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Suggested ABS Course Outline
	Course No:   
	

	Credits:   
	

	Date:
	Jan. 2020


Course Title:
Language Arts A & Social Studies 
Institution:


Type of Course:

ABE
Length of Course:
6 hours per week, depending on site and term; may require additional lab work based on individual skills assessment.

EFL Range: 
 Low Intermediate – High Intermediate.  Note: Your EFL range may be different based on your demographics and course offerings.
. 
Department Assignment:
Adult Basic Skills

Course Description: Builds reading comprehension, writing skills, and critical thinking skills in social studies and prepares the student for GED testing through instruction and practice of research-based reading and writing strategies. The focus of instruction is to help the student develop the knowledge and skills needed to achieve personal, educational, and professional goals. These skills and strategies will be taught in the context of nonfiction and fiction readings related to academic strands, career strands, life skills, and cultural competencies.  Students will learn and apply technology skills to complete assignments and to aid in lifelong learning. The critical thinking skills of comprehension, analysis, application, synthesis, and evaluation will be emphasized and applied to information related to history, economics, political science, behavioral science, and geography. This course will provide skills and information needed for further study in humanities. Content and instruction are guided by the Oregon Adult College and Career Readiness Standards.
Oregon Adult College and Career Readiness Standards:
The content of this course aligns with the Oregon Adult College and Career Readiness Standards – Language Arts which includes Process Skills, Anchors for Reading and Writing, and Key Advances. 
The Language Arts Reading Process Skills are as follows: 
· Determine the reading purpose

· Select and use reading strategies appropriate to the purpose

· Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies as needed to deepen understanding of text
· Use textual evidence to analyze the content and reflect on the underlying meanings

· Integrate the content with prior knowledge to address the reading purpose
The Language Arts Writing Process skills are as follows:

· Determine the purpose for writing
· Select and use writing strategies appropriate to the purpose
· Develop and organize ideas using evidence to serve the writing purpose

· Use self-review and feedback from others to revise text
· Use English language conventions in order to increase reader comprehension and meet the writing purpose
The Key Advances that are a focus of teaching and learning are:

1. Complexity – Regular practice with complex text and its academic language

2. Evidence – Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from text both literary and informational

3. Knowledge – Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction

The Reasoning through Language Arts and Social Studies content of this course also aligns with the RLA and Social Studies Practices Framework in the GED Assessment Guide for Educators and is derived from the Common Core State Standards framework for K-12 Language Arts and Social Studies education.
Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILO): Note: These ILOs are specific to Rogue Community College. Please check with your institution to see if your college has ILOs and if they need to be included in your course outline. 
	Application of Knowledge (AK)
	Students will synthesize and use knowledge in familiar and unfamiliar situations to effectively solve problems and complete tasks.

	Approach to Learning (AL)
	Students will engage in and take responsibility for intentional learning, seek new knowledge and skills to guide their continuous and independent development, and adapt to new situations.  

	Communication (COM)
	Students will engage in quality communication using active listening and reading skills and expressing ideas appropriately in oral, written, and visual work. 

	Critical Thinking (CT)
	Students will think critically and creatively about problems and issues in the classroom or school, home, work, and community settings to create positive, sustainable solutions. 


Oregon Adult Career and College Readiness Standards, Course Outcomes, Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs), and Assessment:  On successful completion of this course, all students will be able to do the following:

	OACCRS          Language Arts Expected Outcomes – Levels C-E           ILO’s:  AK and COM

	Key Ideas and Details - Reading Anchor 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusion drawn from the text
Text Types and Purposes – Writing Anchor 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Conventions of Standard English – Language Anchor 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

	Key Ideas and Details - Reading Anchor 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Text Types and Purposes – Writing Anchor 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
Conventions of Standard English – Language Anchor 2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

	Key Ideas and Details- Reading Anchor 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Text Types and Purposes – Writing Anchor 3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. Knowledge of Language – Language Anchor 3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, make effective choices for meaning or style, and comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

	Craft and Structure – Reading Anchor 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Production and Distribution of Writing – Writing Anchor 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. Vocabulary Acquisition and Use - Language Anchor 4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown vocabulary as well as words and phrases with multiple meanings by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

	Craft and Structure – Reading Anchor 5: Analyze the structure of a text, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.

Production and Distribution of Writing – Writing Anchor 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use – Language Anchor 5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

	Craft and Structure – Reading Anchor 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Production and Distribution of Writing – Writing Anchor 6: Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use – Language Anchor 6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important for comprehension or expression.

	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas – Reading Anchor 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words
Research to Build and Present Knowledge – Writing Anchor 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas – Reading Anchor 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
 Research to Build and Present Knowledge – Writing Anchor 8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism

	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas – Reading Anchor 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. Research to Build and Present Knowledge – Writing Anchor 9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

	Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity – Reading Anchor 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
Range of Writing – Writing Anchor 10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. (Note: Oregon has added this anchor to its standards; it does not appear in the CCRS.)


ASSESSMENT METHODS

· Complete in-class assignments on time.
· Demonstrate progress by satisfactory participation in group processes.
· Complete assigned homework on time.
· Complete assignments with a score of 70 % or better.
· Demonstrate progress by pre- and post- evaluations as found in class resources.

· Teacher, student and peer evaluation and feedback.
· Complete unit quizzes with a score of 80% or better.

· Complete all writing assessments with an average GED writing score of 2 or better.
· Complete in-class writing assessments with a score of 80% or better.
· Use technology (word processing, web search) to complete at least 20% of class assignments.

· Attend 80 % or more of the scheduled class sessions.

· Take appropriate CASAS reading post-test.
· Achieve a Level Gain on a CASAS reading post-test.
· Complete the GED Language Arts and Social Studies practice tests.
Typical Required and Recommended Texts: 
Mockingbird Education, Ready to Learn Career Focused HSE Preparation Curriculum (2019)
Oregon Employment Department, Oregon Careers Magazine
Steck-Vaughn, Reasoning Through Language Arts GED® 2014 workbook (2013)

National Geographic, Pathways: Reading, Writing and Critical Thinking Levels 2 & 3 (2014)

New Reader’s Press, Writing for the GED® Test Books 1, 2, 3 (2014)

Heinemann, Texts and Lessons for Content-Area Reading (2011)

TYPICAL COURSE OUTLINE
	Week
	Social Studies 
	Reading
	Writing

	1
	U.S. Constitution

Bill of Rights

Second Amendment 

Presidential election -parties, candidates, and issues


	Introductions

Syllabus

Identify purposes for reading

Use pre-reading strategies: survey title, headings and pictures, formulate questions and predictions 

Synonyms

Parts of Speech
	Pre-Assessment

Portfolio information

Identify purposes for writing

Discuss: What is good writing? 

Understand the four parts of writing

Write an effective one to three paragraph summary

	2
	Create timeline of early 

U.S. history

Colonization and U.S. 

colonies


	Use reading strategies: text-marking, skimming and scanning

Identify synonyms and antonyms

Develop critical thinking vocabulary

Parts of Speech Vocabulary building

Transition Words 
	Analyze, infer, and synthesize information, including visual information from maps, charts and graphs

Write an effective one to three paragraph summary

	3
	Structure of U.S. government

Slavery

Civil War and Reconstruction


	Use reading strategy: What do I know, what do I want to know, what have I learned (KWL)

Identify main idea and details in a short text

Paraphrase an author’s words
	Analyze, infer, and synthesize information Write sentences that include pronouns, adjectives and adverbs

Introduction to argument writing

	4
	Economic concepts

Manifest Destiny

Indian Removals


	Rank ideas in order or priority

Read and write using figurative language, including metaphor and similes in prose and poetry 
	Write simple and compound sentences that include nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs

Continue argument writing, including claim, counter-claim, evidence, and warrant

	5
	Immigration 

World War I

the Great Depression

the New Deal
	Identify main ideas and details in a long text

Prepositions
	Continue argument writing, including understanding bias, and valid and invalid evidence

	6
	Review for Midterm

Midterm
	Review for Midterm

Midterm
	Review for Midterm

Midterm

	7
	World War II

the Holocaust

the Cold War

U.S. Government – Separation of powers; checks and balances
	Identify pros and cons in two or more related texts

Identify figurative language in non-fiction

Adverb phrases – cause, condition, contrast, and time
	Write a three paragraph argumentative essay using simple, compound, and complex sentences

	8
	Civil Rights Movement

Vietnam War

the Economy today
	Compare and contrast Identify fact and opinion
Coordinating conjunctions
	Choose Final Project

	9
	Classical civilizations

World geography

Globalization

Migration


	Identify cause and effect

Identify problems and solutions

Dependent and independent clauses
	Work on final project

	10
	Present and assess projects
	Present and assess projects
	Present and assess projects

	11
	Review for Final 

Final

Next steps
	Review for Final 

Final

Next steps
	Review for Final 

Final

Next steps


GED Reading, Writing, Social Studies Outcomes & Themes

	Reading
	Writing
	Social Studies
	Social Studies Themes

	Determine central ideas or themes of texts and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
	Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
	Draw Conclusions and Make Inferences
	Civics and Government (50%)

a. Types of modern and historical governments.

b. Principles that have contributed to development of American constitutional democracy

c. Structure and design of United States government

d. Individual rights and responsibilities

e. Political parties, campaigns, and elections in American politics

f. Contemporary public policy

	Analyze how individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
	
	Determine Central Ideas, Hypotheses and Conclusions
	

	Interpret words and phrases that appear frequently in texts from a wide variety of disciplines, including determining connotative and figurative meanings from context and analyzing how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
	Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization and punctuation when writing.
	Analyze Events and Ideas
	U.S. History (20%)

a. Key historical documents that have shaped American constitutional government

b. Revolutionary War & Early Republic Periods

c. Civil War & Reconstruction

d. Civil Rights Movement

e. European population of the Americas

f. World War I & II

g. The Cold War

h. American foreign policy since 9/11

	
	
	Analyze Purpose and Point of View
	

	
	
	Interpret Meaning of Symbols, Words and Phrases
	

	Determine an author’s purpose or point of view in a text and explain how it is conveyed and shapes the content and style of a text.
	Create Arguments and use Evidence
	Integrate Content Presented in Different Ways
	Economics (15%)

a. Key economic events that have shaped American government and policies

b. Relationship between political can economic freedoms

c. Fundamental economic concepts

d. Microeconomics and macroeconomics

e. Consumer economics

f. Economic causes and impacts of wars

g. Economic drivers of exploration and colonization

h. Scientific and Industrial Revolutions

	
	
	Evaluate Reasoning and Evidence
	

	
	Develop and organize Ideas 
	Analyze relationships between texts
	

	Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics
	
	Read and Interpret Graphs, Charts and Other Data Representation
	Geography and the World (15%)

a. Development of classic civilizations

b. Relationships between the environment and societal development

c. Borders between peoples and nations

d. Human migration
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