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I. BACKGROUND:

On February 17, 2016, the Oregon Department of Education (Department) received a
written request for a Special Education Complaint Investigation from the parent (Parent)
of a student (Student) residing in the Sutherlin School District (District). The Parent
requested that the Department conduct a Special Education investigation under OAR
581-015-2030. The Department confirmed receipt of this Complaint and forwarded the
request to the District by email on February 19, 2016.

Under state and federal law, the Department must investigate written complaints that
allege violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and issue an
order within sixty days of receipt of the complaint. This timeline may be extended if the
Parent and the District agree to the extension in order to engage in mediation or local
resolution of the complaint; or for extenuating circumstances. Acomplaint must allege a
violation that occurred not more than one year before the date the complaint was
received by the Department.1 Based on the date the Department received the
Complaint, the relevant period for this Complaint is February 18, 2015 through February
17, 2016. The Final Order is due outApril 15, 2016.

On February 19, 2016, the Department's Complaint Investigator sent a Request for
Response to the District identifying the specific allegations in the Complaint to be
investigated and establishing a Response due date of March 7, 2016.

On March 3, 2016, the District submitted a Response with materials as listed below. On
March 8, 2016, the District submitted a revised Response letter clarifying that the
District did not dispute the first allegation, but disputed the second and third allegations
in the Parent's Complaint. In total, the District provided these materials;

1. Meeting Notice 11/18/2013
2. ESY Progress Report 2013
3. File Review Report 1/15/2014
4. Meeting Notice 1/16/2014
5. ESY Progress Report 1/24/2014
6. Evaluation Plan 1/29/2014
7. Consent for Evaluation 1/29/2014
8. Educational Evaluation Report 2/18/2014

1 OAR 581-015-2030 (5).
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