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RiverBend Transition Facility employees honored for excellence 

 

Three employees of the Oregon Youth Authority’s (OYA) RiverBend Transition Facility in La 

Grande have been recognized for excellence in supporting the state juvenile justice agency’s 

mission. 

 

They received OYA coin awards, silver dollar-sized medals bearing the state seal, as part of the 

observance of National Correctional Officers and Employees Week in Oregon, May 5-11. The 

employees are: 

 

 Ryan Alexander, supervisor cook, recognized for “always willing to take on far more than 

what is expected. You have remarkably balanced the food budget and somehow managed 

to come in under budget. Your hard work and dedication are greatly appreciated.” 

 

 Donnelle Clipfell, office specialist, recognized for her “attention to detail, diligence, and 

tireless efforts that epitomize the agency’s core values. Your efforts and commitment to 

doing the right thing are welcomed by all with great admiration and appreciation.” 

 

 Steve Stonebreaker, group life coordinator, recognized for being “a constant for the youth 

in a fluctuating world. You hold the youth accountable with respect and communicate their 

needs to the appropriate parties.”  

 

Facility Superintendent Brian Blisard presented the certificates at the facility today. He praised 

the employees for being role models for others and “providing positive development to each 

other and the youth we serve.” 
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In his proclamation of National Correctional Officers and Employees Week in Oregon, Governor 

John Kitzhaber commended adult and juvenile correctional workers for “holding offenders 

accountable for their actions and reducing the risk of future criminal behavior and future 

victimization.”    

### 

 

The Oregon Youth Authority is the state's juvenile justice agency, reducing victimization by 

helping at-risk young people lead productive, crime-free lives. To learn more, visit 

www.oregon.gov/oya and follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/oregonyouth.  
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