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[s Your Pesticide Storage Area
Prepared for Wildfire?

WARNING
PESTICIDES

FIRE WILL CAUSE
TOXIC FUMES

NO
SMOKING




Fires Involving Pesticide Storage are
COSTLY

BUT there are steps you can take!




Ag sites at greatest RISK

* Orchards

* Vineyards

* Christmas trees _
* Wildland-Ag interface @

WILDFIRE
READY

. -




Risk Factors to Consider
* Topography
* Fuel (vegetative/fuel storage)

e Structures — fire rated roof, vents screen, rain gutters and
roof cleaned of debris?

e Buffer of 0-5 feet around the building?
* Water resources™

* Access

v Equipment

Fire Behavior Triangle



“Asbestos” Forest

Crown Fuels
Tree brush canopies

Ladder Fuels

Tall brush
Low branches
Below 10 ft

Surface Fuels

dry prass, leaves,
dead branches




A Rare Wind Event Has Northwest
Oregon Under a Critical Fire
Warning

The Beachie Creek Fire:
Unprecedented expansion

From 500 ac to 130,000 ac

overnight

Winds at 50-75 MPH
Fire spread at 2.77 acres per
second e






Embers Cause Up to 90% of Home &
Business Ignitions During Wildfire Events




Wind pushing into soffits/ if
vents are here....




Gutters filled
with debris +
firebrands =
roof ignition







Roofing: Metal or
Class A

Siding: Metal or
non-combustible
material




Defensible Space - think flame length and
flame contact

Maintain 5 feet from structure with non-combustible
vegetation or materials.

If there is a nearby tree, ensure no ladder fuels
Clean debris from roof and gutters

Locate fuel tanks away from the pesticide storage area,
maintain vegetation around the tanks



Which one are you?







Wildfire Pre-plan

* Keep an inventory of all
pesticides in storage

WARNING * Prior to fire season have a
PESTICIDES maintenance pre-check —

FIRE WILL CAUSE o« e .
TOXIC FUMES minimize fuel such as

NO .
SMOKING cardboard, dried grasses

* Have an emergency plan

e Communicate with your
fire service- FD, ODF, USFS



Structural vs Wildland Firetighting

Advice for firefighters

Fire Fighting Procedures: Kesp people away. Isolate fire and deny Unnecessary entry. Consider
feasiniity of a controlled burn to minimize environment damage. Foam fire extinguishing system is
preferred because uncontrolled water can spread possiole contamination. Do not Use direct water
siream. May spread fire. Burning liquids may e moved by flushing with water to protect personnel

and minimize property damage. Avoid accumulation of water, Product may be carried across water
surface spreading fire or contracting an ignition source. Gontain fire water run-off if possiole. Fire
water run-off, if not contained, may cause environmental damage. Review the “Accioental Release
Measures” and the “Ecological Information” sections of tis (M)SDS.

Review the SDS



After a Fire

Contact the
Pesticide
Manufacturer
For Assistance!

Not all Haz Mat
Contractors are familiar
with pesticides —
especially aluminum
phosphide!
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Resources:

On-Farm Agrichemical
Handling Facilities

(w]| &% FIREWISE USA

NFPA RESIDENTS REDUCING WILDFIRE RISKS



RESOURCES

e Old chemicals:

www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/Pesticides/Water/Pages/Pesticide
Stewardship.aspx

Grants: Soil & Water Conservation Districts
General issues: Free Consultative Services

Fire Preparedness: www.firewise.org www.ibhs.org
Fire Readiness: ODF, FD

WILDFIRE
READY
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http://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/Pesticides/Water/Pages/PesticideStewardship.aspx
http://www.firewise.org/
http://www.ibhs.org/

Other Considerations

e Evacuation plan for labor housing occupants

* Where will they go, how will they get there
* Have they got Go Bags?

Do not under estimate the fear factor

* Think and PLAN: Before, During and After the Fire



Garnet Cooke
Pesticide Coordinator

Oregon OSHA
(L03)930-4204

Garnet.r.cooke@oregon.gov



