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(The Roseburg News-Review published this guest opinion Feb. 28,
2012.)

Guest opinion: Youth Authority finds success through its foster parents

By Kelly Crain

On Mother’s Day this spring, Charlene Hall’s phone will ring numerous times.
That’s surprising because most likely her children will be gathered in her home. All
those phone calls will come from former youth offenders who benefited from
foster care in her home, some as long as 20 years ago.

The Junction City foster mom operates one of 40 Oregon Youth Authority foster
homes across the state. These homes provide stability, supervision and a caring
environment for youth who need a safe place to live while they get their lives
back on track.

Youth often keep in touch with their foster parents because they thrive in these
homes — earning high school diplomas, working jobs, volunteering in the
community, enrolling in college, and becoming productive, crime-free adults.

Douglas County has no OYA foster homes, however. This means local youth will

be placed in other parts of the state — away from family and positive community
supports — if a probation/parole officer deems foster care the most appropriate

placement.

The idea of being an OYA foster parent may hold some appeal, but I'm confident
you have questions:

e Who are the youth? Really, they’re similar to foster youth in the child
welfare system. They often come from difficult circumstances and have
acted out through delinquent behavior. The decision to place a youth in
foster care is supported by the judgment of professionals who work with
the youth; they believe foster care would be an effective stepping stone to
a productive, crime-free life in the community.



e What do | need to know about fostering a youth? We don’t expect you to
have experience working with this population, so we give you one-on-one
training with a foster care certifier as well as DVD training. Ideally, OYA
foster parents are either retired or have two adults in the home, one of
whom works outside the home. But OYA can and does certify single foster
parents, as well as two-parent households where both work outside the
home as long as someone is available to supervise youth offenders in the
home. (In Southwestern Oregon counties, OYA foster parents’ jobs include
teacher, farmer, social worker, landscaper and residential care worker.)

e Would | be alone in this? No, not at all. | will call you weekly and visit your
home monthly. You will have regular contact with the youth’s juvenile
probation and parole officer. If the youth needs treatment, we will make it
available. You will be able to reach us at any time with your questions.

To qualify, you must have a source of income apart from foster care
reimbursement, pass a criminal history check, meet health and home safety
standards, and be able to supervise and care for adjudicated youth ages 12-18.
We also welcome transitional foster parents who can help older youth, ages 18-
25, learn more about shopping, cooking, banking, budgeting and other elements
of independent living skills. You can find more information online at
www.oregon.gov/OYA/foster.shtml or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/OYAFosterCare.

Tim’s story is a good example of the difference foster parents can make. He was
abused, homeless, and stole a car and a gun to defend himself on the streets. A
juvenile court judge sent him to a youth correctional facility, followed by a year in
a residential program, during which Tim learned to respect authority, started
trusting adults and began planning his future. Then, in OYA foster care, he
attended church, developed healthy friendships, got a part-time job, graduated
from high school and completed the terms of his parole. Today he is married, has
a new baby, and is working.

It’s the sort of rewarding story in which you, as an OYA foster parent, can play a
leading role.

Kelly Crain is Oregon Youth Authority foster care certifier for Douglas and five
other Southwestern Oregon counties. She can be reached at 541-684-2622 or at


http://www.oregon.gov/OYA/foster.shtml

Kelly.crain@oya.state.or.us, and is available to make presentations to community
groups.
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