation officer 
Bev Alexander. She transformed into a successful 
participant in the Young Women’s Transition Program 
with three and a half years of schooling under her belt. 
 
“I was nervous about leaving Oak Creek, but 
McMinnville High School is great at working with you,” 
the 17-year-old says. “I realized school is important, 
and I’m really strong about sticking to it.” 
 
Her newfound dedication worked: she graduated with 
honors this spring, a whole year early. She credits much 
of her success on parole to her JPPOs, Alexander and 
Heidi Lung, and to her supportive foster family. 
 
“I have my ups and downs, but when I set my mind to 
something, I can accomplish it,” she says. “If I fall down, 
I get right back up and continue.” 
 
Karissa hopes to study at Chemeketa Community 
College to become a certified nursing assistant. She’s 
currently trying for a job at a senior care facility, but 
she is waiting to pass the background check. 
 
“I was 14 when I did all my charges. I’ve grown up and 
changed,” she says. “Even if it comes up with my 
background check, I know I have Bev and Heidi to 
support me and vouch for me.” 


