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stoppers at 503-981

| Canby Utility offering home water
filter program beginning July 1

Canby Utility has a home ter system,

oodburn so be sent to crimestoppers@ci.

d Woodburn’s wa-
Woodburn is offering a WPD’s smartphone app.

waler filter program coming For more information call
July 1. “tf tf — —7 the Canby Utility office at 503-
Under the new program, 266-1156.

water custoiners can submit a
paid receipt or proof of pur- ST S e
chase to Canhy Utility and re-
ceive a one-time rebate of $25.
This rebate will be paid to the
appiicant by way of a utility
bill credit.

“This new home water filter
promotion was approved by
the (Canby Utility) board to
encourage water customers to
purchase a home water filter
system as a measure to im-
prove the taste of their drink-
ing water in their homes,”
said General Manager Dan
Murphy.

Canby Utility customers
wheo have bought a water fil-
ter can bring their receipt or
proof of purchase into the of-
fice at 154 NW First Ave. and
apply for the $25 rebate begin-
ning July 1. Castomers will
qualify for the $25 rehate for a
new water filter purchase, for
a previous water filter pur-
chase, or for purchase of a re-

placement filter cartridge for
their filtration system. Canby
Utility also will provide a re-
bate of up to $200 for qualify-
ing commercial water custom-
ers who invest in a commer-
cial water {iltration system or
for the cost of re-pacl of an

Ee exisiing commercial water fil-

The city’s water system was not partment at 503
officials said.

"The vandals attempted to conceal ing information leading to the arres
The city of

their identities. -
by Centennial Park soncession stand.

cession stand.

d the terremain
ty

Parr Road Water Treatment Facility cff
and the nearby Centennial Park con-

haye released this videu.shweil!ame image of ane of the two individuals suspected of 'vandalizipg the Parr

Road water treatment facility and ihe neari

During the. night, police repori compromised an

Woodburn police hope fo nab van-
that two suspects vandalize

dals who caused significant damage
to city-owned equipment and facili-

ties June 16.
Wondburn pofic
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Educatlon

Nitrate: : Is It Hidin

7 fik

‘The best prou.fcuon ag&mst
contaminants harming your
family’s water supply is having
an annual checkup of your
water well system, Yearly
sereenings for nitrate and
coliferm bacteria are part of
being a well owner, Additional
tests are suggested in special
circumstances - floods, heavy
rainfalls, known chemical spills
~ toensuee thal you always
have safe drinking water,

Nitrgte contamination js &
known problem in many areas
of the Southern Willamette
Valley.

What is nitrate {NO3-)?

Nitrate is the simplest form
of nitrogen that occurs in the
natural environment. They are
essential nutrients for plants,
which absorh them from soil,
The excess nitrate not used by
the plants are carried througlh
the soil to groundwaterina
pracess cafted “leaching.”
Once the nitrate is moved
with the water past the roat
zone it rermains there nntil it
is pumped back through the
water system, moves in the
aquiler to a new location, or is
removed by water treatment
technigues.

What are sources
of nitrate?

Plant fertilizer is a
commen source in the
Southern Willamette Valley.
It is important to foflow
fertilization directions, and
remember that while the
right amount is good, over
fertilization is a waste of
resources that the plants
can't use and contributes to
water contamination. Human
and animal wastes are alsoa
confributar to nitrate issues.
Large manure piles should
be covered during the rainy
season to prevent leaching.
Septic systems are important
to maintain regularly to
ensure that waste is being
broken dowi and treated
appropriatety. All septic
tanks need to be pumped ona
regular basis,

Why should I be concerned
about nitrate?

The U.S. Environmentaj
Protection Agency hasa
maximum contaminant
level for nitrate at 10 parts
per mdllion. If your personal
water supplies test over 5
parts per million, learn the
potential health effects for

your personal situatior. High
levels of nitrate can cause
health problems, including
methemogtobinemia,
commonly known as “blue
baby syndrome.” In short,
nitrate interferes with the
blocd’s ability to carry -~
oxygen to body tissies. This
can be an acute condition

in which the baby's health
deteriorates rapidly in a span
of a few days. It can cause
shortness of breath, increased
susceptibility to iliness,
heart attacks, and even
death by aspliyxiation. Older
children and aduits are able
to withstand higher levels of
nitrate, however, there have
been reports that nitrates
could potentially be linked to
gastrointestinal cancer.

How can nitrates reach my
private water supply?

Nitrate is very soluble, and
does not bind with soil. Once
past the root zone, nitrate will
move rapidly with water to
the aquifer.

How canitellif my water
has nitrate in it?

‘the one way to know for
sure is to have your water

gin Your Well Water?

tested because nitrate is
colorless, tasteless, and
odorless, The 0SU Extension
Service offers free nitrate
screenings in the Linn and
Benton County offices during
business hours. You can zlso
use g private laboratory to
have the water tested. Visit
hitp:/ fwellwater.oregonstate.
edu ta find a fab near you.

What can be done if

nitrate is in my water?
Reverse osmosis asa

whole home or point-of-use

system is the best method

for nitrate removal. Nitrate

is not absorked through the

skin, so you only need to trea:

water used for cooking and

drinking. -
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"I'he Dalles residents enjoy
a high quality water supply,
but the dellvery syslem
needs about $10 millisn in
upgrades.

“In general, water use al-
most doubles in the sum-
mertime, and in summer,
there is less waler in Miil
Creek,” said Latry McCol-
lum, water qualily manager
for the city of The Dalles.

“We are committed to de-
livering the highest guality
drinking waler, possible,”
" stated The Dalles’ snnual

“Drinking Waler Quality Re-

port,” issued last week. “To

that end, we remain vigilant
in meeting the chailenges of
new regulalions, source
water protection, water con-
servation, and planning for
the future, while continuing

ta serve the needs of all of Larry McCollum, water quality manager for The Dalles, points out how some of the city's
wiater system works at the Wicks Water Treatment Piant on Mill Greek. The plant was buit
in the early 19505, and in the summar typicatiy supplies between 3.5 million and 5 million

our waler users.”

"The city's water system
Is in pretty good shape over-
all. It provides very high
quality to our customers on
a consistent and reliable
basis,” said Dave Anderson,
the ciiy's public worles direc-
tor.

Anderson and his crew-

are shifting into high gear
this year with plans to re-
piace, hopefully by the end
of 2018, -a wooden pipeline
that is more than a century
old.

The city needs to replace

gellons of drinking waler per day for residenis of The Dalles.

Jesse Burkhardt gholo

all of the Dog River line, a
3.5-mile wooden pipeline
that supplies more than half
of all the water used each
year
Dalles. The line was put in
the greund in the early 1900s
and it is bdsically at the end
of ifs useful iife, with seri-
ous leakage and the poten-
{ial to fail completely.

Public works officlals esti-
mate that the pipeline is

by residenis of The-

lealing as muck as 15 per-
cent of the water it carrles &
year

The goal of fmlshmg by
2618 will oceur provided
funding is secured and envi-
ronmental concerns are ade-
quately addressed. The pro-
ject would cost $8 million,
and replace the entire wood-
en pipeline with dustile iron
pipe.

“Dog River Is a worry”

said Mayor Steve Lawrence.
“This wonden line leaks one
willion galtons a day at peak
New. The price tag (fo re-
place it) Is areund $8 mil-
lion, and we have $4 million.
We are seeking grants; in-
cluding from the Legisia-
ture. It is on schedule so
long as the federal

See WATER Page A5

WLter

Continued from Page Al

permitting process doesn't
get bogped down.”

The Dalles’ drinking
watel' comes mainly from
the city’s municipa) water-
shed, a 22,000-acre area
soulhwest of The Dalles.
Rain and melling snow
collect in the basin, which
includes Bog River, Alder
Creek, Crow Creek, and
the South Fork of Mill
Creak. The water is stored
behind the Crow Creek
Dam, which can hold as
much as 267 million gal-
ons of watern

During the summer
months, water from the
city's three wells aiso eon-
tributes to the water sup-
ply In 2615, the ¢ity pro-
vided nearly 1.3 billion
gallens of water for its
customers, Of that, about
71 percent came from the
walershed, and about 23

percent came from the
city's wells.

Those ratios are aot typ-
ieal, however: In fact, in re-
cent years — fraom 2611
through 2034 — the percent-
age of surface water baing
used ranged from 87 per-
cent o 89 percent, with
well use no more than 13
percent in any of ihose
four years.

McCollum said the city
used more well water last
year because there iwas
less snowpeck and condi-
tions were drier than nor-
mal.

“It was a drought year
last year,” he said, “We're
reliant on Mother Nature
and what she provides,
and we adjust according-

“The surface water sys~f

tem is largely dependent
upon accamulated snow-
pack in the mountains,”
added Anderson. He noted
2015 “was a year of serious
drought and provided a
record low snowpack. The
experience last year again
demonstrated the value of
having muitiple water sup-
ply sources,”

Lawrence said he is con-
cerned absut finding and
fixing other aging parts of
the waler transmission
system in addilion to ihe
IJog River Pipeline,

"I think my biggest
worry is the age of water
lines long ignored and
sometimes not identified,”

Lawrence said.

Anderson agreed.

“It's an: agihg system
and there are maintenance
neads that ave being ad-
dressed,” he sald. “After
completion of this praject,
there will be an angoing
need to replace other aged
pipelines in the water dis-
tribation sysiem, many of

- which ave also aver 100

years old, and maintain
other cxisting water sys-
tem asseis,”

On anollier front, the
city is mvesting in a waler
infrastructure project de-
signed 1o increase the ca-
pacity of the Lone Pine
Weil — one of the city's
three wells — from 1,500
gallons per minute to 3,000

S,

gallons per minute, This
project, estimaled (o cost
nearly $1.3 millien, is
scheduled to begin laier
this year and be finalized
by May of 2017.

“The strengthening of
{he well system increases
our ability to provide good
water during a drought,”
Lawrence said.

Anderson pointed out
that the city's highest quali-
ty water comes from its
surface water suppiies,
which are treated at the
Wicks Water Treaiment
Plant on Reservoir Road.

“The higher mineral
content of the well waler,
while it meets ail drinking
waler standards, provides
certain challenges and is

less desirable for some of
the city's customers,” An-
derson explained.

According to the cily’s
water report, The Dalles
appears (o be in especially
good shape with the overall
hkealth of iis water re-
sources. Almost daily sam-
pling throughout 2015
showed ne coliforin bacte-
ria, no f.coli, no pesticides,
and 1o organic or inorgan-
i compeunds.

And while lead contami-
nants in tap water has been
a big issue across the na-
tion in recent menths, city
officials explained that il
lead is present in drinking

water, . it usually comes’

from pipes or other plamb.
ing components as oppoged

to the watfer souree itself,

“The c¢ity is responsible
for providing high quality
drinking water, but cannot
control the variety of mate-
rials used in plumbing
components,” read an ex-
cerpt from the report.

To reduce the risk of in-
gesting lead, cily officials
recommend that water cus-
tomers tlush theh cold
waider lap for 30 seconds or
up to two mimites hefore
using the water for drink-
ing or cooking. For those
worried that they may have
lead in their pipes, an Bnvi-
ronmental Protection
Agency hotline telephone
numher kas been set up for
constmers to calk: 800426

e
4791, / : j_ R
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BY RYAN MOLONEY

CLEANING THE

DRINKING WATER o

he McKenzic Riverjs homie to a diverse collection of wildlife and is also the
source f Eugene’s drifking waler, The 90-mile wibutary of the Willamelte is
yome to fish 1ike Tambow trout, spring Chinook and mountain whitefish. Unforte-
nalely, the wildlife, as well as anyone else drinking the waser, shares the siver with
beer cans, maltresses and televisions among other waste that has been dumped
into the McKenzie. .
The McKenzie Watershed Council (MWC) is hosling its annual McKenzie River
cleanup on July 9. The river cleanup will lake piace from 9 am 10 2 pm anda celebr:llia.n
will foblow at Hendricks Bridge Wayside in Springfield from 1 1o 4 pm. The MciKenzie
River Guides Association (MRGAY and the McKenzie Flyfishers will cohost the event.
The McKenzie River cleanup has been an annual event for more than 40 yeass and
was started by the MRGA, but MWC hLas been the main host in recent years.
The McKenzie River is the primary drinking water source for Eugene and is also an
indirect water source for Springfield, whick: gets 90 percent of its drinking water from
wells ihat tap into water from the
e e Shringfield plans 1o
use the Mclenzie River as a di-

-
‘lt’s a matter Of CiVIC tect drinking waler source when
. its carrent sources reach capacity,
H aceording to the Springfield Udl-
pride to keep a clean, ;77 |

. The MWG, fonned i 1993, is
aesthetlca“g a nionprofid volunteer group that
sirives to testore aud protect the
H N ’ McKenzie River’s water guality
pIeGSIng rlver' and wildlife, MWC has an 8s-
' _ LARRY S1¥, sortment of events, projects ard
MCKENZIE WATERSHED COUNCIL,  programs throughant the year,
like its Salmon Watcls program, a
children’s education program for

Lane County sudents.
“[1’s critical that we protect the

T T IT I

Fisranvaresannrnbbasssars

McKenzie,” MWC Executive Director Laity Six says. .

Volunieers will sigi in at Hendrivks Bridge Wayside, the event’s headquarters, and be
directed (o their sssigned location. Some peaple will go out on boats, while others will
collect trash from the river's shores. Volunteers wili cover 80 miles of the MclCenzie,
Last year’s 120 volunteers coliected more tzash thaa the Dampsters could hold, Six says.

“t*m really heaviened by the volunteers that are willing to spend their Saturday o
come down and help with this,” Six tells EW. “It's a Jabor of love for everybody.”

After the cleanup ends, volunteers are bivited ta 2 celebratory barbecue frons 1 1o 4
pm at the cleanup headguarters at Hendricks Bridge. There will be free food, prizes and
‘Ishirts available at the site. . )

“1t’s a matter of civic pride 1o keep a clean, aesthelically pleasiog river,” Six says.

Go ta mckenziewc.org for a st of sections of the river and waysides and boat launch-
5 16 be cleaned aid contact Amanda Wilson & administration@mckenziewe.org or by
phone at 458-201-8150 1o sign up. EHendricks Bridge is located at 38870 Hendricks Park

Road in Springfield. =
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Another
test finds
high lead

levels

Residences on Oakdale

Avenue above Lhreshold

for lead, tests show
7447

By Damian Mann
Mail Tribunz

Awater test at residences on
Dakdale Avenue in Medford
detected high lead levels prior
to the removal of a lead pigtail
pipe last month.

Lartry Rains, manager of the
Medford Water Commission,
said the results of the tests will
be released soon.

“They're higl, but we need
to tell the homeowner first,”
he said.

Rains said additional tests
after the removal of the lead
pigtail, a connector that was
onee commonly used between
main lines and the service
line that feeds the meter, will
determine whether lead levels
remain high.

In the past three years,
the Water Cemmission has
rermoved five 18~ to 24-inch
pigtails, particalarly In areas
with old water lines that date
back as far as 1909.

Of the 5,000 water meters
that will be checked in the
city, the Water Commission
has inspected 1,762 and found
16 that warrant further inves-
tigation. The 16 had galvanized
lines connected 10 the water
meters, a sign of a possible
pigtail.

The lead pipe in the water
line that served six residences
in one house on Oakdale was
found in Medford june 20
near Central Medford High.
Another pigtail was found
eatlier in the same area on Elm
Street, but the owner declined
to allow testing. Both pigtails
were replaced with copper
coomectors.

The Water Commission,
which has recommended all
homeowners run the water fer

SEE LEAD, .u‘/

LEAD

From Page Al

up te two minutes prior to
dsinking If they havehotbeen
used recently, also thinks
gome older homes have lead
pipes in them, whick would
be the homeowners’ respon-
sibility to replace.

Rains szid concerns about
corrosion in pipes came to
light around Febnzary, though
hereferenced an earlier study
that also found Medford’s
water to be slightly corrosive.
Soft water in Medford, which
is good for washing clothes
and dishes, is corrosive to
pipes and can leach out meials
such as copper and lead.

Rains said he alerted the
Water Commisslon beard
about the corrosion issue in
February, but he said he didn't
alert the public immediately
then or when a lead pigtail
was found a few months ago.

“py jobis to deliver that to
the board,” he said.

Leigh Jehnson, board chair-
man, said the board became
aware that a lead pigtail
had been found about two
months ago and bamediately
directed staff to study the
issue, The board alsp didn’t
make an announcement to
the public although the jssue
was discussed in an gpen
meeting,

“It doesn’t Rake any sense
that we’d alert the public
when there wasn't a prob-
lem,” he said.

At first, he said, the board
wasa’tsure that alead pigtail
would canse any health issues.

"We didn®t know what it
meant,” he said. “We have
ta be cautious about zlerting
anybody."

The board has also been
conrcerned about the cor-
rosion issue and has agreed
to spend about $250,000 if
necessary to fully study that
problem, Joheson said,

He said he wasn't sure when
Water Commission staff first
became aware of the corio-
sion issue, whicls was Lrought
up by Rosie Pindilli, water
quality director at the Water
Commissiof.

“I have no idea when Rasle
presented the first infor-
1nalion to the manager,” he
said,

The Water Commission
Loard also agreed Wednesday
tospendupto $20,000 tohire
CrownHill Consulting LLC of
Medferd to canduct a perfor-
mancerevieiv of Rains.

The review wiil include
interviews with the board
as well as anonymous
interviews with Water Com-
missien staff and other outside
agencies.

johnsor said the yeview
wasn't cafled for because
of the contreversy over the
lead pipe issue or how it was
handled, He said performance
revilews are routinely son-
ducted by many businesses
and organizations,

Rains, who has worked
at the Water Gommission
since 1988, became manager
in 2004 and has had perfor-
mance reviews previousiy
but sald he's never had 2 so-
cafled ¥360 review, " inwhich
employees are interviewed to
see how they feel about the
Imdnager.

“Ia iny fong careet, 've
done everything the best T
ean,” he said.

The Water Commissior has
also found high lead levels in
other parts of Medford.

On Mareh 15, the Water
Commission conducted
a test at a fire hydrant on
South Pacific Highway and
found lead levels exceeding
300 parts per billion, That's
20 times the EPA limit of 15
parts pet billion.

On May 2, lead levels
exceeded L5 parls per biflion
atasample statior a short dis-
tance from the fire hydrant,
which iz normally not a joca-
tion used for testing.

After thoroughly flushing
the line, a june 2 test found
lead levels well below the
limits, The reason for the high
lead levels hasn't been deter-
mined yet.

Last year, the Water Com-
mission found high lead
levels at a fire hydrant near
City Hall. The hydrants and a
connector were both repiaced
andlead levels fell well below
federal limits. In addition,
commission staff metnbers
said they now run the water
in their own building for up
to 30 minates before using it
after slightly elevated levels of
copper were found las{ year,

Despite some isolated
issues, Medford’s two water
sources — Big Buttte Springs
and the Rogue River — both
continue to show impurity
levels that are well below fed -
erat health limits.

744-7
—Reach reporier Dumian
Maim at §41-770-4476 or
dmanp@mailtriburte.com.
Follow him on www. twitter.
cam/sreporterdm,
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OAKDALE AVENUE

Grace Wilson of Medlord says she is still in denial over a Medford Water Commission lest thal
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of her Oakdale Avenue home, LIAIL TRIBUNE / JAMIE LUSGH

One measurement was nearly 80 times the EPA action level

By Damian Mana
il Fribune

Residentsin six houses on
Oakdale Avenue expressed
shock Thursday aftey leaming
that their water tesied high
for lead after the Medford
‘Water Comunission discov-
¢red aead pipelast month,

“I'm still in the denial
phase,” said Grace Wilson,
61, whoaddedshe triestolead
ahealthy lifestyZe,

‘Wilsonwondered whether
the Medford Water Com-
mission wonld pay for tests
to determine whether she,
her nelghbors or her neigh-
bors’ children have high
levels of lead, which ean

acennvlate in the body's
organs. She worried she
wouldn’t be able to handle

any detoxification measures,

The commission released
results of 2 water test con-
ducted June 23, prior to
removal of a lead pigtail con-
nection that provided water
from the main line to the six
separate residences.

Thefirst sainple, whicl was
tested after water sat in the
pipes for six hours, showed
lead levels of 28.4 parts per
biition, almest twice as high
as the Federal Environmen-
tal Pretection Agency action
level of 35 parts par billion,

After the water was run
for several Jiters to deter-
mine what kind of effect was
produced by the pigtai, lead
leveis spiked to 439 paits
per billion, almost 30 times
higher thanEPA actionlevels.

Once 4 few more liters of

Lead tests shock residents

waler ran through the tap,
lead levels measured 18 parts
per bilion.

Commission Manager
Larry Rains said he would
deseribe the third spike as
“abnermal."

“"Maybe something could
have chipped off and got
caught in that one samgple,”
he said.

Rains sald he dica’t think
the thied spike meant that
there might also be 2 lead
problem inthemainne un-
ning down the street.

“We don't think there's
anything In the main,” he
said, but he added that he
couldn’t be100 percent sure,

Raing sald the first high
reading is probably an indi-
cation that theze are feadlines
inside thehouse, which would

oun igh fevels of [ead in the drin! ngwale

be the owner's responsibility
toreplace.

The Water Commissicn
plans torn more water tests
now that the pigtail has beeny
removed to see whether simi-
lar spikes appear.

Rains said the issue of lead
tests foy residents themselves
hasn™t come up at the Water
Commission previously.

“We haven’t gone down
that road yet," be said,

The commission wil
teplacepigtails asfast aspos-
sible, Rains safd. He injtially
said multiple tesis would be
conducted prior to removal,
but he said that practice may
endoncethe Water Conunis-
ston: gets encugh readings to

predict what they will find,
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“Thereisno denying that ifwe
leave water in lead pigtails, it is
going Lo stough off,” he said.

The commissioninay evenbu-
ally have toadd soda ash or some
other compound to the water so
itisn't assoft, because soff water
causes corrosion, Rains said. The
commission s preparing to con-
duct a corrosion study.

The commission has found

five lead pigtails and has been
looking at 5,000 water metersin
the city to see whether they are
conniected to 2 galvanized pipe,
which can indicate the presence
of alead pigtail.

Sharon Siegtried, a 60-year-
old grandmother, said she is
particularly coneerned about
the five children age 4 fo 15 who
livein the house.

“Ithink it sucks,” she said.

8l:e said the children have
‘been drinking the water, thongh
they dorun it through apurifier,

Slegfried said she wants to hear
what the second round of results
determine before the kids drink
the water.

“It’s supposed to have baen
fixed,"” she said.

In the meantime, the family
willhave o drink bottied water,
Siegfiicd said.

44-7

—Rench reporter Damlan
Manr at §41-776-4476 ar
dmann@mailfribuie.com.
Follow him on www. twitter.
comsreporterdm.
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From Al

systern that are more
likely %o have plumbing
materials contzining lead.
The city conducts these
fests every three years, as
raquired, and has not de-
tected lead levels in res-
idential properties that
exceed the federal health
limits,

The city’s water supply
comes from the Willa-
maette River and the Rock
Creck Watershed, and
lead has never been de-
tected in 1hese sources.

Sheypard said that if the
follow-up tests come back
positive, the city will be-
gin tracing the problem
back from the fountains.

“The fountnins will re-
main elosed until we can
determine if the fountains
are safe or until we can
make them safe ) Shepard
said. “It might be incon-

venient, bui the safety of

our watet is paramount ”

Cregon State University
conducted similar testing
of its facilities after the

LEAD AT A GLANCE

Lead enters drinking water primarily through piumbing
materials. Exposure to lead may cause heaith problems
rangirg frem stomach disiress to brain damage.

In 1991, the federal Environmental Protection Agency pi
fished a regulation to control lead in drinking water. The
treatment technique for the rule requires systems to mi
iter drinking water at customer taps. If lead concentrati
exceed an action level of 15 parts per billion in mere the
10% of custorner taps sampled, the system must under-
take a number of additional actions to controi corrosion

If the actien level for lead is exceeded, the system must
also inform the pubiic about steps they shouid take io

protect their heaith and may have to replace lead servic
lines under theis control. For more Infarmation hitps://

viww.epa.gov/dwreginfo/iead-and-copper-rule#addition

al-resourcas

0OSU tested 40 Unlversity
Housing and Dining Ser-

vices buildings and ene,-

Poling Hall on.South-
west Weatherford Place,
showed levels above the
EPA limits in one sink and
three showers.

0S80 has shut off water
to those fixtures until re-
pairs are made and plans
to do more extensive
testing that should be
finished by August, said
Dan Kermoyan, assistant

Kermoyan said t!
testing at other OSU fat
ities, inctuding Extens!
Service offices, expe
mental and ressarch s
tions as well as the Be
and Mewport campus
will be completed by ea
September.

Contact reporter James '
Day at fim.day@gazette-
times.com or 541-758-
9542. Foliow at Twitter.
com/jameshday or
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“The single most important thing folks can do is flush their water pipes.”
— JOE HARWOOD, WEB SFOKESMAN

Chnrs Prevecn/ The Register-Guard

TBS Engineeting's Jose Herrera labels a water sample taken from a faucet near the Sheldon Community Pool in Eugene.

By ALisAA ROEMELING
‘The Register-Guard

2he discovery this spring of ele-
vated levels of lead in drinking
water at several Eugene School

s Distriet schools and other build-
ings has prompted a ficod of questions
about the possible prevalence of lead
in drinking water elsewhere in Lane
County, including in tens of thousands
of older homes with water pipes and
fixtures that may comtain lead

At several school district build-
ings across Eugene, tests found lead
levels exceeding the safety limits set
by the federal government. By exten-
sion, it's possible there may be lead
in the drinking water of privately
owned properties, such as homes —
aithough, becauss testing typically is
up to homeowners, it's unclear whether
the hazardous material is indeed widely

. present, Intermitient spot testing in

recent years at a number of private
properties by the Eugene Water & Elece

tric Board hasn't found high levels of
lead in the drinking water, the agency
says.

The Eugene School District intends
to comprehengively test its water over
the summer, Cfficials in the Spring-
field and Bethel school distriets
recently announced they would, too,
mindful that children under the age
of 6 are especially susceptible to harm
from high levels of lead in water. If

Turn to WATER, Page A8
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Water:

Continaed from Page Al

ingested, the metal can
cause serions injury or
death.

Now, several other
area organizations and
goverment entities are
following soit. The citics
of Eugene and Spring-
feld will test select
drinldng water sites, offi-
cialy said last month.

Older homes atrisk

But what about hom-
eovmets In the Evgene-
Springficld area? Should
they be worrled abuut
elevated levels of leed in
their water?

In short: Yes,

The U5, Environmen-
tal Protection Agency
says resldential homes
built before 1986 are
more likely 1w have
lead pipes, fixtures and
solder. That's betause
Congress didn't prohibit
the use of lead-based
pipes in public water
systems, or in plumbing
iu facilitles providizg
water for human cen-
sumption, until June of
that year.

In Lane County, 77,578
homes — or about 72
perent of all homes in
the county — were built
before 1988, said Lane
Comnty Assessor Mike
Coswles,

Newer homes built
after 19868 dre alse at
tisk, however, because
even plumbing materi-
als touted as “lead free”
may cobtdln up 10 § per-
ceat fead, according to
the EPA.

Congress made some
recent changes 1o the
Safe Water Drinking Act
that could provide even
maore protection from
tead in drinking water,
and officlals mandarted in
2014 that the lead con-
tent of pipes and pipe
fittings, plumbing fittings
and fixtures in new con-
struetion not exceed 0.25
percent

There are now i
number of restrictions
on the installation of
water piping and fig-
tires fn new construe-
tion. Plus, water sysicm
providers are required
by law to provide and
maintain safe, clean
drinking water to dis-
tribute to their custome
EI8.

Bul that doesn't pro-
teet ocenpants of oldet
properties. The most
cemmen way lead ends
up In drinking water is
from brass or chrome-
plated brass faucets and
Iixtures with lead solder
in the property of the
end user — that is, in
each person’s bome, Sig-
nificant amounts of lead

UM, rULY I 2ULD
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Cities follow school district in testing for lead

zar leach from these fir-
tures and solder into the
drinking water, the EPA
SA¥S.

‘There are no gov-
ernment-mandated pros
grams to iest plumbing
oy water quality inside
private homes. S0 it's up
o each homeowner 10
determine whether ele-
vated levels of lead ate
present

“Since you cannot
see, taste or smell lead
dissolved in water, test-
ing is the only sure
way of telling whether
thers are harmful guat-
tities of lead In your
drinking water” the
EPA savs.

Testing recommanded

EWEB, which pro-
vides nearty 200,000
people and businesses
with clean water from
the McKentzie River, rec-
ommends that these con-
cerned about lead in
thelr bome's water have
it professionaliy tested.

‘The standard for &
safe amount of Jead in
the water is 15 parts per
bilon, or pph. Anything
above that it considered
elevated, aecording to
the EPA.

Several state-certified
labs in the atea come
plete the tests, which
typicilly cost about 530,
EWER spokesman Joe
Harwood said. A list of
the labs can be found on
the EWEB website, Also,
those coneetned abour
Iead in houschold plumb.
ing can call or emall
the EWEB water qoal-
ity office for mere infar-
mation.

Testing Xits also are
available to purchase
online, Harwood said.

Fushing pipes can holp

There ate 3 number
of ways to deal with cie-
vated lead tn drinking
water — Including the
potentially costly step of
repiading the plumbnng
and fixmures in o home.

Officials at Eugene-
based Kevin Coben
Plumbing said replac-
ing watetr pipes in a sin-
gle-family home usually
costs $2,000 to $3,000,
depending on the size of
the honse,

But there are also
wuch simpler and
cheaper ways to mostly
alleviate the issoe

“The single most
impertant thing folks
can do js flush their
warer pipes,’ Harwood
said. “Flrst thing in the
morning and when you
get honle from work or
school, Jet the tap run
for two or three mine
utes or until the water
is cold”

TESTING FOR LEAD

* Worried about lend in your heusehold plumbing?
Call EWEE Water Quality at 541-341-8500 or emall
waterquality@eweb.org for Information an how

to get your water tested, EWEB is responsible for
providing high-quatity drinking water, but does nat
cantrol the matarials used In household plumbing
camponents, More information on fead in drinking
water, testing methods and steps a resdent can
take to minimize exposure is avaliable from the Safe
Drinking Water HotlineSafe Drinking Water Hotline
(800-426-4791) or at epa.gov/your-drinking-water/
basic-Informatlon-abeut-lead-drinking-water.

Tips for minimiziny eXposure

to lead in drinking water

# Flush water plpes: After several hours of non-use,

let tap water run for 30 seconds to 2 minutes
until it bacames notlseably coider before using

drinking or cooking,

or

4 Do not draw hot tap witer for caoking, drinking
or miging aby formula. Alwoys start with fresh, cold

‘water.

+ Ragularly clean your faucet mesh aerator,

25 partlcles contalning lead from solder o7 okd
heusehald plumbing can become trapped inslde,
Regular cleanlng every few months will remave

theze particles.

+ Consider replacing existing fixtures with law-
lend fixtures. As of January 2014, pipes, fittings
and fortures used for consuming drinking water
are required to contain less than 0.25 percent lead.
When buylng new flxtures, consumers should seek
out those with the towest lead content,

& Have tep water tested by a state-cortifled [ob.
Visit www.eweb,org far a list of [abs.

Harwood sald water
that's been sitting in
pipes overnight ot for an
evtended period of time
is much mare Likely 10
¢ontain high levels of
Tlead,

1n addition ta fush-
ing pipes, residents
should never draw hot
tap water for cooking or
drinking and especially
not for mixing baby for-
mula, Harwood satd.
That's hecanse hot watet
dissalves contaminants
found iz wany home
pipez, including lead,
more quickly than cold
water, he sald,

Young children,
infants and fetuses are
partealarly wulnerable to
Jead hecause the physi-
cal and behavioral barms
of lead oecur at Jower
exposure levels in chfl
dren than in adults, says
the EPA.

“A dose of lead that
would bave litde effect
on an adult can have
a significant cffect on
a child. In thildren,
low Tevels of exposure
have been linked to
damage to the central
and peripheral nervons
system, learning disabil-
{ties, shorter stature,
impaired hearing and
impalired formation and
funicdon of blood cefls”
the EPA says.

Said Harwood: “Lead
can damage the braln
and nerveus systen,
espacially {n young chil-
dren”

Another way to avoid
Jead in househald water

{s to avoid drinkivg the
water, of have it filtered,
Harwood said.

‘These who find high
levels of lead In thei
bousehoid drinking water
snould consider using
Tottled water or o whtet
filter, says the EPA Boil-
Ing water will not get
rd of lead, the agency
nutes, Water flters afe
relatively inexpensive 10
buy md easy to imstall,
but 4 consumer should
check 10 ensure they
remove lead.

EWEB also recom-
mends regularly clean-
ieg fancet aerators
-+ the metal mesh typ-
jeally found on the tip
of modern indoor water
fzucets. Most acvators
are serewed onto the
fancet hezd and can be
temoved easily.

“Partcles eontain-
ing lcad from solder or
old household plumb-
ing can borome trapped
in faucet aerators, EWER
says. Regular cleaning
every few months will
remave those particles
and reduce exposure to
tead

Service line lead removed

Drinking water can
also be ¢optaminated
with lead from muatelpal
vnderground pipes that
Toute water from water
mains 1o water meters
and into homes,

Buz that likely lsn't
the case in Eugene, Har-
woud said

The EPAS treatment
technique for lead, also

known as the “lead and
copper rule,” requires
systems such as EWEB
10 coflect tap samples
from sites served by the
systern that are mere
likely to have plumb-
ing materials comtain-
ing lead. According

o the EPA website,

if more than 16 per-
cent of tap water same
ples exceed the lead
actfon level of 15 ppb,
then waler systems are
required to take addi-
tional actions, incud-
ing: {mproving corrosion
control programs, edu-
cating the public about
lead in drinking water
and how consumers cai
veduce their exposure,
and replacing portions
of tead service lines
upder the warer's system
control.

EWEB in the 19708
and ‘BOs removed every
service lne rhat may
have contalned lead,
inciuding removing all
brass and chrome fix-
tures with ltead solder.

“"We rewnoved all lead
scrvice lines that we
koow of" Harwood said
“We'te pretiy sure we've
gotten everything”

Test results nogative

Following the Temoval
of the pipes, EWER did
annuil tests on at least
100 sites throughout
FEugene, Harwood 5aid.
But after years of tost
rasults coming back neg-
ative, the Oregon Health
Anthocity and the EPA
gaid EWEB onty had to
complete the tests once
every three years, at 50
different sites.

"We had dbout 100
geographic sites in the
zrea and we wonld go
knocking on doors and
draw water fTom some-
ane’s house, Harwood
said, “Once in 2 while
we do find elevated
levels of lead in some-
ones home, and we
advise them to consider
updating their plumbing
and fhcrures”

Results following the
most recent tesiy com-
pleted in 2015 showsd
that node of the 50 sites
tested had clevated Jevels
of lead present in the
water, EWEB dara show.
The same is true for the
&0-site Test completed
in 2012, although two
sites were found o have
Jevels of 13 and 14 ppb.

ALl homeowners who
had their sites tested
received their homes'
results aftey each Tound
of testing, Harwood said

Part of the EPAS
lead rule lso requires
waler systems to control
the cerrosivity of their
water, Most waiey sys-

tems, such as EWEEB and
the Springfield Unlity
Board, accomplish this
by increasing pH levels,
or the level of hydio-
gen ion concentrition, to
make the water less cor-
rasive.

SUE spokeswaoman
Meredith Clark said cor-
rosive or acidic water
Increases the chance of
Jead leeching into drink-
ing waser,

"When water is o6
acidic, it corrodes pipes
ore guickly, and if
the water ig traveling
throngh pipes with lead
soldering, that's when
the lead Jeaches over-
night” Clark said,

Rut Clark said Spring-
field doesn't have ovetly
cortosive water

“Therd's ne known
lead service lines in our
system, ang the watel
we source doesn't have
tead o it," Clark added.

SUB gets maost of its
water from wells near
the MeKenzie River,
About 10 percent of its
water comes frotn the
Middle Fork Willamette
River.

Clark and Harwoed
both said no detect-
able levels of lead have
ever been found at their
WALEr SOUCLEs.

Lead afise found in paint

Although elevated
lovels of lead in water
ave been the focns of
Tecent media attention
— after the debacle with
the Fiint, Mich., water
systern — lead 15 found
in more than just drink-
ing water.

The EPA says older
homes and build-
ings are more likely to
have 1zad-based paint.
More than 87 per-
cent of honses built
before 1940 likely con-
tatn lead-based paint,
aceording to the EPA,
Additlenally, if a home
ar bofiding was built
before 1978, theve's
a good chance It has
lead-based paint some-
where on it. In 1978,
the federval govern-
ment banned consumer
uses of lead-contain-
ing paint, which is one
of the most commen
causes of lead poison-
ing,

For more informa-
tion about lead in watet,
paint, dust, or on 10ys
and playgrounds, and
how 1o deal with it,
wvisit apagov/lead/pre-
tect-your-family-expo-
sures-lead.

— 7447
Followr Alishg on Terite
ter @alisharecmeling.
Email alisha.roemeling@
registerguard.con
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Tlint goes against the

lean, safe drinking water has been a grow-
¢ topic of concern i the news (and :

in
arcund the water cooler) in the past few

meonths. What started as alocal crisis in
Tlint, Mich., about lead in the drinking water has
over the country. This serutiny is appropriate be-

broadened into media investigations and public
discourse about water safety in communities all

C

~ cause what happened in

Bandon, OR
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ide a safe

core ethic of the water industry: to prov

SOAPBOX

by Marilyn MeWilliams

COMMUNITY

triet staff remain commiited to delivering safe
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drinking water each and every day to the 217,000

drinking water Is

s important to note that the

Flint situation differs greatly from TVWD, most,

notably that {he district has never used lead ser-
rpically caused by aging plumbing and fixtures

inside homes or buildings, not from the water

vice lines. Lead in the distribution system is a sig-
Inn our region, elevated lead in

nificant problem not onty in Flint but other cities

customers we serve, It
with aging infrastructure.

é&mﬁ@%& report was sent

in electric bill to residents

BANDON — Last week,
the City of Bandon sent
out the 2015 Water Quality
Report at the beginning of
the 2016 budget year as is
required by the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act. Bandon uses
surface water from two
sonrces, Ferry Creek and
Geiger Creek, and our wa-
1ot treatment plant treated
approxithately 227 million
gallons of water last year,

Water treatment is 2
four-step process. In the
first step, alum is added to
theuntreated water tomake
particles like dirt and sedi-

ment stick together. These
particles ciump together
into larger particles calied
floc i the second step and
then enter the settling tank
where they settle to the
bottom. In the third step,
the clarified water flows

though the sand and char-
¢oal filters which remove
Jignin and coloration as well
as dissolved organic com-
ponents. In the final step,
the chicrine generator adds
chloring to kill any germs
and tokeep the water safeas
it travels throughthe distric
bution systerni£6 your tap:
This report fives us the
resultsof the water quality
tests which are conducted
on schedules mandated by
the Water Quality Act. Tn
this year's report, the lead
and copper testing results
are actually from the test
which was run in 2015,
These tests are un every
three years unless the ac~
tionlevelisteached — when
they are run mmore often. The
printer used last year's for-
at when filling in thecur-~

rent tesults and neglected

to change the testing date
frorm 2012 to 2015 on that
format, As you can see from
the report, the lavel of lead
in our water is extremely
low. The city only has a few
o0ld lines remaining downin
0ld Town which could pos-

-sibly add lead to the water:

.andthese are’being replaced:
whenever there is the op-
‘portunity to get at them
during street construction.
We also are very careful to
keep our water at a neutral
PH so that lead cannot be
dissclved into the water.
There will be a utility
commissioner at Brewed
Awakenings from 10 to
J1aum. every Saturday to
answer guestions about
the utilities aud their op-
erations. Please feel free to

drop by with your ques- |

tions, or just to listex.

jewelry, toys and cosmet-
d young children are most

, [ood, ceramics,
at visk for lead contamination.

ics. Pregnant women an;
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ing paint

Homes built or plunbed with copper lines befare
1985 or eontaining certain fixtures may contain
by contacting the Lead Line at 503-988-4000. Flush-
TVWD tests a sampling of customer homes
throughout the district every six months for lead
and copper. Those results are reported through

ing the cold tap untif the water is cold to the touch
you feel you are at risk and have not had your wa-

{typically 30 seconds to 2 minutes) is advisable if
fer tested.

lead solder or parts that leach lead into the water.

TVWD customers with concerns about lead in
their drinking water can obtain free lead testing

Ontario, DR |
{Malheur Co.) [
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/ CITY OF ONTARIO

Lead pipes,
no problems
in city water

HUNTER MARROW /7 v\__w\_.\\ Q
i

THE ARGUS OBSERVER  {

ONTARIO :

Lead in drinking water has taken
center stage in the last several
months with the lead leaching situa-~
tion in Flint, Michigan, at the start
of 2016 and more locally in Oregon
with recommendations by the
Oregon Department of Education
for school districts to test and report
their water lead levels.

In Ontaric, Jead isn’t shown to be
aproblem.

A 2015 water quality repott re-

A\ leased by CHIM, the city’s public
““works department, shows 1.6 pats

per billion of Izad in the city’s drink-
ing water, significantly lower than
the 15 parts per billion required by

_.~ SEE PIPES | PAGE 42

the regional Jeint Monitering Program to the Ore-
gon Health Authoritly to make sure that the water

TVWD is hosting a Lead and Water Quality

we deliver to customers meeis safe drinking water
Community Forum at 6 p.m. Thursday at district

standards and is not causing significant corrosion
of home plumbing, Since 1999 when this monitor-

ing program was started, the collective results
from homes sampled in ‘F'VWD's service area have

never exceeded the action level for tead set by the

Envircnmental Protection Agency.

headquarters, 1850 S.W. 170th Ave. in Beaverton.

The TVWD Board and staff take our role as

Water quality experts from TVWD will be joined
stewards of the public trust very seriousty, and

by staff from the Washington County Health De-

partment, {he Beaverton School Distriet and the
formation about lead to you and your family and

Willameite Water Supply Program to present in-
answel' any questions you may have.

protecting the health and safety of our customers

and their drinking water are of paramount impor-
tarce. We hope you will join us at this wpeoming
event to learn more about ongoing efforts to help
safeguard our community and limit hazards relat-
ed to lead. More information ahout this event and
your water service can be found at tvwd.org.

Comimnissiners

Marilyn MctWillioms is the president of the TVIWD Board of

PIPES: We follow those ?smmm&%

FROM mwmmz

the U.8, Environmental
Protection Agency for
comrective action.

“The city doesn’t have
a lead issue to the best of
our knowledge,” public
works dircctor CIiff
Leeper said.

The deparument pro-
vides water 10 3,900 cus-
tomers In the city and
meters that water on
comunercial, residential
and industrial properties,
Leeper said. Thirty of
those sites are tested
every three years, he
said, the last in 2014,

But “we don’tknow
how many lead service
pipes we have in
Ontario.” Leeper said.

Cne of the most com-
mon ways fead makes
its way into drinking
water is through a
leaching process in oid
plumbing materials,
many of which contain
lzad, according to the
1.8, Environmental
Protection Agency.

The agency lists old
pipes, plumbing fit-
tings, fixtures, solder
and flux as common
sources of lead.

Cagey Mordhorst, &
public works official
who deals with utility

maintenance, said a prot
gram that systematically

replaces lead pipes
has been in place fora
few years .

Although not every
water main is lead free,
Leeper said the high pH
level in the Snake River
has helped lower the
levels of inorganic con-
tarninants such as lead
and copper in Ontatio’s
water. Eighty percent of
the city’s drinking water
cores from the Snake
River, Leeper said. The
other 20 percent comes
from wells.

The Oregon
Department of Health ad-
mojnisters lead testing in
drinking water, Leeper
said. If, for example,
CH2M wanted to change
its chernical feed system,
it would need prior ap-
proval from the health
department.

“We follow those
protocols to the fetter,”
he said.

Izad isn't the only
contaminant officials
watch for, Arsenic, a
naturally occurring sub-
stance in this area, has
caused headaches for
nearby officials. The
EPA allows 10 parts per
billion in drinking wa-

ter, and Nyssa, Vale and
Adrian must treat their
water to meet that feder-
al limit,

Cntario’s arsenic level

is 4 parts per billion,

Leeper said,

Mayor Ren Verini
said testing contarni-
nants 1§ necessary for
public safety.

“When we talk about
safety in our communi-
ty, we're not just talking
about police and fire,
we're talking about ar-
eas of infrastructure Iike
in our drinking water,”
Verini said.

City manager Adam
Brown praised the con-
trols set in place by the
state and federal gov-
ermment in keeping resi-
dents safe.

I have confidence in
CH2M to monitor those
levels, and dhey have
the experience to do

s50,” Brown sald.

The next batch of test-
ing for the drinking wa-
ter will come in summsr
2017, Leeper said.

\..“ e
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a news re-
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SUNDAY §0CUS MEDFORD WATER
COMMISSION RESPONSE

pattern emerges of downplaying
warnings of metals leaching into water
Damlan Mann Mail Tribune a4

Dan and Kathteen Kornstadwere alarmed at the metailic
taste of theit water, and even their miniature dachshund,
Gracie, refused to drink it unless it was firstsun through
afilter.

After the Kornstads complained in March about the taste
as well as sediment left in their toflet bowlto the Medford
Water Gommsssion, testswere conducted at afire hydrant
across the skreet on South Pacific Highway and high lead
levels were discovered — a result that was never reported
to the Kornstads.

«gomebody's trying to cover their ass,” Dan Kornstad,
60, said after the Mail Tribune told him last week about
a series of tests thal began on March 15, including one
that showed lead 20 thines higher than the Envirenme ntat
Protection Agency action level, "That kind of ticks me off
alittle bit.” « s v s s v o SEERIOHTMARE™ A3

Timeline of
Medford Water
Commission
response to
lead pipes

AUGS, 2015: High -+ .
lead levels Tound a1
hydrant aear Mediard
Water Commission;
underground tine and
hydrant replaced, but
oFfice silll runs tap far
20 to 30 minutes each
mosning

AUG, 17, 2015: Lead
pigtaif replaced at 767
5. Dakdale Ave,

FEB, 12, 2016: Water
Quality Manager Rosle
Pinditli writes memo
10 Water Commanissiont
Manager Larry Rains

dbtaillng tier coneems- -

ahelt corfosive wates
Issues.

APRR 6: Water
Commission holds
internalmeeting on
Pindili's corrasion
{ssues

MAY & 2816: Ralns

tells Medford Water
Commission board there
are"no known lead
piping" in the system,
thoughhe touldn't he
100 percent sure.

1AY 4: Lead pigtarl
{ound and replacedat

0B MewtownSt.” " ™ ”

MAY 27; Lead plotail
found and replaced at
19 H, Peach 5t

JUME 20: Farmal
investigation infu
profilem of bead pintails
In Medford begins

JUNE22: Lead
pigtall found

on Dakdale

Avenug,

replaced

June2q

JUNE 27: Lead

pigtail found on Elm
Street, replaced fune
LY 7Lt pigha
fournid at Faurth

and Quince stizets,
replaced Nufy 12
JULY 8; Lead glgtalls
found on Horth Ozan

and West Lith steets,

feplaced fuly 13-4

il

T

ULY 11: Lead piptail
found o \West 10th
Sireet, replaced fuly 13

— Afedford Waler

e
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’ NIGHTMARE

From Page A

The Kornstads are among
many Medford residents now
auestioning the quality of watet
coming out of their kaps as the
Water Commission discovers
more lead pipes and launches
acorresion study to'determine
hew much the water, consid-
ered pristine when it leaves
Big Butte Springs, can pick
up harmful metals from pipes
along the way.

According to documents
obtained by the Mail Trlbune,
the Kernstads' situation fits
Into a paitern suggesling the
Medford Water Commission
may have downplayedrepeated
warnings that lead and coppet:
could leachinto the water, and
the commission's board mey
havebeenisled about the pres-
ence of {ead pipesin the system.

Water Commission Man-
ager Larry Rains told the board
at its May 4 meeting, "To my
knowledge we have roknown
lead piping that exists in our
system today,” though he
adided he couldn't be 100 per-
cent certafn,

On the same day, the
commission’s service crew
discovered a lead “pigtail”
{connecting pipe) on Newton
Street in west Medford. On
May 27, another pigtail was
found on Oakdale Avenue,
and tests taken at 2 Vap inside
the house confirmed highlead
levels, Water Commission
reccrds show a lead connee-
tor hiad been found on Oakdale
Avonue before, imAugust 2615,

Commission Water Qual-
ity Manager Rosie Pindilli, in 2
May 11 memo to Rains, wicte
she had “staled many times
that we should not claim we
have no lead Ines until we
prove we tio not — that could
becomea publie nightmare,”

Pindilli teld Rains In the
memo that despite his con-
tention that po lead lines are
in thesystem, the servicecraw
has “told me over and over that
there are LSLs {lead service
lines) in the system, which
have relayed to you and others
meny {imes."

Rains, in a phone interview,
salid he hadn't heard of aJead
pipe found In the system for
about eight years, but be said
he should bave rephyased kis
statement Lo the board. “In
zretrospect, Lwould have quali-
fied my definition of known',”
he said,

He said he was unaware al
the tinte he made that state-
‘ment that a pips had been
found a year eariier, Rains
said he had asked key staff and
service crew: “Have you found
any lead piglails#”

iiNobody raised thejr hand,”
Rains said, "Nobody said
anything.”

Albthe May 18 board meeting,
Rains didn't disclose the dis-
covery of thelead pipe earfier
that menth and didn't retract
his earlier statement, He slso
didn’t reference the May 1
memo from Pindilli, in which
she wrote that as many as a
tialf dozen other lead lines are
suspectedin the system.

Rains sajd he wasn’t sure
when the board became aware
of the finding of a lead pigtail
in the system.

In the past year, nine lead
pigtails have been uncovered
and replaced in the system,
according Lo Waler Gommis-
slon records, Six have been
found in the past month. In
faur separate tests at various
spots in Medford over the past
year, the commission has dis-
covered kigh lead Jovels that

tiwleﬁge‘ we have
AU knnwn_[eaq piping that exists in our

System today,

—#hediord Water Commission #Aznages Larry Rains to the
commlssion board during its May § meeting

‘They have told me over and over that

— - there are (lead service Imes)inthe —— .. -
system, which 1 have refayed to you and
others many tines. | alse stated sany
times that we should not claim we have
no tead lines until we prove we do not —
that could become a public nightmare.’

~Mentn ta Medford Water Commission Manager Earry Ralns
trom Watey Qualily Director RosTe Pindliil, May 11, 1016

surpass the EPA zction lovel of
15 parts per bilifon.

Lead is particulasly barmful
1o childrers and can canse neu—
Tologleal disorders. Lead that
exceeded the federal action
level has beer: found at aresi-
dence onOakdale Avenue, at
tws locations on South Pacific
Highway, at a fire hydrant at
jokh and Ivy strests and at a
vacant loton West Mein Sizeet.

Pindilil, contacted by phone,
said commission servics crew
members have told her lead
pipes continued to bz found in
1he system but the erew was
instructed toreplace them and
nal alk about them.

She sald she was given =
different story about the lead
plpas from the service crew
than the one Rains recounted.

According to emails, memuas
and oiher documents from the
Water Commission, Pindiili
has voleed her concern over
her four years on the job that
Medford's corrosive water
sould leach lead, copper and
other metals inde the water
system. Inthe emails, shemade
frequent attempis to bring the
{ssuz Lothe Water Commission
boardand urged laking stepsto
deal with corrosive water,

3 was frustrated that it teck
as long as it did for anybody to
listen,” Pindis said,

Though Medford’s water
is consldered pristine — both
Biz Buite Springs and the
Rogue River, where water {5
drawnto ! t supplies

the soft water, which is good
for lathering np in the shower,
has atendency toleach metals
elsewhere, such as those fouad
in pipes, as It passes through.

The ieaching of metals
into the water can be mini-
mized by adding chemicals, 2
common practice with agen-
cles throughout the country,
Pindills said.

The Water Gommission
beard on July 6 authorized a
study that could cost about
$250,000 {o detezmine the
corrosiveness of Medford's
water and the extent of lead
pipes ani lead-soldered joints
in the system.

Out of 5,000 service meters
in an older area of Medford,
the Water Commission already
has investigated 2,216 for lead
pipes so far. The commission
conducted 22 exploratory holes
and found six pigtails, The
cowmmission has an additional
clght locations that will require
farther investigation.

Leigh Johnson, chaicman of
the Water Commission board,
said the board becams aware
of some of these issues and the
email exehanges between Pin-
dill and Rains about possible
corroslon and lead pipes only
within the past three months.

*Theboard wasnot aware of
all of thatuntit April,” Johnson
sald. “Comimunication cer-
tainly counld have been befter.”

The board vated July ¢ to
conduet areview of Rains®

during the months,

perfc as on
ition he's held

test within EPA Hmits — but

since 1uoq,‘thuugh Johnson

RICARDO LUSEH

o m

ABOVE: Dan and Kaibleen Homstad are coscerned thal the Medford Water
Commission didwt tell them about High Sevels of lead Jound in water from a
hydrani near their home, Matt TRIBUKE / IAMKE LUSCH

BELOVY: The Modlond Water Cammission works to remave a fead pigtail from
Manifiton and Lith streels In fedtord on Thirsday. AL TRIBUNE PHOTO /

said it was not because of the
{ead pipe issue, The review will
include inlerviews with the
boazd as well as anonymous
interviews with Waler Com-
mission staff and other outside

‘The Water Commission in
Juncbegan offerlng free test~
ing inside houses If a lead
cennector Is found. Howavet,

the commission didn’t offer 1o
test the Kornstads” tap water.
Rains said the Komstadslive
inzmobile heme park on a pri-
vate system that receives water
from the Water Corminlssion.
“They're required to dothelr
own testing,” he said, Since i
was diffleult to take a sample
at the master meter going into
the mobile home park, the

ABOUT THIS
REFORT

Mall Tribuna reporter
Darmfan Mann pared
through hundreds of
pages of emaltls and ather
documents from the past
four months obtalned
from the Medford Water
Commission after a .
public records request.
The emalls were bebwean
Larry Rains, commlssion
manager; Rosle Pindill,
water guality manager;
Jlm Stockton, water
treabment director;

Eric Johnson, princfpal
engineer; and Ken
sahnson, operations
superiptendent, and
Included emals to those
staffers from water
quality consuliants,

‘Water Commission decided
to sample at the fire hydzant.
Even after a purging of the line,
lead levels were high. Another
sample was taken at a test-
ing station nearby. Again the
lead readings were high, Rains
said, More purging of thelines
finally branght the lead levels
down below EPA Jevels at both
the hydsant and testing station.
Flrs hydrants ave also exempt
from regulations about using
{ead materials in Fixtures that
come in condact with water,
he said.

The Kornstaids were given a
brief analysis of the water they
found, but the metat results
weren't forwarded, Ralns
confinned.

*J den't have an answer ot
knowledge why he wasn't
glven more,” Ralns sald. He
referzed to Pindilli for more
information.

Pindilli said she could con-
firm the metal tests were not
given to the Kornstads, whe
were only given results of
chlotine Jevels, temperature,
pH, conductivity and Lotal dis-
solved solids.

Asked why she didn"t provide
themetal tests to the Kornstads
as well, Pindiili said, *I was
pretty much directed not 10,"
referring to Rains. She said that
after additional flushing of the
Lines, more testing indicated
ead was well below aclion
levels,

Pindilli saidin the emailsthat
she's received numerous cus-
tomer complaints related to
metals in water over the last
four years, and cn Feb, 12,
2016, she wiote a five-page
memo about hez concerns to

“\What triggered my nvesti-
gationofthe possitleleachingof
maetals into thewater was onmy
first day of work at MAVC, after
drinking the coffee madeinthe
annexbreakroom. Ittasted tet-
rible, and, due 1o my previons
experience, T knew why, This

SEE HIGNTMARE, A“/




NIGHTMARE

From Page A3

wras further confirmed by calls
from system customers com-
plaining about taste and odor
issues, blue staining of fixtures,
browm colored water and biack
particles in the water.”

On Aug. 3,2015, tests in the
Lausmann Anmex next to City
Hall showed high copperlevels,
and tests at a fire hydrant out-
side thabuilding showed high
lead levels. Since then, Water
Commission employees run
the tap for up te 30 minutes to
flush the lines in the morning
before drinking the water.

After Pindilli raised the
alarms about the corro-
sion issue in her memo, she
expressed frustration about
not being able to Lring the
matter to the Water Commis-
sion board’s attention.

On Maxch 1, 2016, Pindill
emailed Rains about an alert
sent out by the American Water
Works Association urging
more transpareney about lead
and copper issues, “This alert
further emphasizes some of our
discussion yesterday about my
conecerns of alack of transpar-~
ency,” Pindill wrote.

On March 14, Pindilli asked
Rains whether she showld pro-~
vide an update te the board on.
lead and copper as well as a
complaint about water quality
issues on Forest Hills Drive.

Rains responded on March
15, "Rosie, not at this time. Just
a brief report on what water
quality is doing in this season
of the year. Of course be pre~
pared to answer any questions
that may come up.”

On April 25, Pindili asked
Rains whether he wanted more
puble outreach, inchuding work-
ing elogely with spokeswomen
Sara Bristol and Laura Hod-
nett to bring them up to speed

about the corrosive water topic
that was going to be discussed
at an upcoming public meet-
ing. "The mors knowledge end
vnderstanding Sara has of this
issue, thebetter she will be zhle
to communicate with the public
and interview with the media,”
Pindili wrote, “Hope youagres.”

Rains responded on April 25,
“Rosie, I do not want anyone at
the meeting except who was
invited.”

Inaphoneinterview, Pindilii
said she had been frustrated
that her issues over corrosion
weren't being heeded, She said
she continned to be frustrated
after providing the February
memo to Rains becanse other
senior staff were conducting
meetings about the corrosion
issue and excluding her.

“After I gave him the memo,
Inever heard apeep,” she said.

Rains gaid it took staff some
fHime to review Pindilli'smemo
and process the informatien.
He said duringthe months that
followed ha worked to prepare
something for the board’s
review. An internal meeting on
April 6 thatincluded two board
members reviewed the corro-
sion issues, Rains said.

A 1981 study found Med-
ford water was coryosive to
pipes, 50 it wags an issue that
was familiar with moest people
2t the Water Cemmission,
Rains said. The study, a copy
of which was given to the Mail
Tribune, determined thecor-
rosive water wasn'ta health
threat and found it dida’t
appear to be damaging pipes.

Raing said he was the one
who asked Pindilli to prepare
the memoe outlining her con-
cerns about the leaching of lead
and copper into the system. He
g2id he asked for her thoughts
on corrosion after stories broke
about highlead levels found in
Flint, Mich.

Pindilli

said in an

interviewshe’d been asking for
acorrosion study for more than
three years befora she prepared
the memo, and she said she
Temembers that er conversa-
tienwith Rains sbout the issue
had a different tone toit.

“He said, ‘I am Hred of you
bringing this up,’” Pindilli
sald. Tt was like three years of
bringing this ferth after seeing
black wates, blue water and
everything else in the lines.
Corrosion was eating away at
valves, we had stuck valves and
‘we had broken valves.”

On Feb. 29, just after she
provided the memo to Rains,
Pindilli said she wascalled into
ameeting with Rains over what

day that he would discuss rec-
ommendations for corrosion
options in apresentation to the
beard. “What are you wanting
toreport oninvelving lead and
copper?” he asked.

At the May 18 meeting,
Pindilli descrited how 1,400
water systems throughout the
country have exceededfederal
action levels for Iead. She said
many large water systems have
corrosion control systems in
place to minimize the leach-
g of copper and lead into the
water, but Medford does not.

“Everybody’s stressing you
peed to get out infront of this,”
Pindilli told the board. At the
meeting, Pindili didn’t discuss

ish it was not necessary but I feef
. that the informatior on some fronts is

erstated, inconglusive, circumstantial
and tending to be alarmist.”
= Water Treatment Director fim Stockton's response te

Larrasion memo, Apsil 6

she thought would be a discus -
sion about the corrosion study,
Instead, Pindilli said she was
given an unexpected perfar-
mance review. Unlike previous
performance reviews, she said
she was criticized mainly for
not being a team player.

Pindilli said she was worried
that Raitis wouldn™t let her bring
her concerns to the board,

Or May 17, Pindilli sent
an email te Rains about the
upcoming board meeting stat-
ing, “Last month you asked me
to hold off talking about lead
and copper. Do you want me
totalk about it tormorrow?"

Rains resvended the same

her long-standing concerns
about lead pipes in the system.
or get inta details about her
February memo. She alse
didn’t mention the lead pigtail
found on May 4.
Asked why she didn’t discuss
the pigtail find, Pindiii s2id, “T
would not be able to mentionit.
I would need approval."
Other Water Commission
employees didn't seem con-
vinced about Pindilli’s claims.
Jim Stockten, water
treatment director for the
commission, disputed many
of Pindilli’s concerns about
corrosion in an April & memo
distributed during an internal

committee meeting.

“Twishit was nof necessary,
but I feel that the information
on some fronts is overstated,
inconclusive, circumstantial
and tending to be alarmist,”
Stoclton wrote.

Stockton said the Water
Commission hasn't been com-
placent about the corrosion
Issue, “Every WQ (water gual-
ity) staff member has known
that the water could be corzro-
sivefor many years,” he wrate.

But Stockton wondered
whether any changes were
warrantedand wouldneedtobe
weighed againstheelth-related
or economic considerations.

In bis memo, Stockton said
he couldn't find a record of
Tumerous customer com-
plaints cited by Pindilli
related to metals leaching into
the drinlking water. His own
analysis coneluded that com-
plaints about discelorsd watey
amounted to only 2bout a half
acall amonth.

He also said the Water
Commission’s position was
to remove lead service lines as
they were discovered.

Despite not being persuaded
by Pindelli's assertions, Stock-
ton szid he would support a
professional evaluation of
corrosion issues, particulasrly
because the 1981 study on that
issue was cutdated.

Pindilli also hasurged a more
frequent flushing program
at fire bydrants, Through-
out the system, water sits in
dead-end pipes for months zt
atime. When the fire hydrant is
opened, a stream of rusty water
spews out, according to photos
obtained from the commission.

Metals leaching inte the
systern have had other conse-
quences as well.

On April &, Mark War~
wick, manzging engineer at
the Regional Water Reclama-
tion Facilitv, found that even

though 60 to 70 percent of the
copperis removed from waste-
water, copper levels remain
close to the maximum allowed
to protect aquatic life in the
Rogue River.

“Inz2014 the city submitted
moenitoring data te the Oregon
Department of Environmental
Quality and they found that
copper has a reasonable poten-
tial to violate water quality
standards," Warwick stated.

On April 7, Walt Mever of
the congulting firm West Yost
Associates said, “Wehavebeen
trying toraise the red flag here
for aver twoyearsthat weneed
to be looking at this.”

In Stockton's memo, though,
he stated that concerns about
copper levels at the wastewa-
ter plant relate to sensitivity
about future reguiations that
will be set by DEQ in the next
few years.

Pindilli, who said the copper
levels at the wastewater plantare
high because of the leaching
from pipes in Medford, said
new regulations for the amount
of copper that can flow out of the
treatment plant will be issued in
2017. She saidhigh copperlevels
ave haymful tofish.

Ske said she has been push-
ing for corrosion treatment
that would minimize the
ameount of lead, copper and
other metals leaching inte the
system. Pindilli sald mapy
other water agencies, including
one she worked st previcusly,
had corrosion control treat-
ment in place.

“It stabilizes the water so it
won't attack the lines that it
comes in coptact with,” she
said, “We would combat all this
by treating the water.”

44T
— Reachreparter Darmian
Mann at §41-776-4476 or
dmarm@madtribune.corm.
Follew fim omt wunw. twitter,
eomrevorterdm,
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bl 87 cE g OnWednesday, erews found
o r g E one pigtail on King Street con-
.O U 9 Q g necled to a 1009 main water
B o b3 r 2 3 { line. Two pigtails were found
Mmoo ﬁ a % P‘ on Laurel Street, inchsd-
[l - 2 ing one that used a steerhorn
z g g o 9 % Medford, OR pipe conmector that basically
@5 L — (Ja:kson CD.) diverts water from a singie
@ Medford . line to two water meters. The
; @ ediord Mail Laure] plgtait was connectad
(Cire, D. 51,500) to 21912 water main. The 11ih
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MEDFORD WATER
COMMISSION

Workers

find four

more
pigtails

By Damian Mann
Mall Tribane g4,y

The Medford Water Com-
mission unearthed another
four lead pigtail pipes Wednes-
day, bringlsy to 13 the number
found over the past year.

L.ead pigtails, which were
once wsed to connect service
limes from the water meter to
themain line inthe street, were
found on Laure}, King and 11th
streets Wednesday by a Water
Commission erew.

So far, Water Commission
crews have looked at 2,723
meters in west Medford out
of 5,000 total. They are look-
ing for galvanized pipes on the
street side of the meters. Gal-
vanized pipels anindicator that

lead pigtails, which are about 2
feet jn length, might might be
present, potentizlly posing a
heatth risk to residents.

Eventhough crews will wrap
up theie initfal inspections on
tlie west side, they will follow
upwitha more thorough inves-
tigation at specific locationsto
determine whether pigtails are
located underground

“We will continue to find
some more ont the west side,”

Saya Bristo}, spokeswoman for

the Water Cominission said,

SEE PIGTAILS, ASJ

Sireel pigtail was connected to
a 1909 mainlina.

Service crews recently
found one piglaif on Quince
Streetthatwas connectedtoa
copper pipe, which is unusual
because most appear to have
been connected ta galvanized
lines.,

By next week, crews willbe
going through east Medford
neighborhcods where older
lines are suspecied.

Lasi menth, before one
lead pigtail was removed on
Cakdale Street, water tosts
determined highievels oflead
were found af the tap, theugh
some of the lead could have
come from older pipes inside
the house.

The Water Commission
is awaiting other resulis
from water testing, but in
four separate tests at vari-
ous spots in Medford over
the past year, the commis-
slon has discavered high lead
levels that surpass the EPA
action level of 15 parts per
billion.

Rosie Pindilti, water quality
manager,said the Water Com-
mission tries to get permission
from the property owner
before conducting tests at the
tep. However, the property
owners haven't always glven
permission, though teaants
livlag in {he kouses on these
properties might want their
waler lested.

“If the tenant says Lest the
water, then test the water,”
commission member Jehn
Dailey said in A meeting of the
cominission Wednesday,

The Water Commission has
received 110 c2lls since the
pigtail issue surfaced in [une.

Pindilli said residents
also kave asked her a lot of
questions when she goes out
to nelghborhoods.

“Wlil the Water Commis-
stoiz pay for Blood Lests where
lead was found?” is aquestion
Pindilllrecelves.

The commissien
boardinstructed Pindilli to get
any information she can from
Jackson County Health about
lead issuesto passout to water
cuslomers,

Since the Walar Commis-
sion board beeame aware of
the presence of the Iead pig-
tails, it has offered to conduct
water tests at the cuslomer's
tapto determine whether feal
levels are higher than action
tevels set by the U.S. Envi-
ronmentzt Protection Agency.
Water Commission officials
say previous fess on pigtaits
showed they could raise lead
content above the levels set by
the EBA,

Even though the aumber
of lead pigtails represents a
stall fraction of the meters
investigated, the commission
board hasbean pushing to get
abetter understanding of the
problem.

"We've gone from what we
Ehink was there to knowing
a lot more,” Councilor Bob
Sirosser said.

According te the Oregon
Heaith Authorily, exposure to
drinking water that has greater
than 15 parts per billion of lead
aver long periods of time can
delay children's physieal or
mental development, decrease
IQ in children, cause kidney
problems, inercase blood
pressure and increase the risk
of cancer.

Even though local water
agencles such as the Water

Commission might Lie deliv-
ering water that started cut
lead-fres, tha Hoalth Author-
1Ly cauticns tliat water out of
a tap can still coatzin high
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levels of lead from contact
with household pipes or ather
pipesin the system, Medlonl’s
water routinely passes water
quality inspections with flying
ealors,

Ta44-7
~Reach reporter Damian
Mann ad §41-776-4476 o1
dmann@maittribune.com,
Follow him on www.lwitler,
comsreporterdm.
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Lzke Oswego, OR
{Clackamas Ce.)
Review
(Cir. W. 5,795}

JUL 23

Allen's P.C.B.
Estabiished 1888

After three years,
LO-Tigard water
u_éma is online

iviid
ma& :a% on

treatment plant

remains, but main pipeline is
now supplying water fo both cities

By ANTHONY MACUK.
The Review

'The Lake Oswego-Ti-
gard Water Partnership
project is now fukly on-
line and providing water
to both cities.

The $254 million project
still has one major mile-
stone ahead: completion of
the upgraded water treat-
ment plant in West Linn.
Eut the profect’s new pipe-
line has already taken over
as the primary water sup-
ply for Tigard and Lake
Oswego after three years
of construction.

“This complex project .

has been a huge undertalk-
ing, and we appreciate the
patience and understand-
ing of all residents whose
Lives have been disrupted
by this vital project,” Part-
nership project directer
Joel Komarelk told The Re-
view last week. “After
vears of hard werk by ma-
ny dedicated people, we
can celebrate meeting our
goal to provide a new wa-
ter supply to our partner
Tigard by July 1, 2018.”
The centerpiece of the
project is a series of new
water pipes stretching
over 10 miles from Glad-
stone to Tigard. A raw-wa-
ter pipeline carries un-
treated Clackamas River
water from 2 new intale.
facility in Gladstone under
the Willamette River to an

INSIDE

City councilors approve
the final version of amend-
ments to the city's Tree -
Code, capping off a year-
lang series of debates and
negotiations by the nearly

. three dozen members of
the Ad Hoc Tree Code’ " -
Committee. muo story,
Page Ad.

upgraded treatment facili-
ty in West Linn. More new
pipe brings water from the
treatment station through
Lake Oswego to the Walu-
ga Reservoir. And a fingl
new segment moves water
from the reservoir to T4
gard’s new Boenita pump-
ing station.

Construction of the
treatment plant upgrades
started in 2013, while the
pipeline work got under-
way in 2014. The final piece
of pipe was installed next
to the McVey Avenue
Bridge in Lake Oswego in
March of this year, and the
entire system was then
gradually brought online
after various segments
were tested,

The system has the ca-
pacity to pump up to 38
‘million gallons of water
per day, and is built to rig-
orpus seismic standards

msw_éw / Page Al

Sﬁ&..

From Hunmm Al

that should enable it to survive
a major Cascadia-type earth-
quake.

“For the first time in the
city's history, Tigard now owns
and controls its own high-qual-
ity water supply, no longer pur-
chasing water from the City of
Portland,” said Tigard Mayor
John Cook, “This investment in
ownership will greatly benefit
Egm generations of our citi-
Zens,”

The project was also indi-
rectly responsible for
upgrades to Lake Os-
wego’s primary Waln-
ga Reservoir, The orig-
nal Waluga 1 tank has
served Lake Oswego
since the early 19805,
but last year saw the
opening of the adja-
cent Waluga 2 strue-
ture, enakbling City
workers to drain Walu-
ga 1 in preparation for a much-
needed roof replacement. It is
expected that both reservoirs
wiil be needed to keep up with
future water demand in Lake
Oswego and Tigard.

“This summer marks the be-
ginning of our two commumi-
ties owning and embracing a
new, resilient and state-of-
the art shared water system,”
said Lake Oswego Mayor Kent
Studebaker. “That {5 some-
thing we are extremely proud
of”

8till on the agenda are the
facility upgrades in West Linn.
The plant already features six
pew water filters and a new ad-
ministration building, but the
old building is still in the pro-
cess of baing demolished. The
old building’s space will house
equipment for a new ozone
treatment system, which will
be installed once the demoli-
ticn is complete. The facility
upgrade work will conclude
with landscaping restoration,
and the overall project is eur-
rently on track fo finish in ear-
Ly 2017,

The project proved centro-
versial in is planning stages.
Lake Oswego residents faced
rapidly rising water rates, and
‘West Linn voters were furious
when the City Council there
voted to allow the expansion of

the treatment plant. All along

KOMAREK

WaterWatch lawsuit still pending

the pipeline, neoisy construction
had angry neighbors demand-
ing compensation; drivers whe
had to navigate months of jar-
ring installation work on High-
way 43 were pretty unhappy,
too.

Much of the controversy sur-
rounding the Partnership proj-
ect has died down, but one is-
sue remains unresolved: the
amount of water scheduled to
be drawn from the Clackamas
River.

The project cails for an even-
tual pumping capacity of 38 mii-
ion gallons of water per day,
which is the upper mit
of what Lake Oswego is
allowed to draw from
the Clackamas River
under the city's water-
rights permit from the
Oregon Water Resoure-
Depariment
(OWRD).

But just as the LO-:
Tigard project was get-,
ting underway in 2008,
ar Oregon adveecacy group
called WaterWatch filed a law-
suit against OWRD, alleging
that the permits issued by the
departizent to Lake Dswego
and other nearby water agen-
cies would cecllectively draw
too much water from the river
and threaten endangered spe-
cies of native fish.

The Qregon Court of Appeals
rejected most of WaterWatch's
arguments in a December 2014
decision, but the court did rule
that OWRD had failed to ade-
quately explain its conclusion
that the intake limits set by its
permits would not threaten the
fish. The court directed the
agency to work with the Ore.
gon Department of Fish and
Wildlife to better explain its
rationale for issuing the cur-
rent slate of permits,

“We conclude that the de-
partment’s determination that
the permits, as conditioned,
will maintain the persistence of
listed fish species in the affect-
ed waterway lacks both sub-
stantial evidence and stbstan-
tial reason,” the court wrote in
its ruling.

If the agency ean’t justify the
current limits, it would have to
fssug lower ones. A decision is
still pending and will likely not
be reached for several more
months; OWRD began present-
ing its evidence at an adminis-

All facilities online by July 2016

MULTNOMAHCD.

CLACKANAS COL

WATHNGITN QL

LAKE OSWEGD -

P CLACKAMAS RIVER INTAKE (26 MGD}
€) RAW [UNTREATED} WATER PIPELINE {367~ 48" DIA]
) WATER TREATMENT PLANT (38 M&D)

&) FINISHED (TREATED) WATER PIPELINE {247~ 43* DIA}
€ WALUGA RESERVOIR 2 (3.5 MG}

4 BONITA PUIVP STATION (20 MGD]

Lake Oswego- Tigard
Water Partnership

The completed series of pipes stretches all the way from Gladstone to Tigard.

trative hearing in S8alem last
week, but an agency muowmwuww‘

son said that at least two more
days will be needed to finish all
thé testimony, and # continga-
tion date for the hearing has
not yet been scheduled.

In any case, Komarek told

The Review that it wili likely be
“decades” before Lake Oswego
acd Tigard réach the 33-mil-
lion-gallon level; according to
the project’s website, the two
cities combined currently only

r

SUBMLTTED PHOTOS
Demolition of the old administration building at the West Linn treatment faciliy is one of the last steps in the project. The space wilk be used for
additiona! filters and equipment for an 0zone parification system.

use ahout 20-26 million gallons
per day during the peak sea-
som.

Lake Oswege residents can
also expect one of the project's
peskier side effects te stick
around: high water bills, Rates
were raised dramatically fo
cover the cost of the project; ac-
cording to the cily's master
rates and fees booklet, water
costs rose by 25.5 percent in

2011 and 2012, plus ancther 125

percent in 2013.

The current rates aren't go-
ing to go back down now that
the project is completed — the
final bord payment isn't ex-

pected until 2035. However, Cify -
officials say that from here on -
out, rates are expectedrise atz

slower pace with no more ma-

jor jumps.

The size of the annual rate ,

hike has remained the same or
declined each year after 2012,
down to a projected 4.5-percent
increase this year. The project-
ed increase for 2017 is 2 per-
cent.

Contact Anthony Mocuk at 503-636-
1281 ext. 108 o7 nﬁﬂn:r@&.ﬁaem.
ma.gms_ car. rad
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Leld: Tosin leaches rom old pipes

Middie School, Cary said that TVWD wil]
B From Pﬂgﬂ Al The Beaverton School Dis- ~ jricrense outreach efforls  OUher lead sources
trict has shut off the drinking  about Tead in drinking water Old paint is one of the most

[Washington Co.)
Valley Times

Beaverton, OR f
I
i
I
(Circ. D. 3,860} :

JUL 2 1 2016

Affen's B.CB. Fst. 1888 can feach Invisibiy into drinic-  water at Hightand Park andis  and In 2017 will change its  conmion sources of lead pej-
e ing water, providing bottled water there  testing regimen, part of which  sening, The metal was a comn-”
. AL high encugh tevels, lead  until the S0-year-oid school’s  will Include more- than don- men additive to improve color
/ is a harmful neuroloxin when plumbing is replaced with "bllng the number of tests con-  and coverage until it was
o f swallawedt ar breathed. Un; , lead-free pipes nexl sumimer.  ducted. . v o banned in 1978, Much of that
hezlthy exposure can he par-” District ollicials have taken In another decade, TVWD  old puint is still on homes and”
; 1

ticularly hazardous to devel- similar precautions with sev-  and the eity of Hillshioro,

,  other structures build in the'

- oping fetuses and childven, eral other schools with older along with other petential mid-20th Century. :

GOM IN said Dr, Christina Bawmani, pipes. partiers ineluding Beaverton, Old lead paint should be re-~
deputly’ health officer for The schoel district nlso  will begin tapping the inid- moved by qualified conlractors'

Washinglon Cownty. hired a company to collect wa-  Willamelte River mear or at least covered with new-
Baumann and Cary were ter samples in every school  Wilsonville Lo augment its  paint, which doesn't contain '
among & panel of experts that  and support building and {5 current water sources. Thal lead. Sanding lead paint in-

diseassed lead in the drinking awniting tesl results, reported  waley source, which will ke

creases exposure. Even soilt'
water supply during a July 14  Nathan Potler, 1 member of  (reated, sitnilarly condalns fit-  near buildings wlth lead paint
. publicforum at'PVWIPs head-  the waler panel wha is over-  tle lo 1o deteclable lead lev-  con contain unsafe lemlie\.'els"L
LY 7 quarters. A few dozen cilizens seeing the preject far BSD. els, sald Dave Kraska, whois  and should be covered or re-;
7 }71 ,!,// PR atiended und asked questions.. FVWD found one hume last everseeing that project, 1noved, Bauiana saig,
N People drinking TVWD wa-  spring where [ead levels were W Seme imported goods have
Toxin usua”y gets tor include more than 200000  tested at an alarming 113 Neduce lead in drinking water also been found to contain-
s residents of a large area that  parts per billion, more than Tuzlatin Valley Water Dis- ligh levels of lead, These can-'
n ﬁ'orn hoﬂ’le aﬂd {akes in unincorporated cont-  seven times the 15 paris per  ftrict officials recommend thie clude toys, jewelry, pottery,”
Ly 4 . mimnilties suck as Aloha, Ruck  billion Tevel the Environmen-  foliowing steps to help ve-  fulk medicine, cosmetics and
buﬂd”’[g pipes Creek, Bethany and Cedar ta} Protection Ageney hassel  duce the lead lovels in wator  even candy., .
Mill, as wefl as parts of incor-  as its “action level” to sufe-  used for drinking, cooking Work and hobbies can he a’
By ENIC APALATEGH porated Hillshore, Reaverton,  guard healih, and baby formula: souirce of exposure, too. Take"
TFhe Times Tigard and Metzger. Upon investigation, it & Use onty cold water. Hot  precantions to limit contact '
Other water agencies in  turned out the lest used water water can leach more tead  wlen working wilh stained™
The Tualatin Valley Water Washington County receive collected frem the hot water  iato water, glass, fishing weights, remod.'
Distriet’s waler contains Iit- their water from similar tapin a Httle-used bathreom, M Fiush pipes until the wa-  eling and automotive projects,
ile to no lead as it makes its sources and also have report- decoriling to district engineer  {er ig noficeably colder. this  and ammunition and firing"
way to your home, business ed low lovels of lead in their  Bill . Richmond. When the may take 20 seconds to bwo ranges, Baumain said,
or gchool, . supply. pipes were fushed with colé  minutes. Sowe industrial activity and
But it might be a different Lead levels in water supply  water, leag dipped to barely M Beiling waler won’t ve-  old pesticides also ave a poien-
story when it gets there. systems have long been test-  detectable Tevels, he said. move lead. In facl, it may tal source of lead exposare. |
“In our region, the higgest ed, but testing water where Using cold water from well-  concentrate the heavy metal, Eating diets rich in calehng -
rigk we receive from lead (in it's conswned is much less  flushed Pipes for drinking nnd B Remove the faucet aera-  fvon and vitamin C can reduce
drinking water}isin {he homes common. cooking js @ simple way lore-  tor periodically and clean it the aisount of lead a person™
and buiidings,” satd Joel Cary, The isstie has recoived ex-  duee exposurs tolead, evenin  out Temove trapped parti- absorbs, Baumann sald,
who oversces water safety is- Lra scrutiny lately, particular-  homes with pipes that include  cles. Also, frequent hand-wasii.
sues for TVWD. . ly after dangerously higl lev-  the heavy metal in solder, fix- B Not zll water filiration  ing has:a beneficiat effect oif;
‘While TVWD's distribution els were detected in Flint, tures o7 ofher components, syslems are designed to re- reduclng Ingostlon of lead‘
lines are lead-free, the plumb- Mich,, and concerning levels  experts said. llaving your wa- move lead, so shop carcfuliy.  from other exposures in addi™
ing in many older buildings were found much closer to  ter tested and taking other B Have your water testedd  tionlo helping limit thespread_‘
across the Tegion was assem- home in Portland and even at  simple steps outiined with for lead. Call 503-983-4000 for of caminuaicable iflnesses, she;
bled with con:ponents contain- Beaverlon's Hightand Park this article also can help. afreekit. added. , “i. [N
tag lead, a heavy metal thal i}xf ’,f/l ’7
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Ganby Utlllty(-, m?gases rates again

' Can By DAHIEL PEARSON : ' think I ever would — consumers saying the
/ The Canby Herald ' proposed rate increase should be bigger.”
resi demjs Steve Gutierrez, a Canby resident who

The Canby Utility Board of Direclors ap- started the Facebook page “Canby Water
t()ld the proved a rate increase effcctive Augusi1of - .Stinks,” attended the public hearing to con-

- - about 10 percent (3.63), the second price hike ' ¢inue his eforts to be part of the solution for
board the ‘inless than nine months. =™ - - - *Wﬂmr’%ﬂﬁw in Canby
: . Canby Utility rajsed rates last November 1 ~ Ul waler supply, fie said.
{HCTEASE by about 39 & month for residential customers . Gutierrez, who said he initially suggested *

' iS 1ot and approximately 335 a month for commer- ° to the board of directors that Canby Utility

’ cial and industrial users. should offer customers a $25 rebate that’

enou gh Dan Murphy, Canby Utility’s general man- - -would go toward the purchase of a water fil-
ager, said the latest increase providedare- * - teror filtering system — that pregram cur-

sponse from the public that he had not ever
heard in his-25 years managing utility compa-
nies in different regions across the U.5.
“It was interesting because the people in
attendance af the public hearing were very in
. " favor of the rate increnss,” Murphy sald.
! . “Ong even sald on the vétord that it probably
;;;8hould be more so we can generate more
.y, {revenue) for a water treatrnent plapt that
-, will remove the taste and odor compounds, -

rently is ia place — favors the 20 percent rate
hike so the company can afford the research ,
needed to find a solutien,
1 think the inerease is a good 4hing and

that it was (instituted) to continue going in

. the directlon (Canby Utility) has been going -
with infrastructure improvements and even-:
tually the building of the new treatment facil:
ity,” Guiierrez said. . '
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i

UTILITY: Increase will Ihelp offset
foregasted spikes in operating expenses

(Continued from page 1}

“There's no quick b — onty hand aids to
make the current situation aceepiable for paid
service,” Guiterrez continued. "Ia my epinion,
figuring cut how to provide water ihat is free
of ihe bad taste and odor that comes from ihe
orgusic compounds present in the Molalla Riv-
el is az ethical matter based on humans need-
i waler and having o purchase 4 product ¢f
consisfently poor guality.”

Murphy said the 10 percent increase Is need-
2d to partially offset forecasted spikes in oper-
aling expenses and algo o gencrate revenue
for the master plan and the projectsin it, one
of which is the construction of a new water
freatment plant.

w5t will fund growih-related investmenis in
infrasiructure in the water system,” Murphy
said. “There are a whele list of projects we
1ieed Lo do that are listed in the master plan
and on cur website, We've identified areas in
{he system that need lo be replaced and-or ex-
panded and we need to fix old, depreciated
lines we know are leaking.”

The Bonneville Power Adminisiration (BPA)

{

jnereased by 7.1 percent wholesale power and
transinission costs, which became effective
last Qct. 1. That was the largest contributing
factor for Canby Utility's Nov, 2015 rate adjust-
ment need. Canby Utility has experienced &p-
proximately a 5.6 pevcent increase in diminish-
ing reserves and operating expenses since 2613
due to using its own reserve funds to pay for
cost increnses rather than passing ihose rates I
on to the consumet.

Costs have reached the point where they no
jonger can be internally absorbed by the utili-

“We are generating revenue fo use for a wa-
ter treatmens plant {upgrade) but we have to
have money to gel the design dene and for ev-
erything that's needed to float the bords fora
new water treatment plant,” Murphy said. "It
costs a lot, and Hinean alot —se much that (at
corrent rate ievels) we can’t generate ensugh
to even make a dent. But we still need money
to find (he money to fund construction of a new
facility, which will be several million dojlars.”

For more information visit Canby Utility’s
webasite at www.canbyutilify org. L

Sy

Water system credibility lacking

he continuing saga of the Med-
l ford Water Commission’s handling

of 1ead contamination isless about
public health than about public disclosure,
The potential barm to water customers from
ingesting lead is certainty a concern, but so far,
thete is no evidence that anyone's health has
been affected. The commission’s credibility,
on the other hand, is onlife support, 744~

The commission has a great deal te answer
for, especially the inaction of its manager,
Larry Rains, and what appear to be deliberate
aitempts to deny and then conceal the exis-
tence of lead supply lines beneath the city’s
streets,

Mail Tribusie reporter Pamian Manr, ina
story in Sunday’s paper, detailed Water Qual-
ity Menager Rose Pinditli’s repeated warnings
to Rains and her attempts to bring the matter
to the attention of the Beard of Water Com-
missianers, only to be told not to. Mann relied
on hundreds of pages of emails and other
documents obtained through a public records

Tequest.

Pindilli was concerned net only about 0ld
lead “pigtails” still in the system, but diso
about the corresive quatities of the eomnmis-
sion’s water supply leaching copper, lead and
othes matals from pipes asit passes through.
Otherwater systems with soft water similar to
Medford's treat their supply with a cheracal
that prevents leaching.

Rains toid the commission board in a May
4 meeting that he was vnaware of any lead
piping in the system, even thougha lead pigtail
had been found and removed in August 2015,
That same day, May 4, commisslon crews
found a lead pigtail on Newtown Street i west
Medford. .

Crews have now found and replaced 13 lead
pigtails in the past year; 10 of those in the past
mosth. Meanwhile, the soft -water corro-
sion issue resnains, The commission board
this meonth anthorized a study to determine
the corrosiveness of Medford's water and the
extent of lead pipes and joints in the system,

ajthough Pindilli had been expressing concern
about the issue to Rains and others for four
years.

Again, thereis no evidence yet that anyone's
health has been affected by ingesting lead,
despite tests finding Isclated instances of lead
in the water exceeding the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency action fevel, But tha board and
the public shoutd have been told of the pres-
ence of fead service lines and the test results,

Medford has long enjoyed some of the best
water in the world. It still does, but the pipes
used to dellver it need a full inspection, and
the potential of corrosion leaching metals also
miust be addressed. Pretending everything is
fine won't make those problems go awady.

Then commission beard members, who
are appointed to oversee the operation of the
water system, have a responsibility to commu-~
nicate with the publc they serve. To dothat,
they need timely, accurate information from
the Water Commission manager and liis staff,
not dendals and delay.
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7 Geologists
to study

By Jane Stebbins

Pilot stafl vwriter

The U.8, Geological

Survey will spend an

additional $40,000

this fall to investigate
saltwater intrusion.

* below Brookings’ wa-
ter collection systemn
in the Cheteo Hiver

Lo determine how

it migh! affect mu-

nicipal water in the

future.

Harbor has had
problems in each of
the [ast two yeara
with saltwater in-
truding into its mu-
nicipal water supply.
Its water collection
system iz located
about 3.5 miles upriv-
er; Brookings’, which
has not been affected
by the saltwater, is
sited & miles up the
river,

Tha city has had a
joint funding agree-
meni with the federal
agency since 1996
to monitor stream
flow in the river. The
city's annual cost is
$10,700 and will not
increase with the ad-
ditional studies.

High tides — ex-
acerbated by a fult
maon — and a tack of
tain throughout the
summer in each of the
past two years led to
ocean water intruding
into Harbor’s mu-

nicipal system. The
contamination forced
residents to haul
water from friends in
Brookings or buy it
from private provid-
ers until the winter
rains arrived.

Water in the Chetco
River was flowing
at 100 cubic feet per
second — 25 por-
cenl, of mean — as of
Monday; the lowest it
has even been an that
date was last year,
when it lowed at 73
cfs. So far this sum-
mer, there have been
no complamts regard- |
ing the sal:mty of the
tap water in Harbor, "
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. Nyssa, Vale
make progress
with projects

LARRY MEYER

THE ARGUS OBSERVER ! 7 }7[)%/' 7

_ Nyssa is moving ahead with what
it can on ifs water improvenent
project, to address arsenic, although
a treatment piant will continue to be
delayed.

‘The Cily Courcil awarded a con-
{ract to Warmingten Construction of
Ontario to do ihie Oregon side of the
project ta inctude looping some wa-

SEEPROJECTS | PAGE 4

ter lines, and rehabilita%iug 19 fire

PROJECTS: 1 benefit for Vale is increased capacity

RO PAGE A}

hydrants anfl wells in South Park.
The priceg of the contract with

‘Warrington'is about $1.4 million.
The city plans 1o seck new bids

for the treatment piant consiruction

on the Idaho side, as bids came in

higher than expected and more than

the $6.2 million the city has been

funded for. .

- Of that amount, $2.65 million is in

“grants and $3.3 million is a Joan at 1

petcent interest through Oregon’s
Infrastructure Finance Authority.
. City officials are applying for addi-
tionai grant fimds 1o heip cover the
higher costs of the plant, also
through the Finance Authority, City
Manager Roberta Vanderwalf said.
Nyssa’s arsenic levels have been
averaging about 14 paris per billion
in its domestic water system, above
the federal standard of 10 parts per

hilfinn on the ritv ie rannived (o re.

duce the arsenic levels. Arsenic, a
naturally occurring element, has
created similar prablems for Vale
and Adnan waler syslems

put out for bid in Janvary, with con-

struction taking place later in 2017,
Vale has been approved for more

that: $8 miflion to consiruct a new

- freatment plant and make other im-

Vale’s plans "on track"
Although Adrian is unable to
work an planning because of lack
of funding, Vale has been able to

move forward.

Vale's waler improvement proj-
ect has a bid opening on Aug. 11
1o replace un 8-inch line with a 14-
inch line, comnecting a storage
tank o the city’s patable distribu-
tion system.

One of the benefits of the bigger
line is the increase in (he city's ca-
pacity in the event of a fire, Vale
City Manager Lynn Findley said.

Design and engineering work for
Vale's new treatment plant, which
would also address arsenic, contin-
nes That nraieet is exnected to ha

provements to the water system.
“It’s on track,” Findley said.
The project was required after an
Environment Protection Agency-

. funded facility failed 1o keep arsenic

levels within the 10 parts per billion
set by tlwe fedetal agency. Levels of
wsenic in Vate’s water fested as
liigh as 30 parts per billion, accord-
ing to the veport.

The averape concentration was 17
parts per billton, Findley said.

LARRY MEYER is a news reporter at
TheArgus Observer He can
be reached at (541) 823-
4813 or by emaling far-
rymlargusobservercom.To
comment on this story go
ro wwwareusobservercom.
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TVWD water
bills could nmm
$60 a year

District customers would
help pay for Willameite
River water supply project

The Times

A typical residential customer will
Ppay another $60 per year for water if
Tualatin Valley Water Distriet’s board
approves a proposed rate hike.

The district will host
a public hearing on the
propesed increase at 7
p.an. Wednesday, Aug.
17, at distriet headquar-
ters, 1850 S.W. 170th
-Ave., Beaverton.

. the board approves’

the new rates that same
evening, the rates would
take effect Nov, 1 and
help the district pay for
2 pew water supply and
other costs.

" .q,w_m proposal would
raise costs for a typical
household by the equiv-
alent of $5.13 per month,
a 14.4 perceni increase
that would tack mare

Ema_. u.msm
rising?

What: Tualatin
Vallgy Water
District is propos-
ing a rate hike
How Much? A
typical residental
customer wauld
pay an extra 360
per year

When: The TVWD
board will host a
hearing on the
hike at 7 p.m.
Aug. 17

Where: 1550 S.W,
170th Ave.

than $10 opto the drinking water portion of
an average family's bi-monthly bill

Larger residential users and business
customers would see correspondingly larg-

Seg §._Mwh“... Page A1D

From Page AT

er bills.

The propesed rate fncrease
would come on top of a simi-
larly iarge increase in 2015,
when a $10 bi-monthly rise was
the largest in recent memory.

TYWD’s hills are combined
on a single bi-monthly bill with
the wastewater and sewer fees
that Clean Water Services lev-
ies.

CWS's board appreved more
modest rate increases that
took effect in July, adding
about $20 for a year’s worth of
utility bills.

TVWD provides drinking
water to more than 200,000 res-
idents of a large area that in-
cludes unincorporated commu-
nities of Aloha, Rock Creek,
Bethany, Cedar Mill and oth-
ers, in addition to parts of the
cities of Beaverton, Hillsboro,
Tigard and Metzger.

Much of the increase will
help TVWD pay its share of
the Willamette River Water
Supply project, which will add
a long-term and more resilient

ates: TVWD raised
bills by $10 in 2015

. district’s communications di-

water source for large parts of
Washington County.

“That really is a legacy in-
vestment in a new water
seurce for the west side of the
region,” sald Alex Cousins, the

rector. "It really is going to be
the most predictable supply
when it goes online.”

Water rates zlso help fand
seismic upgrades and other in-
frastructure improvements
across the district, such as re-
placing water lines, reserveirs
and pump stations,

The bigger bills also belp
pay for other cost increases,
including & 10.2 percent boost
in the cost of wholesale water
that TVWD buys from the
Portland Water Bureau.

Cousins said tbe district’s
board is mindful about raising
rates, especially for lower-in-
come residents.

They have formed a new ad-
visory committee to study rate
affordability and come up with
recommendations to help cus-
tomers, Cousins said. The com-
mittee will Wmmﬁ Emmgbm this

Bend, OR
(Deschutes Co.)
Bend Bulletin
{Circ. W. 27,547)
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By Marina Starleaf Riker
The Bulletin

Roats Water System
Inc. is in the midst of
seeking a rate increase so
it can buy a condemned
water system, known as
the Juniper Lhility Co.
water system, which has
long been an expensive
headache for the city of
Bend,

If the rate increase is
approved by the Cregon
Public Utility Commis-
sion, the sale could mark
the end of a costly era for
the city, which has been
on the hook t¢ maintain
and run the Juniper Util-
iry Ca. water system for
more than a decade. The
deal depends on the state
utility commission’s ap-
proval of the Roats water
company’s requested rate
increase.

Roats Water System

“would pay $1.4 million for

the syster, while Avion
Water Co. would pay
$400,000 for a smaller
slice of the system,
See Utilities .wb.m
¥

4

e
Utilities
Continued from A1

The Bend City Council vot-
ed unanimously to sell the
gystem, with the exception of
Councilor Casey Roats, who
excused himself from the
vote. His family owns the pri-
vate water company buying
the system, The PUC has ap-
proved the company’s financ-
ing agreement, but has yef to
approve the rate increase.

Yet the requested intrease
is telling of how the city will
have to address utility im-
provements in the future, city
officials say. The cost to pay
and maintain  utilities will
mostly likely fall on the backs
of ratepayers as the city faces
population growth, aging util-
ity systems and limited federal
and state funding.

In the case of the Juniper
water system, the city has said
it doesn’t want to continue op-
erating the system, which it
has done since 2002. The sys-
tem is expensive and difficult
to run because it Lses two sep-
arate pipes for domestic water.
and irrigation water, Roats
said. ¥ the sale dossn’t g0
through, customers using the
water ystem will be forced to
pay to convert the system to
a single-pipe system because
the city doesn't want to runthe
irrigation system. They would
have to pay domestic rates to
irrigate their properties.

“Really. everyone comes out
a winner in this,” said Roats.
“Tt also has the potential to re-
ally put a nice ending or a bow
on what has been a very con-
tentious and expensive chap-
ter for the city of Bend.”

While the Roats company is
seeking a 32 percent revenue
hilce -— its first rate increase in
more than 10 years — Casey
Roats said the overall rate in-
crease will be Jower than if the
sale wasn't approved because
it will spread the cost across a
larger number of ratepayers.
Depending on the PUC, the
approval process could take
a couple months ar last until
next spring, Roats said.

The sale, if approved, would
add about 700 new customers
to Roars Water System, about
half the number the company
currently serves, Roats said.

“They want to be our cus-
tomers,” Roats said. “And
they’re willing to pay the rates
we're asking for because it
maintains the irrigation sys-
tern and in turn helps them
maintain what they already

Casey Roats stands in front of 2 pond near the Qld Back Nine Golf
Course in Bend on Thursday. The pend helds imgation water for
several develapments in southeast Bend.

have at reasonable rates.”

The Juniper Water systermn
was bullt in the 1970s by de-
veloper Jan Ward to serve
subdivisions on his family’s
old dairy ranch. In 1988, the
Oregon Public Utllity Com-
mission forced Ward to charge
rates he felt were too low,
which Jed him to decrease wa-
ter pressure.

Three years later, the coun-
cii condemned the system
after residents complained
zbout their difficulty taking
showers and doing laundry. A
legal bartle lollowed after the
city took over the utility, re-
sulting in the city agreeing in
2011 to pay Ward a settiement
totaling nearly $10 million.

Yet Bend officials say the
system is a white elephant,
which bas cost the city more
than $2 million in legal fees,
as well as maintenance and
upgrades to it. Running the ir-
rigation system is much more
time-intensive than a normal
domestic system; & must be
turned off during the winter,
and requires around-the-clock
supervision because  cus-
tomers use varying amounts
of water depending on the
vaather, Roats said.

The city has notified cus-
tomers that it plans to shut
off the irrigation system and
move to a domestic system,
which could drestically in-
crease water bills for custom-
ers in developments including
Tillicum Village, Nottingham
Square, Timber Ridge and
Mountain High homes.

But if the sale goes through,
the customers will continue to
pay irrigation rates. Although
the city’s revenue would de-
crease initially, the city and
its ratepayers would be spared

from paying for necessary
capital improvements — an
estimated 59.5 million worth
— 1o the system in the future,
said Paul Rheault, the city's di-
rector of public works,

As utility systems face wear
and tear, systemwide upgrades
will be neeced, said Rheault.
While Bends water infra-
structure is ample for the time
being, the city is at & turning
peint in which ratepayers will
be responsible for upgrading
utilities in the future, he said.

For imstance, the initial
construction of utilities such
as sewer and water systems
was largely funded by state
and federal grants, Rheauli
said. Now, those grants aren't
available, and the city must
instead take out loans and in-
crease ytility rates to pay for
upgrades, he said.

“There is no free money
out there to be had, whether
it's from federal or state,” said
Rheault. “The only money
we have is borrowing, se it's
on the backs of our ratepay-
ers right now to fund these
improvements,

If the Public Utilities Com-
mission. approves Roats Wa-
ter System’s request for a rate
increase, the company’s low-
est residential and cormer-
cial base rate would vise from
$26.80 per month to $I6.68
per month, The rate increase
would cover the added costs to
operate the sysiem and would
be comparable to current city
prices, Roats said,

“We just saw an opportuni-
ty to provide a service where
the ¢ity has made a policy de-
cision not to, and for us it fits
what we do,” Roats said.

—Reporter: 541-633-2160,
E:L_mmawmznwEﬁu_anS
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- WATER WORRIES

mmwmﬁwom. Lake residents look to the next lake for household water

ol TS hd
« b " .Hn Apam Euereanos/ The Register-Guart
even DuBois, 54, of Dunes City points te Siltcoos Lake, the source of drinking water for hirn and his nei| i

it P 4 is rieighbors. Al

choke the shallow lake, which hasn’t met federal water standards for years, but nearby Woahink Lake a.m\mmm a honm:.mwmﬁ .wnmm%.wﬂ..a e

By CRRISTIAN HILL
The Register-Guard

water coming out of the systerw

But. increasingly, it's the water
coming into his filtration system
that’s & concern to him and to scores
of his neighbers, who all draw their
water directly from Silteoos Lake via
a privaie water system they collec-
tively own.

The system, run as the Scuth
Coast Water District by 2 contracted
water management firm, pumps and

treats water from Siltcoos Lake for
its 250 residents living in 80 homes
along the lake’s northern arm.

The water quality from Siltcoos
Lake is increasingly questionable, all
agree. The shallow lake — the largest
along the Oregon Coast ~ is choked
with algae and plant life and haso't
met federal water standards for vears.

UNES CITY — In his home
overlooking Siltcoos Lake,
Steven DuBois has installed
an elaborate filtration system
that delivers pristine drinking
water throughout the house,
“Tt works really, really well, and
I'm psyched about it he said of the Turn to SILTCOOS, Page AS
y
= 4

Siltcoos: Line to Woahink expected to cost $200,000

Continued from Page AT

Thirsty for another source, the
homeowners and their water man-
ager are seeking to draw water
snstead from neighboring Woahink
Lake, which is much deeper and
clearer. But their request for ac-
cess has been tarned down by one
Woahink homeovwmers association,
although another association said
it's more open to the idea

Now, Silteoos Lake residents
and their water management con-
tractor are turning to state gov-
ernment for financial help to link
up to Woghink.

Dunes City officials also ate
seeking state help to explore ways
to improve the health of Siltcoos.
The lake is a source of drinking
water for other residents who live
around it and is home w0 a
threatened population of wild
coho salmon.

Brandi Prunty, business man-
ager of Qregon Water Services,
which manages South Coast and
other small water systems in Lane
County, said Woahink's water qual-
ity is “leaps and bounds” above
the Siltcoos.

DuBois agrees. “Ii’s radically
different” he said of the Woa~
hinis water quality. “The water is
very clear

Boil-water advisory issued in July

For years, the South Coast Wa-
ter District has dealt with sedi-
ment, algae and other plant Jife in
the lake that has clogged its filtra-
tion system, reducing the amount
of water it can supply, Prunty said

But the problem has worsened
in the past year as the level of
the shallow lake — its average
depth is about 11 feet — decreased
during last year's drought and stiit
hasn't recovered.

The low lake lzvel has increased
the water temperature of the laks,
promoting the growth of weeds
and algae. Phosphorus from lawn
fertilizers, plus road dust and lig-
uids from septic systems, have fed
the growth of the plant life,

The state Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, which monitors
water guality, has placed the lake
op its Hist of water bodies that
flunlk federal standards for pres-
ence of non-native invasive weeds.

In 2007 and 2008, the state

health department issued an advi-
sory urging residents not to recre-
ate in or drink water from the
lake, due to the presence of a
toxic algae.

In late July of this year, a clog
in the systemy’s filtration combined
with a break in a water line
cansed a loss of pressure in the
distribution lines t5 homes.

The system experienced peri-
odic water shortages to some cus-
tomers for three days, and its
managers issued a hoil-water advi-
sory to all customers that lasted
ahout a week because of the risk
of contaminatien, Prunty said.
Testing found no contamination.

Woahink Lake is deeper, cleaner

Less than a half-mile away, Woa-
hink Lake would appear to be an
elixir ¢to the system’s water Woes.

Although smaller than its
neighbor, the lake is deeper —
with an average depth of 37 feet
— and cleaner with lower levels
of algze and phosphorus, accord-
ing to the DEQ. Water quality, the
agency says, has remained good

Legally, the South Coast Water
District could have access to water
from Woahink Lake. The city of
Dunes City has secured a water
right to legally draw water from
the lake for sharing with home-
owners and other users.

Jamie Mills, the city's acting
administrator, said officials crunched
the numbers znd found that theres
sufficient capacity under the water
right to bring the South Coast Wa-
ter District into the fold.

But the water district would
need to run a pipe across private
property to reach Woahink Lake,
and that permission has not been
forthcoming.

The system approached the
nearby South Coast Homeowners
Association for legal permission to
run the pipe through the associa-
tion’s property but was refused,

Bruce Arnold, the association’s
former president, said his group
worried about what would happen
if the pipe broke or if a swimmer
or boater ran into water system
equipment in the lake.

“IWe didw't want the Hability of
their line going through our prop-
ertyy he said.

The current president, Michael
Jacobson, was unaware of that

request but noted that the lake is
“taxed heavily” by existing users
who draw from it.

“] would be against sharing my
water with people living around
Silteoos Lake” he said.

County sees “urgent situation”

Another option for Siltcoos
homeowners is to have their water
system run a longer line to Woa-
hink through a different neighbor-
hood, the Sunset Cove subdivision-

Steve Burton, president of its
homecwners association, said it's
willing to consider the request.

“If the community can come
together and work something out
to help another part of the com-
munity, we should do so” he said.
“Obvicusly, liability and waivers
and all the legal wrangling would
need to be addressed.”

Meanwhile, the South Coast
Water District is seeking a loan
from the state’s economic develop-
ment agency. The system esti-
mated the capital cost to put a
line to Woahink Lake would be
$200,000. The system, which is
funded by its Siltcoos customers,
says it doesn’t have the cash on
hand for the project.

Securing 2 state loan might
give the Silicoos homeowners and
their district some momentum in
their quest for permission to run
a line to Woahink, Prunty said.

Lane County commissioners
signaled their support in 2 Aug. 2
letter, characterizing it &5 an “ur-
gent situation.”

Prunty said future service inter-
reptions to Silteoos customers are
a growing concern.

“We've been able to keep up,
but we're fighting it in the bacl-
ground,” she said, “They (custone-
ers) den't always experience
putzges, but we bave to make
adjustments in the background so
it doesn't affect them”

Back at his home, DuBois said
the system’s recent pressure loss
znd beil-water advisory led him to
buy bottled water and change the
filters in his filiration systern.

He said his neighbors have
heen generally understanding of
the situation. 7447

*T think it's been chellenging,
but they (the system) have tried
1o some extent to meet the chal-
lenge” he said.




Mengy,,

lendent  Feff Clark 1old
the Amity School Board
Wednesday mighl that the
disirict is awailing lead-test-
ing resulls, 7447

Samples were taken from
each of the three sehiools,
and all drinking fountains
were tesied, he said,

Tigard-based Alexin
Analytical  Laboratories
are examining the samples
For the district. They were
received abeout two wecks
ago and ihe district expects
resulls by the end of the
month.

Clark satd the district wiil
atlempt to idealify the lead
souree if results exceed the
EPA limit of IS5 parts per
bilkion.

The clementary school
features copper plumbing,

mosl potential for problems,
due to the usage of lead-
based solder in joints.

A drinking fountzin in
the high schoal gym has
alrcady been replaced with
a new fountain featuring a
botile-filling station, It was
purchased by the Amily
Booster Club.

In other business, R3S
Architecture of Woodbumn
will soon be going to work
on plans related (o the high
schnol gym renovation.

The district  previously
was approved for $650,000
in interest-lree  Qualified
Zone Academy Bonds to
fund the work. The QZAB
pregram offers bordhofders
& 1ax credit in licu of inter-
est, obligating the issuer
only for repayment of the
principal.

As part of ke praject, the

district is planning to rolo-
cale the weight room and
cieate a siage at the cast end
of lhe pym. The stage would
be desigaed to accornmodale
additional sealing for over
{low events.

The board  previously
apptoved spending 546,760
on arckilectural and planning
services.

Ray Bottenberg  was
appoinled board chair and
Ryan Jones vice-chair for the
2016-17 school year. Bar-
bara Rowe was the previons
chair.

Committee  assignments
will remain the same as
last year — bnilding and
grounds, Rowe and Mau
Foertsch and Rowe; finance
and negotiations, Foerlsch
and Paul Dauenbaver; and
transportation, Bottenbesg
and Jones.

The hoard will meel next at
6 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 21.
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Agency will ensure
Precision Castparts’  cuced
neighbors are safe

By STEVE LAW
The Tribune

The Oregon Health Au-
thority has agreed todo a
public health assessment in
the area around Preeision plant.

Casiparts Corp.’s inanufne-

Poritand and Milwauldie,

The study will not detormine
whether existing healih issues
were caused by eivironmeninl
eXpusures.

A series of stories in the
Fortland Tribune ideatified nu-
merous air and water ppjiution
issues rélated To entissions
from the Precisien Castparts

; Ta help with its werle, the Or-
turing complex In Southeast  egon Heaith Authorily is re-
ciruiling members of a new

Far more information: hﬁp bit.
1/ 2byNCql

WS;g/te to study air, soil
mples for toxins

harmful expesures to residents
that should be stopped or re-

with neighbors, work on cons-

municatiens sirategies, and
ensire that community cen-
cerns are addressed.
Residents who live, work,
sludy or play withir a hall-mile

of the Precision Casiparts plant

are ellgible.
Those interested in joining
ihe comunitiee should eali 973

the middle and ki
‘/ ¢ middle and high schools The state agency sdys it will community advisory commil- G73-0970 or email ehap.info@

study soil and air samples col- tee,-to.getinput from neatby  state.orus by August 24.
lected near the facility on 4600 residents.

8.E. Harney Drive, just nerthof  The commmittee will helpedy- —— .

Johnson Creek Bonlevard, and  cate participants about the pro-  stevelaw@portiandtribuie.com

}Fene, OR

ghe Co,)
Eugene Weakiy
(Circ. 2xi. 39,850
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- Prg[:ect coastal lakes

Diine i-'l'#y’?‘(f

“Siltcoos wdter quality offers cautionary tale

he dunal lakes of the cen-
tral Oregon Coast are, from a
geologic perspective, ephem-
eral, desiined to eventually
fifl with silt or breach their natu-
1al impoundments and drain to the
occan. Coastal residents have a re-
sponsibility, as well as a strong seif-
jnterest, to onsure that the lakes’
remaining lifetimes are measured in
millennia yather than decades.

Siltcoos Lake offers a glimpse of
what might lie ahead, It's the largest
of the coastal lakes, at 3,164 acres,
ancd also among the most valnera-
ble. According to the Atlas of Oregon
Lakes, Siltcoos Lake's shallow depths
make it hospitable to the widest va-
riety of plant life of any lake in the
state. Some plant speeies were intro-
duced in the 19305, either by accident
or by fishermen in misguided hopes
of improving fish habitat, s shal-
low water also promotes the growth
of algae, which are further nourished
by lakeside residents’ wse of fertiliz-
ers and septic systems.

The result is a worsening water
quality problem, described by The
Register-Guard’s Christian Hill in an
Aug. Ft article. Hill reported that the
lake, increasingly choked with weeds
and algae, has not met federal water-
quality standards for years. The 250
residents in 80 homes served by the
South Coast Water District on Siltcoos
Lake's northern shere have pericdi-
cally been advised to boil their wa-
tes, and clogged filtration equipment
has led to service interruptions and
losses of water pressure.

Fortunately, a potential backap

source les nearby — Woahink Lake,
which drains iato Siltcoos Lake, Wo-
ahink is much smaller, at 820 acres,
but it’s the deepest of all Oregon
coastal lakes. In contrast to Siltcoos,
Woahink has the least abundant plant
life of the constai lakes, the key factur
in the clarity and guality of its water.

Not everyone who draws water
from Waahink l.ake is cager to al-
low Silicons residents to tap into
their supply, but it's difficult to en-
vision anether solution. The Oregon
Depariment of Fish & Wildlife con-
clided decades ago that it would not
be practical to elitainate all, or even
a significant portion, of the invasive
plants in Siltcoos Lake. Even if the in-
vasive species could be controlled, the
lake would retain its eutrophic status,
meaning that it is destined o become
increasingly marshy over time.

Woahink residents need not be
cencerned that sharing their water
supply would hasten a similar fate
for their lake. Nutrienis or sediments
from shoreline development on Silt-
coos Lake can't flow uphill. The South
Coast Water Distriet would have to
come up with money to pay for a wa-
ter line from Woalink Lake, perhaps
with the aid of state loans. Without
a reliable source of clean water, the
vaiue of homes and properties on
Silteeos Lake will be under a cloud.

The example of Silicoos Lake
shouid, however, underline the impor-
tance of protecting Oregon’s eoastal
lakes. All of the lakes are in a long
process of eutrophication, and people
should do all they ean to avoid has-
tening the process.

Ontario, OR
{Malheur Co.)
Argus Observer
(Circ. 4xw. 6,840))
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/CITY OF HYSSA

Outages likely
during water
system updates
Y

NY55A ,
Construciion on Nyssa’s wafer

system improvements will take
place during the next few week:s,
and Nyssa residents may expeti-
ence itllenmittent water outages
during that time. ]

” Warrington Construction will be
replacing water system valves, fire

liydrants and
¢ 3. S0mMe water
I]U_lﬂl( FABT v I lines, and will
Nyssa city. water ¥ e performing
“hag highe: levels: ' izcelianeous
of grsenic, anal- 3 other work,
 urelly oceuing : § City Manager

glement, than .-} Reberta

. 'the federal Vanderwall
Environmental said,
{ Project Agency - This con-
standard of 1 stretion is
paris per billion. “{: ihe Oregon
Nyssa's waigr: |- portionofa
dverages about - ° city waler sys-
i 14 parts.per bit-: {. tem improve-
- lion of arsenic, |} ment project

. that wili even-

tually include
construction of a ireatrient piant fo
deal with arsenic in the city’s potable
waler. City water has higher !uvels -
of arsenic, a naturally eceurring €le-
mes, than the federal

Environmeiial Project Agency stan-

dard of 18 parls per billion.

tvaluale whether Lhere are cess, develop relationships

FROM I’AGEIl

Nyssa's watcr aver-
ages about 14 parts per
billion ofarscnic.

‘The price of the con-
tract with Warrington is
about §1.4 million, ac-

.gording 1o in.fqgrnation

“efromehe Cityem 0

- Bids for the project
on ihé Idaho side of the

Snake River, which in- -

chudes the {reatment

UlleRADES

@steveLaw/Tril R

—

plant itself, came in
higher than expected
and more than the $6.2
milfion the city has
been funded for, so city
offtcials are secking
additional money
through the Oregon
Infrdstructure Financs
Afithorityr
‘Officials plan to go

out for new bids for the

i7

project. / ﬁ/i/?f_x "
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“Mayor airs concerns abor

Qcﬁﬂh& mmﬁ& N_E _ The 8t. Paul Rodeo Associa-

‘welkout fp bid, but
" mdyor safs city has
‘not ‘completed our
“dug diligence’

By Ealin Staubi
Pamplin Media Group

The city of 8t. Paul is one
step closer to drilling a new
maunicipal well, with a re-
quest for propesals (RFP)
sent out by the city solicit-
ing bids for the $381,000
project.

till, Mayor Kim Wallis has
expressed concern with the
wording of the RFP, particu-
larly that it could epen the city
up to litigation if the water
quality in the new well location,
is poor and the well drilling has
to be stopped after z test dig.
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tion drilled a well last year to
serve various rodeo needs, At
the time the rodeo association
floated the idea of offering the
well for municipal water use,
as the city has had longstand-
ing problems with its munici-
pal wells angd the city was pre-
paring to drill its own new
one.

When several tests came
back with high arsenic read-
ings out of the rodec well —
first 9 and then 9.6 parts per
billien, when the threshold for
drinking water is 10 — that
idea has been scrapped and is
off the table for the time be-
ing.

The city wells are about 800
feet removed from the rodec
well, but will be drilied into the
same layer of clay, prompting
(uestions over whether the
new city well will be any differ-
ent in water quality from the
rodeo well

“There’s a very good likeli-

kood of having an ..._._._m—.m_m out that language
arsenic prob- . included, Wallis
lew,” Walli averygood . posited the
said. *“It's Healy H it 1d
‘possible ... __ww__#ecm_ c—. —_m:___m an nmmwm _mw_mﬁ.
we could be arsenic problem. ty if the
sitnation 15 possible ... we could be  fonEcter
as the ro- the same m_amws_._ as  work mid-
3 w a
CThat's the rodeo. through the

why the city

will first dig a — Kim Wallis, St. Paul mayor

narrow test-well,

moniter its quality

znd, if it is acceptable, the
well will be bored to a wider
diameter for well usage.

Atf an Aug. 1 special meeting
the St. Paul City Council met
and discussed the well RFP.

Wallis said he didn't see a
pause-and-review clause -
cluded in the RFP. Such a
clause would directly state that
‘after the test weil is dug, the
water will be monitored and
further work is contingent on
the results of those tests. With-

contract due
to high arsenic
Ievels prohibiting
the well’s uge for

drinking water. .

“We need to be able to stop,”
he said,

Wallis said his goal was to
include that language in order
to “protect the public funds in-
volved” and shield the city
from Hability.

According to meeting min-
ates, Lee Koch of the public
works department addressed
Wallis' cencern, explaining
that the REP is asking for bids,
and that when a contracior is

7/

chases, thanks to newly repaired

wells,
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lon reservoir fank full, The effort

selected a contract would be
written up at that point. Spe-
cific language could be inciud-
ed in the actual contract, en-
suring a work stoppage Is pos-
sible if water quality is a con-
cern, but it's not a concern at
this stage, he said.

But Wallis countered that
the contractor is going to hase
itz bid on the RFP, and if the fi-
nal eontract differs from what
the contracter projected would
be the scope of the work, the
city could face legal action due
to a breach of contract.

City Attorney Laura Schro-
eder agreed with Koch, accord-
ing to meeting minutes, and
reiterated that more specific
documents will be written up
when a contractor is selected
and the actual contract is writ-
ten. |

The council voted 4-1 to ap-
preve the RFP, with Wallis
casting the lone nay vote
against the proposal.

“I don't believe we've com-

drained the city’s $:0,000 emer-
gency water fund and took another
$602 from the rest of the budget,

During that {ime, Sodavilte sue-
cessfully applied for a §125,000
Emergency Comununity Waler
Assistance grant through the
118, Department of Agricuiture
to 1eptenish the fund and to help
rehabilitate the wells. Smith said
the eity had to put in about an-

other $2,500 from an equipment
replacement lineitem tocomplete

pleted owr due diligence,” Wal-
lis said after the meeting; . -

Contacted after the meeting,
Schroeder declined $o offer her
tzke on the well issue, with
City Recorder Lorrie Biggs ex-
plaining that “our city attorney
cannot respond due to attorney
cHent privilege.”

Queried as to whether that
raeans she can't respond to me-
dia inquiries about any subject,
Schroeder said she can only
discuss an issue after going be-
fore the full couneil and recejv-
ing authorization to disclose
the information.

This policy went into effect
shertly after the council ac-
capted the resignation of for-
mer city attorney John
Rankin, Wallis said, and also
requires councilers to first
contact the city recorder if
they wish to speak with the
city attorney.

Bids for the well RFP are due
Sept. 7, Roch sald after the
meeting.
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, but usage for
7,000 gallons,
ossibie at

.
A1
4The wells are produc-

According to city re-
cords, Sodaviile uses abouk

470,000 gallons of water
1y was 70

Sod

From Al

per menth

ing as mch as p

Tul

Mugent Drilling worked through

‘While the work was going on,
the city discovered two leaks
under the water tower’s contral
center, and a resident found aleak
that Jost some 83,000 gallons in
the course of a week, Smith said,

The rehab work itself also used
a preat deal of water during the
process to clean all five wells, she
said, Add that o stunmer heat,
lack of rain and the usual drainon
the system to fill pools and water
lawns, and supplies are dowi
July and much of August on the
weil pumps and metors. Smith
said aJl five are finished now, and
tests on the repaired welis are
showing water fowing iato the
wellsat agreates rate, which helps
the well recover faster,

T

t

¥ing

the wells wilt result in the

pumping of air and damag-
horized

! the notice
it states, “This

this time; over-wor
ing the pumps,
teads, For unaul
waler use,

. penalty is $500

v enforced” rl

ater is allowed as
food-producing
pe Sodavllle, Page A3

|

Please,

Smith said notices weve be- |
ing puk on customers’ donis and
placed on the city website to re-
mind residents not towater Jawas,
even if sprinklers or drip systems
are used, and not to fill pools or

necessary for

wash cars, Wi
gardens.
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Braokings has yot to
be affected because its
intake valve is located
about 2 miles farther

'REE, POTABLE- WATER will be
““ayailable’in palion containers this week
...at the Harbor Water District, 08069 West:
,.Benham Lane for, those whose house-/
. hoid water is starting to taste salty. A
i71,000-gallon tanker wili be available

- pext week, Waler'is available during of+

water inio the syster.

Next month?

The first year this
occurred, Oregon
was in the midst of a
drought. Salt started

- upsiream. fice hours, from 9 a.m. to 2p.m. Monday ‘i to be seen — or rather,
/ VanCleave has .through Thursday. For more information, tasted — at the end of
Sa I't Wat historically obtained |ieontactithe district at 541-469-301L August and beginning
er wator flow data from e EHERE of September.
. the USGS gauge I Last yvear, it was July
See S ,nt upriver, which wasn't Geological Survey engi- 5o it sinks to the bot- 31
p O retiable because the neors and hydrologists  tem where the intake At the beginning of
) river channel moves. with valuable data. valve fingers are this month, VanCleave
Ha rb r S USGS officials then “The only thing we located. started seeing pS
S relocate and recali- had to go on before . numbers in the 55 to
q 17" 7 . brate it, which results ~ was the USGS gauge Solution 60 range — and over
in misleading spilkes in  upriver;,” he said. “With The data wili help the past weekend, they

tap Water

the information.

‘the new gavge and the

conductivity center

VanCleave and others
studying the issue find

jumpad, forcing him
to shut down valves to

£ . Reatling brine iohi at il Tuti T ter flowing into
i3 . right at our well, we a solution. eep water flowing in
_Wﬁtel ,dlStnCt The water district can stark to see when “The good-ol’ boys taps under 300 pS.
will p1‘0V1de ﬁ'ee, has six pipes called the salf; water gets to would say, Let’s just “It’s at a third right
potable water “fingers” attached Lo the well.” put the gravel back,™ now of what it was last
the pumps that pult The data has alse he said. “That’s true, year,” he said. “If T can

By Jane Stebhins

water from the river,
and the conductivity

proven the salt water
is not coming from

but we'd have to taper
it up the river so we

keep it at that, itdbe a
good thing.”

Filot staft waiter _ gauges let VanCleave the river bottom, as don't create another Rain would raise
Harbor residents are know how salty the wa- many theught, but dam. Wedon'thavea  water levels in the
starting to taste salt in teris at each one. He's  from gravel remaval fix for it yet.” Chetco and push the
their drinking water — already been forced operations in the river, But new he knows salt water back, but
but this year Harbor him to shut down three VanCleave said. how long it takes for VanCleave’s not count-
Water District officials of them, he said. He noted that the salt waier to get to the  ing on that.
“The bad sides are river replenishes about  well, and can shut fin- And onte the salmoen

51‘;1'3 ready to deal with
1

reading 2,600, 2,700

50,000 cubic meters of

gers down in advance.

start arriving to

s starting,” said {microsiemens per cen-  gravel in the channel It's the best prediction  spawn, any work that
Distriet Superinten- timeter, or pS), and the  cach year, But gravel-  mechanism VanCleave  would take place in the
d‘-‘!‘t Davq VanCleave, good sides are reading ~ mining permits have has had so far. river — like moving
of increasing salt wa- 200,” he said. “We'll allowed companies te “Fm irying not o gravel — must come to
ter concentrations near (shut down) the bad extract 500,000 cubic shut down ancther,” a hait,

H‘? municipal intake ones 80 we can supply  meters per year. he explained. "It would “T don’t know how
E’? ve in the Chetce the people.” “We've lost 18 feet increase the velocityin  this is going to play
Hiver, It’s In the 500 This week, the dis- of gravel pack in front  the tube, which could out for us this year,” he
range — still fairly trict started supplying  of us, and that allows  cause turbidity or al- said. “We have a little

decent — but that's
where people can start
to taste jt.”

Harbor has been

free, potable water in
gallon containers at its
offices, and a 1,000-gal-
ton water tanl will be

the sali water to come
up farther,” he said.
“There’s a sandbar
across and below us,

low the salt water to
permeate up farther.
Onee you create a path
(iu the river channel},

more water in the river
this year. T hope I can
keep it to manageabie
levels sa we're not get-

glligued the past ¢wo available next week. and the tides comein  you may not ever be ting those shots of real
it umns by salt water Water will be available  over the top, the river able to repair it.” bad stull

! F“jj“’“ inte the mu- during offiee hours. recedes and there’s not VanCleave hopes to “We got. this gauge
ucipal waler system, The new gauge, enough (fresh) water to  leeep salinity levelsat  just in time for this to

It’s due to a combij-
nation of high ocean

while only in opera-
{ion a few weceks, has

keep it in check.”
The salt water is

less than 800 uS. Two
fingers are reading

start,” he continued.
“It couldn’t have been

tides, low water flow in already provided colder and heavier 200 pS or less, and he's  better timing” .
the rive d v P i % 1
; T and chang, VanCleave and U.S. than the fresh water, using those to pumn PR S
in thg river channel, L 1 :
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igard water really cost

about a penny per gallon?

COMMUNITYSGAPBOX

by Steve Kraemer

meter and use exactly 6 COF of cents

igard water custom-
ers have likely heard
the eity say that cus-
tomers pay zhout a
penny per gallon of water, but
is this true?
For many users, it’s not.
Before we can demonstrate,
weneed to define the terms
used to measure water usage,
Must utilities including Tigard
use CCF (centum cubic faet) to
measure the amount of water
a household uses each month.
- One CCF equals 100 cubie feet
of water. Convertad to gallons,
this would equal 748 gallons of
water. Each home has a water
meter. Water meters generally
come in three sizes: five-
aighths inch, three-quarters
inch and one inch. The larger
the meter, the greater the flow,
There are same customers
who do pay close to one cent
per gallon (1.06}, but thisis
true only for those customers
who have a five-eighths inch

water. Most of the other con-
figurations pay more, and
some, significantly more, The
Fixed Charge plays a large
role in your total costs and is
tied to the size of your meter,
raoging from $26.67 for a five-
eighths Inch meter to $59.84
for a one inch meter. Below is
information that shows what
the CCF cost is for 2 home that
uses 6 and 4 CCF (low winter
usage) with each meter size.

R 6 CCF 5/8" meter, base
charge plus usage charge
equals 1.06 cents

B %" meter, base charge
plus usage charge equals 1,32
cents

81" meter, base charge
plus usage charge equals 1.7%

B4 CCF 5/8" meter, base
charge plus usage charge
equals 1.35 cents

H| %" meter, base charge
plus usage charge equals 1.7
cents

B 1" meter, base charge
plus nsage charge equals 2, nm
cents

As y0u can seg, if a house-
hold only uses § CCF and they
have a five-eighths inch meter,
it will pay 1.08 cents per gal-
lom, but another home that has
4 one inch meter and uses the
same amouant of water will
have to pay 1.79 cents per gal-
loz, an difference of 69 per-
cent. Using only 4 CCF, the in-
crease jumps to 82 percent!

Properties at higher eleva-

tions may need a hoaster
pump which further inereases
the cost.

I believe Tigard should be

more honest in its claims of a
penny per gallon, When they
make this claim, they should
include a diselairaer so cus-
tomers don't assume they pay
apenny & gallon.

Also, why do customers
with Jarger meters pay a much
higher base charge? The hase
charge for 2 one inch meter is
moréthan tw tidés that of
the smaller five-eighths inch
meter, Our bill should be
based primarily on usage.

If you agree, you should con-
tact the water department and
the city council. In the not to
distant future, anocther rate
study will ke done. That weuld
be (he perfect time for them to
adjust the billing system to be
more fair,

Steve Kraemer lives in Tigard.
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rate increase

Typical customer will see
bimonthly bill rise $10

By ERIC APALATEGUI
The Times

To no one’s surprise — bat to some of its
customers’ dismay — the Tualatin Valley
‘Water Distriet’s Beard of Directors veied on
Aug. 17 to raise a typical customer’s bi-
monthly bill by just over 310

The 14.5 percent increass, totaling about §50
armually, lands atop a similar rise in water costs
implemented a year ago as the district raises
money to build its share of a costly Willamette
River water supply project and deals with other
rising expenses,

“A 15 percent increase is pretty hard to take
right now,” district resident William Pokorny
told the TVWD Board of Directars during 2
public hearing that preceded the unanimous
vote.

A handful of other people also m_woﬁ during

. - See INCREASE / Fage ATi

_

Hureuse.

Water bills

help fund
projects
B From Page Al

the hearing, with most con-
cerned about the rapid cost in-
crease.,

“We recoguize this is a sig-
nificant rate increase. We rec-
ognize this is multiple years of
significant rate increases,” said |
Mark Knudson, chief executive
officer of the district.

The distriet recently con-
vened a new advisery comrnit-
tee that will examine water rate
affordability and come np with
suggestions to the board, which
might include tiered rate stroc-
tures or other strategies {o help
lower-income residents across
its boundaries, which stretches
from eastern Hillsboro to north-
ern Tigard and includes much
of the unincorporated areas
around Beaverton,

The Willamette Water Supaly
Program, a partnership with
TVWD, Hillsboro and poten-
tizlly Beaverton ard other juris-
dictions across eastern and cen-
tral Washington County, is de-
signed to supply drinking water
in the BoNiing aecades to a
much mora populated eounty
and to be more resilient to ma-
jor disruptions, including the
possibility of a catastrophic
earthquake experts say eventu-
ally will strike the region and
break current Lines.

While costly in the coming
years, TVWD officials said the
project eventually will stabilize
customers’ water costs and
make supplies more secure
compared to ever-rising whole-
sale water prices [rom sources
including the Portland Water
Bureau, the source of part of
TVWD's water today.

“We all hate doing this (in-
crease) but we alsohave o do it
for the sake of Washington
County and cur customers,”
said board member Jim Doane.

Beside the Willamette project,
the inereased rates also help pay
for seismic upgrades and new |
reservoirs, pipelines and puimp
stations across the system. =~

The district’s estimated cost
of $5.13 more per month is for a
typical residential customer
with 2 smaller meter size who
uses ahout 5,200 gallens of wa-
ter {ar 7 CCF) in that month.
Residential and business cus-
tomers who have larger meters
and consure more water would
see nE,H,mmwoun:._m_a. higher

hills. 7 \t y.
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completion,

The project took two years
to build and replaced a 5 mil-
Tion gallon tank that had been
at the site since the early
1970s, when the Wolf Creek
Water District served the ar-
ea before a later merger cre-
ated TVWD.

The project also veplaces a
nearby pump station and add-
ed more than a mile of 24-inch
welded steel pipe that ties it
i into the existing water sys-
¥ tem.

The criginal tank's ceiling
beams were beginning to fail
when the district took that
reservoir out of gervice in
late 2011 and began planning
its replacement, Augustus
said,

The larger tank has five
sides so that the district
could increase storage capac-
" ity but still stay within exist-

ing property lines, he added.
From there, the reservoir can
take in water from current
and future sources and deliv-
er up to 11 million gallons a
day — more than its entire
capacity.

The sophisticated pump
statlonis fully automated and
equipped with valves to re-
ceive and distribute water
under vastly different
amounts of pressure in the
hilly region, Avgustus said. A
backup generator will keep
the water flowing during

| power outages. Ome of the
I largest nearby customers is
Providence St. Vincent Medi-
cal Center, where the need
for water during emergencies
is critieal.

Bringing the Jarger reser-
voir and pump station online
will heip the district keep up
with demands in the growing
distriet, especially during pe-
riotls of increased water us-
age like those the distriet saw
during the exceptionally hot
summer of 2015.

“This will definitely help
with that,” Augustus said.

The Ridgewood View proj-
ect has been awarded the In-
stitute for Sustainable Infra-
structure’s Envision rating
system’s Gold Award for its
sustafnable design. The wa-
ter and park districts were
the first in Oregon to receive
this award for building envi-
ronmentaily friendiy features
into the project, including
large rain gardens that col-
leet and filter natural runoff
from atop the massive reser-
voir.

The Ridgewood View reser-
voir is the most costly project
in TVWD history, but it's a
record that is not expected to

Reservoir: Project includes revamped park

Anew bocce court is a centerpiece feature at the renovated Ridge:

reservoir.

stand long.

The distriet and partners
arein the process of planning
a much larger Willamette
Water Supply Program,
which includes a massive
amount of infrastructure in-
cluding two new 15 million
gallon reservoirs on Cooper
Mountain, where the water
delivery system takes advan-
tage of gravity.

Even before censtruetion of
the Willamette project ramps
up fully, TYWD is starting to
plan for a new project to re-
place another aging 5 million
gallon reservoir. That tank is
on Southwest Grabhorn
Road, also in the Cooper
Mountain area south of Alo-
ha.

Such projects are designed
to increase the capacity and
reliability of the district’s wa-
ter system, but they come
withacost.

Last week, the distriets
board of directors approved a
rate increase that will add
about $10 to 2 typical residen-
tial customer’s bimonthly wa-
ter bill, the district’s funding

source for such infrastruc-
ture improvements, said dis-
triet spokesman Alex Cous-
ins.

The Tualatin Valley Water and

Tualatin Park & Recreation
: districts are inviting the community
_ﬂ_n_mmiecn <n_.M_E Park to celebrate the completion of a
improvemen new water raservoir and pump

During the two-year con- station and the reopening of an
struction project, Ridgewood IMproved Ridgewood View Park.
View Park has been torn up  Whent 5-7 pam. Tuesday, Sept 20

and closed to the public, Where: 10001 SW Ardenwood St.,
That will change in the co- U5t 95t of Highway 217 and
ing wesks as workers put the  Soed owxﬁ.wﬁwmﬂﬁm Stieat park-
f i idgevoor
-final fouches on the park prop- m_mammsé School}

erty, thoge changes coming  what; pump station tours at 5:30
largely at TVWIY's expense for p.m,, dedication at 6 p.m., food
taking the Tualatin Hills Park catered by nearby 808 Grinds
& Recreation District facility (Hawailan café), kids' activities,
out of sarvice, sports demanstrations and rmore
The new park that opens
later in September will show
vast improvements from the
old ene that was most recently
open in 2014. The enhance-
ments were based in large part

on courts that overlap one of
the tennis courts. (Players
must bring their own pickle-
ball nets and ather equip-

on community requests, Cous-  ment.)

ins said. At ground level, the new
The new park 3gan Will™ Parkwill #5atire 3 migsh g

‘have tennis courts witha com-  er playground,. including a

manding view from atop the
water reservolr, butnow, those  SMARTE artificial surface and
courts also will accommodate & more natural play area that
a couple of games of pickleball  uses boulders and logs from

larger structure on a safer

TIt4ES PROTO: JAIME VALDEZ

wood View Park, which will reopen in September next to the new water

the project site.

One of the most anticipated
additions is a new hoece court
near the entrance. The Italian
ball sport is gaining followers
across the Portland area,
where courts can be tough to
come by. THFRD also is devel-
oping more bocee courts else-
where to help meet this de-
mand.

There alse is a new covered
picnic structure, a seasonal
portable toilet, a nicer parking
area off Southwest Ardenwood
Street, and an improved trai]
system through the woods,
conneeting with Ridgewood
Eiementary School to the
south. A new bridge spans a
periodic creek that collects
rain runoff during storms and
is known as Ephemeral
Stream.

“The redeveloped park gives
the neighbarhood a wider vari-

ety of amenities,” said Bob--
‘Wayt, Spokesian (61 TEPRD; =

“We realize the lengthy. clg:-
sure of the park was an incon-
venience, but we hope the
neighbers will agree the wait
was worthit” 1, ! 7
Pk /
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“Some....,

lead
found
in water

Albany plans to make

changes and retest

NEIL ZAVAICHY
Albany Democrat-Heraid

An August lest of 11 drinking
water sources at public bufldings
in Albany revealed four sources
with lead levels higher than the
Raxiznum 15 parts per billion
the Environmental Protection
Agency allows.

The Albany Senjor Cenier at
489 N.W, Water Ave., had tiiree
faucets with levels of 15, 18, and
21ppb, and the faucet in the Wil-
lainette Meeting Room at Albany
City Hall at 333 Broadalbin 5t.
S.W., tested at 28 ppb.

‘The EPA requires municipal-
ities o report such levels and
alsa to take steps to correct the
Issue. Asa first slep, City Public
Works officials either plan to or
have aiready replaced the faucets
at those locations, and will retest
them,

City Public Works Director
Chris Bailey said the health risk
to the community is net cause

Please see LEAB, Pafe A2
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1 MEDFORD WATER
COMMISSION

More
digging
may yield
lead pipes

13 out of 47 inspected
had ‘pigtail’ connectors

8y Damian Mann
Mall Ttk 744-7
‘The Medford Water Comniis~

sionwitlbe diggingupstreats near
204 watermetersthroughtheend
of the yearto see whether there
are any leadpipes undergronnd.

So far, 47 have beeninspected
and 13 were found to have lead
connectors known as piglails,
Larry Reins, manager of the
‘Water Commission, toldthe City
Council Thursday.

‘"We hope to get it all done by
year's end," he said.

Waler Conunission crews have
inspecied 4,760 water meters
surrounding the downtown
area of Medford looking for teil-
tale signs that a pigtail might be
Iocated undexpround.

Based on the inspections, 264
meters had galvanized pipes
attached on the street side — an
indieation that a pigiait might be
located underground, Rains said.

Crews have dug atest hole at
47 oftheselocations to determine
whether thereis, in fact, apigtail,
Rains said.

Each Lest hiole costs the Water
Commissionabout $1,000, If the
street hastobedugup toremove
a pigtail, it can cost another
$5.000,

8o far, Rains estimated the
commission has spent ahout
£75,000looking for bigtails,

Another $250,000 is being
spent on a corrosien study to
determine how the water is
affecting pipes In the Medforc
system, Rains said.

The Water Comimission has
foundJead levels that surpass
the EPA action level of 15 parts
per biltion i severaltests,
Siace the Water Coinmis-
sion board became aware of the
presence of thelead pigtails, it has
offered to conduct water tests at
the customer’s tap to determine
whether lead levels are higher
than action levels set by the
1.5, Envirenmental Protection
Agency, Water Commission
officials say previous tests on
pigtails showed thay could ralse
lead content above the fevels set
by the EPA,

According to the Oregon
Healtls Authority, long-term
exposure to drinking water that
has greater ilyan 15 parts per bil-
lion of lead can delsy children’s

SEE BIGENG, B2
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DIGGING

From Fage Bl

physicator mentaldevelopment,
decrease I} in children, cause
kidney preblems, increase Blood
pressure andincrease the risk of
cancer.

Even though local water
agencies suck as the Wa.mr
Commission might be delivering
water that started out lead-free,
the Health Authority ceutions
that water out of a tap can still
contain high levels of lead from
househotd pipes or other pipes
in the systern, Medford’s water
routinely passes t:a\ter quality

ired by the EPA.
tests required by i

—Reachreporter Damian Mann
at 54i-776-4470 or diann@

wmailtribuaze.com. Follow himen
watnw. bwiiter.corm/yeporterdm.

]
f
|
|
|




L
emergen

By Jayati Ramakrishnan
Pllet staff witer

The Harbor Water
District supply has salt
in it for the third year
in a row, and Curry
County Commissioner
David Brock Smith

asked his eolleagues to
schedule a special meet-
ing to declare an emer-
gency — a request that
was denied by the other
two commissioners at 2
warkshop Wednesday.

Smith was not at the
meeting but made the
request via an email
read at the meeting by
County Counsel John
Huttl.

“As you know, the
declaration is required
to get the wheels of as-
sistance and associated
fnancial support turm-
ing at the state level,”

. he said.

Commissioners Tom

_ Huxley and Susan

Browm said they weren't

ready to meet and make

a declaration yet.
“What's the exact

- agency (requesting the

dedaration)? I'd like
more information,”
Brown asked. “This
reguest should come
from the Harbor (Water
District).”

Smith said later that

" heis working with the

Harbor Water District
to get an emergency
declaration, but said he
was disappointed his
colleagues didn't want
to discuss the issue.
“Last time this hap-
pened, it took three
meetings for me to get
this passed,” he said.

Wehsite redesign

Also at the work-
shop, Huxley presented
research about options
for a new county web-
site, and asked to add
the item to the commis-
sion’s next meeting in
early September.

7 Commissio

ers not ready to declare

He said hehas Jooked
at redesign options with
two different companies
~=- DMI Studios and
Revize Software,

Huxley also discussed
some of the marits of the
proposed new wehsite.

“] helieve & new
website is definitely
needed,” he said. He
said a redesign would
give people the abil-
ity to make changes to
the website from inside
city offices as well as
outside. He aiso said he
would like to see a more
user-friendly system.

“In case of an emer-

gency, like a tsunami
or an Amber Alert,” he
said, “Things put up
on the website — that
information automati-

regarding Harbor water

cost of betwean $4,000
and $5,000 anmaally for
hosting. Revize Soft-
ware proposed a charge
of 7,500 for the design,
with a $1,500 charge
annually for tech sup-
port.

Huxley said funding
for the new website,
design would come out
of the IT department’s

- budget.

Smith said via email
that ke is not in favor
of the county getting a
new website,

“If it's not broke, don’t
fix it,” he said. “l am
opposed to spending our
limited county funds
on a new website for
the county. The web-
site we have works, it’s
user friendly ... and it

cally goes to the top of doesn't cost our citizens
the wmmm..a a penny, so to speak.”

The prices of the The issue of a new
wehsite redesign pro- website will be on the
posed by DMI Studios commission’s Septem-
is about $13,900, with a  ber meeting agenda.
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The city of Newbery fested %Nm_._m of ea:wm 1o ascertain the levels of lead and copper found in the sa,mq avallable in public buildings in the city.

b

Lead levels come in under
EPA threshold in city facilities

BY _.._c—._z STAUB
Znaunﬁ Graphic regorter -

i Hn response to the outery over elevated lead
Ievels in the pipes of numercus Forfland Public
Sihoals facilities, the city of Newberg volun-
tarily tested fixtures in its own buildings.

“In each facility we decided we'd go around
where we thought people were drinking from
the tap,” Public Works Uu.m...?_. Jay Harris said
HE,.,H week, .

.. "The June 26 test regults came back Aug. 6,
ﬂ&. on all sinks, drinking fountains and fau-

, ity facilities came in with lead and copper
ounts under the Environmental Protection
ency’s threshold of 20 parts per billion. ;

.wm?mﬁ,m ot to say the pipes are contaminant -
m. however., Most of the fixtures came back -

Eﬁmn and copper readings of between 1 and
“parts per billion, but there were a few outli-
.. A sink i the ground floor meeting room at
he Newberg Public Library came back with
88 parts per billion, and water from a faucet in
mww Newherg Public Safety Building’s jail cell
mgﬁﬁmn 13.7 parts per billion.

mmwwﬂwm city’s water is tested each year neat the

i

source, either at the well ficld, the n.»mnamﬂﬁ
plant or the distribution system, and a water
guality report is mailed to wtility customers an-
nually. The latest nm@oin shows the city water-
at its source comes in beneath the maximum
1evels allowed for all contaminants.

City Water Siiperintendent Dan Wilson said

“You've got a large (water) service
that's feeding a building, but you
have a limited amount of water
use. The water is meupE in the
building for a long time ... when
the water sits in the fixture, “mmn_

and copper can leach out.”

— Jay Harris, public works director
he wasn't surprised te see elevated lead levels
in larger buildings, such as the library which
contained the highest-reading faucet, or in
school buildings Enm what happened in Port-
Tand.

“You've got a large (water) service that’s
feeding a building, but you have a limited

All mﬁ::& in w:SR buildings %& test Ewrmﬁ
- than 5 Eﬂw per billion will be ﬁ%En& |

amount of s.wnmn use,” he said “The water is
stagnant in the building for a long time.”

The less a faucet is used, the more likely itis
to absorb substances like lead or copper, as
‘“when the water sits i the fixture, lead and
copper can leach out,” Harrls said.

fead tests are evaluating the quality of that
stagnant water, Water usage was prohibited in
Newberg's city facilities for 24 hours before the
test, so the water could sit and absorb any eon-
taminants present in the pipes ~ which also
means the average water fountain user who

lets the water run for a few seconds before
drinking is getling better quality ﬂamn n:E

what's tested.

With the tests, “they want the worst uomwmgm
result, the least copmOon %uoEEmSu > ﬂumoﬁ
said

While the source water'is tested muhum.d%
every three years the city also fests water at
the tap of a selection of residential E.:mmrc_nm
based on EPA requirements. Residences are
selected on a tier system, with the goal to tast
some of the mos¢ vulnerable hquses rsing city
water. Those most Eumnmzm.db

bmmm_.mv_..—\mmwmg

Lead: mms :m:a § &&%:z& homes

ciude ﬁcummm,

From page ~

. - with lead pipes and those with ooummn

pipes with lead solder.
‘Wilson said. the city has not found big
lead issues in residential homes through

its tests, but that larger buildings — not

only schools but churches or businesses
— that were built before wam cowld be
susceptible to lead. .

‘The state and the hiealth Qﬁm_ou oxily

© require the city to test a sample of resi-
" dences for lead, and have not regulated

Jead levels in schools, city facilities or
other buildings in the past.

Since the revelations of high lead con-
, tent Portland and elsewhere, howev-

¢ er, zwm ommwouummw_.nﬂmuﬁ om m%nm:ou

has asked sehool districts to test the wa-

- ter in their schools. Further require-
- ments are expected to be a topic of dis-

cussion diwring the 2016 legislative ses-
sion.

As for the city’s facilities, Newberg of
ficials figured there would be guestiens
sooner or Jater, and imh_“maﬁo mm" some.
data to n%&.r '

T ue did oiur buldings $6 wé soan,
have something to tell M.moEm éﬂmp&wmw B

ask” Wilson said, -~}
- And although the results canie i un-

der the 20 parts per billion threshold, -

city officials decided to take a step toTur-
ther reduce the numbers. All fixtures
that came in above 5 parts per billioa —

’ SE_E includes the Euam_.,w Ewmﬁ:fm noo.B

sink, the jail cell faucet, 4 meefing room-
sink in the Wastewater Treatment Flant,

3 sink in the TV lounge room at Fire Sta-
tion 20, 2 ground floor kitchen sink in the

.- library annex, a second-floor restroom

itk in the library, and a bathroom sink
in the city hall B.nvém aEEEm —will be
removed !

H#We're going % go E apd replace

‘tiiem, just as good measiwe,” Harris said.

Wilson saié the maximum allowable
Tevels forregulatory purpoes ,5.: Emmq
continue to Gecreage.’

“Because, again, the H.—.mm_“ m_uoaa be
zero,"” he said.

To view the city's water quality re-

_port, visit www.newbergoregon. gov/

nwmww,nchmEmmm:ﬁﬂmu‘ngﬁwﬁmuoﬁ
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w\%% Some Redmand residents unhappy with water

. 13
s
By Aaron West
The Builetin
Some people in Redmond
think the city's water tastes
terribie.c
According to the results
of a communify survey the
city published in August,
more than a few people com-
plained about the tagie and
smell of the water coming out
of their taps, Ten or 0 people
brought it up in the written
comments, and 168 people
-~ 12 percent of respondents
— rated the quality of their
tap water as either “bad” or
“very bad)"
*The water Jooks like
cloudy lemonade, lookss bad,

TVWD, Hillshoro
working on neyy
source of water in
Wilsonville

et X“. [

!
By MARK RMILLER
The Times

Water from the Willamette
River may flow thygugh Ty
alatin »_ﬂ_u :J._mvsowg. but the
city will not be payj )
any fartner Baying for it

The Tualatin City Coupnef
agreed Aug. 22 tharT; js muwﬁw
terested in buying inig the con-
struction of a larger water in-
take, part of a series of infra.
steueture projeets [ntendeq to
provide the Tualyyy Valley
Water District ang e city of
E:%S.w %ww an sdditional
source of drinking 1,

b En.iE»Emﬁmw;ﬁma from

Priced at $1.2 bittigy, 2 new
30-mile-long Water pipeline
stretching from Wisonvilie to
Hillshoro is Clirreptly in the
waorks and expected 1y become
anew source of deinjdrg water
Tor mere than 400909 people in
Washington Ceunty whe comnt
on Tualatin Vatley Water Dis-
trict and the ity of gNshorn to

-

7
tastes bad, clothes den't wash
right,” one anonymious sur-
vey taker wrote, “Redmond
is a good place to live, but
like they say in Mexico ‘don’t
drink the water.””
* “The taste of the water
in Redmond is absolutely
VILEH!" another wrote,

There were enough com-
plaints for the issue to be
brought up at a City Council
meeting a couple weeks ago,
where the findings were
met with surprise from city
officials.

“1find that interesting
because we have some of the
cleanest water in the world
- don't think it's the water,”

Dustan Campbell, the city’s water rmanager,
said the water division has received the survey
results and is looking at the issue, but nothing
has junped out as an cbvious probiem.

said Mayor George Endicott.
“Maybe it's the pipes.”

“Tm surprised by this ag
well — we have very clean
water coming in,” said City
Engineer Mike Caccavano.
“It’s all ground water, and
our pipes are in good condi-
tion and flushed regulariy.”

Dustan Campbell the
city’s watey managet, said
the water division has re-

keep their taps running.

The joint-water system,
known as the Willamette Wa-
ter Supply Program, is expect-

ed to begin cperating by 2026,
However, in order to supply

water to that many new cus-

tomers, a much larger intake

ceived the survey results and
is looking at the issue, but
nothing has jumped out as an
obvious problem.

“Our water's very good,”
he said, noting that the city’s
water is el groundwater
coming from the Deschutes
Basin.

Campbell said mostly he
chalks up the complaints to
people’s individual tastes

and sensitivity to chlorine

— a federally required dis-
infectant for water systems
that serve more than 10,000
people. Complaints about
taste and smell in the city’s
survey generally zeroed in on
chiorination.

“Bad smell, too much chlo-
rine,” a survey respondent
wrate.

The city is considering
adjusting the amount of chlo
rine used to disinfect the wa~
ter - (1.5 milligrams per liter
—which ig more than the 2
milligrams per liter that’s re-
quired by the Envirgnmental
Protection Agency. !

See Water /BS
|
» \

i
|

Water

Contirjued from 51

Even though the amount

the city uses is more than
what's required, Campbell
said a larger amount is nec-
essary 1o make sure enough
chlorine arrives at the end of
the system,

“If we injected chlorine at
the minimum it would most
likely drop below that and be
out of compliance” he said,
adding that the city can either
increase or lower the amount
of chlorine it uses to see if
that helps the taste. Increas-
ing the chlorine might sound
counterintuitive, but Camp-
bell said sometimes an in-
crease will “burn off the taste
and odor.”

i According to Redmond's
2015 Water Quality Report,
test samples found a range
of chlorine in the water, from
0.23 to 0.74 milligrams per

ette water project

on the Willamette at Wilson-
ville is needed.

Jerry Postema, Tualatin’s
public works director, told
councitors that Tualatin could
expect to pay $2.5 millien just
for its skare ef increasing the
size of the intake. To be a fuil
participant, be added, it would
have (o pay its share
of the costs for every

“We are

want for as long as we want to
have it.”

‘While Truax acknowledged
that at some point, it would
likely become more economical
for a city like Tualatin to own 2
water supply rather than buy-
ing wbolesale, Postema said
projections suggest it would be
cheaper over the next
30 years for Tualatin

mrm% =n_mu% project. to continue purchas-
pates i tho Wika COMGUPIAbIE 1aey hen to iy v
mnommﬂmow_mmm maﬁwwwm with our n_um Willamette sup-
sion in 2.5 E.QW&E: Eﬁm_. r %EE. who closely
ter prohibits the city  SOUIGE. follows regional wa-
pomessemnton Welliethe (o7 ssves sud i
drinking water with- fact thatit g ﬂ:&mnﬂwwmmmmwm_m
o_._m voter Muww%aw.ﬁ.ﬁ. , comes frot  $2.5 million to buy E~
isa Mﬁmwmw__m ommﬁw_mm m_h__ m—_q_.‘. wwmmb%wﬁﬂmﬂﬂwmm *
er of the Portland Wa- ~~ Commgilor “It never even m.oe
ter Bureau. Portland FdJruax  to the point where we

gells Tualatin water
from its Bull Run sup-
ply under a 10-year agreement,
which was just renewed this
sururer.

“We are comfortable with
our water source. We like the
fact that it comes from Bull
Run.” said Cotmeilor Ed Truax,
the day after the council meet-
ing. “They seem perfectly will-
ing to sell us all of the water we

were actively consid-
ering doing it, be-
cause it just made no sense
from the outset,” Truax said.
He added, with emphasis, “So
we are not looking for a way to
gel our water from the Willa-
meite River. ... We're not look-
fng for an oppertunity to
change water sources, o this
project didn't make sense on
any of those levels.”

The first two projects that
will see actual pipeline put in
the ground for the Willamette
Water Supply Project will occur
during unrelated road worl at
Southwest 124th Avenue in Tu-
alatin and at Southwest Kins-
man Read in Wilsonville later
this year.

Other pipeline and read im-
provement projects in King
City, Beaverton and Hillsboro
are expected to follow over the
next 10 years, along with cen-
struetion of a new water treat-
ment plant and storage facili-
ties near Cooper Mountain in
Beaverton.

City Manager Sherilyn Lom-
bos said Tralatin did pay
$100,600 to be part of the design
process for the Willamette sup-
ply line because it runs through
the city.

“We've just becoms more
and more convinced that it's
not our best interest to contin-
ue to be a part of that project,”
Lombos said.

Truax said being involved in
that design work for the pipe-
line to he laid io the area of
124th Avenue is advantageous
for Tualatin.

“The two projects are worlk-
ing in comjunction with each

|
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liter. That's Jess overall than
what the 2014 report found
— 0.37 1o (.82 milligrams of
chloring per liter. Bend's 2015
water report found 0.16to 1.76
milligrams of chlorine per
liter.

The maximum amount of
chlorine allowed under EPA
regulations is 4 milligrams
per liter.

Kathy Walter, a co-owner
of Blue Water Plumbing and
Water Treatment in Red-
mond, said when she gets
callers questioning the taste
of their water or locking to
buy a water filtration system,
it's usually about well water
and not city water,

“We don't get calls about
city water thar much, but
when we do most people
complain about the chlorine,”
she said.

Sixty-seven percent of com-
munity survey respondents
rated the city’s water quality

ter: Tualatin currently buys

as “good” or “very good.”

As for cloudy water, Camp-
bell said air in the water is to
blame. A couple of the city’s
geven wells — Well No. I and
Well No. 2 — are clder and
not always used, he said. But
when they go online during
peal water-use times, that's
when some city water users
might notice cloudy water,

“These two wells tend to
have entrapped air in the wa-
ter and we try to run those
more on a need-be basis,”
he said, “They can Intro-
duce air in the system. The
water quality is great, but
entrapped air can lead {o an
aesthetic issue.”

“Sometimes you can see the
water's foggy,” Walter said.
“Seme people think that’s &
bad thing — I know we've had
people visit here, and they're
like “What's going on?"™
— Reporter: 541-617-7829,
awest@bendbuiletin.com
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water from Portland’s Bull Run .
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other, which [ think is smart
government,” he said.

Additionally, Tualatin has al-
lowed a one-way connection
and agreed to sell TVWD some
wrater to be used for flushing
out the pipeline. Truax said
that flushing is needed to keep
the pipeline in working condi-
tion watil the taps are turned on
and the water beging flowing
from Wilsonville to Hillshoro,

“It was kind of a regional
partnership kind of thing,”
Truax expiained.

Like Tualatin, TYWD cur-
rently buys its water wholesale
from the Portland Water Bu-

reau. [t follows neighboring
Tigard in secking to establish a
new water source independent
of Portland. Tigard recently
began receiving Clackamas
River water through a partner-
ship with Lake Oswego,

Even though Tualatin is not
buying into the Willamette
Water Supply Program's in-
take, that decision does not
change Tualatin's standing in
the Willamette River Water
Coalition.

The cozlition, which consigts
of Tualatin, Tigard, Sherwood
and TVWI, controls a water
right on the Willamette, mean-
ing Tualatin could choose to
buy into the project at a later
date if the need arises, Lombos

and Truax said. However, Tus
alatin’s share of that right
could be voided if the coalition
dissolves or downsizes, accord-
ing to Postema, and Truax said
TVWD is considering a few op-
tions that would effectively
combine the coalition witl the
new Willamette Water Supply.
Program. In that ease, Truax
said, Tualatin wouid likely
withdraw its membership,
even if that means forfeiting its
share of the Willamette water
right.

“We would like it to stay to-
gether,” Lombos said of the co-
alition.

Travls Loose contributed to this re-

AT



Eight wells contamihated

in the Green Hills East area

TRACY LOEW
STATESMAN JOURNAL

T44-T

Chlerinated solvents have been found in eight pri-
vate wells serving nine homes in the Green Hills East

area south of Sglem,
he Oregon Department of Environmental Quatity is

providing bottled water and helping residents with per-
manent solutions, such as filtration systems.

In August, DEQ) tested about 45 wells in the area -
roughly bordered by Lipscomb St. SE to the north, Hide-
away Lane to the south, Witzer-Turner Road to the east
and 55th Court SE to the west - after receiving results of
a test commissioned by a homeowner.

_ The tests identified where groundwater is contam-

inated, but did not point to'a cause, said Eric Kelley,

DE‘.p environmental cleanup program project ma.nagerf
‘There’s no known source,” Kelley said.

DEQ will continue to sample wells in the area quar-
terly to determine whether the plume is migrating or
whether there are seasonal variations, he said.

It also will do a historical review to try to identify a
cause, There ave no obvious sources in the rurat resi-
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Pholo contrfbuied by Thomas Lossen
Paige Evans with Oregon DEQ tasts a homeowner's wekl as part
of the agency’s statewide grounthwater manitoring program,

DEQ offering free well water

dergll:fll area, Iéeiley said.
lorinated selvents encompass a large family of
chgrr;‘ucal cumpgunds that contain ch.luringe. i
ey most-often ave used for dry cleaning and in-
dustrial metal applications. Y & "
Short-term exposure can cause dizziness, fatigue,
headaf:hes_ or rashes, Long-term exposure can catise
chromp skin prﬂblems, oF damage to the nervous sys-
tem, kidneys or liver. Exposure to some of the chem.
ma'EI? also can cause cancer,
esting and help for residents is being paid for
thmugh DEQ's Industrial Orphan Sites Pgugram.
DEQ issues bonds to fund the program, and repays
the bonds with state general funds and hazardous-
substance possession fees,

. DEQ also hgs fegal authority o compel a respon-
sible source— if one is identified - to contribute to re-
me%;lat:ﬁn of the contamination,

e homes with contarninated wetls are on
Court, Gath Road and Pear Tree Lane. 6ot

tloew@statesmanjournal . com, 503-399-6 -
low at Twitter.conv/Tracy_Loew 779 o fot
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Writer praises the
bargain of water
cost in the city

of Tigard ] it -

Twas just paying my Tigar

water bilt today, and it remind-
ed me of the Community Soap-
box column written by Steve

Kraemer last week: “Does Ti-
gard waler really cost aboula

nisy per gallen?” 1 compitied

1y per gailon vato for my An-
ggs{)usgge. | had 11 CCF of wa-
{er consumption and 4 CCF of
sewagefsurface water i spnsa&.
That made the consumption
coslt .88 dends per gallon ant
the sewage cost 148 cenls per
galion. My invoice from the city
fells me | have a5{8" meler.

testing in Walla Walla Basin

East Oregonian
T44-7

Horme: in the
M\ﬁi can have
& i) =F wells tested
for free as past of a study by the
Oregon Department of Enyirons
mental Quality.

DEQ is conducting a statcwide
monitoring program to identify
areas where local groundwater
might be vulnerable to contam-
ination. The Walia Walla Basin
was chosen as a slady arca based
on information about the aguifer,
historic real esiate transaction,
geology, soifs and gaps in the
current data set.

Testing will be done on
a volunteer basis. DEQ s
locking for volunteers around
Milton-Freewater, including
areas west of Umapine, Highway
11 along Dry Creek, the lower
part of Pine Creek, bath the north
and south forks of the Walia
Walla River, Milt Creek and
down south teward Toilgate.

1t is ultimately up to the land-
owner what to do wilh the resulis

ofthe tests. Public water suppiiers
are required to test water on a
regalar basis, but private weils
are not required to test unless the
property is transferted.

All results are publie record
— however, addresses and
naizes will not be made available
to the public. DEQ will fest
for things like nitrates, arsenic,
pesticides, selected metals and
bacleria. Groundwater can be
contaminated by both surface and
sub-surface  pollution  sources,
such as applying chemicals or
on-site sepiic systems.

The festing process should
only take about 3045 mimstes
and the homeowaer does not
need to be present. DEQ will send
fest results to the well owners and
residents on the properly.

Testing is scheduled during
the weeks of Sepl. 19 and Sept.
26, To voluateer, call 503-693-
5736 or email Groundwater,
Monitoring@deg.state. or.us.
Participants must have spigol
access 1o thelr water before any
treatment or fillration oceurs.

Kraemer seemed guile con-
cerned about the differing
rates paid by custoiners with
Qilfereut size wmeters. Acgord-
ing {o his article, the rate could
go as high 28 946 conts per gak
lon. Now, L have no idea why
my meter is the size that it Is,
nor do I know why rates vary
with the size of the meter.

However, [ am struck with
just how nuch of a bargain
our water rates are. Weget

virtually unlimited water —
safe, pure, tasty, cool \\:aier —
detivered to any roem in BT
house in which we want to pu
a tap, 24/, including holidays,
for & penny {ora couple pen-
nies) per gailon. And, the cily
talces away all our used, un-
ganitary water without us hav-

ing to lift a finger for just a
couple pennies also.

How muck is that product/
service worthy? What is the
market rate for pure safe wa-
ter delivered to our homes,
and sewage {0 be unseen, or
smelled or felt? One penny or
two pennies —what a bargain!

Dennis Moanter
Tigard
e
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Lead not coming from water source

TVWD:

i

Toxin' usually gets
in from home and
building pipes

By ERIC APALATEGU]
Pamptin Media Group

The Tualatin Valley Water
District’s water eontains [it-
tle to no lead as it makes its
way te your home, business
or school,

But it might be a different
story when it gets there.

“In our region, the biggest
risk we receive from lead (in
drinking water) isin the homes
and-buildings,” said Joel Cary,
who oversees water safefy is-
sues for TVWD,

While TYWD's distribution
lines are lead-free, the plumb-
ing In many older buildings
across the region was assem-
hled with components contain-
ing lead, 2 heavy metal that
can leach invisibly into drink-
ing water.

At high enough levels, lead
is a harmful neurcioxin when
swallowed or breathed. Un-
healthy exposure can be par-
ticularly hazardous to develop-
ing fetuses and children, satd
D, Christina Baumann, deputy
health officer for Washington
County.

Baumann and Cary were
among a panel of experts that
digcussed lead in the drinking
waler supply during 2 public
sumomer forum at TVWD's
headquarters, 4 few dozen
citizens attended and asked
guestions.

People drinking TVWD wa-
ter include more than 200,000
residents of a large area that
takes in parts of incorporated
Tigard, Metzger, Hillshoro and
Beaverton, as well as unincor-
porated comrupities such as
Aloha, Rock Creek, Bethany
and Cedar Mill.

Other water agencies in
Washington County receive

.

TIMES PHOTE: ERIC APALAYER

Five water and health experts discussed issues around lead in drinking water during a community ferem on Juby 14, Tualatin Valley Water B
District’s supply has very safe [evels of lead, but the heavy metal ran leack into water from plurnbing inside homes and buildings, officials said. :

their water from similar scure-
es and also have reported low
levels ef lead in their supply.

Lead levels in water supply
systems have long heen tested,
but testing water where if’s
consumed is much less com-
mon,

The issue has received extra
scrutiny lately, particularly af-
ter dangerously high levels
were defected in Flint, Mich,,
and concerning levels were
found much closer to home in
Portland znd some of the sur-
rounding suburban communi-
ties.

TYWD found cne home Jast
spring where lead levels were
tested at an alarming 113 parts
per billion, more than seven
times the 15 parts per billion
level the Environmenta] Pro-
tection Agency has set as its
“action level” to safeguard
health.

Upon investigation, it turned
out the test used water collect-
ed from the hot water fapina
little-used bathroom, accord-
ing to district engineer Bill
Richmond. When the pipes
were flushed with cold water,
lead dipped to barely detect-
able levels, he said.

74

Using cold water from weli-
flushed pipes for drinking and
cooking is a simple way to re-
duee exposure to lead, even in
homes with pipes that include
the heavy metal in solder, fix-
fures or other components, ex-
perts said. Having your water
tested and taking other simple
steps outlined with this article
also can help.

Cary said that TVWD will
increase outreach efforts about
lead in drinking water and in
2017 will change its testing
regimen, part of which will in-
clude more than doubling the
mumnber of tests conducted.

In another decade, TVWD,
Hillsboro and other potential
partners will begin tapping the
mid-Willamette River near
Wilsenviile to augment its cur-
rent water sources, That water
source, which will be treated,
similarly contains little 1o no
defectable lead levels, szid
Dave Kraska, who is oversee-
ing that project,

Reduce lead in drinkirg water

Tuzlatin Valley Water Dis-
trict offieials recormmend the
following steps to help reduce
the lead levels jn water used

for drinking, cocking and ba-
by formula:

B Use only ‘cold water. Hot
water can leach more lead into
water.

M Flush pipes until the water
is noticeably colder, This may
take 30 seconds to two min-
utes. .

M Boiling water won’t re-
move lead. Ia fact, it may con-
centrate the heavy retal.

B Remove the faucet aerator
periedically and clean it out.
Remove trapped particles.

¥ Not all water filtration sys-
fems are designed to remove
lead, 50 shep carefully.

I Have your water tested for
iead. Call 503-988-4000 for a free
kit.

Other lead sources

Old paint is one of the most
commeon sources of lead poi-
soning, The metal was 4 com-
mon addifive to improve color
and covarage until it was
banned in 1978. Much of that
cld paint is stili on homes and
other structures built in the
mid-20th Century.

0ld lead paint should be re-
moved by qualified contrac-
tors or at least covered with

new paint, which doesn't con--
tain Jead, Sanding lead paint
Increases exposure. Even soil
near bujldings with lead paint..
can contain unsafe lead levels
and should be covered or re-
moved, Baumann said. -

Scome imported goods have
also been found to contain
high levels of lead. These can
include toys, jewelry, pottery,
folk medicine, cosmeties and
even candy.

‘Work and hobbies can be a
source of exposure, teo. Take .
precantions to limit contact
when working with stained
glass, fishing weights, remod;
eling and antomotive projects,
and ammunition and firing
ranges, Bzumann said,

Some industrial activity and.
old pesticides also are z poten-
tial source of lead exposure.

Eating diets rich in calcinm;.,
iron and vitamin C can reduce
the amount of lead a person
absorbs, Baumann sajd.

Also, frequent hand-wash:
ing has a beneficial effect on:
reducing ingestion of lead
fromn other exposures in addi-
tion to helping limit the:
spread of communicable ill-
nesses, she added.
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By Jaseph Ditzler
The Bulletin

e Oregon Liquor Control Commis-
sion is fast-tracking the licensing process
for a marfjuana testing lab in Bend follow-
ing a report that too few labs are ready for
an Cct. 1 deadline.

Starting that day, all marijuana prod-
uets sold for adult recreational use must
be tested for potency, pesticides and other
contamninants by a certified lab, which
must also be lcensed by the GLCC, That
means two separate regulatory hurdles
for labs that want to provide pot-testing
services: certification and licensing,

Evio Labs Inc., in Bend, received its ac.
creditation Wednesday from the Oregon
Environmentai Laboratory Acereditation
Program, an arm of the Qregon Health
Authority. Evio was the only lab acered-
fted in Central Oregon out of three labs
operating in Bend, as of Thursday.

The head of the environmental Jab
accreditation program, Gary Ward, in
an email Aug. 25 to agency officials and
testing labs around the state, stated the
agency, which also certifies Jabs that test
for environmental and drinkingwater .

-quality, was “on the precipice of collapse”
duetolack of resources and a Jast-minute
rush by marijuana testing labs seeking
certification.

Five marijuana labs, including Evio,
were certified by the Oregon Health
Authority out of 37 that have applied
Tor certification, all of them since June,
according to the authority's website and
an email from Jonathan Modie, agency
spokesman,

The Oregon Health Authority plans to
inspect ancther 12 labs for possible certifi-
cation by Oct. 1.

Mark Pettinger, spokesman for the
CLCC Recreational Marfjuana Program,
on Thursday said the OLCC expects to
license six testing labs by the first weel of
October. He said the agency may consider
changes to prevent a bottlenack occurring
Oct. 1 for recreational marijuana produc-
ers and retailers.

*T think at this point all sorts of things

Joe Kiina / Tha Bulistin
Ellen Parkin, technical director of chemistry for Evio Labs in Bend, prepares samples sf
cannabis flowers and concentrate Thursday for pesticide testing.

arebeing floated around,” Pettinger said.
“We're asking Iots of questions about
what we can consider, what aligns with
the rule-making process, what aligns with
what we're doing permanently.”

Modie did not indicate whether the
health authority is considering 2 change
in either the deadline or regulations. Ina
prepared statement released Wednesday,
the authority stated it “will find & solution
to the challenges that the short-term in-
crease in cannabis-testing-lah requests
has caused”

Dispensary owners may sell their cuu-
rert stock of marjjuana products after
Qct. |, provided they label them as not
meeting new standards,

“If we can't get product tested (after
Oct. 1, it's not going to be sold,” said
Cash Smith, manager at Top Shelf Medi-
cine, a NE Greenwood Avefiue dispensa-
ry. The health authority, he said, has “run

into a pickle.”

Ben Hebert, of Dr. Jolly’s, a SE Third
Street dispensary, said the lab require-
ment, along with labeling and packaging
requirernents that also take effect Oct. 1,
have mary ir: the business confused,

“This is going to be & huge problem
for people to comply with this,” he said
Thursday. “I see it enforced more strictly
after the first of the year, but who knows if
they’ll come in and start pulling product.”

Anthony Smith, chief science officer at
Evio Labs, satd being the fivst accredited
lab in Bend could result in more business,
but also longer turnaround times and add.
ed siress for employees. Overall, the ac-
creditation requirement means added cost
passed on to consumers, he said, Smith is
also in charge of an accredited testing Jab
in the Medford area,

—=Reporter: 541-617-7815,
jdit=zler@bendbulietir.com
—



By Brad Schmidt
Tie Oregonian/OregonLive

Fedetal regulators are turning up
the heat on Portland’slingering lead
peoblem and now say the Rose City
may need to take interim steps to
zeduce exposure at the tap.

The Eavirenmental Pretection
Agency said it will review Port-
iand’s efforts to limit pipe corrosion
to “ascertain whether more imme-
diate action is warranted to protect

public health”

The declaration comes as city
officials study corrosion problems
that cause lead zelease and con-
sider water treatment options that
may nct be instituted until 2022 —
ifatall,

Portland Commissioner Nick
Fish, who oversees city water
operaticns, downplayed the letter
Monday and said it was “entirely
consistent with the conversations
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wa'veheen having withtegulators”

“We're all committed to consider-
ing ways to improve corrosion con-
trol,” he said.

Portland caught the attention
of federal regulators this spring
because its high-risk homes have
the highest reported lead ievels of
any large water provider nation-
wide. Concemns have only escalated
as testing across Portland Public
Schools found high levels in vistu-
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ally every buiiding,

The Portland Water Bureau: could
add more chemicals to reduce the
corrasivity of its water, which in
turn would reduce exposure from
lead solder in pipes of lead from
brass faucets, But the state of Ore-
gon, which has regulatory author-
ity over Portland, approved a plan
in 1597 that didn’t minimize lead
levels,

With elevated levels of
tead turning up in Porttand
schoels — and more
businesses, homeowners
and other schools
submitting sarmples to

be tested — BSK Labs in
Vancouver has had a very
busy summer.

Story | Page A4
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labs can be accredit. d

on this summer, it's lead in the
riniting water at schools around
the state. Lead can cause permanent
damage, according to the Centers
for Disease Controf and Prevention.

Yet Gary Ward, administrator
of the Oregon Environmental Lab-
oratory  Accreditation  Program,
emailed the Oregon Health Author-
ity recently that lack of funds has
pushied the program o “the verge of
coltapse” It has waiting lists of botl:
water-lesting laboratories and those
that hope to test recreational mari-
juana for impurities,

The federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency sets the maximum
ampunt of lead allowable in drink-
ing waler at 15 parts per billion,
though, it says, no amount is safe. In
Portland this spring some scheols
were found to have as much as
twice that "action Jevel” in their wa-
ter, Since then, olher schoot districts
around the state have reporied simi-
Jar lead problems.

That's got parents nervous and
school districts buying up afl the
bottled water they can {ind. They're
vight to be nervous. In young chil-
dren, lead ingestion can result in
short stature, nerve damage, learn-

Ethere's been a hot lopic in Cre-
8

ing disabilities and hearing prob-
lems. That's just for starters.

Now, as school districts rush
to test for iead, they need accredit-
ed labs to examine their samples.
Recreational marfjuana  suppliers
also need accredited Iabs fo certify
their products are free of a variety
of harm{ul products by Oct. 1. With
only five accredited Iabs in the stale
at the moment, certified weed may
be hard to come by for a {ime.

Ward and three others curvently
ate the only people wotking to cer-
tify laboratories. There is no money
to do more, though, Ward says, he
was tokl resources would be avail-
able. They've vet fo show up. The
governor's office says the Oregon
Health Authority is “taking steps” to
fix the problem. No one, to date, has
said how Jong it will take to put a fix
in place.

That’s not acceptable. The Oct. 1
marijuana deadine iz not nev, and
while the purity standards them-
selves are, surely someone in Ore-
gon government should have seen
the problem on the horizan. Now
it's here, and there's no more time
for excuses. There’s only time for ac-
tion, and quick action at that.
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Removal of reservoir
at Washington Park
raises red flags

By NICK BUDNICK
The Tribune

Tricia Knoll thinks the
Poriland YWater Buvean s im-
properly townplaying plans
{o cut down 200 or more trees
at picturesgue Washington
Park. .

Knotl is no stranger 1o publie
relations; she's a former long-
fime water bureau spokeswoin-
an. She became accusivmed to
her employer being in the spol-
Tight in ways it gign't like.

Now, she says, it's thne for the
purea: to be in reporiers' “cross-
hairs™ once agaln. |

"trees Dy early October in cont
-nection with the praject’ to re¥
place bwo open-air reservoirs at
Washinglon Parlk with a new
covered one, The decision, ap-
proved by the City Couneil last
year, caing in response to esen-
+ iating pressure from the federal
government,
*f'he fear: a falal ouibreak of

1i‘h’p’aigf

g Bgn water awareness
C

4 -¥hegity planstg.cut do\s‘mg()ﬁ;_ cut. . e e -
Fhat may be hrue, Knoll says, *
- but that's bécause old growth s -

waler borne parasites. including
a similar project wadervay with
the Mount Tabor reservoirs, the
cost of Teserveir capping is ex-
pected to excecd $200 million.

Knoll doesn’t oppose the eap-
ping of reservoirs. In fact, she
wholeheartedly supporis i,

But she's also a tree-lover and
a self-described “ceo-poet” who
volunteers at the Rose Garden.
She's worked with plenty of en-
gineers during her time al the
city, and questions whether the
city is being as careful asit could
be with the treasured resource

" of Washington Park’s brees.

“My experience is that engi-
neers have the atlifude "“When in
donht, take it out. Ifit's in our way,
makeit go away,' " Knoll says.

She says hor antennae were
[irst raised hy the rity's flier pub-
licizing the plans, which stressed
thal no “old-growth” would be

ravely found in the area.
“There’s o daen litile old
growth anywhere in Washing-
ton Park. We were called
“Stumplown’ fer a reason, and
the reason is the whole place
wis logged.” '
- The city's Bier also siressed

n a silly endeavor

that the Douglas firs cut down
would be used to help restore
Bull Run habitat.

Knell says that the Dult Run
Tabitat work cun gel its trees
from anywhere. “I'm worried
{bal this is mestly spin. Like say-
ing we'll turn dead birds into cal
food” )

Fielding gueslions sparked by
tha former waler bureau spokes-
woman is the carrenl one, Jay-
mee Cuti --- herself a former re-
porler .

The bureau is sending out in-
formation, such as ahout old-
growth: trees, that the publichas
expressed interest in, she says,
noting that the bureau plans to
repiant 20 percent more trees
than reguired.

In response to e questions
raised by Knoll, Cuti sent over a
nap of the trees stated to be cut.
For most of the lrees, cutiing is;
ngcegsary, while nearly. 20 per,.
ceni of the lrees are being eut
because they are non-native,inv
vasive” species, according to the
clty.

“Old growily” definifions vary,

-but some of the trees to be cut

will be pretty old. According lo
the ¢lty, the area was elearcul
120 years ago. -

“The new reservoir will sup-

B

TRIBUNE SEE PROTG

A plaa to cut mare than 200 trees at Washington Park to make way for reservoir construction hias a former city spokeswoman crying foul.

Former city staffer s
‘spin’ in tree-cutting plans

ells

ply water to Portland'’s west side
and serve more than 380,000
people, including ali downiown
businesses and residents, 20
schouls, tliree hospital complex-
8, niore than 60 parks, and the
Oregon Zoo,” Cuti wrote in an
email, adding that the bureaw .
engaged in a “lengthy and exten-
sive” public outreach process.
But looking st the map and
other inforination, Knoll's fears
are not assuaged. '
“[ flo hope {Southwest Pert-
land) neighbors understand that |
even theugh no ‘old growtly is *
coming out, some big frees are
going to fall, and £ for one, fecla
sadness for the loss of those gi-
ants,” Knoll says. “Some appear
ta be big Douglas firs across the
road from the reservoir - and
that is going {u come as a shock
to pecpiewho know and love this

L ark”

-Knoll's concerns are echoed
by a prouzinent local ddvocate, 7
Rob Sallinger of the Audubon
Society of Portland, who just .
heard aboul the city’s plaiss. "We
would have real coneeins about
that Jevel of tree loss. Fven
though they are mitigating for it,
obviousty it wili take decades to

replace mature trees.” //

-

pend, OR
{Peschutes Co.)
gend Bulletin

That's what the city of Bend
asked residents to do on Wednes-
day. Think of Wednesday as hav-
ing been Bend 20Thissty, £ was a
campaign to build awareness of
the need for water investment and
infrastructure. .
“Imagining a day without water
means thinking about what hap-
pens when no waler” comes out of
the tap to brush your teeth, When
you flush the ioilet, nothing. It
means firefighters have no water fo

I magine a day without water.

put out fires and dociors can't 'tvash
their hands before treating patients.
A day without water would be a
crisis.”

Do you feel more aware? Have
you stopped taking water for grant-
ed? Are you now going Lo wvater your
Jawn only ot: the correct days?

Imagine a day when Bend res-
idents lose their faith in the abil-
ity of their government fo distin-
guish between silly campaigns and
seriousness.

{Circ. W. 27,547

5pp 16 2016

I3
Affen's P.C.B. Esb 1888

Porttand, OR
{Multncmah Co.}
Partland Tribune

{Circ, 2xW. 120,000}

SEp 15 2815

Allen's P.C.B. Est, 1858

-




Bend, OR
(Peschutes Co.}
Bend Bulletin

{Circ, W. 27,547)

SEP 162066 — : A
|
o Pla%r?erzt say th7e ity is set for water supplies despi id cli E:
pplies despite an arid climate Y o= B
QL & ©1 +H
-By Marina Starfeat R < xoE 0 S d
o arinn Startest ket Water demant in Bend . SEZR e o«
For more than a decade, Despile a groving pepulalion, which has gone from 52, . EEo 3 ™
Eric Nunez, owner ¢ de o W mili m 52,800 people in 2600 to more than 81,000 in 2015, A85 G o O
WaierHauiing‘has(g:zind Somaﬂd.lur\llalen measured by miliions of galions per day, kas stayed largely the same. gd 5 uw g
delivering thousands of T T Ry — _ _ = §
gallons of drinking water '
o residents in rural areas %y
surrounding Bend, Outside
of the city, people have few 2
lways ?1) get drir(lll:ing wa-
er — they can difll private [T . W E
welis, haul in their own Awgrage thily demai T : EE T w Egg 28
water ar pay someone like g AT g o= 49n-8ce 2%
Muneztofillup bigholding W1 - m S¢ LEg RESg-i 82
;\?nlcs on t_geirprﬂperﬁes, “ gg % P .E _E %g Ené & 2 é
unez said. 5 - e T 5 To2L85 5T
“I'm peopte’s water com- B — W == ﬂgg 5 38 gé ihytg
pany,” said Nunez. “Without guzy w0 B E 2EETZ 2 8%
me, they dor't shower, they 0 02 03 ‘B4 05 06 o7 08 09 HB888m o§ E S
don't flush their toilets.” WO W oo e S3Eq i85 EC “‘é'g 54 ! E
Several people look to Soee: Coy of Bend . “ ‘E E‘ Egdgy g E aban ®
Nunez each year for his Sarifrvager Tho Bufetn S ﬂz = E‘é‘éﬁ 9§ %E EE
services ag old wells dr of trvi - . ’ -
up and ey dort have'ﬁze 2,\'3t[rl—glz!1)cgr§s) g}l;i ;):]e;‘ :11;11-([)[1;‘1 nef:{d? gn:al_jéms. , ulation growth of nearly E ; -
money to dig them deeper. land by expanding its urban  poy Zlm{?bpl e expected 30,000 people, according to %'ﬁ ? 2y LR oG I
Witl some residents in growth boundary, which p ]31 i fongrowth andan  city data. L] = ‘g HHw 85 Ha2 iy E
rural areas struggling to D e T that A s g:? BC méqte,’cnlyefﬁmals “We're very fortunate that h 8 o iﬁ%'.v @ 8 %‘E =g § B
gt water, a big caestion o e 3 go en 1s[weﬂ_set when we're in really good shape g & =2F 1) Hg's BlEe g ;
Femains about ow Bead is planaing for 13 end Tes to luture water in terme of what ouz system “ 5] E; 28 = = 58 855 % g e g
will meet growing water Hemsing vita o sccomn supply. City conservation future investment needs ﬁ =] EEB8HE fnSd2B
demands as it plans forpop-  modale populatior th programs have been largely  are,” snid Tom Hickmann, HEBESEREE nEgoal
ulation growth of thousands - abon 3&*000 pe‘o‘gfg\i 5 i;%:ﬁ;ﬂ’:?g}ge&? a\G who leads the city’s Engi- u e :‘2 % n;"é". 5 g éﬁ% a g % o8 Ha
of more pecple. betweer, 054 ad voge Erd i samy neering and Infrastruciure By 3 H B bedys
The city is i H d 2028, ac-  isonly slightly grealerthan  Plannin SEEIEEE TR
city is 1r: the process cording to the city’s housing it was in 2000, despite pop- J:4 depagergs\trl:IET " § g E 5L:: g‘ﬁ ?5 % E :% S '§ E E E &
: : £dao £ =
P =11}
h 53 4 a @ 8584 &5
Water t) “When we'te fooking ~ opment would be able to use W "% % 2. 4 El Eég gi—l“
astomaled water melers (o EdRESREane
at water stpply; awer m 45 = EEESHETAES
Comtinued from Al , ’ gauge howrly water use o B .,-_-@é.c, LR %-E
In planning for over 30000 because it takes catch leaks, he said. The city 2% S<ticsg dEa
more people, city officials g Jong time to get has also discussed propos- g BE ag'ﬂ?“mgg & &
Jooked yearts into the future als to require homes io be e = 'S %’-8 0 HC R
years (o Lhe supply, we are B : = EfnsoerhEsasd
to assess Bend’s water needs, ) more efficient, for instance, o= 5 B &8 EH55 %
Hickmann said, City plan- 100KINgG out 30, 40, by requiring certain plumb- : w2 g EufopEssis
ners analyzed where it would 50 years, and even ing fixtures that use about 20 2 L5 Deggnyg 2o g-ég a
be the easiest to Instali sew-  posnd s not percent less water than oth- =+ R[4 IZBSOHBE
ers, roads and waterlines in Y -, ) er types. For example, some = '8
order to decide which pieces something we're new toilets use only 1.28 gal- 5 Y A B . =
of county land to allow into  fooling at just five lons per flush and wotlt better o2 E,SwmE 2 B
the city, he said. City plan- s down th o than older loilefs, which can w £ = 4§ S‘%E B 458
ners also worked alongside years do € 7080, e more than 3 gallons per 0 = ToEo8L8 =% §
water companies such as — Tom Hickmann, Bend  1ush, Griffiths said. E G ﬁ-g s 85T s}g 56
Roats Water System and AVl gngineering and Infrastructure Althougls Bend is fucky to = 8_ s8emebEd §
on Water Ca. 1o make sWre pianning depariment directar have abundant water sources 25 | ”’%g 288 35 5]
future city territory would from a large regional aqui- R it = EE"&L °E] 355 En‘-’
have adequate water access, fer and surface water from w - = 54 ,2"‘3 I é'g ﬂg =]
he said. tion organization. the Cascades, conserving “v i 8 X B h*é' g«:g ER
swWhenwe'relookingatwa- 0 will reduce some of the  water when possible is nec- Do 8 g £ 5 mg Bl
fer sunply, because it tekes a  larger manicured landscapes,  essary to accommodate pop- w A== ExES88EE 2
lang time fo get supply, weare  which wil help us save some ulation growth, according o A U
Jooking out 30, 40, 50 years, water, and aliow for pecple conservationists, [= L858 B
and even beyond,” Hickmann  to live more efficiently in the “It's important given how X % = g-lg g a2 2 8
said. “it’s not something we're  center of fown,” said Staab. fast Bend is growing that the - v o s & B % = &
looking at just five years Patrick Griffiths, water re-  public start paying attention @ ! ‘ggﬁH 598 g
down the road.” sources manager for the city,  to waler,” said Paul Dewey, ﬁ — 8 w BeY % o= E &0
Mearnwhile, the UGB plan  said akhough Bend will most executive director of Central % = ¥ By é z g g8 & 4
calls for Bend to grow not  likely have encugh water to Oregon LandWatch, a con- m =3 £ 2 e E a8y
only out, but up — morethan  sapport prowth in years fo  servation organization, "It's - E ‘: ME’%E g 5‘;‘5 23
70 percent of new develop-  come, it will continue o come - critical that whatever water w = T3 %B.g gLy ga
ment will be located within  up with new ways to conserve supplies the city relies upon aQ % 95 2% Sﬁg p_?gg B
Bend's current city limils.  water So far, conservation ef-  — whether il’s surface water d — & @ 93 poEYEaY 2
That means the city will be  forts have included working  for Tumalo Creek or ground- @ oE =2 E, 485 B3
able fo use its water systerns  with parks, schools and large  waler — that it be used as ef-
and supplies more efficientlr landowners to use landscap-  ficiently as possible, because
because homes will be built  ing that conserves water by  those resources are very
closer together, said Darelc  switching from lawns to na- fimited.”
Staab, project manager at tiveplants. — Reporter: 541-633-2160,
Trout Unlimited, a conserva- In the future, new devel- lllrilzer@bendblql(et;‘n.cﬂm
- rog e !




Condan, OR

(Gilliam Co.)
Times-Journal |
(Cire. W, 1,500)

sep 22206

Allen's P.C.B st 1988

~# Condon council-hears engineer’s
reports, plans to restrict use of transfer

statio Gilliam residents only
b

Condon couhcilors
heard a report from engineer
Dave Wildinan when they
met Wednesday, Sepl. 7, in
public session at the city hali.
Wildman presented over-
views of the city’s water and
wastewater masler plans.

Two plases of the city's
waslewater improvements

. have been completed, but
repairs and improvements
remain. Wildman outlined
additional phases of work,
including high priority work
that should be accomplished
within the rext five years,
which may cost $535,000;
medium priority work thag
should be completed within
10 years at an estimated cost
of $595,600, and long-range
projects that should -be
completed within the next 20
years ai aa estimated cost of
$390,004.

Maps  provided by
Wildman had several areas
marked as priority, one area
included several Main Street
buildings with drainage and
sump pump conznections to
the city’s waslewaler system
rather than to the storm
drains, which over-loads the
operation of the wastewater
treatment plant at times,

Councitors agreed that a
discussion  on  these
suggested projects, and the
Iunding of them, be
conducted in a council work
session.

Wildman then presented
information on the city’s
witer master plan, noting
population prowth estimates,
historic water nsage and
production and storage
capacities.

“The city is still in good
shape,” Wildman said, in
regards to production and
storage, but suggested that
the city should aliernate the
use of its wells to allow water
levels (o rebuild. - :

“Thai’s the beauty of
bavirg eight wells,”
Wildinan added,

Regarding’ the
transimission fine from the
wells to the cisterns,
Wildman indicated that the
100-year old system “is in
pretty  good  shape."
Ultrasonic  tests were
performed at 11 locations
along the water line, and all
showed good integrity of the
Pipe; ne leaks were detected
anywhere. Testing also
indicated that there are no

._high lead concentrations in

the systenm.

Resident Guy Whatley
met with the council to
request thai stop signs be
placed at the intersection of
QOregon and Frazer streets in
north and south bouad
directions, for the safely of
children and pedestrians,
The couneil approved the
placement of twe stop signs
on Oregon Street, both rorth
and south, at its intersection
with Frazer Street.

The discussion moved to
the usage al the city’s sofid

waste transfer station on -

Brown Lace. Tt was noted
ikal the city's contract with
Waste Management states
that the use of the transfer
station is specificaily for
residents *of Condon,
Lonerock .and Gilliam
County. Councilors agreed (o
begin the process of limiting
the use of the transfer station
facifities 10 Gifliam County
residents only, and set Fun,
1, 2017 as the date (hat the

{ new system will go into
effect,

In staff  reporis,
councilors heard from Public
Works Supt. Larry Durfey
that the water improvement
project is continuing and is
scheduled to cross the state
highway near the motel; that
he is waiting for the bid for
the feacing that will be used
if the ¢ransfer station is
moved back lo town; that
that the generator at the city
farin has been wired; that the
work on Summit Street
between Main and Oregon
has been scheduled; and thag
a water issue with the South
Gilliam Cemetery District
must be reselved by the
District or water will be
~turned off. .

Police Chief Dale Scobert
reported that he biad arrested
a person living in The Dalles
for telephone harassment of
a local resident; arrested a
local party-goer who woke
up in the wrong home; and
that he is training on a new
computer program for
reporis.

City Adminisirator Kath-
ryn Greines recommended
that the ecity join “Next
Century Cities’ at o cost to
further the cily’s knowledge
and connections regarding

Lebanrzon, OR
(Linn Co.)

Lebanon Express
{Circ. W, 1,913)
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fiber oplics advancement;
that the auditors would be in
Condon later i the month;
that the necessary paperwork
has been compieted to place
a marijuana tax measure on
the November batlot; and
suggested that aa eveni based
arourd the solar eclipse in
August 2017 couid be staged
at the golf course.

Councilors alse:

- approved the renewal
of the franchise agreement
with J&N Cable Systems,

— granted by consensus
the use of the golf course for
a school cross country meet
Oet. 21,

—  direcied  City
Administrator  Kathryn
Greiner to develop a request
for proposals to remedel the
portion of the city hall which
formerly housed the fire
departmenl ialo a useable
space.

— defezzed to the Finance
Committee a discussion of
golf shed rentals.

~ discussed briefly but
took no agtion on the
condition of the ‘clubhouse’
at the golf course,

"The Condon City Council
will meet again Wednesday,
Oct. 5, 7 p.n. at the city hall,
Council meetings are open to
the public,

e

drinki

-

Thé ¢ Lebanbn will
begin flushing the public
drinking water system start-
ing on Sept. 6, The annual
maintenance may take up to
two weeks,

‘There may may be po-
tential for settlement to
be stirred up, which could
cause discoloration of the
water in residents water.

If you water {3 discolored,

4
"City to perform annual
water maintenance

ran a cold water fancet until
water js clear prioy to run-
ning any appliance, flush
each toilet twice.

If after those steps are
taken and the water is still
diseoiored, call 541-258-
4914 or 541-258- 4010

For more information,
“contact Jason Williamns at
541-258-4280 or viaemail at
jwilliams@ei.lebanon.or.us
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Drained reservoir

744-7

Latensive
repar work
L Progress

BY RICK BEASLEY
Of the News-Times

he biggest municipal public

I works praoject in decades has

been quietly taking place be-

yond sight at ar aging, 19.5-million gal-
lon earthen reservoir,

Drained of water for extensive repairs,
public works officials were recently sur-
prised at what they found, Expecting the
normal buitdup of 2,000 cubic yards of sikk,
workers instead encountered 6,000 cubic
yards — neazly 600 dimp-tzuck loads of
muud and debris scooped up and hauled out
by the contractor, Cedar Creek Quarries,

“When we drew off the 20-foot deep
reservoir, we were startled by what we
saw]” recalled City Superintendent Brady
Weidner, who was a rising Depoe Bay usil-
Hty worker when the three-acre lake wes
last dredged in 2003,

“It was two-thirds full of silt aud logs
from a landslide that happened above the
teserveir about five years ago,”

The 43-year-old reservoir liad ather
probiems, including a stuice gate that was
jammed shut and water leaks aronnd the
face of the dirt dam, Safeguarding the
town’s “potable” water supply becane his
main objective after taking charge of the
public works department three years ago,
Weidner reflected,

"This was a big municipal project,
and everything about it was covared
with red tape;” he said, citing an alpha-
bat soup of county, state and federat
acronyms with their toes in the city's
drinking water.

CREEK on Page Al

NORTH DEPOE BAY CREEK

Paul Carver, Dgpne Bay water plant operatoy, hoses down a
7,000-gallon water clarifier at the Depoe Bay Water Treatment
Plant on Wedne;day, Sept. 21,

CREEN
Continued from page |

“It teok about two years to
bring it all together”

Cedar Creek, alse known
a5 Road and Driveway Co.,
won the teserveir-cleaning
job with a bid of $29,000.
The unexpected silt buildup
pushed the fizal price to
%55,000, still a “pretty gooad
deal” according to Weidner.

The empty reservoir re-
vealed the other probiems,
too. Debris was behind the
inoperative sluice gate, an
expensive metal assembly
that controls take levels.

"It was just buried In
so much junk it wouldn't
work” Weldner said, ex-

plaining that a city crew was
brought in to fix it, rather
than an expensive outside
contracter. “We had bud-
geted $80,000 for repairs,

but it oaly cost $20,000 to
clean and oil the gate, and
refurbish the culvert”
Inspection of the dam re-
vealed the leaks were caused

Newporl, OR
{Lincotn Co)
Newport News Times
(Circ. 2. 7,011
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The North Depoe Bay Creek runs through the city's dralned water reservoir d
plant operators dralned the reservair in July to rerove 6,000 cubic vards of silt

Sept. 21,

propped up during renovations to the 3-ac

A plpe used to diveri North Depoe Bay Creek runs ﬁhrOL!gh
the hottemn of the drained Depoe Bay waler reservoir during
repovations to the site on Wednesday, Sept. 21 (Phote by

Nathan Howard}

by “short civenits” in piping —
a6t eracks in the dirt wall. To
solve {he problem, city workers
putnew skeeves over the pipes.

Meamwhile, Lincoln City

marine engineer Bill Sexton
was hired to design and in-
stall a new galvanized steel
platfarm from which work-
ers service gates, valves and
floating fish pens. .
On Thursday, Sept. 22, Wei-
dner predicted it wonld take
about two weeks to finish the
job, adding it will take seven te
10 days to eefill the reservoir.
The rteservoir sits above
town on skimpy North Dre-
poe Creek, but is mainly
fed by water pumped from
Rocky Creek, about three
miles to the south. 7447

Contact reporter Rick
Beasley at 541-265-8571,
ext. 221 or rbeasley@new-
porinewstimes.com
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and rebuild access platforms. {Photos by Nathan Howard}

The main water intake at the North Dapoe Bay Creek Reserveir is

re site on Wednesday,
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PUBLIC HEALTH

Gold Hill residents told to boil water

By Ryan Pleil
Hail Tribune T44-%

Gold Hill residents are being
asked to boil their water for
the next few days because of
possible bacterial
contamination.

In a news advisory sent
Monday, Mayor Ten Fish said
aloss of water pressure ia the
distribution system prompted
the warning.

Fish said a contracted work
crew {asked with relining the
sewer lines it a waterline and
broke it.

“It was a mechanical thing,”

Crews spent several hours
repairing the break, but seme
sediment may have made its
way inte the system, Fishsaid
thete was no exchange or lesk
of contents between sewer and
walerlines,

“1t vwas relatively isolated,”
Fish said.

Results of water tests
conducted by an oniside labo-
tatory are due this week. The
tests wili be forwarded to the
Oregon Bealth Authority for
additioralreview. The system
hasbeen flushed, and ehlorine
levels are being maintained
thraughout, Schoolshave been

\ li)esiidenls are being asked
oboil waterasa b
Fish said. precavtion,
Water should be brought te
arolling boil for a full minute,
then allowed to cool before
use. Stoye the boiled water
in a clean container with a
cover. The sterilized water
should be used for drinking,
bruslsing teeth, washing pro-
duce, preparation of foed and
baby formuta, making ice and
cteaning food-contact areas.
In addition, bottled water is
available at City Hali,
“We wili inform you when

water,” Fish said. “We antic-
ipate resolving the problem
within 72 hours,”

Thecost of the repair job and
iesting was not immediately
availabie, though Fish esti-
mated it will be thousands of
dotlars. She didn’t know whe
‘\::Al:luldend up footing the final

il

Anyone with questions
can call Gold Hill City Hall at
541-855-1525.

— Reachveparter Ryan Pfeii
u£5_41-_776 ~44068 or rpfeil@
niaiilribure,com. Follow

(Circ. D. 14,100)
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'Boil water advisory lifted after water main repairs

NEIL ZAWICKI

City officiats lifted the
boil water advisory for
North Alpany at 9:15a.m.
Thursdzy. Deor hangets ad-
vising that the water is safe
to drink aze being delivered
this morning.

The advisory went into
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effect after 70 hoines in
North Albany wese with-
ont drinking water for about
two hours on Wednesday
morning after a contrac-
tor dainaged an eight-inch
main line related to the
Meadow Wood Drive water
Yine project near Crocker
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Repairs were completed
abont 13:15 a1, Wedsnesday,
and water lines in the afea
were flushed. .

General  information -
about boil-water adviso~
ries in Albany is available
on: page 7 of the City's

PIPES

From Page Al

2015 Water Quality Re-
port, httpsi/www.eliye-
falbany.net/images/sto~
ries/publicworks/water/
wqr/2615-albany-war.pdf

Contact reporier Meil Zawicki
at 543-812-6099 or neil.za-
wickichlee.net fr\
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the Health Authotity cautions
that water out of a tap can stiil
contain high levels of lead from

Cormnission might be delivering
water that started out Jead - free,

household pipes or other pipes
in the system. Medford’s water
youtinely passes water quality

¥O 'uola|puay

testsrequired by theEPA.
T

McMinnvilie News Register

McMinnville, OR
(Yamhit Co.)

(Cire. 2xW, 8,808)
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MEDFORD WATER
i

More

lead pipes
found, most
removed

&y Damian Mann
Mall Tibune  1a4-7

Medford Water Commission
crews have removed 15 lead
pipes cut of 21 foundsa far aftar
a cltywide search conducied
over the summet,

The conmission plans to
zemove the remaining bwolead
pipes after it makes arrange-
menls to dig up a portion of
busy Central Avenue near
joth Street, sald Ken Johnson,
ppezations maneger,

Uy have to dig up three
tyaffic lanes,” Johnson said.

To date, 264 meters have
beeninspected and witi require
more tesling to deiesmine
whether alead pipe known as
a pigtail might be connected
to the main waler line in the
street,

Atest hole hasbeen dug neas
Bt of the suspect meters, and 71
lead pigtails were found. At the
end of August, 13 lead pipeshad
been found and 47 test holes
had been excavaled.

Two of the pigtails were
jound while the Water Com-
mission was repeiving leaky
lines, Johnson said,

‘By the entd of the year, Water
Commission crews expeet
to conclude their searek for
remaining pigtails after 204
more test hotes are dug. John-
sonsaidhehopestohiavealithe
test holes dugby the endof the
year.

s\Werein the process of geb-
ting some temps and speeding
this process up,” he said.

The Water Comtnission has
found lead levels that surpass
the U.5. Environmental Pre-
tection Ageney action level of
15 pasts per billion in several
tests of tap water where lead
pigtails have ‘peen found, The
commisslan encourages resi-
dents torun the water fora few
sminutes before drinking it.

Water crews spent part of
the summat going streel by
sireet laoking at 4,770 melers
in glder neighborhoods in east
and west Medford jooking for
galvanized pipes on 1946-age
pipes ar older.

Wglpe still just finding pig-
Yails o1 1900 {0 1932 heuses,”
johnson said.

Since the Walter Commis -
sion board became awarecf the
presence of thelead pigtails. it
as offered to conduct water
tests at he customei’s tap la
determiiie whether lead levels
zre higher thar action Jevels
set by the U.S, Environmen-
tat Protection Ageney. Water
Cemmission offfclals say pre-
vieus tests on piglails showed
they could raise lead content
above thelevels set by the EPA,

According to the Oregon
tiealth Authorify, long-term
exposure to ¢rinking water
that has greater than 15 parts
per billion of lead can delay
children's physical ot mental
development, decrease 1Q fn
children, cause kidney prob-
1ems, increase blood pressure
and increase the risk of cancer.

Even though local water
agencies such as the Water

SEE PIPES, I?J

4a-7

— Reach reporter Damian Mann
at §41-776-4476 or dmann@
maiitribune.corn. Follow him on
s, witer. comrepar ferdnt.
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MEDFORD WATER
Hospital
finds lead

in water

outlets
Water at rxineZ v ‘/‘?

locaiions al
Providence exceeded
EPA lead levels

By Damian Mani
Mall Tribune

High levels of lead in
drinking water have been
discovered at nine locationsin
Providence Medford Medical
Center, including four sinks
in the BirthPlace area.

The hospital has taken the
tainted sinks, fixtures and
a water fountair out of ser-
vice while repairs are made,
according te jean Powell
Marks, spokeswoman for
Providence Health and
Services.

Tesling that beganin August
found lead that exceeded the
17.5. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency action Jevelof 15
parts pe billion in four sinks
21 the labor and delivery area,
two ulllity sinks in the emer-
gency department, and !h.rge
sinks and a drinking fountain
in rehabilitation services.

While testing for lead
in the rehabilitation area,
Providence workers found a
four-inch waterline that had
ruptured inside the building.
Once the line is repaired in
about two weeks, the water
will be refested. .

"We believe the rupture is
what caused the higl: level of
lead found in the rehab sinks
and drinking fountait:," Marks
said in an email, "Fke repairs
on that line begin or Monday
and are expected to take two
weeks."

An alternative source of
drinking water has been
provided while repairs are
underway,

The readings that
exceeded the EFA level ranged
from 15.6 ppb to mote than
300 ppb, but Marks said Prov-
idence believes the highest
readings were a result of the
ruptured waterline,

Marks said the lead con-
tamination doesn't appear
to be the result of ongoing
issues with Medford Water

SEE WATER, A2

WATER

From Fage Al

Commission lines.

v

"Wa are finding the fixtures
appear Lo be the problem, and
they are beleg replaced in any
sink that tests above the EPA
standard,” Masks said, "Once
repaired, the sink will be tested
again ke ensure the probiest is
Tesolved.”

The hospital is continuing
to test all waler fixtures and
will take any out of service for
repairs if they test above the
EPA standard, Marks said. To
date, the only drinking foun-
tain that has been taken out of
service is in 2he rehabilitation
center, she said.

Marks said the hospi-
tal began testing because of
safely concerns raised about
lead issues nationally, as well
as the Water Commission’s
efforts to remove lead pipes

from the system. The Water
Comtisson has located 21 lead
connectors, known as pigtails,
and is continuing to search for
more. As they are found, the
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" "jP's important to keep in mind that the EPA says
constiming water with elevated fead levels s rarely a

primary cause of a significant health risk o adulis.”

Jean Powel] Marks, spokeswoman far Providence Health and

Services

requiring testing of anyone as
aresult of the high lead read -
ings, because patients and
employees rarely use sinks to
get drinking water. Sinks are
mainly used for hand washing
and cleaning supplies, she said.

"It's imporiant to note that
the EPA says washing your
handsis safe even i water with
elevated Jead levels. Human
skin does not absorb lead in
water," Marks said.

Patients receive bottled
water as part of their food ser-
vice, she said,

Providence willcontinue to
test all water fixtures in the
hospital in the weeks ahead,
Marks said. The dietary and
cafetetia water supply hasbeen
tested as well, and the results
were below EPA limils.

"It's important to keep in

mind that the FPA ravs con-

health risk to adults,” she
said, "Our drinking water and
ice machines a? the nurses sta-
tions all ate fiftered — that is
the primary source of drink-
ing water for patients and
enmployees.™

Employees can contact
Providence's employee health
department te diseuss lead
testing. Also, discharged
patients with concerns abont
lead exposure cancontact pri-
mary care physicians, Marks

.

w

Asante spokeswoman
Lauren Van Sickle said Rogue
Regional Medical Center is
tested annually for fead end
biclogics, but the latest test
results were not immediately
available Friday.

— Reach veporter Damian
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o wrom

Parks & Rec

thrinking
water

&@a;@e%éﬂé

Y
‘ﬁ)ﬂy mine of the 60
drinking waler oul-
feis tesled through-
. oul parks and (aeili-
lies ity the Norih Clackamas
Parks & {tecreatinn Disirict
had icad levels below Envi-
rommentat Protection Agen-
cy standards, Claclkamas
County ofificisls annountced
last month,

Tested sites included wa-
ter {ountaing, kilchen sink
faucets and ice machines
and comprise zli patential
pelable- sources found at

tained sites.

“Clackamas Counly was
nol reguived to perform this
testing, sud we ltad no indi-
calion that apyliting was
srang,” said County Admin-
tsirator Don Krupp. “But we
fell thal, given the recent
1rews stories about fhis is-
sue, this was a pradent step
fe ensure the health and
salely of owr residents and
park users. We're pleased
with fhis outeoine.”

The single source that ex-
ceeded Uie BPA Itmit came
from a sink at {he Hood View
Park house, which is ot in
use as & waler source. That
hauge is primarily a siaff of-
fiee wilh Emiled pubtic use.
The source lested at 26 parts
per hittion {the EFA-set leve)
is 20 parts per billion}. While
thal. sonirce is being vetested,
iha atni already has heen de-
rommissloned and removed.

Waler samples were col-
leeted by parks district stafi
after being Lrained to do so.
The samples were then sent
to Weler Environmenl Ser-
viceg, the county department

See DIMHEING WATELL / Page A1
1
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MULLS
WATER
ISSUES

By MANDY FEDER-SAWYER
The Times l}' Lf' ’7

There was a sleady stream
of water conversation at the
Oct. 11 Beaverton City Coun-
cll meeting durlng a public
hearing to vecelve input re-
garding the withdrawal of
territory from the Tualatin
Valley Water Distrfet,

The TV currently pro-

within the city of Deaverton.
An intergovernmental agree- ¢
ment between the ¢ity and -

giseussions regarding a new
intergovernmental agreemcnt

The cily of Beaverton Is pre
pared to provide water service

TVWD.

Beaverton being isotated - we
need multiple water sources -
that ean help. Citizens have '
the right to get water ent ol'
thelr faucots,”

Beaverton City Council
Presideni Marc San Soucie’
said “One priorcily was for the
city of Beaverton to he o water '
provider. This is a plece of the '
wrban renewal puzzle.”

The crdinance io withdraw
an area of land from the

er annexation after notice and
hearing en the question of
whether withdrawal is in the
city’s hest interest.

.uses In the area’distussed.
With statewide pianning goals.

areq, The territory described

TVWD as of July 1, 2017,
‘The city and TVWD will be
| meeting in the coming months

WITH TYWD

was withdrawn from (he?

[~ ]

m TR &

o

i

'
)

vides waler to some areas -

TYWD defining their respec- *
tive water service boundailes -
expired 121 2012, Since then, {he -
city and TVWD have been in ™'

'

to areas served by the city, as -
well as the ones served by

Couneilor Betty Bode said -
she is “aot interested in’

boundaries of the TY WD spee- -
ifies ¢hat, whenever a part less *
than the entire area of a dis.*
triet becomes incorporated or
annexed to a city, the city may -
vause that pari to be with-1
drawn from the district at any ©
time afier such incorporation

b
y
i

. The cily of Beaverton has :
|\ long assumed the responsibili- %
ty o pian and Zone thie Tand "

§he eity has planned to provide !
all city urban services fo that ¥

"
a
s
4

to establish equitable terms of a

any required compensation
and divislon of assets. K

Medford, OR

{tackson Co.)

Mail Tribune
+ {Cir, D, 51,500)
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Boil notice isstued
for GoI‘c‘i ;Iill water

The mayor of Gold Rillis
advising residefis [0 Boll water
before drinking it in the wake
of several waterline breaks that
are belng repaired. Breaks were
reported In three pfaces about
1 p.m. Wednesday, according
o Mayer Jan Fisk, As of 5 p.m.
Wednesday, crews had repaired
ane broken pipe. Soime areas
experienced reduced water
pressure while crews worked on
the repairs, Fish safd. Drinking
water will be avaitable at Ciiy
Hall today, according to Fish.
She said she hopes the water
will be drinkable by Friday. The
wateris not chlorinated, and
tests to determine whether the
water |5 safe to drink take 24
hours. "They wili be chlorinat-
ing the system in the morming,”
fish said Wednesday.
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MEDFORD WATER
COMMISSION

Manager
forced out

After 28 years, Larry
Rains put on leave,
says he’s retiring

By Damian Mann
Mall Tribune  744.7

Embazttled Medford Water
Conmunission Manager Larry
Rains has besn placed on paid
administrative teave after
menths of controversy stem~
ming from the discovery oflead
in local drinking wates,

“T plan to resign at the end
of October,” said Rains, who
appeared stunned by the
developments that led o his
ouster followlng five execu-
tive sessicns held by the Water
Commission beard over ihe
last two months.

The board unanimously
approved paid adminislrative
leave effective Wednesday
afternoon for Rains through
the end of the month untii a
severance package deal can
be worked onl, Rains receives
$147,576 annaally plus
benefits.

“Thaak you very much for
your service to the Medford
Water Commission,” said
board membearLee Fortier.

The board appolnied Eric
johnson, principal engineer,
tobe interim manager.

Board members declined to
diseuss the issues thal trans-
pired or release details about
a severance package, though
Rains' coxntract indicates ke
could be entitled to up to one
year of pay.

"He's declded toretire effec-
tive the 31st,” board member
Bob Strasser said, *Anything
that is hinged on discussions
in the executive session, I'm
not going to talk about.”

Rains, whowasgettingready
to leave his office for the last
time Wednesday after 28 years
with the commission, declined
to be interviewed after the
meebing.

Rains’ decision to step down
came after the board learned
that lead pipes known as pig-
tzils were found in the water
system despite claims by Rains
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Haome had 190 times
more lead than allowed

By DamianMann 7347
1dall Tribune

T.ead levels 190 times higher
thanfederatstanderdshave been
discovered at ahouse onElillerest
Road in east Medferd.

The results, released by the
Medford Water Comzaission, are
part of the latest round oflesting
atresidences wherelead connec-
tozs known as pigtails have been
found.

The house on Hillerest
Road tested at 2,890 parts per
billiorief)ead Sept. 14, excecding
thefederalactionlevelof15 parts
per billion.

Meanwhile, at 2 house on
MNewtown Street in southwest
Medford, Jead fevels of 1,1topph
weredetected Sept. 13.

Sofar, the Water Commdssion
as foundzt{ead pigteils and has
removed 16

"The number of pigtails, while
not high, Is 8 concern,” Waler
Commissionboard member Bob

Strosser said, "I'he purpose of
this exercise is to find them and
fixtham."

‘The samples from the New-
town and Hillcrest homes were
taken after water had sat inside
the pipe for at leasl six hours.
Thehighreadings were from L he
sectionafpipe thatconfainedthe
lead, which1s typically near the
street.

Attworesidenceson Newtown
that are fed by the same service
lires, a sample of water col-
1zcied at the mater showed27.6
ppbofiead. Aflerthe pigtail was
removed, snbsequenttests at the
kitchentap showed even higher
levels of 55.5 and 317 pph. Water
Commissicn crews replaced
aeyators at taps, suspecting they
might be the source of fead.

Water GCommission
crewsoffered to checkall resi-
dences where plgtalls have been
found, but they conldn't {ake reli-
able tesls beeause of numerous

{eaks found. As part of the test-

ingprocess, watermust sitin the

pipesforaminimamofsixhours,

Also, many customers have
declined Lo have their water
tested or don't want follow-
wp tests to confirm lead levels
hava dropped below the federal
threshold.

"' theirright tesay they don't
want the testing," Strosser sald,
"We're standing there saying we
wanttohelp.*

During the testing, leaks have
beendiscoveredon the customer
side of themeteras weliasonthe
‘Water Commission side.

Tikerim Waler Commission
Manager Eric Johnson said the
waterlines are under pressure,
selt would badifficult for arganic
contamination of the water
supply from leaks.

"Aslonges the pressurels going
cne way, it's pushing everything
ont," he said.

Leaks tnder Jawns bypically
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/ CITY PAVES WAY FOR FIRMS

TO WORK ON PROJECTS

Fhe Partland City Council on Wednesday
voled on multiple construction-related agan-
¢a itemns. Two were passed by 3-0 votes:

participation by subcontractors and suppli-
ers is 20 percent of hard construction costs.
Landis & Landis has ideatified several cer-
(ihad firms to handle flagging, trucking and
concrete cuiting - for a value of $725,000,
I witf self-perfarm excavating, ciearing,
grubbing, traffic conrol, concrete, asphakt

{\ « The cily acee, i
Y pted a contiact with
Mctfien Jacobs Associates of Portland
Nyt 10 s@rve as ownar's representative for the
A\, coming Witfamette River Crossing project.
N Six proposals were receivad in April. Mol

ten iacobs was deemed by siaff o be have
the highest scorg,
The project is intended tn provide drink.
_ing water (o Portland west of the Wiifa;ﬂé%le.
including the downtown core, it the event of
& major earlhguake. The city's three exist-
ing crossings reportediy have a 48 percent
chance of taffing in a saismic event. Plans
for the new crossing call for il to lerminate
just north of Marquaim Bridge and amploy
horizontal directional drilling.
fdoiviilen Jacobs is nol a disadvantaged,
minority-owned, woman-owned or emerging
smail business, but it intends 1o direct 242
percent of #s contract amount {$957,000)
o DMWESB subconsultants,
* Also, the city accepted a bid by Landis
& Landis Construction o handie the up-
coming Terwilliger Boulevard sanhary sewer
extension services project. The firm's bid of
$34.4 million came in 9.5 percert lower than
the enginger's estimate, and beat six other
bids.

The city's aspirational goal for DMWESA

and concrele cutting. — Garvelt Andreivs

LEAD
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result in squishy soil that canbe
readily identified, Johnzon said,
Leaksin Water Commission lines
arerepairedasquickly as possible
afterthey'rediscovered, hesaid.

The lead pigtails have boen
found in waterlines that date
back to the early 1900s.

Water testing has been
conducied en only three
houses with pigtails. On
Qakdale Street, a walerline
that fed multiple residences
showed lead levels of 439 ppb
June 23, but the levels
dropped below Federat thresh-
olds after the pigtail was
removed,

Another test was conducted
Juna 29 at a vacant lat on West
Main Street where no pig-
tail was located. Lead levels
at the meter box registered
26.4 ppb.

Blood testing kas been
offered at residences where
plgtails have been found, but
to date none of the residents
have aceepted the affer. The
Water Cormission has agreed
to pay up io $250 for each
blood test.

Jaekson and Roosevelt ele-
mentary schools, as well as
Providence Medford Medi-
eal Center, have also found
high lead levels and flxtures
were remeved in those build-
ings that were suspected of
contributing te the contami-
nation. Some newer fancets

and fixtures have lead in them
that can ieach oat into the
water,

After the schools found ele-
vated lead {evels, the Water
Commission coliected 23 sam-~
ples from service lines, and the
resuils cama back well below
federal action leveis.

The Water Commission
has geared up for a cerresion
study that will determine how
much the pure water from 8ig
Butte Springs, which is the
valley's main water source,
teaches metais fron: pipes.
One of the goals of the study
will be to defermine what te
add to the water to prevent it
from leaching metals.

The Commission rec-
ommends all Medferd
homeoiwvners run their water
for 30 seconds to two
minutes before drink-
ing to flush pipes, or untii i€
runs cold, particularly after
the water has been in the
pipes for an extended
period,

For children, low levels of
lead exposure have been linked

to damage to the nervous
system, learning disabllities,
shorter stature, impaired
hearing and impaired forma-
tion and function of blood
eells.
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