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Quartzville Corridor is
offncnally opened Monday

e

e e

By PETE PORTER
Heraldmg the spirit of cooperation, the
Quartzville Corridor was officially opened
Monday morning with approximately two
dozen individuals present at the newly
established sign at Rocky Top Road
Bridge.

“I’'m pleased with the spirit of
cooperation between the three land owners
on the creek,’’ said Russell J. Anderson,
District Land Manager, Lebanon Cham-
pion International operations. ‘‘We had a
developing problem but I think that the
cooperation has headed it off before it
became serious.”’

The problem was that many individuals
would stake claims on the land and stay
months. One individual stayed two years.

‘“We hope this cooperative arrangement
will mitigate all our problems,’’ Anderson
said. *‘We want to encourage people to
come up and use these grounds.”’

This recreational corridor extends
nearly 20 miles with camping within the
corridor limited to a maximum of 16 days
per 30 day period.

The Corridor includes Quartzville
Creek, the land between the creek and
Quartzville Road, and the Boulder Creek
crushed-rock stockpile site.

Co-operators in this effort are the Linn
County Parks Dept., U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, Champion International
Corp., Western Mining Council, U.S.
Forest Service, Linn County, Oregon State
Forestry Dept., and the city of Sweet
Home.

““The county’s involvement is that we

" ment land eep open
recreational purposes,’’ said Linn County
Commissioner Dave Cooper. ‘‘I think this
has been a really good cooperative effort
on the part of private and government
agencies in this case.”’

Jerry Gray, resource spokesman for the
Western Mining Council, stated that many
areas of the land had been overstaked. He
said that some land should be used for
‘‘recreational type mining.”’

““In some areas lands have been
withdrawn from surface mining unneces-
sarily,”” the said. ‘‘Mining competes with
fishing as a recreation. As a professional
geologist, I'll make the statement there is
not enough gold in the creek valley itself
for anybody to make a living. There is
enough gold in the gravels but there aren’t
enough gravels. Butitis alotof fun.”

Harry Coady, acting district ranger,
expressed his pleasure at this cooperative
effort.

““We have been real pleased with the
BLM and the Oregon Mining Council,”’ he
said. ‘It is neat that this could be set up to
eliminate any future problems we might
have had. Although I haven’t had much to
do with this, I think these people have done
a super job to try to eliminate any future
problems.”’

Coady said the forest service was mainly
interested in the recreational aspect and
mining interests.

Brochures describing and mapping the
recreational area have been published and
are located at the entrance of the corridor.

Quartzyille Creek has a long and colorful

staked and the small town of Quartzville
was developed. Today the town no longer
exists but the drainage contains over 400
individual mining claims.

This area is one of the more heavily used
dispersed recreational areas on the Sweet
Home Ranger District. Gold panning is a
popular recreational pursuit along Quartz-
ville Creek.

The potential conflict lies in the fact that
some recreational miners desire and
expect to have complete access to the creek
while claim holders are not always willing
to share their particular claim area.

Consequently, the four major agencies
that manage land in the area and the other
private concerns are working together to
try to educate users about their rights and
opportunities while panning gold in the
Quartzville Corridor area.

Included in the brochures are several
other interesting facts.

Discharge of firearms will not be allowed
within the Quartzville Corridor.

Users will be asked to help keep the area
clean by packing out whatever is packed in.

No mining claims may be staked within
the corridor. Fishing, camping, picnicking
and recreational mining are not allowed
from Galena Creek Road Bridge to
Freezeout Creek Road because of existing
mining claims in that area.

Linn County leased a 400-acre parcel of
BLM land within the cerridor area in
January to enable this to remain open to
the public, although it is not considered a
county park.
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April 25, 1988
Memorandum
To: Mark L. Wright, Chief, Albany Office of Mineral Resources
From: Minoral Epecialist, Albasy Office of Minorsl Resou rces
Subject: Presentation of Informal talk entitled Reoreation Mining

I we: requested by the Albgny Lions Clab to give & suitable talk et the Linton
Houre Resiaurast at ncon, April 22. The topic chosen war recreation miaing,
1 divided the talk into two parts. First, 8a fatroduction to the Bureau of Min:s
and & short deseription of oar work gt the Albany Offtee of Mineral Recources,
The second portion provided the s of the talk, Recreation Miaing.,  Afte;

8 dictienary definition of the two word:, recrestion and minlag, my defiattion
of the combined terme was precentsd; recvestion mluing i any diversion based
upon the mining or collecting of miscral matter for plescure, and/or upon the
pariicipation 85 8 specinior to past or present mialag sctvitles, This definition
woild faclude weekend procpe: ting and mining, sltindiviag for gold. Sgptny for
mineral specviment in old mise dumps, beachcombing jor agater, fossil collect-
ing. watching the operation of an open-pit mine, and visliing old mintag camp:.

The 1alk brought vut seversl points n regard to the sise and siructare of the
fadesiry. I we view the owasre of fee-digging siter, such a= the agate bedr

in eartern Cregon or the placer sdpphire depoett In weriorn Montans, e mine
cwnere. then we must concluds that they are employing sieve labor with the
slaves paying for the privilege of producing. 1ssesred everyone that svid
mineral collertore are slaves to their bobby. Another point was that recreation
Muugbmmmummmhgmuyummumrm
of profit, | poinied out thet the Butte miners may sell as m:ch ag 2 toss of
mineral samples per year, brought oot from underground fn lunch buckeis. The
Buckwhea! mine dump in I vankiia, N. J. wes slso used a5 an fliuetration of
lost proifte. 1 felr that that dump has or will yield ae moch value In fluorescen:
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March 22, 1968

Mr. W, J. Lilja
Children's Farm Home
Route #1

Corvallis, Oregon 97330

Dear Mr. Lilja:

I am honored to accept your invitation to speak to the Albany Lions Club
April 22, '

For a little personal background, Ibold a B. 8. degree in geology from
Michigan State University. My professional experience includes 2 years

at a research laboratory in New Jersey (while serving in the Army); 3-1/2
years with The Anaconda Company, Butte, Montana; 2 years with Minerals
Engineering Co. (tungsten mine), Wise River, Montana; and the last 6 years
with the Federal Bureau of Miunes, Albany, Oregon. My present position
title is Mineral Specialist. l1ama member of American Institute of Pro-
fessional Geologists; American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical and
Petroleum Engineers; and Scientific Research Society of America.

A good share of my free time has been spent prospecting for, and collecting
of, mineral specimens. My favorite haunt is western Montana (I own an
amethyst deposit near Butte), but I have collected from New Jersey to Oregon.
My collection will be the {llustrated portion and aleo will be the connecting
theme of the talk, which has a tentative title of '"Recreation Mining. "

Sincerely yours,

Jerry J. Gray, C. P. G. 467
Certified Professional Geologist
1420 Lehigh Way

Albany, Oregon 97321




UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

P. O. BOX 70
ALBANY, OREGON 97321

March 22, 1968

Memorandum

To: Mark L. Wright, Area Director, Area VII Mineral Resource
Office, Albany, Oregon

From: Chief, Albany Office of Mineral Resources, Area VII, Albany, Oregon
Subject: Presentation of Informal Talk
Approval is requested for the presentation of an informal talk as outlined below:

1. Organization before which talk will be given:
Albany Lions Club

2. Time and Place: April 22, 12:00 Noon, Linton House Restaurant,
Albany, Oregon

3. Title of Talk!'Recreation Mining"

4. To be presented by: Jerry J. Gray, Mineral Specialist
If the request is approved, a brief memorandum will be submitted following the
talk outlining the talk, size of the group, and any other pertinent data. Copies

of the memorandum also will be prepared for the Assistant Director, Mineral
Resource Development and the Chief, Qffice of Mineral Reports.
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PURPOSE: Study recreation mining in Area VII. Recreation mining is a growing industry as measured
by the increasing membership of gem and mineral societies. The Bureau of Land Management has
removed land from the mining law so that it can be kept open for mineral collecting. One semiprecious
gem stone (petrified wood) has been completely removed from under the mining law. The U.S. Forest

! Service has built a 17-unit campground and is planning another 50-unit one just to service one gem stong
. deposit (Emerald Creek, Idaho - Star Garnet). A concession will be up for bid on this deposit. The

| concessionaire would operate it on the same order as the placer sapphire deposit on the West Fork Rocl
' Creek, Mont. People would be charged a fee to dig. The fee to the concessionaire would cover strip-

. ping overburden and reclaiming the mined land. In the private area, many (Continue on Attechmeont)
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deposits either owned outright or held under a minmg claim are open to fee
digging. The sapphire deposit in Montana and the chalcedony deposits in
eastern Oregon would be good examples of private enterprise in this field.

This study should provide the following information about the recreation
mining industry.

1. Size of the industry
2. Areas open for fee and free digging

3. Problems in administering land with sought-after gem materials
4, Future growth of the industry

5. Value of gem stones and gem materials and minerals that are
produced annually

6. Impact to local economies

JUSTIFICATION: The Bureau is the best qualified agency to provide and analyze
data relating to the above points. The Bureau has not been involved with outdoor
recreation, yet the small amount of public lands that contain collectable materials
probably will be used more intensely than any other land. Probably one way to
provide a better image to the public would be to join the recreation movement and

do the finished study in popular style for both the rockhound and the general public.
A byproduct of this study would be a more reliable estimate of the value of gem stone

‘material produced annually.

WORK PLAN: Collection of raw data for the study will entail )lisiting major known
recreation mining sites, both free and fee; personal canvassy’ of a random sample
of the industry's commercial dealers; and consultation with other Government
agencies such as the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation; and the Chambers of Commerce in Bend, Prineville, Madras,

and possibly other areas.
The raw data will be analyzed and an Information Circular will be written.

1/ Approval will be sought from the Bureau of the Budget for the personal canvass.
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Novemper 30, 1965

Comment - Preliminary Proposul AL-k50: Some aspects of recreation
wining in Arez VII

The subject suggested ror study appears to te interesting, =nd

the proposal itselif is well conceived. However, the provlem

propoced for solution seems to be of relatively minor importance

in the National scheme of thinzs. We therefore doc not reconrend

. pod 7
thyite Jf Ll

Alvin Kausman ¢
Staff Coordinator

the proposal for funding.

I czoncur;

\/
o

W..liam 4. Vogdly
Crief, Division of Economic snalysis

S




December 14, 1963

Comment - Preliminary Proposal AL-450: BSome aspects of recreation
mnining in Area VII

The proposed study of recreation mining im Area VII would have little
applied use for this Bureau. But if carried out it would be of great
assistance to other Government agencies (i.e., Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Bureau of Qutdoor Recreatiom, etc.) fn designating a usage of
government and non-govermment lands. This propesal should be consid-
ered as a pilot study. If sucecessful, it could be applied to other
areas of the country. Such e study bears on the possibility of
developing 2 revenue source in an undeveloped area.

This proposal is recommended for programming. It is also suggested
that ether agencies be canvassed for possible financial assistance.

e

B. Petkof
Pivision of Minerals
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