










Grassy Mountain Mine Project 
Application for New NPDES General Permit 1200-Z 

Supplemental Information 
 
 

1. All stormwater falling on the process facility, portal entrance, waste rock dump, and 
tailings storage facility (TSF) will be collected and managed, and not allowed to leave the 
Project site. This will include areas for storage, unloading, loading, and handling. Leaks or 
spills may occur on the access and haul roads. Non-contact stormwater runoff from these 
areas may drain south to north towards the J-H Canal and eventually into the Malheur 
River.  
 

2. The closest natural receiving water body is the Malheur River. Stormwater drains south 
to north in drainage channels through Negro Canyon and eventually into the Malheur 
River. The Owyhee River and Reservoir are closer to the Project site, but Grassy Mountain 
serves as a natural barrier between the two watersheds, and the surface flow direction is 
south to north, away from the Owyhee River and Reservoir.    
 

3. Portions of the Malheur River are ranked Category 5 and are impaired without a Total 
Maximum Daily Load. Stormwater analytical data have not been collected for the site.  
 

6. During Project operations, methods used to ensure non-stormwater discharges for the 
TSF will include: 
 

• A visual inspection of the geomembrane-lined containment channels; and  

• A leak detection system will be installed between the TSF, waste rock dump, and 
Reclaim Pond which will be monitored via riser pipes installed near the reclaim pond. 

 
The Process Area will utilize geomembrane- and concrete-lined containment areas. If 
either of these areas are overtopped, all water from the Process Area will be collected 
within the containment pond so the process water will still not be allowed to leave the 
site.  
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