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Information Sheet
Victim Contact Options for PSRB Clients

Purpose of This Information Sheet
The Psychiatric Security Review Board (PSRB) is committed to protecting victims from unwanted contact while also respecting a victim’s right to choose whether to reinstate contact with a PSRB client. This information sheet is intended for judicial officers, attorneys, victims, and advocates to:
· Explain why no-contact provisions are commonly recommended in circuit court orders placing individuals under the jurisdiction of the PSRB (i.e., Guity Except for Insanity or civil commitment pursuant to ORS 426.701).
· Clarify how no-contact provisions are interpreted and applied by the PSRB.
· Highlight practical challenges when victim preferences change.
· Refer victims and partners to the PSRB’s process for restoring contact (see PSRB’s Information Sheet: Victim Request to Reinstate Contact). 
The problem this sheet addresses is confusion about how no-contact provisions operate under PSRB jurisdiction, particularly during hospitalization or early conditional release, and how victim preferences are respected in a legally consistent way.

PSRB’s Interpretation of No-Contact Provisions
When an individual is found Guilty Except for Insanity (GEI) or civilly committed under ORS 426.701, the court may include a no-contact provision prohibiting direct or indirect contact with identified victims. Key points:
· Modifiable by the PSRB: Once the PSRB assumes jurisdiction, the circuit court’s authority ends (ORS 161.327(6)). No-contact provisions in the judgment are therefore conditions that the Board can modify through its hearing process if circumstances change, including a victim’s request for contact.
· Permanent no-contact orders: If the district attorney or court seeks a permanent restriction, a separate court-issued protective or restraining order must be obtained. These are legally distinct and outside the PSRB’s authority to modify.

No-Contact Provisions During Hospitalization at OSH
Most clients are initially committed to the Oregon State Hospital (OSH) for treatment under the PSRB’s jurisdiction. Important considerations:
· Patients retain communication rights (mail, phone, email) that differ from correctional settings. Hospitals cannot broadly restrict communication without clear legal direction.
· The PSRB does not impose supervision conditions while a person is hospitalized, so no-contact provisions serve as guidance for hospital staff to protect victims.
· Including a no-contact provision in the initial OSH commitment:
· Documents that a victim does not want contact.
· Provides a legal basis for hospital staff to prevent unwanted communication.
· Protects victims until the PSRB establishes formal supervision conditions in the community.




No-Contact Provisions During Court-Ordered Conditional Release
In some cases, the court orders conditional release at the time of the judgment rather than hospital commitment. Key points:
· The PSRB holds an initial hearing within 90 days to establish supervision conditions, including contact provisions.
· There may be a gap between the court’s order and the PSRB’s hearing. Including a no-contact provision in the court’s conditional release order ensures:
· Victims are protected during the interim.
· Supervising agencies and providers have clear guidance.
· Clients understand their responsibilities regarding victim contact.
· After the initial PSRB hearing, the Board may adopt, modify, or remove contact provisions based on evidence and victim preferences.

Challenges When Victim Preferences Change
No-contact provisions can create confusion if a victim later wishes to restore contact:
· While an individual is at OSH, there is no Board-imposed supervision, so no-contact provisions cannot be formally modified through a hearing.
· This can frustrate victims who want contact and create uncertainty for hospitals and treatment teams.
· Clients may be unclear about the status of their obligations if no-contact provisions are modified.

Victim-Initiated Requests to Restore Contact
The PSRB has developed a process to address victim requests while an individual is hospitalized:
· Participation is voluntary; victims are never required to request contact.
· Victims submit a PSRB contact restoration request form (available on the PSRB website).
· Any existing protective or restraining order must be modified or lifted by the court before contact can be restored.
· Requests are reviewed administratively by the PSRB Executive Director in consultation with appropriate hospital and treatment staff.
For detailed guidance on the process, refer to the PSRB Information Sheet: Victim Request to Reinstate Contact.

Key Takeaways
· No-contact provisions are highly recommended in both OSH commitments and court-ordered conditional releases to protect victims.
· The PSRB can modify no-contact provisions once under its jurisdiction; permanent restrictions require a separate court order.
· Victims’ preferences matter, and there is a structured, voluntary process for restoring contact.
· Clear communication in court orders and collaboration with hospital staff helps prevent confusion and protect all parties.
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