May 22, 2014

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Rob Saxton
Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction Together we will reach, teach and
Oregon Department of Education inspire each student to excellence

255 Capitol Street NE
Salem, OR 97310-0203

Deputy Superintendent Rob Saxton,

Bethel School District is requesting a one-year waiver as it is out of compliance with Division 22 Standard 581-
022-1131 - Credit Options:

“Each school district or public charter school shall offer students the option for earning
each credit required for the diploma or a modified diploma by successfully completing classroom
or equivalent work (e.g., supervised independent study, career-related learning experiences,
project based learning) in a course of at least 130 clock hours in accordance with OAR 581-022-
0102. The classroom or equivalent work must meet Common Curriculum Goals by OAR 581-022-
1210.”

Specifically, Bethel does not meet the 130 clock hours at Willamette High School, a large comprehensive high
school. Contributing factors to be considered include:

e A well-established 20-year traditional A/B schedule;

e Arevised class schedule in compliance with 581-022-1131 would lead to increased student contact
time. An increase in student contact time is a mandatory subject of bargaining and the District and
Board of Directors would require additional time to enter into bargaining with the Eugene Education
Association (EEA);

e A thoughtful review of a complex comprehensive high school schedule requires a collaborative
approach and thorough assessment. Today’s Willamette High School students have very different
needs and realities than when the A/B schedule was originally implemented. In short, our approach
and lens would not only include the 130 clock hours requirement, but also additional efforts and
supports to increase graduation rates and post-high school outcomes for students; and

e Areduction in student contact days beginning in the 2009-2010 school year. Faced with a variety of
difficult choices during the recession, Bethel chose to reduce student days rather than continuing to
increase class size or reduce high school programs and courses.

Though the school is not in full compliance with 581-022-1131, strong student outcomes have been
accomplished.

e Willamette, a school with over half of its students participating in free and reduced lunch, has been
steadily improving its 4-year cohort graduation rate and was recently acknowledged for having the
highest graduation rate among all the Eugene and Springfield high schools at 78.25% (10 percentage
points above the state average); and

® Over the last five years (2009 to 2013) Willamette OAKS Scores have also made substantial gains:

o Mathematics improved by 16.2 percentage points
o Reading/Language Arts improved by 25.8 percentage points
o  Writing improved by 24.2 percentage points
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