“Neighborimpact Head
Start tests sites for lead

it .

Awareness afound lead in
drinking water in Oregon is
rising and some schools in
the state have had issues
with high levels of lead in
their drinking water.

Given that children are
especially susceptible to
iead exposure because their
bodies zbsorb metals at
higher rates than adults,
Neighborlmpact thought it
necessary to test all Head
Start sites in the service
area.
©In June of this year,
Neighborimpact tested all
eight Head Start sites in De-
sehutes and Crook Counties
for lead and found 100 per-
cent of sites are lead free,

“This is great news for
the Head Start children,
families, and staff,” says
patty Wilson, director of
Farly Care and Education
Services at Neighborlm-
pact. “We take the health
and safety of our students
and staff seriously and are
very grateful that our re-

1 1dentify sources of lead:
Early leaming emvirenments
should test al taps used for |
drinking or food to identify
any lead problems. Follow
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s 3 T's Revised
Technical Guidance 10
ensure that sampies for lead
are coliected praperly and
from the right places. Use an
Qregon Health Autharity-
accredited drinking water
laboratory to analyze
samples for lead.

2: Stop Access: Prevent
access 10 water {aps that
have morte than 15 parts per
billion (ppb} of lead. This
should include shutting off
-taps, covering water
fountains, and providing
bottied water to students
;and staff members.

. 3: Communjcate: Make
results from tests for iead in
water avallable 10 students,

* families, and the community
as guickly as possible.

| d: Mitigate and correct:
Replace the sources of lead
in building plumbing. Agaln,
EPA 3T's Guidance should
be followed.

7

{ sults are within nermal lim-
its.”

Neighborlmpact has eight
sites and 24 classrooms in De-
schutes and Crook Counties,
including one co-located in
M.E. Lynch Elementary
School in Redmend.

The Oregon Department of
Education, Early Learning
Division outlined ey steps

that should be talken by chiid
care environments o kesp
children safe from lead in
drinking water.

For more information
about lead testing or about
the Neighborlmpact Head
Start program, contact Patty
Wilson af 541-323-6519 or via
email at pattyw@neigh-
borimpact.org. V4
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Activist _m._b% Jead at Head Start site

25— 7

By Bethany Bartes
The Oregonian/QregonLive

Portland schools appear to
have continued to give par-
ents and students false assur-
ances about environmental
safety at schools, based cna
lead awarenass activist'stests
at a North Portland Head Start
center where the district had
said paint seraping posed “no
safety concems.”

Tamarz Rubin, the execu-
tive director of the Lead Safe
America Foundation, used
a sophisticated lead meter
to test that paint at the for-
mer Applegate Elementary,
nowused to house Flead Start
classes. She detected highlev-
els of lead in paint in multiple
places outdoors that were
scraped while preschoolers
learned in a nearby classroom
with its door open Friday.

Portland Public Schools has
said it didn’t inform staff at
Applegate Elementary, which
houses the Native American
Youth and Family Center's
Head Start program, that it
‘was seraping and repainting
over old paint. But a spokes-
woman teld The Oregonian/
OregonLivenoone wasindan-
ger and the district would stop
the work while children were
around only to reduce pamnic.

“It’s not like we are con-
tinuing to do the work on
the weekend because there
was something unsafe about
it” Portland Public Schools

PPS lead screening postponed

Fortland Public Schools parents and staff who planned -
to take advantage of the district's free lead screenings were
turned away lzst weakend because of averwhelming demand.

‘The district contracted with Kadalyst Health Partners
10 offer free screenings after revelations of high lead levels
in schoal drinking water. Testing was supposed to happen

" Saturday and Sunday at the district's North Portland
headguarters. but Kacalyst ran gut of supplies.

Thie firm stopped talking walk-ins on Saturday and
directed paople with Sunday appeintments to reschedule; .
said Portiand Public Schocls spokeswoman Courtney
Wastling, It is unclear how many people sought testing
during the weekend: district officials did not say how many
appointrents were canceled. Kadalyst will offer free testing

this Saturday and Sunday.

An email from Kadalyst providad by Westling atiributed
the turnout to recently released results of earfier lead ~ ~
screenings that showed an early estimate of 39 people whe

might have high levels of lead.

- Bethany Barnes
spokeswoman Rosie Fiallo trictassumes lead is present,
said, “They did everything one spot test at Applegate
that they were supposed to  had shown there wasy’t lead
do, and it’s much easfer ifwe  present.
are going to upset people to  Rubin’s tests in the area
do it on the weekend when beingrepainted, done withan
children aren’t around.” X-ray fluorescence spectrom-

Jessica Applegate,aspeech  eter, a $40,000 lead-testing
pathologist with an office at  tool, showed high levels of
the school, on Thursday saw  lead. She also did a spot test,

paint scraping going on near
a portable classroom with
young children inside. The
door was wide open.
Applegate teamed up with
Rubin to do their own tests
Saturday. Fiallo had told
The Oregonian/OregonLive
on Friday that while the dis-

which showed lead. Basedon
whiat she found, Rubin said,
she didn't think the district
could have done a spot test
that came back negative.

Since Jate May the district
has been responding to con-
cemns about lead levels in
scheols.

Portland Public Schools’
superintendent resigned
this month after a scandal
erupted over officials’ fail
ure to promptly tell the pub-
lic about lead in water at two
school buildings. The district
knowingly let children and

_staffdrink that water,

And parents at Alameda
Elementary, where morethan
750 children used alead-laced
playground, were not imme-
diately told when results
showed lead at more than five
tirnes the threshald set by the
Oregon Health Authority. It
took the district a month after
The Oregonian/Oregonilive
reported on the danger in
June before it closed the play-
ground and committed to all-
out lead abaternent.

Lead is a known neuro-
toxin that is particularly
harmful to young children.
Although concerns have
centered on lead in drink-
ing-watet, paint is the most
dangerous form.

It’s unclear how many
other Portland school build-
ings may have lead-paint-
tainted grounds.

“When I saw the lead test
positive my heart sank. This
is scary, Thisis real. Thisiso’t
being alarmist” Applegate
said. *This is the most vul-
nerable pepulation you can
imagine.”

-
bbarnes@oregonian.com
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The Asscciated Press

MEDFORD -~ Drinking
water has been shut off at
two Medford schools after
officiale said tests revealed it
contained too much lead,

The results received late
last week showed water from,
73 percent of fixtures at Jack-
son Elementary and 80 per-
cent of fixtures at Roosevelt
Elementary excesded the
20 parts per billion level at
which the U.S, Environmen-
tal Protection Agency calls
for cleanup messiires.

The findings came af-
ter the district completely
replaced plumbing at both
schools In 2009, Officials
said tests taken hetween
2011 and 2015 showed no
indication of elevated lead
levels.

“These are the last
(schools) that we expected
there to be any problems; it
just doesn’t make any sense

to see those elevated levels,”
said Ron Havniear, the dis-
trict’s facilities and support
services manager.

School officials sent par-
ents a lefter, took additional
samples for a retest and dis-
tributed water bottles for stu-
dents and staff to use during
the Kids Unlimited summer
camp program at Roosevelt
and Jackson.

The Medford Water Com-
mission will take sampies to-
day or Thirsday to see if the
lead is coming from the mu-
nicipal water supply. If that's
eliminated as a source, the
district will ook at its pharnb-
ing to find the source of the
lead, Havniear said.

“We're in a holding pattern ‘

until we get the next round of
samples back,” He said,

In the meantime, the dis-
triet s referring parents
with concerns to medical
professionals who can deter-

Water Shut 6ff at 2 Medford schools

ming whether blond tests are
warramnted. !

Without federal mandates
for testing water systems in,
schoel buildings and with the.
Filnt, Michigan, water crisis
at center stage of the debate,
Gaw, Kate Brown has called on,
Cregon’s 197 school districts,
to craft procedures for testing,
lead, radon and other chemi~
N_W at thefr campuses by this
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SCHOOL SAFETY

District water samples exceed lead concentration limits

8Y CALLEY HAIR
Ofthe News-Times
T44-7

LINCOLN COUNTY
Water testresults fromsclwools
in Newport and Waldport re-
vealed lead concentrations

Between Waldport High
School, Crestvisw Heighs
the Harly Childhcod Cen-
ter, San Case Elementary,
Yaquina View Elementary,
Newport Middle School, and
east

aml west campuses, a total
aof 60 drinking fountains and
sinks tested higher than the
Qregon  Health  Autherity’s
allowable lead concentration
of 0.020 milligrams per litex.

The highest, from a sink

in Room 3128 at Mewport
Middle School, tested at 122
times above the allowable
Timit.

“What we're finding, T be-
Tiere, is that we have a lot of

that weren't lead-free,” said
Rich Belioni, LCSD director
of support services, “They
were supposed to be, but they
aren't”

‘The Hariy Childhood Cen-
ter had one sink with a high

concentration at  0.0233
mg/L. Waldport High, Crest-
view Heights, Newport Mid-
dle and Sam Case each had
three bad sainples, ranging

Newport Higly School'’s
far beyond state action limits, s .
leaving the Lincoln County
School District serambling to
fix the issue before students
retirn inthe fail.
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NeighborImpact Head Start Tests Sites for Lead

wareness around lead in our drinking water
in Oregon Is rising and some schoaols in our
: state have had issues with high levels of
tead in their drinking water. Given that children are
especially susceptible to lead exposure hecause their
bodies absorb metals at higher rates than adults,
Melghborimpact thought it necessary to test all Head
Start sites in our service area.

In June of this year, Nelghborimpact tested alt eight
Head Start sites in Deschutes and Crook Counties
for lead and found 160 percent of sites are lead
free. “This is great news for the Head Start children,
farnilies and staff” says Patty Wilsen, director of eatly
care and education services at Meighborimpact. "We
fake the health and ssfety of our siudents and staff
seriously and are very grateful that our resuits are
within normal limits”

Netghborlmpact has eight sites and 24 classrooms
in Deschutes and Crook Counties, including one co-
located in M.E. Lynch Elementary School in Redmond.
The Oregan Department of Education, Early Learning
Division autlined key steps that should be 1zken by
chilg care environments to keep children safe from
fesd in drinking water,

They Include:

3, identify sources of lead: Early learning
environments should test all taps used for drinking
or food to identify any lead problems. Follow the
Environmental Protection Agency's 3 T's Revised
Technical Guidance to ensure that samples for lead
are cofiected properly and from the fght places.
Use an Oregon Health Autharity-accredited drinking
water laboratory to anaiyze samples for lead.

2. Stop access: Prevent access to water taps that
have more than 15 parts per billion {ppb} of lead.
This should iaclude shutting off taps, covering water
fountains and providing bottled water o students
and staff members.

3. Communicate; Make resuits from tesis for
laad ins water availzble to students, famities and the
community as quickly as possible.

4, Mitigate and correct: Replace the sources of
tead in building plumbing. Again, EPA 3T's Guidance
shoutd be followed.

For more information aboui our lead lesting or
abaut the Neighborlmpact Head Start program, please
contact Patty Wilson at 541-323-6579 or via email at
pattyw@neighborimpact.org

SCHOOL SAFETY on Page A5 ‘/
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City, OSU continue
to fight lead levels

,._b...mwu>< ..,.M..\\ﬁ\\-w
Corvallis Gazatte-Times

The ecity of Corvailis

and Oregen State Uni-

versity continue to face

challenges from high lead

. levelsin the water at their

. facilities.

Corvallis officialy have
reopened the four park
drinking fountains that

- were closed early last

month at Village Green,
Little Fieids, Riverfront
and Lilly.

However, the follow-up
testing that cieared the
four park fixtures came
up above the 15 parts per
billion maximuwm set by
the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency at
three other city-owned
facilities.

City Manager Mark
Shepard said that two
event hookups at River-
front Commemorative
Park and a utility sink in
Pioneer Park will remain
closed while the city in-
vestigates further.

“We’ll set up a plan to
chase that down,” Shep~
ard said, adding that the
city will continue regutar
tests of the water at city
facilities, :

Shepard ordered the
carlier testing after lead
levels above 15 ppb were
found in Portland schools.

At Monday night’s City
Couneil meeting Ward 4
Councilor Barbara Bull
praised Shepard for “being
proactive on lead testing ”

OSU, meanwhile, con-
tinues to quarantine some
bathroom fixtures in Pol-
ing Hall, said Dan Ker-
moyar, assistant director
of OSU Environmental
Health and Safety. Ker-
moyan said crews have
isolated the problems,
repairs are underway and
officlals will retest in a
couple of weeks,

Poling is mot closed,
but no students are living
there becavse jt is sum-

[ mer.

QOSU, which announced
the Poling issues July 5
after testing all Univer-
sity Housing and Dining
Services facilities, has
completed its testing of
all campus bufidings and

LEAD AT
A GLANCE

Lead enters drinking water
primarily through ptumbing
materials. Exposure to iead
may cause health problems
ranging from stomach dis-
tress to brain damage. In
1991, the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency -
published a regulation to
control lead in drinking
water, The treatmertt tech-
nique for the rule requires
systems to monitor drinking
water at customer taps, if
lead concentrations exceed
an action level of 15 parts
per billion in more than 10
percent of customer taps
sampled, the systemn must
undertake & number of ad-
ditional actions to contral
corrosion. If the action level
for lead is exceeded, the
systemn must also infarm
the public about steps they
should take to pratect their
health and may have to
replace lead service lines
under their control,

For mare information:
https://www.epa.gov/
dwreginfo/lead-and-cop-
par-rulettadditional-re
sources

found two other fixtures
with lead levels above 15
ppb-

The high readings were
found at utility sinks in
the Clark Meat Center and
the Ocean Administration
Building. Kermoyan said
that neither sink is reg-
ularly nsed for drinking
water and that the same
procedure used at Poling
— closure, Iepairs and re-
testing — will be applied to
the two sinks.

OSU is continuing te
test af off-campus Exten-
sion Service facilities and
the Bend and Newport
eampuses, Those results
are expected to be avail-
able mext month, Ker-

moyan said. ‘ﬂ ﬁ\)

Contact reporter James'Day
at jim.day@gazettetimes.
com or 541-758-9542, Fol-
lew at Twitter.com/james-
hday or gazettetimes.com/
blogs/jim-day,
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ater at (.5. Lewis shows lead levels well below limits

All four outlets at
‘the private school’s
‘North College
‘campus test below
EPA standards

il
BY SETH GORDON ._JJT .\\
Newberg Graphic reporter  °

After public scrutiny of
Portiand Public Schools
brought the issue of lead in
drinking water, schools and
school districts across the
state have been testing their
own systems to ensure stu-
dent safety.

Aceording to director of de-
velopment Steve Wallo, tests
at C.B. Lewis Academy have
shown lead levels well below
EPA standards.

Salem-based Water Lab
Corp. conducted tests on two

drinking fountains and two
kitchen sinks at CSLA's North
College Campus.

QOne outlet ruled to have “no
detection,” with the others
testing at 0.0032, 0.0018 and
0.0081 milligrams per liter,
well below the EPA’s “action
level” of 0.015 milligrams per
liter.

“We didn't expect it, but
when youw're charged with the
care of students you want to
be as diligent as you pessibly
can be,” Wallo said. “So when
something like this comes up
and yeu become aware of it,
you want to jump on it. We did
not have lead testing in our
protocol and now it will be. We
were very happy to find out
we're starting from a very
good place.”

Wallo said the school chose
not to test the faueets in its six
bathrooms, noting that they
‘were located close to the out-
lets that were tested and bad

; <<§8m§ site as

they revealed even marginally  bathroom faucets. i
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Colby Brown
Spokesman

4 mid  growing statewide
Aconcerns, Redmond par

. B.enls can rest easy knowing
that Redmond School Dislrict fa-
cilities are safe in terms of lead
levels in the drinking water, ac-
cording to Mike McIntosh, super-
interrdent.

“liming and funding to fix a
waler issue would be quite the
riddie,” Mcintosh said. “And I'm
thankfu] that we don't get to solve
that riddle.”

The district received resulés in
early July from testing completed
in mid-June, which showed levels
of copper and lead to be below
the allowable limit designated
by the Environmental Protection
Agency. The tests came shortly
after Portiand Public Schools was

Joha Tuck Elementary is one of seven Redmond School District §
June. Distsict facilities from 1986 or older were tested.

found to have high fevels of lead in
drinking water, according to that
distzict's website. The high lead
levels found in Portland schools
sparked a statewide refocusing of
schoot facitities safety.

“It's a fair assumption (¢ make
to assume that you are drinking
safe water, and it’s our responsi-
bility to meet thal expectation,”
MeclIntosh said.

Redmond High School, Obsidi-
an Middle School, Jolin Tuck Ele-
mentary, M.A, Lynch Elementary,
Edwin Brown Education Center,
Tumalo Comnuwmity School and
Terrebonne Community School
were tested.

Gov. Kate Brown and the Ore-
gon Health Authority have worked
to create u requirement for schooi
districts to submit & Healthy and
Safe Facllities Pian by October.
This, and a required radon gas

Colby Brovas / Spokesman

ocations whese water lead and copper levels were tested in

None of the locations shows high lead levels in water

MORE INFO

Far more informalion about
slale lesting requiremenis
visil, public.health.oregon.gov/
HeallhyEnvironments.

For lesl resuits and Redmond
School Dislriet informallor
visit, wwweredmeond.ki2.
Or.usf2016/07/22/lead-copper-
walterlesl-resulls/ and www.
redmond.ki2 or.us/depart-
menis/lacilities/.

test of schoe! facilities plan to be
submitted by September, is man-
dated by House Bilt 2931, wlich
requires of school dishicts and
public charter schools to report
testing results to OHA, the school
board, and make resulis readily
available its communily. |

See lEnﬂi Page 5
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“The dollar amount for
lead festing was less than
$10,800, 50 it’s not a show-
stopper, and the radon
testing isn't an expensive
procedure either, so the
dollar amount won't break
the bank,” Mclntosh said.
“What we were fearful of
was if we found unsafe lev-
els in our schools, and we
are thankful that there was
nothing found.”

While Redmond abid-
ed the bill and is working
on its Healthy and Safe
Facilities Plan, Central Or-
egon isn’t known for ele-
vated levels of naturally
occurring radon and lead,
according  to  Melntosh.
He also said there are no
known hazardous waste
sites near any district fa-
cility.

Seven facilifies in the
district were either built
before 198G or have struc-
tures from before 1986 —
when lead piping and other
uses of lead were banned.
These facilities were tesi-
ed in mid-June. All fevels
of lead and copper are
well below the EPA allow-
able iimit. McIntosh calied
the testings an in-depth
probe since EPA requires
tests fo be completed on
water from all water spig-
ots. Each facility had one
drinking feuntain or kitch-
en, or both, tested. He said
the main focus was on ar-
eas where original piping
remained.

"The consulting service
we Lived did a full review
of our water, they tested a
littte beyond lead and cop-
pet, and there was nothing
that was above the EPA
standards. Sc if's a nice
thing to know thai there
weren't any red flags that
were drawn,” said Helly
Jenkins, district communi-
cations coordinator.

Funding for the fests ang
extra hours put toward
testings and the Healthy
and Safe Facilities Plan
come from the district’s
general fund. Mclniosh
said that it won't be a bur
den to the disteict. Many
school districts on the east
side of the Cascades are in
the same boat as Redmond,
being grouped in a reac-
tionary pian with districts
in vastly different climates
i.e.,, Redmond versus Pori-
land, Even though the Lill
and required Healthy and

Fhotos by Cofay Brown / Spokesman

Edwin Brown Education Center, sbove, M.A, Lynch Eflementary, below, are twe of seven Redmond
Schoal District locations whose lead and copper levels in the water were tested in June, The other facili-
fies were Obsidian Middle School, Terrehonne Community School, Tumalo Communily Schoo, Redinond
High Schoo, John Tuck Elementary, and Edwin Brown Education Center.

Sale Pacitities Plan don't
address differences in cli-
mate yet, Mcintosh knows
the aecessity of ensuring
safety at Redmond schools,

“0On one hand, we kind
of have to thank Portland
Public for faking the first
blow because it has roclked
solne c¢omnwnities inio
suying 'oh, you're right, we
havea’t had to think about
that and maybe it’s time
we did, and T'm 0K with
that,” McIntosh said. “... If
you are wortied abous that
kind of stuff, then you dont
learn well and you don’t
teach well, and that's why
i’s important to commu-
nicate that we have tested,
and that everything is fine,”

A model of a Healthy and
Safe Facilities Plan was
supplied to Oregon school
districts by the OFIA. This
is the first building block of
a plan ihat shouid last well
into the future and ensure
proximal safety of schood
facilities around Oregon.
Mclntosh knows it's the
districl's responsibility to
provide a safe environment
for students and teachers,
and plans to be proactive
with tesling requirements.

Radon gas testing is re-
quired to be completed by
2021, but McIntosh hopes
fo have completed testing
within a couple years.

"I don’t expect Ceniral
Oregon to expezience the
type of resulis or condi-
tions that the Poriland area

has,” McIntosh said. “The
irpact for us has been, and
[ think will continue to be,
minimal.”

The topical rature of
school facility safety in
Oregon has put fead and
vadon festing at tempo-
rary top importance. But
McIntosh sees school safe-
ty in a broader view and
has made improvements
and additional training for
teachers and facilities to
ensure the district provides
a safe place for students.
Althougl, he said he could
see water and gas lesting
become a regular require-
ment in all public places.

“I've talked 0 many
other schools districts in
the state and its hard to
get compiete buy-in with
regard to safety from all
team members, and we
are thanlful that we have
a ieam here that believes
that it’s their responsibility

to keep our kids safe,” Jen-
kins said.

ASs the school district
moves forward, funding
for testing and the Healthy
and Safe Facilities Plan
will be ircorporated into
the district’s budget.

“This institutionat feel-
ing is kind of blah” Mcln-
tosh said,"And it's import-
ant to maintain the feeling
of a scheol, of thece are
still young people in there,
of it's safe, of it's still a
place of Jearning, of we can
go outside and have fun,
and come back inside and
learn something new ..
that's the culture we want
to keep.”

If parents or cormumimi-
ty members wish to get
involved, Mclntosh said
a good staiting point is to
contact your child's school
principal. Further informa-
tion is available on the dis-
trict website.

Redmond schools copper and lead

test results

Resulis rom Redimond School
Distriet (scilities 1986 and older.
Alf facilities are well below the

EPA allowable limit.

School

Obsidian Middle Schoot
drinking fountain

Obsidian Middle School
kitchen

M.A, tynch Elementary
drinking fountgin

M.A. Lynch Elementary

Copper result

EPA allowable limit
Coppet: 1.3 mg/L
Lead: 0,015 mg/L,

Lead result

0.0622 mg/L. | L.OGOLES me/L

DA4BmE/ . D.00544 wg/L

0.0204 mg/L - 0.000113 mg/L

kitchen 00642 mg/L . 0.0G105 mg/L
Redmiand High School
drinking fountai N/A L 0.00148 mg/L
Redmond High Schoal ,
kitchen 0.0251 mg/E - 0.00208 mg/L
Edwin Brown :

Education Center
drinking fountain

Edwin Brown
Educatior Cenler

0331 mg/L

0.107 mg/L | 0.000211 mg/L

kitehen/satad prep area 0. 0.00166 mg/L
Tumale Community School :

drinking fountain G077 mg/L 000302 mg/L
Tumalo Community School |

kitehen 0.0142 mg/L ¢ (.00803 mg/L
Termsbonne

Community Scheal .

drinking founlain 0.0802 mg/t * 0.000149 mg/L

John Tuck Elementary

0.0188 mg/L |

drinking fountain 0.00267 mg/L
lohr: Tuck Elementary ;
kitchen 00586 mg/L | 0.00228 mg/A

“On one hand,

Geeg Cross for the Spokesman

we kind of have

fo thank Portland Public for

taking the first

blow because it

has rocked some communities
inio saying ‘oh, youre right,

wie havernt had to think about
that and muaybe it's lime we

did," and I'm

OK with that.”

Iilte McIntost, Redmond School District superintendent

“We get support from
parents that is unprece-
denfed,” MecIntosh  said.
“They are partnering with
us to make our schools
welceming but at the same
time safe. We have a very
generous community, and
we are thankful of that,
whether #'s building dug-
outs at the high school, or
installing lights at one of

[T Lo A

the elementary schools,
people get involved and
help out”

Redmond  Proficiency
Academy has yet to release
information about testing
at its facilities, but its facil-
ities are either newer than
or have heen- renovaied
since 1986,

— Reporter, 541-545-2185,
chrowy@redmondsaplesman.com

ke e




Portland, OR
{Muitnomah Co.}
Tribune

(Clr. 2xw, 186,000)

MG ¢ 708

N
Allens p.cv. £or e

,L%

)

Heavy r[emls
Jound in every
school tested so far

By SIASTA KEARNS MOORE
The Yribune

The reswlls ave in for sum-
mer iistrictwide lesting on 80
of Portland Public Schools’
buildiugs, and ne building'’s
water has beea sale front
heavy melals,

ad, €

‘The district says it is stili wail-
ing for results fron about 20
niore buildings, but so far every
one of the district’s schools has
waler with fovels of Jead or cop-
per that exceed federal guide-
1ines.

Bizarrely, even Rosa Parks
School, uill in 2008, had 11 fix-
fures with featl ahbove the 15
parts per bilkion it set by (he
Environmenial Protection Agen-
cy for water systems. Four of
these fixtiires also hadl elevated
copper levels.

Typicadly, plumbing irstalicd

afler a 1986 ban on lead pipe and
solder does nat contaln elevaled
levels,

A spigot in a secondHloor girls
bathreom at Beach Elementary
Tegistered a shocling 2,500 paris
per billion for fead, according to
the tests performed by the Port-
land Water Burean and reviewed
by TRC Environmental Copp,
Copper in that spigot zlso was
extremely high, al 9 parls per
miilien. Federa} standards for
copper are less than 13 ppm.

The Jigh lead lovels in Port-
land’s schools have Teaehed na-

tional audiences, as "NBC Niglsi-
ly News” reported on them Sun-
day evening, N

Lead is particuiarly dangerous
for children under the age of 6.
Clarendon Early Learning Acad-
emy, which serves preschocl-age
kids and yowsger, had 22 fixiures
wik elevatedlevels ol lead. How-
ever, like many of the other
sehools, these were primarily in
janitorial and restroont sinks or
ouldoor spigols.

opper prevalent in PPS water

PPS officiuls lave said they
lzave alittielnown policy agzinst
using sinks for drinking water.

The school district also an-
nounced last week that 21 stu-
denls and staff members have
discovered elevated fevels of lead
In their biood. ‘The district has of-
fered free home test kits and
three blood sereening clinics, two
in June and one lasl weelcend.
The resulis for the lost bve clin-
Ies were not available by press

8887 ST By 5‘”?]]&!"'

time,

'The sehool board has contract-
ed with CHZM, an enginvering
company, to provide the blue-
print of a plan to improve the wa-
ter’s safely.

PES already has planned to
provide water dispensers and de-
tiveries of bottled water to en-
sure aecess to safe drinking wa-
ter in every school by the Hmne
the regular school year starts

Aug. 29, /
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Léad: Both fountains shut off

B From Page Al

Beld at Jurgens Park came back
with lead measured at 19 parts
per hiliton, he sa#l, A second
sample was lower, well below
the EPA limit, he said.

. “\We resampled the next day
after we got the results,”
Postema said, reporting resuits
of 7.9 parts per bitlion on the
first sample and a non-delect
on the second sample.

. Although cnly one of Lhe
four samples showed the lead
fovels above the EPA’s maxi-
muw contaminant level,
Poslema said, “We imncdiate-
ly took it out of service. ... We
al'e replacing al} the parts in-

f

side ihe drinking fountain.”

Tigard also skut down the
fountain that tesled above the
maximum contaminant levei
immediately, Martin said.

“As soon as the park supervi-
sor found out, he {ook it out 6f
service,” he said.

Most sampling was conduct-
ed in June, according to Martin
ansd Posten:a, bat both cities
only received their full resulis
Inst week due te a backlog at
the testing lab.

Fualstiin condueled lead
tesls on 37 founiains, faucets
and ether fixtures in eily facili-
ties and parks, according foa
list of restlis Postema shared.

Only one of the dezens of wa-
ter samples conducted in Tual-

adin parks and public facilities
showed lead levels above the
EPA lintil, Postema said.

“0Oyerall, | was very pleased
with the resulis,” he said.

Martin said Tigard only lesi-
ed three older water fountains
in its parks.

“Bverything else is nawer
than thal, so there shouldn’t be
arything n them,” he said, add-
ing the city does plan io run
similar lests in ils municipal
baildings.

Postema said he figures the
high lead level in one of the Ju-
rgens Pack fountain samples
may owe o ils censhructicn.

“I3rags, especially older brass,
¢loes contaln lead,” he noted.

Tigard and Tualatin have

spokeswoman said in Jupe.
gl —

meved 1o conduct lead testing
at their city-owned parks and
buildings after sampling results
announeed by Perlland Publie
Sehosls and the Portland Parks
and Recreation Depariment
showed high lead levels a$ sev-
oral locations, Perttand Pubile
Schools went 20 far as te shut
dovn all water fountains in its
sehools and issue boitled water
to students and staff late in the
2015-16 school year. .

The Tigard-Tualatin Scheol
District has been condueling
regular lead iests since 2013
and did not findd elevated levels
of the toxic meial in its most re-
cent sampling, which was con-
dueted in October, a distriet

oy,




Newport, CR
{Lincoin Co.)
Newport News Times

{Circ. 2xW. 7,011)
a0 52016

Allen's P.C.B. Est. 1888

LEAD SAFETY

Water testing results
show sampling flaws

BY CALLEY HAIR
Of the News-Times
744-7
LINCOLN COUNTY -
Three months ago, a random
sampHng of six water sources
from every schoo! in the Lin-
coln County School District
showed near-perfest water

reports — only cne faucet,
at Yaquina View Elementary,
raised any eyebrows with a
barely borderline lead con-
centration.

But this week, results from
comprehensive testing of ev-
ery school sink and faveet in
Newportand Waldport found
60 water sources above the
Oregon  Health  Awthority's
allowable action Lmit. And
the district is still waiting on
results from the schools in

LEAD SAFETY

Continued from page 1

randem testing could have
failed so spectacularly to in-
dicate the water's safety with
any sort of accuracy.

“It makes no sense what-
soever,’ Belloni said. “It was
random, we just sent the
plumber out and told him to
g0 do six per school”

The state action limit is
0.020 milligrams of lead per
iiter. So far, the highest con-
centration has been found
at Newport Middle School,
where a sink in Room 3128
contains 122 times the allow-
able limit at 2.44 mg/I..

The rest of Newport and
‘Waldport’s high concentra-
tions range from 0.0206 to
0.681 mg/L. Mathemati-
cally speaking, it's 2 bizarre
discovery, considering the

highest lead level uncovered
during May's random testing
didn't even reach the state
limit at 0.0192 mg/I.

“Lottery-wise, we probably
would have won the lottery for
picking the right ones — or the
wrong ones,” Belloni said.

Tolede and Lincoln City.
Now, LCSD Support Ser-

vices Director Rich Belloni is

trying to figure out how the

LEAD SAFETY on Page A0

v

It could have been sheer
luck. But it's more likely that
the samples pulled as pert
of the tests were skewed, he
said.

When drawing for the
random checks, the distriet
plumber pulled samples al-
most exclngively from bub-
blers and water fountains,
operating under the assump-
tion thatlead in a water foun-
tain would poste a greater po-
tential health risk to students
than lead in a sink.

“I didn't give him direc-
tions. I just said, ‘go cut and
do six tests for every school so
we czn tell whether we've got
lead in the water or not,” Bel-
loni said.

The plumber’s decision
to test ooly the most direct
source of ingested water, said
LCSD Superintendent Steve
Boynton, Is understandable.

“Wetried to dothings where
the water might be being
consumed, rather than used
for nor-censumable purpos-
es," Baynton said. “Bathreom
sinks where you're washing
hands wouldn't, necessarily
be as high of a pricrity”

But so far, a5 the test results
from Eugene-based Analyti-
cal Laboratory Gronp trickle
back in to the distrjct, it ap-
pears that most of the con-
taminated sources are com-
ing from sinks ~ specifically,
sinks' with fixtures replaced
within the last three years.

That pattern all but elirmi-

nates the schools’ inmternal
plumbing as the source of the
lead, especially since replac-
ing the original copper piping
under the south wing of Ya-
quing View Elementary with
2 brand-new CPVC model
failed to fix the issue, Belloni
said,

“It must be the fixture it-
self, Belloni said, “At least for
now, that's what we've got to
think”

The district still faces more
questions than answers. As
the support services staff
sorts through wpward of
1,000 test results from every
scheol sink and fountain in
the county, they're looking for
mare patterns to help trace
the source of the lead leach-
ing into the students’ water.

Specifically, they're trying

1o figure out if the sink fix-
tures in all of the lead-con-
tarminated sites came from
the same manufacturer, Bel-
loni said.

“It could be ... that’s the
common denominator,” Bel-
loni said.

Solving that puzzle is a race
against the clock. Swapping
out fixtures, resampling and
retesting can take months.
At Yaquina View Elementa-
1y, where the first borderline
sample was collected on May
31, that trial and error is still
ongeing.

“We do that until we get
completely clean samyples,”
Boynton said.

The students’ return from
summer vacation on Sept. 6
would complicate that pro-
cess considerably.

"If the repairs aren’t done,
we'll provide bottled water,”
Boynton said. “As always, the
safety of our kids is the high-
est pricrity”

744-7

Comtact reporter Calley
Hair at 54i-265-8571 ext.
211 or chair@newportnews-
titnes.coma

h
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Inside Greensprings D, one
of four sesidence halls built
in 1960 that house first-yeat

a drinking fountair
contained more thantwicet
and a kitchen faucet he
doubls the level, Ti
tested at the end

students,
lion,
close to

owned
from

thing,” Deen fountain,
*ye had very

y Russell Deer. The uni-
versity contracted with Neilson

Research Corp. to test fixtures

imat resulis coming back."”

#Someof the fixtures are

ing finding some!

an otder era. Wewereanticipat-
said, "Overall we’

of Environmental Health and

jnmore than 100 SO -

Safet:
buildings.

ide

followed an
extensive test of fixtures insh

tests taken in July. The results

followed announcements ear-
lier this sumsmner that drinking

fountains and a faucet were
SOU facilities built before 2002,

removed hecause of tead levels
d faucets inside the Education-Bsychol-
The findings
according to  according to SOU Manager min

ogy building.

in four more SOU facilities

+

Water fountains an t
at one of theGreensprings resi-
dence halls, the Student Heaith

fixtures inside four more
5outhern Oregon Univer-
sity buildings, according to
and Wellness Genter, the Music

reports issued

Wednesday.

lavels of lead

L,

lif~"7

five buildings

5201
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Lead levels exceeding EPA  Building and Cox

will be replaced

By Hlck Morgan

Mait Fribune

action limits were found in
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June, showed 32,5 parts per
billion, while the faucet in the
second-floor kitchen showed
29.9 parts per billion, Both fix-
tures have been replaced, and
the new umits are being tested
to ensure they are in compt-
ance, Deen sald.

all other fixtures in the
Greensprings cormplex complied
with tests, SOU spokesman Jitn
Beaver said.

““hat was the enly one that
had an issue,” Beaver said.
*“(Greensprings) A, B and C
passed.” :

Two faucets were replacsdin
the 1964-built Student Health
and Wellness Center because of
1ead levels, Deen sald, Abreak
1oom fancet showed levels at
26.6 parts per billion, and aroom
Deen described as an “unused
cifice” in the bujlding had levels
of 16.6 parts per billion,

The unjversity removed a
drinking fountain in the first
floor of the 1¢72-built Music
Building after tests showedlead
levels at 41,1 parts per billion.
Deen said the fixture hasnt
been replaced because crews
are doing follow-up testing on
the plumbing source.

Afountainwastemoved from
the basement laundry area of the
1658-built Cox Hall, a facility
onee used as a student residence
hall that is now nsed for visitor
groups and conferences. The
drinking fountanresult was24.5
parts per billion.

“It's in 2n area that’s notused
right now,” Deen said.

Two water fountains and 2
faneet were remaoved in June
from the Education-Psychol-
ogy Building, The faucet has
beenteplaced, but replacernent
fountaing are awaiting further
testing. The wiriversity is also
deciding whether toreplace the
fountains with basic units or
more advanced ones, Deensaid.

Beaver said the nniversity
intends to have all fixtures in
compliance before the sehool
year starts in September.

Although it didn't exceed the
federallimit far Jead, one drink-
ing fountain was replaced in
the DeFoer Sculpture Building
because it showed copper levels
at1.41milligrams per liter, abave
the EPA Hmit of 1.3. Ingesting
high levels of copper can cause
nausea, vomiting and diarrhea,
sccording tothe Centers for Dis-
eage Control and Preventionin
Aflanta,

The investigation of water
sotyees at SQU followed news
of 2 water crisis in Flint, Mich.,
where tests found lead levelsin
the lnmdreds or even thousands
of parts per billion.

—Reach reporter Nick Movgan
at 541-776-4471 ornmor=
gan@mailtribune.com.
Follow him on Twitler at @
MTCrimeBeat.
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Lead in water at Wright Elementary

MNATALIE PATE
STATESMAMN JOURNAL 7447
Five faucets and one drinking foun-
tain at Wright Elementary moﬁoomH in 8a-
lem have tested above the action leve}
for lead, school district officials said

Friday.

. There were no results above the ac-
tion Ievel for copper.

. TheSalem-Kejzer Public School’s ac-
tion leve] of 15 parts per billion (pph) for
lead is stricter than the level set by the
EPA of 20 ppb.

%bm faucet’s level was as high as 5¢
pEb.

These locations have been taken out
of service and labeled, said Jay Remy, a
spokesperson for the district.

He saidparents would be notified lat-
er Friday and told how to access the re-
ports online at www.salkeiz.k12.or.us.

_ The TRC Environmental Corpora-
tion has been directed to have addition-
al samples for these six locations ana-
lyzed.

Contact Natalie Pate at
npate@Statesmantoumnal.com,  503-
3996745 or follow on Twitter @Nat
nﬂw:ﬂuﬁm or www.Facebook.comMat
aliepatejournalist.

. DANIELLE nﬂ_.mwmo_p J STATESMAN JOURNAL
TRC Technician Shawn Contreraz prepares to take a lead testing sample from 2 faucet on ._g__w,h

20 at Pringke Elementary School in South Salem, Five f; inki
a N aucets and ane drinking fountain at
Wright Elementary Schocl have tested above tha action level for [ead, u...._._oo_m_ommnmmw Mmﬂ_.
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Lead
found
at four
schools

Faucets replaced,
another round of
testing scheduled

By ALEXA LOUGEE
East Oregonfan
744-7

Extensive water
testing in Hermiston’s
schools found 19 faucets
with elevated levels of
lead, but none that were
considered primary
drinking sources.

The Hermiston School
District tested 853 sources
of water throughout
the distict and found
instances of lead in four
schools:

+  Hemiston High
School, the largest
school in the district. had
13 sources of elevated
lead, all of them sinks in
science classrooms  that

instruction.

- Highland Hills
Elementary had three
sourees, nciuding two
classroom  sinks and a
kitchen spray nozzle,

« Sandstone Middle
School had two kitchen
dish-washing sipks with
elevated lead,

Middle School, one of
the newest buildings in
the district, had one hand-
washing station in the
kitchen where elevated
lead wes found.

All  other schools,
including the district’s
oldest building — Rocky
Heights Elementary
School «— came back with
no elevated lead samples.

The district has already
taken measures to remedy
elevated lead sources.
According to Mike Kay,

See LEAD/SA J\

LEAD: Testing began July 5

Continued from LA

the district’s executive director of operations, the first
step is to replace faucets and spray nozzles, which the
district has already done. The sources are also tagged
with large signs that direct people not to use them.

Each elevated source has been retested and results
are pending. The results will defermine the next steps. If
a new fixture still reflects high levels of lead, the district
will begin the process of replacing pipes.

The district began testing July 5, afier the Oregon
Health Authority recommended all public schools and
day care centers test their water for lead using acered-
jted drinking water testing labs. The recommendations
came after elevated lead was found in drinking water
throughout Portland public schools. Mest recently, the
Medford School District reported high lead levels at
three elementary schools.

The recommendarion, from OHA asked distriots 1o test
all water sites that could reasonably be used for drinking
water, Hermiston School District facilities crew took that
instruction a step Turther, including testing janitor closet
mop faucets because coaches have been Jmown to fill
water coolers from there. They also tested outside hose
fancets and bathroom sinks. Kay said they tested these
secondary sites because “jt was the right thing to do.”

The district sent samples to Analytical Laboratory
Group and Anatek Laboratory Group, both aceredited
water lestings companies.

Kay estimates the district will have spent at least
$13,000 on lead testing, but is optinistic the district will
recefve reimbursement from the state.

Harmiston School District gets its water from the
city of Hermiston’s municipal water system, which,
according to public records, receives regular testing and
continually meets state and federal lead thresholds.

Kay gave a presentation on the water results to the
Hermiston Board of Education Monday night. Board
chair Karen Sherman responded favorably to the
district’s efforts.

“Thank you, Mike, to you and your staff, for going
the extra mile in making stwe that our kids are safe and
our staff” she said, “I appreciate all the hard work, [
think the thick document shows a lot of time and energy
that went into it. That's the right way to do it, and we
appreciate all your efforts.”

The thick document she referred to was a three ring
binder holding all the testing documentation for the district.

On Friday, Kay received notice that the Oregon
Health Authority would be requiring all school districts
to test all water sources for Iead,

“T'm very pleased with our staff and being proactive
to get ahead of this,” Kay said.

OHA also will require that after the initial testing
this year, districts must test a small portion of sites at
every building each yesr. If one of those small samples
comes back elevated, all sites at that building will have
to nndergo testing,

The school district’s water was last believed to have
beer, tested in 2002.

Also at Monday night's board meeting, members
voted unanimously to appoint Bonnie Luisi to fill the
board seat vacated by Maria Duron, who left for a
paid position with the district office. Luisi worked as
% classified employee for Hermiston School District

for 22 years before retiring and has served on various
committees throughout the district. Her term will end
Tune 30, 2017, at which point she may run for election
to the board. 7447
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Tests on fixtures find
7 elementary sites
with elevated levels

ANTHONY REMEL
Lervallis Gazelle Times

Seven of the Corvallis Schoot
District’s  eight elementary
schools have elevated levels of
lead in the water in at least one
location, the district announced
Monday.

Only Hoover Elementary
School, which at 48 years old is
the newest elementary building in
thedistrict, had no fixtures show-
ing actionable levels of lead, under
U.S. Eanvironmentai Protection
Agency standards,

The results came from dis-
trictwide testing of water fixtures
performed in July, after lead was
found in the water in Portland
schools. An amendment to the
Safe Drinking Water Act in 1986
banned installation of lead pipes
and reduced the amount of lead
alkowed in fixtures, but alt district
elementary schools predate that
law. The average age of elementary
schools in the district is 59 years.

An announcement on the dis-
triet’s website says it is shutting
off water to the fixtures with ac-
tionable lead levels and posting
warning signs on them. The dis~

trict will replace the fixtures and
retest them to make sure they are
safe.

Late last month, the district

L.

b | , f
/] Lead detected in school

apnounced preliminary results £

that skowed armmounts of lead ex-
ceeding EPA aclionable levefs in
a dozen locations st Jefferson Ei-
ementary. {See the related story
on Page A2 for a school-by-school
breakdown.)

.District officials said they last
did comprehensive lead testing
in 2000 and replaced all fixtures
ghat showed etevated lead Ievels
mn2002.

At that time, original fixtures
that contain lead that did not

show elevated levels of lead were
e

leftinplace, Pipes in the district’s
elementary schools, which are on
average nearly 40 years old, could
have also have Jead soldering.

ANIBAL DRTIZ, GAZETTE TIMES

Afaucet in Room 18 at Jefferson Elementary that showed elevated lead

Please see Lead, Page A2

levels is seen in July.

[

Lead

From Al

Aceording to the district,
the lead testing this year
cost about $13,000.

Kim Patten, facilities and
maintenance manager for
the district, said after the
district Tesoived the lead
issues in 2002, it did not
perform lead testing again
because it has limited re-
SOUICes,

"“There are a lot of com-
peting issues with inade-
quate funding; she said,

“On average our elemen-
taries are neatly 60 years
old;” said Ryan Noss, who
started as the district’s su-
perintendent in July. “With
that number of facilities dt
that age, there are a lot of
competing needs,” fie said,

Patten said she has al-
ready ordered $20,000

worth of new fixtures, and
they wiil be replacing not
just the fixtures where ac-
tionable levels were re-
ported, but those close to
actionable ievels, including
two at Hoover. Patten, who
has worked at the distriet
sinee before 2000, said that
while the district replaced
fixtures in 2002, there was
still an allowable amount of

SCHOOL RESULTS

Here are school-by-schoo results of the lead testing,
showing how many fixtures at each elementary schoot
had levels exceeding EPA action levels:

= Adams Schoo had one fixture exceeding EPA action
levels, The location of that fixture was not clear from

the district’s report.

m Garfield had seven fixtures axceading FPA actionable
lavels, including in classrooms 5, 11,14, 17, 19 and 28.

» Lincoln had two ixtuses at actionable levels, in class-
room 122 and the Lions Club office, )

m Mountain View hidd three fixtures exceeding EPA ac- ~
tienable levels, iri classroom 18, the music coamand

the cafeteria.

» Wilson had 22 fixtures showing elevated levels of
lead, including tlassrooms 9,11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 18,19,
20, 21, 26, the library, the counseling office and the

health room.

w Franklin K-8 had fead at or above actionable levels in
11 fixtures, ineluding classrooms 1, 5, 11, 15, 20, 22,54

and the library.

lead in the new fixtures (the

EPA says from 1986 to 2014
plumbing materials couid
be labeled lead-free and
still contain up to 8 percent
lead). Patten said at least
one of the fixtures testing
with actionable levels of
lead was installed in 2002,
a rarely used faucet ina li-
brary work room at Jeffer-
son.

Patten added that it is
the rarely used fixtures
that present the biggest

problem, because walet
sitting in faucets causes
the corrosion that releases
lead, She said that in some
schools, older original fix-
tures that contained higher
amounts of lead were left
in place in 2002 if they did
not have actionable lev-
els of lead; however, those
fixtures were labeled that
they should not be used for
drinking water.

Noss said the district is
in the process of develop-

Lead exposure symptoms

According to the Oregon Public Health Division, the fol-
lawing are symptams of fead exposure in children:

m Tiredness or loss of energy.

m Hyperactivity.

m Reduced attention span,
= [rritability or crankiness.
= Poor appetite.

m Weight loss,

m Trouble sleeping.

m Constipation.

® Aches or pains ii the stomach,

Long-term lead exposure in children can cause brain
damage, lowered inteiligence, behavior and tearning
problems, and impaired speech and language develop-

neat.

ing anew leng-range facil-
jties plan that will address
safety issues, He added that
the district may consider
policies to mandate more
frequent water testing.

Moss, who has two chil-
dren who went through
district elementary schools,
said safety is his primaryre-
sponsibility,

“As a parent, I feellike the
district has dealt with these
situations as they have
arisen he said. "I feel iike
immediate action is called
for and I feel like we are do-
ing that”

Lecal health officials en-
courage parents to contact

their medical providers if
they believe their child is
showing symptoms of lead
exposure, whichin children
include tiredness or loss of
energy, hyperactivity, re-
duced attention spazn, irri-
tability or crankiness, poor
appetite, weight loss, troa-
ble sleeping, constipaticn
and aches or pains in the
stomach,

Test results from the
district’s middle and high
schools still are pending.

Antheny Rimei can be
reached at anthony.rimel@
lea.net, 541-758-9526, or via
Twitter @anthonyrimet.
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Schools reveal
lead filter foul-ups

By Bethany Barnes and Betsy Hammond
The Oregonian/CregonLive

Portland Public Schools expetienced multiple seri-
ous problems when attempting to nstall water filters
to improve safety on school drinking fountains, dis-
trict records show:

The district knew its water fountains gave off
water that contained lead, and resorted to installing
filters that it believed would remove the neurctoxin.
The district mistakenly believed that filters adver-
tised as “Jead-reducing” were effective, even though
those filters were not certified to remove lead.

Lead removal filters cost about $100 and are
proven by independent laboratories to reduce lead
to below 10 parts per billien, The district used filters
thatin 2008 cost $12.87 apiece.

Contracts for water filter monitoring and installa-
tion, showing repeated errors with filter efforts, were
among thousands of pages of Teports, work orders,
emails and other documents released Monday in
Tesponse to a June records request from The Orago-
Tian/OregonLive.

The records request followed revelations the dis-
trict knew about elevated lead levels in water and
dido't immediately release information. The docu-

See Lead, A4
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ments offer fresh insight into
a drinking water controversy
that led to Superintendent
Carole Smith’s departure and
has sinice drawn attention to
other safety hazards, such as
the far more dangerous issue
of Jead paint.

In 2007, the new records
show, the district paid a con-
actor, CH20), toinstall nearly
700 water filters on fountains
at 78 schools. But it realized
in spring 2008 that the com-
pany had used the wrong
filters, So that surnmer, the
district and CH20 split the
$5,000 cost for 700 new fil-
ters, the contract shows.

In fall 2011, the district paid
a different firm, Payne Con-
struction, to install filters on
30 drinking fountains at 17
schools. They were supposed
ic last until March, when
they would be replaced, the
contract says.

Instead, here is what hap-
pened: “Schools opened for
theyear on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 6. This was the first day
of use for the new fountains.
The first filter to clog was
two days later at Cleveland
{High). By Sept. 22, within 12
days of use, every filter was
clogged”

So the district paid Payne
an extra $2,200 to replace
themall

Many school water foun-
tains were never equipped
with filters, the records show.
Grant High, for example, was
provided with just one filter,
contracts show, The school
has 20 drinking fountains,
two of which gave off high
levels of lead during testing
this summer.

The district contracted
with Payne to install new
water filters in 2012, 2013
and 2014. It appeared that
the district did not hire any
company to change the fil-
ters after summer 2014.

The Oregonian/OregonLive
requested all contracts
the district issued for filter
replacement, and the dis-
wict dide't provide any that
extended beyond 2014.

When asked why it
stopped contracting for filter
replacement, however, the
district turmed over a record
it had failed to include in its
initial response. “There was
anissuewiththe systern pull-
ing the info,” district spokes-
woman Courtney Wastling
said.

The final contract was with
Payne, as well. It authorized
paying the firm $34,000 to
Teplace 866 filters at nearly
100 schoolslast summer. The
district provided a detafled
list of a1l 866 locations where
new filters were needed,

All that painstaking detail
wltiznately may have been
for naught, as some foun-
tains that gave off lead never
made thelist, and sorne foun-
tains that got a filter gave off
lead anyway, since the filters
weren’t certified to remove
lead.

The lead controversy that
has rofled the district for
much of the spring and sum-
mer was launched in large
part by a very insistent par-
ent at Rose City Park School
who wanted evidence that
drinldng water was safe to
drink. March Water testing
found high levels of lead at
twodrinking fountains, along
with numerons sinks, at that
school.

One, in room 200, had
been oytfitted with a new
Pentak filter in fall 2015.
The other one, in room 100,
never made Portland Public
Schools’ list of 866 fountains
needing a lead filier.

Emails also shed light on
how the district maintained
a policy against Jetting stu-
dents and staff drink from
sinks even as it took pains
to downplay those concetns
in communicatiens with the
public,

The move sparked an

internal controversy years
before this year's revelations
plunged the district into tur-
moil.

In 2012, the district Iabeled
sinks at Rigler Elementary
School after a parent com-
plained about not knowing
the sinks were off-limits for
drinking. The complaint first
turned up in areport by local
law firm Stoll Berne, which
the district paid to investi-
gate its recent bungled lead
testing.

Erin Barnett, 3 district
communications employee
at the time, planned to put
up the stickers districtwide,
before top faclities officials
shut her down. The emails
released Monday show offi-
cials stopped the stickers
after failing to find a warning
that wouldn't be too alarm-
ing.

A copy of the proposed
stickers, included in the
emails, said simply this: “Do
not drink water from this
sink, Please use the drink-
ing fountain” The stickers
showed an image of a faucet
with a cancel sign over it.

Originally, the cancel sign
was red. But officials wortied

BETH NAKAMURA/STAFF

Mary school water fourtains were not equipped with water
filters, records show,

the color red would be too
alarming and had the stick-
ers redone using black.

When thecolor change still
fziled to soften concems, the
district decided it wouldn't
post any warnings on sinks
that might be lead-laced.
Instead the district quietly
revised astatement about the
policy on its website.

“The sticker idea came
from several sources — we
pursued it at Rigler but it
made the Principal and

some staff nervous, even |

after revising the red-col-
ored image and writing to
regular text” wrote Heidi
Dempster-Johnson, execu-
tive assistant to the district’s
chief operating officer, Tony
Magliano. “Consequently,
we decided not to use stick-
ers throughout the district”

Maglianois or: paid admin-
istrative leave because of the
cumrent lead scandal

Districtwide water testing
this sumimer has revealed
nearly every Portland public
school has alead problem,

.

bbarnes@oregonian.com;
betsyhammond
@oregonian.com
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Results show

elevated levels
of lead at 3
more schools

Lowrie,
Stafford,
Athey

By AHDREW KILSTROM
The Spokesman

- "Ihe West Linr-Wilsonville Sciiool
District vecently received drinking
waler resulés for Boones Feriy, Low-

CTEEk, rie and Stafford primarles and
Athey Creek Middle Scheol,
Boanes Test results indicated elevated lavels

receive
drinking
water
results

of lead at three of 73 locations al Slal-
ford, two of 111 lecations at Athey
Creek, one of 168 locations at Lowrie.
Boones Ferry Primary had no elevated
resuits. The elevated levels of Jead ex-
ceed 1he action level of 20 parts per bii-
lion (pph) set by the U.8. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

The West Linn-Wilsonviile School
District made the decision in June to
test water for ail its schools, working
with Pixis Labs Portland and starting
with its oldest bulldings.

Elevated levels at Stafford included
wo sink faueets in the kitehen and one
sink faucet in a classroons, with tests
indicating levels of 52.7 ppb, 43.3 ppb
and 20.3 ppb. Elevated levels al Athey
Creek were at a 1ab sink in a classroom
and a sink faucet in a restroom, with
levels of 25.5 ppb and 21 ppb, respective-
ly. The one clevated level at Lowrie,
memnviile, was at 1 hand-washing sink
in the kitchexn, with a result of 32.9 pph.

According to Superintendent Kathy
Ludwig, the distriet’s mission is to en-
sure drinking water was safe for stu-
dents before school started in Septem-
bert )

WIL-WYV hasn't {ested iis drinking
water ohsie in buildings in the past —
save for its three wells which are rou-
tizely tested — instead relying on the
regular testing by the City of West Linn
and the City of Wilsonville of their own
systems, Water scurees at individual
schools are not tesied by either city,
however.

The district has taken inmediate ac-
{lon at every school that indicated ele-
vate levels of lead by turning water off
at each Iocation, replacing the fixture in
quesiion and then retesting the prob-

lem area. The EPA mandates that sam-
ples come (rom Brst draw tests, mean-
ing the initial water from a faucet is

Ferry
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tested instead of letting water run for
any peried of time prior to gathering
the sample.

Ludwig said ¢he district will retest at
every probiem location until it can be
sure there are no issues with slovated
levels of lead, and Operations Director
Tim Woodley said in an email to par-
ents that results from the remaining
schoels in the distriel should be re-
ceived from Pixis Labs sometime mid-
August,

According fo the ET'A, even low levels
of lead in the blood of children can re-
sult in belavior and Jearning problems,
lower IQ and hyperaetivity, slewed
growth, hearing problems and anemia.

The districi anncurced elevated lev-
els of lead at Suniset Primary (four loca-
tions) and Wiliametie Primary {twe lo-
cations) in early July, but has already
replaced Gxlures and retested at those
locations. WI-WYV is also working on
replacing fixtures and refesting at Inza
R. Wood Middle Schoot (which showed
elevated levels at 13 locations), Arts and
Technoiogy High School {we loca-
tions), Rosement Ridge Middie School

LEFT: West
Lign-
Wilsonville's
Steva Matthlas
takos out a
clasaroam sink
fixture at Inza
R. Weod Middle
Sthoe! Taesday,
Ao, 2,

W

il

fhree locaiions) and Cedaroak Park
Primary (three lacations).
Results at Bolton Pritary and Boeek-

man Creek Primary indicatedzeroloca- of lead,

{lons with elevated levels of lead, Fhe-¥>

distriet is sfill walting on resulis for
‘Irilliem Creek Primary, West Linn
High School and Wilsouville High
School.

Contact Andrew Kilstrom af 503-636-1281 ext.
1120r uki'ls!rollt@pulnpl(nmedfu.com
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SPONESMAN PHUTOS: VEAK UTETARE
ows one of the old fixtures which produced drinking water tests indicating elevated lovels

Steve Matthias sh

+

Wilsonvitle, OR
(Clackamas Co.}
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(Circ. W, 3,338}
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Lead found i

Faucets replaced,
re-tests scheduled;
new board member
appointed

By ALEXA LOUGEE
Slaff Writer

Extensive water lest-
ing In Hermiston’s schools
found 19 Faucets with el-
evated levels of lead, but
none that were considered
primary drinking sources,

The Hemniston School
Pistrict tested 853 sources
of water throughoul the dis-
trict and found instances of
lead in four schoolfs;

* Henniston High School,
the largest scheot in the dis-
triet, had 13 sources of ele-
vated lead, all of them sinks
in science classrooms that
are now used for math in-
struction,

+ Highland Hilis Elemen-
tary had three sources, in-
cluding two classroom sinks
and a kifehen spray nozzle,

* Sandstone Middle
School had two kitchen
dish-washing sinks with ef.
evated lead.

» Armand Larive Middle
School, one of the newest
buiklings in the district, had
one hand-washing station
in the kitchen where elevat-
ed lead was found,

Alt other schools, ia-
cluding the district’s vldest
building — Rocky Heights
Elementary School — came .
back with no elevated lead
samples,

The district has already
taken measures lo remedy
elevated lead sources. Ac-
cording to Mike Kay, the
district’s executive director
of operations, the first step
is to replace faucets and
spray nozzles, which the
district has already done.
The sources are also [lagged'

with large signs that disect
pevple not to use them.

Bach elevated source has
been retested and results are
pending., The resulis will
determine the next sleps. B
a new fixture stifl reflects
high levels of lead, the dis-
trict will begin the process
of replacing pipes.

The district began test-
ing July 5, after the Oregon
Healih Authority recom-
mended all public schoels
and day care cenlers fest
their water for lead using
aceredited drinking  water
testing iabs. The recom-
mendations came afler el-
evated lead was found ia
drinking water throughont
Poriland public schools,
Most recently, the Medford
School Disttiel  reported
high lead [evels at thiee el-
ementary schoals.

The
from QA nsked districts to
test all water sites that could
reasonably be used for drink-
ing water. Hermiston School
District facilities crew took
that instruction a step fur-
ther, including sesting janitor
closet mop faucets because
coaches have been keown to
fil? water coolers from there.
They also tested outside hose
faucets and bathroom sinks.
Kay said they tested these
secondary sites because “it
was the mght thing to do,”

The district sent samples
to Analytical Laboratory
Group and Anatek Labora-
tory Group, both accredited
walter testings companies.

Kay estimates the dis-
trict will have spent at least
$13,000 on lead testing,
but is optimistic the district
will receive reimbursement
from the stale,

Hermiston Scheool Dis-
trict gets its water from the
city of Henniston’s munic-
ipal water system, which,
accordirg to public recards,
receives regitlar l'.ssting and

Hermiston, OR
(Umnatilla Co.)
Hermislor Herald
{Circ. 2xW. 1,301)

AUG 14 2618
Allen's P.C.B. Esl. 1888
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in water at four schools

A sink that tested positive for elevated lead levels fias boen
shut off and tagged,

continually meeis state and
federal lead thresholds.
Kay gave a presentation
on the water resulis (o the
Hermiston Board of Educa-

chair Karen Sherman re-
sponded favorably to the
district’s efforts.

“Thank you, Mike, to you
and your staff, for going the

that our kids are safe and our
slalf;” she said. “I appreciate
all the hard work, T think the
thick document shows a lot
of time and energy that went
inte it. That’s the rght way
to do if, ard we appreciate all
your efforts.”

The thick document she
referred to was a three ring
binder holding all the testing
documentation for the dis-
frict,

On Friday, Kay received
notice that the Oregon Health
Authunty would be requir-
ing all school districts to test
all water seurces for [ead,

“T'm very pleased with
our staff and being proactive
to get ahead of this,” Kay
said,

OHA also will reguire
that after the nitial testing
this year, disfricts must test a

tion Monday night. Bpard
recommendation . . r

\

cxira mile in making sue

small pertion of site{s atevery

building each year. If one of
these small samples comes
back elevated, all sites at that
building will have to under-
£o testing,

The school district’s wa-
ter was {ast believed to have
been tested in 2002,

Also at Monday night’s
board meeting, members
voled  unanimously to
appoint Bonnie Luisi to
fill the board seat vacai-
ed by Maria Duron, who
left For a paid position
with the distriet office.
Luisi worked as a classi-
fied employee for Hemm-
iston Schoot District for
22 years before retiring
and has served on vari-
ous commillees through-
out the district. Her term
witl end June 30, 2017, at
which point she may run

lecti N
for elec 1f)n to the boa{cE

LaGrande, OR
{Union Co.}
The Observer
(Cire. 3xW. 5,260)

oL o

Affen's P.CB. Fsh 1388

Hi¥
"Teh

found in
Imbler

water site

i@ High school
drinking fountain
quickly removed

By Dick Mason
The Observer
Tmbler Schoel District
officials received some
startling news Tuesday.
District officials learned
through Magic Valley Labs
in Twin Falls, Idahe, that
the water fyom one of Imbler
High School's fwo drinking
fountains had lead levels
higher than acceptable EPA
limits. The news prozmpted a
quick response, with Imbler’s
maintenance director Mark
Lanman removing the drink-
ng fountain within hours of
the news, seid Scheol District
‘Superintendant Angie Lakey-
Campbell, A new drinking

See Lead / Ege 7A
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Lead Testing
Results for
Hermiston School

4T District

HERMISTON - Hermiston
Schoof District tested 853 sites
and tdentified 19 locations with
sievated lead levels across its
schools. None of the locations are
aprimary drinkingsource, Elevated
tevels of lead were found in hand
washing stations, bathrooms, and
other secendary sources at Her-
miston High Schoo, Highland Hills
elementary school, and Jn kitch-
ens at Armand Larive and Sand-
stone middle schogls,

. The results will be reviewed
with the Hermiston School Boarg
on August 8, 2016 as part of 2
comprehensive review of the
school distrigt's water system pro-
vided by Executive Director of
Operations, Mr. Mike Kay.

In April 2018, state offigials
and the Oregon Health Authority
(OHA) made the recommendation
that ait public schools and day
care centars tesl thelr water for
!ea(i this summey, using accred-
Ited drinking water testing labs to
process waler samples for fead.

Each schoal district needs fo:

1) ldentifyifthereareany sources of
fead hy testing alf taps used for
dr;_nk_ing or faod preparation in the
building to idenily any fead prob-
lems. 2) Stop aceass lo students,
stalf, and community members to
those water faps that have more
than 15 parts per billion of lead. This
would include shutting off taps,
covering and fagging water foun-
tains. 3) Communicate the tast re-
sults with studenis, famiies and
community. 4) Mitigate and cormrect
anyprcblemshyreplacingthesourcas
oflead inthe plumbing systems using
the Environmental ~Profection
Agency's {EPA) guidelines.

Coos Bay, OR
{Caos Co.)
The World

{Circ. W, 9,272)

AUG 11 2016

Affen’s P.C.3B. Fst. 15858

With assistance from Delta
Environzmentat, Table Rock Ana-
Iyticai Laboratory, the Analytical
taboratory’s Grozzp and Analek
Laboratory Group; the mainie-
nance staff wers trained in sam-
pling processes and procedures
including the chain of custody of
handiing samples. The staff prac-
ticed sampling processes aad
gocumentation which was re-
viewed by Delta Envirenmental.

The Hermisten School Dis-
trictwas aggressive on identifying
festing sites and identified twe
types of sites: primazy drinking
iocations and secondary loca-
tions. Primary locations Included
drinking fountains and normal
places students and staif would
use for drinking. The sesondary
locations included exterior hose
bibs, bathroom, kitchen aad sci-
ence sinks. Both primary and sec-
ondary locations were tested fo
include all potential sites foliow-
ing the recommended EPA lesting
process. We also fequesied infor-
mation from the City of Hermislon
in accordance with EPA require-
ments.

To-date 853 sites have heen
{ested. We have received the re-
sults for 834 sites and are walting
{o hear Dack the results on the
Kennison Field site.

Results receivedthus farshow
that primary drinking sites did not
excead lead levels. All elevated sites
were secondaty sites, All the el-
evated sies have been shul off al
the valve, they have been tagged
as "do not use,” all surface equip-
ment has been replaced, afl sites
have bean retested and we are
waiting on follow up rasults. All
elevated sites wilt remain tagged
until corrective action is complete.

Medford, OR
{Jackson Ce.)
Medford Mail

(Cire. D. 51,500)

A6 112818
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MEDFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT

Source of high lead levels still unknown

New tests show low
levels at Jackson and
Roosevelt, Medford
district says

7447

By Teresa Thomas
Mail Tiibure

Medford School District offi-
cials are still tsying to defermine
the source of high lead levels
found in the water at Jack-
son and Roosevelt elementary
sclioals three weeks ago, Last
week, the Medford Water Com-
rmission pulled out the metersat
botly scheols and drew samples
from the service line between
the meter and the water main.
Of the 32 samples taken at Jack-
son and the 26 samples tzken at
Roogevelt, they submitted a total
of 23 to Nelison Research Corp.
for aralysis and then replaced
the metess at both schoots with
nawer, more aceurate meatess.

The results from these {ests
were released Tuesday and all
were under the U,5. Envison-
mental Protection Agency’s
threshold for public water sys-
temns of 15 parts per billion. The
highest reading was 11 pp, but
most tested arcund 1 pph, said
Sara Bristol, the cormission's
public information coordinater,

“1t definitely shows that our
part of the service ling is not the
soll.:lrce of the problem,” Rristol
said.

‘The distriet tested the water
fromn: 47 fxtires at Roosevelt on
July 12 and 49 fixtures at Jacksom
on July 1¢. Of those, 38 at Roos-
evelt and 36 at Jackson had leed
Ievelsexceeding the EPA's action
levelfor schools of 20 ppb, some
ashigh as nine timesthe limit.

If it had been the water going
into the building, it would have
peen high everywhere, Bristol
said.

Ron Havniear, the distriet’s
facilities and support services
manager, described the tests
a5 "snapshots in time” and said
that, althcugh the Eests show
that the waler takenat the meter
on Aug, 2 and Aug, 4 was good,
“they don't necessarily give us
apleture of what the water was
three weeks ago.”

‘Fhe district has since shut off
thewatertothecorrpt fixtures;
distributed water bottles to the
Kids Unlisnited staff and kids
nsisig the buildings; and, cn July
31, retested the fixtures with the
highest readings and the fix-
tures in the schoois closest io
the meter,

Results from the July 31 tests
showed that the fidures with
highestlead levels werenolonger
emitting hiplalevels of lead, said
Havniear.

Fixiures at Roosevelt that
tested at 184 and 105 parts per
billion on July 12, tested st less
than 2 and 3 parts per biflion
on July 31. Simifarly, fixtures at
Jacksonibattested at154 and 139

parts perbillion on July 19, tested
at 2.55 and 1.98 parts per billion
on july 3l

“It's an anomialy,” Havniear
sald. "Theyare new schools witl:
new plumbing, and the city's
tests showihe water was good ...
sowhatever (cansed theelevated
lead lavels) was an enomaly.”

Nonetheless, the district
went ahead and replaced some
sugpect plunbing components
at both schools with certifled,
lead-free components that
mest today's standardsand, this
week, retested every fixture in
the buildings to see whether the
problem wasreselved, Havinear
said.

Results from thisround of tests
shonidbeavailableby the end of
the weok, he said.

The district also flushed the
enbiresystem Wednesday for go
ninutes and pulled anadditinnal
15 samplestouseforcomparative
analysls,

“Unless thezesults come back
good, we will continue to look
at the data and do some com-~
parison and continue to work
through the process of elimina-
tion,” Havniear said, “And, in
the meantime, we will continue
o provide an adequate and safe
supply of water.”

—~Redch edieation reporier
Teresa Thomas af §41-776-
4497 or tthomas@maitiribune.
com, Follow her af wnw. twit-
ter.com/teresathomas_mi,

-

CB school water tests negative for lead

Both drinking and
cooking water are safe

for new school year
HILIAN WARD 7447
The wortd
COO0S BAY — The Coos Bay
School District brought home an
uA® after tost resulls came hack
negative foz lead in its water,
Testing started in May after
Lead was discovered in schools in
Portland and Fugene, and initial
test results in June reported jead

at Blossom Gulch Eiementary.
The levels of lead were weil be-
low the “acticnable” level, which
is 15 parts per billion (ppb). The
amonnt found at Biossom Gulch
was 2 ppb.

«pur drinking and cooking wa-
ter in the schools and the district
office comply with water reguia-
tions? sald school board chair-
man Adrian DeLeon. “Qur Main-
tenance Manager Rick Roberts
fad samples collected from each
of our buildings, sent them to the
lab, and ail the results came back
well below the maximum limit”

The results showed “non-de-
tected" at Eastside School, Bun-
ker Hill, Millicoma, Pirate Hall
and the Harding building.

Marshfield Tligh Sehool's east
gym showed 0.00269 ppb, which
is also below the 15 ppb limit.

The last time the Coos Bay
Schoot Distrist tested its water
was in 2002. Those results also

showed noen-detected in Blos-
som Gulch, Madison, Millieoma,
Bunker Hili, and Sunset. How-
ever, Milner Gresi showed the
water at 3 ppb in 2002, Eastside
at 8 ppb, and Clharleston at 17

ppb. Both Charlesten and East-
side are no longer being used as
schools, and Milner Crest serves
as the district's administration
building.
uCharleston was the only
school that came in over the ac-
tionable level back then, Roberts
said Inaprevicus interview. “The
ather tests showed ourt scheols
considerably under 15 pph.”
Roberts believes some thie ppb
levels are showing up above zero
because the building’s are old,
and though the pipes are not
made of lead, lead soldering was

used on the joints.

The final results from the other
huiidings have come back in time
before schoot starts, which is
Sept. 6 for kindergarten through
eighth grade, and Sept. 7 fov
ninth through 12th grade.

The test results can be found
online at www.cbd9.net/main-
tenance.

Reparter fillian Ward can be
reached at 541-269-1222, ext. 235,
or by emall at jillian.ward@the-
worldiink.com. Follow her on Twit-
ter: @IE_ Wardwriter,
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Results

elévated levels

of lead

area schools

Stafford Primary School, Athey Creek
Middle School both show elevated levels

fly AUOREW KILSTROM
Pawmplin Medie Group

o

The two West Linn-Wilso-
vitle public schools closest
1o Tualatin showed elevated
levels of lead in {heir waler
in vecent festing, the West
Linn-Wilsonville School Dis-
{yied announced.

Test resulls indicated elevat-
ed lovels of lead in the waler at
three af 13 lacatiens al Staflord
Primary Sclool and two of 111
locations al Athey Ureek Mid-
dle Schoal, the district said.
Roth schools are lucated cast of
Tuatatin and east of Southwest
5011 Avenue, a seciion of Tuala-
tin's Fox Hill nelghborhoad that
falls within the schools’ atten-
dapee areas.

Fire elevated levels of lead
exeeed ihe aclion level of 20
parts per billion {ppb) sel by
the .8, Enviromyental Protec-
tion Agency.

Fievated levels at Slaffordin-
gluded {wo sink faucets in he
Kitchen and ene sink fasicel ina
classroom, with tests indicating
tevels of 52.7 pb, 43.3 ppb and
20.3 pph. Hlevated leveis al
Athey Creek were at a lah sink
i 0 classroom ond a sink faucel
in a restroom, with levels ol 25.5
ppb and 1 ppb, ragpectively.
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The West Linn-Wilsonville

gion inJune to test water for all
its schools, stariing with its
oldest buildings and working
with Pixis Labs in Portland.

Superintendent Katny Lud-
wig told the Wilsonville
Spokesman, The Times’ sister
paper, that the district will en-
sure drinklng water is safe for
students hefors schaol staris in
September, and that the dis-
triet i¢ in the process of fixiag
preblem areas.

Lead in water a regional
CONGErD, BONLroVOrsYy

The Tigard-Tualatin Sehoo)
District, which covers most of
Tigard and Tualalin and alt of
Durham and King City, has
peen conducting annual lead
testing since 2015 Disirict
spokeswoman Susan Stark
Haydon said in June that the
mest recent round of tesling,
conducted last October, had
turned up no elevated levels of
lead in district schools and [a-
cilities. !

Unlike its Pigard-Tualatin
connterpart, the West Linn-
Wilsonville Schood District
hasn't fested lts drinking water
on-site in buildlngs in the past
__gave for ifs threa wells which

are Toutinely tested. Insteud,
the district has relied on regu-
Lar testing by the cities of West
Linn ad Wilsonvitle of their
own systems, Waler sources at
individual ‘schogls bave not
previously been Lested by ei-
ther city, however.

The distriel has taken imme-
diate action at each sehool that
indicated elevated levels of
jead by turning water off at
ench lecation, replacing the fix-
tures in question and then re-
testing the problen: areas. The
EPA mandates that samples
come from first draw tests,
meaning the initial water from
a fancet is lested instead of let-
ting water rar: for any perlod of
time prior tc gathering the
sample.

Ludwig said the distriet will
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relest ai every problem loca-
tion until it car be suye there
are no igstes with elevated ley-
els of lead. Operations Direclor
Tim Woodley said in an email
to parens that results frons the
remaining schools in the dis-
trict should be received from
Pixis Labs sometlme in mid-
August.

According to the EPA, even
low levels of lead in the blood of
children cau result 1 behavior
and learning protiems, lower
10 and hyperactivity, slowed
growth, hearing problems and
anemia.

Controversy over high lead
levels in the drinking water ai
several Portiand Pablic $chools
canspuses and that school dis-
trict’s response this spring led
to the resignation of Superin-

swia|qoad pesj

tendent Carcle Swmith last
month and calls for regular
lead Lusting in other Porlland-
area schioo} disiricls.

Obler test resslts
in West Linn-Wilsonviile

Flsewhere in the West Linn-
Wilsanville School Districl, one
of 108 lacalions at Lowrie Pel-
mary Sehool in Witsonville also
tested at a higl Jead level in its
water, a kitchen sink with a re-
sult of 32.9 pph. Boones Ferry
Primary Selool, which was al-
so tegted, had ne elevated ve-
sults, according Lo the district.

The district announced ele-
vated Jevels of lead in the water
at Suiset (four locations) and
Willamette {{wo locations) ele-
mentary schoolg in early July,
hut has already replaced fix-

tures and retested at those jo-
catipns.

The district is also working
on replacing fixiures und re-
lesting &t Tnza B, Wood Middle
Sehiool (which showed elevated
levels ot 13 Jocations), Arts &
Technology High Schoot {lwg
locations), Rosemont Ridge
Middle School {threc locations}
snd Cedaroak Park Primary
School (three tocations).

Resulis at Bolton and Boeck-
man Creek primary schools in-
dicated zere locations with el-
pvated levels of lead In €heir
waler. The digtrict Is still wait-
ing on results for Trillium
Creek Primary, West Linm Ifigh
and Wilsonville High school.

- ;
Aark Milter coniribured to this re-
part. -
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Schools find
lead in water

By Edward Stratton
EC Media Group

Several waler laps have
beerr switched off in Seaside
and Astorin as lead-testing re-
sulls for loca? school districts
start to trickle in.

Superintendent Craig Hop-
pes of the Astozin Schoo? Dis-
izt said two fountains at As-
toria High School tested at 17
and 74 parts of lead per billion,
respectively, and were shut off.

The U.5. Environmental
Protection Agency recom-
merids schieols collect 250
milliliter first-draw  saiples
of slagnant wafer from outlets
used for censumption, taking
thiens out of service if the lead
level exceeds 20 parts per bil-
lion. The trigger for treatment
in a public water system is 15
parts per bilfion.

The schood district, which
fested at several spols in
cach school, shut off alf other
fountains at the high scheot
& A precaution while it uns
additicnal tests to defermine
whether on-campus phumb-
ing or yrater coming into the
school is the fssue,

“Asioria School District
and the city are dedicated {o
eliminating lead froin drinking
water, but it’s not uncommon
for small amoms to be feund
due to leacking fiom service
lines, pats, and fittings," Hop-
pes wrole in a letter sent to
pavents and guardians Mon-
day. “These trace amounls of
lead raely if ever canse acute
illnesses, Only witl: prolonged
exposwre can fead bioaccu-
mulate in the body and cause
health issues.”

In the letter, Hoppes said
fests at 30 spots around the
city last year showed clean
drinking water below tle EPA
tlireshold for treatment,

“While the cify provides
wafer that is lead-free, it cannot
controf the pipes and fixtures
past the service conncetion,”
Hoppes wrole, encouraging

waler custerners 10 use newer -

fixtures and fead-free plumb-
ing,

Seaside  Superintendent
Sheila Roley said the school
district has identificd two Joca-
tiens with elevated Jead fevels.

“We tested almost 40 dif
ferent locations ir the schools,
and coly found $wo that had
levels that exceeded” bench-
marks, Roley said. She added
that both were in the teens of
parts per billien.

Cne was the hose in a boil-
er room that does not provide
drinking waler, Roley said,
while the other was a sink in
the concession stand at Sea-
side High School prismarify
used for cleaning, She said the
school district has also shut
down olher sinks approaching
the thresheld of 20 parits per
biliion and is performing ad-
ditional tesis to determine the
cause of high lead concertra-
tions.

Crowded fabs

In addition 1o finding the
source of the pollution, the
problem is  petting fimely
resuits back. The discovery
of high lead velumes in two
Portland schools, along with
the public relations disaster
thai followed, spurred many
districts throughout the slate
to start testing this spring. Gov.
Kate Brown and other state
leaders have called for yeasly
reports on Jead ang other lox-
ins from every schooi district.

Astoria and olher Clatsop
County districts started test-
ing in June. Coly in the past
week did Asteria and Scaside
School District receive their
results back frem a lab.

"“We tesled almost 40 dif
ferent locations in the scheals,
and only found two that had
levels that exceeded” bench-
marks, Seaside Superinterdent
Sheila Roley said. She added
that botl: exceedances were in
the teens of parts per billion.

One was the hose in a boil-
er soont that coes oot provide
deinking providing nenpofa-
ble water, Roley seid, while
the ciher was a sink in the
concession stand st Seaside
High School primanly used
for cleaning. She said the
school district s also shut
down other sinks approaching
the threshold of 20 parts per
Dillion and is performing ad-
ditional tests fo determine the
cause of higl fead concenira-
fions.

Officiais from both War-
renton-Hammond and Knappa
sald their school districts are
still waiting for resulls,

Tewell School, which pro-
vides its owa vwater, is one of
the few districls in she siate
that was gleady tequired o
test for lead wilh the Oregon
1leal(h Authority, Results from

previous ycars show the dis- -

trict’s water quality at or below

the benchmark of 0.015 milfi-

grams of lead per fifer
St

LaGrandé, OR
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The Observer
{Circ. 3xw., 5,260)

AUG 1 5 201

Allen's .C.B. Fop. 1888

Ohserver file phota
The North Powder School District recently *
received results fromn state-mandated

lead tests. Resulls indicate that all of the

schoot district’s 51 diinking water sites

easily mest EPA standards.

North Powder
gets good marks
in water test

By Dick Mason
The Chserer

NORTH POWDER —The
North Powder School District

received a wave of good news
regarding its drinling water,

Lead tests conducted by
a certified Jab indicate that
all of the school distriet’s 51
<rinking water sites easily
meet EPA standards. Many
had no lead at all, and those
that did were far helow the
maximum EPA limit allowed,
according to Novth Powder
Schoot District Supevinten-
dent Lance Dixon.

“Tt is nice to kmow that our
childven ave safe. That is cur

See T07t { Page 6A

Portland, OR
{Multncmah Co.)}
The Oregonian
(Circ. D. 247,833)
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nitial
conterns
The ofdest
of tha North
Powdar
Schaool
District’s
huildings
ara its high
scheol, which
was built
about 100
years ago, .
and its gyim,
bufit in the
late 19305,

o

TEST
Contimled from Puge 14

No. £ priority;” Dixon said.

The tests were conducted
by Table Rock Analytical Lab
of Pendleton and Anatek
Labs, Incorporated, which
has offices in Spokane, Wash-
ington, and Moscow, Idaho,
Table Rock made sure that
the water samples were prop-
exly collecied and processed,
and Anatek then condacted
the analysis,

The test resulls are note-
worthy since the North Pow-
der School District has many
oid buildings, Buildings built
hefore 1986 are more likely
to have lead pipes, fixtures
and solder; according to the
EPA's website,

The oldest of the North
Powder School District’s
buiklings are its high sehool,
which was built about 108
years ago, and its gym, built
in the Jate 19305, The age of
these and other buildings, .
Dixor: said, gave him reason
for coneezn,

B is an obviows relief)
Dixen said, referring to the
lead test results.

One reason for the good
Tesults may be the type of
pipes in its buildings, some
of which are plastic, Dixon
said.

The North Powder Sehool
Tiistrict veceives itg water

!

from the City of Narth Pow-
der. The eity gels its water
fron: wells, all of which ave
regularly tested, Dixon said.

The school district is

among many in Oregon
lesting their water this sum-
mer. All school distriets are
currently undergoing testing
after Gov. Kate Brown called
on: Oregon’s 197 school dis-
tricts to eaft procedures for
testing fead, radon and other
chemsicals at, their campuses
by this fall,

Brown made her reguest
nof fong after lead was
detected in the water in
schools in the Portland
Scheol District,

Inmid-May, the Oregon
Dopartment of Education
and the Oregon Health
Authority created a plan
regarding lead in school
water, .

The plan requests ali
school dlistricts that get
drinking water from public
waler systems test for fead
in sehool buildings; requires
districts to use cerlified
drinking water testing labs
to process the water samples;
asks ODI and OHA to
develop a method for schools
fo report results to OHA; and
for OHA to provide drinking
water expertise to schools for

support as they test. “H[l_/‘},-

—

Mixed results for lead in Beaverton

By Betsy Hammond 744-7
The Oregonian/OregonLive
Twelve Beaverton schools
— including International
School of Beaverton, Whit-
ford Middle School and Bea-
ver Acres Elementary — have
clevated levels of lead in
wateratafew sinksand foun-
tains, rew kest results show.,
Ten scheols, including
Beaverton High and Aifs
& Communication Magnet
Academy, don’t have any
tainted water scuices at all.
Water test results for an
additional 27 Beaverton
schoals are still pending, dis-
trict officials said Monday.

The findings in Beaver-
ton scheols stand in marked
contrast to those in Portiand
Public Schools, where all 88
schools at which water was
sampled this summer had
at least one and frequently
dozens of faucets or drinking
fountains that gave off water
with at least 15 parts per bil-
lion of lead.

One primary difference
between the two districts is
that Portland schools get all
theirwater from the Portland
Water Bureau, which does
not heavily treat the water
to make it less corrosive to
lead in fixtures and pipes.

Beaverton schools, like most
water-users in Washington
County, get their water from
the Joint Water Commis-
sion's Water Treatment Plant,
which adds caustic soda io
its treated water from the
Tualatin River to adiust the
pH 10 make it less corrasive,
or a mixture of water from
that plant and from Port-
land’s Water Bureau.
Poriland schools also are
much clder than Beaverton'’s,
with only two schools built
brand new and one school
substantially rebuilt, since
1890. But even Portland’s
newest schools, Rosa Parks

Elementary and Forest Park
Elementary, wete found to
have sinks or fountains that
gave off water with high lead
levels this summer.

The worst problem was at
Hightand Park Middle School,
a situation that was disclesed
before the end of the schoo!
year and responded 1o with a
plan to shut off all water foun-
tains and use bottled water
untii the entire plumbing sys-
tern can be rebuilt in 2017.

Results for all Beaver-
ton schogls can be found at
bit,ly/2aXhXc6.

L]

betsyhaimmornd@oregonian.com




Corvallis School Board reacts to lead tests

Members praise per, noting the controversy next few yearstoaddressis- and Matt Boring, Corval- “T know I*ll keep beating
. thathaderuptedin Portland  sues withthe agingbuildings lis High School principal, the drum, as will others in
staff for handlmg over lead in the water at in the district. On average, had initially presented the thecommuunity!” said Boring.
. schoots there, said that the the district's elementary name-change proposal at
of water issue transparency in Corvallis schools are 59 years old. thebeard's June meeting.  Anthony Rimel can be
was refreshing. -“IWsahnpeissuewehave  Both said spoke about reached at anthonyrimel@
AHTHONY RIMEL Superintendent RyanNoss  to address, which of course  how Keim had been a ma-  lee.net, 5417589526 o via

Corvallis Gazelte Times said the board is working o leads to the bond)" said jor advocate for improving Twitler @anthonyrime]

Members of the Corval- a plan to do mere regular  Rochester. the softball field and had
. lis Schoal Board on Monday Lesting on water fixtares, . raised much of the money
praiseddistrictsiaffmembers  such as testing 20 percent CHS softhail field used to improve it and even _—
for their response to recent of fixtures each year, sothat panamed did some of the laber, such Corvaliis, OR
tests that found lead in the all fixtures are fesied every as removing construction {Bentor Co.)
walerinsevenofthedistrict’s five years, Before this sum-  Iis other action, the rubble, himself. Gazeite-Times

mex, thelast time the district
tested for lead in its schosls

eight elementary schoals,
Monday marked the

board voted Monday night
10 name the Corvallis High

“Will {Keim) was a

(Cir. D. 11,637)
staunch advocate for wom-

Pendleton, QR

(Umatilla Co.)
East Oregonian
(Cir. D, 8,726
{Cir. . 8,908
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The Pendieton  School
District reported elevated lead
levels in three drinking water
sources at school buildings.
The district commissioned
an initial batch of 27 samples,
which  indicated that the
McKay Creek Elementary
Schoet stafl room (27.4 parls
per billion), Lincoln Primary
School staff room (41.4 parls

board's first meeting since
the results of the testing
were made public, and
several trustees praised
the staff for their open and
quick handling of the issue,

Board member Bill Kem -

4

was 2000, After that, the
district replaced fixtures
that showed elevated levels
ofleadin 2002.

Chris
board’s chair, said the board
is considering a bond in the

Rochester, the

!

PENDLETON

Lead found at three schools

per billion) and the Pendleton
High School consessions stand
faucet (24,3 parls per biltion)
all tested for high levels of
lead.

The Envirenmenial Protec-
tion Agency stales that action
should be taken if lead levels
exceed 15 pars per billien,
and emphasizes there is no safe
jevel of lead in drinking water,

The district has submitéed
an additional 154 somples for

testing and is closing those
drinking water sources until
the plambing, and faucels are
replaced and retested.

According 1o the EPA,
exposure to lead can cause a
variely of health problems,
ranging from stomach distress
to brain: damage.

There are nio state or federal
requirements for lead testing,
but the state recently estab-
lisled guidefines for water

Schoal softball field Will
Keim Field, after an assis-
tant coach for the program
who died in June after a
two-yearbattle with cancer.

Blake Redman, a for-
mer school board member,

sistentiy.

'

testing, which the district states
it followed.

Pendleton
Andy Kovach said in a state-
ment ihat the samiples cost $25
each, meaning the initial round
of samples cost $675 and the
next round witl cost $3,850.

Kovach
ments from the state could be
available this fall for districis
that conducted water tests over
e susnmer,

Superintendent

said reimburse-
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en’s sports;” said Rodman,
Rodman and Boring said
they would continee to
advocate for better wom-
en’s facilities,
had advocated for so per-

(Cir. 5, 12,821)

AUG 1 g 2016

which Keim

3 m

B &

2 o8

5 X g R =m

; [ ooy 5o

oo PR 3w

& PR ]
1= nanf

B » 8ifg

. &y

>SS | a2

m 3 o

= o

Bethel: Two tests highest recorded so far in local schools

Contirued from Page Al

schools and at the district's
maintenance shop at Willamette
High School.

At Cascade Middle, a sink
in the south exam room of the
district’s community health cen-
ter was determined to have the
highest level, reaching 2,450
PPB after a first draw. Another
sink in & west storage room
of the school’s main hall also
showed extremely high lead lev-
elg at 1,250 PPH.

Those lead levels are the
highesl reported so far within
the Bethel, Eugene and Spring-
field schooi districts.

Before Monday’s resuits,
Roosevelt Middle School in the
Bugene district had the highest
level of lead found in a school
water source — a drinking foun-
tain in a computer lab reached
866 PPB.

Roosevelt Middle School has
since been demolished, with a
new middle school rising just
to the west,

in Springfield; meanwhile,
officials recently decided to re-
place ihe underground wa-

r

ter system at Page Elementary
School with all new pipes, fit-
tings and fixtures, after elevated
levels of lead — ranging from 27
to 180 PPB — were determined
to be present in six classrooms
in the building’s west wing.

The entire replumbing proj-
ect Is expected to cost the
Springficld district $95,000,

At Cascade Middle in the
Bethel district, a lab storage
recom sink reached 438 PR
on the first draw. Two sinks in
Classroom 2 had elevated lead
levels — 627 PPB and 30 PPB.
‘Two more sinks in Classroom 3
had jevels of 314 and 166 FPB,

Two sinks in the health cen-
ter's southwest lab had lead lev-
els of 210 PPB and 1B5 PPB.
In the media center office, one
sink showed 81 PPB. Lead lev-
els in the east wash sink In
the school's kitchen reached 60
PPEB, and a sink in the pcer
mediaticn and counseling office
showed slightly elevated levels
at 30 PPB.

In ail, 54 sites were tested
at Cascade. No water fountains
showed high levels of lead --
only the 12 sinks.

Bethel district speckesman
Pat McGiliivray said ali 12 wa-
ter sources have been removed
and will be replaced with new
fixtures. The water at each lo-
cation will then be retested to
ensure that the cestamination
is a result of the actual fixtures
and not a more widespread is-
sue within the school’s pipes.
The work is 10 be completed
in lime for the start of the new
school year next month.

Lead typically gets into a
drinking water supply by leach-
ing from lead solder that was
used Lo seal pipe joints or
from lead in older metal water
lines, Construcled in 1955, Cas-
cade Middie is one of the old-
est schools in the west Eugene
digtrict, McGillivray said.

Tests completed on 10 water
sources at Kalapuya High School
and 54 sites testeé at Danebo
Elementary School showed no
elevated levels of lead present.

A sink in Classroom 14 at Ir-
ving LElementary was found to
have elevated lead levels that
reached 245 PPB. It was cne of
68 locations tested in the school.

Clear Lake Elementary was

determined to have four sites
where elevated levels were pres-
ent: a sink in a storage room
that reached 438 PPB; a sink in
the music room with a lead level
of 162 PPB; a drinking fountain
in the same room with a slightly
elavated lead level of 23 PPE;
and & sink in the front office
production roent that reached
34 PPB.

In a custodial closet at the
distriet’s maintenance shop
within Willametie High School,
one fountain that the district
said had not been used for many
years was found to have elevated
levels that reached 190 PPB.

The high schocl’s transporia-
tion shop and stadium also were
tested, with no elevated levels
of lead found at those two lo-
cations, McGillivray said.

Slightly elevated levels of
lead were found at three of 68
sites tested at the Bethel dis-
irict’s Shasta Middle School ear-
Her this semmer. The distirict
expecis to release more results
from other schoois as they be-
come available,

This spring, the Dethel dis-
trict hired PBS Engineering +

Envirenmental of Eugene to
complete comprehensive lead
testing at all district huildings.
The project will cost the district
about $10,000 to complete, Me-
Gillivray said.

The Eugene district also
hired PBS Engincering + Envi-
renmental to conduct its testing,
at an estimated cost of $25,000,
The Springtield district hired
Analyticat Laboratory Group of
Lugene to perform its district-
wide testing, which cost the dis-
trict about $3,000, officials said.

Earlier this sunmes, the Or-
egon Department of Education
and Oregon Health Authority
announced a plan to encour-
age school disktiicls across the
state to conduct comprehensive
testing prior to school resum-
ing this fall.

The state’s plan Is 4 recom-
mendation, not an order, and
does not include any allocation of
stale funds to help with the cost
of testing. The plan responds o
a directive from Gov. Kate Brown
in April and comes on the heels
of belated disclosures about lead
in the drinking water of some
Portland public schools. 744-7
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Getting the
Lead Out

A Water Quality Crisis Continues
to Unfold In Portland Schools.
Here's What You Need to Know.

BY DIRK VANDERHART
ILLUSTRATIDN BY ALLISOK HEREK

WHEN KIDS head back to Portland Public Schools (PPS) on Au-
gust 29, Superintendent Carole Smith will still be on vacation.

Smith announced abruptly on July 18 thar she was taking three
months of acerued leave, and retiring directly afterward—not at
the end of next school year as previously planned. The surprise
mave followed a damming report, and has the PP$ School Board
scrambling to find a suitable replacewment after nearly a decade of
Smith’s leadership.

But the changes at the top may be the least noticeable thing stu-
dents face when they return to their studies at the end of the sum-
mer. Months into PP§' crisis over lead levels, revelations about
water guality, radon readings, and a complete lack of oversight
that might have ferreted out at least some of the problems years
ago continue to unfold. That's caused alot of shufling.

Probably the most striking difference in the new school year
will be the way your kids view the many water fixtures—show-
213, sinks, old-dmey eyewashes, fancets, and, yes, drinking foun-
tains—sprouting from the walls in PP 78 schools. They'll be shut
off, or Hagged to be left alone, and students will instead be direct-
ed to get drinking water from fve-gallon Jugs to be delivered
each PPS building for the entire year,

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 5

The necessity of that sweeping move has only become clear-
er in recent days. The comprehensive testing the school district
erdered in Marth—notably before the lead crisis got going in ear-
nest a couple of months later—has revealed the vast majority of
schools have one or more fixtures spewing lead-tainted water.

“The school district is making every effort 1o put the health
and safety of every child at the forefront of their actions,” FPS
Board Member Steve Buel told True Parent, when asked how
parents should feel about their kids' safety in light of the rev-
elations. “Tt may take some time to get to the point we need to
be, but we are addressing the immediate safety needs of children
first. Hopefully, every parent will help us in this endeavor”

(TP asked all seven members of the school board, along with
a district spokesperson, what parents should make of the erisis.
Buel was the only one to respond by deadline.)

No amount of Tead in water is safe—the metal is a potent neu-
rotoxin, particularly for children—but the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) recomtnends action be taken when 20
parts per billion er higher of lead are detected. For its testing,
PPS elected to flag faucets that turn up samples of 15 parts per
billion: or higher,

And some are far, far higher, A second-floor faucet at Grant
High School spouted water that contained a stunning 57500
parts per billion of lead, according to results PPS has been posting
on its website. KGW noted that’s nearly four times the highest
lead reading taken from water in Flint, Michigan—the city whose
travails with lead-tainted water have sparked concerns around
the country,

That Grant High faucet is an outlier only in degree. Dozens of
other faucets in the school turned up excessive lead levels, many
showing hundreds of parts per billion.

And Grant’s not remotely alone. Every one of the 75 schools
whose tests had been released 2s of July 28 turned up ar least one
red flag. The only school without 3 high lead reading, Pioneer
at Holladay Center, stil turned up elevated copper levels in two
kitchen sinks.

Lead and copper aren’t an issue in Portland's warer supply as a
whole, but the Bull Run water the city’s proud of touting is cor-
rosive. That means it can leach lead and copper from old pipes,
like those found in aging, poorly maintained school bufldings, as
it evidently has been for some time,

How eould this happen? Inartention, mainly. A 38-page study
the PPS board ordered up, conducted by lawyers at Portland law
firm Stoll Berne, painted a picture of a scheot district profoundly
unequipped to monitor lead in its warer, and caught off-guard
when public scrutiny turned in that direction.

“For the past 15 years, PPS has had no established procedures
or protocols for testing for elevated levels of lead in drinking wa-
ter,” the report found.

That meant that lead testing was spotty, and not always nec-
essarily followed up on as it should bave been. The report also
found that people in: charge of monftoring lead in the water didn't
have training to do so, and that there was no mechanism for com-

A second-floar faucet at Grant

High School spouted water that
contained & stunning 57,600 parts
per billion of lead, according to
results PPS has been posting on its
website. KOW noted that's nearly
four times the highest lead reading
taken from water in Flint, Michigan.

municatng problems to the upper echelons of the district,

All those findings and more make it easy to see how the lead
controversy began. P$ found high lead levels in several water
fixtures back in May, but didn't stop students from using them for
days, or alert parents in 2 timely fashion.

It's 2 huge mess, in other words—which gets hack to Smith's
vacation, Mere moments after the district released the Stol] Berne
reporton July 18, Smith gave word she was out immediately—first
tapping 90 days of leave, then outright retiring,

“Thave reached the decision that I need to move up the date of
my departure,” Smith wrote in her announcement.

That cheered at least one school board member, Paul Anthony,
as weil 25 parents who'd been ealling for Smith's ouster since the
lead erisis broke in May.

But what it ultimately means for the furure of PPS is less
clear. The district in June voted to allocate $5 million to “proj-
ects to remediate health and safery concerns.” But PPS also re-
cently decided not to pursue a $750 million bond proposal in
November, which would have helped pay for making schools
safer, health-wise.

PPS has contracted with environmental consulting frm CH2M
Hill, which is expacted to issue a report on how the district should
remediate its rainted water problem.

Meamwhile, water isn™t the only comeern. In July, tests showed
elevated lead levels in paint in a play area outside of Alameda
School, PPS assumes that's not iimited to Alameda—there could
be lead-based paint at any school built before the late *70s, And
that's petentially far more hazardous than anything in the taps.
As the school district has noted, there’s no record of someone in
Portland getting lead poisoning from watey,

“Health department investigations have traced lead poison-
ing in children in our community to numerous sources including
paint, metal scrapping, hobbies, pottery, and a teapat from a yard
sale,” the district said i1t a communication July12.6
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detected in water
at Beaverton,
Shenwood schools

By RAY PiTZ A0 RAVLEER KaUR
Pamptin Media Group

inthe Tigard-Tualatin
School District, lead festing
has been conducted anmual-
ly since 2013, and the school
disuriet nas said the most re-
cent batel of resulis in Oe-
iober turned up ue high
lead levels at district
schools and facilities.

But neighboring school dis-
sricts have been scrambling to
cest their drinking water for
jead @ver since the spring,
when Portland Public Schools
zpnounced high lead levels at
s0 many water fountains and
fixtures in Oregon’s largest
school district that it switched
ali of them off and began sup-
plying bottled water to stu-
dents and staff for the rernain-
der of the year.

Some test results have now
been announced by the Bea-
verton and Sherwood school
districts.

Gonestoga, Whitford among
sehools with figh lead

Drinking fountains at 13
schools in the Beaverton School
Districe contain exeessive lead,
according to a report released
by the district Monday with
test results for 23 schools and
three support facilities.

One of those high levels was
measured at.Conestoga Mid-
dle School, just north of Sonth-
west Scholls Ferry Road; the
school draws sixth- through
eighth-graders from paris of
north Tigard, as well as from
Beaverton's Greenway neigh-
Lorkood. Two more were tak-
e at Whitford Middle Scheol,
the attendance area for which
takes in Washington Square.
.. Oxer ithe summer, more
than 6,600 sampies were taken
at 84 schools and facilities
across the Beaverion School
District. Multiple samples
were collected fromall drink-

ing fountains and further re-

sults will be refeased on a

So far, the distriet has re-
leased results for 2,244 sam-
ples ¢ollected at 1,722 foun-
tains acress the district. Of
those, 100 samples contained
lead above the action level of

" 15 parts per bitlion or higher

set by the U.8, Environmental
Protection Ageney for munici-
pal water suppliers.

The first batch of results in
Beaverlon prioritized report-
ing levels for older schools
with a greater potential to
have high lead levels in theis
aging pipes.

‘Water faucets with action-
able Jevels have been shat off,
Faucets will be replaced by the
beginning of the school year in
September and will uadergo
foliow-np testing in
coming months.

!

]
in a specizal newsletter.

Those fixtures are located in
5 portable at Aycher Glan Ble-
mentary School, a classrosm
at Middleton Elementary
School and the kitchen at J.
Clyde Hoplins Blementary, ac-
cording to the press release.
The exact leve! of lead mea-
sured at the three fixtures was
not immediately announced.

As a result of the tests, the
digtrict said, it has completely
shat down and removed all
three.

“In response to the test re-
sults, we have chosen to re-
move the fivture from Portable
26 at Archer Glen, as it is not
required per the plumbing
code and is no longer neces-
gary for the educational fune-
tion of the space,”
the release stated in

s

Students and staff  “Thage part. “The kitchen
in at least two x - fixture at Hopkins
schoels elsewhere mﬂhﬁﬁﬂmm _.ﬁﬁ will be removed, re-
in the Beaverton TEmiain ot  placed and retested.
wngw. Distriet, the of service The classroom fix-
state's third largest, vty ture at Middleton Bl-
will be supplied umiil furiher ementary will also be
with bottied water #mmmmam removed, replaced
for the 2016-17 ~ z and retested, These
school district. CORIIPMS ._&mw. fixtures will remain
This is hum most  are below mﬁ m.__h. mmwﬁ.nm until
mpeiease GoEPA Gl on
brict has done, said  FECOMMERGed e EPA recommend-
Maureen Wheeler, mh.mm: _m.._m_ *  ed action level”

the district’s public
communications of-
ficer. Before this
vear, the last record
of district-wide test-
ing for lead levels dates back
to 1889,

Beeause the state of Oregon
has not required school dis-
triets to test for lpad, it's a fairly
new concern, said Wheeler.

‘With water contamination
locally in Portland as well as in
Flint, Mich., dominating head-
limes, the district decided to un-
dertake a thorough sampling of
allits drinking fountains.

“Wa have a geod baseline
now,” said Wheeler.

Thres Sherwsad schos] water
Fixtures test above 20 ppb
Meanwhite, tests of Sher-
wood Stheol District facilities
show that three schools had
fixtures had elevated levels of
lead that exceeded 20 parte per
billion, the district said Friday

Samples of all

— Sterwiand Schodd - Sherwood School
Distrigtstatemert  Dvistriet facilities

were coilleeted in
June by PBS Gnvi-
rommental.

The preatest concerns for
finding lead in pipes are with
schools built prior to 1986, the
year the federal goveramest
banned lead selder {used {o
bond those pipes) because iLcan
leach into the water systems,

Sherweod last conducted
district-wide testing of water
quailty in 2001, At that time,
Jead was not found to be elevat-
ed above the EPA's vecom-
mended action levels except
for two fixtures ai Hepkins,
district officials reporied, fol-
lowing a records reguest by
the Sherwoad. Czzette, Tha
Times' sister paper. Those two
fixtures were re-tested twice in
2002 and both times came back
bejow the actionable BPA lev-
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els, according to the district. \
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'State school
board leaders
adopt lead

testing rule

Local districts need
a plan by October

i w_r_.\w\ By PARIS ACHEN

Capital Bureau

SILVERTON --- The Oregon Board of

Education adopted a new rule Wednesday that

for the first time requires school districts to

test for lead in water at district-owned build-

ings and repert those results to the public.
The board in June agrsed {0 fast-irack

; adoption of the new rule at the request of
Gov. Kate Brown, after widespread media

1 coverage of a scandal in Portland Pub-
lic Scheols over lead in drinking water that
went unreported. .

_ The mulé requiresschool districts to sub-

mit a prelimipary plan for westing for both

:~ lead and radon by Qetober, with 2 final plan,
due by January. While the nule gives no spe-
cific deadline for testing for lead, it does
require districts to report results to the pub-
lic within five business days and to send out
an annual report,

“What we like about this plan Is that past
of what we saw in Pertland was the com-
munity didn’t have access to inforration,
and in. fact, when you bave large institutions
nformatien can get Jost over the years,” said
Emily Nazarov, operations policy analyst
with the Oregon Department of Education,
who headed up the rulemaking,

“By creating a plan you have one place
that community members and parents can
look to find out how dees the school distriot
address radon, how does the school district
plan to address water.”

_ The Board of Education pushed shead
with the rule despite protests from scheol
advocates who said the timeline was too
tight and expressed wotry about where to
find money to address the cost of testing and
mitigation.

“You are setting wp a framewotk by
which we have assurances at the state level
that eur sehools are taking zction in a cor-
prehensive way toward health and safety,”
said Oregon Chief Education Officer Lind-
sey Capps. “It’s an imperative that every stu-
dent should be entitled to.”

Additional costs
The requirement will ental hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in additional
costs to schools in the form of testing,

See LEAD, Phge 74
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supplying bottled water, miti-
gation and testing individuals
who might hiave been exposed
to high levels of lead, accord-

. ing to the Oregon School

Boards Asseciation.

Portland Public Schools
estimates that teking these
steps will cost that district an
estimated $7 million, said Joa
Crelier, the district’s director
of risk management.

The cost of just testing
lead in water for drinking and
food preparation is estimated
to cost $19,000 for a small
district and about $1 million
for a large distrier, according
to district representatives whe
attended a July meeting on the
propoesed rules.

Legislative leadership has
asked the Emergency Board to
allocate money i September
to pay for costs of testing but
not mitigation, Nazarov of the
Dyepartment of Education said.
The Legislative Fiscal Office
is working on a proposal to
present to the Emergency
Poard in September, accord-
ing to school advocates, Leg-
islative Fiscal Officer Ken

]

Rocce was not immediately
available 'Wednesday to pro-
vide that number.

Governor’s directive

Gov. Brown in April
directed the Department of
Education and Oregon Health
Authority to review exist-
g requirements for environ-
mental testing and address
the problem of lead In drink-
Ing water. During the review,
health and education officials
learmed that neither the educa-
tion department nor the health
authority had rules to require
schools test for lead. .

The health authority hes
the power to require test-
ing of public water systems,
but schools are excluded
from the agency’s jurisdie-
tien. The proposed rule would
require schoel districts, char-
ter schools and education ser-
vices districts to conduct lead
and radon testing and to sub-
mit an environmental moni-
toring plan to the Department
of Education for keeping
water, air and physical spaces
safe for students and staff.

The  health  author-
ity already had authority to

Iz

‘Lead: Most of the districts have either
‘completed or are in the process of testing

require schools to test for
radon, but the new rle will
provide comprehensive guid-
ance to schools on all of the
testing required, Schools will
be required to report their
test results to the education
department and to the com-
nrunity annually.

The  agencies  asked
schoals to test for lead during
the summer. Most of the dis-
tricts have either completed or
are in the process of testing,
Nazarov said. The agencies
recommended that schools
identify sources of lead, stop
200258, communicate results
to staff, students, parents and
the community and mitigate
and repair the problem,

Asurvey of 104 schools ear-
lier this month by the School
Boards  Association found
that 88 percent of respondents
were in the process of testing
drinking water for lead. Most
of the other 12 percent had
cither already tested water or
had a plan i place to do so
afier classes resume in the fatl.

The Caphral Bureau is a
collaboration betwezn EQ
Media Group aid Pamplin
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'/ IMESD Releases Resuls of Testing for Lead in Water
Thissumimer, the InterMountain Education Serviee District (MESD)
tested drinking water sitesatall of its _uga_gﬂqmﬂ are uset by ﬁ_._.__mam
for the potentlal prasence of lead. These buildings included the main
IMESD building in Pendleton, Lifeways Day Treatment Center in Pendle-

ton, Pun

Center in Hermiston, the Joseph Building in La Grande, the

Baker Gity Learning Center n Baker City and Outdoor Schoal sites:
Resuits fram two companies, Table Rock Analytical Lab in Pendleton
and Magic Valley Labs in Twir Falls, 1daho indicate that all sites were
betow the acceptable EPA fimit.
The IMESD joined schoel
testing their drinking water this summer.

tricts across eastern Oregon who are
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Allens P.C3. 3+t 1558 Pendleton School District (Cire. D. 247,633)
s e
.................................... ,, Releases Initial Results of LU 13208
nE EVEELL B CELGEEAS TooBEal . s llen' Est. 188
5% SIffEf £ gRiiss pesy Testing for Lead in Water o FIETERCB ST | e
T, ERTE 2 BETEZTEee Y . L . - el
g mmm Sey 22iZg 5E% mmnqu - _ This summer, Pendteton School District tested drinking water ataif 7 " ;
25 ESEEEC ¢ BLEESEEE Si% 3E3gt of its sthools for the potential presence of lsad, The results for the first I've been a teacher for 17 years in the
EE Ea3gEs 2LE5=203EE S et 27 water samples indicate that tiree logations showed lead levels above Portland Public schools. 1love teaching
5P SgEEEa SE SSEEER: TroEed. Ine EPA acoeptable fimit of 20 parts per billion {Ppb). The rest of the . because of the students. And they deserve
2z 22 m ERCERE E2EEE-Tw 5o m_ 228 tested incations were below acceptable limits, Pendleton School District . to g0 to a schoo] where they're sufe. How-
gRgFoZE=ESR2zEs mhw w2 gEEERA] has w:aﬁﬁmn_ an adldtional 154 samples for testing and expects thase : ever, Tecently my n_mmmnooawnwmbmw
> TEESwEEE Py wB S S o E 25T g5=n resifts shortly, drinking fountain were among the fix-
. E5EEERSEEIFyEs =EES5EEEE m._ SAE The three water sources that testing indicated were above the tures identified as having high levels of
sEE EAES35 B GuESEPEETEE P acceptable level were located in the MoKay Creek Elementary staff room lead. When that news came out, T thought
SE4:28 2257 iusiew smsgdbo (27.4 pnh), the Lincoln Primary staff room (41.4 ppb) and the Pendleton of the faces: my third-grade students;
EEREE- SSEELEEEE MW Ezz54 8 Mm i z_@jm%oc_.nozsmmaiamﬁh.mung.ém districtisfollowing its plan ﬁm:nﬁmsﬁ.:aw_m&mwaemmumgm
rafir 4ITEFEZEISE TEIEORSRI for addressing water souroes with elevated lezd levels. This Inojudos them that [ had forbidden drinking from
wn=camlm EREHIESS8s “BE57 FoSc5Sgd] .am_ao»mn_aa_& Plumbing and faucets foliowed by re-testing, Lt tasts inside our room. .&Eo%w H.&au.%um_s
) BeEreSRng 25588528 SETEEGEL] Maicate levels are Lndar acceptable limits, the tree water sources wi about the lead, I knew the water was the
G EEESE i PEZ 2T SusEnat not be avaliable to st lor of d smelled of metel. I
£38S2320cEiEaFE Y BEulzapl gl avaliable to students or staff, color of strong tea and smelle; A
FEEI o ETEZSEYE 887 ESETE S The Pendleton School District joined schaol districts across east- told parents tc try not to warry. I am tired
. i . f3cEseEsRgREEa mhy 228 BRESd. ern Oregon who aretesting their drinking water this summer. Currenti of womying sbout the safety of sudents
L3
Fountains with high levels SEES3ETEsT 1508588 SoinaRagd there are o state or federal requirements for schoals to test drinkirs in Oregon. And [know P'm not alone
. CEEESES535E F228E85.e28; C - ; -
i i service PR EEEET T e R R gt Water for lead, and it has nof baen a practice in the past. In riid M ﬂ_._m Elevated lead levels continue to be dis-
identified, removed from ST IS EEEbd b i 1R . ¥,
. EgiEbgsaLciisasaRlicre 428 2EF D:egon Department of Education (0D} and the Oregon Health Authority covered 2ll aver the state. The students
SEESEA SEED WRswsE wapsgEnit ﬁmzﬂ Q_mmﬂmﬂa.mﬂuﬁ: regarding lead in 5choc] water, The plan requests Emﬁ m&o%m mmﬁmmﬁmm am.mﬂoonﬂa
By RAVLEEN KAUR EASHRAZS 2O pegn  Lwsdm all scheol districts that recsfve drinking watar from publicwater systams and voters should not be forced 1o choose
The Times TELECE<E 238 FEef " E ZEgicam totestfor lead inschool bulldings. This raquestTurther rogures dhot betveen class size and drinkable water.
8w X & . = = ; 'Ead In Scnd - quires districts -
ks founitain ot 13 schools and one STEos«FE 288pEETEES SELOR w : o use carlified drinking water testing labs to process the watersamples, This November, we have the opportu-
T O B o rton St $ESESE 5 0355 0 A7) Lastlyitasks the ODE and GHAto developa method for Schogls repart aityto fund the safe schools our students
Diaiiet contain sxeostive 1cad, accordia o ESESEESESSSEE 20 43 BepEo fesuits 1o OHAas well as for the OHA to provide drinking water expertise and our families deserve. Measure 97
a report released by the district Mon- TL23EEE22% .mamw SES5£5, EE 2e W 2, 1o schools as thay test. - zsks the largest corporations I the state
fiay with test results for 2 sehools and T58pI32EEEEI T ptEes SR ERT Like many schools, Pendleton receives its water from a city water oy thet fir share. This would gen-
fhvee sapport facilites. FERE R E R el DR b system. Public water systems regularly test and treat water 1o help erate an estimated 33 billion per year in
Over the summer, more Eﬁpo% Sﬂﬁm EEEE S ey EEETEEEC R SEER R =} reducesorrosion of piumbing, However, lead that is presentin pipes and revenue that, by law, would go to public
were taken at all of Em Qistric mowm%Ma and g g u =558 m s .W E2 ] ply- =2 = Szw 22, m mrm m fixtures in ué ng plumbing can enter the water at'the tap and EXpOse mnHEa.F health care .EE senior services.
facilities. Multiple samples were c ¢ S EEE =R EACE3EEREEYESES S5 those wha , Ultimately, cur childrer’s health should
all drinking feuntains and nearly two-thirds of s SZERZSS8E mc.m.mh EESE T MO..._.H _,s drink it ’ %
allarinking fou e z SSAHFES "BaE EXR g ,4.M"  “Pendleton Schaol District has compiied with Oregon state guide- , not come at the expense omn_uﬂvmaﬁ i
the results are fortheoming, For £553EEEL 23Terazsg LRl lines to test our watsr, and w are now working on reducing the level of profits. Please join me in, yoting for Mea
8o far, the district has released results for ETSEE{EE EE5.EEEiEE am ; lead at the initial sites where slevated counts were detectes, We will be sure 97 this November.
2,244 samples collected at 1,122 fountains — SEEE. we £ 5E553 BEZY .mm : transparent with our parents, staff and gur community as we continue LIS Kane
across the district. Of those, 100 m_mﬁﬂ_% i < £8s-8f52 2855 idE3qoim g our testing and leam further information. Some state funds may be . Southeast Portiand
tained jead above the action _mcmm . ‘,w._.ou. o CwzBEEIE F. ES-0E PR available in the fall to refmburse schoal districts wha test their drinking
pér billion or higher set by the U.8. M ren . S0 25%% ¥ERT -BEEERESE V‘me water this surmmer. The cost is currently $25 per sample.” said And
mental Protection Agency for municipal water d & §EIieT £ gEEEET3sT Bz Kovach, Seperinterdent - i I
msum_wm? e .mm. EE\EW,_M a = m o CEt z 3 mam w.m 25 m..Wm __mwmm Acopy ofall the ¢lstrict's initial water testing results can be viewed ,
: 3 . S &vEESi85 £z =S E $55149 = t atthe district office, 541-276-6711, 1100 Southgate, Suite 8 and on our
= ES55ECEEE 58S ZomtGEE: district website at www.pendieton. k12 or.us. For questions ar more :
Tl mmd W TEER2EEERTEEEALESEZS
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what we saw in Portland was the
community didn’t have access to
information, and in fact, when you
fave large institutions information
can pet lost over the years," said
Emily Mazarov, operations policy
analyst wilh the Oregon Depasts
me of Education, who headed up

lhave one place that conusunity
members and parents can look
to find out how does the school
district address radon, hew does
the school district plan to address

The Board of Education pushed
ahead wilh the rule despite protests
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testing and mitigation.

“You are setting up a framework
by which we have assurances at
the state level that our schools are
taking action in a comprehensive
way toward health and safety,” said
Oregon Chief Educalion Officer
Lindsey Capps. “It’s an imperative
that every student should be enti-
tled to.”

The requirement will entail
hundreds of millions of doilars in
additional costs to schoois in the
form of testing, supplying bottle
waler, miligalion and testing
individuals who might have been
exposed to high levels of lead,
according to the Cregon School
Boards Association.

Portland Public Schools estimates
that taking those steps wiil cost that

The cost of just testing lead
in waler for drinking and food
preparation is estimated to cost
510,000 for a small distriet and
about $1 miilion for a large
district, according to district repre-
seiltatives who attended a July 25
meeting on the proposed miles,

Legistative  leadership  has
asked the Emcrgency Board to
allocaie money in Seplember to
pay for costs of testing bul not
mitigation, Nazarov of ODE said.
The Legislative Fiscal Office is
working on a proposal to present
to the Emergency Board Sept. 23,
according te school advocates.
Legislative Fiscal Officer Ken
Raceo was not immediately avail-
able Wednesday {o provide that
number.

to review existing requiremenis for
environmental festing and address
the problem of lead in drinking
water, During the review, health
and education officials feamned that
neither the education department
nor the heaith authority had males
1o require schoals test for lead.
The health authority has the
power to requite testing of pubiic
water systems, but schools are
excluded from the ageney’s juris-
diction, The proposed suie would
requite school districts, charter
schools and education services
districts 10 conduct lead and radon
testing and 1o submit an environ-
mental monitoring plan to ODE
for keeping water, air and physical
spaces safe for studenis and staff,
The health aushority already

TESTING: Asked Emérgency Board to allocate money to pay for costs of testing

te schools on all of the testing
required. Schools will be required
to 1eporl their test tesults to the
education department and to the
community annually.

The agencics asked schools to
test for lead during the summer.
Maost of the districts have either
completed or are in the process
of testing, Nazarov said. The
agencies  recommended  that
schools identify sources of lead,
siop access, communicals resulis
to staff, students, parents and
the community and mitigate and
repair the probiem.  744-T

A survey of 104 schools earlier
this menth by the OSBA found that
88 percent of respondenis were
in the precess of testing drinking
water for lead. Most of the other 12
percent had either alrcady tested
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Iad authority to require schools 1o
test for radon, but the new rule will
provide comprehensive guidance

LY
v

from school advocates who said
the timeline was too light and
expressed worry about whete (o
find money to address the cost of

Gov. Brown in April directed
the Oregon Department of Educa-
tion and Oregon Health Authority

waler or had a plan in piace to do

district an estimated $7 milion, said
so afler classes resume in the falf.

Toe Crelier, the district’s director of
risk menagement.
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Faucet at Pringle found to have extremely

Salem, OR |
{Marian Ce.) .-

statesman Journal
{Circ. D 33,147)

AUG 1 ¢ 2016

Affen's P.CB. Est. 1888

high lead level, copper found in four others

TRACY LOEW 744-7

STATESMAN JOURNAL

Water from a faucet at Salem's Pringie Ele-
mentary School has tested for lead at 14,000
parts per billion — more than hag been found in
any tap in crisis-stricken Fiint, Michigan, and
nearly three times the level the U.8. Environ-
mental Protection Agency considers to be {oxic
waste,

A dozen other 1aps at the school also had high
lead levels, ranging from 15 ppb to 1,200 ppb.
Tour of those taps also had high copper levels.

tested so far.

“We are surprised by the results,” district
spokesman Jay Remy said.

‘There is no safe level of lead, and experts say
health effects canoccur atlevels aslowas Spph.
The EPA recommends taking action, such shut-
ting off taps or replacing fixtures, at 20 pph,
Most Oregon school districts, including Salem-
Keizer, are using a stricter standard of 15 ppb,
The EPA classifies levels higher than 5,000 ppb
as toxic waste,

The action level for copper is 1.3 parts per
million.

Aflen's P.C.B. Fst. 1888

Albany, OR
(Linn Co.}
Democrat Herald
(Circ. D. 14,100)

AUG 1 9 2016

Across the Salem-Keizer Scheol District,
high lead or copper levels have been found in at
least one tap at more than a third of the schools

Lead

Continued from Page 1A

taken out of service, Remy said. Further testing will
be done to determine whether the problem is with the
fixture itself, or with plumbing behind the wali.

Other taps at the school will remain in use, but bot-
tled water will be provided to thosc with concerns, Re-
my said.

Lead is especially dangerous to children,

The district has spoken with the Mavion County
Health Department, which is advising parents with
concerns to speak with their own physicians, Remy
said.

“I'm assuming parents would consider that, obvi-
oushy,” said Trudie Freed, president of Pringle's par-
ent club, “Especially if they've noticed any offects in
their children.”

For the most part, Freed said, Pringle parents
aren’t too concerned.

“I think they have confidence in the school to fix it,
and no one's been getting ili or anything that I'm
awave of,” she said. “It didn't seem like a big deal."

Tn June, state health and education officials asked
all Oregon scheol districts to test all school taps used
for cooking or drinking for lead, in response to the
Flint crisis, wheve the entire community was poisoned
by ead in drinking water, and to concerning results
found at some Portland schools.

Salem-Keizer began its testing July 14, and fin-
ished coliecting sampies last weelk,

But it's taking as long as a month to get results, so
the status of some schools’ taps may not be known be-
fore students and staffers return for the new school

ear.

School begins Sept. § for prades 6-9, and Sept. 7 for
remaining grades. Classified staff began returning
Aug 1, and teachers return between Aug. 30 and Sept.

8o far, the district has received results back from
19 of the 88 schools and administrative buildings it has
tested.

Of those, fouwr elementary schools, two middle
school and one high school bad at least ene tap with
high lead o1 copper:

» Pringle Elementary School had 13 tests high for
lead, ranging from 15 ppb to 14,000 ppb. The sample
with the highest level came from a sink in Room 11.
Pringle had three tests that were high in copper, rang-
ing from 1.5 ppn te 7.9 ppm.

» Keizer Elementary School had two tests high for
lead. A computer lab sink tested at 15 ppb and a sink in
classroom 4 tested at 17 ppb.

» Sumnpter Elementary Schoel had four tests high
forlead, ranging from 17 ppb toa high of 42 ppb froma
drinking feuntain in ckassreom B

» Wright Elementary School had six locations high
for lead, ranging from 19 ppb to a high of 59 pph frema
sink in room 9.

v Claggett Creek Middle School had one test high
for lead. A sink in classroom 100 tested at 20 ppb.

» Crossler Middle School had ene test high forlead.
A sink in classroom 105 tested at 64 ppb.

» Sprague High School had two tests high for lead.

All of the affected taps at Pringle have been

See lEAD, Page 2A J

M

DANIELLE PETERSON/STATESMAN JOURRAL
Some taps at Pringle Elementary School in South Salem are
wiapped in plastic and covered in signs warning users they
are off limits after testing revealed high ead fevels,

Online

See the complete testing results on the Salem-Keizer Scheol
District web site at http/www.salemkeizer.org/parents/
water-testing-information.

A drinking fountain in the drama room tested at 24 ppb
and a drinking fountain in the boys locker room tested
at 38 ppb. The fountain in the boys locker room also test-
ed high for copper, at 1.7 ppm,

Lead and copper can feach from pipes and fittings
even when the water meets EPA standards at the treat-
ment plant.

Schools that were built after 1985, when Oregon out-
lawed lead solder in plumbing, are most at risk. Pringle
Elementary School opened in 1987, 744

tisew@statesmanjournal.com, 503-399-6779 or fol-
low at Twitter.com/Tracy_Loew
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Restilts:
More
lead at
schools

Above-action levels
found at six locations

JENNISER MOODY
Abany Democrat-Herald

Six of Albany’s 14 elementary
schools now show lead at:ove the
actionlevel, accarding totestre-
sults received this week.

The distsict already hadhits at
Periwinkle and Wavetly elemen-
tary schools indicating levels of
lead highes thax: the action level
required by the Environmental
Protection Agency

15 parts per bil-

o PPV gL INE

Now, Lafayette,

South Shore, Sun- M ol
rise and Tangent o' ipalo.
have also COmE oo of the
back w]IEh positive positive test
results in one T and the level
more areas. DlS.‘ found will
trict officials said . posted
each fixiure with . Ritpsfbit.
a positive test has y/2bxgizt,
been faken out of

service until it can

be replaced and retested.

Test results aren’t complete
and none have been recetved yet
from. Fir Grove, Clover Ridpe,
Nosth Albany Elementary or
any of the secondary schools,
sald Russ Allen, the district’s
business directos.

Of the others, only Oak Ele-
mentary and Timber Ridge have
had testing completed with no
positiveresults. Central, Liberty
and Oak Grove aren’t finished,
although no highlead levels have
been found so far. -

‘The district sampled all drink-
ing fountains, classropm sinks
znd sources for cooking water
in all district buildings this fuly,
taking approximately 500 sam-
ples.

Maps of eacl school with
the location of the posilive test

Please see Laad] Page A2
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Wcﬁter: Fixtures will be replaéed orl‘;;p-ped E

all fixtures are within BEPA
standards.”

The St. Helens Scheol Dis-
trict was prompted to test its
TacHlitics earlier this yoar when

BR From Page Al

result of budget cuts,
“We were not really sar-
prised Columbia City Schoot
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larly test drinking water, but
may choose to do so on of their
own volition.

The Oregon Department of

cgniaminants." Stockwell add-
ed.

Prior to testing over the sum-
mer, the 5t. Helens Schoal Dis-~

)

came in with 2 few elevated
tests because the school has
not been in use for a few
years. When water siis in the
fixtures for exiended periods of
Lime is when it becomes con-
taminaied,” Stockwell said in

ri_sing public coacer: about
high concentrations of lead re-
perted in Poriland Public
Schools intensified s Cotumbia
County. The Scappeose Schoal
District performed lesting June
in its buildings, none of which

Education passed a regulation
this week ihat would reguire
schoots to create a health and
safely plan that includes regu-
lar water sample testing, some-
thing not previousty mandated
Ly any slale agency,

“1 think it is safe to say the

trict last tesled water sanples™
in 2008. Previous testing oc-
curred in 2001, 2005, 2006, and «*
2007. S
Based on the resulis of those * *
tests, which all showed lead &°
levels below the EPA limit,
Steckwell said in an email in

an emall to the Spotlight.
*With opening Columbia City
School back up in 2017-18
sehool year we will make sure

showed high lead concentra-
liens, X ’

Sehaol districls have not
been legally requived to regu-

Salem, OR
{Marion Co,}
Statesman Journal
[Circ. B 33,147)

ALG 15 2016

: Affen's P.C.B. Est. 1388
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St. Helens Sehool District along
witli the rest of the state will
be regularly testing water
for levels of lead ond other

June the district had “not take
any additional precautionsi™s

hased or our history of testing 12

in the schools,” ehy
flﬁmk’f7ggﬁ/
S P

| Oregon to schools: Make lead tests publici

* TRACY LOEW .

STATESMAN IOURMAL 7?%‘- 7

Oregon schools must publicly report the results of
tests for lead and other environmental hazards under
rules adopted Wednesday by the State Board of Educa:
rle‘l'Cl-:ildren and families - as well as educators —must
Dbe assured of safe and healthy school facilities,” Gowv.
ate Brown said in a statement. .

The new rules require school districis and pub_llc
charter schools fo make test results public within five
days of receiving them, and to make public their plan
for ongoing monitoring. o

They aiso must submit a pretiminary “Healthy and
Safe Facilities Plan” to the Oregon Department of Edu-

cation, by Oct. 1, for each building owned or leased by
the district.

A Final draft of the plan will be due Jan. 1, 2047, and
must be updated each year. oy X

The plans must defail how the district will test for
andreduce exposure to elevated tevels of raden, leadin
water used for drinking or food preparation, and lead

aint. )
P They also mustincludeaplanto implement integrat-
ed pest management practices, which reduce the
amount of pesticides used. )

Oregon health and education officials have urged_ali
schools and childcare programs to test their drinking
water for lead this summer. But the state does not have
authority torequire the tests, and there are no penalties
for those who don't comply. o

School districts are required to test brildings for ra-
don before Jan, 1, 2021 L

"This week, the Salem-Keizer School District report-
od lead levels in water from a tap at Pringle Elementary
School tested at 14,000 parts per billion - higher than
any finding in crisis-stricken Flint, Michigan and near-
ly three times the level the 1U.S. Envirenmental Protec-
tion Agency considers toxic waste. .

So far, move than one-third of the Salem-Keizer
schools tested have found at least one tap with highlead
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BGTLOOK PIGTY: JOSH KUELA
Fountains and faucats yielding
trouhlesame rosults will be rapafeed and
other water sources provided for
students and staff [n 1ha Reynalds Schasl
District.

o=
Rey?uﬁdg
schools
report high
lead levels in
256 samples

Education department
releases testing guidelines

iy TERESA CARSON
The Ouitock

Reynelds School District's yolun-
tary inliial testing for [ead in the
water supply found patential prub-
lems al 18 of the 20 bulidings test-
ed, with one sample at Sweethriar
Elementary School coming in at
140 tires the level considered safe.

Of the 806 faucets, drinking foun- -~
tains and spigots tested in the Reyn-
olds District, 350 paszed and 256 had
Tevels of lead higher than federal
standards for safety, which is 20 parts
per bitlion, The
highest was the
2,750 parts per
bitlion at one

souree at Sweet-

briar. One hun-

dred and four of

the samples :

showed lead guv- ol

els al 100 paris

per bilion or “Reynull?!s )
more, o five,  Schoot District
times the spfe . .

level, and three IS taklllg
samples had over pmagtwe
1,000 parts per

billion, sieps to

“Reynolds address me

Schoot District Is " au |
taking proactive Wﬂtﬁ ? I‘tv
steps to address [ q | l] UE
the water quality  faeilities.

in all of our facig-

i i — linda flerence,
{ies," said district
Superintendeat Reymolds -";;}-'Igg:
Linda Florence i auperintandent

a stalement. “Sig-
nage and tagping
will provide .
transparency fer the water mon},tor-
ing aad inainlenance programs.

High levels of lead in the bedy can
cauge neurclogical and learning prob-
3ems, and chikiren are especiaily vul-
nerahle, Up until this week, testing
was voluntary, but o Wednesday,
Aug. 1%, the Oregon Department of
Eduration issued rules that appear to
require testing for lead in water and
paint, along with radon gas testlr!g.
‘The new rules also require timely dis-
closure.

Salish Ponds Elemeniary had one
sample that was 1,110 parts per bil-
lion, and H.B Lee Middle School hnd_ a
sample that was 1,520 parts per bil-
Tion.

Sea /vas"am

| Lelud

& From Page Al

Of the schools in the dis-
iriet, Troutdale and Wilkes
Elementary schools, Four Cor-
ner, Nateral Resources Acad-

-emy East and Walt Morey
Middle Schaol had 1o read-
ings more than 160 parts per
rhillior. All the rest of {he
schools had al least one faucet

or fountain that had readings. .

at least five times more than
the permissible 20 paris per
billien. A4 Salish Ponds, 24 of
the 35 tests showed more than
164 paris per billion.

Reynolds district is formu-
lating plaas to remediate the
problems. Any fixture that
failed iis test will be shut off
until the problem is fixed and
it passes amother lead test.
‘Warning signs will be put up
al water svarces not intended
for drinking — hathroon
sinks, showers, spigots in lab
classroomns and janitorial
closets — and that water will
nat be retested.

“The {ixtures that were ney-
er intended for drinking will
be labeied as such, and the fo-
cus will be on water that is
ingested,” said distriet spokes-
woman Andrea Watson.

All water used for cooking
or drinking will be [ram fix-
tares that passed muster or
from hoftled water. Any schoel
that dees not have enough
drinking water sources will
gel 5-gallon water dispensers
ani cups or refillahle water
bottles.

This is unly the first round
of testing dore al Koynolds
and was done wilhout run-
ning the faucets or fountains,
The waier from the trouble-
some sourees wilt be relested.

Fitling station time

Reynolds hag initially ex-
pecled the resulls of the lead
testing In June, but did not re-
celve the results until Aug. 0.
Complete results can be found
un the district’s weh page ai:
reynolds.kl2.or.us/district/
lead-testing-drinking-water.
The distriet is working to in-
ferm families by various
methods of communication
and will translate the mes-
sages into the four malin lan-
guages spolen in (he district.
.. “The distriet will continue

+ lo provide regular updaies to

parents and stalf,” Florence
said.

The disirict said it wilt de-
comnzission ail porcelain
drinking fountains, which are
mavelikely to fai} the fead test
and harder to repair. “Bubbla”
fountaing in classrooms wilt
elther have liration systems
ingtalled or be decommis-
sioned. Break room sinks wilj
have waier filtvation systems

RIBTLERD Y =
SCROOL PASS  FMIED JCHEST
Alder Elementary 19 il
Davis Eiementary 23 623 |
Fairview Hementary ..o PL I | 228
Gleafair Hementary 13 16 .
Hartlay Elomentary ., w92 546 -
Salish Flementary 5 30 11
Hargarel Soelt Elementary 2 8 195 ¢
Sweethriar Hementary 12 16 2190
Troutdale Elementary N k11 80
Viilkes Flementary 22 7 96

-Waodland Elementary 0. .29 531 |
18 Lee Hiddle % 1 1B
Reynolds Middia T e B TT663
Waller Morey Middle i} 16
-Reynolds High ] 756
Reynoleis Learning Academy West B Fitl:!

- Raynolds Learning Avademy East 3...40
Faur Corners 1] 0
Hatural Feseurcas Academy Fast 1] i}
Adninistration Biitding 3 L]

BIARIIC Y J054) BRADLEY

Neynelds tested water sources in all district buildings and the first
column in the chart shows how many spigots passed with less than the,
Tederal standand of 20 parts per billian of fead in the water: The secand

cojumn shows figw many wator sou

roes had more than 20 parls per

billian of lead, Tie third calume shaws lhe highest reaing in each

buitding.

installed,

The district will post signs
at all drinking water sources
with the load iest results, the
dates the testing was done
and a repair plan.

The @istrict already hag
been replacing water foyn-
tains with new water-filling
stations, which have a tradi-
tional foantain and a spiget to
[ill water hoitles. All of these
more recently installed water
filling stations passed testing.
The district has ordered 37
mare of the filling slations,
bul does not kisow when they
will arrive because statewide
schocl-distriet demand is so
high.

QOther local disiricts have
had mixed results with testing
water foz lead. In June 2018,
Gresham-Barlow fonnd 26 fau-
cels and water fountains in 10
schools with polentially efo-
valed levels of lead usinga 16

parts per billion measure, An-
olher 10 schools had no prob-
Jematic results. The distriet is
In the process of retesting wa-
ter in all its school buildings.

Centennial Schoo? District
tested in Mareh and found no
elevated levels of lead in any
building. -

Schools across the area are
testing water supplies for lead
after a tsunami of public out-
ery in Portland when it was
Teported that Pertland Pizblic
Schoals had found high levels
of fead in water in severa)
sthools and did not inform
parents or staff or shut down
the water sources. The coutro-
versy eventually ied to the

resighnation of Superintendent
Carole Smith in July, i

Symptoms rare

Districts are foltowing guid-
ance from the Envirozmenlat
Protection Agency for testing
the water. Thal protocol calls
for testing drinking wates)
quality in a two-step pmcesg
that siarts with sampling tests
i lead acemalation in spigs
ots that have not been Aushed}

The distriels posted inl'ort.i
mation ahout the water tesl]!
Ing for schosls on tizir webs:
sites. "

Lead poisoning can causé
brain damage, lower intelli;
genee, behavior and learnin
problems and hyperactivity,;
accerding to the Oregolf]
Health Authority. Exeept in;
Severe cases, people rarely,
have -noticeable symptomg
and tegting thé bluod is the
ordly wuy to ki if there ard
probiems, v i

Despite the 1'euilet concerng:
over Jeud in wateryexposure 1a!
dust from lead paint is-thél

most camman way people
come in contaet with lead, ac-
cording to the OHA, Lead has
also been found in some chil-
dren’s toys or jewelry, .

For informalion about (hé
healih effects of lead ang how
to check for lead in your home,
visit the Multnomah County
Health Department's website:
www.leadline.org, I you have'
questions, call the Multnomah
Counly Lead Holline at 503-
9854006, Moaday through Fris
day, from 830 a.m. to 5:00 p.oet

or email ]eﬂdw
,w{’/j:. ol o,

Portland, OR
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Officials warn against
eating produce from
Portland school gardens

By Batsy Hammond
The Oregonian/OregonLive
_Portland Public Scheols
warned employees and
families Friday not to eat
produce from anry school
garden, citing guidance
from the Oregon Health
Authority,

Fruits and vegetables
grown on school grounds
and watered with water
froma school district spigot
could contain dangerous
leveis of lead, according to
Courtney Westling, the dis-
gict’s interim chief of com-
munity Involvement and
public affairs.

According to the Oregon
Health Authority, lead can
be absorbed by plants and
accumulate in soil, so water
containing lead above 15
parts per billicn should not
beused for watering garden

plants. Lead from flaking
lead paint as well as from
lead-contaminated water
can find a pathway into gar-
den produce,

Portland Public Schools
completed water quality
tests at every school foun-
tainand fixture this summer
and found excessive lead in
at least one water source,

and more often at dozenso
water fountains and sinks
at all 88 schools sampled
At numerous schools, sormu
of the highest Jead reading
weze found at outdoor spig
ots,

It is fine to wash dishe
or Jaunder ¢lothes in wate
containing more thap 1
parts per biltion of lead. Bu
contaminated water shouk
not be consumed, givel
to pets, used to wash foo:
or used to grow food, th
health authesity says.

Oregon Health Authorlt

hasn't tested any s50il or veg
etables at any school garde
and didn’t specifically te
Portland or any school dis
trict to tell people not to e;
produce grown in garden
at school where lead tes
results exceeded 15 parl
per billion, said spekesma
Tony Anderson, He said h
agency suppoits commt
nity gardens,

The mrost dangerous way
for humans to interact wil
lead isto breathe in liny pa
ticles of it and for childre
younger than sever to swa
low of breathe it.

.

betsyhammond@oregonian.cot
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more lead

Tests find

Allen's P.CH. Est, 1588
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Our Viewpoint

(et lead out of school water

faucet in the Salem-Keizer School

District was worse than in Flint,
Michigan -— the city whose lead-tainted
water launched a naticnal outery,

Salem-Keizer's startling finding at
Pringle Elementary Schosl illustrates
the pervasiveness, and the danger, of
lead in water.  744-7

"Even low levels of lead in the blood
of children can result in behavior and
learning problems, lower IQ and hyper-
activity, slowed growth, hearing prob-
lems (and) anemija,” according to the
federal Eavironmentsl Protection
Agency.

This matters because there is no
known “safe” level of lead. The metal,
which in recent decades has been
banned from many common uses, can

”—memn contamination from one school
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have elevaled levels of lead

Online

To check results from the Salem-Keizer
School District's testing program, go to
salemkeizer.org/parentsivatar-testing-
information.

accumulate in the body over time, caus-
ing cardiovascular, reproductive and
other heaith problems for adults.

Salem-Keizer is taking the right ac-
tion this summer by testing its water
taps for lead and other contaminants,
and by posting the results for the pubkc
to see.

That is in contrast to the Portland
Puzblic Bchools, where the lead-in-water
controversy spurred the resignation
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last month of Superintendent Carole
Smith. Questions about lead run so deep
that people have been advised not to eat
produce grown in Portland’s school gar-
dens because high levels of lead were
found in some faucets that might have
been used for watering.

Oregon has been deficient in requir-
ing regular testing of scheal water for
contaminants, That must change.

Inrecentyears, a significant number
of public water systems in Oregon have
exceeded the recommended limits for
lead. Butthe even greater concernisthe
water becoming contaminated from old,
lead pipes in schools and other build-
ings.

Until the public health crisis devel-
eped in Flint, officials in Oregon and
¢lsewhere were slowto recognize thelo-

calized potential for lead contamina.
tion.

The Salem-Keizer School District,
which so far has found isclated prob-
lems with lead or copper contamination
in more than a third of its schools, is do-
ing its part,

Meanwhile, the state Board of Educa-
tion last week required districts to pub-
licly disclose the results of contamina-
tion tests,

But the Oregon Legislature needs to
act. Lawmakers should be researching
the best practices of other states, adapt-
ing them for Oregon and preparing a
thorough, effective lead contamination
testing, remediation and regulation pro-
gram for adoption in the 2017 Legisla-
ture.

Water: Bethel District paying about $10,000 for tests

also a home economics room,
showed 75 ppb. Three sinks
in Classroom 48, alse a home
economics room, reached 42
peb, 47 ppb and 25 pph.

Continued from Page Bl

leaching from lead sol-
der that was used to seal
pipe joints or from lead
i older metal water lines.
Constructed in 1955, (as-
cade Middle is one of the
oldest. schools in the west
Eugene district, MeGilli~
vray said.

This spring, the Bethel
district hired PBS Engi-
neering + Environmental
of Eugene to complete

comprehensive lead test-
ing at all district build-
ings. The project wili
cast the district about
$10,000, McGillivray said.

The Eugene district
also hired PBS Engi-
neering + Environmen-
tal to conduct its testing,
which is now estimated
to cost the district about
$125,000. The Springfield
distriet hired Analytical
Laboratory Group of Eu-
gene to perform its dis-

trictwide testing, which
cost the district about
$3,000, officials said,

Earlier this summer,
the Gregon Department
of Education and Or-
egon Health Authority
anrounced a plan to en-
<ourage schooj districts to
conduct comprehensive
testing prior 1o school re-
suming this fall

The state’s plan is a
recommendation, not an
order, and does not in-

clude any sizte money
to help cover costs. The
plan, ordered by Gov,
Kate Brown in April,
comes on the heels of
belated disclosures about
lead in the drinking wa-
ter of some Portland pubw
lic schoels.

744.7
Follow Alisha on Turit-
ter @alisharoemeling.
Email alisha.roemeling@
registerguard.com,

——

office,
, a fountain
gym

In the girls coaches’

the west gym,

In the athletic director's
office in the west gym, a sink

the upper level east
reackied 42 ppb,

A sink in the food ser-
vice center showed 41 ppb. Tn
Classroom 12, a sink showed
28 pph.

reached 63 pph.
reached 50 ppb. A fountain

m
in

Two sinks in Classroomn 40
had slightly elevated levels at

2t ppb and 26 ppb.

ppb. A
ppb,
and a hallway fountain cut-

inside the

south stage entrance had 27

In classroom 4%, lead lev-
ls in a sink on the south walt
ppb, a storage room in the
band reom showed 22

had lead levels of 32
side Classroom 44 reached

drinking fountain
24 ppb.

¥

yet

te fush

ive-minu

een given to the distriet.

McGillivray said all 18
Wwdter sources were retested

A work room sink in the
media center barely reached
elevated levels at 20 pph, and
a drinking fountain in the
gitls locker room of the west

gym reached 24 pph,
those results have net

after a fi

h

Often, flushing reduces the

lead level.

Water has been shut off
to all sources that showed
Lead testing was also com-
pleted at Malabon Elemen-
tary School, which opened i
September. Tests completed

clevated lead. The second
tesl results will determine

whether the district will re-
piace the fixtures, MeGilli-

vray said.

on 68 water sources showed

ng elevated lead.

Lead typically geis into
a drinking water supply by

Turn to WATER, Page EZ“/
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Safe water 5res }71}
repainting to be in place
before school starts

By SHASTA KEARHS MOORE
The Tribumne

A top Portland Public
Schools official uftered the
“5* word In a publle meeting
on Tuesday,

No, pol that sne.

“We just fundamentally
made some mistakes and we're
sorry about it,"” said Couriney
Wiiton, PP5’ interim executive
director of eperations, at the
Aug. 17 board meeting. “We
Blew it to a certain degree and
we ieed to do a betier job”

Wilton's public apeiogy way
signal & change in fone from
forimer Superintendent Carole
Sinith’s Jane 2 s{atement that
“mislakes were made.” Smith
made the remarks in an an-
nonncenment to put Chief Opel-
aling Officer Tony Magiiano
andl Envirenmental Health &
Salety Manager Aundy Fridley
on paid administrative leave.

More than two monlhs later,
Magtiane and Fridley arve still
on adminisirative leave.

“Our focus has been on ad-
dressing the health and safety

r———————

concerns Stoll Berne tald out In
their report,” said PPS spohes-
woman Courthey Wesiling,
“We wilt be making a decision
on the persunue] malier in the
next two weeks.”

Wilton, Magliano s Inferlm
repl'lcement
presented are-
port to the
beard of the
tead and cop-
per testing of
the district’s
11,000 fixlures.
The total cost
of testing was
nearly <ouble
early esti-
mates, ringing up $985,310 for
sampling and analysis.

“T'm gtad we did it,” Wilton
said, "It’s a good realily check
on the condition of our plumh-
ing.”

While results are perding
for the second rouwnd of tests,
the first-ronnd figuyes on watar
that sat overnight in the pipes
aye nof good.

Nearly every school in the
district had a fixtare with lead
ar copper over the lederally ac-
coplahle limits. Twelve percent
of drinklng fountains and near-
1y 40 percent of the rest of the
fixiures had mere than 15 parts

WILTON

per Ditlion of lead.

“That is absoluleiy of con-
cern,” Wilten said, noting that
243 drinking fountains across
the disirict tested high.

TRIBUKE HLE PHOTO
A child at Marysville Scheol i Sontheast Porland uses a drinking
fountalm Access la drinking water sources has been replaced with
hottied water in Portland Public Schoals as early results show 12
pereent of district feuntains have high levels of lead.

“Fhe acrepiable limit on
that is zero.”

For the start of school, Aug.
29, alf drinking [ountains in
the district's 80 schools will be
blocked frem use, with 5-gal-
ton water dispensers nearby

P

Instead, Signs are o he placed
on cold water fixtures advis.
ing against drinking the wa-
{er, and food will come to the
distriet kitchens pre-washed,

Wilton said even itheugh ap-
proximaiely 85 percent of the
arinking lountalns did {est
within ncceptable limits, the
district still wants {o proceed
with caution, first developing
a4 communications strategy
and compieting an indepen-
dent third-party review.

“We don't want {o rush out
and put anyihing back in ser-
vice and have any kind of mis-
{aite or regret laler,” he said.

‘it's not really their fault’

The district is also on-track fo
Tepaint 40 schoals this summer,
an cffort to reduce the possibil-
ity of old lead-based paint dust
or chips centaminating schools,

“We've done more this siun-
mer ... than we have over the
Tast 20 years, basicaily,” Wilion
sald, noling that there are cer-
lainly unmed maintenance
needs. “t dow't believe there's
anything oui there that's dun-
gerous, hutit’s not something to
be faken lightly”

Interim CEO Yousef Awwad
— who ig leading (e distriel
until an agreement can be
reached with Bob McKean, the
distriet’s finalist for interin: su-

official apologuzes for mistakes over lead -

perintendent — echoed earlier Z
comments from Smith that the -
lack of maintenance was a’
known sacrifice. During the :
Great Recession, the superin- ;
tendent and he board prieri-

tized funding {cacher-student .
Interaction, :

Awwad said in a recent re-
view of hudgets, he found that
the funding on mainienance
was probably cut by about 50
percent during the recession,

For that reason, Awwad
said, he didn*{ blame staff.

“it's not reaily their fault,”
he said. “We have failed as a
system.”

Under Awwad znd Wilion,
the office of Environmental
Health & Safety has moved
into the department of Risk
Asgsessment, rather than Fa-
cilities & Asset Management.

Jobnt Burisham, interim se-
nior director of Enviroamen-
tal Health & Safety, said the
best way to Ti#n such a pre-
gram wauld be te prioritize
tasks o the basis of probabil-
ity or severity of risk.

Board member Steve Buel
seemed Lo agree.

“We're short-handed,
there’s no queslion, buf we
should be prioritizing things,"
Buel said. “1 don't really thinl
we were doing a good job of
that before.”
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State districts must
tnake results public
within five days

Dy PARIES ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SUBLIMITY — The Ore-
gon Board of Education ad-
opted a new rofe Wednesday,
Aug. 17, that for the first
Hme requires schonl dis-
tricts Lu fest For kead in wa-
(er at district-owned build-
ings and report those resulis

“fu the publle,

The board in June agreed (o
fast-track adoption of the new
rule nt the requesl of Gov. Kate
Brown, after widespread media
coverage of a scandal in Port-
land Public Schools ever leud
in deinking water that weatum-
reporied.

The rule requires school dis-
iricts to submit a prelinsinary
plan for testing for both lead
and radon: by Oct. 1, with a final
plan due by Jan. 1. While the

rule gives no specific deadline
Tor testing for lead, it does re-
isire disiricls te veport resulls
to the public within five busi-
ness days and to send oul an
arnual report.

“What we like ubout this
plan is (hat parl of what vee saw
in Portiand was the consmamity
didn’l have ae-
cess to infor-
matior, and
faet, when you
have large in-
stitulions, in-
formation can
gel lost over
the years," said
Limily Nazarov,
eperations pol-
iey analyst
with the Oregon Depariment of
Edueation, who headed up the
rulemaking,

“By crealing a pdan, you have
one place that community
members aad parents can look
ta find ont how does the school
district address radon, how
does the school district plan ta
attlress water,” Nazarov said.

BROWH

‘Board adopts lead
testinig rule for schools

The Board of Lducation
pushed ahead with the rule de-
splte protesis from schoot ad-
vocates whe said tle timeline
was too tight and expressed
worry zbout where Lo find
money io address the cos{ of
testlng and mitigation.

“You are seifing up a frame-
worl by whicl we have assur-
antes al the state level that our
selools are taking action in 2

Lindsey Capps. “It's an hnpera-

be entitled t0.”

in additional costs te schools

in Lke form of testing, supply- ©
ing hottled water, mitigation ;
and testing individuals who .
might bave been exposed to.
high levels vl lead, necording io

the Oregon School Boards As-
sociation.
Portland Public Schools
c

Bee SA*E / Page 10

comprehensive way toward |
heaith and safety,” said Ove- -
gon Chiel Education Officer -

tive that every student should -

The requirement will extail ~
hundreds of millions of dollars ;

& From page 8

estimates that laking those
steps will cost that district an
estinzated $7 millien, said Joe
Creliey, the district's divecior of
risk management,

I'he cosl of just testing lead
in water for drinking and food
preparation is eslimated to cost
$10,000 for 2 snsall district and
abgut $1 million for a large dis-
trict, according to district rep-
resentatives whe attended a
July 25 meeting on the pro-
pused rules.

Legislative leadership has

i asked the Esnergency Board fo
allocaie money in Sepiember fo
pay for costs of testing bui not
mitigation, Nazarev of 0DE
said. The Legishutive Figeal Of-
fice is working on a propesal fo
present to the Lmergency
Board on Sept. 23, accerding to
school advocates. Legislative
Tiscal Gfficer Ken Rocee was
rol immediately available
Wednesday, Aug. 17, to provide
that number.

In April, Brown divecied the
Oregen Departiment of Educa-
tion and Oregon Health Au-
thoriiy to review existing re-
quirements for enviromuental
testing and address the prob-
iem of lead in drinking water.
During ihe review, health and
education officials learned that
neither the educatlon depavt-
ment rer the healtl: anthority

had rules io regitire schools to
test fur lead.

The health autherity has the
power to require testing of pub-
lic water systems, but schools
are excluded from the ageney’s
Jurisdiction. The proposed rule
weuld require school districts,
charter sehioals aad cdueation
gervices {listricts to conduet
leadl and radon testing and {o
submit an envirommental moi-
toring pian fo QDL for keeping
waten, air and physical spaces
safe for students and slall.

The health authority already
had approval to require schools
o test for radon, but the new
rule will provide comprehen-
sive guidance to schools cx alt
of the lesting reguired.

The agencies ashed schools
1o test for lead during the sum-
mer. Most of the disiricis have-
cither completed or are in the
provess of {esting, Nazarov
said. The agencies recommend-
ed thal sehools identify sources
of lead, stop access, communi-
cate resulls to stafi, students,
parents and the community,
and mitigate and repair the
problem.

An O3BA survey of 104
sehools carlier this moaih
fourkl that 88 percent of respon-
dents were in the process of
testing drinking water for lead.
Most of the other 12 percent
Iad either already tested water
or had u plan in place to do so
alter classes resume jn-the fall.
1 lj’ - i "
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Rule requires school
districts to submit

a preliminary plan
for lead and radon
testing by Oct. 1

BY PARIS AGHEN / /4 K\_\ ﬂ

Pamplin Medic Group reporter’

SUBLIMITY -~ The Oregon
Board of Education adopted a pew
tile Aug. 17 that for the first time
requires schools districts to fest
for lead in water at district owned
Tmildings and report those results
1o the publie.

The board in June agreed to
Tast-irack adoption of the new rule
at the request of Gov, Kate Brown,
after widespread media coverage
of a scanda] in Por{land Public
Schools over lead in drinking
water that went unreported.

The rule requires school dis-
friets to submit a preliminary plan
for testing for both lead and radon
by Oct. 1, with = final plan due by
Jan. 1. While the rule gives no
speriflc deadline for testing {or
lead, it does require distriets to
report resulfs to the public within
five business days and fo send out
an annual report.

“What vve like about this plan
is that part of what we saw
Portland was the community
didu’t have access to information,
and in fact, when you have large
institutions information can get
lost over the years,” said Emily
Nazarov, operations policy ana-
iyst with the Oregon Department
of Edueation, who headed up the
Tulemaking: '

“By creating a plan you have
one place that community mem-
bers and parents can Jook to find
out how does the school district
address radon, how does the
achool district plan to' address
water.” '

The Board of Edueation pushed
ahead with the rule despite pro-
tests from school advocates who
said the timeline was toa tight and
expressed warry about where to
find money to address the cost of

Portiang schaois replaced drinking fountains

waler al several buildings

testing and mitigation.

“You are sefting up a freme-
work by which we have assuranc-
es at the state level that our
sehools are tzking action in a com-
prehensive way toward health

and  safety,” - milion for a
gaid  Oregon 'ou are mnnmbm up a large  district,
Chief Education h according  to
Officer’ Lindsey g&io»._m—u%i_u.-n—w distriet repre=
Egm.%qwﬂm we have assurances at- mmﬁwwm HWO
imperative tha attended a July
every student the state level Em.n our 25 meeting on
should be eoti-  SChools are taking  the proposed
tledto” . actionin a mles.

The require- . Legislative
ment will ental ~ COmprehensive way leadership has
hundredsofmil-  toward health and  2sked the
lions of dollars afety.” Emergency
in  additional 8 mq. Board to alle-
costs »c%n_uaaw —_ c_.mmas Chief Edugation cate money in
in the form o B September  to
testing, supply- (ficer ::%& nmﬁ__m Day for costs of
ing  bottled testing but not
water, mitigation and testing indi- mitigation, Nazarov said, The

viduals who might have been
expesed to high levels of lead,
aceording to the Oregon School
Boards Association.

Portiand Public Schools esti-
mates that taking these steps will
cost that distriet an estimated §7
million, said Joe Crelier, the dis-

trief’s director of risk manage-
ment.

The cost of just testing lead in
water for drinking and food prepa-
ration is estimated to cost $10,000
for a small distriet and about §1

Legislative Fiscal Office is work-
ing on a proposal to present to the

dopts lead testing rule for

Emergency Board Sept. 23, accord-
ing to school advoeates,

Brown in April directzd the
Oregon Department of Education
and Oregon Health Autherity to
review existing requirements for
envirohmental  testing and
address the problem of Jead in
drinking water. Duribg the
“TEview, hedlth and education offi-
¢ials learnad that nefther the edu-
catlon department nor the health
authority had rules to require
schools test for lead.

The health authority has the
Dower to require testing of public
water systems, but schools are
excluded from the ageney's juris-
diction. The proposed rule womld
require school districts, charter
schools and education services
disiriets to conduet lead and radon
testing and te submit an environ-
mental monitoring plan to ODE
for keeping water, air and physi-
cal spaces safe for students and
staff,

PANPLN MEDIK GROTF FLLE PhoTT
with battled water this year after the discovery of high levels of lead in

schools

The bealth authority already
bad autherity to require schools
to teat for radon, but the new rule
will provide comprehensive muid-
ance to schools on all of the test-
ing required,

The agencies asked schoals to
test for Jead during the summer,
Most of the distriets have either
completed or are in the provess of
testing, Nazarov said. The agen-

! cies recommended that schools

identify sources of lead, stop
access, communicate results to
staff, students, pareets and the
community and mitigate and
repair the problem,

A survey of 104 schools earlier

; this month by the QSBA found
: that 88 percent of respondents
[} were in the process of testing

drinking water for lead Most of
the other 12 percent had either~
already tested water or had aplg
i place {0 do so after clag?
restime in the fall. &
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Final tests continue to show
drinking water is safe in schools

Klamath noga\ School District m:a:mm tests for Jead, copper

-
H The Klamath County

School District finished its
tests on lead and copper
Jevels in its schools’ drink-
ing water this sunrner, AL
results were well within
the safety levels from the
Environmenta] Protec-
tion Agency, according to
a news release from the
district.

The Jast two buildings’
reports to come back -
Gearhart Elementary and
the new district office on
Greensprings Drive - were
also within safe levels.
The distriet’s full report is
available with this story at
heraldandnews.com.

Though the EPA

prescribes 2 15 parts per
billion limit on lead levels
in drinking water, Neilson
Research Corporation,
which completed the tests
for the KCSD, said the lirnit
in this size sample is 20
ppb. Water levels did not
exceed either the 15 ppb or
the 20 ppb lirrdls. A part
per billion is an extremely
small percentage of the
whole. One part per billion
is equivalent o one drop of
ink in the largest gasoline
tanker trucks,

The lirnit for copper is
much higher, at 1,300 ppb.
Previcusly, the district

tested water at Shasta,
Stearns, Peterson, Fergu-

son, Chiloquin, Merrill,
Malin and Keno elementa-
ties, Brixner Junior High,
Henley Elementary, middle
and high schools, Falcon
Heights Academy and
Great Basin Home Schoeol,
Bonanza Schools, Mazama
High School, Lost River Jr./
Sr. High School, Chiloquin
Jr./5r. High Schodl, Gilchrist
Schocls and the district of-
fice on Washburn Way.

Even though all the tests
camme back within the safe
zome, the district plans to
replace all drinking water
faucets and fixtures over
the next three years, ensur-
ing water stays safe for
students,
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The price tags for school drinking water tests increase
with Bugene paying five times more than estimated

744.7
By AvLisia ROEMELING
The Register-Guard

Testing for lead in the water
througheut the Bethel, Eugene
and Springfield school districts
is either wrapping up or has
been completed, but the com-
prehensive projecis are coming
with much higher price tags
than criginally anticipated.

The Eugene district will pay
at least five iitaes niore than ils

original estimate of $25,000 af-
ter testing all fountains, sinks,
Dbubblers and other potential
drinking water sources at 42
schools and the Education Cen-
ter, district spokeswoman Keriy
Delf said.

The district will pay at least
$125,000 1o Eugene-based PBS
Engineering and Environmental
Ine. for conducting the initial
testing on about 3,600 individ-

out of the distriet’s general fund,
Delf said.

“The initial estimate was
based on & much narrower num-
ber of sites” Delf said. “Then
we expanded the tesling to ev-
ery tap, not just fountains, be-
cause we tealized students were
getting water from a variely of
places, and that increased the
cost significantly”

However, the new estimate
will likely increase yet again as
jesting results continve to roll
in, and as the district then re-
tests any sources that are de-
termined to have elevated lead

levels to, ensure it's not a wide-
spread issue within any school’s
piping, Delf said.

Each test costs between $25
and $3¢, and the district an-
ticipates there will be several
follow-up tests after receiving
resulis from the first round.

‘The $125,000 estimate does
not include repiacement of any
fixtures. The district doesn't yet
have an accurate idea of how
much it will need to spend on
replacing fixtures and associated
labor, Dedt said.

The district has received
about one-third of its test re-
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" Lead testing comes with a cost bite

suits, so fixture replacement
work and testing may iake place
during the school year, Delf said.

“If there are any locations
where results have not been
received by the start of school,
{bottled} drinking water will be
offered” to students and staff,
Delf said,

Bethel district

The Bethel district in west
Lugene expects to pay about
$25,000 t0 PBS Ingineering
and Environmental for testing

Turn to LEAD, Page B2

ual faucets, The bill willi be paid

Lead: Bethel tested 850 fixtures across school district

Cantinued from Page Bl

GETTING THELEAD OUT

all potential drinking wa-
ter sources at every dis-
trict building, spokesman
Pat McGillivray said.

That’s more than dou-
ble the original cstimate
of $10,000.

“Before we started the
tests, we dide’t know
exactly how magry wa-
ter sources were in our
schools” McGillivray said
in explaining the jump
in cost.

The increased estimate
does not include replace-
ment of any fixtures, Me-
Gillivray sald. The distriet
does not have a cost es-
timate, but most or all
of the work will be done
in-house by the districts
plumber, he said.

About 850 fixtures
were tested across the dis-
trict, including each sink
tap and drinking foun-
tain bubbler fixture, and
that significaatly added
to the number of sources
that were sampled, MeGii-
livray said.

“We think it’s impor-
tant not to leave any doubt
about any of the fixtures,”
he said.

Of the 841 fixtures
tested across the Bethel
district, only 40 were
found to have elevated lev-
els of lead, according to
MeGillivray.

Springfield district
in the Springfield dis-

Results of testing for lead in water at schools
In the thrae districts in Eugens and Springfield
NO ELEVATED LEVELS
Bethel: Fairfleld Elementary, Malabon Flementary,
District Office, Transportation Shop at Willametie
High, Danebo Flemantary, Kalapuya High, Meadow
View
Eugene: Cal Young Middle, Edison Elementary,
Helt Elementary, Madison Middle, distsict Fagilities
Departnent, district Transportation Department
Spsingfietd: Centennial Elementary, Bouglas
Gardens Elementary, Guy Lee Elementary, Maple
Elernentary, Meunt Vernon Elementary, Ridgeview
Elementary, Riverbend Elementary, Thurstan
Elementary, Two Rivers-Dos Rles Flementary,
Waltervilla £lementary, Yolanda Flementary, Agnes
Stewart Middle, Briggs Middle, Hamlin Middie,
Thursten Middle, Academy of Arts and Academics,
. _Gateways High, Springfield High, Thursten High .
ELEVATED LEVELS
Bethel: Willamette High, Irving Elementary, Clear
1a%e Elementary, district Maintenance Shop;
Cascade Middle, Shasta Middle, Prairie Mountain
Eugene: Roosevalt Middle (old), Charlemagne
Elementary, Gilham Elementary, Heward Elementary
(otd), Kelly Middie, River Road/El Camino Del Rio
Elementary, Spencer Butte Middie, Spring Creek
Elermentary, Yujin Gakuen/Corvidor Elementary
Springtield: Page Elementary, Brattain Early
Learning Centar
RESULTS NOT YET AVAILABLE
Bethe!: Willarette High kitchen, districtwide ice
machines
Eugene: Adams Elementary, Balley Hill Elementary,
Arts & Technology Academy, Buena Vista Elementary,
Camas Ridge Elementary, Churchill High, Cesar,
Chavez Elementaty, Coburg Community Charter,
Edgewood Elernentary, Family School, Fox Hollow
site, Howard Elementary (new), Kennady Middle,
McCornack Elementary, Monroe Middle, North
Eugene High, Pathfinder Academy, Roosevelt Middle
(new), Sheldon High, South Eugene High, Twin Oaks
Flementary, Willagiftespie Elementary

triet, six clagsrooms in
the west wing at Page El-
ementary were found to
have higher-than-safe lev-
els of lead in their class-
room sinks and drinking
fountains. As a resuit,
Page Elementary’s an-
derground water system
is being rveplaced above
ground with all new
pipes, fittings and fix-
tures.

The entire replumbing
project will cost the dis-
trict $95,000, with funds
to pay for the project
coming from the district's
emergency fund, said Brett
Yancey, chief operations
officer.

Before discovering the
widespread lead issues at
Page, the district antici-
pated paying only about
$3,000 to complete wa-
ter testing.

Strategic sampling

in the 8pringfield
distriet, spokeswoman
Jen McCulley said the
cost of testing was sig-
nificanily lower than in
Bethel and Eugene be-
cause the method of
testing was slightly dif-
ferent.

“We update our fix-
tures often, so individ-
ual faucets and founiains
aren’t teally our worry”
MeCulley said. “We were
more concerned with sys-
temwide problems, which
were identified with the
method we used”

Analytical Laboratory
Group tested each school's
water system by taking a
sample of the water com-
ing into the building and
taking a fow other sampies
from various pipes within
each building and compar-
ing the resuits, actording
to McCulley.

“They took strate-
gic sampling at the fur-
thest point and where
the pipes branch off so
they were abje to say the
system is free of lead,”
MeCulley said. “For any
results that came back
concerting, we went in
and tested individual fau-
cets to delermine what
area of the school was
affected, like at Page.
We were able to narrow
it down to just the west
wing”

The pipe replace-
ment work at Page is to
be completed before the
school year conunences
on Sept. 7, school officials
liave said.

Federal standards

The standard for ac-
ceplable amounts of lead
in drinking water is 20
PPB, Anything above that
is considered clevated, ac-
rording to the federal En-
vironmental Protection

Agesicy.

Of all the test resulls
reported so far in the
three school districts, the
highest lead level was
found at Bethels Cascade

Middle Schocl, where a
sink in the south exam
room of the school’s
community health cen-
ter showed a lead level
of 3,450 PPR after & first
draw. Another sink in a
west storage room of the
school’s main hall also
showed extremely high
lead levels at 1,250 PPB.

Befere Cascade's ve-
sults were rejeased,
the old Roosevell Mid-
dle School in the Eu-
gene School District had
the highest level of lead
found in a water source
— a drinking fountain in
2 computer lab reached
866 PPB. The school has
since heen demolished,
with a new Roosevelt
Middle rising just west of
the old one.

Mearly final test fesults
fromn the Bethe! distriet
were released Puesday,
and showed that oane In-
staHot water dispenser
in a staff work room at
Prairie Mountain had ele-
vated levels of lead pres-
ent, teaching 33 FFB. The
dispenser was replaced,
McGillivray said. The dis-
trict is still testing water
sources in the Willamette
High kitchen and at ice
machines throughout the
district.

— T44-7

Follow Alisha on Twit-
ter @alisharecemeling.
Email alisha.reemeling@
registerguard.cont.
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McNary
High tap
tests high
for lead

Level in water was
50 times above
stricter standard

TRACY LOEW 7447

STATESMAN JOURNAL

Water from a classroom sink at
MeNary High School contains lead at
800 parts per billion — more than 50
times higher than the Salem-Keizer
School District’s “action level.”

The district found lead in at least
one tap in Five additional schoels over
the past week, bringing the total to 13
of 25 schools where testing has been
completed.

In June, state health and education
officials asked Oregon school dis-
tricis to test all taps used for cooking
or drinking, in response to the Flint
crisis, where the entire community
was peisoned by lead in drinking wa-
ter, and to concerning results found at
some Portland schools.

There is no safe level of lead, and
experts say health effects can ocour
atlevelsas low as 5 ppb. The EPA rec-
ommends taking action, such shuiting
off taps ot replacing fixtures, at 20
parts per billion. Most Oregon schrol
districts, including Salem-Keizer, are
using a stricter standard of 15 ppb,

The Salem-Keizer School District
finished collecting samples from taps
at all 88 schools and administrative
buildings on Aug. 13. The district also
is testing for copper levels.

So far, it has results back for just
over a guarter of those,

The highest level found so far was
at Pringle Efementary, which had 13
taps high in lead, one of them at 14,000
parts per billion, alevel the U.S, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency consid-
ers toxic waste, Pringle had three oth-
er extremely high results, at 1,200
ppb, 900 ppb and 800 ppb.

Salem-Keizer schools that have re-
ceived their results with all taps un-
der the action levels of 15 ppb for lead
or 1.3 ppin for copper are:

nBrush College Elementary
School

» Bush Elementary School

» Candalaria Elementary School

» Harritt Blementary School

» Kalapuya Elementary School

» Miller Elementary School

» Morningside Elementary School

» Weddle Elementary School

» Houck Middle Schook

See LEAD, Page 2A
4
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» Parrish Middte
School {four taps were
not sampled because
they were out of service)

» Stephens  Middie
School (three taps were
not sampled because
they were out of service)

» Whiteaker Middie
School (four taps were
not sampled because
they were out of service)

Schools that have re-
ceived results with at
least one tap high for
lead or copper are:

n Auburn  Elemen-
tary School

» Chavez Elementary
School

nForest Ridge Ele-
mentary Schaol

» Keizer Elementary
Schoal

» Pringle Elementary
School

» SBumpter Elemen-
tary School

» Wright Elementary
School

» Claggett Creek
Middle Schoeol

» Crossler  Middle
School

» Judson Middle
Schoaol

» MecKay High Schoel

» McNary High
Schoul

» Sprague High
School

The district has shut
off water ¢o all of the
taps with high lead lev-
els. Anzlyses of addi-
tional samples taken af-
ter water was allowed to
flow through fixtures
for 30-60 seconds will
help determine whether
the problem lies with the
fixture itself or the
plumbing behind i

None of those second-
sample results are back
yet, district spokesman
Jay Remy said.

Test results are being
posted as they are re-
ceived on the distvict's
web site at www.salem-
keizer.orgipavents/ wa-
ter-testing- information.

tloew®statesman
journal.com,  503-399-
6779 or follow at Twit
ter.com/Tracy_Loew
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Tie Spotlight

Laocal sehoo] distrieds have
until Oct. 1 to submit draft
versions of a health and
salely inspection plan to the
Orgeon Departinent of K-
cation, The plans arce to in-
clude guldelines for regular
sample testing of school wa-
{er, exposure {0 lead in painl
and radon gas, and pest
managemenl practices.

QDI approved the Healthy
and Safe Schools Plan on
Wednesday, Aug. 17.

Until now, schogot distriets in
Oregon were not required o
test water samples for lead in
schoet buildings. [n Scappoose,
school staff said the district re-
lied primarity on water testing
resuits provided by the city to
ensure a clean \ater supply.
The St. Helens Scheol Distriet
followed similar procedures,
and hatj untii recently last lest-
ed for lead in the drinking wa-
fer in 2008.

A survey conducted by ihe
Oregon Schoct Boards Associ-
ation earlier this month
showed 88 percent of state
schools tested for tead in
drinking water after scrutiny
of Pertlané Public Schools'
handling of the discovery of
high lead levels ia its water

systens.

‘The Seappoose School Dis-
tricl igsted waler in 20 sources
in June, With none showing
nigh lead leveis. The St. Helens
School Distirte tested 260 wa-
{er sources over the summer,
with eight samples coming
pack with high levels. Pians
have heen made to cap or re-
pair those fixtures.

Additienally eaci district
must outline which employee
is responsible for implement-
ing the plan, and must con-
struet a coraunications plan
to make all test results avail-
able to the public within five
days of receiving them.

Yhile the Scappoose and St.
Helens school disivicts have
several montlis to develop 2
draft plan, staff are already
muliing what {o include in
their individualized plans.

Scappoovse Superintendent
Stephen Jupe explained that
tlie school distriet has many
elements of the proposed plazn
in place, including the use of a
safety officer, a districlwide
wellness plan, and ideas about
how and when te test for radon
gas and lead in water sources.

St. Helens Superintendent
Scot Stockwell said staff have
not had time vel lo sit down
and discuss the specifie detafls
of a health and safety plan.

SPOTLIGHT FILE PHOZD
OGrogon school districts haye ontil Dct. 1 to sebmit a draft plan to the Oregon Department of Edugation
nulliningwhep districts will test for lead In water, radon gas and pest managermont practices.

Oregon education officials
mandate healthy schools plans

Preparing slaff, school sites
and incoming studenis for the
start of the school yeasr has
been the disirict’s main priori-
t

y'A

“As a district our belief is to
be open and forthright with all
informatior so In my mind jt
mandates wlat we should be
deing anyway in regards to
communiecating fo our commu-
nily,” Stockwell said in an
email to the Spotiight. “Our
hipe is the plan developed will
counsolitate a number of previ-
ous requirements to make it
easier and more clear for par-
ents to access.”

‘The deadline for submitling
a final drafi to ODE is Jan. 1.
1¢'s unclear when both districis
will have drafl plass coniplet-
ad; however, Jupe explained
that while séudent safety is im-
portant, a barrage of statewlde
mandates can be difficalt for
districts, especially those with
small staffs, to handle.

“Mundaie ali the plans you
like. I frustrated with all the
demands from the Legislature
that don’i take into account the
workload it’s going Lo take the
195 distrieis [in the statel to
implement them,” Jupe said.

Heporting from Pamplin Media
Group'’s Parls Achen confribuded to
this arficie. L
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High lead levels isolated at schools,

school district taking action

v

By Lyra Fontaine
Cannon Beach Gazeile

High lead tevels were found
at a sink faucet at Seaside Bigh
School and & hose at Gearhart
Elementary Scheol after test-
ing in June,

The two problem spots

were among 39 locations {est.
e for lead.

The sink faucet was at the
Seaside High Schoo! conces-
sions staad and has since been
replaced, districl maintenaace
superviser Glendon Ely seid.

The water is underpoing re- -

testing and results are expect-
1

ed in several months.

The fancet was nct used
for drinking but was tested be-
cause of potential food prepa-
tation or ¢ishwashing use.

Above-limit  lead  levels

i ———— -

[

were also found in a hese in
the Gearhart Elementary boil-
er room:. No action was needed
because it was a control sam-
ple, Bly said. The water is used
to clean the boifer room.

b




chools complete

Roseburg district says it feels
“good about the results”

lead testing

VERAWESTBROOK
The Maws-Review

I time for the 2016-17 school
year that begins in early Sep-

T44-7

tember, Rosebuig Public Schools

announced Thursday that it has
completed all fead testing for

district-wide water fixtures and
test resulis have been recorded.

“We feel good about the results
and we've hagd good conversations
with public health,” said Roseburg
Public 5chools Superintendent Gers
Washburn,

To find out about the risks of
lead exposure through water, the
Raseburg School District leadership
team contacted Douglas County

y

Public Health Officer Dr. Robett
Dannenhoffer.

Danneniioffer explained that
aithough lead expasure is a serious
concertn, the incidence of deriv-
ing detrimental atfects from fead
through drinking water is low unless

LEAD, A8
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the lead Jevel is high or a large amount of
water is consumed,

“Based on those conversations we feel
comfortable knowing that it's highly uo-
likely that the kids couid have accumulat-
ed any significant amouats of lead from
water,” Washburn said.

Out of a total of 1,214 water samples
tested, 207 of the water sources retested
contained more than the Environmen-
tat Protection Agency’s limit for lead
in school water, which is 0,02 parts per
million,

Among the tests above the EPA lead
lisnit, 35 of the faucets were drinking bub-
blers, 168 were sink faucets, and of those,
98 were science lab fixtures. Two more
wete kitchen sinks and another two be-
longed to other kitchen equipment. Few
of the fixtures used for drinking and meal
preparation tested above the EPA limit.

“If you take the science fixtures out of
the averall totals, 9 percent of our fixiures
were testing positive for lead and most of
those were barely over the limit set by the
EPA, s0 we rezlly didn’t have significant
exposuses anywhere,” Washbum said.

Dannenhoffer also said that biood lead

levels of Douglas County children ovey
time show that the county is far balow
the national levels, This means that
county lead poisoning is a low public
health risk, compared with the iop three
county heaith concerns of smoking, obe-
sity and the use of safety belts.

Those parents concerned about jead
exposure in their children are welcome
to seek a recommendation from their
primary hkealth caze provider and to re-
guest a blood test for lead.

‘The district plans to replace ail 207
fixtures that were above the EPA lead
limi. Those fixtures not replaced before
school starts on Sept. 6 will be disabled
until fixed. Once replaced, all the fix-
tures will be tested a third time to ensure
they fall below the EPA limit of 0.02
ppm.

Washburn said the overall cost of
‘the project is about $100,000, which
includes $39,000 for initial lead testing,
$55,000 to change all the fAxtures and

another $5,000 on retesking faucets to
ensure they are clear after replacement.
Washburn added that the scheol dis-
tzict is doing all that needs to be done to
keep district children safe and that some
help from the Legisiature would be ap-
oreciated to ensure that the costs don’t

impact instructional programs,

“It's going to impact our budget, but
I am hopeful that the Legislature wiil
follow through with its commitment to
supply districts with funds to pay for
the testing,” Washbuin said.

He also hapes that the state Legisla-
ture considers the fact that part of that
testing entails replacing those fixtuzes,
since that Is a student safety issue and
the district has responded to the need
expressed by the public.

“We feel pretty good about where
we ate, and we are looking forward to
school starting,” Washburn said.

‘Fhe number of water fixtures that

Roseburg, OR
&I‘Jouglas Ca.}
ews Review
Cir, D. 18,287
Cir. 5. 19,270
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retested above the EFA limits for

lead are listed as foliows by school:
Eastwood, 1; Fir Grove, 3; Fullerton,
2; Green, 6; Hucrest, 7; Melrose, 14;
Rose, 15; Sunnystope, 2; Winchester,
10; Fremont, 74 (50 are science lab
fixtures); JoLane, 71 (48 are science
lab fixtures); Roseburg High Schoo], 2
district office, 0.

A complete list of district lead test
resuits will be available today on the
RPS website homepage at www.rose-
burg.kiz.or.us, Further questions can
be referred to Superintendent Gerry
Washburn at 541-440-4014 or by email
at pwashburn@roeseburg kiz.orus.

744-7
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McKay water fo

Sunridge Middle School faucets pass all tests

By GECRGE PLAVEN
7447 East Oregonian

Twa schools in Pendfefon have
walter sources that tested above the
Environmental Profection Agency’s
acceptable limit for lead, including

10 drinking fountains at McK:
Creek Elementary School, v
Lab results also found eleyated
levels of lead in two sitks n the
gold gyin girls lacker room a
I‘mldlc_aton High School. District
Superintendent Andy Kovach said

PENDLETON

all of the fixtures will be replaced
and re-tested,

One drinking fountain at MeckKay
Schoot registered 95 parts per
billion of lead, which is nearly five
fiunes higher than the EPA limit
befnre action st be taken. Kovach
said each of the founlains wil be
replaced before kids return to sehool

did not know exactly how old the
fountains are,

. “The.PendIeton School District
s working hard (o comply with
Oregon state puidefines and to
address each site witl elevated Jead
levels,” Kavach said in a statement
Monday. “The district will continue
to wark diligently on this ungit all

untains over lead limit

levels are within acceptable limits.”

Resulls were also  reloased
Monday  for Suntidge  Middle
School, which detected no clevated
Tead levels in that building. Testing
was done at Table Rack Analytical
Lab in Pendleton,

Kovach said the two sinks at PHS
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More lead found in water

High levels found in 22 of 42 school buildings tested so far

TRACY LOEW
STATESMAN JOURNAL

7447

Eight more buildings in the Salem-
Keizer Schoo] District have high lev-
els of lead in water From at least one
tap - including the central kitchen,
where food is prepared for all of the
district’s schools,

As of Monday, high lead levels had
been detected in 22 of the 42 schools

“We've got roughly half of the re-
sults bacle,” district spolcesman Jay
Remy said. "We're hopeful we’ll get
the rest of them this weelc.”

If that doesn’t happen, the district
likely will provide bottled water at
schools waiting for their results, he
said.

The district has shut off water to
sinks and fountains where high lead
levels have been found, and is work-

the pipes behind them,

Meanwhile, the Marion County
Health Department has issued an
alert for doctors and clinics, previd-
ing links to the Salem-Keizer test re-
sulis and te more information about
lead exxposure in chifdren.

The health department is advising
parents with concerns te check with
their children’s doctors.

That's in contrast to Portland,

DAMIELLE PETERSOM/STATESMAN JOURNAL

FRC technician Shawn Contreraz collects fead

and district buildings where testing is

complete,

ing to determine whether the problem
lies with the fiztures themselves or

Lead

Continued from Page 1A

where both Portland
Public Schoels and the
Multnomah County

See LEAD, Page 2A

testing samples at Pringle Elementary de

Health Department of-
fered free home test kits
and screening clinies af-
ter high tead levels were
found in school taps
there.

Salem-Keizer  con-
tracts with food-service
giant Sodexo to provide
meals for the district.

Director Dave Har-
vey said the tap that
tested high serves a
three-sink setup used
for hand washing dish-

es. .
Water te the sink has

peen turned off, and the
fixture will be replaced,
Harvey said.

“We have another
three-sink system we're
able to use,” he said.

The district received
surprising results at Sa-
lem Heights Elemen-
tary Schoot, which had
previously been tested

in June.

The earlier tests
showed that all taps but
one were under 2 parts
per billion.

That one, at 3.3 ppb,

was well below the dis-
trict’s “action level” of
15 ppb. .
Retesting in August
showed 20 taps over 2
ppb. One tap, at 16 prk,
was over the action lev-
el, .
Remy said that likely
reflects the fact that
school had been out for
more than a month dur-

eight hours, to try to
simulate use during the
school year. .

But that miethod Isn’t
perfect, Remy sauj.

“When you test in two
timeframes, your build-
ing usage is different,”
Remy said. “But I don't
think one school proves
that's a districtwide
trend.” :

. 744-7
ing the second set of it
samples. tloew@state: L

The district flushed
plumbing in the schvools,
then let the water sit for

journal.com, 9
6779 or follow at Twit

ter.com/Tracy_Loew.
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State board adopts

lead festing rules

T44-7 By Sean Hart

Blue Mountzin Eagle

Prairie City School District is en-
couraging students 1o bring refillable
water bottles after high lead levels
were found in several drinking foun-
tains.

All local schoo! districts tested
for lead this summer after high lev-
els were found in Flint, Michigan,
city water and water at some Portland
schools.

The Eagle/Rylan Bongs
A Prairie City School
water fountain that tested
over the acceptable limit
tor lead contamination.

LEAD

—_—
Comtinued from Page AT

She said she has removed somme of
the moca.ﬂ.um and replaced them with
one that is filtered and can il bottles to develoy
in the hallway by the elementary re-  Jead
stroams.

Of the other Grant County schoals
tested, only Monument Schoo] Dis.
trict had high levels, 0188 mg/L, but

school.

opted a new rule,

Q.__.n.dq_aﬁ said student safety is
2 %0p priority but also noted the fest-
g Was expensive, $60 per fountain,
which quickly adds up even for a small

All scheol distriets will spon have
D & plan to regularly test for
and radon as well, after the Ore-
gon Board of Education recently ad-  ah

The board in June agreed 10 fast-
track adoption of the rule a fire request

Prairie City had several water sourc-
s exceeding the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency fmit. Although Neil-
son Research Corporation in Medford,
which tested al! the Jocal samples, lists
an EPA limit of .02 micrograms per li-
ter, the EPA currently recommends ac-
tion at 013 mg/L or more.

After a June 22 test showed high
lead — .0945 mg/L. in the old gym
boys locker room and .0526 mg/L
in the new gym boys Jocker room
-« Praitie City Superintendent Julie
Gurezynski shut off the water to those
fountaing, flushed the system and or-
dered another test of the fountains
that showed high levels.

does the school distriet address

plan to address water.™

timeline was too tight znd express

don, how does the sciool district

PC School shuts off water to Momm.m&ms fountains

In the second test, the fountain in
the girls locker room of the old gym
tested at (0285 mg/L. The drinking
fountain in elementary room 2 tested
at .0266 me/L, The fHountain in the el-
ementary hallway tested at 0244, The
fountain in the elementary library
tested at .0178. All other areas tested
below the limit.

“When I received the results from
the June 22 test, [ immediately shut
the water off to the locations where
we tested over the legal limit to
minimize the exposure to students,”
Gurezynski said.

See LEAD, Page AI6

v

_—

cation, who headled up the milemaking,
“By creating a plan you have one
place that comnaunity members ang
parents can look to find our how

ra-

The Board of Education pushed
ead with the rule despite protests
from school advocates who said the

ed

m:%i worry about wh

: Mﬂ " EMM Momﬂm.,m: sﬁw _.Maw_ﬂsmmwm _N._H. omwﬁcnﬂw.uﬁwonﬂmuw mmoﬁa(ma.aﬂﬂn_ wm%wmm the nomﬁnmwwwwﬁwﬁmmﬂwW
fountain. The next highest resyls d v endin gy, o

117 e ﬁw_“._ _ ult was  land Public Schaols aver Jead in drink- “You are setting up a framework

ing wat
I Long Creeics two tests, the Kitch. ing water that went unreported,

en sink tested highest at 00198 m «  f0 submit
The highest level in Dayville ﬂw& e for both
00374 mpf.. For Grant Union, the  with a fina)

nior high school was 00242 mg/L;
Seneca, 00126 mgf,; and Fumbok

The rule _.mmﬁ_..ﬁ school districts  the
L prediminy lan for test-
Ing for both lead m:amHWaWu by Ot 1,
Plan due by Jan, 1. While
Em._.&o gives 1o specific deadtine for
5 testing for lead, it does require districts

1o report results to the public within

tled to."

by which we have assurances at
- state level that our schools are
taking action in a comprehensive
way toward health and safety,” sajg
Oregon Chief Education Officer
Lindsey Capps. “It’s an imperative
that every student should be entj-

Albany, OR 4
(Linn Co.)
Democrat Herald
{Cire. D. 14,100)

AUG 81 2018
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Elementry, 011 mgl,

Guregynski said she has ot re-
ceived any complaints about high lead :
Hm.cow in gwdents. The BPA réports  that
high levels of lead can case brain, red  was
blood cell and kidney damage in chil-
dren. She said the district also tested
for copper on the second test. but all
weere below the EPA action Jeve] of 13

mg/L.

five Mﬁsnﬁ days and to send out an
annual report. dreds of millions of dojlars i i
“What we like shout this plan is  tional costs to schools in 5_” ..M_m__.r
part of what we saw in Portland  of testing, supplving botte water
the community didnt have ace ifi . ;
653 to information, and in fact, when
you have larpe institutions information
can get lost over the years,” said Em-
__« Nazarov, operations policy analyst
with the Oregon Department of Eda-
744-7

The requirement will entail hun-

high levels of Tead, according to the
Qregon School Boards Association,
Capital Bureau reporter Paris
Achen contributed 1o this repor,
e —

T

High
lead
at12
schools

GAPS reports more
results: Six additional
buildings test positive
JENNIFER MOODY
Albany Democrat-Herald

Sizmore Albany school build-
ings have tested positive for high
lead counts in their water sup-

plies, bringing the total number
te 12 of more than 20 facilities.

Previously, Greater Al-
Bbany Public
Schools  re-
oz--zm ported tests
Maps of each at six schocls
_school with had  come
i back  with

the location el
of the positive  Tiigh levels in
test and the one or more
lavel found m;.»a,ﬂm_m .
are at hitps// Wmﬂeﬁwﬁ mm‘
i ; afa .
bit.ly/2bxgjzt. Sty Shore.
Tangent,

Sunrise and Waverly elemen-
tary schools all had test results
showing levels of lead higher
than the action level required by

i
Please see 1EAD LEVELS, Page A2
{

|

So far, only Oak Ele- Memorial Middle or West
itive test has been taken mentary, Albany Options Albany High schools.
Foilowing a high lead

cut of service, either by, and Timber Ridge schools

each fixture with a pos-

ad levels

Al

;

the Environmental Protec-  marking it or shulting off - had testing fully com- scare jn the Portland

L
Fro]

tion Agency of 15partsper the water, until it can be pleted with no positive schools eatfier this year,

Albany samgpled all drink-

Fixtures at Periwinkle ing fountains, classrcom

tesults.

billion.

replaced and retested,

Albany’s director of fa-

On Tuesday, the district )
reported it has received cilities was not in the of- have been teplaced and sinks and scurces for

more tests, The list now fice Tuesday but will be reiesting has shown ne cooking water in all dis-

Maps of each school

plete at Central, Liberty, with the location of the

Testresulis aren't com-  Fir Grave, Qak Grove and  posilive test and the fevel

mer Fairmount school, plete distrietwide. GAPS North Albany elemantary found are posted on the

samples.
which currently houses officials saythey maytake schowols, but no elevated district’s website, htip://

TResults are not yet com-

fat. Mo test results heve water-testing-informa-

start of school next week levels, according to the taking approximately 500
a whiie because of high levels have been found so albany,k12.or,us/parents/
come in yet for either tion/

Ciover Ridge workingon a plan for the repeat of the high lead trict buildings this july,
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‘New plan won’t require lead testing

744~ . : e
State/?;)epartment of Education will require districts to reduce exposure

By Jolene Guzman
the ltenizer-Observer

SALEM — The State
Board of Bducation's new
rules regarding plans for
schools to reduce student
exposure to fead In water
wor't require testing.

Bui it does make districts
responsible for coming up
with plans to reduce expo-
sure 10 lead through water
and paint, and to make
these strategies public
thyough a “Healthy and Safe
Schools Plan.”

Neither the Oregan De-

partment of Fducation nor.

the Cregon Heaith Authority

has the legal authority to re 1y parent,_about swhat_scho

guire lead lesting. The

?

healthy schools plan does
compel districts to make a
“plan te test for and reduce
exposure to lead in water
used for drinking or food
preparation,”

The rule alsa requires

schools make plans for re-
ducing exposure to lead
paint in compliance with
the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s
“Renovation, Repalr and
Palnting Program Rule,”
Plans for radon testing
and pest management, both
required by law, are to be in-
cluded in the Healthy and
Safe Schools document in
an. effort to be more trans;

“have in place, to- deal w1
;oo

environmental issues in
buildings.

“The rule was crafted to
do two things: one, 1o pro-
mote maximum flexibility
for districts and, two, also
maximum transparency 1o.
communities,” said Michael
Ellio#t, of ODE, during an in-
foymational presentation on
the naw rule,

Those plans are public,
and results from any esting
done in accordance with
those plans are to be re-
leased within five days of re-
ceiving them.

While lead testing is not
tequired in the rude, ODE
spokeswoman Tricia Yates

. said the rules provide guid- | the home.”
ance to districts which alse

allow for the public to have a
say in how schools plan to
test and reduce exposuze.
Brett Sherry, with OHA,
said there is no safe level of

lead exposure, bui noted"

that most efevated lead lev-
els don't stem from expo-
sure at sthools or through
drinking water. Lead expo-
sure is especially danger-
oys {o chiidien younger
than 8 years of age because
their brains are still devel-
oping,

“Lead based paint is the
major cause of childhood
lead poisoning in Oregon,”
Sherry said. “The vast ma-
jority of that is happening in

"He suid there tias beén no
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direct Hink established be-
tween clevated blood lead
levels and drinking water.

Kari Salis, also with OHA,
said if schools are testing,
the department recom-
mends following Environ-
mental Protection Agency
protocol. She said the gnid-
ance isn't clear about when
testing should be conduet-
ed, but is clear about what
conditions should be in
place before samples are
drawrs.

She said the EPA recom-
mends testing after water
has been sitting in the pipes
for eight to i8 hours, and
that if testing in the surnmer,
schaogls should try to. simu-
late regular conditions.
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She said it's up to school
districts if they want to test
more faucets than those
usad for drinking and food
preparalion or if they want
use a lower “action level”
than the 20 parts per billlon,

Elliott said it is possible
that Jawmnakers would desig-
nate funding 1o schools for
testing, but money to fix
problems found through
testing is likely to remain the
districts’ responsibility — at
least for now,

“There is nu designated
source of funds,” he said.

Braft Healthy and Safe
Schools Plans must be sub-
mitted to ODE by Get. 1 and
final plans are due Jan, 1,
2017, co

|
|
|
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“State hoard adopts lead
testing rule for schools

L—’4

State districts must
make results public
within five days

Paris Actan
Pamplin Media Group

SUBLIMITY — The Ore-
gon Board of Education
adopted a new rule
Wednesday, Aug. 17, that
for the fivst time requires
school districts to test for
lead in water af districi-

{he timel(ue was (oo Light
and expressed worry
abowt where to find money
to address (he cost of test-
ing and mitigation.

“You are setting up a
frameworl by which we -
have assarances at the
state level that our scheols
are taking action in a com-
prehensive way toward
health and safety,” said
Oregon Chief Education
Officer Lindsey Capps.
“It’s an imperative that ev-
ery student should be enti-
tled {0.”

The requirement will en-

In April, Brown directed
the Oregon Department of
Education and Ovegon
Health Anthority to re-
view existing reguire-
menis for envivenmental
testing and address the
problem of lead in drink-
ing water. During the re-
view, health and eduecation
officials learned that nei-
ther the education depart-
ment nor the health an-
thority had rules fo re-
quire schools to test for
[ead.

The health authority has
the power to require test-

;E‘;lﬁﬂ(‘fseﬂfgg‘ij :“d "™ tall hundreds of millions of ing of publ ie ‘t\;::;s;l e

to the public. ols ap
Theboardin  “Yoy are setting up aframewark hy which wa schools ave

}T;s’tlﬁfagclfz%g;ﬁon have assurances at the state level that our ~ om the

of the new rmle at  SGN00IS are t.':lkm%| action in & comprehensive  2gency’s ju-

the request of Gav. Way toward health and safety. [t's an %;‘;‘gf';’;nsed

Kate Brown, after  jmperativa that every student should be -rule would

widespread media entitled to.” require

coverage of a scan-
dal in Portland

— Oregon Chiaf Education Officer Lindsey Cagps School dis-

triets, char-

Pablic 8chools
over lead in drink-
ing water that went unre-
ported.

'The rale requires school
districts {o submit a pre-
liminary plan for tesling
for buih [ead and radon by
Oct. 1, with a final plan
due by Jaxn, 1, While the
rule gives no specific
deadline for testing for
lead, it does requive dis-
tricts to report results to
the public within five busi-
ness days and to send out
an annual report.

“"What we like about this
plan is that part of what
we saw in Portland was
the community didn't have
aceess fo information, and
in fact, when you have
large Institutions, informa-
tion can get [ost over the
years,” said Emily Naz-
aroy, operations polcy an-
alyst with the Oregon De-
pariment of Education,
who headed up the rule-
making.

“By creating a plan, you
have one place that com-
munity members and par-
ents can look to find gut
how does the school dis-
{rict address radon, how
does the school district
plan to address water,”
Nazarov said.

The Board of Education
pushed ahead with the
ride despite protests from
school advecates who said

dollars in additional costs
to schools in the fortn of
testing, supplying botiled..
waler, mitigation and test-
ing individuals who might
have been exposed to high
tevels of lead, according {o
the Oregon School Boards
Association.

Portland Public Schools

estimates that taking
those steps will cost that
district an estimated §7
willien, said Joe Crelier,
the distriet’s director of
risk management.

The cost of just testing
lead in water for drinking
and foed preparation is es-
timated {o cost $10,000 for
a small district and about
$1 million for a large dis-
trict, according to district
representatives who at-

*tendedt a July 25 meeting

on the proposed rules.
Legislative leadership
has asked the Emergency
Board to allocate money in
September to pay for costs
of testing hut not mitiga-
tion, Nazarov of ODE said.
The Legislative Fiscal Qf-
fice Is working on a pro-
posal to present ta the
Fmergency Beard on Sept.
23, according to school ad-
vocates, Legistative Fiscal
Officer Ken Roceo was not
immediately available
Wednesday, Aug. 17, to
provide that number:,

ter schools

and educa-
tion services districts to
conduet lead and radon
testing.and to submit an
enviromnental moniloring
pian ic OBE for keeping
water, air and physical
spaces safe for students
and staff,

The health authority al-
ready had approval {o re-
quire scheols to test for ra-
don, but the new rule will
provide comprehensive
guidance fo schools on all
of the {esting required.

The agencies asked
schoots {o test for lead
during the summer, Most
of the districts have either
completed or ave in the
process of testing, Naz-
arov said. The agencies
recommended that schools
identify sources of }ead,
stop access, communicate
resulis to stalf, students,
parents and the cominuni-
ty, and mitigate and repair
the problemn.

An OSBA survey of 104
schools eariier this month
found that 88 percent of
respondents were in the
process of testing drinking
water for lead. Most of the
other 12 pereent had ei-
ther already tested water
or had a plan in place to do
8o alter classes resume in
the fafl,

LaGrande, OR
{Union Co.}
The Observer
{Circ. 3xW, 5,260)
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|’ Union

receives
good

By Dick Mason
The Observer
The Union Schoof District
is entering the new academic
year boosted by good news,
- Lead tests conducted by

a certified Jab indicate that

all of the school districts

drinking water sites met

EPA standards, Water from

between 15 and 20 fixtures

were tested, and the lead

level in all the fixtures was

far below the EPA Limit, said
. Union School District super-

" intendent Carter Wells,

“The Urion Scliool District
is pleased to report that
water at our schools does not
vontain harméul lead levels”
Wells said. “We will continue
to monitor this; and keep
communicaling to parents
and our community”

The water testing was
done by Box R Water Analy-
sis Laboratory of Prinevilie,

The average lead level in
the scheol district’s fixtures
was three parts per billion,
far under the BPA limit of 20
parts per billion. The fixture
with the highest reading
is a grade school drinking
fountain. That fisturehad a
reading of 10 parts per bil-
Tion, but it was still well
below the EPA limit. Wells
said the school district is
looking inta ways in which
this level could be lowered,

The district’s lead test
results are noteworthy con-
sidering the age of the school
district’s buildings. The high
school is the oldest, building,
and it was built more than
100 years ago. Wells said
Union’s good water tests may
reflect the excellent. work
done by custodiaf and physi- j
cal plant staffs in maintain- /

2 2| uilding
X m}g :h ging buildings. _ﬁ




