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photographed and identified by name. Other youth should not be identified by

name or in photographs.
Four to graduate Friday from Monroe High School in Burns

Monroe High School diplomas will be conferred Friday on four youth during 10
a.m. commencement exercises at Eastern Oregon Youth Correctional Facility in
Burns. Family members have been invited to attend.

The four youth will join 20 others in the 50-bed Oregon Youth Authority facility
who already have high school diplomas, and four others who have GED
certificates. Of those, 18 are enrolled in online college courses.

Speaker at Friday’s commencement exercises will be Peggy Asmussen. She is a
Faith Baptist Church of Harney County member who serves as a volunteer and
coordinates church volunteers who regularly work with youth in the facility.
Volunteers chat and play games with youth Thursday evenings, lead Bible study on
Sundays, celebrate birthdays with youth monthly, and are the largest Christmas
sponsor for the youth. During the church’s annual spring cleanup project to
beautify Harney County, church volunteers have teamed up with youth for the past
four years to paint parts of the facility (the two youth dorms were painted this

spring).

Studies show that high school graduation is a significant milestone, with greater
levels of educational achievement reducing the likelihood of new offenses. In all,
OY A projects its high schools this spring will recognize more than one in eight
youth in its close-custody facilities — 101 high school diplomas, 27 GEDs, three
associate’s degrees, and a number of vocational and other certificates.



One Eastern Oregon Y CF youth qualified this spring for membership in the Phi
Theta Kappa honor society, although formal acceptance is delayed until he is no
longer incarcerated. Another youth who has earned competitive scholarships
received a $500 Bill Cunningham Scholarship that paid for him to enroll in an
additional winter term class; he expects to complete an associate’s degree by
December.

Harney Education Services District provides education staff for Monroe High
School through a contract with the Oregon Department of Education.

Eastern Oregon YCF is one of 10 OYA close-custody facilities delivering
education and treatment to approximately 900 offenders ages 12-24. OYA also
supervises approximately 1,100 youth on probation and parole in communities
across Oregon.
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