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DFA Best Use Cases

• Monitors:
• Long line segments, multiple reclosers without 

communications
• Repeating fault activity
• Line or equipment arching

• Identifies possible cause (failure type)
• Records fault data for software input to determine 

location of fault
• Provides greater visibility into circuits within our high-risk 

wildfire areas



Other Mitigation Efforts

• Additional Weather Station Deployment
• Development of weather event alerts (24 Hr 

monitoring)
• Outage data modeling 
• Improved communications with personnel and 

line devices (Starlink)
• Enhanced vegetation management
• Increased safety patrols



Wildfire Risk



Grandview Fire

Grandview fire started on July 11, 2021
Totaled 6,032 acres
Started on private land, cause still under investigation



Alder Springs Fire 2025

Alder Springs fire started on June 16, 2025
Totaled 3500 acres
Started on public land, was determined to be human caused



Flat Fire 2025

Flat fire started on August 21, 2025
Totaled 23,346 acres
Started on private lands and determined to be human caused 



Historical Fires



Grandview Fire

• Weather patterns
• Little impact to CEC 

facilities
• Initiating First Contact
• Continued line of 

communications
• Dedicated staff
• Internal/External 

Personnel Changes
• Restoration

Challenges Faced



Alder Springs Fire

• Monitor weather/wind
• Anticipate affected 

infrastructure
• Send personnel immediately
• Force first contact
• Embed personnel with 

incident command
• Lines affected had received 

ROW clearing and mowing 
two years prior

• No damage to poles or lines

Lessons Learned



Flat Fire

• Monitor weather/wind
• Anticipate affected 

infrastructure
• Send personnel immediately
• Force first contact
• Embed personnel with incident 

command
• De-energize and re-energize 

lines in concert with incident 
command

• Restoration efforts improved 
due to communication

Lessons Learned



Last Thoughts

• Communications:

• Build relationships with local emergency managers

• Leverage these relationships, understand public critical 
infrastructure and where emergency shelters will be 
organized

• Maintain constant communications with incident 
command

• Utility communications personnel available and 
engaging member/customer base 



Last Thoughts

• Operations:

• Send personnel before fire impacts your system

• Force first contact

• Embed personnel if possible

• Maintain communications with incident command

• Plan for areas to be impacted

• Know your sectionalizing points and impacts



Questions?

Brad Wilson 
Central Electric Cooperative

541-548-2144
bwilson@cec.coop


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22

