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e “(The Forest Service)
lation said what they did

Continged from Bi v
Bend, OR If the 9th Circuit rules WQS a quahtattve
{Deschutes Co.) i against the city, i€s possi- climate change

Bend Bufletin ble the city would have to  analysis, and what we

agree to iale less water id is th tool
{Circ. W. 27,547) from the creels. sald is thore are 100ls

. LandWatch and Water-  OUI there developed

‘JAN -6 ZU“) Waich fl]f:!d a !mef with by the Unjversity of

the 9th Circuit in Decem- : -
Washington and othet

Alfen’s P.CB. £ ber. The city and [Forest .
en’s P.C.B. Tst, 1888 Service's 1esponses are places that provide

due Feb. 2, according to g hasis for doing a

Winters. Oral arguments PP .
e enceted 1o ocew  quantitative climate

[ A W
v 25 ES @EEE a sometime in the early Change analysis.
sEthEsEtgsoiy & et s g couid L /C1C past the stag
=2 28E B o
£8E5 5 S %-; ol R - - be muge anytime between ;. Wﬁefe_a qualitative .
LpagBN2eEat e = a 'month or. -year -after” Study is enough-We: =
EE ST EREL S 4 8 those arguments. need to take this
%"E SHle 20 alniEg g-&t” In an interview Tuesday, X ioush th
BIB g e L 8E ¥ g Dewey said of the medi- T10/€ seriously thean
el pBe S ny 8855 S ation, "Everybody was thal.
SwEJELGES —; B &8 negotiating in goed faith, .
SonabEhsEEEsE and it was a good effort, — Paul Deway, LandWatch
but unfortunately it didn’t executive director
“ e B worl out.”
g8 . *é B8 - HES B Winters agreed, adding
aED P Eﬁﬁﬁﬁg oz the city was “disappoinl-  Water is not yet flowing
<88, 80 SEEREE .28 ed” by the resutt. through the recenily com-
3 ~5H gg § 988 %ua g35<g The brief filed by liti- pleted pipe, bui the city is
E—SZ oL el EE & E”E © g%: gants argues the baseline trucking water to the piant,
3% iz 'g g"g o -‘?: 'g «© ;7“, S § = used by the Forest Service  giving 1s operalors a chance
EEooEESS SE-ERIS to evaluale what consti- to learn how the new facility
| EELgagn _g 2 5 ED‘E“ a3 tutes a healthy amount of operales. )
S5 285 fug R L= S water for fish is toc low. “Were doing this to worls
e *:-'u: ggsstel % é’ § é’ﬁﬂ Additionally, LandWatch out any kinks without the
=58 BEsmaPes B and WaterWateh argue risk of putting any contami-
= the agency’s investigation nation into the system,” said
N 5 ok R into the impacts of climate  Toia Hickmanu, who over-
8.8 S agE A e E 2Eo change on the creek was  sees the city’s department of
CAfEES ESEdst sl g & superticial. enginecring and infrastruc-
E g o % g s G H 8w B9 “(The Forest Service) tureplanping.
g2oal B EQ 5538 pm 3 said what they did was a While the water going
gnEgrEnd 5 Ee z §'5 58 qualitative ciimate change  through the pant is coming
gg 22 ,bc:ng ',% -5,53 = 'é& B analysis, and what we said ~ out of fauceis in Bend, it is
g5 fg g2 g Heda8 s ol is there are tools out there pretreated, meaning there’s
E BEESSe858 5a.2s 5 developed by the Universi-  no risk if the sysiem mal-
D @ ‘E' L s HSTOHE E o ty of Washington and oth- functions. However, the city
CEEREUERAwE an el er places that provide aba-  is able to measure how much
822485528 EEERET sis for doing a quantitative sediment is in the water once
= climate change analysis,” it leaves the plant, allowing

Dewey said. “We're past  cperators {o assess whether

| — v
<« w5 B 387 the stage where a qualita-  the plant’s membrane filters
.y — = = . * H . Ao
O g458g g b aéng I tive study is er_luugh. We are working. i
=23 8E20Sc5sRSE need to take this more se- The new plant was buiit
.= SdEgS8d ED‘; 2 riously than that.” ~ in response to stricter [eder-
o~ 3 ég‘a-g'ﬁ ¢ 825 Dewey said the court’s  al rules governing drinking
.5 B2 ,‘53“ %,5’%(‘3 § 58 ruling could set a prece- waler,in pall'tllcularareqmre-
WS on BOn=REadle dent for how thoroughly ment that cities take steps to
% W EE SESEEEay] elimate change is consid- remove  cryptosporidium,
= SEo P g!.a E EE ered for projects across a microorganism that can
A LT ESE8gesgq,, A the couniry, saying, cause gastrointestinal iiness.
22 § 2%558 g il g “We're in a peried of time Hiclkmiann said the plant
}Dﬂ' v with fairly dramatic signs  can  essentially be run
bm _% o0 \ of the changes.” through a laptop, but the city
’:le <} wd ©CAWLE Winters declined to. won't begin fully using the
= e £ g Ty outline the city’s defense, system until its operators feel
E-) = oE E g§ g E"E noting its response brief comfortable with it. Hick-
@ 1o 5 E KEA T ' o § has not yet been written. mann expects that to happen
w O Lapst 2 -SDC ] B To help with the case, the  within the next few months, -
£ = g BEEEE 8§55 city has hired At Ferlo, a  Reporter: 541-633-2166,
o @ B %’g Eé% SEn Washingion, D.C-based - teeds@hendbulleiincom .
v B JE o8B 828588 atiorney with a baclk /-'/ Lk 77
T = E3 SgH SH®a L ground in environmental [ ’
oS e 22 & 8.8 N taw who works for Perking -
e = & B g% gﬁ RN Coie, one of the nation’s

"\\ largest firms.

" The City Council re-
cently approved an ad-
ditional $150,000 for the
firny’s contract, upping the
contract fotal to $579,500. -

The instaiation of the
new pipe combined with
the treatment plant — the
construction of which di-
vided the City Council —
cost $70 million. :
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- Wast Linn, OR

o [Clackamas Co.)

| : West Linn Tidings
{Circ, W. 2,730)

JAN 14 2016

i UTe n's P‘Cﬂ Bst. 1'388‘

aboiit the whole

the whole thing,,
1ne Davis, 2 25-year T
ton Driv

This fail was particularly Hard ;e
rive, as the peighborhood pas! ed:
r i stricd

L ‘ SUBMITTED PHOTD
s of construction agreements from
d by LDT ~ working past nighttime
clént proteetions of neighboring. -
properties == has taken neighbors to the doors of ity
hall memeraiis times over the past two years. .-

needed {o carry water i ts destinations, right
d6wn the already narrow and sidewalicfree
éighborhood. Massive equipment lined the
rights-of-way niext t0 houses, grave} piles dotted:
he areas where kids normally walked to school
and steel plates lined theroad. = -~ "

for construction
neighborhood

i “My house has been shaking for three years

nd the constant stream of double dump trucks
and diese! funies...well, my guiet neighborhiood

- has begn seriously gompromised with the net ben-
efit questioniabte at best,” Jack Norby, a 18-year
Kenthrope Way esident, told the West Linn City
Councll this Falt. His appearance was 8 familiar
sight: neighbors coming to city halt with com-

" plaints of untenable living situations and viclation

of construction agreements.
. For all this disruption, dirt, noise and chaos the
city of West Linn received a $5 million payout

- from LOT, which is being used for i{s own water

system with 2 rebuild of the aging Bolton Reser-
voir. 7 . :

- The peighbors have received nothing from LOT
or their own city government, with the exception
_ of 32 homeowners who earlier sued o stop LOT
from using résidential land for its expansion and

. received settiements of $4,000 each.

“When they (dump trucks) come down the
street empty they pound and bang the whole way
and when they, are fall it’s more of a massive vi-
bration feeling. When they were pile-driving at
the plant, lights in the houses were swinging and
dishes were shaking in the cupboards,” says Sha-
non Vrpman, longtime Mapleton homeowner.
“The construction crane is right above my house
s0 anytime Tm in my yard I'm leoking right at the
operator and he's Jooking at me." When LOT an-
nounced earlier this year that the construction
project would tale Jonger than estimated, Vro- -
man fited & complaint to hold the company to its
contract but the city's legal advice was that the
docurnent’s wording regarding timeline was unen-
forceable. “In the end we weren't saying ‘Go away’
<o mtich as ‘Recopnizé the impact this has on our
Eves, our property’,” she adds. % just want to get

this thing over with.” ;

See BT / Page A2
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Wurmng)togalherﬂ ,f

i A project ofthis size is
boun'th havechallenges, ac
‘curdmg o LOT, but the orga
{pization'says it‘s gone out of
*its way to mitigate potentlal .
rproblems. Twice-monthly : -

tmeetirigs are held so residents ' ;

can talk with pmjent manag-
ers, contractors and LOT rep-

_resentatives. The organization

— ., Usesits web-

MOHE AT site, social
————— media and
To see more old-fashicaed
phetos of 1he deor knock-
LQT water plant ine to cown-
In West Unn and g
concaptual municate fre-
tmages of what  quently with .
itwill look fke  neighberhoad
when the woitis  residenis,
dane, go to . says Katy
wesulnmldmgs Fulton, LOT
cam ' spokesper-
sen,

“In terms of commuzication,
the Partnership has consis-
tently gone shove and beyond
what is required of us to Lielp
make sure the neighbors in
West Linn are asinformed as
possible aboui the praject,”
she stated in an email. The or-
ganization las also given
homeowners gift cerlificaies
for lucal businesses, ear wash
coupons and other perks to try
andl effsef the Hyability im-
pacts, Fulivh says.

LOT project manager Joel
Komarek points to the plant’s
history — constructed in 1568
in a semi-rural pocket of ther
unincorporated Clackamas
County — and says there
seems 1o have always been a
contingent of neighbors upset
sbouk its existence. As for up-
grades and expanslons over
the years, Komarek says that
LO'L was required to file facili-
ty plans with the city of West -
Linn, showing what the fujure’
was expecied to hold, so no
ane should be surprised by the
latest project.

The road o installation of
tiie new plant and pipeline has
been a roller coaster ride of
chatlenges and victories, LOT
owned four residential lots
surrotnding the old plant but
neighborhood covenant, condi-
tions and restrictions (CC&Rs)
prevenied industiial uses. The
organizaiion eventually used
eminent domaib rights to over-
ride the covenants. Then the
‘West Linn Planming Comninis-

alon denicd she expansion ap; . -

plication, but was wltimately
overruled by the West Linn
City Council when a new ap-

TRIHOS PROTDS: VERN UYETAKE

Longtire Mapleton Brive resldent Sharan Yroman has a home so close to lha plant constiuction its mulll-mry senstruction erans overlooks

het hackyard

plication was subiitted. A
lawsuit by soine homeowners
in the neighborhood protest-
ing the cniicent domain aciion
was settted out of couri.

The new plant is expected to
nearly dowble thie capacity of
Clackamas River water that
can be drawn and treated ev-
ary day. It wiil be seisimically
sound ang add ozone technolo-
gy to filier the water rather
than solely the chemically-
kased direct fiftration mefhod
currently used. Two wastewa-
ter lagouns will be repurpesed
as overflow basins but {he ma-
Jority of the plant — including
the 47-year-old administzation
building — will be brand new.

Deyll n the details

Before the project began In
earnest LOT developed 2
“Good Nelghbor Plan," based
on discussions with Robin-
wood residents and the city,
outlining rules for things like
hoursg of operaticn, where
equipnent would be placed,
safety precautions and other
livabilityjeonstruction con-
flicts. t's these rules that are
consistently broken by LOT’s
contraclors, some neighbors
say, with little support from
the city of West Linn until re-
cently.

“No one who should kave

When the constraction fs numpleted LOT fias agreed to landscape and [eave apen the area bordaring
Mapleton Brive (in front of the house (n top Jeft of phato) as a huffer far neighkars.

been paying attention both-
ered {o make 1€ (condifions of
approval) bulletproof for West
Linn,” suys Davis. “Once the
eity approved the project, city

_ staff just moved op....We've,

been operading [romm a posilion
of weakness ever since 1he
project was approved. A lot of

Mary's Woods Presents
Our 2nd Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Event

Satyrday, January 16, 2pm

{hings they said they'd do to
make it easler for the neigh-
barhood sort of disappeared.”
West Linn City Councilors
Jennl 'Tan and Brenda Perry -

. ~have been functicning as liai-
‘sons hebween the couneil and

neighbors for much of this
year, aftending mectings with
LOT and hearing concerns
fi'om neighbaors.

“You can took at diagrams
and maps hut unlil you're on-
site it's hard fo visualize (the
project’s Impact on the neigh-
borkood),” says Perry. “I share

thieir frustrations, hearing one
thing from LOT then finding
ont they've doue another.” Had
she been on couneil when the
project was presented she
would not Laye approved it,
Pelry says.

Yet, things are Tooking 2 bit
betier in recen{ months, Perry
and neighbors agree. The City
has been walching the project
more closely, talking with
neighbors and sitting down
with preject managers. After
Tatervin: City Manager Bon Ot-
terman arzived i August he

_ project early on.

~ “Prior to me I'don't knuw ex-
actly how it was handled but
we were geiting enough com-
plaints that they (LOT) now
have to come threngh me (to
request variances to the con-
struction agreement),” says
Otterman. “I dea’t want them.
thinking they ean do whatever
they want cutside the condi-
tions of approval with no rami-
fivations, I've made it abuz-

d;mﬂ{ PR —

ar la

them a1 share their

Tin mots frust_ratmns.

ingtohave NEATING ONE

the polico thing from
epart-

" ment issue 'i'm.,the“

cltgticgls.” ﬁlllldI!lg [:]Ut

n-an  they've done

LOT

Tesanta - another” Had

tivesware  ghg hean on

e CoUncil when

terw{!_rk i];— “ the project

Spe

spectionof - was presented

found sev- ﬁhﬂ would ll[.'lt[l

eral vioia- Ave approve!

tions of the  »

construc- ity (Brenda)

tionman- Pepry says.

planre-

quiremeats, including a failure
1o limit the length: of the con-
struetion zone, maintain cpen
streets after work kours and
maintaining the proper trench
surfacing. LOT was {cid thata
follow-up inspection that eve-
ning weuld be conducted to
ensure compllance.

While regidents are encour-
aged te see more advosacy
from city hal), they are still
locking at another 18 months
or 50 of construction before
they have Lieir neighborheod
back.

“We're pretty beaten down
ut this point,” says Vroman, “If
we didn't have each other we'd
be a mess, We just want our
lives back but we can't, It
won't let us.”

Davis worries that those
catside the neighborhood, peo-
ple who've never seen the dis-
ruption and impacts, have dis-
missed honeewners on Maple-
ton and Kenthorpe as NiMBY
(Not In My Backyard) “eryba-
bles.”

“Ldon't think we're heing
unreasomable,” says Vromai,
“We're educated, thoughtful
people just trying to protect
owr way of life, our property
and our neighboys who can’t
protect themseives.”

Perry, for one, feels certain
the tide has shifted.

“When the ciiy takes a
siand, {hings change,” says
Perry. “We get different re-
sults.”

Contact Leslie Pugmire Hole of

Hiole@pampiinmedia.com o 563-,
- 9 H v

8361281, ext. 103.¢ 3 | ﬂ/// 7
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Salem, OR
(Marion Co.)
Statesman Journal

(Circ. D. 33,147)
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Lead crisis

Continued from Page 1A

lead.

“Keizer has no prob-
lem at all,” Myers said.

In Oregon, 225 commu-
nities use surface water
SOUrCEs.

The state outlawed
lead solder in plumbing in
1985, However, homes
built before that still are
atrisk.

In 1991, EPA published
a regulation to control
lead and copper in drink-
ing water. It requires wa-
ter systems to monitor
drinking water at a frac-
tion of at-risk customers’
faps.

If lead concentrations
exceed 15 parts per billion
in more than 10 percent of
the taps sampled, the wa-
ter provider must take ac-
tion to control corrosion
in pipes, educate custom-
ers about steps they can
take to protect their
health, and may have to
replace lead service lines
under their control.

That's exactly what
happened in Salem in
2003,

The city had been samn-
pling water from the taps
of 147 homes built be-
tween 1983 and 1985, said
Lacey Goeres-Priest, Sa-
lem water quality and
treatment SuUpervisor.

“Tn 2003, we exceeded
the action level for lead,”
she said.

In response, the city
built a $700,000 addition
to its treatment plant on
the Santiam River to add
soda ash to the water, rais-
ing its pH level. It went
into operation in 2006.

Since then, the city has
not exceeded the EPA ac-
tion level of 10 percent of
taps tested exceeding 15
ppb of lead.

In 2011 and 2012, three
homes exceeded that lev-
el, with the highest com-
ing in at 40.1 ppb.

The most recent tap
samples, taken in 2013,
showed that only one Sa-

s

PHOTOS BY MOLLY J, SMITH / STATESMAN JOURNAL

Water Services Manager Dwayne Barnes shows some of the
soda ash that is added into the Salem water supply at the the
Geren Island Water Treatment Facility. The addition of soda
ash creates a caldum coating inside water fines to keep lead
from leaching into the water supply. :

Soda ash is stored in a large silo at the Geren Island Water

Treatment Facility, and is added into the city's water supply to

help prevent corrosion in pipes.

lem home out of 91 tested
exceeded 15 parts per bil-
lion of lead, at 29 pph.

The city is scheduled to
take samples again this
sumrer.

Salem also began ad-
vising customers, espe-
cially those in older
homes, to flush each of
their taps for up to two
minutes when water has
been sitting in the pipes
Tor six hours or more.

The homes tested are
just a fraction of all of the
homes in Salem that are
at-risk.

The city does not have
an estimate of the total
nuinber of homes it

serves that have lead in
their plumbing. Goeres-
Priest also was unable to
say whether any city-
owned service lines con-
tain lead solder.

Portland has struggled
with the same problem.

In 2014, the Portland
Water Bureau reported
that 13 out of 108 homes it
tested had water that ex-
ceeded 15 parts per billion
of lead,

Portland has previous-
ly exceeded the EPA's
lead and copper rule five
times, most recently in
2006,

In 1997, the city began
adding sodium hydroxide,

orlye, to the water toraise
its pH. The Portland Wa-
ter Bureau also funds edu-
cation, outreach and test-
ing for all sources of lead,
including lead paint, said
Jaymee Cuti, public infor-
mation officer for the Bu-
reau.

Across Oregon, 8% wa-
ter systems reported 118
violations of the EPA's
lead and copper rule in
2014, the most recent year
for which data is avail-
able.

OHA’s Modie said
Drinking Water Program
staffers could not imme-
diately determine which
systems those were, but
said all of the violations
were for failing to report
or late reporting of lead
testing results.

Across the state, 130
communities now treat
their water to make it less
corrosive.

Public health officials
say there is no safe level
for lead in water.

Exposure to lead can
cause health problems
ranging from stomach
distress to brain damage.
Children are especially
susceptible because their
bodies absorb metals at
higher rates than adults.

In Flint, officials ig-
nored complaints about
the water for months af-
ter the city began drawing
its water from the Flint
River, in April 2014, as a
cost-saving measure. The
water was not treated for
corrosion control.

Concerns were swept
under the rug until a pedi-
atrician documented high
iead levels in children’s
blood.

Flint reconnected to
Detroit’s water system in
October 2015, but by then
it was too late. Corrosicn
has flooded the water in-
frastructure with lead.
Replacing the water pipes
could cost as much as $1.5
billion, Flint Mayor Karen
Weaver said last week.

tloew@statesmanjour
nal.com, (503) 399-6779 or
follow at Twitter.com/Tra
cy_Loew 744~




Bend, OR
{Daschutes Co.}
Bend Bulletin
(Circ. W. 27,547}

smii 36 2016

Allen's P.C.B. Est. 1888

o :
Exception
for rural

Sewer exceplion decisicn nears |
Deschutes Counly commissioners wilk soon decido whether uninco- ¢
poraled arzas near La Ping should be allowed Lo have sgwer systems. -
State Tand use policies prohibil sewers outside cily limits. The option
is heing proposed fo address fulure groundwater concerns,

SEWers,

s

/
advances

By Ted Shorack
The Bulletin
Deschules Cotnty cont-
missioners began consider-
ing a proposal Wednesday
that would aliow sewersin
rural areas near La Pine
and Sunriver to address
potential groundwater con-
Lamination from: nitrates,
A final decision is expect-
ed next month, but county
commissioners expressed
support for the idea, which
is believed to be a solution
to lkeep groundwater clean
in the foreseeable future.
“We have (o prolect the
groundwater;” said Com-
missioner Tony DeBone.
“We do have good ground-
water in the
Ew“_]' raralsouth-
insiile ern Deschutes
*Seelbe County area,
proposetd Butwedo
exceplion  have high
areas, 05 groundwater
and highly
draining volcanie soils.”
About a dozen people at-
tended, but public comment
at this session was not
allowed.
Slate and federal offi-
cials studied the area in
the late 1980s and deter-
mined nitrate levels in
the groundwater could
~oventually exceed dricking
waler standards if leftun-
addressed. Nitrales arrive
inthe ground in wastewater
that has been treated and
discharged [rom septic
sysieims.

“lam convinced we have
a responsibilily to protect
the groundwaier because of
the unique circumstances
that are in this particuiar
area,” said Commissioner
‘Tammy Baney.

The upcorning deci-
sion has been part ofa
several-year process. The
eschutes County Com-
mission adepted & palicy
in 2008 requiring residents
inthe affected area to
eventually use alternative
treatmient systems, which
provide a more sophisticat-
ed fiftration of waslewater
before it is dispersed into
the ground. The rule was
overiurned by voters in
2009,

A citizen advisary com-
mittee organized by the
Department of Environ-
menial Quality begantore-
view other options in 2010.
The comimittes eventuatly
recommended sewers
instead of the alternative
syslemns.

County commissioners
will vote next month on an
ordinance that wil make
an exception jo the Goal 11
statewide ianf use palicy.

Sge Sewers /B5

[] Rura properties :

.7 that could be alloweld ~s)

Sumee: Deschntzs County

Sewers 2\

Continued from BJ

The goal prohibits local
governments from allow-
ing sewer systems in unin-
corparated areas. The point
is to prevent urban sprawl
and keep rural and urban
areas distinct,

The county, DEQ and the
state Department of Land
Conservation and Devel-
opment had to make a case
for the exception. The crux
of the argument centers
on whether it is aeeded 1o
prevent a “public health
hazard,”

Baney said she under-
stood why some residents
balked at the notion that
the groundwater is a haz-
ard pow but said the ox
ception IS ‘being proactive

to protect future drinking -

water.

Many residents who live
within the proposed excep-
tion area have criticized
the idea and fear the coun-
ty will eventually require
them to use a sewer syslem
instead of septic tanles,

The proposed exception
would not require property
owners with septic systems

to hook up to or creale sew-

to have sewer sysloms > Gusswaler 4=
T e Caleea Springs

Lo

- gt

-

Gieg Cross f Tha Butletin

er systems but provide it as an
option.

“It js not my wish as counly
goverament to come in and
say, Now you have to (use &)
sewer, now you have to use
this particular tool,” Baney
said Wednesday.

According 1o the county,
aboul 15,000 of the lots in the
southern parl of the coun-
ty were platted before land
use laws were enacted in the
1970s. About half of them have
been developed with septic
systems and fave drinking
waler weils.

An analysis of the area
found thal the water table can
be between 2 and 30 feet be-
low the ground surface.

County commissioners aiso

.expressed suppoit Wednes-
“day for continued moniloring
of the groundsater.

“We really want to know
what's going on and what
trends might be happening”
said DeBone. . Co

— Reporier: 541-617-7820,

ishorach@bendhnlietincpm
S
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Why. C?
Cottage Gr

has no lead service
water lines, though
some homes have

lead solder 1o join -

copper pipe_s-

BY RICHARD MEYERS
Cottnge Grove (i Manager

You have no doubt seen
and heard a great deal
of coverage in the news lately
concerning the water crisis
in Flint, Michigan caused
by lead in the water system.
Housing in Fliet is of an
age where there are numer-
ous service fines.that may
be made of lead. This was
done originally because lead
pipe is very Hexible and lasts
virtually forever. However,
there needs to be an active
corrosion  control  program
constanily in-place to keep
the lead from corroding and
mixing with the water.

In Cottage Grove, we have
no lead service lines. The

McMinnville, OR
{¥amhill Co.)

MeMinnville News Register
(Circ. 2xW, 8,808}

(e 5 2016
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Amlty council briefed on mfrastructure woes

By PAUL DAQUILANTE .
O}‘ the Newsgegister 744-7

AMITY - Public Works
Superintendent Mauw John-
son delivered an alarming
infrastructuze  report 1o
the Amity City Council
Wednesday night.

In  response,
Michael Cape issued a cail
for action, acknowledgmg
that the cliv's sewer and
water systems are in “bad
shape,” and require some
form of immediate atten-
tion,

“H's not because the sys-
tems have not heen taken
care of,” said Cape, who
wasn 't [aying any blame on
the Public Works Depart-
ment, “The systems are
old”

A majority of the water
pipes in the cily are more
than 50 years old, and sone
are thought to be about
85 years old, according
to Johnson's report. The
decades-old pipes aze made
of various materials,

“There js obd, britele, cast
iron pipe, asbestos pipe and
oven some pipe that [ was
iold by a previous public
works superintendent was
used for World War I1 battle
ship piping,” Johnson noted

Mayor”

in his report. “Some of the
piping is a theeat of cafu-
strophic failure.”

On the sewer side, almost
all of the collection system
is the original system dat-
ing back to the 1960s or
early 1970s, according to
Johnson

“Piping is degrading fast,
which allows Jarge amounts
of ramwater lo infiltrale
the system,” Johmson said.
“This causes the liftsta-
lions (there are three) lo
overfiow, subdivisions to
back up with sewage and
overloads the wastewater
treatment plant.”

Tohnson  stressed  {hat
major upgrades need to
happer in the immediate
future.

He said most streets in
the city are in severe condi-
tion and in need of repair. A
majority of the storm drain-
age system is in d:srepmr
Age andfor size of the pip-
ing, or no piping at all, are
the primary concemns,

“We need to come up
with solutions for these
problems,” Cape told the
council. "Malt is so frus-
trated. He doesn’t even
have a solution to these
problems. It's time for us to

Dnly threat to our cuslom-
ers from lead in the City’s
drinking waler is from older
brass plumbing fixtures and/
or faucets and also, from the
use of leaded solder that was

- used (o join together copper

pipes wilhin & home’s inter-
nal plumbing system. This
leaded solder threat is limited
to homes that were consiruct-
ed after 1982 and up 10 the
time when the Environmen-
tul Protection Agency (EPA)
outlawed the use of leaded
solder beginning in 1986,
Homes that were constructed
during this time period could
have leaded solder in the in-
ternal copper plumbing sys-
temn. Cottape Grove staif has
identified 25 homes within
the City that were built during
this time period and, several
others that were built around
this time period,

To control the possibility
of lead mixing with the wa-
fer, the water production staff
mainiaing an active corrosion
coatrol program, which keeps
the pH of the drinking water
above seven but below nine,

ttgge Grove is not like Flint

This keeps the water from
corroding lead from the fead-
ed solder and allowing it to

tion, water production staff
is required by BEPA to collect

a water sample from at least.

20 houses bullt during this
time period and {est for the
presence of lead and copper
in the water, currently every
three years. Homecowners are
instmcted and encouraged to
fun their water uatil it is very
cold before drinking or cook-
ing with the water. The prab-
lem with lead occurs when
water si(s in contact with the
leaded solder for loag periads
of time. In any circumstance,
it is generally a good praclice
before drinking or cooking
with the water for everyone to

run their water for 30 seconds -

10 onc minwe when the water
has been sitting in the pipes
for several hours and up to
two minutes if the water has
not been used for a few days
or more,

The City of Cottage Grove
also has a few older wa-
ter mains (dating from the

‘mix with the water, In addi- -

do something."

Staffing is a concern,
nccordmg t¢ Cape. Johason
is assisied by only two full-
lime employees.

“Sheridan has two fall-
time people who work at
the water treatment plant,”
Cape said. “Matt is there
two hours a day.”

Cape said Johnson has
reached out to fedezral and
state agencies for assis-
tance, The Oregon Health
Authority’s Drinking Water
Services Division was in
town this week to evaluate
fhe water system.

A representative  of
Gov. Kate Brown's office
s scheduled 10 wvisit with
Jolinson 1o discuss whether
any other state agencies
mlght be available Lo aid the
city in its effort to improve
the infrastructure.

“We truly can't put this
off any loager,” said Cape,
whoe scheduled a work-
shop for Saturday, Feb. 20
It address the mounling
ILSUCS

In other business:

®  Police Chief Dan
Brown will take three
months of medical leave, 50
the council approved hir-
ing a temperary parl-lime

officer while he is off duty.
The individual will work no
more than 80 hours a month
and be paid $15 an hour,

It's amticipated a reserve
officer will fifl the position.
James Clark is the depart-
ment’s other full-time officer,

W The council approved
spending $¢2,000 ¢ pur-
chase four highway entrance
sagns and also approved the
sign design. The city and
Eola-Amity AVA, which
encempasses a large number
of vineyards and wineries,
are partnexing on the project.

The total cost is $24,000,
and Amity's portion was part
of 2 Green 4 Growlh grant
caurtesy of Wasle Manage-
nent.

The sign reads “Welcome
To Amity - Gateway To The
Eola-Amity Hills,” which is
designated as an American
viticultural aren.

“The signs are great,”
Councilor Brandon Zipser
said, "They'rc going to be
nice.”

The council will meee

next in regular session at 7
p.m. Wednesday, March 2,

19405—19505) that have lead-
ed joints. However, the wa-

" ter moving in the mains does

not come in direct contact
with the leaded joints. These
leaded joints are replaced as

they are uncovered as part of

on-going maintenance and
replacement efforts.  The
City of Cottage Grove Water
Department takes the safety
of consumers' waler very se-
riously, Bach year, the City
publiskes a Consumer Confi-
dence Report that details the
operation of the water depart-
ment and lists test results for
known contaminants.

You can view the Consum-
er Confiderce Report on the
City’s web page at www.cot-
tagegrove.org or, call (541)
942-3349 and one will be
mailed to you. Another good
sousce of information for
water consumers can also be
foand at www.drinktap.org.

This article first-appeared
in the City of Cottage Grove's
Friday Update publication on
Jan, 289,

o
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CITY COUNCIL
MISLEADS NEWPORT
RESIDENTS

Attheurging of city of New-
paort employees, the Newport
City Council voted Monday
evening to mislead Newport
residents by veting to include
wording in the May baliot
measure on fluoridatien that
implementation would cost
an estimated $300,000 to be
paid from water rates, 744-7

Although the statement ap-
pears to be full disclosure, it is
in reality the opposite. Public
cormment pointed out that the
wording was unnecessary and

ees nor council members re-
spoaded by disclosing how
the project would be funded.
However, during a meeting
break, when asked directly,
the cily manager said the
money would come out of the
existing water services capital
fund improvement budget.
Based on that information,
taxpayers will not see & water
rate increase because of flno-
ridation. Why didn't the city
council tell Newport voters
that? Why can't city council be
trusted %o simply be straipht
with their constituents?
Bill wiist
Newport

prejudicial because the costs -

had already been paid for and
are available ia the city bud-
get. The commentator also
noted that voters will inter-
pret the wording to mean they
will see highier rates.

Neither the city employ-
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CITY COUNCIL

It

Fluoridation decision
headed to the voters

BY DANI FALMER
Of the News-Times 7447

NEWPORT — The New-
port City Coureil apain
adopted a fluoridation or-
dinance, along with a resolu-
tion on Monday, Feb. 1, that
will send the measureto vot-
ers in May.

Because the ordinance
wasn't read by title only be-
fore a roll call vote on Jan.
18, the council’s decision had
1o be ratified,

In deing so, eouneilors
made a few more changes,
including removal of the
recently added fucridation
recornmendation from the
American Water Works As-
sociation, and an amend-
ment that reads: “Funds
necessary for flucridation of
the city water supply shall be
paid as provided in the city
budget and consistent with
local budget laws”

“There has been signifi-
cant word smithing on these
documents,” said City Man-
éger Spencer Mebel, noting
the city has worked with
fluoridation opposition,
Clean Water Mewport, and
fluoridation supporters, now
calling themselves Healthy
Water Newport.

City Attorney Steve Rich
said failure to rectify the er-
Tor could've created @ prob-
lem. i

"We can cure that issme
now rather than deal with
some potential problem lat-
er,"he added. )

Alterations  were  also
made to the resolution, in-
cluding the removal of a eost
range and the line: “A sig-
nificant community savings
would result in a rednetion

of denta] care expenses” in
the fluoridation explanatory
statement.

The estimated cost of the
fluoridation proeess once
again became a heavily dis-
cussed topic among other
recccurring themes.

Lincoln County Public
Health Advisory Commit-
tee Chairman Gary Lahman
said he felt it was “appropri-
ate 10 use a range because
we don't know the costs,
and there are lots and lots of
viriables that have not been
addressed”

Lahman provided a range
of $228,000 to §$300,000
for flueridation implemen-
tation using a fictitious city
with 2 population of 15,000
people, and a Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion engineer’s estimates,

Public Works Director Tim
Gross said he felt rmore com-
fortable with an estimate
rather than a range, and
noted the citys $300,000
estimate is based on plants
“similar in nature.” Newpart,
he added, uses “significantly
more water” than cities of
similar size because of beer
production, fish plants, and
thousands of tourists,

The decision to leave the
$300,000 and estimated
$18,000 for annnal operat-
ing costs i the explanatory
statement and sumimary ap-
peased Clean Water New-

port. But members were
upset. by the decision te nse
the term “fluoridation prod-
uet’ rather than ‘flucridation
chemical!

Lahmagn, with Healthy
Water Mewport, ctaimed the
word ‘chemieal' is not neu-
tral language and carries a

negative connotation.

Rich suggested the coun-
cil go with ‘produet’ to avoid
“dispassionate  language.”
The statute on ballot titles
for local measures requires
a “concise and impartial
statement of not more than
175 words summarizing the
measure and its major ef-
fect”

Clean  Water Newport
supporters called the usage
of ‘product’ dishenest, and
clzimed the couneil had *let
people down” The words
and sighs of disagreement
drew the gavel,

“Obvicusly chemical is not
nentral given the response
from the avdience” said
Councilor Wendy Engler. *[
wish [ conld make everybody
happy. As someone who's
studied chemistyy, we're gl
Just made out of chemicals”

Rick North said Clean Wa-
ter Newport supporters were
upsat beczuse they want ac-
curacy.

“In the terms of chemi-
cal, that's what it (fluoride)
is; he said, adding people
should be able to determine
for themselves if chemiea) is
a positive or negative term.

Councilor David Allen
pointed out that there is
a reference to a chemical
room, where chemicals in~
cluding flueride are stored,
in the explanatory state-
ment.

Councilor Ralph Bushy
was again the lone dissent-
ing vote at the end of the
night

Contact reporter Dand
Falmer at 541-265-8571, ext.
217 or dpaimer@newport-

newstimes.conr
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Canlead
contamination
strike here? -
Unlikely

JAMES DAY

™ Corvallis Gazette-Times

1
|

.

m
r
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Residents of Flint, Michigan,
have been living with 3 horrific
water situation since April of
2014, when the city hooked up
its water systemto the Flint River,
The corrosive Flint River water
caused lead from aging pipes
to leach inte the water sapply,
causing extremely elevated lev-
els of lead.

InFlint, more than 5,000 chil-
drenhave beenexposed to drink-
ing water with high levels of lead
and they may experience a range

- ef serions health problemms, - -

Can this happen here? What
safeguards areinplacein Corval-
listopreventlead contaniination?

City Public Works Direc-

4™ tér Mary Steckel told the Ga-

zette-Times that there are no
lead water pipes in the city's
" distzibution system and that the

.. main way lead contamination

cowld exist would be in individ-
‘ual plumbing systerns older than
1987 - :
Here is a Qé&A on the subject
_with Steckel, with the answers
edited for clarity and length.
Question: Isthere potential for
lead in the eity's water system?
Answer: Both of our water
treatment plants treat iwrface
water. Lead i3 rarely found in
rivers, wells, or reservoirs. It has
never been detected in the Cor-
vallis water sources or distribu-
" tion system. There is a potential
forlead contamination once wa-
ter anters a customer’s plambing
system, Prior to 1987, lead solder
was used on copper piges (and
lead from such pipes can bleach
into the water).

Plagse spa _.mbquNNm A3

This method and people should be sure homes tested must have

the chances that lead will may not be effective in to use a certified labora-

Communities which have getintothe water. Thecity larger buildings with ex- tory.

Lead[
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Q- How often and how is  the latest round of testing

the water tested? What has in 2014 the i
A, Regulations require the regulations. More in-

e city to test for lead ev-

effective atleaching metals ery three years in homes

Q. What canraesidentsdo  such as Jead.

most likely to test posi- in the Consumer Confi-

tive forlead; if levels reach dence Report, mandated
g their the action level in 10% of by the EPA (see informa-

If people want to find

as proseribed by state reg~  idents should oaly drink been found}
A.If standing water isin out if lead is enterin,

thereisalsosome uvlatiens, working with a water from the cold water

A.Lead cancontaminate This significantly reduces minutes). -
on age, our malns are cast natural protection. Aslead sample of residents to test tap — hot water is more th

water throagh a fewroutes,
lead service pipes in their also does testing on the tensive plumbing systems.

There-are no lead water system are at risk if corro- waler distribution systern  Also, this is cne reasonres-
is exposed to oxygen, it water at the tap.

sion control is iradequate.

's distri-

bution system. Depending However,
adds soda ash to maintain hard substarce, and it can  te protect themselves?

optimal pH levels in wa- prevent water from corning

‘The water treatment plant forms lead oxide. Thisis a

iron, ductile iron, or PVC.

pipes in the eity

water from their pjambing homes sampled, water tionboxon Ai).

eral hours, some lead may fixtures or from lead sol-

Q. What has the city leachintothewater.Ifpeo~

tribution systemandhelps done to protect water us- ple are concerned about have their water tested for

ter leaving the treatment into contact with reactive contact with lead for sev-

Va4

Contact reporter James Day

Lead has never been atjim.day@gazettetimes,
water sources, The regu- low at Twitter.com/james-

, o1 they can  lations for the disiribution hday or gazettetimes.com/
system are that 90% of the  blogs/jim-day.

providers must begin extra

derintheir home, theyean treatment,

$20 and $100

lead in their plumbing or lead. Peoplecanpurchasea deiected in the city's raw com ar 54i-758-9542. Fol-
Q. Where might lead plants adjust the treatment Simply run the tap until have their water {ested by

the water feels noticeably a laboratory. Laboratory
colder (30 seconds to two  testing is more reliable,

A. Operators at Corval~ fixtures, an easy solutjon test kit that costs between
lis' two water freatment is to flush out the pipes.
mized corresion contyol.

contamination occur and process to achieve opti-
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on delivers safe, reliable water
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/ \ Health Warning for Arago
- ol : =
Y7 Drinking Water
Coos Health & Wellness js issuing a public kealth advi.
sory for Arago drinking water, Testing has shown the pres-
ence of E. coli bacteria in the shatlow ground water used by
some residents in the community. Lab results were con-
firmed on Tuesday February 2. Thisisa Ppublic health con-
cemm as the presence of the E. coli bacteria dicates that the
Walter may be contaminated with human or animal wastes.
Microbes in these wastes cap cause diarthes, cramps, nay-
sc2, headache or other symptoms.
Public Health officials advise continuons disinfaction is
a safe long-term approach for any resident using the shal.
low aguifer, Proper use of ozone, chlorine and some yltra.
violet lights are examples of disinfection that can make the
water safe from E. coli. A resident withaut a property
maintained disinfection system is advised to obtain bottled
water. Boiling water will alsa destrey E. coli, but because
boiling increases the concentration of nitrate, it should not
be used by pregnant women or i infant formulz as past test
results have shown high nitrate levels i the area ground
water.

Arago Is an unincorporated ares in Coos County be-
tween Coquille and Myrtle Point. The geology and flat ter-
Tain near the Coquille River provides a shaflow aquifer
shared by many residents using private wells. Contamnipa-
tion to such an aquifer can occur with increased nun-off fol-
lowing heavy rain or wheg home septic systems begome
immersed.

Water analyzed this week included raw water samples
collected from the Arago Community Church weil, Testing
the water before it has received any wreatment is & public
Waler system requirement to deternyine the tieed of disin-
fection, Although the church uses botiled water to assure
safety and aiso provides disinfecrion church leaders have
been anxious to assure community members were aware of

the E. coli found in the shared aquifer. !
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Lead not on tap for Medford’s water

Water sources and line upgrades make lead concentrations unlikely

By Tammy Asnicar  744-7
for the Mafl Tribune

A Flint, Michigan-sized
drinking water disaster in
the Rogue Valley is not likely,
aceording to the Medford
‘Water Commission.

Local water officials, how-
ever, are paying ¢lose attention
te what unfolded in Flint,
where an estimated 6,000 to
12,000 children were exposed
to Jead-laced water after the

city switched its water supply
source to the corrosive Flint
River. -

Lead is anaturally eceuyying
element that is rarely found in
water sources.

Mismanagement within
Flint's water treatment pro-
gram as well as an aging
infrastructare are blamed for
lead leaching from service
lines ranning hetween the
city’s water mains and- the
homes, and from sub -standard

plumbing inside the homes —
ultimately causing the tap
water to be contaminated with
high levels oflead, ;
Medford Water Commis-
sicnsupplies water from the
Big Butte Springs and Rogune

. River watersheds to Medford

residents as well as the cities
of Central Point, Eagle Point,
Jacksonville, Phoenix, Talent
and Ashlangd.

In the weeks since the
Flint catastrophe, MWC has

published 2 statement on its
wabsite and in the form of a
Guest Opinion in the Feb. 7
edition of the Majl Tribune,
reassuring its approximately
131,000 customers that the
Flint incident “is nnlikely to
‘happenhere becanse Medford's
drinking water comes from two
high quality sources that meet
or surpags federal and state
drinking water standards.”
The Oregon Department of
Human Services zlso notes

SEE WATER, AE

T,

WATER

Fram Page A1

“leadin drinking wateris nota
common sotwce oflead poison~
ing in Oregon.”

MWC was formed in 1926,
and in centrast to Flint's
waterutility, the local utility is
“unique in that, by ity charter,
‘we operate separately from the
city, which has allowed us to
focus on drinking water only,”
said Sara Bristol, MWC's publie
information officer,

MWC officials also con-
firmed that unlike many older
cities back East, lead service
Lnes ware not used axten-
sively within Medford's water
systern.

MW began upgrading its
infrastructure in theigzos,
and all known Iead service
lines within the system were
replaced more than 30 years
ago. In the veryrare cases that
lead lines are found, they're
remaved immediztely.

“Every once inawhile, alead
line is found,” said Bristol.
“Twro were found in the last
nine years, and they've since
beenremoved.”

Historical preservationist
George Kramer said that iron
pipes were commorly used
prior to World War IT,

However, lead solders com-
monly were used to connect
copper pipes or brass faucets
in homes built between 1970
and 1985, he szid.

Leadlevels in drinking water
arelikely tobe highest if a home
has fancets or fittings made of
brass, which contains seme
lead; the home has lead pipes;

or, the home has coppet pipes
with lead solder. Nearly all
homes built prior to the mid~
1980¢s still have lead solder
connecting copper pipes.

In cempliance with the U.5.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA} and the Oregon
Health Authority, MWC col-
lects samples and tests forlsad
every three years at 30 targeted
residential taps in homes built
between 1982 and 1986, ameng
the last to use copper pipes
with lead solder.

‘Theamount oflead datected
in Medford’s samples has
always fallen well below the
“action level” determined by
the EPA, Bristol said,

The EPA requires at Jeast oo
Dercent ofthe homes tested to
havelead levels of lags than 15
Darts per billion

“In 2013, the date of onr most
Tecent sampling, the goth per-
centile value for Medford was
1.4 parts per billion,” Bristol
said.

Other Rogue Valley munici-
pal water utilities conduct
similar tests. Smaller cities,
suchas GoldHill, Rogue River,
Jacksonville and Shady Cove
target 10 to 20 hares.

The results of the tests
are reparted to the public in
the MWC’s and other cities’
annual Water Quality Repoxt,
asrequired by the EPA.

Ensnring that the water
flowing from the household
tapislead-free, however, also
requires due diligence by the
Property owmner,

“While it is our policy to
replace leaded pipes when
they are located within our
system, property owners are

Tesponsible for maintaining
Plumbing fixtures from the
water meter to the tap,” Bris-
tol said.

Older homes may use lead
Pipes, which are generally 4
dull gray color and are very
soft, They can be identified
2asily by carefully scratehing
them with a key or coin. If the
pipe is made of lead, the area
scratched will turn z bright
silver color. ra4.7

—Reach Grarts Pass freelance
writer Tammy Asnicar at
temmyasnicar@g. con.

—_—
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Newport, OR
{Lincoln Co.}
Newport News Times
{Circ. 2xW, 7,011}

FEB L7 2015

Affen's P.C.B. Fsi. 1888 L

SALEM —
ov. Kate Brown an-
notneed last Wednes-
day the selection of a
new director for the
state’s economic development
agency Business Oregon.
Chiris Harder will begin work
as the agency's acting director on
March 22 accurding to a press re-

ff:;i Ez‘;zze BY HILLARY

Harder R R U D
will need
the Cregon
Senate fo
confirm him as Business Oregon's
permanent divectoz. Harder is the
business and industry division
manager for the Portland Devel-
opment Commission, which is the
city’s economic deveicpment
agency.

"I'm excited to bring Chris on
board to help continue Oregon’s
economic momentum,” Brown
said in a statement, “Chais’ lead-
ership experience will ensuye ihe
stale's economic development
strategy represeats and serves a
diverse array of business inter-

esls, urban and raral.”

Business Oregon has operated
without a permanent directar
since Sepiember, when direclor
Sean Robbins resigned to move
back to Wisconsin te be closer te
his family. Brown's jobs and eco-
nomic policy adviser, Vince Por-
ter, filled in as interim director
since then.

It took months for the gover-
nor's office to find an apphicant
who cowld gain the support of the
Business Oregon Commission
and, ultimately, the Oregon Sen-
ate. The governer’s office consid-
erad a fotal of 13 applicants for
the job, according to Chris Pair,
the governor's press secretary.

In the fall, Elisa Dezone was a
finalist for the job, as first repor(-
ed by Willamette Weels, Dozono
apparently dropped out of the ap-
plicant pool at some point after
she went thraugh interviews with
Business Oregon commissioners.

Dozone had stepped down in
June as chairwoman of the Ore-
gon Lottery Commission amid
coneerns about confliet of inter-
est, Dozone works at Milier Nash
Graham and Dunn, the fivm that

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

178 ABOUT 47
PERSONAL RIGHTS

i see the fluoride issue dif+
ferently than most, and I
don’t agree with Bill Wiist
(Feb 5 letter to the editor)
jn saying that the eity coun-
cil misleads anyone regard-
ing the cost. In fact, if they
didit state the cost, it would
be misleading. It matiers nol
what is in the budget, as that
money can either be saved

for another year or be used
for infrastructure, It does
matter that everyone knows
the cost whether in the bud-
get or not, I commend the
city eouncil for being henest
about it and being siraight
with their constituents.

My main issue is not is it
safe or net, but one of per-
sonal rights. If T live in New-
port, I should not be forced to
drink seme chemical I don't

want to drink regardless of the
unumber of peopte who say it is
safe. People who want fluride
can go buy it and ingest it in
their home through whatever
manner they want. In addi-
gon to not being forced to
drink it, one should not be
forced to pay for something
they don't want to drink. It
about personai rights.
Bob Folkers
Siletz

S

stied the Oregon Lottery on be-
half of a lottery retailer,

By ¥riday, the governor’s office
and Business Oregon Commis-
sion had narrowed the pool to the
latest two finalists who inter-
viewed with Brown, Harder and
Judy Peppler, a former president
of @west Coremunications in Ore-
gon and chair of the Poartland
Business Alliance. Pair said Pep-
pler withdrew her nane from
congsideration over the weekend.
“Chris (Harder) was the teading
candidate after the interviews,”
Pair sald.

The change in leadership
comes al a time Business Oregon
is poised to take on new responsi-
bilities. The agency is one of the
candidates to tale over the Ore-
gon Department of Energy's trou-
bied small scale energy loar pro-
gram and potentially aiher ener-
gv incentives.

In aletler to the state’s interim
chief operating officerr George
Naughton in early December,
Brown asked Naughton to create
a team o “immediaiely address
the issues of how to best transfer
the Small-Scale Energy Loan Pro-

Tuesday, February 18, 2016

re,

gram and energy incentives pro-
grazu (tax credits) away from the
Department of Energy (o one or
more appropriate state agencies
that have expertise in financial
transactions and instruments.”
Business Oregon and the Depart-
ment of Revenue oificials are
working with Naughton on how
to proceed.

Buasiness Qregon and tle gov-
ernor’s office wore unwilling to
provide much information about
the candidates until ¢his weck,
and the Pamplin Media Greup/EQ
Media Group Capital Bureau filed
a public records request Jan, 11
for communications between the
Business Oregon Commission
and staff regarding the recruit-
ment of & new director.

Business Oregon, which has
previously released public re-
cords free of charge, responded
that it would charge $160 to pro-

_vide a list of emaiis between stail

and the commission, with mast of
the cost — $143 — due to the
agency's insistence on having its
[awyer review the list. -

iborrud@eomediagroup.com.
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450 gallons of die
spill above

744-7

Tracy Loew
Statesman Journal

Oregon environmental regulators are working
to clean up a 450-gallon diesel spill above Detroit
Lake, Salem’s drinking water source.,

The spill came Trom a generator for an AT&T
communications tower located on Hall Ridge in
the Willamette National Forest, said Michael Ku-
cinski, cleanup and emergency response man-
ager for the state Department of Environmental
Quality.

DEQ is sampling water quality to see whether
the diesel is moving into streams lower on the
slopes. It will place monitoring stations in the
headwaters of Tumble creek, several unnamed
fributaries to Detroit Lake, and possibly in De-
troit Lake itself.

See DIESEL, Page 6A

¥

sel

etroit Lake

Crews clean up
a 450-galion
diasel spifl in
the Willamette
National Forest
above Detroit
Lake on
Monday. The
DEQ spill
response team
is in the process
of removing the
contaminated
soil and rock.
£HOTOS BY
DANIELLE
PETEASON/
STATESMAN
JOURNAL

Diesel

Continued from Page 1A

Initial lab reports
show there are no prob-
lems with any of the sur-
face waters so far, Ku-

cinski said.
_ “We don't believe it's
impacted any of the wa-

‘terways,” he said.

AT&T reported the
spill, caused by a mal-
functioning fuel system,
on Feb, 11. The company
hired a contractor to re-

move contaminated rocks
and soil. Cleanup was halt-
ed last week because of
heavy snow, but resumed
Monday,

City of Salem spokes-
man Mike Gotterba said
DEQ had not told the city
about the spill.

“We were not notified
and we're not planning to
do anything but our rou-
tine sampling,” Gotterba
said, 744-7

toew@statesmanjour-
nal.com, (503) 399-6779 or
Jollow at Twitter.com/Tra-
cy_Loew

v
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E5 SESZEBES8TEEsE an untreated water sample

waste and energy

discovered the soldering conld
‘The test showed the water
coming out of the faucets of all
31 of those Canby homes did
ot have any lead or copper
pement solations that
has 130-o1-80 water testing Ta-
cilitles throughoul the world,

contaminate drinking water at

the faacet.
levels above what is within ac-

ceplable limits, according to
Water Technologies, a design-

Utiiity by France-based Veolia
er of water,

used to join copper plumbing

to service connections (the
the resulls provided to Canby

der, which previously was
two-fvoi-leng pipes that con-
nect a home te the drinking
water supply) before i was

Tests show no significant lead

article) tests of Canby’s drink-
ing water supply find there is

not “any lead it our distribi-
tion system of any significanc

Canby’s drinklng water
{est resulis
Canby Utility periodically
samtples its water supply,

The last test of 31 Canby
homes was conducted in July
2015. Each of the homes tested mana,

and dor’t feel like there is any-
thing we need to do under the
was bujlt prior to 1985 — the

facts we have at this time.”
¢y’s so-called Lead and Copper

Rute (LCR), established in

bomes as part of the 1.S. Envi-
1991.

which comes from the Molatla
River, from actual conswmer
ronmental Pratection Agen-
vear the U.S. banned lead sol-

could have avoided that.

(that or those} wastewater eol- That's why we are confident

lection lines,”
The same is fime with Can-

by's drinking water supply —

Canby Ttifity is required to
“Flint was avoidable,” Mur-

The city of Canby is re-
quired by the Oregon Depart-
tesl for lead and submit those
resulis or a regular basis to
phy said. “They were not
properly freating the river wa-

the Oregoen Healih Autharity,
ter Lo industry standards so

ports of wastewater treatment
Murphy said.
that it is non-corrosive. They

sary-steps to repair or replace
discharge, Robinsch said,

ment of Environmental Quali-
ty (DEQ} to conduct regular
testing and to fle regular re-

e

“We use closed-clrouit tele-

Additionally, Canby City
vision te go inside the lines
lines we are out the very same

said the city does nol have any
sewer lines it is aware of that
hour working on a fix, seeing
what the abstruction is, or

General Manager Dan Murphy
are crumbling.

and our water is treated to be
said.

non-corrosive,” Canby Utility
and look,” Robinson said. “If
we do find a probiem in our
what he source of the prob-
lem is, and making the neces-

1
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(Continued from page 1}

Mike Greene, northwest
general manager of Veclia Wa-
ter Technologies, said pH bal-
ancing technology was in-
stalled ir Canby’s water sys-
tem in the early 1990, and that
test Tesults have been helow
the action Ievel for copper and

lead ever since to the point-. toward i

wheré Canby. Utility is on a re-

" .. duced monitoring frequency, .

"“By the Wi¥, I live in'a holise
just a few blocks from (Canby
City Hall) that was built in
1848, Greene said. “Some of
our plumbing has been redone
but I'm pretty sure there are
probably still some copper
pipes in there with the clder-
style scldered joints. I'm not
eongerned with (the water at)
my house. As long as the water
is not aggressive and it is pH
balanced you're not going to
have a problem. That was the
whole purpose of the lead and
copper rule.”

Murphy and Greene agreed
that there is no cause for alarm
in Canby, even for peeple who
live in homes built prior to
1985.

“If‘people start going in and
tearing out their plumbing and
replacing these fixtures that
bave lead, it makes their prob-
lem worse,” Murphy said. “It
mobilizes some of those parti-
cles into the water stream. It's
about the water mobilizing and
eroding that lead or copper in-
to the water stream. The point
Is that people are better off to
leave it alone and allow us ta
contimue checking their water
to make sure there are not con-
taminants in #.”

The taste of Cankby’s water

Utility’s 2,850 water customers
and eventually the foeus turns
0 the unpleagant taste and ac-
companying odor that has
been a nuisance the last two
years during late summer. The
taste and odor comes from sev-
eral sources — algae blooms

growing on the Molalla River
he-end of Augnst op:

ganic materials called methyl-
isoborneol and geosmin; re-
diced river flow fom dronght
and Jow snow levels; and ex-
cessive heat, Greene said,

“The point Is worth mention-
ing for sure,” Murphy said.
"This problem happsned be-
cause of low flow in the Molalla
River and drought conditions.
If we don't see that this year
we're not going to experience
that again, and we had uot
seen It for virtually 20 years, It
could go away on its own also.”

Greene agrees.

“We've been runuing that
plant under eeniract to the
Canby Utikity board since 2006
and there's only heen two
years where the taste and odor
problems occurred, and that
was when there was reduced
runeff, when the snow levels
were low,” he said. “There
were serious shortages last
suramer and those things have
an effect on taste and odor.”

Alr quality remains un-
known

In the wake of state regula-
tors revealing a toxic air pollu-
tion problem in some Portland
heighborhoods, the Canhy Her-
ald contacted the DEQ inquir-
ing about Canby’s air quality.

A DEQ spokesperson
emafled the Herald alink to the
agency’s online air quality in-

| WATER: Water quality tests
|show Canby water is good

city.” However, there are no
alr quality stations in all of
Clackamas County, according
te a map of all stations in Ore-
gon on the DEQ's website.

When asked for more infor-
mation as to why there are no
air quality stations in Clacka-
mas Coupty, the spokesperson
emailed 1o say it would he
‘some tima before the DEQ
could respond because the
agency Is “.. working 24/7 on
something else equally impor-
tant to your question and dead-
line driven,” referring to the
breaking news about Port-
Jand's toxic air, :

So, at Jeast for the time be-
ing, the exact quality of Can-
by’s air is not known.

As for the drinking water
supply, Murphy said Canby
Utility is doing all the right
things and is epen and ready
for serutiny at any time.

“I think it's important for the
Canby community to under-
stand that Canby Utility's op-
eration is not reactive, it's pro-
active, and the effort they un-
dertake on a day-to-day basis
to make sure safe, domestic
water is delivered to all of the
homes served in their system
resuits in a really good product
fo each resident,” Canby City
Administrator Rick Robinson
said.

For more information:

V.8, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s Q&A, “Actions
You Can Take to Reduce Lead
in Drinking Water:” http://na-
pis.epa.gev/Exe/ZyPDE.
cgi®Dockey=20001R4V.txt

Lead in Drinlting Water and
Plumbing Fact Sheet: hitps://
www.portlandoregon. gov/wa- _5

o

from a Monmouth well came
back positive for E.coli,

The Marion County well
has been used as a primary
source of water for Mon-
mouth since it was built in
1980 and has a leng history
of clean water samples, said
Russ Cooper, public works
director. :

But in Novernber of 2012,
the Willamette River was
near flood stage, allowing
river water to mix with the
aquifer around the city’s well,

In May 2014, as a result of
additional testing, it was de-
termined by the state that
the well is under the influ-
ence of surface water and
further steps are needed to
bring the well in compliance
with surface water oeatrnent
requirements, Cooper said,
An agreement between the
Oregon Health Authority
and the city of Monmouth
gutlines steps the city must

teke to be in compliance

with the rules. That agree-
ment was approved at the
Feb. 16 Monmouth councit
meeting.

Citizens should not worry,
Cooper said.

“Is Monumouth's drinking
water safe? Yes,” he said. “Do
I drink Monmouth’s water?
Yes. Does my family drink
Menmouth’s water? Yes. We
test 132 times a year. That
2012 E.coli sample was a raw
water sample, not a treated
water sample.”

5till, regulaticns from the
health authority require
more safeguards to prevent
Taw water frore getdng into
the system.

A couple of different op-
dons presented themselves,
bt did niot work as planned.
Digging up a new well was
Impractical, Cooper said.

Using an ulra violet disin-
fection was not feasible.

M2mRETH

ly drain the water fund’s re-
serve of 5900,000.

The city would consider
taking out a loan to cover the
costs of the filtration system,
City Manager Scott McClure
said, but it would be some-
thing the council could dis-
cuss at a later meeting. The
system would take a couple
years to get installed.

Just using the water fund's
reserve would leave it too
low — $200,000 — to fix any
emergencies in the water
systern that imay come up,
McClure said,

The city has been locking
at other sources of water,
such as the Willamette well
field, a joint project with the
city of Independence, Coop-
er said, bur thar is stll unde-
veloped.

Whatever road the council
takes, Monmouth residents
likely will see increases in
their water fees to help pay
for the filtration system, as
well as possible increases in
franchise fees to help covera
forecasted deficit In the
budget relating to increased
retirernent. costs for public
employees,

“another cost on the hoxi-
zon is public works” Mc-
Chue said. “We think it is
very understaffed right now
There are potentially new
positions in the works, which
also will mean a cost im-
pact ~ and a rate impact.”

The guestion remains
hew the council will preceed
with any rate adjustments,
McClure said.

“Do you start building to-
ward that, moving rates up
slowly?” he said. “Or the
other option is wait until we

A

Asmitch of the nationaf and  Administrator Rick Robinson

“While the air quality ques-

Canby water gual
holds up as the
regional media focuses on
crumbling municipal infra-
siructures, Eling, Michigan's
drinkiag water confamination
disaster, and recent revela-
tions of toxic air polluffon in
Pertland, it begs the question;
1s Canby exposed lo simifar

tioh remains unanswered for
now (more on that fater in this

Sz
-]
mm Talk The city was left with i
about Canby's water dex, which allows visitors to terfarticle/2¢4725 € city was lell with in- -
ﬂr M .W supply with many of Canby “seecurrent air quality in your i qw stalling a filzation system on  know what that cost is and
et 8 m,.m ~ Al the weil. It would cost about  possibly de a more signifi- !
r = 23 z — $700,000, which would near-  cant jummp.” N
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HEALTH CARE

Fluoride advocates, opponents make their arguments

BY DAN| PALMER
Of the News-Times
744-7

NIWPORT — Whether or
not to resurne fluoridation of
Newport’s water sapply is an
issue headed ta votets in May,
and one proponents and op-
pottents are still fighting pas-
sionately over months before
the clection.

Representatives frormn the
American Fluoridation Soci-
ety made their rounds in Lin-
coln County this month wiik
Healtly Water Newport's
Gary Lahman, Both groups
are in favor of adding fluoride
to the city's water supply.

Retired dentist Kurt Feiré,

who is with the American
Tluoridation  Society, has
been involved with fluorida-
tion palitics siace 1999,
During that time, Ferré
said he’s encountered mul-
tiple epponents who atilize

scare {acties — sometimes
misrepresentations —  to
make their atguments.

“One of the observations
that Pve made with fluori-
dation politics is number
one: it's much easier to scare
the public than to un-scare
them,” he said.

“And number two: the sup-
port for fluoridation is a mile
wide, but the passion runs an
inch deep, Whereas in the op-

position to flueridation, the
supportt is an inch wide, but
their passion rns to the cen-
ter of the universe”

Newport fluoridated its
water supply for 60 years and
stapped in 2005 because of
financial reasons.

Heaithy Waler Newport
and the American Fliorida-
tion Society are in favor of
fluoridation primarily for its
dental healih benefits. Multi-
ple studies show it can reduce
dental decay,

Rick Notth, whe led Port-
land’s campaign agaiast fluo-
ride and is assisting Clean
Water Newport with their
effort, argued the 25 percent

reduction of cavities with
fluoridated water really only
amounts te about half a cav-
ity less.

Tesaid he knows advocates
mean well, but that Clean
Water Newport aims for ae-
curacy. North, who worked
for the American Cancer Sp-
ciety for over 20 years, said
he’s conversed with doctors
he's met over the years when
selecting studies to review

Clean Water Newport ar-
gues that water fluoridation
can cause health problerns,
sach as kidney and bene dis-
eases, citing a National Acad-
emy of Science study that
found fluoride in high levels

can negatively impact health.

Newport officials have stat-
ed theyd follow safe fluori-
dation guidelines, but North
said the dosage is the concern,

Children and those who
are active, for example, drink
mere water, meaning they're
getting more fluoride, he
added.

“You can’t control the dose,
you can't controi the harm,
he said.

The Institute of Medicine
cstablished the daily upper
Hrit for fluoride intake at 10
milligrams. '

The American Fluaridation

FLOURIDE on Page A6

FLOURIDE

Coentinued from page 1

Society argues that the 0.7
parts per million, equaling
0.7 milligrams per liter, fits
welt within the avernge adult
consamption of up to three
liters per day.

Pr. Susan Andersen, & na-
turopathic doctor and chair
of Clean Water Newpon, said
fivoridated water in Newgort
could negatively impact bot-
tle-feeding babies, for exam-
ple, as studies in China have
tinked a lower IQ to high
fluoride intake,

The American Fluorida-
tion Society states the daily
limit is Jower for children un-
der 8 years of age “due to risk
of mild dental fluorosis dur-
ing teeth developing years”
Fluorosis can cause staining
of the teeth.

North said studies show
fluorosis affects wminorities
more prevalently, “So this is
a social justice issue in ad-
dition to everything else," he
said.

Dr. Chuck Haynie, with
the American Fluoridation
Society, also calied it a social
justice issue, staling the chil-
dren of low-inceme families
ofien suffer from a lack of
dental care when flnorida-
tion could petentially solve
the probles.

Clean Water Newport has
argued that fluoridation is
alsp an ethical issue. North
and Andersen said fluoride
can contain traces of arsenic
and lead.

Lahman, with Healthy
Water Newpoit, said minute

amouits of arsenic and lead
can be found even in the air,

Flueride is naturally found
in water, sometimes at high
levels in groundwater and
natural springs, according o
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Ferré said anything in ex-
cess can be bad — even wa-
ter, Drinking too much of it
during endurance sporis can
lead 10 hyponatremia, which
makes cells swell and can
cause mild 1o life-threatening
health problems, according
to the Mayo Clinic.

He pointed to a study that
ean be found through the Na-
tionat Center for Biotechnol-
ogy Information showing low
levels of fluoride can actually
reduce the risk of bone frac-
tures and have a positive ef-
fect on bone densily,

Haynie pointed to the Na-
lional Kidney Foundations
statement on fluoride. The
feundation hasn't issued spe-
cific recommendations be-
cause it says there is limited
information on the topic,

About 75 percent of US.
systems are {lucridated, ac-
cording to the CDC,

“The credible science is
overwhelming," said Haynie,
pointing to fluoride support
{rom over 100 organizalions
like the CDC and Ameriean
Academy of Pedialiies. Lin-
coln County Health and Hu-
man Services staffers have
lent their support to fluorida-
tion. “The reality is that fluo-
ride helps prevent cavilies”

During his time as & gen-
eral surgeon in Hood River,
Haynie witnessed a large

N

number of children come into
the emergency room “with
mouthiuls of rotten teeth”

He snid the difference in
dollars spent on emergency
dental care in non-fiueridat-
ed Hood River hasbeen ahout
$100,000 more at times than
fhuoridated The Dalles.

The annual operating cost
to fluoridate Newport's water
supply has been estimated at
$18,000 — money fluorida-
tion opporents say residents
skouldn't have to help pay.

“This is an enormous waste
of seney” said Narth, adding
much of the flucridated wa-
ter will go to toilets, showers,
and fish processing rather
than drinking.

Andersen added that its
also difficuit and expensive to
remove fluoride from the wa-
ter if it's not desired.

But proponents argue that
water fluoridation could save
tesidents money in the long-
term.

In 2014, Samaritan Health
Services reported 203 people
went to the emergency room
at Samaritan Pacific Commu-
nities Hospital in Newport
for non-traumatic  dental
pain, while 115 went to the
emergency room at Samari-
tan North Lincoln Hospital
in Fincoln City. The total
cost in Linceln County was
$109,710.

As a dentist, Ferré has seen
oral health sacrificed with age,
and a lack of money after re-
tirement. Some cof the most
commonly prescribed medi-
cations in the elder cormmuni-
ty cause dry mouth. Thioride
could serve as a substitute for
saliva that's good for washing
ithe mouth out, he added.

Ferré also noted he gave his
daughters fluoride supple-
ments daily while they were
growing up and they have
better ieeth than he does.

But Andersen said she be-
gan to have problems and
was diagnosed with hypothy-
roidism after she moved to
Newport — while it was still
being fluoridated.

“When youtook at it closely,
there’s no reason to do it (wa-
ter fluoridation},” she satd,

Andersen pointed to a Co-
chrane article that states
there’s little fresh evidence to
show fluaride prevents cavi-
ties in ndults, Coclirane is a
global network of researchers
and professionals whe work
together to produce health
information,

But the Amcitican Fluo-
ridation  Sociely also cites
the article, The same article
stales water fluoridation is
effective at reducing tooth
decay in children.

At the end of the day, it's up
to Newpost voters to seek in-
formation and make their de-
cision. The fluoridation issue
will be on the May 17 ballot.

744-7

Contact reporter Dani
Palmier at 541-265-8571, ext.
217 or dpalmer@mnewport-
newstimes.com
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By Tyler Leeds v i 5ﬂ%\%\
The Bullatin

Alegal challenge to the city
of Bend's Bridge Creek drink.
Ing waver project s slowly
winding its way through the
9th Cireuit Court of Appeals
— abody one leve] below the
Supreme Court —with the
city and 1.5, Forest Service
filing briefs late last month.

Central Oregon LandWartch
and Wateratch of Oregon
sued the Forest Service in
2013, arguing the agency
hadn't done enough o inves-

ridge Creek lawsuit movin
the 9th Circuit Court

/
! profect would have an fish

before granting the city a per-
mit, The city’s vg_,mﬂw_ﬁmﬂmn
replacing an aging Pipethat
diverts drinking water from
Bridge Creek, a springfed
tributary of Tumala Creel
located in the focthills of the
Cascades. Tn Decarnber 2014,
all5. District Court judge
ruled in favor of the Forest
Service and city, declaring the
environmental analvsis was
lawrfiul. After that ruling, the
iitigants appealed to the San

tigate whart impacts the city's  Courtof Appeals,

Francisco-based Sth Cireuit

Lawgsuit
uo:m::_mn from B

On ._.\:mmamu«. the state of Or-
:gon filed an amicus brief in
upport of the city and Forest
iervice. Another amicas brief
upparting the city and For-
st Service was filed on the
ame day by the Oregon Wa-
r Utilities Council, League
£ Oregan Cities, Special Dis-
tels Assoeiation of Oregon
ad Oregon Water Resources
ongress. An amicus brief is
ledty & party not divectly in-
slved in & case at the disere-
a1 of the court.

“Even though the infra-
ructure has been built, we
main concerned about the
nourt of water that will be
verted from Twmnale Creek
id Paul Dewey, executive
rector of LandWatch, “The
wcision was made based
ound what the city needed,
t what the creek needed,
d that's what the case is
out.”
The city has agreed to cap
2 amount of water it will gi-

vert at 18.2 cubic feet per sec-
ond, the same level diverted
by the old pipe, The city’s new
systerm also has the ability to
take less water when demand
is low, something the old sye-
tern could not do.

City Attorney Mary Win-
ters wrote fn an email the
city's new pipe allows the city
fe "reduce environmental im.
pacts and watey waste,”

“We remain perplexed that

the plaintiffs continue Itigat-
ing when a better path would
be ta work together as a con-
mtmity and with other corn-
mitted organizations to solve
basin-wide ferues relatad to
ground water and surface
water use, conservaticn and
helping secure funding for
irrigation district piping prod-
ects,” she continued,
. Winters said oral argp-
iments are expected to be cop-
ducted in the early summer,
with a ruling coming “three
to 12 months later, or even
longer”

Installation of the pipe was
completed jast N ovember,
according to the city. The city
spent $70 million on the pipe
and a new treatment plant, lo-
cated near HcEmHo Falls, 1o re-
varnp the city’s water system.

LandWatch and Water-
Watch filed their brief with
the court in December, The
city andthe Forest Service,
represented by U.S. Assistant
Aftorney General John Crud-
en, filed their respective briefs
late last month. Thellitigams
hiave until March 2o reply.

See Lawsuit / B5

Bend, OR
{Deschutes Co.)
Bend Bulletin
{Circ. W. 27,547)
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_ Aflen’s P.CB. Tst. 1888

Astoria, OR
(Clatsop nmun
Dail o
6.:.,. D. 8,421)

SAllen’s p-C.8 E 1958

Astoria
sidesteps
fluoride
debate

City Council 7447
splits 3-2 against
fall ballot measure

By DERRICK DePLEDGE
The Daily Astorien

Sidestepping 2 fractions election-year
debate, the Astoria City Cowmeil narrowly
voted Monday night not 10 andenake a bal-
lot question er fluoride I the eity’s drink-
ing water.

Voers in 1952 authorized the city to add
fluoride to the water supply and reaffirmed
the decision in 1956.

The Centers for Disease Control ané Pre-
vention has praised community waler fuori-
dation, which can help reduce tooth decay,
as anong the 10 great public health achieve-
ments of the 20th century.

Yet water fluoridation remains an emo-
tional. polarizing subject. The Oregon Health
Authority repons thar less than a quarter of
state residents have flueride in thejr drink-
ing water, Yorers in Porttand, the state’s largs
est city, overruled city leaders and voted to
reject fluoride in 2013, the fourth time since
1956,

See FLUORIDE, Page MQ

wlhe Red Maching

water, chinchitla herds dying,

dwarfs
infiltrates the Staic Board of

ships refising to lake on
Health to allow Stalin Soup

Once flueride was added

to the water supply in 1953,
Cock wrote, “citizens stacied  and Lenin Likker”

tory with fluoride afier the Poxt-

memo o1 Astoria’s colorful his-
land vete,

Herdg proposed that city

want {o vote on i, they’re going
siall draft  baliot question on

to need to come forward and be
a litile bit more vocal about i.”

“Thal bolhers me that we
say we're too busy 1o ask the

10 clioice over, utless we say  Auordde and said “If people do
public if they want lo have what

we can pul a seferendum on the
ballo saying whether you wani

Astoria has a colorful history with the additive

debate over fluoride would be

time consuming and divisive.

“1 just don’t ink it’s ke
time to bring it up,” LaMear fluoride.

said, “There may comg a fimg,

Zelty Nemlow-

iast Augusl, Astoria City

Couneilor
cil discuss putting the issue on Bt I don’t trink it's this e

the ballot. But the idea did not

ili suggested the City Coun-
surface again publicly i

Fluoride

Continued from Page 1A

Despite (he vitriod, volers
approved fluoride in 1956 by a

wider mangin than be criginal
1952 vole. T44-T

Tevolt

some people consider 2 poison  bul his motion [ailed on a 3-2  mumots

it the drinking water or zot.”
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acknowledged

Warr said he is “filing o
see a public oulery for some-

Nemiowill

thing kike that. And, we’re busy,
if tlie public ism’t asking for it,
why should we stir the pot?™

there is no public oulery over
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has

City Council
already agreed to place a local

The

City Councilor Drew Herzig (e ballof queslions up for a

brought it up Monday niglt as
one of several possible ballat

questions for Naveinber.
fax o recreational marjussa

before volers.

“Something as findamental
as whal you put into your body

to be a democracy,” Heslg
said. *"That we're just too busy
to ask the public — the citizens
on a daily basis, that you have

hearing thai we don’t have time
— 0 valc on issues.

ime consnming,
divisive
Mayor Atline LaMear and
Councilors Cindy Price and
Russ Warr said the city is work-
ing through several sipuifi-
cant issues and predicled hal a

T
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WATER PROVIDERS FLAGGED
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in 15 Oregon count

744.7

Salem, OR
(Marien Co.)

Statesman Journal
(Circ. D. 33,147)

46 systems

Allen's P.C. 8. Fst. 1888

LEAD EXCEEDANCES

> Water

Here are the Dregon water
Conlinved from Paga 14 systems that were required to

take action to address excessive
alproblemsinchitdren.  amounts of lead in customers'
In Ozegon, If tests ‘9P walerbetween 2012 and
fing lead aver the EPA 2015, afong with the number
sction level of 15 pargs  Ofcustomersserved.
per billion, the state  BENTON COUNTY
makes sure the water  City of Monroe: 650
:::g};é:é;m nctlafrllﬁs ;gs Corvalils Waldorf Schook 80
quires the supplier o CHACKAMAS COUNTY
comeup withasolution ~ Clackamas River Water,
to lower lead levels o Claftmont service area: 15,371
below regulatory Iim-  Lake Grove Water District,
its, said Jonathan Mg  Lake Oswego:3,100
die, spokesman for the ~ Rural Dell Elementary
Oregon Public Health  5eheo) Molalta River School
Division. Dlstrict: 230
But some systems Skyvlew Acras Water Co-op,
have struggied for Sandp200
years, West LinnWilsanville
Portland, for exam-  Scheo! District: 50
ple, has exceeded the  CLATSOP COUNTY
f:ﬂg&:l%orén ésve:’ls Egl{ :ernhill Community Water
5 e, Astoria: 300
back a5 1992, Tn 1967,
the city began adding COLUMBIA COUNTY
lyetothe water toraise ~ ST@PPOOSe Adventist
its pH. Soft water can  Schaoli&5
leach lea.d from pipes. DOUGLAS COUNTY
The city of Portland ity of brain: 4,151
alsohasinvestedheavi-  Diamond Lake Lodge/Ra:
ly in education, out-  sart:180
reachand testing forall 1.5, Forest Service Tiller
;;nul]'c:ecsl of fead, includ-  Ranger Station: 34
ing lead paint, Portland
Water Bureau spokes.  JACKSON COUNTY
woman Jaymee Cuti l;;gue River Campground:
said.

10

i
1
1el
i
L
!

&
:
s
a
2
<
"]
=

ly, almost 20 percent of water systemns that reported high levels of lead

A closer lock at the problem of lead in school drinking water. National-
came from samples at schools and day care centers,

Fourth grader Ava Halverson drinks the last of a water bottle in her

dassroom at Valley inquiry Charter School in Salem on Wednesday.
contamination since 2011, and students and staff have been drinking

USA Teday investigation finds high lead levels in 2,000 water systems
across the United States. Page 1B

COMING SUNDAY

Many empty bottles sit next to the classroom sink, waiting to be
recyded. The school has struggled with lead and copper

battled water since March 2015.

MOLLY J. SMITH / STATESMAN JOURNAL
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5 A - S Salem's Valley In-  LANE COUNTY
g E g.g :t‘..ﬁ gi_'l o) E a S'E quiry Charter School  Pisgah Public Market, Pieas-
g&c8 et £t ERA=RS) g &g has reated the former  ant Ml 200
8 aH © M e Rebd = Hazel Greer Elemen.  Row River Valley Water
ERa89 ElEw EHe S'g tary from Salem-Keiz-  pistrict, Dorena; 150
L] a8 5.8 Eﬁ £ w -@-g er Public Schools since  Emorald Christian Asaderny,
: %E E 3 3'0 By mg 5 Ee fauAnfr;mﬁ. ) Pleasant Hill: 13¢
g8 =N . er the water was
E &E hﬂﬁ EE% mo w 8 flagged for leadin 2011,  LINCORN counTy
mu P H X En 3 . SE g,u the district replace Fddyville Charter School:
g Ldag & g_g;;g BEE o8 plumbing lines with 209
) o copper anes, distri *
5 28 gp a B P o sE 85 opp . distriet :.;gwersuetzwuarsytam'
B8pla = E g LT Spepesman Jay Remy o wood Vitlage: 120
© s,crgﬂ ,g(i gg E 3 g Qa, g n 2014, after the  FAlmon River RV Park, Otis:
o E'U o BELE 8_5 LBE W school again exceeded 4%
& g E Fa¥efEniaios B regulatory levels for  LINN COUNTY
o & 858828 &g 5 5 & lead. the district re-  City of Harrishurg: 3,630
& &2 by g S g B 208 g 0 placed ali the fixtures,  Lebanon High School’s Land
mz,gm%ﬁ..‘ Qbm:au_‘:’g ey F—" such as faucets an Lab: 75
" g - E : [FE=R=l] g =T drinking  fountains,  Periwinkde Mabile Hare
AR PE X EEPERPE LD ML, A
S5 o w b g = E § o '5—3’ '5 = wr g 3 2015 were: within ;:zgu- :g:drio H:ads-taﬂsunnysme
: HEAE #5589%84 3 & e bk Wat

ﬁ[gotfﬁ;;;;s'l sb:tp?:;' g:ayne Buck Water System:
em,

Too much copper MALHEUR COUNTY
can alse canse heath  VViltowersek Elementary
problems,  including Schoal, Vale School District: 8¢
kidney disease. So, this ~ MARION COUNTY
summer, the new caop- Valley inquiry Charter
per pipes will be re-  School, Satem-Kelzer Public
placed with PEX poly-  schools: 188
ethylene tubing.

Principal  Manset MULTNOMAH COUNTY
Palacio sald parents are Portland Water Bureau:
concerned, but the 283000
school district’s re. ity of Greshann 66,000

sponse hzs been excel.  Nockwood PUR: 61,087
lé’nt excel Pleasant Home Water Dis-

the past four years,

U.S Environmental Protection Agency da-

The school is among 46 public water
systems in 15 Oregon countjes that have

exceeded regulatory Lmits for lead in
uring

Students and staff at Salem’s Valley In-
quiry Charter School have been drinking
bottied water for the past year, after high

In Oregon, water systerns flagged for
lead range from the tiny Rogue River
Campground in Jackson County, with 25
customers, to the Portland Water Bureau,

levels of first lead, then copper, were

=
8
g >
= “Forus, it's just b trict, Gresham: 1,510
& S a wnor  eonee  Palatine Hill Water Disteict
- 8 z nience,” he said, 1,500 N
g o =1 Abcut {wo-thirds of  valtay View Water bistrict:
2 s g = . Orepon's flagged sys. M
g a E b o tems mect the EPA's Rurlington Water Dlstrict:
o E 5 E % definition of being 340
a‘ £ 2 “very small,” meaning Lortia Porttand Water LLC:
g8 5 . %] they have 560 custom- 00
2 g & 8 ersorfewor, Anctherts  Hall of Fame Test System: 75

percent are “small”  TILLAMOOK COUNTY
serving between 501 Pacific Gity Joint Water
ané 3,300 people. Only Sanitary Autharity: 1,000
two systems - the Pori-  Watseco-Barvlew Water
land Water Burean and  Disteict: 204

Tualatin Valley Waler  Tierra Del Mor Water Com-
Ezslr;stﬂaaserve more  pany, Cloverdale: 150

an
For ;hm:g;g:;ﬁ' UMATILLA COUNTY

viders, onty asmall per Locust Mohife vitlage: 60
centage of taps wil WASHINGTON COUNTY
have lead problems. Tualatin Valley Water Dis-
They are likely to be  trict: 206,600

older homes, built be- City of Tigard: 26,879

fore 1986, with leadser-  City of Tualatin: 26,379
vice lines, pipes, fit- West Slape Water District;
tings or {ixtures. 11,060

. Hoew@statesman Raleigh Water District: 4,500
Journat.com, (503) 389-  Gold Springs Water Compa-
6779 or follow at Twil  nyz100 744.7
ter.conviracy Loew
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Lead

Continued from Page 1;\‘

ed. Instead, cities and other providers
conduct their own testing, most often at
residences.

High lead levels were identified in
2011 and 2014 at Valley Inquiry Charter
School, in the Salem-Keizer School Dis-
trict. The schoof, in the former Hazel
Green Elementary building, is on a well.

But most of the district’s schools are

on city water.

None of those schools have been test-
ed for lead, spokesman Jay Remy said.

Nor has the district conducted a sur-
vey or inventory of lead or galvanized
pipes, fittings and fixtures at schools.

That's because the pH of the waterin
Salem and Keizer is at a level that tends
not to leach fead from plumbing, Remy
said. .

Salem began treating its water to
raise its pH in 2006, after high lead levels
were found in some customers’ taps.
Keizer's water is naturally hard.

“We are allowed to have lead in our
fixtures and pipes at all of the schools on
city water,” Remy said, “because thereis
not a safety issue there.”

That’s not the case, though, i other
cities that supply water to schools.

-High lead levels have beenidentified
atthe taps of some customers of the Port-
land Water Bureau, Tualatin Valley Wa-
ter District, City of Gresham, City of Ti-
gard and City of Tualatin.

iAt Salem’s Valley Inquiry Charter
Schoo), children and staff are drinking
bottled water until a pipe replacement
project scheduled for this summer is
complete,

Other schools also have been quick to
shut off taps and make repairs.

At Kidco Head Start Sunnyside, high
lead levels first were detected in Sep-
tember 2013

“We notified parents immediately,”
Kidco executive director Stephany
Kochne said. “We supplied bottled water
there and started looking into what was
causing it.”

The problem was traced to one sink,
which was shut off, she said, The district
bought a self-contained sink unit for
handwashing and brushing teeth until
pipes could be replaced.

Water from another sink later was

found to have elevated lead levels, Pipes-

to that sink will be replaced next week,
Koehne said.

At Molalla's Rural Dell Elementary,
high lead levels were found in 2011, and
continued through 2013.

“Not only did we stop using the well
water, we dispensed bottled water and
provided sanitizing gel stations for hand-
washing,” said "Tony Mann, Molalla Riv-
er School District superintendent.

The district since has installed a sys-
tem to treat the well water for pH before

‘it/nters the building, he said.

PRCTOS BY MOLLY & SMSTH / STATESMAN JOURNAL

Empty water botties waiting to he recycled line the counter behind fourth grader Patrick Garcia at Vallay Ingquiry Charter School in Salem on
Wednesday. The school district started providing the charter school with hottled water in March 2015.

We are fully aware of the
health visks of lead and
we're not allowing the children to
drink that water.”

PETER ZAREMBA
Corvallis Watdorf School director

Eddyville Charter School, in Lincoln
County, had high lead levels in 2013 and
2014. It hired Culligan Water Systems to
install and monitor a treatment system
that removes lead from water, business
manager Ann Cook said.

But fixing the problem isn't always
easy.

At Corvallis' Fairplay Elementary
School, high lead levels were reported as
early as 1593.

In 2010, lead levels at the school
reached a high of 327 parts per billion,
more than 20 times the regulatory limit.
Fairplay Elementary exceeded the limit
again in at least one test in each of the
next five years.

The Corvallis Waldorf Schoel began
leasing the building in 2003, after Fair-
play closed, and has always provided
bottled water to students and staff,
school director Peter Zaremba said. Stu-
dents also bring their own lunches.

A water fountain near the front office of Valley Inquiry Charter Schoo! has had the water
supply turned off, and a sign is displayed to remind students to ask for bottled water,

“We are fully aware of the health risks
oflead,” Zaremba said, “and we're not al-
lowing the children to drink that water.”

The heads of Emerald Christian
Academy and Willowcreek Elementary
School did not respond to requests for in-
terviews, neither did the heads of the

other schools flagged for high lead lev-
els: Scappoose Adventist School; Leba-
non High School's Land Lab and West
Linn/Wilsonville School District.

tHoew@statesmanjournal.com, (503)
399-6779 or follow at ‘Twitter.com/
Tracy Loew gaa
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gum recession are atrisk
for root decay because the

iow, it ean aid
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th

efits older people. Frequent
exposure to small amounts
of Buoride can help with the
re-mineralization of enamel.

prevention of root decay. Ac-
cording to the ADA, "Adults

two main ways fluoride ben-
wi

Dentat Association, there ate

In addi
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Vox Populi

CHEMISTRY/MICROBIOLOGY

US Executive Order 13563-
“The Americen people deserve
a rogulatory system that works
for them, not against them; a
regulatory system Ut protects
and improves their Thealth, safety,
environment, and weli-being and
improves the performance of
the economy without imposing
unaccepiable  or upreasonable
cosls on society.”

We need our open Tescrvoirs
al Washington Park and Mount
Tabor activated immediatcly to
preserve our public health. The
open reservoirs are (he barriers
keeping toxic and carcinogenic
chemicals frem  gelting  into
our drinking water distribution
systenm,

Portland is not the grecn
and healthy cily we ence thought
it was. While our current outdoor
air crisis has brought attention te
a community-wide public health
wake-up call, we aiso need o

address our indoor air as it relates
Lo pur drinking water.

The increased use of the
ioxic and carcinopenic Columbia
South Shore Weli ficld (C88W)
drinking water last summer and
in the future (70% CSSW 30%
Buli Run - PIVB) has profoundly
endangered community public
health and weltbeing.

exposure o Radon saturated
CSSW drinking water (PI¥B 2045
ater Quality Report p4 al 3o
picocuries) and olher gases sucl
as chloroform remain serious.

(PWB) incorrecily asserts 4,000
picocusics is the tevel of Radon
for waler. EPA standard for us
s Multi Medin Mitigation 360
picocusies, and
that level last summer ai 340

picocuries,

placenta and into the developing
child; chloroform crosses the
placenta
concentraticns in fetal biood that
are greater than malernal blond
concentrations. Radon can decay
into radioaciive companenls such
as Lead.

ihat canaffect people of any age. It
is especially hanmful to children,
pregnant  womsen and unborn
babics. Lead accumulates in the
body, 50 even small amounts can
pose a health nazard over time.

of Raden” (USEPA} (MCLG
zero pCi/LY and chloraform; in
addition to toxic and carcinogenic

Or-Fo By Scort FErnaNDEZ M.Sc. Blovoay

Portland’s Drinking Water and Air are
Becoming Chemically Degraded .

future generations.” (mmedteo.us/
file/13368/downioad).
Additionally, CSSW  has
other toxic and carcinogenic
h  residuzl contaminants that can
remain in our drinking walet
because Pogtland City Council
wan’t support open reservoirs.
Sunlight is nol thefe io
break  down  ghess chemicais
and would provide the natural
removal  of suifamethoxazols,
fluoxctine, (riclosan, ethylene
estradinl, teichloroethylene, clc.
wrough the  {Oregon DEQ, PEB)
Mew York City Thas
recognized the open reservoir
in  health benefits, working and
negotiating with EPA, So shouid
Portland Ciey Council.
New York Citys “Given
(1) the exizemcly low public
health Tisk in at Teast some waier
systems from pathogens entering
ancovered finished water siorage
reservoirs, (2) the eiormous
cosl of covering an uncovered
reservoir or treaging the discharge
from such a reservoir, and (3) the
existence of effective and far less
eostly methods of achieving ihe
same public health protection,
the drafi LT2 rule included a
waiver provision that would
nave allowed for site-specific
risk nssessments and appropriste
freatmesits.

This waiver provision was
inexplicably climinated from the
finat LT2 rule. Tn its enforcement
of .the rule, EPA has refused to
exercise the discretion afiorded
by the variance provision of
the Safe Drinking Water Act
to consider waivers based on

As a result, our indoor air

Postland  Water  Bureau

we  exceeded

Radon ¢an pass 1

ajso,  resulting

Lead is A toxic substance

There is “no safe level

nitrification chemicals feund only
in dark covered reservoirs and
drinking water pipes (USEPA).
Raden  exposure  from
drintking water (hroughout your
fome at 4 picocurics generales
2 miftion radioactive decays per
mirzutef 1000 square feet, (USGS)
CSSW wells are recharped
from Columbia River waler

‘contaminated by municipal,
sindustrial and. Hanford wasles, aliernative proposals that would

adding to drinking water ioxing, achicve the same public health
(or.wa.ler.ﬂsgs‘,gaw'pubs_dirf' benefit.
jourrmls/mccm'lhy_mid_ In Jight of EPA‘s narrow
others_1992.pdf) reading of the variance provision,
New York City provided they should revise LT2 to aliow
open  reserveir science  and altemative meansof mitigating (he
public health benchits to the risk to ancovered finished water
EPA. Torland City Councii sterage facilities, and priogitize
refused to acknowledge them. coview of any submissions of
QOver the years, many scientific  altemative mitigation plans.
studies and data suppori open in light of the minimal
reservoirs” health benefits. By not public health risk posed by
acknowledging the meaningful  lcaving Hillview uncovered, the
public health science availabie  cost of complying with LT2is not
te pursue an EPA LT2 waiver justified. Covering the reservoir
keeping our rescrvoiss open, will harm the environment and
Postland City Council has not  water qualily beeause of the
Tived up to their commitment to  absence of sunlipht, and will
provide safe drinking water. make maintenance more difficuit.
In 2004/2006, the City of Finally, covering  the
Portiand and Muitnomah County seservoirwould present significant

adopled safe health practices  cosls, as the City has water and
using the Precautionary Principie  wastewaler infrastructure needs
as an effective policy framework  that ate a far bigher priority fiom
for decision-making to provent a public - health perspective.”

ham to human healih and the (NYC EPA 2012)
envitenment. Stop the demolilion of

In otlier words: keeping Washington -Park [ESErvoirs
- gitizens healthy, sialing “where  (cosiing +3206  miliion. and
lreats of serious of ireversible 30,000 fruckload frips over. mary
" ham to people or nature exisl; years — PWB) and - Tcoonnect
. anticipstory action will bo taken Mount  Tabor drinking  water
{o prevent damages fo human and [acilities for increased public

.

euvironmental health, even when health.
full scientific cerlainty about Why? Because drinking

cause and effect is not available, waker environmental  chemical
with the intent of safepuarding  exposures ncgatively  impact
the quality of life for current and furnfo ’i“ge 23

.
community reviews demonstrated

§he open reservoirs can endure
andslide and seismic challen

for the next 50 years.

Compromised air and water qual

ﬁ'cmpq‘é‘e 8

ges
Pen reservoirs

ove gases and
“reconfigure”

0 keep our

ty safe and

system:
is being reviewed

2016. We siill have an

The BPA LT2 open reservoir

regulation

Without the g
duzing

to efficiently rem,
at risk. There is no public health

reason for PWB to

tonting, our drinking water remaing
our drinking water

opportunity to save our

" of
reservoirs and ask for an I:P;E
LT.Z Waiver, s¢ we can ke
children and communi

>

pacting their health
a

genic

gas exposures in the

omes, schools, daycare centers
of

rates  than  adulis:
jr:uiged by
king water.
ervoirs and
2004  Open
ependent Review
apeén  reservoirs

greainess

city’s

safe drinking water,

security  and

The
Reservoir Ind
the

The

community can be
their proven public health benefits

from toxic and carcing
without iilness for over 100 years
Panel confirmed over 2 5 month

liquid and

h
Retain the open res

respiration
negatively im

elc.,

the quality of its drin
process

adding

fewer than
levels
drinking
adult

carcinogenic
on

ugh comtinued

yet
and
exposure
for safa
e based
andards. (USEPA) Childr -
not smaller adults and Ihe::fgig

Toxic
are

chemical

Rl

Iy

public health thro

bio-accumulation processes. OF

the +85,000 chemicals EPA has
the chemical health risk is much  provided

100 reguiated for drinking water
higher.

registered, many are toxic and
consumption.{USEPA)

carcinogenic,
established
waler

Portland, OR
{Multnomah Co.)
Southeast Examiner
(Cir. M. 30,000)

APR PR

Alier’s P.CB.
Estoblished 1888

risk  healthy,
Y7

mitigation applications.

vormarion, see Y]
VY
E 44

For more in

and
during  Mudlrunwaiver: org.

testimony
reports

_ Public
engingering

Children have a higher
; cell
along  with  higher

metabolism and increased

activiry,




- Newport, OR

DON'T FLUQRIDATE
OUR WATER

[ hiave waded through the
muck, listening to fuaride
proponents at Newport City
Couneil meetings telling us4
how imporlant it is lo con-
taminate ouy water with toxie
chemicgls for the prevention
of tooth decay. There are
pleaty of programs that fund
ihe less fortunate in health

{Lincen Co.}
Newport News Times

(Circ. 26W. 7,011}

APR  120%

Affen's P.C.B. Fst. 1888

care jssues, including destal.

First, they are trying to take
away our chaice by imple-
menling fluoridation in our
water (forceful and big gov-
ernment). This is about pur
health and the adulteration
of our water. T447

Secondly and equaily as
important is the cost factor
— '3300,000 to implement,
plus $18,000 annually to
maintsin. T can think of bet-
ter ways to spend that roney:
The city couneil members
aze trying to hide this cost in
the city's budget so it looks
like we are not paying for it,
bat dor't let that fool you.
We 2l pay for the city’s bud-
gel through our taxes, and
eventually it witl come out of
our water rates in the years
to foliow. The city council
members think they have an
open checkboak to spend our
money so they ean fund their
pel projects,

Thirdly, let’s keep in mind
the event ihat is happening
right now in Flint, Mich., ang
how they misled the people
inte believing their water was
safe to drink, In the 1950s,
‘505 and "70s, we were all
told that mercury was safe
o use as a cavily filler. As-
bestos and lead-based prod-
uets were ajso safe o use in
our homes and everyday life.
They were all wrong at the
cost of our heaith and husnan
fives, 1 am nol going tebean-
olher Guinea pig, and neither
should you. We have encugh
toxic cthemicals in our waier,
our land and our air.

This is the 215t century, and
it is hard to believe we are
fighting for our lives to main-
tain a healthy life. No more
government taking away our
choices, Mo more toxic chem-
irals in our water, And lastly,
no more wasling our hard-
earned money:

Tanya Sauer
Newport

s —

VOTE NO ON ADDING
FLUORIPE
[ was an environmmeil-

tal specinlist and program
manager with the Oregon

Newport, OR
{Linceln Co.)
Newport News Times
{Clrc. 2xW. 7,011)

EPR 12016

Affen's P.C.B. Est. 1858

Depariment  of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) for
93 14 years. | worked in the
arens of hazardous waste,
ashestos zbalement, en-
vironmental risk analysis,
water guality and worker
safety. 744-7

The chemica! compound
put into drinking water is
usually  hydrofluorosilicicy
acid, a wasle by-product of
the phosphate fertilizer in-
dustry. n recent years, more
of these flnoridation chemi-
cals have been imported
from China.

If not nsed for fluorida-
tion, they would be regu-
lated in the U.S uader the
federal hazardous  waste
program, subject to cradie-
to-grave management and
disposal to protect the envi-
ronment and public health.

These themical com-
pounds in water arent the
pharmaceatical grade fluo-
ride wsed in toothpaste.
They can contain lead, at-
senie and other comtamyi-
nants. Aithough the fevels of
these contaminants ave low
enough to be legal, the EPA
hias determined lhere are
no completely safe levels of
lead and arsenic. Lead ¢an
lowes IQ, and arsenic can
increase cancer risk.

When ingested, fluoride
jtself is also a known toxin.
Just fook at the labeling on
your toathpaste tube, For
children under 6, the FDA
requires a warniig that
if they accidentally swai-
jow more than a pea-sized
amount, you should get
medical help.

Adding chemicals to wa-
ter for cavity prevention is
an old, outdated practice
that originated after Worid
War I3, During the same
time period, the govern-
ment sllowed lead in paint
and pgasoline, mercury as
an ingredienl in cosmetics
and medicine, asbestos as &
fire retardant, and spraying
residential neighborhoods
with DD'E

Its typical that adequate
government regalation lags
decades behind substantial

Scappoose, OR
[Columbia Co.}
The Spotlight

{Circ. W. 3,410

APR 12016

Aflen's P.CB. Est, 1888

T

Lead in school’s
water report result
of improper testing

Water systems
serving local
schools show
clean records

By HIGOLE THILL
The Spoilight

In seuih Columbia
Counly, only one school
tias tested posltive for high
lead concentrations in the
drloking water 1n (he lasl
four years, and the vesulis
were genel'gted by lm-
propet testing methods,
according to a public
health official.

.+ On March 23, the States-
man Journal newspaper in
Salem reported 10 schuols in
Oregon had high levels of
Tead in the drinking waler
fwer the past four years, in-
cluding the Seappoose Ad-
ventist $chool in 2013.

The Environmenial Pra-
tection Agency censiders
lead in concentrations greai-
er than 15 parts per biflion,
or ppb, to be high.

In November 2013, ane
batlwoom sinlt al Scapprose
Adventist was found Lo have
concentrations of 30 ppb,
Tivice the acceptable level.

- Bherrie Ford, director of
the Public Heatth Founda-
tion of Cotumbia County,
said the high result was
causcd by a sampling error.
When the test was conduct-
ed in December, the school
had likely been out of ses-
sion, she explained. Water
should be used on a regalar
basis, then allowed to sit for
six hours, before it s tested,
she said, a step that was like-

Iy gvarlooked.

Ford said drinking water

systems should be ftushed
_prior Lo use if they have been
sitting dormant in older
pipes.

A water test in January
2014 at-Scappoose Adventisl,
after the sinic had been prop-
erly flushed, returned no de-
tectable levels of lead.

In a December 2015 test,
the private sehivol reported
concenltrations of 7 paris per

bililen coming frots one wa- =~

ter source, stif bejow EPA
action level

For comparison, the most
recent testing of other school
disiricis’ water systems, like
the St. Helens School Eiistriet
and Sauvie [siand Academy,
showed resulis of 2 to 3 pph
of lead from 2010 te 2014,
Onty the Scappoose city wa-
ter systemn, which provides

drinking wates to the Seap- -

poose School Distriet, reporl-
edl no levels of lead in the
water i1z 2011 o 2014

Kim Cornette, the sixth-
through eighth-grade i€ach-
er and principal at Scap-
poose Adventist, was hired
at the start of the 2015 school
year. Te the best of her
Towowledge, Cornette said ro
pipes had been replaced in
tlie school since she has heen
hired, and’ said the wajer
source that tested high for
Iead in 2013 has returned sat-
isfuctory in all following
tests.

“What | can teli youis that
if we distovered now that we
had Jead issues, we wonld
have no proeblem providing
hottied water for cur stu-
dents, if that was necessary.

Sea WATER / S'Afe A3

Water! Most
schools” water
supplied by city
B From Page Al

Right now we're in full com-
pliance with Jead,” Cornette
said.

The Scappoose Adventist
school relies on a privale
well, whereas most public
schousls rely on municipat
water systems. Cornette said
she ig Jouking info whetler
ornof the school can tagp info
the city water system.

The Oregon Bepartment
of Environmental Qualily
does not require water quat-
ity reporis to be filed regu-
larly for private o domestic
welt water systems. Endlividu-
als are responsihle for test-
ing their water, a require-
ment when property is sold.

However, when Seappoose
Adveniist established an af-
ter-sehuol care pragram andc
preschool in 2013, it fell un-
ler {he regelatory watch of
Oregon Drinking Water Ser-
vices, a program overseen by
the Oregon Health Authority.

As such, it i requiced to lest

drinking waler for sa&aty.
I - F




Newpart, OR
{Lincoln Co.)
Newpori News Times

(Cire. 2xW. 7,011)

APR ¢ 2006

Affen's P,.C.%. Tst. 1888

NO FLUCRIDE IN
NEWPORT'S WATER

Say no to flusride. To
not aliow the govermment to
medicate our water with a
known newrotoxin, As a can-
cer survivor in chemotherapy,
I didw't expect the public to
be given my wmedicine. We
dfm’t mass medicate for heart
filsease and stroke, the lead-
ing kiflers. Dow't compromise

I N

everyone’s health by treati
all for toath decay, %;Jgtmg
| Thgse chemicals do not be-

Ong I cur water. There ar
well documented haza:cllz
\w_’]th fluoride, and no appre-
ciable benefits, It should be
an individual choice 2o take
ﬂuunde. Many cities, includ-
ing Portland, Redding, Cres-
cent City, and Modesto, have
stood up to the fluoride lobby
and said ne.

Do not mass medicate
Newport water, Keep it ctean,
Janice Wiclchan

Newport
—_—

Newpert, OR
{tincaln Co.}
Newport News Times

[Circ. 2xW. 7,011)

APR.  © 2016

Alfen's T.C.B, Fst. 1858

FVE LOOKED AT BOTH
SIDES NOW

T've been reading both sides
of the flucride issue with
greal inderest and pondezing
wity 1 fecl the way T do.

First, ihere’s the basic jssue
of individual choice. Flun-
ride wosid Jiterally be forced
dows our throats, whether
wewant it or not. 7447

Seeond, there’s the issue
of practicality. Theres an
old Indian saying that goes
samelhing like this: “Rather
than leather the entite earth,
simply put lealher shoes on
your fecl”

Rather than Ouoriduting
the entire water system ol
Newporl, of which the mejer-
ity runs down pur drains from
showers and toilets, or into
the ground from wateriag our
gardens and lawns, il simply
makes more sense to provide
families in need with fluoride
toothpaste and mouthwash.
Thus, we 2l{ have & choice.

Bonnie Good
Newport

| “City

e

pend, OR
{Deschutes Co.)
Bend Bultetin
{Circ. W. 27,547}

APR T 2016
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By Tyler Leeds
The Bulletin
The Bend City Council
voted Wednesday night to self
a condemned water systent it
took over in southeast Bend {o
two privaie companies, with a
majority of the system going
1o a company owned by the
family of Counciler Casey
Roats, who excused himself
{rom the unarimous vote.
Roats Water System will
pay $1.4 million for the sys-
tem, known as the Juniper
Utility Co., which serves the
Tilficum, Nottingham Square,
Timber Ridge and Mountain
High subdivisions. Avior: Wa-
ter Co. will pay $400,000 for
a smatler slice of the system.
The deal will also transfer
over cily water service to the
two private companies in Lhe

agrees to sell

1 ¥
=T

ty's owner.

The council was set to hold 2 vole io}mally
rejecting & request from the school district to
change the.general plan designation on the
downtown fiald, bul folloedng an 111h-hour email
{rem tha dislrici the couacl! agreed 1 postpone

ihe vote.

Stonegate and Blue Ridge
cornmitnities, which would
otherwise be surrounded by
territory served by Roats and
Avion. ’
The Juniper Utility Co.

Troy Field update -~ . .
A Bend Gity Council vola thal would have
halted development of Troy Fleld was posiponed
al1he lastminuls Wednesday night Tellowing an
appeat from Bend-ga_Pine Schols, the proper-

Juniper Water Co.

cleared the way for the school district to sell ihe

tield o a developer, Porfiand-based Brownstons
Development, The district intended to use the
$1.9 million sale price to help finance he con-
struction of new schoals.

In the email, Ihe district’s atiorney said post-
poing the-action may aliew the dislrict to avoid
filing an appea! challenging the council's ruling.
Cily Attorney Mary Winters saic 1he delay viould
allow staff from lhe two agencles to commumi-
cale about the issue. ' '

- The request was well-received by ihe council,

. ) . vihich was bappy for 2 way to possibly avoid
‘The counci had earlier voted to rejectthe gen-  [itigation. '
eral plan change, which if granled, would have ’

water system has loag been

a headache for the city,and a
costly one to boot, The sysiem
was built inthe 19704 by de-
veloper Jan Ward to serve sub-
divisions on his family's old

See Troy Field /B2

dairy ranch. In 1998, the Ore-
gon Public Utitily Commission
enforced rates Ward felt were
oo low, which led him o de-
crease waler pressure.

See Watey /B2

Water

Confjnued frem B

TnJ2001, the council voled to
condemnn the system after res-
idents complained aboul their
difficulty taking showers and
doing lnundry. The condemna-
tion started a yearsiong legal
batiie that ended with the city
paying Ward nearly $i0 mil-
fion In a settlement. '

While the city’s revenue
from water service will de-
crease I the short term as &
loses customers, city staff say
the sale mazkes sense as Jong:
term operation and repair
costs will decrease, The city
has estimaied the waler sys-
tem needs $8.5 million in cap-
ital improvements, costs the
city will now be able to avoid.
Additionally, the two buyers
have the option to finance the
purchase with interest over 26
vears, which would double the
amount of meney the city will
receive.

During a hearing belore the
vote, Mountain High home-
gwner association  President
Jayson Mugar said the sale
was endorsed unaninously by
a gathering of nearly 130 resi-
dents of the four subdivisions
serverd by the Juniper URility

0.

The sale allows the affected
subdivisions to maintain a sep-
arate irrigation and drinking
water sysiem. If the city con-
tinued providing water service,
an agreement between the city
and HOAs stipulated scparate
irrigation service would end,
a change that would be costly
for residents.

The sale isn'l quite a done
deal, City Attorney Mary Win-
ters noted “a huge contingen-
cy” is approval irom the Ore-

Sale of cily-owned waler service
The city of Bend agreed 1o sell to Roats and Avion waler companies
the waler sarvica it acquired wien it condemned Juniper Utilily in 2002,

7 Exlsting Peaposed

Hoals servico

Sourco: City of Bend

gon Public Utilily Comemission
for the rate Roats intends lo
charge tisers. .

Avion  President  Jason
Wick, who noted his compa-
ny doesn't need commission
approval, called the timing of
a commission ruling “a wild
card." He added he didn't ex-
pect avuling to come iater thar
the end of summer.

¢ Exlsling
Roats service

oty

{Zi Proposed
Avioe service  Avion service

;
Greg Crass / The Bulatin

Alter the council approved
the sale, audience members
from the affected community
applauded.

Mayor Jim Clinton roted the
process “has gone on for one
human generation,” saying he
appreciales the communily’s
patience.

— Reporter: 541-633-2160,
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