Rock business is a blast

By Alan Gustafson

Of the Statesman-Journal

PHILOMATH — George Neuman’s favorite
kind of rock lacks a beat, but he sure does dig it.

He excavates and sells almost 90,000 tons of rock
a year at two quarries near Philomath.

Standing on the rim of a craggy pit, Neuman
saw beauty in the boulders below.

“The gray rock is the good rock,” he said. “It’s a
member of the granite family, and it’s a hard, du-
rable rock.”

Durability is a prized quality in the rock busi-
ness. People who build roads and buildings pay
Neuman good money, ranging from $4.25 to $5.50
a yard, for various sizes of rocks.

Neuman said he sold up to 70,000 yards of rock
a year. That is equivalent to about 1.9 million cubic
feet, or almost 20,000 tons.

Anyway you measure it, “That’s a lot of rock,”
he said.

And it takes a lot of blasting, a process called
drilling and shooting, to unearth new supplies of
rock. This consists of drilling a hole in the quarry
floor, as deep as 50 feet, and packing dynamite
charges in the opening. The explosions excavate
jagged rocks, which then are smashed into assort-
ed sizes by a motor-driven machine.

Neuman said the blasting work wasn’t particu-
larly dangerous.

‘:iI?Io more than walking down the street,” he
sai

A former logger, Neuman, 61, worked for an-
other rock-selling business before starting his own
operation in 1967.

“Everything was so high-priced, I figured why
not do it myself,” he said. “And I happened to
know where the rock was — the good rock.”

Neuman Quarry and Excavating is a family busi-
ness. George and his wife, Betty, have 10 children,
their ages ranging from 35 to 22. Five of their six
sons work in the quarries.

It’s a solid business, too.

“There’s always a demand for rock,” Neuman
said. “Rock is necessary in any construction you
do. Roads, revetment — you name it, it’s there.
Without rock, people wouldn’t be driving all their
fancy cars on nice roads.”

People

Name: George Neuman.

Address: Philomath. ]

Born: May 12, 1926. |

Occupation: Quarry owner.

Family: His wife, Betty, and the couple s 10
children: Marjorie, 35; Tony, 34; David, 33;
Jerry, 32; Susan, 30; Tun 29; Paul 28; Peter

t27; Jacquehne, 23; andMary 22. i

Hobbies: Elk and deer hunting. -

Quote: “I guess my real hobby is. work

That’s what my wife says anyway.

People stories are profiles of ordinary poople who symbolize the
variety and attraction of life in Oregon — and specifically in the Mid-
Willamette Valley and coast 2 .;rs It you know people who would
make good People story please mail their names and de-
scriptions to People Edltu. The Statesman-Journal, P.0. Box 13009,
Salem 97309.

*

Not everyone appreciates a quarry, however.
Neighbors of one of Neuman’s rock pits have com-
plained about noise and dust. Their protests trig-
gered a protracted legal battle that led to restric-
tions being placed on his crushing and hauling op-
erations.

From June 1 until Nov. 1, Neuman said, no
crushing can be done at the site. Weekend hauling
operations also are banned.

Neuman bristled at the restrictions, saying they
are symbolic of the type of land-use controls that
have given Oregon an anti-business image.

“I feel like until we get rid of the Land Conser-
vation and Development Commission, this state is
going to keep going under,” he said.

From his perspective, the deep pit will not be a
permanent scar on the land. i
“It can be reclaimed, someday,” he said. “Maybe
it will never be exactly the way it was, but it can be

somewhat restored.”

Meanwhile, more rocks will be mined.

What is the life expectancy of this quarry?

Neuman shrugged, looked into the pit and said
he didn’t know.

Then he smiled and said, “I’'m not going to run
out of rock very soon.”
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AFI' ER FIVE-YEARS

Court OKs Morse Bros. operat/on

CORVALLIS—Morse Broth-
ers Inc. has won a battle to ex-
pand its gravel-extraction opera-

tion near the Willamette river,

southeast of Corvallis. :
‘‘What’s happened is we've
just been harrassed for five
years and finally justice has
been served,”’ says Frank

Morse, president and one of the

principals of the company.

After a five-year battle, ttixe

Oregon Court of Appeals settled

T ——

the matter last week by dismiss-
ing an appeal by Friends of Ben-
ton County to block the gravel op-
eration’s expansion into farm-
land. The local group charged

- the expansion would violate state

goals that seek to preserve farm-
land, reports the Corvallis
Gazette-Times.

But the court dismissed the ap-
peal, saying the group had no
case because the state Land Con-
servation and Development

———

7/+/8¥ D

Commission approved the coun-
ty’s comprehensive land-use
plan. One of the areas the state
commission considers before
granting its approval is the
plan’s compliance with the state
goals for preserving farmland.

Several options

The court’s decision could 'e
appealed to the state Supreme
Court within 30 days, or Friends
of Benton County could ask the
Court of Appeals to review its de-

" cision. Either of those courts

could refuse to hear or review the
case. Ben Fetherston, the attor-
ney for the local group, could not
be reached to comment on
whether there are further plans
to appeal the case.

Morse Brothers will start to
use the new gravel site right
away, says Frank Morse.

‘It now gives us the freedom to
do our long-range planning and
make our operation efficient. It’s
hard to believe we could be har-
rassed for that length of time,”
he says about the court battles.

The company will file a peti-
tion with the court to recover
attorney’s fees in the case, says
Edward F. Schultz, attorney for
Morse Brothers. As of Monday,
he had no idea how much that
would be. He says his law firm’s
bookkeeper would have to go
over the accounts and figure the
total sum.
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