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Brief History

• 2004: OCF volunteers began to focus on this issue 

• 2010: Launched Ready to Smile on South Coast

• 2011: Co-founded the Oral Health Funders 
Collaborative 

• 2012: Board declared a strategic priority 

• 2013: Position statement approved re: water 
fluoridation 

• 2014: Launched a $3M, 5 year initiative
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Emergency Department Study

• 2nd most 
common 
discharge 
diagnosis for ages 
20-39

• 28,000 annual ED 
visits

• $8M annual costs



Available at:

www.orohc.org



33 endorsements
Advantage Dental

AllCare Health Plan

Benton, Lincoln, Linn Regional 
Oral Health Coalition of Oregon

Cambia Health Foundation

Capitol Dental Care, Inc.

CareOregon

CareOregon Dental

Central Oregon Oral Health Coalition

Columbia Pacific CCO

Dental Foundation of Oregon 

Health Share of Oregon 

Jackson Care Connect

Kaiser Permanente

Multnomah Co. Health Department

Northwest Health Foundation

Northwest Permanente Medical Group

Oral Health Funders Collaborative of Oregon and 
Southwest Washington

Oregon Child Development Coalition

The Oregon Community Foundation

Oregon Dental Association

Oregon Dental Hygienists’ Association

Oregon Governor’s Office

Oregon Health & Science University and OHSU 

School of Dentistry

Oregon Health Authority

Oregon Oral Health Coalition

Oregon Primary Care Association

Permanente Dental Associates

Providence Health & Services

Samaritan Health Services

Upstream Public Health

Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center

Yamhill CCO

Yamhill County Public Health



School-based 
programs, grades 
1, 2, 6 & 7 

Ages 0-5

Prenatal

Urgent Care 

Water 
Fluoridation

High School Clinics

POLICY

SERVICES

STAKEHOLDERS

Providers who 
serve low income 
people; insurance



People

Funding

Advocacy

Statewide Initiative: 

Three-Pronged Approach

• Educate and Engage Constituents

• Fund Direct Services in Communities

• Provide Statewide Leadership and 

Advocacy

GOAL: Improve access to 

prevention services for 

underserved children in Oregon



Schools

Coordinated 
Care Orgs

Dental 
Professionals

Funders
OHA State 

Sealant 
Program

Volunteers

Community-
based Orgs

Comprehensive Model

PROCESS:
• Convene
• Foster 

partnerships; set 
up contracts

• Deliver Services
• Track Progress
• Measure Results
• Continual 

Communication

SERVICES:
• Coordination
• Parent Education
• Dental Screenings
• Sealants
• Fluoride Varnish
• Oral Hygiene 

Education
• Referrals
• Transportation
• Access to Dentists



CCO Metric

Unduplicated number of children in the age categories of 

6-9 and 10-14 who received a sealant on a permanent 

molar tooth regardless of whether the sealant was 

provided by a dentist or a non-dentist.



Oregon Children’s Dental Health 

Initiative Partners



Clatsop
Columbia

Washington

Clackamas

Multnomah Hood River

Polk Marion

Yamhill

Lincoln

Lake

Klamath

Lane

Linn

Douglas

Coos

Curry
Josephine Jackson

Grant

Umatilla

Union

Wallowa

Morrow

Wasco

Gilliam

Sherman

Harney

Malheur

Crook

Wheeler

Jefferson

Deschutes

Baker

Oregon Children’s Dental Health Initiative: School-Based Programs
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Key Points

• This is a preventable disease!  Let’s build a 

sustainable system of care.

• True integration takes all providers.  Connect the 

mouth with the body. 


