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AGENCY SUMMARY 

Agency Summary Narrative 

Budget Summary Graphics 

 
2021-23 Agency Expenditures by Expenditure Type (LAB) 
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Budget Summary Graphics (continued)  

 

 

2021-23 Distribution by Fund Type 

 

 

 

 
 

Comparison of 2019-21 Legislatively Approved Budget with  
the 2021-23 Legislatively Approved Budget 
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Mission Statement and Statutory Authority 

Mission and Vision  

The Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI) 
provides earth science information and regulation to make Oregon 
safe and prosperous.  

Through science and stewardship, DOGAMI is working toward an 
Oregon where:  

• People and places are prepared for natural hazards 
• Decisions for Oregon’s future always consider natural hazards 
• Resource potential is fully understood and responsibly 

developed 
• Earth science contributes to the health of our coast, rivers, 

forests and other ecosystems 
• Geologic learning and discovery abound 

The Agency is guided by a five-member Governing Board appointed 
by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. The Board sets Agency 
policy and oversees general operations and adopts a strategic plan 
every six years to advance DOGAMI's mission and objectives. As 
active members of their communities, Board members provide an 
important connection between Oregonians and DOGAMI’s work. 

Statutory Authority  

ORS 516: Establishes DOGAMI as Oregon’s source of geologic 
resource and hazard science, and outlines the Agency’s 
responsibilities for developing maps, reports, data, and other 
information to help Oregon manage natural resources and better 
understand and prepare for natural hazards. 

ORS 517, 520 and 522: Establish DOGAMI’s regulatory authority for 
overseeing surface mining, oil and gas exploration and production, 
and geothermal exploration and production, as well as working to 
minimize impacts of natural resource extraction and to maximize 
opportunities for land reclamation.  

Additional Statutes  

• Mapping landslides (ORS 195) 
• Developing tsunami warning systems and information in 

cooperation with the Office of Emergency Management (ORS 
401) 

Other statutes pertaining to the Agency:  
• ORS 184: Land use 
• ORS 197: Role in planning and statewide planning goals 
• ORS 215: Geologic resources relative to agricultural land 
• ORS 273: Specific specialty services to Division of State Lands 
• ORS 274: Consultation and archiving relative to submerged 

and submersible lands 
• ORS 455: Mapping tsunami inundation along Oregon’s coast, 

seismic safety of school and critical facility buildings, 
consultation on determining the impact of possible tsunamis 
on proposed development  

• ORS 536: Agency actions to conform to policy of Water 
Resources Commission  

• ORS 537: Coordination with Water Resources Department in 
geothermal matters  

• ORS 401.910: Grant program for seismic rehabilitation of 
certain facilities 
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Administrative Rules 

OAR Chapter 632 

 
Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral 
Industries staff conducting field research.  

 

Agency 2015-2021 Strategic Framework 

The 2015-2021 Strategic Framework provides shared goals and 
objectives to guide the Agency’s progress over the next six years. The 
Strategic Framework establishes five focus areas and sets a high-
level goal and goal-advancing objectives for each area. Short-term 
initiatives are developed during each biennium to advance specific 
goals and objectives of the Governor’s Long-Term Focus Areas. The 
Agency’s Key Performance Measures align with the framework’s five 
focus areas.  
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Natural Hazards Focus Area 
Long-Term Goal: Long-term goals may transition to the Department 
of Land Conservation and Development on July 1, 2022. Create and 
compile comprehensive assessments of natural hazards and 
community vulnerability and promote risk reduction strategies to 
build resilient communities. 

Objectives: 
• Map, model, and monitor hazards related to earthquakes, 

landslides, volcanoes, floods, the coast, tsunamis, toxic 
minerals, and climate change. 

• Collect information, including physical landscape change 
data, and inventories of the built environment, to assess the 
vulnerability and risk of communities to natural hazards. 

• Promote probabilistic assessments of natural hazards to 
allow comparison of risks from all hazards, and to inform 
mitigation decisions. 

• Support agencies and local governments in developing 
regulatory frameworks and tools to mitigate hazards. 

• Collect and distribute data to inform response and recovery 
following natural disasters and preserve disaster data for 
future scientific study. 

Key Performance Measures:  
KPM #1 – Hazard and Risk Assessment 
Completion 

KPM #5 – Customer Service 

Governor’s Long‐Term Focus Area Healthy, Safe Communities 
Agency 2021‐23 Initiatives: 
• Accelerate development of consistent, complete natural 

hazard risk assessments that support Oregon’s communities 
in setting preparedness priorities and identifying mitigation 
actions. 

• Collaborate with government and community partners to 
continue the state’s progress on Cascadia Subduction Zone 
earthquake preparedness priorities as framed by the Oregon 
Resilience Plan. 

 

 
Geologic map from the Hood River area in north-central Oregon 
(McClaughry and others, 2012). Detailed geologic maps, constructed using 
high-resolution lidar DEMs as base maps, identify a number of potential 
geologic hazards in targeted map areas, including Recent lava flows, large-
scale landslide deposits, potentially active fault zones, and active flood 
plains along major stream drainages.  
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Earth Science Focus Area 

Long‐Term Goal: Acquire and organize complete and current 
descriptions of Oregon’s geology, landforms, and geo-processes to 
assess resources and natural hazards, to support healthy 
ecosystems, and to guide safe and prudent rural and urban 
development. 

Objectives: 
• Develop data, maps and models describing Oregon’s 

geology, tectonics, physical landscape and processes that 
shape it. 

• Collect information on geothermal, metallic and aggregate 
mineral resources of Oregon. 

• Develop and maintain earth science databases to broadly 
support the mission of the Agency and other professionals 
working to keep Oregon’s coast, rivers, forests, and other 
ecosystems healthy. 

• Design earth science information products that effectively 
reach a wide audience. 

Key Performance Measures:  

KPM #2 – Detailed Geologic Map Completion 

KPM #5 – Customer Service 

 

Agency 2021-23 Initiatives: 
• Complete high-resolution geologic maps for local problem 

solving. 
 

 

 
Generalized geologic map of the State of Oregon. Geology from OGDC-5 
(Ma and others, 2009). 
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Resource Management Focus Area 

Long‐Term Goal: Administer effective and balanced regulation of 
mineral, oil and gas, and geothermal energy development to support 
the environment, economy, and people of Oregon. 

Objectives: 
• Provide the regulatory framework to ensure beneficial 

reclamation and restoration of disturbed lands. 
• Increase understanding of cultural, environmental, and 

economic effects of mining. 
• Ensure mitigation of mining’s impacts, including those to 

water and air quality, habitat, waterways, and slope stability. 
• Improve the efficiency of the regulatory programs by using 

appropriate and emerging technologies. 
• Develop practices and procedures to assist mine operators 

in meeting emerging resource management challenges. 
• Continually improve communication and coordination with 

stakeholders to support resource stewardship. 

Key Performance Measures:  

KPM #4 – Mine Sites Inspected Biennially 

KPM #5 – Customer Service 

Governor’s Long‐Term Focus Areas: Responsible Environmental 
Stewardship; A Thriving Statewide Economy 
 

 

DOGAMI inspection of ongoing mining operations as part of its Mineral 
Land Regulation and Reclamation program is critical to ensuring 
compliance and protecting natural resources. 
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Governance & Operations Focus Area  

Long-Term Goal: Provide leadership, develop partnerships, and 
maintain professional standards to optimize operations to achieve 
the Agency’s mission. 

Objectives:  
• Secure sustainable funding sources to provide for continuity 

of Agency operations and services. 
• Continue to assess and improve Agency performance in areas 

including fiscal management, business continuity planning, 
communication strategies, and customer satisfaction. 

• Seek opportunities for partnerships that leverage our ability 
to effectively implement programs and expand the use of 
Agency information. 

• Support and facilitate the Governing Board’s efforts to 
promote Agency activities. 

• Conduct business and operations safely and efficiently, with 
guidance from consistent and up-to-date Agency polices. 

Key Performance Measures:  

KPM #5 – Customer Service 

KPM #6 – Governance  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor’s Long‐Term Focus Area: A Thriving Statewide Economy  

Agency 2021-23 Initiatives:  
• Strengthen Agency operations by implementing actions 

identified in the 2019 Agency Budget Bill, including: 
o Maintaining business operation practices to support 

the long- term success of changes already in place.  

• Build the Agency’s operational efficiency, oversight of 
operations, and leadership capacity through improvements 
to the Agency’s organizational structure and addition of 
business office staff. 
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Outreach & Education Focus Area  

Long-Term Goal: Provide earth science, resource management, and 
natural hazards information to support decisions and solutions on 
individual, local, regional, and statewide levels. 

Objectives: 
• Raise awareness of, support for, and engagement in the 

Agency’s efforts to achieve a safe and prosperous Oregon. 
• Reach wider audiences with Agency information by 

improving existing or adding new communication channels. 
• Promote hazard awareness and preparedness. 
• Inspire geologic exploration and discovery. 
• Expand the use of Agency information through partnerships, 

collaboration and coordination, active engagement, and 
other communication strategies. 

Key Performance Measures:  

KPM #1 – Hazard and Risk Assessment Percent 
Completion  

KPM #2 – Detailed Geologic Map Percent 
Completion 

KPM #4 – Mine Sites Inspected Annually 

KPM #5 – Customer Service 

Governor’s Long‐Term Focus Areas: Safer, Healthier Communities; A 
Thriving Oregon Economy 

Agency 2021-23 Initiative: 
• Continue enhancing Agency website to improve accessibility 

to DOGAMI information.  
 

 
Online interactive story maps provide context for DOGAMI’s tsunami 
evacuation maps and allow viewers to download PDF brochures for their 
neighborhoods. 
 
  





  BUDGET NARRATIVE 

___ Agency Request __ _ Governor's Budget __X_ Legislatively Adopted Budget Page __21__  

2021-23 ORBITS – BDV104 

Summary of 2021-23 Biennium Budget (ORBITS BDV104) 
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Program Prioritization for 2021-23 (107BF23) 

 

(Geologic Mapping and Resource Inventory) 
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(Geologic Hazards and Risk Assessment) 
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 (Outreach & Education) 
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(SMIF) 
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 (MLRR)  
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(Deposit Liability [Reclamation Funds]) 
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(Shared Services and Administration)  
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(Agency-Wide, page 2 of 2) 
 

 

 

(Agency-Wide, page 2 of 2)
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Reduction Options 
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ORGANIZATION CHARTS 

2019-21 Organization Chart 
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2021-23 Organization Chart — (Effective July 2021) 
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ORBITS Agency-wide Program Unit Summary (ORBITS BPR010) 
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REVENUES 

Revenue Forecast Graphic 
 

 

2021-23 Agency Wide Funds by Source (excluding General Funds and Lottery Funds) 

 

GSS Federal 
Funds

$5,772,087 

GSS Other 
Funds

$2,149,316 

MLRR Other 
Funds (Fees)
$3,772,574 

MLRR Transfers (DEQ)
$251,500 
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Revenue Forecast Narrative 

The Agency’s revenue is a diverse mix of Federal and Other Funds 
generated by Geological Survey & Services (GS&S) program 
partnerships and projects and fees collected by the Mineral Land 
Regulation & Reclamation (MLRR) program. All revenues are non-
discretionary and limited to expenditures directly related to the 
project or program. 

MLRR Program Revenues: Other Fund fee revenues support 
regulation of the specific mineral resource being extracted or 
developed. Fees are expected to be equitable across regulatory 
programs where permitting process demand similar staff resources. 

• Surface mining fees: Application and renewal fees for 
exclusion certificates, exploration permits, operating 
permits and an annual production fee calculated per tons 
reported. 

• Oil and gas fees: Permit application and renewal fees. 
• Geothermal fees: Permit application and renewal fees. 

The MLRR revenue projection is based on a combination from past 
biennia fee collections and a proposed fee increase to be effective 
January 2021. Fees are paid by mining permittees and include permit 
applications, annual permit renewals, exclusion certificates and 
mining production fees per tonnage. Fees paid by both Oil and Gas 
and Geothermal permittees include new permit applications and 
annual permit renewals.  

GS&S Program Revenues: Focus will continue to be on acquiring 
Federal Fund and Other Fund partners to generate revenue to 
support much of the Agency’s geologic hazard and resource study 
and mapping. Projections for these projects and other non-General 
Fund estimates are based on prior biennia revenues and anticipated 
changes in projects. 

Key Considerations for Agency Revenue Projections: The Agency, 
particularly the GS&S program, relies on funding sources that are 
highly variable, with availability that is beyond the Agency’s control. 
Key considerations:  

• Revenue forecasts for Federal and Other Funds for GS&S 
project priorities are frequently based on funding streams 
that are not confirmed yet have historically been available to 
the Agency. 

• Other Oregon agencies receive and direct Federal Funds of 
high importance to DOGAMI’s work, including Federal 
Emergency Management Agency pre-disaster mitigation 
funds. DOGAMI partners with other state natural resource 
agencies to provide services and data essential to help 
manage these federal programs.  

Basis for 2021‐23 Estimates: Revenue calculations are further guided 
by these assumptions:  

• The Agency will continue to be successful in capturing 
Federal and Other Funds to support GS&S program work on 
coastal hazards, earthquake and landslide hazard mapping, 
flood mapping, and geologic mapping.  

• Demand for Agency services and need for Agency 
information will continue. 

• Funding will be secured for projects currently in 
development stages. 

• Ongoing projects advance Oregon’s long-term plans, the 
Agency’s Strategic Framework goals and Key Performance 
measures, and are of statewide importance. 

Matching Funds: Match requirement for 2021-23 revenue sources: 
• GS&S STATEMAP – U.S. Geological Survey federal grant has a 

required 1:1 match requirement. Average annual federal 
fund grant is $170,000. 
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Detail of Lottery Funds, Other Funds, and Federal Funds Revenue (ORBITS BPR012) 
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY & SERVICES PROGRAM 

Organization Charts  

2019-21 Geological Survey & Services Organization Chart  
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2021-23 Geological Survey & Services Organization Chart 
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Geological Survey & Services (GS&S) Program Executive Summary  
Governor’s Long-Term Focus Areas: Responsible Environmental Stewardship; Healthy, Safe Communities; A Thriving Statewide Economy 

Primary Program Contact 

Jason McClaughry, Interim GS&S Program Manager, 541-519-3419 

Historic Budget Performance 

 

• The ‘Actual’ for 2021-23 is the budget for this biennium 
 

$0

$4

$8

$12

$16

$20

$0

$4

$8

$12

$16

$20

M
ill

io
ns

M
ill

io
ns

GSS Budget to Actual Performance

GF Budget FF Budget LF Budget OF Budget Actual



  BUDGET NARRATIVE 

__ _ Agency Request ___ Governor's Budget _ X_ Legislatively Adopted Budget Page __54__  

2021-23 GS&S – Program Narrative 

                    

*The 2021-23 = LAB amounts for these graphs. 

**There was a General Fund shortfall in 2013-15 and 2017-19 that required additional funding. 

 

Program Funding and Request 
The Legislatively Approved Budget for 2021-23 supports the GS&S 
program with $2,470,793 in Other Funds and $5,772,087 in Federal 
Funds expenditure limitation and with $6,339,401 in General Fund 
appropriation for a total of 35.0 FTE.  
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Program Overview 

The GS&S program develops maps, reports, and data to help Oregon 
manage natural resources and prepare for natural hazards. 

Program Description 

Purpose: The GS&S program develops and distributes practical 
scientific information that is critical for Oregon’s communities, 
governments, businesses and public to understand the state’s natural 
hazards and resources. Making the information easy to find and use, 
promoting the availability of the information through outreach and 
education strategies, and publishing all Agency work on the web for 
free download, helps ensure that information connects with 
Oregonians – and is used to make informed decisions that increase 
Oregon’s resilience and prosperity.  

Services, Clients and Partnerships: Core program services include:  

• Studying hazards such as earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides, 
floods and coastal erosion, assessing community 
vulnerability to those hazards, and identifying ways to 
reduce risk.  

• Geologic mapping to support healthy ecosystems and guide 
rural and urban development.  

• Conducting outreach, education and engagement activities to 
ensure widespread awareness of the Agency’s work and 
develop tools and materials to help increase usefulness and 
applicability of information.  

• Providing data to the public for use in myriad practical and 
research applications.  

 
Field mapping by DOGAMI staff member identifies natural resources and 
geologic hazards. 

All Oregonians are served by the program’s work. Statewide tools, 
such as interactive hazard maps and a searchable collection of all 
published information, provide broad access. The program typically 
publishes dozens of datasets and other information products every 
year.  

The GS&S program business model depends on developing funding 
partnerships with local, state, and federal agencies. Partnering with 
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2021-23 GS&S Program Overview 

the communities and organizations served by program information 
is essential to ensuring that information will be useful to 
communities and will be put to use. Increasing the resilience of 
Oregon and the entire Pacific Northwest to earthquakes and other 
hazards depends on collaborating with the many workgroups, 
committees, and organizations seeking to increase preparedness for 
and mitigation of hazards 

Though Oregon benefits from the GS&S program’s extensive 
collaboration, the program’s business model relies heavily on outside 
funding sources. The availability of that funding is outside the 
Agency’s control, which makes revenue forecasting difficult, and 
creates uncertainty around service delivery capacity. The services 
the Agency provides with that funding also reflect the priorities of 
funding partners, which may or may not align with the priorities of 
Oregon. Initiatives in the 2021-23 budget look to refocus on a 
systematic approach to meet Oregon’s needs for natural hazard and 
resource information.  

Cost Drivers: Agency information needs to provide the people of the 
State of Oregon with the best possible understanding of natural 
hazards and resources in order to be most useful for decision-
making. The program’s primary cost drivers are the highly 
specialized staff, state-of-the-art technology needs, and ongoing 
management of program data to protect the state’s investment in 
developing the data. The return on investment is increased 
productivity, quality of information, and more usable products. 

Performance Improvement Opportunities: Improvements to the 
program’s service delivery systems are being pursued in 2021-23 as 
progress continues to increase the effectiveness of operations 
Agency-wide. These include:  

• Continuation of DOGAMI Information Technology 
improvements. The GS&S program collects, analyzes, stores 
and distributes significant amounts of data that’s critical to 
both the work of the Agency and the work of many partners 
statewide. Continued implementation of the Agency IT plan 
helps ensure the program has the mission-critical tools it 
needs to deliver information, and that data is protected and 
continues to be available as an ongoing service 

• Updates to the Agency’s website to increase access to, and 
improve user experience with, program information. The 
Agency has a Publications Center, an online hub for the public 
to find and download all Agency information and data. In 
2021-23 efforts continue to provide free, easy access to 
information by publishing archived geologic and natural 
hazard information held by the Agency, as well as updating 
the website to make finding and interacting with information 
easier. By making information readily available, the Agency 
also increases its efficiency and transparency in responding 
to public record requests and other requests for information.  

Program Justification & Link to Long-Term Focus 
Areas 

Oregon’s spectacular landscapes come with natural hazards that put 
people, places and resources at risk. Understanding those hazards, as 
well as the state’s diverse geology, helps make Oregon a safer and 
healthier place. The goals of the GS&S program are to:  

• Create and compile comprehensive assessments of natural 
hazards and community vulnerability and promote risk 
reduction strategies to build resilient communities. 
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• Acquire and organize complete and current descriptions of 
Oregon’s geology, landforms, and geo-processes to assess 
resources and natural hazards, to support healthy 
ecosystems, and to guide safe and prudent rural and urban 
development. 

• Provide earth science, resource management, and natural 
hazards information to support decisions and solutions on 
individual, local, regional, and statewide levels. 

The GS&S program directly contributes to the Governor’s Healthy, Safe 
Communities and Responsible Environmental Stewardship focus areas 
by providing Oregon with the best available science and practical 
tools for increasing resilience to natural hazards and managing 
natural resources. Ensuring that scientific information is easy to use 
and freely available – for the benefit of the public and for the many 
local, state, and federal agencies that use DOGAMI information for 
their work.  

The program connects to the Thriving Oregon Economy focus area by 
expanding understanding of the state’s mineral resource potential, 
and associated economic development and employment 
opportunities, through geologic mapping and studies. Geologic 
mapping and research also provide groundwater resource 
information critical for agricultural sector investments and 
development. 

Program Performance 
Program performance has been tracked via Key Performance 
Measures for hazard and risk assessment completion (KPM #1); 
detailed geologic map completion (KPM #2) and customer service 
(KPM #5). 

Enabling Legislation  
The program is mandated under ORS Chapter 516–Department of 
Geology and Mineral Resources. 

Funding Streams 
The GS&S program is funded through the General Fund, Federal 
Funds, and Other Funds. These Federal and Other funds are 
generated by project contracts and grants from federal, state and 
local government agencies. General fund also supports the Agency 
indirect activities. Due to economic affects, the Agency is at risk of 
variability and dependency of Federal and Other funding that is used 
to support technical staff. Federal and Other Funds availability may 
be enhanced with leveraging of General Fund. 

Comparison to 2019-21 Funding 
This 2021-23 budget increases the overall Agency’s GS&S Program 
total funding support from 2019-21 actual results by $4,948,726. 
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Geological Survey & Services Program Unit Narrative 

Geological Survey & Services Program 
Unit Narrative 
• 2021-23 Expenditures: $14,582,281 

o $6,339,401 GF 
o $2,470,793 OF 
o $6,309,661 FF 
o 23 Positions, 22.62 FTE  

• The program is 56.5% funded by Federal Funds and Other 
Funds. Economic changes as a result of COVID-19 may reduce 
grant funding opportunities.  

• Revenue Sources: Federal Funds, Other Funds, and General 
Funds.  

o Source of Funds: General Fund Allotment, Other Funds 
(Grants), and Federal Funds (Grants) 
 Federal Funds include: 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) 

• United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) 
o Required Match: One USGS Grant, 50% GF Match 
o Programs Funded by Revenue Sources: All GS&S 

programs including mapping and lidar for landslide 
inventory & susceptibility, flood & channel migration, 
earthquake and seismic hazards, tsunami & coastal 
erosion, and geological & mineral resources.  

o General Limits on Use of Funds: Federal Funds and Other 
Funds can only be used to support contracted work and 
allowable indirect costs.  

o Basis for 2021-23 estimates:  

• There are no new known proposed laws that affect the 
program.  
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Geological Survey & Services Packages  

Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary (ORBITS BPR013) 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 GS&S Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 

Package Description:   This package reflects technical budget adjustments from prior biennia, which corrects the budgets from Other Funds and 
Federal Funds to match where the actual expenditures are charged.  

Analysts Recommendation: Recommended 
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Detail of Lottery Funds, Other Funds, and Federal Funds Revenue (ORBITS BPR012) 
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2021-23 MLRR Organizational Charts 

MINERAL LAND REGULATION & RECLAMATION PROGRAM 

Organization Charts 

2019-21 Mineral Land Regulation & Reclamation Organization Chart  

 



  BUDGET NARRATIVE 

__ _ Agency Request ___ Governor's Budget __X_ Legislatively Adopted Budget Page __75__  

2021-23 MLRR Organizational Charts 

2021-23 Mineral Land Regulation & Reclamation Organization Chart — (Effective July 2021)  
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2021-23 MLRR Executive Summary 

Mineral Land Regulation & Reclamation (MLRR) Executive Summary  
Governor’s Long-Term Focus Areas: Responsible Environmental Stewardship 

Primary Program Contact 

Sarah Lewis, MLRR Program Manager, 503-853-5139 

Historical Budget Performance 

 

        *2019-2021 are actuals and 2021-23 is the LAB Budget.   
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2021-23 MLRR Program Overview 

Mineral Land Regulation & Reclamation Pr ogram Narrative  

Program Funding and Request 

The Legislatively approved 2021-23 budget supports the MLRR 
program with $4,218,385 in Other Fund expenditure limitation to 
support 12.05 permanent FTE for the MLRR program. Expenditures 
for the next two biennia are in the receiving Agency, the Department 
of Environmental Quality.  

 2021-2023 

General Fund $                 0 

Other Fund $ 4,218,385 

Federal Fund $                  0 

Total $ 4,218,385 

 

 

Program Overview 

The Mineral Land Regulation & Reclamation (MLRR) program 
oversees the state’s mineral production and works to minimize 
impacts of mineral resource extraction and to maximize the 
opportunities for land reclamation. 

Program Description 

Purpose: The MLRR program permits and monitors extraction of 
mineral resources statewide, including surface mining, oil and gas 
wells, and geothermal wells, through Albany-based permitting 
operations and field-based site inspections. The MLRR program 

ensures, through enforcement of permit conditions or through direct 
reclamation action, that mined lands are returned to beneficial uses 
when mining activity ceases.  

Services, Clients and Partnerships: MLRR oversight continues 
throughout the life cycle of a site to final reclamation. The program 
is 100 percent fee funded. Program services include: 

• Site inspections. 
• Collaboration with other permitting and advisory agencies. 
• Management of developing issues through education and 

regulation. 
• And, ultimately, return of mined land to beneficial 

secondary uses such as agriculture open space, and 
wetlands. 
 
 

 
Stormwater control system at Graves Quarry in Molalla 
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Among those served by the program are mine operators and 
industry, local governments and communities, and state and federal 
agencies. Collaboration with partners is critical to the success of the 
program and the effectiveness of the regulatory framework, which 
relies on coordinated review of operating permits and conditioning 
of permits based on input from natural resource agencies and 
advisory programs, as well as identification of best practices in 
cooperation with industry. 

Cost Drivers: The program’s proactive approach to regulation through 
education helps minimize the potential environmental impacts and 
violations before they occur, as well as avoiding costly enforcement 
actions and suspension of mining activity. The staff time and field 
expenses needed to support this approach are the program’s primary 
cost drivers. Expenses can dramatically increase when unforeseen 
issues require additional staff time and site visits. Managing 
emerging problems can also impact service levels. 

Performance Improvement Opportunities: Improvements to the 
program’s service delivery systems are currently being evaluated. 
Development of a modern, paperless permitting and inspection 
system would result in significant performance improvements: more 
efficient operations, more effective delivery of service, and higher 
customer satisfaction.  

Program Justification & Link to the Governor’s Long- 
Term Focus Areas  

Long-term goals of Oregon’s mineral industries are to provide 
essential goods and services, from the construction materials needed 
to build and maintain our communities and roads to energy sources 
that power our day-to-day lives. The goal of the MLRR program is to 
administer effective, and balanced regulation of mineral, oil and gas, 

and geothermal energy development to support the environment, the 
economy, and the people of Oregon.  

The program directly contributes to the Governor’s Long-term Focus 
Area of Responsible Environmental Stewardship by ensuring that 
regulation of Oregon’s mining activity is comprehensive, effective, 
and coordinated among the many agencies and partners who serve 
as stewards of Oregon’s lands and waters. An MLRR permitting 
process that’s efficient, transparent, and fair helps ensure the 
availability of mineral resources and contributes to the viability of 
Oregon’s mining businesses, which supports the focus areas of A 
Thriving Statewide Economy. 

Program Performance 

Program performance has been tracked via Key Performance 
Measures for mine sites inspected biennially (KPM #4) and Customer 
Service (KPM #5).  

Enabling Legislation  

The program is state-mandated under ORS Chapter 517 – Mining and 
Mining Claims; ORS Chapter 520 – Conservation of Oil and Gas; and 
ORS Chapter 522 – Geothermal Resources. 

Funding Streams 

The program is 100 percent fee-based Other Funds. Fees are paid by 
the regulated industry, and any changes to fees require statutory 
amendment. 
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Comparison to 2019-21 Funding  

This 2021-23 budget increases the Agency’s MLRR Program total 
funding authority from 2019-21 by $447,912.  

 

MLRR Program Unit Narrative 
• 2021-23 Expenditures: $4,218,385 OF,  

o 12 Positions, 12.05 FTE  
• The program is 100% funded by Other Funds. Economic changes 

as a result of COVID-19 may influence regulated industry 
activities and reduce revenue. 

• A fee increase is requested to maintain current service levels. In 
the absence of the proposed increase, the program will need to 
reduce staff and services by 20%. An ePermitting initiative is 
proposed for the next two biennia to improve program efficiency 
and increase delivery of service. 

• Revenue Sources:  
o Source of Funds: Other Funds (Permit Fees) 
o Required Match: N/A 
o Programs Funded by Revenue Sources: All MLRR 

regulatory programs including Surface Mining 
(aggregate, non-aggregate, exploration), Oil & Gas, and 
Geothermal are funded by statutorily determined permit 
fees. Under an agreement with the Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality, MLRR receives a portion of 
DEQ permit fees and administers select DEQ water 
quality permits for DOGAMI permitted mine sites. 
Chemical Process Mining permitting is funded by cost-
recovery of expenditures; there is no position directly 
associated to this program. 

o General Limits on Use of Funds: N/A  
o Basis for 2021-23 estimates: The budget is based on the 

fees associated with the projected permit numbers and 
industry production.  
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 

MLRR Packages 

Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary (ORBITS BPR013) 
Package Description:   This package was used to enter the entire 2021-23 biennial Current Service Level budget for the Division. 

Analysts Recommendation: Recommended 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 

Package Description: This package was used to phase costs for one-time budget items during 2019-2021 

Analysts Recommendation: Recommended 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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Package description: During the June 2020 Emergency Board Meeting, the Department was granted an additional year of funding for the 2019-201 biennium, 
as part of this increased funding was moved between fund types and categories to better align limitation and expenditures, as well as increased funding was 
identified to roll forward to the 2021-23 biennium. 

Analysts Recommendation: Recommended 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 

Package Description:  The purpose of this package is to align actual staff classification to budget classification.  Reclassification of –1.0 FTE, permanent Information 
Systems Specialist 4 (Non-exempt) to Information Systems Specialist 5 (Exempt). This position requires higher-level skills and flexible hours to meet program 
need. No financial impact. This position has been in a work-out-of-class arrangement for over a year due to nature of duties required and being performed. 

Analysts Recommendation: Recommended 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 MLRR Essential and Policy Package Fiscal Impact Summary - ORBITS BPR013 
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2021-23 Program 2 - Detail of LF, OF, and FF Revenue - ORBITS BPR012 

Detail of Lottery Funds, Other Funds, and Federal Funds Revenue (ORBITS BPR012) 
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2021-23 Summary Cross Reference Listing and Packages - ORBITS BSU003A 

BSU003A – Summary Cross Reference Listings and Packages 
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2021-23 Summary Cross Reference Listing and Packages - ORBITS BSU003A 
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2021-23 Summary Cross Reference Listing and Packages - ORBITS BSU003A 
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BSU004A – Policy Package List by Priority 
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2021-23 Policy Package List by Priority - ORBITS BSU004A 
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2021-23 Policy Package List by Priority - ORBITS BSU004A 
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BDV103A – Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 

 



 

__ _ Agency Request __X_ Governor's Budget ___ Legislatively Adopted Budget Page __111__  

2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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2021-23 Agency Worksheet – Revenues and Expenditures (Agencywide/SCR Levels) - ORBITS BDV103A 
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