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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – ADMINISTRATIVE RULE SUMMARY 
Title/OAR #: World Languages / OAR 581-022-1130, 581-022-1133, 581-022-1134, 581-022-

1210  
Date: October 24, 2014 
Staff/Office: Cindy Hunt and Jacqueline Leung, Deputy Supt Office     
 

New Rule       Amend Existing Rule          Repeal Rule 
Hearing Date: ________12/10/2014_____________   Hearings Officer Report Attached 
Prompted by:   State law changes   Federal law changes   Other 
 
Action Requested:  

  First Reading/Second Reading             Adoption                 Adoption/Consent Agenda  
 

 
PROPOSED/AMENDED RULE SUMMARY: The proposed rules implement the provisions of 
House Bill 2099 by amending the wording of “Second Language” to “World Languages” which 
was approved by the Oregon Legislature.   
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The current term used in Oregon education law to describe the teaching of a language other 
than English is "second language" (French, Italian, Spanish, etc.). This is imprecise for a number 
of reasons.  

The number of students whose first language is not English is large and growing. While many 
students enter our schools with English as their first language, other students enroll with 
Spanish, Russian, Vietnamese, Chinese, Korean, and Ukrainian as their first language. For 
students learning more than one additional language, the new language may not be a “second” 
language—it may be a third or a forth.  

For a student who is deaf or hard of hearing whose primary language is American Sign 
Language, their second language may be English. In addition, “second language” is often 
misinterpreted as a reference to English Language Learners.  

In short, "second languages" is an outdated and ambiguous term and does not reflect the 
verbiage used worldwide within the field of language teaching, which prefers “world 
languages.”   

For these reasons in 2013, the Department of Education proposed the amendment of the term 
“Second Language” or “Second Languages” to “World Language” or “World Languages” in the 
ORS sections that focus on Oregon K-12 Education.  The Oregon Legislature made the change 
during the 2013 legislative session.  The proposed rule amendments reflect these changes. 
 
The purpose of requesting an amendment in the language from “Second Languages” to “World 
Languages” in the ORS Division 22 where appropriate is to ensure culturally appropriate 
language is utilized when addressing individuals who may speak two or more languages.  
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“World Languages” is more appropriate and inclusive as the wording would encompass all who 
speak additional languages. 
 
ISSUES/CONCERNS THAT SURFACED DURING RULE WORK:  
Should the term “English as a Second Language” be changed as part of the implementation of 
HB 2099? No. The bill did not change this term. 
 
ISSUES/CONCERNS THAT SURFACED DURING FIRST READ:  
There were no questions by the Oregon State Board of Education during the first reading of the 
proposed rule change on October 22, 2014.   
 
CHANGED SINCE LAST BOARD MEETING?  

  N/A; first read—hasn’t been before board 
  No; same as last month 
  Yes – As follows: 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: None 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  

 Adopt administrative rule as prepared this month 
 Adopt administrative rule next month  
 No recommendation at this time   
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Created by CH on 10/13/14 

581-022-1130 

Diploma Requirements 

(1) Each district school board and public charter school with jurisdiction over high school 
programs shall award diplomas to all students who fulfill all state requirements as described in 
sections (2) to (11) of this rule and all local school district requirements as described in district 
school board policies or all public charter school requirements as described in the policies or 
charter of the public charter school. 

(2) Unit of Credit Requirements for students graduating before July 1, 2009: 

(a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 22 units of credit to include at least: 

(A) English Language Arts -- 3 (shall include the equivalent of one unit in Written Composition); 

(B) Mathematics -- 2; 

(C) Science -- 2; 

(D) Social Sciences 3 -- (including history, civics, geography and economics (including personal 
finance); 

(E) Health Education -- 1; 

(F) Physical Education -- 1; 

(G) Career and Technical Education, The Arts or Second World Languages -- 1 (one unit shall be 
earned in any one or a combination). 

(b) A district school board or public charter school with a three-year high school may submit 
through the waiver process alternative plans to meet unit requirements; 

(c) A district school board or public charter school may increase the number of units required in 
specific areas, and may increase or decrease the number of elective units; however, the total 
units of credit required for graduation shall not be less than 22; 

(d) A school district or public charter school may grant high school credit for courses taken prior 
to grade 9 if students taking pre-grade 9 courses are required to meet performance criteria that 
are equivalent to the performance criteria for students taking the same high school courses; 
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(e) Course syllabi shall be written for courses in grades 9 through 12 and shall be available to 
students, staff, parents, the district school board and other interested individuals. 

(3) Except as provided in section (4) of this rule, Unit of Credit Requirements for students 
graduating on or after July 1, 2009 and who were first enrolled in grade 9 prior to the 2008-
2009 school year: 

(a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 24 units of credit to include at least: 

(A) English Language Arts -- 4 (shall include the equivalent of one unit in Written Composition); 

(B) Mathematics -- 3; 

(C) Science -- 2; 

(D) Social Sciences 3 -- (including history, civics, geography and economics (including personal 
finance); 

(E) Health Education -- 1; 

(F) Physical Education -- 1; 

(G) Career and Technical Education, The Arts or Second World Languages -- 1 (one unit shall be 
earned in any one or a combination). 

(b) A district school board or public charter school with a three-year high school may submit 
through the waiver process alternative plans to meet unit requirements; 

(c) A district school board or public charter school may increase the number of units required in 
specific areas, and may increase or decrease the number of elective units; however, the total 
units of credit required for graduation shall not be less than 24; 

(d) A school district or public charter school may grant high school credit for courses taken prior 
to grade 9 if students taking pre-grade 9 courses are required to meet performance criteria that 
are equivalent to the performance criteria for students taking the same high school courses; 

(e) Course syllabi shall be written for courses in grades 9 through 12 and shall be available to 
students, staff, parents, the district school board and other interested individuals. 

(4) Notwithstanding sections (2) and (3) of this rule, for students who began grade 9 during the 
2005-2006 school year and who attended school during the 2006-2007, 2007-2008 and 2008-
2009 school years, the unit of credits required for graduating is as described in section (2) of 
this rule if the student graduates prior to July 1, 2010. 
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(5) Unit of Credit Requirements for students who were first enrolled in grade 9 during the 2008-
2009 or 2009-2010 school year: 

(a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 24 units of credit to include at least: 

(A) English Language Arts -- 4 (shall include the equivalent of one unit in Written Composition); 

(B) Mathematics -- 3; 

(C) Science -- 3; 

(D) Social Sciences 3 -- (including history, civics, geography and economics (including personal 
finance)); 

(E) Health Education -- 1; 

(F) Physical Education -- 1; 

(G) Career and Technical Education, The Arts or Second World Languages -- 3 (units shall be 
earned in any one or a combination). 

(b) A district school board or public charter school with a three-year high school may submit 
through the waiver process alternative plans to meet unit requirements; 

(c) A district school board or public charter school may increase the number of units required in 
specific areas, and may increase or decrease the number of elective units; however, the total 
units of credit required for graduation shall not be less than 24; 

(d) A school district or public charter school may grant high school credit for courses taken prior 
to grade 9 if students taking pre-grade 9 courses are required to meet performance criteria that 
are equivalent to the performance criteria for students taking the same high school courses; 

(e) Course syllabi shall be written for courses in grades 9 through 12 and shall be available to 
students, staff, parents, the district school board and other interested individuals. 

(6) Unit of Credit Requirements for students who were first enrolled in grade 9 during the 2010-
2011 school year or first enrolled in grade 9 in any subsequent school year: 

(a) Each student shall earn a minimum of 24 units of credit to include at least: 

(A) English Language Arts -- 4 (shall include the equivalent of one unit in Written Composition); 

(B) Mathematics -- 3 (shall include one unit at the Algebra I level and two units that are at a 
level higher than Algebra I); 
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(C) Science -- 3; 

(D) Social Sciences 3 -- (including history, civics, geography and economics (including personal 
finance); 

(E) Health Education -- 1; 

(F) Physical Education -- 1; 

(G) Career and Technical Education, The Arts or Second World Languages -- 3 (units shall be 
earned in any one or a combination). 

(b) A district school board or public charter school with a three-year high school may submit 
through the waiver process alternative plans to meet unit requirements; 

(c) A district school board or public charter school may increase the number of units required in 
specific areas, and may increase or decrease the number of elective units; however, the total 
units of credit required for graduation shall not be less than 24; 

(d) A school district or public charter school may grant high school credit for courses taken prior 
to grade 9 if students taking pre-grade 9 courses are required to meet performance criteria that 
are equivalent to the performance criteria for students taking the same high school courses; 

(e) Course syllabi shall be written for courses in grades 9 through 12 and shall be available to 
students, staff, parents, the district school board and other interested individuals. 

(7) Each student shall demonstrate proficiency in essential skills adopted by the State Board of 
Education as provided in OAR 581-022-0615; 

(8) School districts shall develop a process that provides each student the opportunity to 
develop an education plan and build an education profile in grades 7 through 12 with adult 
guidance. The plan and profile shall be reviewed and updated periodically (at least annually) 
and be supported by a Comprehensive Guidance Program as defined in OAR 581-022-1510. 

(9) Each student shall develop an education plan and build an education profile. 

(a) Each student shall develop an education plan that: 

(A) Identifies personal and career interests; 

(B) Identifies tentative educational and career goals and post high school next steps (i.e. 
college, workforce, military, apprenticeship, other); 

(C) Sets goals to prepare for transitions to next steps identified in section (7)(b); 
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(D) Designs, monitors and adjusts a course of study that meets the interest and goals of the 
student as described in subsection (a) (A), (B) and (C) of this rule that includes but is not limited 
to: 

(i) Appropriate coursework and learning experiences; 

(ii) Identified career-related learning experiences; and 

(iii) Identified extended application opportunities. 

(b) Through the education profile each student shall: 

(A) Monitor progress and achievement toward standards including: 

(i) Content standards; 

(ii) Essential skills; 

(iii) Extended application standard; and 

(iv) Other standards where appropriate (e.g. industry standards). 

(B) Document other personal accomplishments determined by the student or school district. 

(C) Review progress and achievement in subsection (b)(A) and (B) of this subsection at least 
annually. 

(10) Each student shall build a collection of evidence, or include evidence in existing 
collections(s), to demonstrate extended application (as defined in OAR 581-022-0102); 

(11) Each student shall participate in career-related learning experiences outlined in the 
education plan (as defined in OAR 581-022-0102); 

(12) Notwithstanding sections (1) to (11) of this rule, each district school board or public charter 
school governing board with jurisdiction over high school programs shall award a modified 
diploma to those students who have demonstrated the inability to meet the full set of 
academic content standards even with reasonable modifications and accommodations and who 
fulfill all requirements as described in OAR 581-022-1134. 

(13) Notwithstanding sections (1) to (11) of this rule, each district school board or public charter 
school governing board with jurisdiction over high school programs shall award an extended 
diploma to those students who have demonstrated the inability to meet the full set of 
academic content standards even with reasonable modifications and accommodations and who 
fulfill all requirements as described in OAR 581-022-1133. 
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(14) Notwithstanding sections (1) to (11) of this rule and as provided in OAR 581-022-1135, 
schools districts and public charter schools shall make an alternative certificate available to 
students as an alternative for students who do not obtain the regular diploma, modified 
diploma or extended diploma. 

(15) Attendance Requirements: 

(a) Twelve school years shall be required beginning with grade 1, except when the school 
district adopts policies providing for early or delayed completion of all state and school district 
credit and performance requirements; 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, a student may satisfy the requirements of 
sections (2)(6) of this rule in less than four years. If the school district or public charter school 
has the consent of the student’s parent or guardian, a school district or public charter school 
shall award a diploma to a student upon request from the student, if the student satisfies the 
requirements for the diploma that apply to the student based on the date of graduation of the 
student or the school year when the student first enrolled in grade 9, as applicable. 

(c) If a school district or public charter school has the consent of a student’s parent or guardian, 
the school district or public charter school may advance the student to the next grade level if 
the student has satisfied the requirements for the student’s current grade level. 

(d) The requirement for obtaining the consent of a student’s parent or guardian under 
subsections (b) and (c) of this section does not apply to a student who is: 

(A) Emancipated pursuant to ORS 419B.550 to 419B.558; or 

(B) 18 years of age or older. 

(e) The district school board may adopt policies for alternative learning experiences, such as 
credit by examination and credit for off-campus experiences; 

(f) With any modification of the attendance requirements for graduation, school district and 
public charter school staff shall consider age and maturity of students, access to alternative 
learning experiences, performance levels, school district or public charter school guidelines and 
the wishes of parents and guardians. 

(16) A school district or public charter school shall ensure that students have access to the 
appropriate resources to achieve a diploma at each high school in the school district or at the 
public charter school. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 326.051 & 329.451 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 326.051, 329.451 & 339.280 
Hist.: EB 2-1997, f. 3-27-97, cert. ef. 9-1-97; ODE 12-2002, f. & cert. ef. 4-15-02; ODE 18-2006, f. 
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12-11-06, cert. ef. 12-12-06; ODE 18-2007, f. & cert. ef. 9-10-07; ODE 18-2008, f. & cert. ef. 6-
27-08; ODE 5-2009(Temp), f. 6-29-09, cert. ef. 6-30-09 thru 12-22-09; ODE 20-2009, f. & cert. ef. 
12-10-09 

581-022-1133 

Extended Diploma 

(1) Definitions. 

(a) “Other services” for the purposes of this rule means: 

(A) Those services paid for or provided by another agency, such as Vocational Rehabilitation or 
Brokerages, which may be considered in the calculation of the total number of hours that 
equals at least the total number of instructional hours that is required to be provided to 
students who are attending public high school. These “other services” are not to be considered 
educational services and are not provided by or through the school district or public charter 
school. 

(B) Those services identified in OAR 581-022-1620(4), such as school assemblies, student 
orientations, testing, etc, which may be considered in the calculation of the total number of 
hours that equals at least the total number of instructional hours that is required to be 
provided to students who are attending public high school. These services are provided by the 
school district or public charter school. 

(2) A school district or public charter school shall award an extended diploma to a student who 
satisfies the requirements of this rule. 

(3 A school district or public charter school shall award an extended diploma only to students 
who have demonstrated the inability to meet the full set of academic content standards for a 
high school diploma with reasonable modifications and accommodations. 

(4) A school district or public charter school may award an extended diploma to a student only 
upon the consent of the parent or guardian of the student, or upon the consent of the adult 
student or emancipated minor student. A district or school must receive the consent in writing 
and during the school year in which the extended diploma is awarded. (A) If student is under 
18, consent must be received from the parent or guardian. 

(B) If the student is under age 18 and emancipated, consent must be received from the student. 

(C) If the adult student is 18 or older, consent must be received from the student. 

(D) If the student is under guardianship from the courts, consent must come from the court-
appointed authority. 
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(5) To be eligible for an extended diploma, a student must: 

(a) Have a documented history of an inability to maintain grade level achievement due to 
significant learning and instructional barriers or have a documented history of a medical 
condition that creates a barrier to achievement; and 

(b)(A) Participate in an alternate assessment beginning no later than grade six and lasting for 
two or more assessment cycles; or 

(B) Have a serious illness or injury that occurs after grade eight, that changes the student’s 
ability to participate in grade level activities and that results in the student participating in 
alternate assessments. 

(c) While in grade nine through completion of high school, complete 12 credits, which may not 
include more than six credits earned in a self-contained special education classroom and shall 
include: 

(A) Two credits of mathematics; 

(B) Two credits of English; 

(C) Two credits of science; 

(D) Three credits of history, geography, economics or civics; 

(E) One credit of health; 

(F) One credit of physical education; and 

(G) One credit of the arts or a second world language; 

(6)(a) A student shall have the opportunity to meet the requirements of an extended diploma 
by the later of: 

(A) Four years after starting grade nine; or 

(B) The student reaching the age of 21 years, if the student is entitled to a public education until 
the age of 21 years under state or federal law. 

(b) A student may complete the requirements for an extended diploma in less than four years if 
the parent/guardian or adult student gives consent. 

(A) The consent must be written and must clearly state that the parent/guardian or adult 
student is waiving the 4 years to complete the requirements for an extended diploma. 
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(B) A copy of all consents must be sent to the district superintendent. 

(C) Each school district must annually provide the number of consents obtained to the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 

(D) The consent may not be used to allow a student to satisfy the requirements for an extended 
diploma in less than three years. 

(7) A school district or public charter school shall: 

(a) Ensure that students have on-site access to the appropriate resources to achieve an 
extended diploma at each high school in the school district or at the public charter school. 

(b) Beginning in grade five, annually provide information to the parents or guardians of a 
student taking an alternate assessment of the availability of an extended diploma and the 
requirements for the extended diploma. 

(c) A school district or public charter school may not deny a student who has the documented 
history described in subsection (1)(a) of this section the opportunity to pursue a diploma with 
more stringent requirements than a modified diploma or an extended diploma for the sole 
reason that the student has the documented history. 

(8)(a) A student who receives an extended diploma shall have access to instructional hours, 
hours of transition services and hours of other services that are designed to meet the unique 
needs of the student. 

(b) When added together, the school district or public charter school will provide a total 
number of hours of instruction and services to the student that equals at least the total number 
of instructional hours that is required to be provided to students who are attending a public 
high school. 

(c) The total number of hours that are appropriate for a student shall be determined by the 
individualized education program (IEP) team if the student is eligible for special education. 

(d) Based on the student’s needs and performance level, the student’s IEP team may decide 
that the student will not access the total number of hours of instruction and services required 
to be provided to students who are attending a public high school. 

(e) The school district or public charter school may not unilaterally decrease the total number 
of hours of instruction and services to which the student has access regardless of the age of the 
student. 
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(f) If a student’s IEP team decides that the student will not access the total number of hours of 
instruction and services to which the student has access the school district or public charter 
school shall annually: 

(A) Provide the following information in writing to the adult student, parent or guardian of the 
student: 

(i) The school district’s or public charter school’s duty to comply with the requirements to 
provide the total number of hours of instruction and services to the student; and 

(ii) The prohibition against a school district’s or public charter school’s unilaterally decreasing 
the total number of hours of instruction and services to which the student has access. 

(B) Obtain a signed acknowledgment from the adult student, parent or guardian of the student 
that the adult student, parent or guardian received the information. 

(C) Include in the IEP for the student a written statement that explains the reasons the student 
is not accessing the total number of hours of instruction and services to which the student has 
access. 

(g) Transition services and other services designed to meet the unique needs of the student 
may be provided to the student through an interagency agreement entered into by the school 
district if the individualized education program developed for the student indicates that the 
services may be provided by another agency. The school district or public charter school retains 
the responsibility for ensuring that the student has access to the number of service hours 
required to be provided to the student. 

(h) An agency is not required to change any eligibility criteria or enrollment standards prior to 
entering into an interagency agreement with the school district. 

(9) School districts and public charter schools shall make extended diplomas as required by ORS 
329.451 and this rule first available to students during the 2009-2010 school year. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 326.051  
Stat. Implemented: ORS 329.451  
Hist.: ODE 21-2009, f. & cert. ef. 12-10-09; ODE 3-2012, f. 2-1-12, cert. ef. 2-3-12 

581-022-1134 

Modified Diploma 

(1) Definitions. As used in this rule: 
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(a) “Documented history” means evidence in the cumulative record and education plans of a 
student that demonstrates the inability over time to maintain grade level achievement even 
with appropriate modifications and accommodations. 

(b) “Instructional barrier” means a significant physical, cognitive or emotional barrier that 
impairs a student’s ability to maintain grade level achievement. 

(c) “Modified course” means a course that has been systematically changed or altered for a 
student only after reasonable alternative instructional strategies (e.g. accommodations, 
remediation) are exhausted. 

(d) “Other services” for the purposes of this rule means: 

(A) Those services paid for or provided by another agency, such as Vocational Rehabilitation or 
Brokerages, which may be considered in the calculation of the total number of hours that 
equals at least the total number of instructional hours that is required to be provided to 
students who are attending public high school. These “other services” are not to be considered 
educational services and are not provided by or through the school district or public charter 
school. 

(B) Those services identified in OAR 581-022-1620(4), such as school assemblies, student 
orientations, testing, etc, which may be considered in the calculation of the total number of 
hours that equals at least the total number of instructional hours that is required to be 
provided to students who are attending public high school. These services are provided by the 
school district or public charter school. 

(2) On or after July 1, 2009, each district school board or public charter school governing board 
with jurisdiction over high school programs shall award a modified diploma only to students 
who have demonstrated the inability to meet the full set of academic content standards for a 
high school diploma even with reasonable modifications and accommodations but who fulfill all 
state requirements as described in this rule and all applicable local school district requirements 
as described in district school board policies or public charter school requirements as described 
in school policies. In addition, on or after July 1, 2009, a district school board or public charter 
school governing board may only award a modified diploma to a student who meets the 
eligibility criteria specified in section 3 of this rule. 

(3)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (c) or (d) of this section, a school district or public charter 
school shall grant eligibility for a modified diploma to a student who has: 

(A) A documented history of an inability to maintain grade level achievement due to significant 
learning and instructional barriers; or 

(B) A documented history of a medical condition that creates a barrier to achievement. 
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(b) A student shall have the opportunity to meet the requirements of a modified diploma by the 
later of: 

(A) Four years after starting grade nine; or 

(B) The student reaching the age of 21 years, if the student is entitled to a public education until 
the age of 21 years under state or federal law. 

(c) A student may complete the requirements for a modified diploma in less than four years if 
the parent/guardian or adult student gives consent. 

(A) The consent must be written and must clearly state that the parent/guardian or adult 
student is waiving the 4 years to complete the requirements for a modified diploma. 

(B) A copy of all consents must be sent to the district superintendent. 

(C) Each school district must annually provide the number of consents obtained to the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

(D) The consent may not be used to allow a student to satisfy the requirements for a modified 
diploma in less than three years. 

(d) A school district or public charter school may not deny a student who has the documented 
history described in paragraph (a) of this subsection the opportunity to pursue a diploma with 
more stringent requirements than a modified diploma for the sole reason that the student has 
the documented history. 

(e) Students currently engaged in the use of illegal drugs are not eligible for a modified diploma 
if the significant learning and instructional barriers are due to the use of illegal drugs. 

(f) Students currently engaged in the illegal use of alcohol are not eligible for a modified 
diploma if the significant learning and instructional barriers are due to the alcohol abuse, 
regardless of whether that student is disabled under Section 504 on the basis of alcoholism. 

(g) Notwithstanding paragraph (c) and (d) of this section, a school district or public charter 
school may grant eligibility for a modified diploma to a student who is no longer engaging in 
illegal use of drugs or alcohol if the student: 

(A) Has successfully completed a supervised drug or alcohol rehabilitation program and are no 
longer engaged in the illegal use of drugs or alcohol; or 

(B) Has been rehabilitated successfully and is no longer engaged in the illegal use of drugs or 
alcohol; or 
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(C) Is participating in a supervised rehabilitation program and is no longer engaging in the illegal 
use of drugs or alcohol. 

(4)(a) A school district or public charter school shall determine which school teams shall decide 
if a student will work toward obtaining a modified diploma. A student’s school team must 
include an adult student, parent/ guardian of the student. 

(b) A school district or public charter school may award a modified diploma to a student only 
upon the consent of the parent or guardian of the student or upon the consent of the adult 
student or emancipated minor student. A district or school must receive the consent in writing 
and during the school year in which the modified diploma is awarded. 

(A) If student is under 18, consent must be received from the parent or guardian. 

(B) If the student is under age 18 and emancipated, consent must be received from the student. 

(C) If the adult student is 18 or older, consent must be received from the student or guardian. 

(D) If the student is under guardianship from the courts, consent must come from the court-
appointed authority. 

(c) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, a student’s school team shall decide that 
a student should work toward a modified diploma no earlier than the end of the 6th grade and 
no later than 2 years before the student’s anticipated exit from high school. 

(d) Beginning in grade five, school district and public charter schools shall annually provide 
information to the parents or guardians of a student taking an alternate assessment of the 
availability of a modified diploma and the requirements for the modified diploma. 

(e) A student’s school team may formally decide to revise a modified diploma decision. 

(f) A student’s school team may decide that a student who was not previously working towards 
a modified diploma should work toward a modified diploma when a student is less than 2 years 
from anticipated exit from high school if the documented history of the student described in 
section (3) of this rule has changed. 

(5) Unit of credit requirements for students graduating with a modified diploma: 

(a) To receive a modified diploma a student must earn 24 units of credit, between grade 9 and 
the end of their high school career with at least 12 of those credits to include: 

(A) English Language Arts — 3; 

(B) Mathematics — 2; 
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(C) Science — 2; 

(D) Social Sciences (which may include history, civics, geography and economics (including 
personal finance)) — 2; 

(E) Health Education — 1; 

(F) Physical Education — 1; and 

(G) Career Technical Education, The Arts or Second World Languages (units may be earned in 
any one or a combination) — 1. 

(b) School districts and public charter schools shall be flexible in awarding the remaining 12 
units of credit. These credits must be awarded to meet the needs of the individual student as 
specified in the education plan of the student with the expectations and standards aligned to 
the appropriate grade level academic content standards. These credits may include: 

(A) Additional core credits described in paragraph (a) of this section; 

(B) Professional technical education; 

(C) Electives; and 

(D) Career development. 

(c) Students may earn units of credit through regular education with or without 
accommodations or modifications and through modified courses. 

(d) Students shall have the option to earn credit for demonstrating proficiency. A student may 
be given credit for successful demonstration of knowledge and skills that meets or exceeds 
defined levels of performance. Students may demonstrate proficiency through classroom work 
or documentation of learning experiences outside of school, or through a combination of these 
means. 

(e) School districts and public charter schools shall ensure that students have access to needed 
courses, modifications and supports to pursue a modified diploma and to progress in the 
general education curriculum. 

(f) A school district or public charter school may not require a student to earn more than 24 
units of credit to receive a modified diploma. 

(6) A school district or public charter school shall grant credit toward a modified diploma only 
for courses that contain substantial academic content. A school district or public charter school 
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shall grant credit for a modified diploma through a continuum of instruction beginning at basic 
skills and progressing through high level skills. 

(7) A school district or public charter school shall award a regular diploma under OAR 581-022-
1130 if all requirements for a regular diploma are met. Completion of one or more modified 
courses shall not prohibit a student from earning a regular diploma; however, required core 
courses taken under modified conditions must be retaken under standard conditions to be 
counted toward a regular diploma. 

(8) A school district or public charter school shall grant credit toward a modified diploma 
according to individual student needs across academic content areas including applied, 
consumer, academic, or knowledge and skill development. 

(9) Each student shall develop an education plan and build an education profile as provided 
under OAR 581-022-1130. 

(10) A school district or public charter school shall inform the student and parent or guardian of 
the student if the courses in grades 9-12 have been modified for an individual student. 

(11) A school district or public charter school shall provide transcripts which clearly identify 
modified courses that do not count toward the regular diploma but that do count toward a 
modified diploma. 

(12) Each student shall build a collection of evidence, or include evidence in existing collections, 
to demonstrate extended application of the standards as defined in OAR 581-022-0102; 

(13) Each student receiving a modified diploma shall have the option of participating in the high 
school graduation ceremony with the members of their class receiving a high school diploma. 

(14)(a) A student who receives a modified diploma shall have access to instructional hours, 
hours of transition services and hours of other services that are designed to meet the unique 
needs of the student. 

(b) When added together, the school district or public charter school will provide a total 
number of hours of instruction and services to the student that equals at least the total number 
of instructional hours that is required to be provided to students who are attending a public 
high school. 

(c) The total number of hours that are appropriate for a student shall be determined by the 
individualized education program (IEP) team if the student is eligible for special education. 

(d) Based on the student’s needs and performance level, the student’s IEP team may decide 
that the student will not access the total number of hours of instruction and services required 
to be provided to students who are attending a public high school. 
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(e) The school district or public charter school may not unilaterally decrease the total number 
of hours of instruction and services to which the student has access regardless of the age of the 
student. 

(f) If a student’s IEP team or school team, decides that the student will not access the total 
number of hours of instruction and services to which the student has access the school district 
or public charter school shall annually: 

(A) Provide the following information in writing to the adult student, parent or guardian of the 
student: 

(i) The school district’s or public charter school’s duty to comply with the requirements to 
provide the total number of hours of instruction and services to the student; and 

(ii) The prohibition against a school district’s or public charter school’s unilaterally decreasing 
the total number of hours of instruction and services to which the student has access. 

(B) Obtain a signed acknowledgment from the adult student, parent or guardian of the student 
that the adult student, parent or guardian received the information. 

(C) Include in the IEP for the student a written statement that explains the reasons the student 
is not accessing the total number of hours of instruction and services to which the student has 
access. 

(g) Transition services and other services designed to meet the unique needs of the student 
may be provided to the student through an interagency agreement entered into by the school 
district if the individualized education program developed for the student indicates that the 
services may be provided by another agency. The school district or public charter school retains 
the responsibility for ensuring that the student has access to the number of service hours 
required to be provided to the student. 

(h) An agency is not required to change any eligibility criteria or enrollment standards prior to 
entering into an interagency agreement with the school district. 

(i) School districts and public charter schools shall ensure that students have on-site access to 
the appropriate resources to achieve a modified diploma at each high school in the school 
district or at the public charter school. 

(15)(a) The unit of credit requirements in section (5) of this rule for a modified diploma apply to 
all students who enter 9th grade on or after July 1, 2007. 

(b) If a student entered 9th grade prior to July 1, 2007, the student’s team shall decide whether 
the student must meet the unit of credit requirements in section (5) of this rule to receive a 
modified diploma or the unit of credit requirements specified by the school district or public 
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charter school for a modified diploma when the student entered 9th grade. If a student’s team 
decides that a student may receive a modified diploma by meeting the unit of credit 
requirements required by the district or school when the student entered 9th grade, a school 
district or public charter school may award a student who entered 9th grade prior to July 1, 
2007 a modified diploma if the student meets the unit of credit requirements for a modified 
diploma specified by the district or school when the student entered 9th grade. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 329.451  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 329.451  
Hist.: ODE 15-2008, f. & cert. ef. 5-23-08; ODE 22-2009, f. & cert. ef. 12-10-09; ODE 4-2012, f. 2-
1-12, cert. ef. 2-3-12 

581-022-1210 

District Curriculum 

(1) Each school district shall provide a planned K-12 instructional program. 

(2) The planned K-12 instructional program shall include the following: 

(a) Common Curriculum Goals and academic content standards to include: 

(A) English; 

(B) Mathematics; 

(C) Science; 

(D) Social Science (including history, geography, economics and civics); 

(E) The Arts; 

(F) Second World Languages; 

(G) Health Education; and 

(H) Physical Education. 

(b) Additional Common Curriculum Goals for technology. 

(c) Essential Learning Skills, as contained in the Common Curriculum Goals and academic 
content standards; 
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(d) Career-related learning standards, as contained in the Common Curriculum Goals and 
academic content standards; and 

(e) Career education which may include career and technical education. 

(3) The school district shall also provide instruction in other areas identified in chapter 581, 
division 022 of the Oregon Administrative Rules, including: 

(a) Infectious diseases, including AIDS/HIV and Hepatitis B; 

(b) Prevention education in drugs and alcohol; and 

(c) Emergency plans and safety programs. 

(4) The school district is also accountable to provide instruction in compliance with 
requirements set forth in ORS Chapter 336, Conduct of Schools Generally. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 326.051 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 329.045 
Hist.: EB 6-1997, f. & cert. ef. 6-9-97; ODE 7-2005(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 3-15-05 thru 9-1-05; 
Administrative correction 9-21-05; ODE 5-2006, f. & cert. ef. 2-14-06; ODE 19-2007, f. & cert. ef. 
9-10-07; ODE 25-2008, f. & cert. ef. 9-26-08 

 
 


