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TROY BRYNELSON
The News-Reviaw

Unsafe levels of lead have been found with-
in the Novth Douglas School District, district
officials announced Thursday afternoon.

With the help of a Eugene-based chem-
ical testing company, officials called for &
districi-wide test and found higher amounts
of the heavy metal in water in two conces-
sion stands, three science lab stations, a high

schoel bathroom and the water supply in
three classrooms — officially deeming them
“non-drinkable” water. Forty-five locations
were tested.

It has not yet been made clear how much
lead was found. The National Center for
Discase Control sets 15 parts per bil-
lion as the threshold where lead becomes
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dangerous. Those 10 sites
were found to require
“corrective action,” district
officials said,

Superintendent John

Lahley said no drinking
fountains were tainted
with high lead levels, nor
where kitchen areas or
other places whee food
preparation would take
place.

“We're concerned about
the situation on behalf of
the kids,” Lahley said in
a brief phone interview,
“We were going to test in
May and we couldn’t get it
done until school was cut.
But we have gvery inten-
tion to make sure we're all
completed and that our
drinking scurces are go-
ing to be safe for kids.”

The water supply to those
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areas has already heen shut
off.

Analytical Laboratory
Group, of Eugene, conduct-
ed the tests, and it was their

recommendation to district.

officials to double-check the
findings, It is possible, Lah-
ley said in a release, that the
water supplies went unused
for long periods of time and
could require a flush.
“Based vpon research and
advice from professional
agencies, we will do a retest
of those "failed sites’in
order to confirm with cer-
tainty (they) have problems
with the pipes,” Lahley said.
Tests for the heavy metal
have taken off nationwide
this year after Flint, Mich-
igan, came under national
scrutiny for its toxic water
supply affecting residents,
Lead contarnination is
known to cause serious
health effects, and it can be
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even fatal in high doses.
High amounts of lead

have been found on the

tap in schools in Qre-

gon, including two sites

in Portland. The Oregon
Department of Education
and the Oregon Health
Authority have both urged
schools and daycare sites
throughout the state to test
for lead. Gov. Eate Brown
aunounced last week plans
to holster testing for chem-
icals in school districts
throughout the state.

Reporter Troy Brymelson
can be reached at 541-957-
4218 ot troy@nrteday.com.
Orjfollow him on Twitter @
TroyWB. 744-7
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chocls in the Bend-La Pine district were tested for
lead in drinking water recently, and all came up with
a clean bill of health. Other districts in the area will
test In their schools this summer, and it’s Iikely that Bend-La
Pine will have to test again.

That's because the state Board of
Education is considering rules gov-
erning pollutants such as lead and
radon, If the rules are adopted as ex-
pected in August, what's been done
here so far is untikely to be enough.

Lead and raden are at the fore-
front these days in part because
the Portland school district found
too much of both in some schocls
earlier this year. Similar problems
turned up in Eugene, Beaverton amnd
Gresham.

As a result, the state Department
of Education is creating rules for dis-
triets requiring healthy and safe fa-
cilities plans for every building dis-
tricts own or use as schools or public
charter schools.

Assuming the rules are adopted,
the plans are likely to call for testing
of every drinking fountain and sink
in each building for lead, In addition,
schools will have to test for lead in
paint, dirt and dust, and they’ll have
0 test for radon gas.

There’s good reason for 2l this,
Asthe federal Envirorunental Pro-
tection Agency notes on its websire,
lead is particularly dangerous to
children, and the younger the child,
the greater the danger, Lead poison-
ing can lower o child's I and create
behavioral problems, hearing loss
and other preblems. Nor is lead lim-
ited to water. In fact, it’s more Lilely
to be found in paint, dust and dirt.
Lead was often used in public
water pipes before the mid-1870s,
though it wasn't banned for home
use for ancther decade. Almost haif
of Bend-La Pine elementary schools
were built before the mid-1970s.
Even in newer buildings, lead still
can sometimes be found In minute
amounts in faucets and elsewhere.
Allthis is going to cost money, and
uniess the state funds it, the burden
will fall on individual school dis-
tricts. The state Legislature needs to
ensure districts have the money to
do the testing,
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Elementary
water tests
well beyond
guidelines

8Y CALLEY HAIR
OFfthe News-Times
744.7

NEWTORT — A precautionary lead
lest of every classroom: at Yaguina View
Elementary turned wp high levels of
lead in four additional sinks following &
borderline test result last month.

The new resnlts found classroom
sinks that blew past the federal action
lhnit of 0,015 milligrams per liter, with
results as high as 0.151 mg/L.

“Because that came back not good for
us, we'ré going to test avery drinking
fountain and sink in the whole district”
said Ttich Belloni, support services di-
rector at the Lincein Couniy School
District. "We don’t have any choice, We
have to test sverylhing now”

The findings came as a surpriss to
Belioni, whose department tesied 12
sites at the elementary school in May.
Of these, only one raised any concern
— a single sink in the soulh wing of the
school with a concentration of .0192
mg/L, bately above the federal linit.

To case worties about $he borderline
test, Lhe school shut off its water foun-
tains in all ¢lassrooms and brought in
hottled water for the remainder of the
school year. 1t also provided free volun-
tary lead testing 1o its students on June
14. No students tested positive for lead
poisoning.

Bellori said the schoal would test ev-
ery drinking foantain as a precaation-
ary measure. The new resnlts fav ex-
ceeded expectatisns — water in rooms
31, 34, 36, and 41 contain lead concen-
trations of 0.0535, £.151, 0.140, and
10,0523, respeclively.

All of these concentrations are more
than triple the federal limit, requiring
drastic action from the school district.

Starting Wednesday, July 6, Belloni
and his team will test every sink anc
fountain in the district, which he esti-
mates total mare than 2,000 sites.

“It's not going ta be cheap,” Belloni
said.

Testing one water sample for lead
coste $18 plus shipping costs, he said.
Multiplied by the thousands of sites,
he said the project would cost at least
$45,000.

“And thats if we don't find anything,”
he added.

Kelloni and his team are taking ad-
vantage of the sminmer lull to veplace
the main pipe under the south wing of
the school, swapping ont the old copper
pipes held together with Jead soider for
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;Educgtiori board to

ado pt new rules to

'Requu ing schools to
| monitor, post results
Lyearly will boost costs

By PARIS ACHEN
t‘apllai' Bureuut--- - -- =~

| + Oregon's Board of Kduca-
“Yon s Fast- {racking adoption .

%5f a newrule that requires
schopls to fest For lead and ra-
den, and then veport those re-
sults fo the publie.

The rule came on the heels of

2 scandal in Pertland Public
Schools over lead in drinking wa-
ter thal wenl unreported, and a
directive by Gov. Kate Brown.

test for lead, radon

povwer te requive testing of pub-
ke water systems, bui schpols
are excluded fron: the ageney’s
Jurisdiction. The preposed rule

would require school districts,-

charter schools and education
services districts {o conduct lead
and radon testing and to submit
an environmental imonitoring
plan o ODE for keeping water,
air and physical spaces safe for
students and staff.

The health authority aheady
had the right ie require schaols
to test for radon, but the new
1de will provide compreliensive
guidance to schools on ali of the
testing required. Schools will be
required to report their test re-
sults antsally to the education

T think a1 additional 1ayel of — department and o the commu-

checks and balances when we
are tatking about student safely
(is needed), sc 1 think this will
make parenis fesl much hetter,”
said OBE board chairwon:an Mi-
anifa Summer.
- The board heazrd a first read-
_ing of the rule in mid-June and
plans adoption on Aug. 17, A
.public heacing on the proposal is
scheduled for Aug. 2. The re-
yguirement will entail additional
(wosts Lo schools and the Oregon
<Department of Education; the
TLegislative Fiscal Office jswork-
.ing onan estinate on what those
scosts will be. Legislative leader-
ship has asked 1he Emergency
Board to allocate meney to pay
or it
;. Brown direcfed the Oregon
JDepartment of Edocation and
Pregon Heallhk Aullorily in
. April to review existing require-
ments for envircnmental lesling
Jand address ihe problem of lead
(jndrinking water, .
» During the review, health and
education officials learned that
Jelther the education depart-
.ment nor the health aothority
Aas the power to require schools
+test for lead, sadd Emily Nazarov,
woperations policy analyst with
‘the education department's gov-
erriment andlegal affairs seclion,

‘Unfunded mardates?” T

'l'he heaith nulhnrzty fias the dsavnileble ... .. y
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anew Schedule 50 CPVC line,
Aid i, we'te going to put in

new pipes the whole way®
Belloni said,

“We think maybe il's the but in his 17 years with the
lead _|omLs where they put  district they ~ hadw'L heen
copper pipe together. They touched.

h use z lead solder, and in the

Rather than Iry te Band-  olddays the lead solderwasn't
tao great,”

He said he's unsure when 211 or chair@newportaews-
the pipes were Jast replaced,

744-7
Contsct  reporter  Culley
Hair "al 541-265-8571 ext,

timtes.com.

nity.

“Fm supportive of this, but £
am alse thinking this is like the
iceberg with only the tip visible
and there is a lot of it unseen,
and it ran become very quickly a
nightmare,” said school board
member Samuei Hemry.

Henry said if the Legistature
doesp’t approve additional fund-
ing for implementing {he rule, it
could be another cne of those
“fantous wfunded mandates.”

The agencies asked schools to
test for lead dwing the simmer.
Alt of the districts have either
completed or are in the process
of testing, Nazarov said, The
agencies recommend that
schools ddenlify sources of lead,
stop aceess, comununicate re-
sulis fo stzff, students, parents
and the cotmmusnity and l:mugate
and repair the problem.

“Districts are doing = lot of
this already,” Nazarov said.
“Portland {Public Schocls) men-
{ioned at one of the meetings
one of {heir Jearning pointsis te
maks sure you sre docurent-
ing this. Repairs are done. Peo-
ple leave organizaliens, and
nobody knevws thal the repair
was done or when it was done,
and that information is lost.
,This is a way tgmake sure here

s ATecors {al the.community
has aceess fe and that that bifo

Portland, OR
(Multnomah Co.)
Trlbu
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‘Alternative school

has lead in water

-
MuI;rZanaf;/;ESD
offers bottled
water at Helensview

By SHASTA KERANS MOQRE
The Tribune

A Gerd of the fixtures at
an alternative high school
program serving studenis
from five Portland school
distrieis have tested above
federal Ilmits for lead in
drinking water.

There were 17 fixtures at
Helensview School, operated
by Multremal Education Ser-
vice District (MESD), that test-
ed higher than 36 paris per bii-
tion of lead on June 15. The

. highest rang i at 94.2 ppb —

more than six Hmes the limit.

“All of those have obviously
been shut off,” said distriet
spakesweman Laura Cenroy.

Olficials wisl coatinae with
an earjy-June decision to keep
the fauceis shut off and pre-
vide bottled water to staff and
students during summer
school, In fact, Conroy said
bottled water #ias been provid-
ed in every classroom sinee
2009 as 2 way te keep kids in-
gide the classroom during
jearning time.

“Academic efficiency is re-
duted when a studeni leaves
class and misses out on in-
straction,” she said. “Providing
hottled water in the classrooms
supports academic efficiency
by allewing students {o remain
in class and fecused on learn-
ing.”

The test results were posted
on the district's website last
week, along with {he results

Irom two other schools built
before the lead han. Wheatley
and Wynne Watts schools' fix-
* tures tested below actionable
Ylevels.

Oregon Education Associa-
tion's Alan Moore, a anion
spokesman fox MESD staff, de-
clined comment other than to
say that he was glad the other
five MESD schools — threc of
them built after a 1986 load han
— came back with clean tesl
results.

Helensview, which is ieased
to the MESD by Parkrose
School District, teaches more
than 200 students who have
had treuble in the mainsiream
education system. The stu-
deats have had bavriers such
as chronic absenteelsm, home-
lessness, behavioral elalleny-
es and other issues. Aboutl bwo-
thirds of the students are from
Portland Public Schonls.

There is a chid care center
on campus, but it has always
had deliveries of drinking wa-
ter, Conroy said. Twoe fixtures
tabeled “Early Child” on the
{est results are for sinks in a
hallway outside the gynasiumn,
she said. There are two [ixtares
in the child care room, it
those fixtures tested well be-
Tow federal lintits,

Health officials have said
any ievel of lead can be danger-
eus to young childver. The ef-
fects of lead poisoning in chil-
dren undet § caa lead {o devel-
opmental disabilities and be-
haviorai challenges. Adulis
and older children are gener-
ally able to precess the foxin,
but it can pose a signilicant
health risk at high levels.

The Envircamental Protee-
tion Agency sels a standard of
15 parts per billion for lead ina
water system or 20 parts per
hillion at a single fix{ure.

Conroy says the district will
flush the affected faucels for 3¢
seconds and then run a second
test to determine if the contam-
inants are coming from the
pipes or the fixtures and then
take apprepriate action.




Pendleton schools begin testing for lead

By ANTONIC SIERRA
East Cregonian
744-7
‘Ihe Pendleton Bchool District is
trying to get a lead on lead testing.
Michelle Jones, the districts
director  of busincss  services,
discussed the disirict’s testing, effaris
at a school board meeting Tuesday,
Since Kirby Nagellwout Constrie-
tion Co. was already rumning
{ests on the plumbing systems for
Washington and Sherwood Heights
elementary schools whilecompleting
consimclion on two new buiidings,
Jones said the company agreed to
test for lead at those two sites.

“We're doing a sampling based
on the plumbing throughout the
district so we'se not sampling every
faucet at this point,” she said, “We’ll
deterrnine, based on the resulls, if we
need 1o test further or if we're good
at that point.”

Jones said she’s waiting for
resulls to return from the lests and
will eventuaily release them to the
public on the district’s website.

Lead testing became a hot topic
across the sfalc when Portland
Public Schools discovered iarge
amomls of lead in its water suppiy. A
recent survey conducted by the East
COregonian found that most schools

TG
NEWS UPDATE | Lead in schools

in Umatilla and Morrow counties did
not test for lead.

“It's a statewide issue because ail
the labs are just being bombarded
by requests now afler the Portiand
fiasco,” board member Dave Krum-
bein said. “It's a huge issue statewide
becavse everyoue wants jt done
now.”

According to the Environmental
Protection Agency, ingesting lead
through drinking yater can have
adverse health effects, especially for
young children.

“Ia children, low fevals of expo-
sure fave been Sinked to damage to
the central and peripheral nervous

system, learning disabilitics, shorter
stature, dmpaired hearing, and
impaired formation and function of
bleod cells,” the EPA website stales,

The district’s lead tests are being
done even (hough here is no state
requirement.

“It's (he responsible thing to do,”
Chairweman Debbie vicBee said.

The district does have a mandate
to start testing for radon gas, the
result of = bill passed by the Eegis-
lature in 2015.

Jones said the district has to
submit a radon testing plan to the
state by Scpt. 1 with the expectation
to start regular testing in 2021,

Portland, OR AINSWORTH ELEMEN-
TARY: Tests on water
{Multnomah Co.} samples from Ainsworth Ele-

The Cregonian
(Circ. D. 247,833)
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mentary show that 20 of the
school's 83 faucets and foun-
tains, including two drinking
fountains and eight class-
room sinks, contained lead
atlevels highes than a federal
action threshold.

Twa classroom sinks had
the worst problem, giving off
lead at more than five tirnes
the federal threslwold, The U.S.
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gnvironmental Protection
Agency Iequizes water sys-
tems to take action to reduce
lead levels if water contains
15 parts per billicn. The two
sinks produced water with
88 and 84 parts per billior: of
lead, test resulis show.

The school enrolls 600
students in kindergarten
through grade five. It was
built in 1912 and serves some
of Portland’s wealthiest
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CHAPMAN ELEMENTARY:
Lead at levels as high as
10 times the federal action
level showed up in 28 fau-
cets, including in six class-
room sinks and threekitchen
sinks, at Chapman Eleinen-
tary, tests show, That meant
one third of the school’s 88
waler sources was danger-
ously tainted.

Al 25 of the schoolsdrink-  district’s largest elementary
ing fountains gave off water schools with 640 students.
with lesstha 15 parts per bil- — Betsy Hammotid
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With the disirict still needing to
select a Iaboratory o mun the tests,
which take two to seven days to
complete, Jones said the earliest the
distriet could test for radon is winter
break,

According fo the Centers for
Disease Confrol and Preventicn,
20,000 lung cancer deaths per ycar
are aftributed to radon gas,

Jones said the distriet wili also
make the results of the adon testing
available to the public.

Contact  Antenio  Sierra  af
asierraeasioregoniui con or
341-966-0836.

—

Pendleton, OR
ngalilla Co.}
ast Oregonian
Cir. D. 8,726
Cir. 5. 8,888;

lion of lead. But a few were
near that level, with water
samples that contained 14,13
or12 parts per billion of lead.
The highest level of lead
was foundin aboy’s restroom
sink. ‘The lab tests showed
that faucet gave off water -
with 8,010 parts per hiliion
offead.
Chapman is one of the
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LEAD

Continued from page 1

As a result, cvery water
fountain and sink in Lin-
eoin County schools — more
than 2,000 sample sites, ac-
cording 1o Belloni — will be
tested for lead this summer.

“There’s no way to prove
every fixture is OK until
we've tested it Delloni said.

The issue, he said, lies in
a nonexislent paper trail.
Before blueprints were digi-
tized, the district would
have had to keep paper cop-
jes of every update.

“We de remodels in four
or five schools a year, 1f they
did the same thing starting
50 or 60 years agp, you'd
have a house full of paper,
Belloni said.

Yagquina View was buill
in 1958, While Belloni said
there’s no record of any up-
dates to the school’s plumb-
ing since then, the pipes in
question — copper plumb-
ing sealed together with
lead-infused solder, supply-
ing water to the south wing
of the school - didr't come
into popular use until the
1970s.

“Somewhere back, they
must have put copper pipe,”

'v
FOCUS ON | Lead in schools
74~ 7

ROSE CITY PARK SCHOOL: The
two children who tested high for
lead during a screening at Rose Gity
Park School in June were poisoned
by lead in their homes, notby diink-
ing water at school, Multnomalh
County health officials reported
Tuesday.

The two children were the only
peopie found to have elevated blood
lead levels among the 519 children
andadulistested at Creston and Rose
City Park scheols in June after Jead
was Found in drinking fountains and
faucets.

e

Belloni said, adding he’s not
sure when or why the up-
date tack place.

The testing alse raised
questions a2bout the aceu-
racy of the lead testing, as
resulls from the Eugene-
based Analytical Laboratory
Group indicaze that one sink
neasly tripled its iead con-
centration since a previcus
test just iwe weeks easlier.

In a set of May 31 tests,
waler in Room 31 showed
& conceniration level of
00192 mg/L. The border-
line result fell between two
conflicling action limits —
the Oregon Health Author-
ity allows for schools to hit
0.020 mg/L, while the T.5.
Envirenmental Protection
Agency caps acceptable lead
levels at 0,015 mg/1.

In a good-faith effert to
ease conceras among 1each-
ers and parents, the district
shut oft every faucet and
sink in the school and pro-
vided bottled waler for the
remainder of the school
year.

When the water was re-
tested on June 15, the lead
concendration in Room 31
jumped to 0.0535 mg/L.

A representative from An-
ulytical Laboratory Group
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declined tc comment on
why that discrepancy might
exist.

Belloni, however, has a
guess — he helieves that the
same precautionary step of
shutting off the water in the
schonl might have skewed
the results of the second test,
as the water sat stagnant in
the pipes for fer longer than
tle required six hours be-
fore drawing a sample.

“Really, we probably did it
wrong,” Belloni said. “In my
mind, the only way te know
it is (tn) retest i

Tn the effort to test the
cntire county, Riley Hiner,
the distzict summer staffer
taking on the jead testing,
will control fer that variable
by running every faucet and
fountain the afternoon be-
fore coliccting samples.

‘Fhat way, when he draws
the watcr eatly the next
morning, Hiner witl know
exactly how long it's been
sitting in the pipes.

“Because  scheol’s been
out, we don't know whal's
been run and what hasa't
been ran,” Belloni said.

That  process  began
Wednesday, July &, at Yaqui-
na View, Newport High, and
Sam Case Flementacy, when
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District support stafer Riley Hiner walks between classrooms in the south wing of Yaguina
View Elementary on Wednesday, July 6. Hiner will collect samples from every sink and fatcet
in the diskrict, totaling more than 2,000 test sites. (Photo by Calley Hair}

Hiner ran the water before
coliecting  samples {rom
each tap at & a.m. on July 7.

Hiner will hopefully com-
plete the collection process
by Wednesday, July 13, Bel-
oni said. Results take about
10 days to receiva,

At %18 per test, checking

every sink and faucet in the
district shonid cost hetween
$40,000 and $50,000, said
Superintendent Steve Boyn-
ton. That figure doesa’t in-
clude any additional cosls
incurred if the results show
a need for actien.
“Obviously our studeni

The Multnomah County Health
Department has not pinpointed
drinldng water as the source for ele-
vated lead in the blood of any county
resident. That inciudes 30 children
froen various schools tested at clinics
sofar this month, Health Depattiment
investigations have fraced lead poi-
soning in children in Portland te
sources including degraded lead
paint, metal scrapping, hobbies, pot-
tery and a teapot from a yard sale.

For more information, contact
the county’s LeadLine at 503-988-
4000 o7 leadline,org.

JEFFERSON HIGH: The water flow-
ing {rom Jefferson High's drinling
fountains, faucets and showers is
more likely to contain high levels
of lead than at any other Portland
school tested so far.

A whopping 139 fountains and
other fixtures, or 60 percent of the
schaol’s 330 water sources, gave off
water with lead at or above the fed-
eral threshold of 15 parts per billion,
lzb reports show.

That inchudes 10 drinking foun-
tains where water samples con-
tained lead at 10 to 37 tmes that

Portland, OR
{Multnomah Co.)
"The Oregonian
(Circ. D. 247,833}
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level. In ali, 35 water sources pro-
duced water with at least 10 times
the federal action level.

The school, built in 1909, is the
second-oldest stillin tige in the dis-
trict. It has additions built in the
19208, 13505, 1960s and 1970s. it
currently enrolls about 520 stu-
dents.

Lead-tainted water was found
in almost every part of the school,
including the kitchen, cafeteriz,
classrooms, hallways and locker

=

[ODINS. www.pps.net/Page/5378.
The school dees have one water — Betsy Hamond
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safety is of the wpmost im-
poriance, so were taking
every precaution necessary,’
Boynion said.
744.7

Contact reporter Calley
Hair at 541-265-8571 ext.
211 or chair@newporimew-
stimes.com.

bottle refilling station, and the
water it gave off was lead-free, the
lab reposts say.

Portland school officials have
said they will hire an outside firm
te provide bottied water at Jeffer-
son and ail other Portland Public
Schools buildings next year.

High levels of lead have been
found in atleast some water sources
inalmost all Portland Public schools
tested so far this summer, You can
see all of the disizict’s test results at
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While high lead levels were
found in drinking water in
some Portland schools, tests
done on schools hers pro-
duced results significantly
below actionable leveis.

Testing was done in mid-
June, with 74 sampies taken at
Chenowith, Dry Hollow and
Colonel Wright efemeniaries,

" Wahtenka Community Schoal,
The Dalles High School and
Moslor Communrity Schaol,

The EPA recommends that -

schoel water suppiies showing
lead levels above 20 parts per
billion (ppb) be taken out of
service,

Public water systems,
which are separately regulat-
ed by the EPA and typically
the source of school waler
supplies, have a more strin-
gent reguzivement of 15 ppb.

All of the water samples in
the schools showed lead levels
significantly below both those
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Is test low for

standards. For example, while
the most stringent limil is 15
parts per billion, the average
at Dry Hollow was just two
ppb, at Colonel Wright i was
three ppb, Waktanka was one
ppb, Chenowilth was three
ppb, and the high school was
one ppb.

building in ‘The Dalles at 92
years, the high schocl is 76
vears old, Chenowith is 63
years old and Dry HoHow is 56
vears old,

The Mosier School is over
100 years old.

Oregon schools arve not re-
quired to test drinking water

- “Lead exposure is of particular concern
- for children because the toxic metat is

" harmful to health

The sample from Mosier
was less than one pphb,

The elder buildings were
tested first, with the expecta-
tion that they wouid be the
most likely to have probiems.
The Dalies Midéle Schoal, the
newesl building, by far, at 15
years old, will be tested before
school starts, said Superinien-
dent Candy Armstrong.

Coloniel Wright is the oldest

and especially the

- ‘céntral nervous system.”
- - Narth Wasco County School Distriet 21 report

Tor lead, bul in early June
staté school and health aun-
thetiiies recommended taking
such action, the school disirict
said.

“Accerdingly, we contracterd
with PIXIS Labs of Portland
to analyze drinking water at
the five schools,” the schaol
district’s statemend said.

“Wa did not test the charter

district does nol own that
bullding,” the statement said.
Moster Charter School did its
own testing and provided the
results to the district, '

“Lead exposure is of partic
ular concern for children be.
cause the loxic metal is harm-
ful to health and especially the
central nervous system,” the
statement said.

The EPA and fhe Centers
for Disease Control agree
(here is 130 safe level of lead in
a chi®s Blend.

According to the EPA ieb-
site, lead can be harmful even
at low exposure levels, partic-
uiarly for children. [Lead can
accumulale in the body over
time. .

Evan low levels of lead in
the blood of chiidren can re-
sult in behavior and learning
prablems.

Lead can come from paint,
dusl, s0il, aiy, 2nd food, as well
as drinkingiwaten The EPA
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lead levels schools

not require it.

1 Continued from Page Al

. _estimates 20 percent of a

| child's exposure can come
foom drinking water:

them by Oct. 1.

Such plans woutld ag—
dress iesting for lead,

Tﬁe EPA strongly re(:,—
ommends that schools tnsll
for jead in waler, but dees

ust, the sta_le

Bnlarl{dA;lfg Education w'ﬂ_i
consider draft rules requir-
ing that all Oregon schools
create Healthy and Safe I'a-

" cilities Plans and submit

yadon and air quality.

The district witl compiy
with any such rules adaept-
ed, the stalernent said.

Parents who have gues
tions on these issue§
should contact qu) Ca_:'tel,
NWCSD 21 Facilities Du-ec:-

tor, ait 541-506-343C or car-

A@nwascoli2.qrus .7
P

school In Mosier because the

See SCTOOLS. Page A5
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Portland SchoorliDistrict agfees

The Po 1:1,1121 chool Bolrd on
June 21 approved a budget for
2016-17 that incluedes up to
$250,000 to make [ree lead fest-
ing available to any Portland
Public School (PPS) school
worker wlto requests it.

‘The new funding comes from
an agreement made between the
district and leaders of four
unions yepresenting schoof

workers at PPS over the cowrse -

of two meetings —the school
board meeting on Jene 14, and a
district and employee stake-
holder meeting on June 16.
Showing a united front on issucs
of safely, accountability, and
trust, the union leaders con-
{ronted the board about two ma-
Jjor issues.

The first issue: Lead testing
resuls had been held secrct from
employees, as well as.the public,
degrading trust and potentially
endangering students, faculty,
and eraff

tolead estizng for all workers

testing for school employees not

. currently assigned to Creston or
Rose City Park schools.

‘At the stakeholder meeting,

PPS Superintendent Carole

|
|

Smith and management agreed
0 open lines of communication

on vital issues, including health
and safely, with unions and
school workers; and to provide
[ree lead testing to any school

worker who requests it, regard- -

less of their worksite,

Taking part in the discussions

were representatives from Port-
tand Pederation of School Pro-
fessionats, Local 111, AFT-Ore-

" gon; the Porlland Association of

Teachers, Oregon Education
Association; Scrvice Employees
Local 503; School Employees
Union Local 140; and the Dis-
tricl Council of Hiions.

“I'm pleased that we've
reached an agreement that will
improve the peace of mind and

cafatr af vl ardan noan et o

QHSU: Oregon Health &
Science University has shut
down three more drinking
fountains, induding cne on
Thursday, due to high lead
levels.

To date, OHSU has closed
nine fountains, mainly in
Southwest Portland. all of
them had lead levels greater
than 5 parts per bitlion, the
Eavironmental Protection
Agency “action level”

The one closed Thursday,
with 20 parts per billion of
Jead in the water, is located
at the Russeli Street Den-
tal Clinic in Noxtl: Portland,
The thers ate on the uni-
versity’s main campus on
the hill or nearby in South-
west Portland. The most
contaminated fountain, at
72 paris per billion, is on the
third floor of the Casey Eye
Institute.

OHSU says its main lines
are not contaminated;
rather, the problem stems
from bronze and other com-
ponents that Jeach lead into
the water. University staff
will replace the comgpo-
nents, retest the water and
then when they’re clean,
open them up.

- Lynne Terty

(Multnomah Ca.)
The Oregonian
{Circ. D. 247,833}

Allen's P.C.B. Esl. 1888

NEWS UPDATE | Lead in the water
Portland, OR = 7447

0SU; Orepon State Univer-
sity said Tuesday it tested
dozens of drinking foun-
tains, sinks and shawers on
its Corvallis camplis over
the past month in the wake
of bad publicity at Portand
Publie Schools over lead in
water there,

The first wave of OSU
results showed 10 water
fixtures, lazgely showers
or kitchen sinks, in a single
residence hail had elevated
leag levels. The university
shut down those sites and
is making repaiss, accord-
ing to a statement released
this week.

The ety of Corvaliis tests
drinking water each year,
but the water from testing
stations on campus rather
than water that had already
cycled through fountains
and other fixtures. Clark
said the university decided
to go above and beyond
this year and test shower-
heads on campus, too. The
university tested hundreds
of locations in 15 residence
halis, the student union,
Reser Stadium, the librasy
and other highly trafficked
areas.

— Andrew Theen

4
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4 instances

Tt~ 2
of excessive

lead found

in schools

By Sean C, Morgan
Of The New Era

Testing has identified four lo-
cations at Sweet Home High School
with lead levels above the max-
murm allowable, while all of 158
other locations throughout the
Sweet Home School District were
below.

Of the 160 test locations, fead
was undetectable in 104 cases, new

[
a

School Board

From page 1

box in the softball feld, a drinking
fountain in the metal shop and an
eyewash station in the auto shop,
Yahraes said.

Once a location tests positive,
the district begins more detagled
testing to determine where the con-
taminaton is coming frem, he said.
The district is in that phase now.
Upon completion of testing, the
district will begin teplacing parts in
the water system as needed,

“We're still, as a team, consid-
ering other water sources that we
need to test,” Yahraes said. Staff
members are looking for places
where students may go and drink
water.

The district began testing over
the last month, Batliev this year,
the Pertland School District detect-
ed lead in schools across the arvea.
Foilowing that finding, the state
government is sorking on new
rules that would require testing at
schools throughout the state, and
the Oregon Department of Educa-
tion and Oregon Health Authority
have recommended that districts
begin testing.

“The Sweet Home team wanted

to get ahead of this,” Yahraes said,
"because it's the right thing te do”
and to get ahead of a mandate, giv-
ing the district time to adapt and
make corrections,

Present at the meeting, which
was Yahraes' first as superinten-
dent, were board members An-
gela Clegg, Chanz Keeney, Jason
Redick, Chairman Mike Reynolds,
Nick Augsburger, Carol Babcock
and Debra Brown. Jason Van Eck
and Jenny Daniels were absent.

In other business, the board:

B Re-appeinted board officers
for the 2016-17 school year. Con-
tinuing as officers are Reymolds as
chairman; Redick, vice chairman;
and Augsburger, secretary.

W Approved the hiring of Dar-
ren Perry, advanced math, SHHS;
Peter Larson, social studies, SHHS;
Duncan Tuoemi, choir, SHHS; Toni
Petersen, special education, SHHS;
Rachel Sundquist, fifth grade, tem-
porary, Oak Heights; and Elizabeth
Wilks, language arts, SHHS.

M Accepted the resignations
of Kortlin Mason, language arts,
SHHS; Deidra Spencer, science,
SHHS; and Blizabeth Sterling, kin-
dergarten, Hawthorne,

B Adopted policy revisions
governing student and staff com-
plaints.

Supt. Tom Yahraes told the School
Board Monday night during its
regular meeting, Of the remaining,
52 were at levels below these man-
dated by the US. Environmental
Protection Agency for drinking wa-
ter and four exceeded those Jevels.

Each location was tested mul-
tiple times, Yahraes said.

The Jocations that exceeded the
lead EPA lead limits included a sink
in the high school home econom-
ics room, an underground valve

See Schoel Board, F’agé 17
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County schools water tests show safe lead levels

Lab tests coming
in for district’s
20-plus facilities

whichs sent the samples for
laboratory testing, The dis-
trict is waiting on results
from the rest of the tests
and will report them as
resulls become available,
Schaots with results stili
pending cude Perguson
Elementasy; Lost River Jr.f
Sr. High Schoot, Chiloguin
Elementary, Chiloquin Tr./
Sr. High School, Gilchzist

Water test results for
four more Klamath County
schools and one other
district building continue to
show safe levels of lead and
copper in school drinking

waler, according to a district  Schools and Gearhart
news release. School.

Results returned from ‘The Klamath County
Merrill and Malin efemen- Schoot District is faking

tary schools and Boranza
Schools {listed as Bonanza
Elementery and Bonanza
High Scheol). Fest resulis
also returned from thekitch--
ens in Ferguson Blermentary
and e Kipmath County
Scheol District Transition
House, the location for spe-
cial education services post-
high-scliool-aged students.
More results are expected
from other walet sources at
Ferguson Blementary.

Previous water test results
from other schouols were
reportec on June 27 and
June 29, S0 far all results
have shewn lead levels well
below the Envirenimental
Pratection Agency threshold
of 15 parts per billion and
capper levels below the EPA
threshald of 1,300 parts per
billion.

Starting an June 13, the
district took 130 samples
fram its 20-plus schools and
buitdings and sent them (o
Spring Street Analytical,

|

a prodctive approach to
keeping students’ drinking
wafer safe, Even with the

- encouraging results sofag, - QFd 5 o
the district s Tormilating ™ Rife WAl T6Ed Eval oless™

a plan to replace all faucets
in water fountains and
sinks in kitchens, nurses’
stations and staff rooms,
Over a three-year tlime
petiod the district plans

to spend about $125,000
on new faucets. District
journeymen plumbers will
install them.

LEVELS
‘The EPA requires
schools 1o repair or replace
faucets or plumbing if the
lead level is at or above 15
parts per biilion, abbrevi-
aled “ppb’’ A part per bii-
lion is an extremely small
percentage of the whole.
One part per billion is
equivalert to one drop of
ink in the largest gasoline
tanker trucks, according to
the National Environmen-
\

ONLINEEATRA
Rasuits from the
Kramath County School
District's water tasts are
available with this stery
at heraldandnews.com.

1al Service Center at West
Virginia University.

In ihe most recent
results, the district tested
23 total sites at schools
‘the and transition house,
including drinking
fountains, and sinks in the
kitcher, stalf room, nurses’
station and ather rooms in
some schools,

OF those 25 samples, |

than 1 part per billion and
nizie had levels between 1
and 3 parts per billion. Six
had levels above 3 parts
per hillion, Levels at one
water fountain at Bonanza
were not detected.
" The highest lead levels
in these schools were 10.6
ppb, from a nurses' station
at Malin Elementary, and
10.5 ppb, in the Bonanza
Scheols library.

The XCSD Transition
House kitchen had lowest
test, at 0.14 ppb.

COPPERTESTING
The district also tested
for copper in the drinking
water, The EPASs fimit for

copper is fax, far higher
than lead, at £,300 ppb.
The EPA states that in

srmafl amounts, copper

is necessary for our diet

1o ensure good health. In
farge arnounls i can be
unhealthy, Most peaple
can naturaliy maintain
their copper level, but
children under the age of
1 and people with Wilson's
disease cannot.

Of the 25 sites tesled in
the most recent resulls, 23
were below 100 pph. Two
sites, both at Ferguson -

esnientary, were above 100
peb. Six sites were below
10 ppb (incladed in the
amoniy below 100 ppb).

The highest level, 157
ppb frem a kitchen faucet
at Ferpguson Elementary,
s less than 178 of the
1,300 ppb threshold.

‘The lowest copper
amourt, ata Malin El-
ementary water fountain,
was 3.1 pph.

FIXES PLANNED

Even with the encour-
aging resulis 5o far, the
district is formulating a
plan to replace all faucets
in water fountains and
sinks in kitchens, nurses’
stations and staff roems.
Over a three-year time
period the district plans
{0 spend about $125,000
on new faucets,

Klamath, OR
(Klamath Co.}
Heradi & News
{Cl'r. D. 16,684,
Cir. 8, 17,324
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R Bend, OR
* ° P {Deschutes Co.}
Bend Bulletin ’
§ 00! AISII'ICE Starts (estng I0r 1€d row. 7507
TEHRIFER MOODY ) testing to wrap up sometime in SERGRa 2t : ;i JUL 14 2816
Alnany Democrat-Herald August. The cost js §18 per test . of. 1888
Albany schools have begun and it's expected to take about Aflew's P.C3. Est. 158
testing for lead it water fixtures 500 tests to cover the district, -
around the district and should  The testing will take time be- L/ .
have the first results in by the cause Albany is following aday- BRIEFING
end of the week. long process that involves first \ ,—77—-— 7
Summer employees with the flushing all sinks and taps for 15 i }‘} -
ployt 1 i P 2¢ d‘ f
Greater Albany Public Schools minutes, then letting themsit for Tests show safe
physical plant began takingsam-  eight to 18 houxs before taking a water at schools
ples July 7. Waverly, Periwinkle sample, said Stephanie Dilbone, Waler lestingal
and Oak Grove elementary one of the department’s sum- Jeiferson County

School District buildings
showed no elevated lead
levals, the district an-
nouncecl tis wesk.

Tha district and
others in Oregon were
prompled to tesl the
water after elevated lead
levels wiere found in
Poriland Pubfic Schools
water bul vere not
immediately reporled
1a the public, Tests in
Eugeng, Beaverton,
Gresham and elsewhere

mer empleyees working on the
project.

That means she and her fellow
testers — sister Jessica Dilbone
and coworker Kristina Groome —
can't do a test when custodians
or other maintenance workers

schools were first onthe list and
their results should be the fizst
back, said Doug Pigman, director
of facilities.

“If any come back positive,
we're chviously going to de
whatever we have to to get them
to come back negative” he said.

Pigman said he js expecting
Lead

From Al

DAVED PATTON, DEMDCRAT-HERALD
Grealey Alvany Public Schacl Bistrict employee Stephanie Bitbore
collecis waler samples at Oak Grove Elementary 5choo! in North
Albany, Results of lead testing are expected later this week,

Please ser Lead, Page A2

lead following reports of niques if the Jead in more ter sample exceeds 15 parts
elevated levels at several- thanlOpercentofatapwa- perbillion.
Portland schools.

Gov, Kate Brown, the Or-

need to be in the build-
ing using the pilumbing.
They're scheduling their
vigits around that wark,
The three testers start by
first mapping each building,
decumenting the locations
of ali sinks and water foun-
tains. They then post signs
reminding anyone in the
building not to nse the taps,
After the designated wait
peried, they comeback and
take & 200 -milliliter sample
from each location. Those
must be sent for testing
within 10 days.
Schooldistricts through-
out Oregon are spending
the summer testing for

egon Depattiment of Educa-
ticn and the Oregon Health
Authority all have recoin-
mended schools perform
lead tests,

The state’s Board of Ed-
neation is expected to vote
in August on a recommen-
dation that would require
schools to develop safety
plans that, among other
things, would test for lead
and radon, monitor air
guality and reduce exposure
to toxic materials,

No “safe” level for lead
ingestion exists, accord-
ing to the Envirenmental
Protection Agency. EPA
requires treatment tech-

Albany, OR
{Linn Co.}

Democrat Herald

{Circ. 0.14,100) |

JUL 1 4 201

Affen's P.C.B. Est. (888

/

have also torned up ele-
vated levcls.

Jeflersan County
{ook samples from ali of
ils schools last month.
All came hack wiell ba-
fow Oregon Health Au-
thority's lead thrashold
of 20 paris per bition.

Scheols may be
required ta lest for lead
in drinking water under
apropassl from Gov.
Kate Brovin. The Oregon
Board of Euucation is
expecied lo vole on

fhe requirementnext

e

maonth.




Chemeketa close

High amounts of lead found in water

TRALY LOEW
STATESMAN JOURNAL

T44-7

Highlevels of lead have been found in
water from a drinking fountain at Che-
meketa Community College.

The fountain, in Building 49, tested at
35 parts per bitlion, nearly twice the fed-
eral action level, college spokesman

Gregg Harris said Thursday.

The building houses the college’s
GED program, as wel] as some adminis-
trative and faculty offices.

Hatris said he did not know exactly
where in the building the fountain is o-
cated,

"It was closed as soon as we found

Eugene, OR
(Lane Co.)
Eugene Register Guard
{Circ. D. 51,890)

JUL 15 2016

Allen's P.CH. Tst, 1888

down until we can get in there and re-
place the pipes with brass.”

Al other drinking water ontlets in the
building were tested and were below
regulatory limits, Harris said. A copy of
those test results won't be available until
Monday, he said. ’

The U.S. Envirenmentat Protection
A'gencylreccmmends schools take reme-
dial action if a tap tests at 20 parts per
billion or higher of lead. But no level is

S fountain

els as low as 5 parts per billion, experts
say.
In_June, Chemeketa began testing
taps in buildings that house child care
programs, Harris said. Results of those
tests all have been under the regulatory
limit, t_he reports show:

»Five samples were collected in
Building 39, The highest level measured
was 2.4 parts per billion in one outlet.

» e i W R :
out,” Harris said. It will remain shut safe, and health effects canoccuratlev-  See LEAD, Page 3A J
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nore districts test for

n water

levels of lead present in the wa-

Officials say schools in the Creswell and North
Douglas districts have some elevated levels of the metal

7447

By AL1513A ROEMELING
The Register-Guard

Two more area school dis-
tricts are testing their drinking
water for elevated levels of lead.

The Creswell and North
Dougias distriets said recent
concerns about contaminated
water prompted each to en-
sure that their schools’ water
is safe for students. Both dis-
tricts have found some instances

of elevated lead levels in ini-
tial testing.

The Eugene, Springtield and
Bethel school districts are pay-
ing for comprehensive testing
this summer for lead levels in
their buildings' drinking water
as weil.

Oéficials at those three dis-
tricts said they began prepar-
ing for the tests cven before
state health and education of-
ficials announced in Fune that

they were encouraging school
districts across the state fo do
comprehensive testing over the
summer.

The state’s plan is a recom-
mendation, not an order, and
does not iaclude any alipcation
of state funds to Lielp with the
cost of testing, Oregon Health
Authority spokesman Robb
Cawie has confirmed.

The Eugene and Bethel dis-
tricts have hired Eugene-based
PBS Engincering + Environ-
mental to conduct their testing,
a1 estimated costs of $25,000
and 510,000, respectively. The

Springfield district has hired
Analytical Laboratories and
Consuliants of Springfield to
complete its testing. No esti-
mated cost of the scrvice has
been made available.

In Creswell, Superintendent
Todd Hamilton said samples
were collected from 97 (Bxtures
at the district’s three schools
and then sent te Analytical Lab-
oratories and Consultants for
testing in late Jume. The test-
ing process cost the district “less
than $2,000" Hamilten said.

Of the 97 tested, three fix-
tures were found to have unsafe

ter on the first draw. All three
were at Creswell High School,
where about 400 studeats are
enrolled during the school year.

‘The standard for a safe
amount of lead in the water
is 15 parts per billion, or ppb.
Anything above that is consid-
ered clevated, according to the
federnl Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

A drinkiag fountain near
the entryway of the high school
metal shop showed elevated lead

Turn to WATER, Page B3

e

Continued from Page B1

levels of 61 ppb, Water in
another fountain located in
the main gym was found to
have Tead levels of 42 pph,
and a test completed on a
sink in the science supply
room showed slightly ele-
vated levels ai 22 ppb.

Hamiltan said new fix-
tures have been crdered
for the three siies and
will be Installed as soen
as possible. In the mean-
time, water has been shui
off to all three sites, Ham-
ilton eonfirmed. The fix-
ture replacements cosi
about $500, he said.

“It's the same issue that
everyone else is facing)”
Hamilton said. “Theres a
sense of copcern around
Oregen about iead im

r

drinking water and we
wanted to make sure e
were belng responsive and
proactive in addressing
the issue”

Follow-up tesis are
scheduled to be completed
soon, Hamilton said.

In Drain, North Doug-
las district Superintendent
John Lahley said district
staff collected samples
from about 45 sites, in-
cluding about half of the
28 classrooms in the dis-
triet’s fwo schools, for el-
evated levels of lead. The
samples were then sent
to Analytical Laboratories
and Consultants for test-
ing, which cost the dis-
triel about §L500.

A total of 10 sites were
determined to have ele-
vated levels of lead after

the first draw of water, but
Lahley was unsbie to pro-
vide specific ppb figures.

“T knew those 190 sites
tested positive for high
levels {of lead) but T know
it wasn't anything super-
high,” Lahley said.

Eahley saiG the 10 fix-
tures Included five class-
room sinks {two at the
high school and three at
the elementary/middie
school); three high schoo}
science lab stations; and
two outdoor concession
booth sinks,

No drinking fountains
were found to have ele-
vated levels of lead, Lah-
ley sald.

“The thing that's most
important for us is that
every driaking area passed
the test and no detectable

Water: North Douglas won't be replacing fixtures or pipes

levels of lead were found
in them,” Lahley said.

Second tests, com-
pleted after distriet staff
flushed the water, showed
no detectable levels of lead
at any of the sites, Lah-
ley said.

The Neorth Douglas dis-
trict will not be replac-
ing fixtures or pipes but
instead plans to agk ali
staff members to ush wa-
ter through the sinks and
drinking fountaias each
morning, Lahiey said. Staff
also will place signs near
sinks that indicate the wa-
ter is not for drinking.

T 44T
Follow Alisha on Twit-
ter @alisharoemeling,
Email alisha.roemeling@
vegisterguard.com.
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Agencies

- testing

taps in™"’

Salem

WOU fountain has
high levels of lead

TRACY LOEW
STATESMAN JOURHAL

What once scemed unthinkable now
is becoming routine: Bangerous levels
of lead are being detected in drinkin,
water it Oregon 5chaols, colleges, hios-
pitals, parks and other public facilities.

The lead leaches from pipes, fittings
and fixtures. Federal law requires wa-
ter providers to test at a sampling of
taps, but a loophole in the law exempts
tests in most public buildings,

Oregon health and education offi-
cials have encouraged all school dis-
tricts and child care facilities to test for
lead, and now other organizations ave
doing so voluntarily.

In the Mid-Valley:

Westernn Oregon University has
taken 31 samples across campus, and
has received results for nine of those.

The university issued a news re-
tease Tuesday stating that.all results
had been below regulatory levels.

But a copy of the results, requested
by the newspaper, show that lead levels
in a gym drinking fountain in the New
Physical Education building came back
at 20 parts per billion, just over the reg-
ulatory limit.

The fountain was replaced on June
13, facilities director Tom Neal said,

Other results ranged from below the
detection level, to a high of 15 parts per
billion in a lobby drinking fountain in
Rice Auditorium.

Testing will continue over the next
fe\":; weeks, spekeswoman Lisa Catto
said.

Marion County has completed test-
ing at all 20 county-owned bulldings ex-
cept the Health Department building
on Center Street NE, which is under
constrietion.

The county has not yet received re-

Lead

Continued from Page 1A

about twice the federal
action level,
Testing is continuing

that would be done,” Gre-
gon Health Authority
spokesman Jonathan Mo-
die said,

Neither Corban Uni-
Versity nor the city of §a-
lem responded to re-
quests for information,

OHA  has  asked

allow it to increase tests
fr(_)gi 80to148 per day, she
said.

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency
recommends schools
take remedial action if a
tap tests at 20 parts per
billion or higher, and

in  other buildings, sehools top immedi s i
snok 185, g iately that's the level being used
SE;:id.esmanGreggHau‘is post testing results on by public agencies as

Salem-Keizer Public
Schools announced plans
to test every school and
administrative building
in the district.

The district will post
test results on its web site
at  httpwww.salemleiz
erorg/parentsiwater-test
ing-information,

The state of Oregon
also is considering how to
test water in state build-
ings.

“We're developing a
plan for when and how

Portland, OR
" {(Multnomah Ca,)
The Oregonian
(Circ. D, 247,823)
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their web sites, Modie
said. The state also is de-
veloping a central, public
web site to compile re-
poris directly from test-
ing fabs.

The rush fo test has
been a boon for Saiem’s
Waterlab Corp., which is
among  the  state-ap-
proved lead testing jabs,

The company has a
small backlog and is run-
nmgahnutaweekhehind,
owner Beth Myers said.
It's purchasing a larger
auto sampier, which wil]

NEWS UPDATE | Lead in schools

7
Vestal §

pled in June,

Portland Public Schools is testing every
water source in every school this summer to
see which ones give off 15 parts per billion or
meore of lead. So far, 28 of 29 schools have
had a drinking fountain or classroom sink —
and usually many of both — test positive for

that level of lead.

But at Vestal, a 1929 brick building on
Northeast 82nd Avenue in the Montavilla
neighborhood, all 24 drinking fountains and
110f12 classrooin sinks gave off water withno
detectable lead or lead at fewer than 15 patts

per billion.

ool in Nottheast Portland is an
oddity within Portland Public Schaols, new
{ab results show: Nota single one of its drink-
ing fountains and just one of its classroem
sinks gave off high levels of lead when sam-

well.

But no level is safe,
and health effects can oc-
cur at levels as low as 5
parts per billion, experts
say.

“People don’t under-
stand that’s not a health
standard, that’s an action
level” ~ Mvers said.
“There is no safe stan.
dard for lead. None”

Hoew@statesmanjour
nal.com, 503-399-6779 or

follow at Nwitter.com/Tra
cy_Loew

Thirteen other water sources, nearty all
of them restroom sink faucets and outdoor
spigots, gave off excess lead, tests show. But
students aze much less likely to drink from or
refill water bottles at such fazeets than from

drinking fountains and classroom sinks.

students.

Portland Public Schools leaders have
announced they will be hiring an outside
firm to provide bottled water for drinking
and cooking at every school next school year,
A they ate spending more than $1 mitlion
totest forlead in the blood of employees and

‘The distzrict also announced itis examining
the condition of lead paint at all 40 schools
that enroll students in second grade or
younger, and by theend of Augustit willhave
determined where the need is most uigent,

— Betsy Hammond

sults, spokeswoman Jolene Kelley said. . g . T . TR . T

The county also is working with . ) l tl‘ Porliand, OR
property ownets at its teased facilities | I l I 1 0 re re ear Om l\;ilnt.;ﬁ:gmah Co)
:9 complete water testing at those loca- 1] : : ) R A . (Clr. 2xw. 180,000)
ions. : |

Willamette University began test- ' PS ' l d I l l )
ing this \Ygek, spokesman Adam Tor- fﬁ-f’ e ea re i 0 re ease m 19 206
gerson gaid. g - . : B

“We're relatively low-risk,” he said. By SHASTA KEARNS MOORE Berne found sys- [ %] vironmental gf&‘l‘t‘s!;ﬁ ?Eﬁ lS&:'i].fvt;ty .
"We don't believe we have any lead The Tribuite teméc failre in | mannger.axﬁ D e e ——
pipes. The only risk could be soldering fhe district’s ap- ‘The report alse Slen’s 5.8 Bu 2538

district's Gatabase of affecled fix-

in older buildings.” " Superintendent Carole Smith  proach to drink- " atc
Testing will begin in those older m@a%dng Portiand Public g waler quality gs;x‘gggf: Was iaceus
buildings, he said. Schools in the wake of a law und reenediation. it the PPS administra-
Chemeketa Community College firm's report into the proeedur- — The  report Hor hierarchy, there ias heenna
began testing taps in buildings with gl failures that allowed school  says Smith and SMITHE Leoriing o ianismt or ove:
chld creprograms n e e g i P
On Thursday, the college announced am eleva y i . no top-down divection pro-
f 5 district announced Manday. Magliana both expected lubonot ﬁl(ided. regpﬂ:ding lead in waier

that a drinking fountain in Building 49,
which houses the high school GED pro-
gram, tested at 35 parts per billion,

v

fied of any issnes arising from i
frequent lead testing, bul “there
was 110 system n place for nter-
nal comnunicalions or veporting
of testing information.”

It is wiclear if Magliano and
Andy Fridley, whe was in charge
of{ie fead testing program as En-

Smith's contract requires her
{c give 90 days notice, but she
says she wili use 50 days of ac-
crued paid lime off {o effectively
leave immediately, The Orego-
niun reported.

The teport conducted over the
last month by the law firm Stoit

issues,” the report reads. "When .
tead in waler issues have arisen, I
PPS has not had any eﬂahl]g;hsid

tems in place to comu
with parengs, the public or the

mexia regavding those issues.”
More onling; portlandtribmte.cont,

See LEAD, Page 2A
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Sinith steps down after lead‘/rep

School district’s failures occurred
before the superintendent’s
tenure, according to the findings
By Betsy Hammurd _
The Oregoniian/OregonLive 7 L/Z/ 7
Portland Superintendeat Carole Smith announced
Monday she is stepping down “now” in the wake of
thelead controversy in Oregon’s largest school district.
She made that announcement just minutes after the
schooi board released a damning report showing how
Portland Pablic Schools dropped the ball on testing

water for lead, fixing problems that were fourd and
notifying the public of test results.

For the Smith, who served nine years

latest as Portland’s superintendent and
updates and reshiaped the city's high school sys-
reaction, go to tem, said she provided the schaol
oregonlive. board with a 90-day notice of ker
com/education  departure, as required by her con-

tract, but that she has accumulated
90 days of unsed vacation and leave time, so she will
cease working for the district immediately.

She acknowledged the lead crisis was the cause, say-
ing that with the release of the report, “I have reached
the decision that T need to move up the date of my
depasture” She had previously announced plans to
retire at the end of the schoal year.

Inastatement, school board Chair Tom Keehler said,
"Twant to thank Superintendent Smith for har decades
of service to public education in Oregon and for her
leadership over thelast ten years as the Superintendent
of Portland PublicSchools. ... She proritized and cham-
pioned putting equity at the core of the school district’s
waork. This will be an enduring and lasting legacy”

Koehler said the board will hire an interim super-
intendent to lead the district while they do a national
search for a permanent successor,

‘Fhe report on what went wrong with lead testing and
remediation indicates that Smith expected she would
be told of any sigrificant findings or problems, butshe
was not, The district’s failures onlead predated her hir-
ing in fall 2607, the report shows.

Still, the report cites “an absence of diligent inquiry
by PPS individuals in the upper levelsof administration
hierarchy regarding PPS’s procedures and protocols for
lead in water testing remediation.” And it suggests per-

HICHAEL LLOYD/A 2014

After nine years, Carole Smith is stepplng down irmmed ately as the superintendent of
See Smith, A4  Portiand Public Scheols. She had previousty planned to retire at the end of the schoot yeav

Smith

Contirued from A1 all parts of the disteict.

Benson High, in order to cre-
ate schools more similar in  strong educational leader in
—— size and course offerings in Portland;”

“Carole Smith has been a

she said, noting

the big improvements in the

Smith said her proudest graduation rate and “steps

formance evaluations were
Teutinely skipped or con-
ducted with little rigor, allow-
ing sub-par performance to
gounaddressed,

Smith refashioned the dis-
trict’s system of high schogls,
ending the practice of letting
students transfer to high
schools In other neighbor-
hoods, And she took some
controversial steps, includ-

matches the state

accomplishment was helping
raise the district’s once-mor-
ibund graduation rate. Seill,
the district’s rate merely to

taken to modemize the dis-
trict’s high schools”

“We urge the school hoard
move swiftly to i this

| average important rele and to focus
and is beicuyv state averages immediately on the serigus
ampnglow—mcemesmdems. issues facing the district,
Latinos, Native Americans including the findings of lead
andstudents with disabilities. i some schools’ water sup-

SandraMcDonough, presi-  plies” McDonough said in a
dent of the Portland Business  statement,
Alliance, expressed strong

L]

mgd T_los_u:lg Marshall High support for Smithin the wake betsyliammond
and li i
miting enroliment at  of her announcement. @oregonian.com
x.
) 2Tigd TOA T PREORSSASEFOUY TosmET me
§. BEGEEET RHAL TRITITIAIEREY ESEE5F 8
Ex 33 F:."f:"'“Z‘lm:ma&‘“gﬁ:""ﬁa355&53362“"1;'%%55':
8 o;m g 3 SZnponan3 = - = ==
2 B®S8YTL ez 2E [ R goeTha~
afl bed 220 g ERRES esfaras =8 -82RRLE R
= - Tos = o 2o 2 o2 =4 o .
;ggﬁgg%’ﬁgﬂ-ns-"g‘g-n-ogi‘gégg?ig’rggg“ggg%%%gggc
4 L EBS2ES Fan8g5afsE 252 ass 3
o = Soawd Me 2@ ™ R ERE =y
BauBg 8L28ca88,33F88882 05 80038 s5r peiBEs
m G o S a8 e - o =505 = =
Bzsd B3cEgacga,s SEaktLenfztsiIgainiosd
5=, EgSFEa S —x ., ﬂ-ﬁ;‘ﬁ? 2agz e %:'c y
G-, S _oc@IUP gEERESE, L8 P2ELSRSTSN
8w @, o3RRI S wiseg8g s srgatads
- BE BB CECERfESRT  FEEEFIEE o, HPFaLAEE
EA83  FEESY Exs aSae Eag 33 RogrERRYE
ER NN N I G 2 e . Fem 7 : : :
= 9 P B = v AT R o
. N e e g ) @
" BEE FE85FEZ88 BneT3 o L8R Fpigy sEpow
eEg 3, s853IwESS .5 PR ) S EEaud 20
CZ3EEEFSceEE3C de 0B ZRREE T S SR 25800
S St L T A T e TR e g L
8E2aznE o "RB2soaaYdaraw g8 & 83523389
SRR R e aBEETYG 205 —EPReFmBasa s
S LEhEig8egsgw 22 e ntsSTaL oo LEEBRS T8y
8z forapiiii RRzlaifzeigh Hinwgofzal
afggilEibeeldy RGPS LB R g SO RRER Y
sEdg lefilagie BTazE EEBe.305200¢
Espf sfsleodnl FEeIaod:stoag cBiEBEsEol.
RgE8 BSEgEapiS v SEEEe o S5 28 VR ates-
2 go88" w3 g P 57T FerBe3oc
- 3.5 .2£3 &% & E Sogzdzgzé
E ago ond &5 = B EeREF2I ¥
CE5w - 5%a9%3 92FE . JREREFZo¥s
L T Es T e Fan : o CES Rk wRhygse

“uspusiuLadng

LSAITNTINS 0o pue sjusted o)

3 [T1A PUE ST JOUOMI 0} SNUNTOS [l

" "wozBuNquIpURLIDYRLISEYS ) sd

“PUBIGY PUNOIE SMAU LGNBINRS 10 U0138]

UM A PLEs

Fupeotunurwoes dos

n smau [1eut-3

|00 2 S| 52)0U J00YIS

5 51 STOOYDS MO T8 JAJEM JRiy) Hoda

SIOLISICT 000§ ANmOD) MONIOJ 2y 1,

PULP 107 37
0] pasea|d

34 B

urpiing
Usasmony

qng

(p masAs Fmqumd s
uasaxd sq Kew pea|

Pes] 10 Joyem 58] AlernSa swansAs Jatem

did m

13124 de) J9us meo Je

® UM SOANXY pue S5

SJON 10012

%Y

85ef T g9 SR

“Sumsay oy
1 IRAIMOL]

Lok
U91IND 5T 213
Joyem o1jand woly Is1em TUDEILP 107
TP Jooqos [fe sgsanbas ueyd sy 1srem [ooyos m

peay &} sp=Sal u Quoyny yEeey woge0) 9 s wed

SRURNNbaT [21apa) 10 39818 Ot Ay
£ Pa1EAID UoLeanpy Jo Justmteds

“Pra] 105 3591 SWAISAS

1Bt S1OLS

@ uoBai(y 31 ‘Aegy uf

gigZ 8 T nr

. < & 'ﬁ'én’i"ae
ey mal
i9iE 2 5 nogl
sEasEm S wel &= a;w%;?'
ERox T | = eya
gE=S T ® b CERY
SEREZ R R~ 88EP
]
mEfagl & 2l
Fooig B . 5 2
E2ig S g &
S:Qigog 4
Sooed s B
o Bogg m
mEgpie M
BEsio 2
S50 0
Bgnﬁo =
:ngﬁ ]
::%Q_B‘Q g
EEEE R
SE8B B
25§88 O
39‘&0'9‘
=.Hw"t§ v
ge=id B
TREEL S
amh 9_
] 73

ort

o T44.7I825

Portland, OR
(Multnomah Co.)
Sunday Oregonian
(Cir. 5, 325,866)

ML 19 2018

Allen’s pc.B B 888

"o’

03 yeEwoLgmy)
HO ‘puepiiod

{

uojs|puag




portland, OR
{Multnomzh Co.}
Willamette Week
[<ir, W. 70,000}

JUL 2 07216

Allen’s P.C.B. Established 1888

Flushe

FIVE FINDINGS [N THE LEAD
INVESTIGATION FORGED THE
RESIGNATION OF SUPERINTENDENT
CAROLE SMITH.

BY RACHEL MOMARAN
AND BETH SLOVIC so3.245-2022

Carole Smith's reign at the top of Portland Public *
Schaats went down the drain in 38 pages.

That’s the length of an outside investigation’s
damning report on PPS’s systemic failuzes to ade-
quately test for lead in scheols’ drinking water,
fix plumbing fixtures when positive test results
popped up, andd warn students and teachers about
passible sourees of poisoning,

On July 18, the school district released the
resulbts of that investigation, conducted by the
law firm Sioll Berne, i

The report pointed to wholesale failures by
the school district {o protect children’s health.

“Although a ‘Lead in Water Program” existed,” the
report says, “no one was aware of what the program was
and no one supervised the program. Within the PPS
adminristration hierarchy, there has been no reporting
mechanism or oversight up the chain of command, and no
top down direction provided”

Within minutes, Smith announced she wouid resign
as Portland Public Scheols’ superintendent immediately,
rather than retire in 2017,

Just four weeks apgo, Smith weat public with her plan to
retire next year after WW exposed how the district failed
to disclose elevated lead fevels at dozens of schools, dating
back o 2010 {"Failing the Test,” WV, June ], 2016).

But the investigation’s report made it impossible for
Smith to stay another year.

The Portland School Board, which just a month ago
supported Snith's decision to stay for another year, at best
looks weak and at worstisnow in complete chaos.

“I fault years and years and years of school boards that
failed to provide any kind of oversight,” says Rita Moore, a
North Pertland schools activist. “The fact is that PPSis a
systen with no systems in place, ‘This is not new. It's net
even new news, This is just outside confirmation,”

Beard members are Jeft explaiiing away their decision
to support Smith’s plan to stay another year—only to have
her walk mvay as soon as the dismal report came out,

“She clearly sensed she was out of synch with the
board,” says Scheol Board Chairman Tom Koehler.

He adds that the report offered a critical looi at the
“lack of management” at the highest levels of the school
district, “Lhat’s wlat we want to change going forward.”

Koekler does not yet have plans for who will take over
from Smith, but says the board will have soineone in place
before the school year begins Aug. 29,

‘There’s also a political context te Smith's departuse. The
Schocl Beard plans Lo go to voters in November for approval
of 2 record-setting $750 miillion construction bond.

The political consulting firm Strategies 360, hired to
run the campaign by the private committee sapporting
the bond, has already conducted polling. {The firm has
declined te release its survey results and says it has offered
the district no advice on leadership decisions,)

PPS also hired a crisis public relations consuttant, Anna

Richter Taylor of ART Public Affairs, Emails obtained by
¥Wviaa public records request show Richter Taylor was
pressuring a reluctant Smith {0 announce her retirement
in Juze,

The school district will have to prove to voters in the
next three months that it can clean up a huge mess, and the
report made it obvious Smith was damaging to that case, “I
think the report did her in,” says Southeast Portland parent
Lisa Zuniga, “It just pointed out too many Aaws.”

‘What’s not in the report is in many ways as important’

aswhatis.

Unlike in Flint, Mich., where public officials knowingly
covered up a water crisis shown to have harmed residents’
health, no child in Portland Las tested positive for elevated
lead as a result of PPS’s water.

The report’s authors, in fact, go out of their way to
skield district employees from Flint-like accusations, “We
found nie indication,” the Stoll Berne lawyers write, “that
anyone intended harm or to neglect his or her job duties”

And the report finds no smoking gun showing that
Stith was aware of any test results indicating elevated
lead levels before the scandal broke in tzte May, or that she
lied about what she knew.

So why is Smitl out after nearly nine years at the helin
ofthe state’s largest school district?

‘The short apswer from the scathing 38 pages: PPS culti-
vated a culture of ignorance, incompetence and deception.

And Smith? She presided over a distzict thet was unpre-
pared to deal with health problems, that looked the other
way when hazards appeared, and that covered up the trath
when asked. It's how little Smith krew, or wanted to know,
that ended her tenure,

Here's what the report shows—and how it leads
back to Smith and board members who didn’t hold her
accountable.

1. The PPS empioyee in charge of safe-
guarding stndents from lead hazards had
no qualifications to hold that position, ,

In April 2014, the district made Andy Fridley its senior man-
ager of envitonmental health and safety. PPS placed Fridley
in charge of keeping the drinking water safe, but the district
gave him “no guidance or training.” the report reads,

ERA; Carole Smith served hearly
d Public
#Schools before her reslanation July 18,

END. OF
ars as superintendent of Portl,

That was a major oversight, because Fridley "has no for-
mal training in the ficld of Jead in water.” the report states.
“Mnr. Fridley learned ‘on the job’ by conducting internet
research and looking at what PPS had done in the past.”

His superiors—Tony Magliano and David Hobbs—also
had “no training ox specific background regarding lead in
drinking water.”

That helps explain why the district didi’t follow 1.5,
Environmental Protection Agency guidelines in muttiple
ways, such as conducting ongoing tests of sink faucets and
drinking fountains in school buildings. “Without peri-
odic testing, it is not possibie to detect when fixtures,..may
again exceed aceeptable levels of lead in the water,” the
report notes,

And when the distriet found elevated lead levels th the
water this spring at Creston and Rose City Park schoonl
buildings, no one shut off the water to the affected sinks
and fountaing before they were fixed—anothar violation of
EPA guidelines.

2. When the person in charge of liealth
Iearned about problems, he did nothing,

Wi made a public records request for inforination on
lead testing in schools in eazly 2015,

Fridiey, the senior manager of environmental heaith and
safety, pulled together the infermation from 2 PPS database,

In the process, he made a startling discovery: “The
database showed no remediation action for some of the
fixtures that had iested for excessive levels of load in
water,” the report says,

But Fridley did nothing.

“Simply put, in February 2015, Mr. Fridley observed
that the database appeared to show that some fixtures
tested above acceptable levels for lead in water that did
not appear to have been remediated, but Mr. Fridley dig
not address this with any of his superiozs,” the report says.

3. When the district was asled to explain
the problems, it tried to hide them.

Fridley shared the database withi Jon Isaacs, PPS's chief
spokesman and public infarinalinn‘f]ﬂicel', in February 2015.

CONT. on pJ'ge 10
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Smith hand-picked Isaacs for her cabinet
in 2013 after he successfully ran the district’s
2012 campaign to pass a construction bond.
He was given a raise and promoted to chief of
communications and public affairs in 2014; his
Bbackground was as a political consultant—not &
public information officer.

Fridley, the report says, "informed Mr. Isaacs
that the database report was missing some data.”

ButIsaacs provided Wi¥with only an excerpt
of the database—a portion that failed to show
PPS had apparently made no fixes on some of
the sinks and fountains after the testing in 2011
and 2012,

As the report notes: "In one sigaificant
instance, the former Chief of Cemmunications
& Public Affairs knowingly provided incomplete
excerpts of the water testing database to Wil-
lomette Week."

Isaacs disputed the finding Monday, say-
ing he followed district protocol for records
requests, and other top vfficials knew what he
was doing.

4, Smith gave a raise and a glowing
review to the person responsible
for overseeing the health and safety
of school buildings.

Fridley’s boss was Magliano, who ascended the
tanks of the facilities departinent ta chief operat-
ing officer in charge of district facilities in 2014.
Fron 2010 ko 2012, he was facilities director.

That timeline is important because in 2011,
the district hired a part-time employee to test
drinking fountains for lead.

Her findings ciearly showed that PPS had a
lead problem. Yet no ane, including Magliano,
“was more than vaguely aware of the work.”

Drespite this, Smith gave Magliano top marks
in Japuary for his job performance. She gave
him the highest possible rating, in fact—"A Role
Model”— in managing the business operations
of the district, the report says.

But in June, Smith biamed the probiems en
Magliano, abruptly putting im and Fridley on
leave amid the investigation.

Her positive review of Mapiiano shows, at
bast, she had little idea whether he was on top of
his job.

HAPPIER TIMES: Smith and former Portland Palice
Chief Larey O'Dea both left top Jobs this summer,
after being felled by scandals.]

5. Top leaders displayed an
“absence of diligent inguiry”
regarding lead in PPS's water both
before and after the scandal broke.

The old saying goes: It’s not the crime, it's the
cover-up.

But investigators pinpeint willfuf ignorance.
as the bigger problem at PPS, And that's where
the buck stops with Smith,

Even after the superintendent was alerted
t0 Jead testing in one of two schools this spring,
she failed to inguire about the results. She and
her chief of stalf, Amanda Whalen, whe brought
attorneys with them to their interviews, told
investigators that “they believed that if there
was a problem with the tests, they would be
notified.” ’

Investigators characlerize this, mildly, as “an
absence of ditigent inquiry by PPS individuals in
zpper levels of administration hierarchy.” That's
anice way of saying that top officials, including
Sinith, were taking a see-no-evil, hear-no-evil
approach while navigating the district's biggest
health scandal in decades.

"There has been no ‘top down' management
and no supervision in this area,” the report says.
“The district is largely unabie to account for its
activities 2nd, in some cases, has reported inac-
curate informaiion.”

That's the main reason Smith is gone: The
school district must quickly demonstrate it can
mzke reforms, and the superintendent, who
oversaw a culture of Touking the other way, was
in o position to doit.

Smith declined an'interview request. But in
her letier ansousicing her resignation, she sug-
gested the School Board was to blame for the
district’s dysfunction.

“In order to accomplish the significant work
{hat lies ahead,” Smith wrote, “I believe it is
eritical for the board to figure out how ta work
together with each other as a governing board
and in partnership with the superintendent

Observers say the Schooi Board must now
demand better.

“What the report lsighlights,” says Pertland
Association of Teachers president Suzanne
Cohen, “is a management culture that kind of
leaves everybody and nebody accountable.” wall
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"No Hmmmﬂ detected in
| | Abeny 0% Morrow County schools

Madras, OR Demaocrat Herzld
{Jefferson Co.) {Circ. D. 14,100)
N Madras Pioneer

The Meorrow County there is cumently no state
 School District has an- or federal requirements for
| nounced that no lead was testing,
detected in drinking water  Public water systems

: b > i

(Cire. W. 3,773) JUL 2 g 2018 ! tested in the district regularly test water for
' JuL 3 | © The testing occurred lead; however, lead may be
! g 2015 Allen's P.CB. Est. 1838 . ’ | in June and indicsted all  presentin pipes and fixtures

~ sources of drinking water within a building’s plurnb-
either had “no lead detect- ing system that can enter

Allen's P.C.B. Est. 1888

.analyst from Umpgua Re-

at jesd.k12.or.us,” Malitor
said.

JENNIFER MOODY
Albany Democrat-Herald

i

Alen's P.C.B. Est. 1888 \

s
77

Allen’s .c.s. Est, 1853

Two Albany elementary
schools have tested positive so
far for elevated Jevels of lead in
1j  their water fixtures. '
Doug Pigman, director of fa-

In Seio, Superiutendent in the facifities d

Gary Temnpel said the city ment,
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found either undetectable wells.

if the lead in more than 10 not yet
or trace levels of lead in

guires treatment techniques  ing,
percent of a tap waler sam-
they don't yet have resulis

to share,
schools every three years.

Protection Agency. EPA re-

lior:.
tinaing k

cilities, reported Tuesday af-
ternoon that initial results from
Teriwinkle and Waverly elemen-
tary schools show lead values
that “exceed the actionlevel!’
#Periwinkle results show that
three area values exceed the ac+
tHonlevel. Waverly’s results came
back with five areas exceeding
the action level. These areas
have been taken out of service)”

leadi each building. The district state recommendationsand clear.

Superintendent
Poriland schoels

Gov, Kate Brown, the Op~  ple exceeds 15 parts per lil-
arlier this year,

egon Department of Educa-

No “safe” level for

aceess to those sources and  ing to the Environmental
Exposure io lead es-

is row working Lo trace the
soutce of the lead contam-

ination,
Authority allrecemmended  Jey,

The district has shut off in,
schoots perfosm lead lests
following reposts of ele-

Tom Yalwaes said.

problems Zyy -7

| It’s noreal wonder that parents are
upset after lead was revealed to have
been found in the drinking water of
both Rose City Park and Creston
schools recently. We're talking double
the unsafe ameunt. Lead poisoning is a
stealthy way to inflict permanent dam-
age, especialty in younger children, like
those being exposed to the lead in the

water. But it just goes to show that

L we've come a long way fromsharpening

rocessed in batches vated levels found in nu-

The Sweet Home School pecially affects children,
District has fnished test- and can cause newrciogi-

both sinks and drinking lion and the Oregon Health

ing and found elevatedlead cal problems and delays in
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remediation and confirmation & Eafig =5 . the problem.

testing process st these sites, L2288 Z95ES4 5% - Offering constructive ideas, demand:
and will do the same at the other T E=m A - F=icy , ing accountability and results, and sup-
sites as we receive the test results 28g,5 EEqgic2 R ! plying water to the schools all are
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. el Lm 3G BTG 2 » impacted by this find, All of this, teo, is
Please wmm*mnn. page A2 = m £g m go.no 2 ] m :m = ' coming from concerned parents who
: .M = .rm ambd B E .m S 3E 5 g . derzanded the water be tested in the
efm ] ® 2 m 582 g & E S first place. I think we should see this
=l £ 5 BESE8 8E&E3 2 Ea happening more often. That way we

e could ail kmow for certain whether it's
- safe. T'm sure the students are glad te
i have a little less lead in their lunches,
too, now that new regulations zre fall-
- ing into place at these schools.
Jacob Hull
Estacade
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Report: Schools gave ﬂawed lead data

T -7

By Bethany Barnes
The OregonianfOregonLive

The former 1op spokesman
for Portland Public Schools
knowingly gave a repoiter
misinformation about the
district’s water testing,
according toalocallaw firm’s
investigation.

Stofl Berne on Monday
released a 38-page report
on how policies, personnel
lapses and communication
systems caused lead-testing
failures. The district didn't
have protocols in placetotest
for lead or track test results
and fixes made to foun-
tains and faucets, investiga-
tors concluded, It relied on
unsuitable waser filters, used
faulty logic ko rule out retest-
ing and intentionally decided
not to alert parents, employ-
ees and students to known
lead hazards.

Within minutes of the
repait’s release, Superinten-
dentCarole Smith announced
she would step down imme-
diately, rather than complete
the school year before retiz-
ing, as she had planned. The
repost indicated that Smith
was not told of any signifi-
cant findings or problems.
The district’s failures onlead
testing and remediation pre-
dated her hiring in fall 2007,
the report shows.

‘The investigation noted
that “in one significant
instance,” former Chief of
Communications Jon Isaacs
“"knowingly” gave Wila-
mette Week incomplete
excerpts of 4 water-testing
database in2015. The release
of misteading information
caused canfusion, according
to the repost,

Andy Fridley, the district’s
senior manager for heaith
and safety, put together the
informaticn for Willamette
Week and struggled with
inconsistencies and inter-
preting the data, the investi-
gation found.

The report says Frid-
ley noticed in 2015 that the
district's database on test-

) Portlam[ Pubhc Schools lead test resulfs

- High levels of lead have beenfound in

at least some water soiirces in almost

all Portland Public Schools tested so’
“far this surnmer. Only two schools, &

" Forest Park Elementary and Rosa Parks

" Elementary, were buiit after the mid

. 19805, whenlead solderan
were banned, -

BETH NAKAMURA/THE OREGONIAN
Superintendent Carole
Smith resigned this week,

ing appeared to show some
fixtures that had tested
above acceptable levels for
lead in water had not been
addrassed.

Fridley told Isaacsthe data-
base was missing data, the
report says. Tony Magliano,
the district’s chief operating
officer, suggested to Isaacs
that they give the reporter
context when responding to
her request. Magliano asked
to speak with Tsaacs antd look
through the response before
it was sent.

Isaacs ignored those sug-
gestions, the report says, He
sent the information to Wilka-
mette Week mostly as it was,
with a minimal description.
He didw’t run it by anyene.

“Not only was thedatabase
not accuraie or maintained,
but.many of the employees
1esponsible for entering data
into the database may not
have known how to prop-
arly do so,” the 1eport states.
“Everyone we interviewed
confirmed the database was
unzeliable”

Isaacs left the district in
April to work for Uber and
did not cooperate with Stolt
Beme’s investigation, accord-
ing to the law firm.

The report says the law
firm tried to find a time that
would work for Isaacs, but
he failed to call investigators
back. Isaacs says he never
heard from investigators a
second time, even after he
offered to be interviewed at
atime othet than the one the
[irm initially proposed.

I received no follow-up
requests that 1 am aware
of)” Isaacs said via email. “1
did not receive any written

10f- %he Rest resulls, re]eased S0 far, two

9 fountains and other tlxtures or
60 percent of the schogl's 330 wiater
sources, gave off water, with Jead at ar.
“above the federal threshold of 16 pa
per biEIlon lab. repurts sho

:-':-stoll Berne report

; ~-Portland Public Schools offictals gave parents false

ssurances about the safety of their children's drinking water
for years while neglecting to properly test and track exposure,

*according fo an investigation by Portland law.tirm Stoll Berne,
Here are the report’s key findings: :
" "' PPS iept siich poor track of lead it was impcsslhla for

: *known lead hiazards,

;o Aside from incomplete tes;tlng in 2011 and 2012, tesl:ng
tHappened only if parents and staff requested it repeatedly. v

ticials to undarstand water quality within their t;1u1||:||ngs
o' The district didn't view lead inwater as “a significant issue .
: “leavhich resources or attention could, or should, be devoted.” |
s The district didn't have protocols inplace! to test fcr fead
r.track testresults and fixes.*
{““w.The district relied on bad sclence to sidestep retesting on
“drinking fountains at high risk of elevated lead, " )
I\« PPS relied on unsuitable water filters,

:PPS did not alert parents, empluyees and studenis to,

&' No employees were frained on how to deal withlead In ~"
#*-drinking water or how to enter facts into a testing database, -

tudents and staff. -

requests or any explanation
ofthetimeline on thereport.”

Willamette Week did not
write about the lead test-
ing database until after the
lead scandal broke out in
late May-The paper’s editor,
Aaron Mesh, said schools
reporter Beth Slovic, who
requested and received the
records, posed follow-up
questions to Isaacs but never
gol responses.

Without more informa-
tion, she was unable to wiite
an article, Mesh said.

“Do I wish we had bre-
ken this story in 2015? Yes,”
said Mesh, who became edi-
tor in susmmer 2015, after the
records had been provided.
“But we did not have enough
information to publish the
story.”

Smith put Frigley and
Magliano on paid leave in
June in response to the lead
scandal.

“The report was not a per-
sonnel investigation and was
not intended to be. The dis-
trict will be making a deter-
mination about next steps

“The low: None of Vestal School's
wrinking feuntains and just one of its.
classreom sinks gave off high |
Iead when sampted'in June, :

The disteict decided in 2001 that drinking from sinks was -
nsafe but did hot eﬂectweiy commumcate the warnlng to

ot nragnn[ivul.)mladucnlinn to read more.

o -—Bethany Bam&s

regarding personnel mat-
ters,” said spokeswoman
Coustney Westling. “For now,
Tony Magliano and Andy
Fridley remzin on adminis-
trative leave”
- ‘But Smith announced she
has hired an interim zeplace-
ment for Fridley. John Burn-
ham, who most recently
served as director of envi-
ronmental heaith and safety
at Oregon Health & Science
University, will fill that role.
The scheol board hired
the law firm following pub-
lic outrage over the disteict
failing to alert parents and
teachers for weeks that test-
ing showed high levels of
lead at Rose Gity Park and
Creston. The distzict eventu-
ally told parents lead testing
was routine — which was not
true — ard failed to mengion
that students and staff had
been ailowed to drink tainted
water after the testing was
done,

.
bbarnes@oregonian.com
Betsy Hammond coniritnited
io this report.
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/ No harmful lead

Sfound in MCSD water,
school district reports

:Hq In"*}une, the Morrow
County School District
tested drinking water sites
at all of its schools for the
polential presence of lead.
Results from Box R Water
Analysis Laboratory in
Prinevitle indicate that all
sites tested showed *no fead

OHA to provide drinking
water expertise to schools
for support as they test.
Many schools receive
their water from commu-
nity or city water systems,
These public water systems
regularly test the water and
many already treat the wa-

Morrow County Schoel District recently conducted lead test-
ingin all schools and determined that nll sites had either no or
acceptable lead levels. -Phofo by Freelmages.com/Emily Austin

detected” or were below the
EPA [limit of 0.020.

The Morrow County
distriet joined school dis-
tricts across eastern Oregon
that are testing their drink-
ing waier this summer.
Currently, there are no state
or federal requirements for
schools to test drinking wa-
ter for lead, and it has not
been a practice in the past,
In mid-May, the Oregon
Department of Education
{ODE) and the Oregon
Health Authority -(OHA)
created a plan regarding
lead in school water. The
plan requests all school dis-
tricts that get drinking wa-
ter from public water 5ys-
tems test for lead in schoof
buildings; requires disiricts
to use vortified drinking
water testing labs to process
the water samples; asks
ODE and OHA to develop
a method for schools to re-
port resufts to OHA; and for

ter to help reduce corrosion
of plumbing. However, lead
that is present in pipes and
fixtures in building plumb-
ing can enter the water at
the tap and expose those
who drink it-—which is
why sampling and testing
for lead at cach tag is im-
portant.

“The Morrow Ceounty
Schooi District is pleased
to report that water at our
schools is safe for drinking.
‘We will continue fo monitor
this and will keeg com-
muticating to parerts and
our communify,” said Dirk
Dirksen, superintendent.

Some state funds may
be available in fall 2016 {0
reimburse school districts
who test their drinking wa-
fer this summer.

For more information,
visit the Oregon Health
Authority website at http:/
www.oregon.gov/oha/ |

news/, ?'YY"/?L !
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Since late May, Portland Public Schools has
been responding to a controversy involving
high levels of lead found in school fixtures an51
fountains, and the district’s delay in communi-
cating with parents and the public,

Thereleaseof a law firm inguiry on Monday
gives rtew context, Here's a summary
of the events leading up to this week.

summer 2001: The district tests
water for lead districtwide and shares
results publicly, But it didn't share
results after testing waterin 87 schocls
since 2009. Fifty-one of thase schools
had at least one drinking fountain or
faucet emitting water with high lead
levels.

high lead levels at Rose City Park and
Creston schools but doesn’t mmediately
notify parents or school staff. They also kept
Jead-tainted water flowing at Creston for eight
days until repairs were made. .

May 27: Thedistrict announces that it plans
to test the water at every school building over
the summer, while turning offall fountains and

bringing in hottled water.

Smith
Steps down as

March 2016; The district leamns of  superintendent

Report: Portland Public Schools’
lead monitoring filled with flaws

June 1; Superintendent Carole Smith dis-
closes that as many as five additional schools
that showed elevated levels of lead in drinking
water mayalsohavedsinking fountains or food
preparation sinks that were not fixed. .

June 2: Smith puts Tony Magliano, the dis-
wict’s chief operating officer, and
Andy Fridley, the distict’s senior
manager for health and safety, on
paid leave,

Tune 21: The district's first water
testing results, from the long-shut-
tered Humbaldt $chool, show nearly
hal€ the faucets and fountains — 38 of
84 throughoust the school — gave off
waterwith too muchlead,

July18: Stoll Bernereleases areport
detailing Portland school officials'
mishandling of lead monitoring in schools;
Smith announces she will step down immedi-
ately, The district’s failures on lead predated
her hiringin fall 2007, the report shows.

— From staff reports

Inside; Read more about the new report’s
findings on Page Ag.
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B From Page Al

our steps are to take care of
whatever the water situation
is. If it’s the faucet that's the
problem we'll replace that, if
it's the bubbler we'll replace
that, and then we'll continue to
retest to make sure the prob-
lem is selved. If there’s pipe-
line that's at fault then we'll
replace that, We'll do exten-
sive testing and i at some
point we need to fully close to
do major work we'll do that,”
The district doesn’t routine-
Iy tested for lead, instead rely-
ing on the city’s regular water
quality monitering, but decid-
ed to test for lead-and copper
independently in early June.
“The District complies with
all requirements and protocols
for testing water, however, test-

prehensive lead testing of all
schools in the past,” stated Op-
erations Director Tira Woodley.
At Sunset the four test loca-
“ticns included a werkroom
sink, two classroom sinks and
one drinking fountain located
at the base of the staircase next
te the cafeteria.

Tests for Bolton Primary
came back Tuesday, July 19
and were negative for lead at
all 71 water sources,

The Sunset test, conducted
by Pixis Labs on June 23, test-
ed for lead ané copper. The
four locations produced lead
results of 21.5 ppb (parts per
billion), 284 pph, 41.9 ppb and
186 ppb — exceeding the U.S.
Envirenmental Protection
Ageney’s (EPA) maximum con-
tamirant level of 20 ppb, which
the EPA determines to be “the

cur with an adequate margin
of safety”

Tt is unclear which test was
from the Sunset drinking foun-
tain.

According to Mark Leed of
Pixis Labs the samples were
first draw samples. “If the wa-
ter is run through the day it
wouid get somewhat lower
than that,” he said.

The two problematic watey
sources at Willamette, mean-
while, were at “a bubbler in a
classroom sink and a sink in a
restroom,” with levels of 181
pph and 38.6 ppb.

According to the EPA, even
Tow levels ef lead in the blood

- of children can regult in behav-

ior and learming problems,
lower 10 and hyperactivity,
slowed growth, hearing prob-
lexas and anepia. Young ehil-
dren are particularly vulnera-
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ing individual schools for lead  leve] of confaminants in drick.  ble te lead because physical
has not been arequivement for  ing water at which no adverse  and behavioral effects of Jead
Oregon Public Schools and the  health effects are likely o oc-  oceur at lower exposure levels
District has not conducted com-

than adults.

The Centers of Disease Con-
trel and Prevention (CDC) ree-
ommends that public health
actions be inttiated when the
level of lead in a child’s blocd
is § micrograms per deciliter
or more, and according to the
EPA's website “EPA estimates
that drinking water ean male
up 20 percent or moere of a per-
son’s total exposure te lead. ...
If the level of lead in a child’s
bloed is at or above the CDC
action level of 5 micrograms
per deciliter, it may be due to
lead exposures from a combi-
nation of sources,”

WIL-WYV is in the process of
building a new Sunset Prima-
ry, but students will remain in
the current building for one
more school year until its com-
pletion.

The district will continue
testing WL-WYV schools
throughout the summer, and
expects results by mid-Angust.

Contact Andrew Kilstrom at 503
§36-1287 ext, 113 o7 nw_wusa nu
na_._ﬂ_ﬁam&u\nn?
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.\\wm&n::.. schools
, \w&_as_ gafe waier
H.nmnmm tests of m_ﬁax.
fing water at Redmond
School District fa
. showed no ejevated lead
leveis, the d
nouncad this week.

The district tested
seven of its schoats that
were all built in ar befare
1986: M.A. Lynch Ele-
mentary, John Tugk Ele-

- mentary, Obsidian Mid-
' die, Tumalo Carnmunity,
Terrebonne Community,
Redmond High and the
Edwin Brown Education
Centér. ¥ :
Ske Brisfs /B2
3

v e
Brigls
Continued from B1

“All the {izsts) met the EPA
allowable maaﬁﬁ e didn't
;mqm any red llags, ihark
spakeswoman Kelly
8rring 1o the 1.8 En-
viranmentat Prosection bumnn{

or: future iesting requirements.
The Oregon Board of Education
i expecter 19 vole next mantt:
©n a plan to reguire schoals

testfor lead in Grinking WAIET,
paint, dirt a6d dUst,

Redmond is the lalest Sanrar
Oregon distret to teslits water
alter distrints gisewhers in the
state reported unsafe 1evels
of lzad In school water. The
Bend-La Ping, Sisiers and Jef-
Tersan County school gistricts
previously reported thai resu
came hack safe, ¢ i

—
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LANE COUNTY
CHILDCARE

CENTERS NOT
REQUIRED TO TE

DRINKING WATER
FOR LEAD

oxins are everywhere, In Portland, the discovery
and subsequent cover-up of high levels of lead in
the drinking water of public schaols led to Portland
Superintendent Carole Smith’s resignation July 16,

Here [n Lane County, school districts are in the
midst of testing drinking fountains and faucets for elevared
levels of 1ead.

But for daycare centers and buildings where yaung chil-
dren gather to learn, testing water for Jead isn’t a sure thing.

Schoo! districts in Oregon aren’t mandated to test for
lead In drinking water, but many have chasen to pay for
testing out of their general funds, including Eugene 41,
Springfield, Bethel, Creswell and North Douglas school
districts. The districts have committed to find and Tepair any
locations where lead is leaching inte the water.

In April, the state of Massachusetts set aside 52 million .

to test public school drinking water across the state, accord-
ing to The Boston Globe. No such money has been set aside
in Oregon as of yer,

Dayrare centers aren't mandated to rest, and any testing
would come out of their own pockets. On June 8, the Dr-
egon Health Autiority {OHA) and the Oregon Department
of Education released recommendations “to help school
disiricts and childcare centers reduce lead in drinking wa-

J
i

BY AMY SCHNEIDER

ter.” The recommendations say that all childcare programs
should test their drinking water for lead this summer and fix
all detected problems.

Yeung children and babies are more vulnerable to the
health effects of lead than older children or adults, and even
small amounts of exposure can cavse learning disabilities,
impaired hearing and other symptoms, accerding to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

“Most childcare centers are private, and we have a lat
of registered home facilities as well, so we can’t mandate
ther to 1est thelr water for lead,” says Karol Cotlvmore, a
spolesperson for the Oregon Early Learning Division. “We

. are arming our childeare licensers with information on how
they can do that. We lmow that sur caregivers 1waii their
kids ta be safe, and we lnow jus; because we’re nor atfowed
v mandate &t doesn't mean they don't want o do it

Tudy Newman, co-director of Zarly CLildhood CARES,
says as Preschool Promise — o new publiely funded pre-
school program — is implemented in Lane County, new
classrooms will be tested for lead before npening in the fall.

Charleen Swauch, operatiors ditector for Head Start of
Lane County, says that because Heac' Srart is a federal pro-
gram, they follow strict mandztes thar require testing each

facility 1o ensure children ave safe. Head Seart drinking wa-
ter was fested five months ago, Strauch says.

In some Head Stan locations. fountains and sinks are
disabled, and children drink from water coclers. Strauch
says she hopes to install new, hands-free water borde sta-
tions at Head Start locations by September.

Fer privately owned daycare centers, lead testing is up to
the discretion of the owners. Last month, the Early Learn-
ing Division sent 2 flier o locel childcare centers with tips
on how ta deal with lead in drinldng water, recommending
that all early learning environments should test for lead and
use an OHA-accredited drinking warter laboratory. Any taps
with water shawing lead levels of more than 15 parts per
billion should be shit off, the fiier says.

Collymore with the Early Learning Division says par-
ehts should talk to their childcare providers o find out if
they ate testing for Jead. “They can express their concern
and support them as ey Uy to navigate this lead testing
situation,” she says, adding that the Early Learning Divi-
ston is a resource {or guidance.

Visit the Qregon Health Authonty website for more in-
formation. m
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"SCHOOLS LOOK
OUT FOR LEAD

District testing to go on through mid-August
744-7
TRACY LOEW } STATESMAN JOURNAL Top: TRC Envitonmental
Corp. Techniclan Shawn
Contreraz prepares to take
a second fead testing
sample, also known as a
flush sample, from a faucet
on Wednesday at Pringle
Elementary School in South
Salem.

Testing of taps in all 88 Salem-Keizer School District buildings
started last week and will continue through mid-August.

All drinking Fountains, ice makers and soda fountains, as well
as classroom, kitchen, student store and concession stand sinks,
will be tested for lead and copper contamination.

The district does not have a count of the total taps or those that
will be tested because mapping outlets is being done in each
building just prior to testing, said Joel Smaliwood, the district’s
construction and mainfenance services manager.

School district officials expect the total cost to be $300,000 to
$350,000.

School districts across Oregon are serambling to test water
taps this summenr after significant lead contamination was found
in Portland Public Schools.

State health and education officials have encouraged districts
to test every outlet that could be used for drinking or cooking by
fall, and legislative leadexs have promised to help cover the cost.

v

Below: TRC Environmental
Corp, Technician Shawn
Contreraz collects lead
testing samples from a
drinking fountain on
Wednesday at Pringle
Elementary School in South
Salem. Two samples are
collected from each source.
A "first draw" sample and a
“flush sample.”

PHOTOS BY DANIELLE PETERSON/
STATESMAN JOURNAL

See LEAD, Page 2A
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’ College receives hargaining update

rejected.
LBCC elects new ]Assuciatlun members eligible for PERS. proposal froma firm toJest
e hiave said the main prob-  PERSrequirements don't water for lead coutent fol-
board chan, lems are wages and jobse-  kick in for anyone who lawi;n% repgr.ts 0{1 eleivateg
curity, but Hamann spoke teaches 24 vredit hours per  levels found in schoois an
pl&l}S lead test only 3{(,) wages ont Wednes- academic year, whichisthe colleges elsewhere in the
ITENRTFER MODDY day. Yimit for past-timers. How- state. )
Albany Democrat-Herald He said LBCC is aware ever, surnmer tetmhhouts Nto dprlob]er{:; jl];e te‘:;
& ini its part-timess are paid are separate from the ac- pected, he said, “But ¥
Mondayts ot Shangs less ” ¢ yeas, which might would rather err onthe side

hange less than part-time feculty adetni igh ;
8 e make some faculty eligi- of caution!

ble. Hours also accumu-  Board members  aiso

i ollepe and  tral, Mt. Hood, Chemeketa Jate §f part-timers work at v'otedunanimouslyluname
i?: g::lt‘]];ilge gcult‘i asso- emdI Clackamas. “We knew other community colleges, ]:m.Merryman as the next
ciation, but negotiations that we needed fo make wh_ichPTFAhns saldmany chairman. .
will continue next month, progress on {hat,!’ hesaid. of its members have to do Npmmaﬂons f9: vice
LBCC President Greg  The college has pro- to mnake ends meet. chairman ended in a tie
Hamarm gave a seport posed a salary schedule  Hamann told bn:}rd he[weenShel_]yGarrett ang
on contrael negotiations that wouldbring theminto members that aceording newly-appointed  boar
to the college's Board of alignment in four years, tothecollege’s :ec.:ords, 55 member .Randy Ce\mp(i
Education at its meeting along with adding steps to  percent of part-time f_an— Camp, Ke]!'h meeda?
Wednesday, Other busi- ihe salary schedule in the ulty members are eligible Dick Running voteb Er
nessinciuded electing new  second and fourth years of for a PERS P]ckup. It was Camp, whl.1e Garrett broke
board ieaders and hearing  the contract. not immediately known the tie to join Merrymai,
a plan to lest the college’s LBCC also has offered to how.many of those teach Ron Mason and Barr');_
water suurces for elevated pick up the 6 percent em- outside LBGC. giroadlien_t to place herse!
levels of lead. ployee contribution to the  Thenextbargaining ses- inthe position.

\ N ; "
'FA § iating its Public Emptoyees Retire- sionis 5 p.m. Aug. l6inthe  Garrett told Camp she
B e ot ooth the col- T ing that, college's boardroom andjs be glad to support a lead-

first contract with the col- ment Systern, say! . i A
tege. Hamann said in the 25 too, is something compar- openlo the public. . ersllnp role for him wheg
meetings the two groups ator colleges offer. h:] otber ll'.»_lumgess lf'led bee;: h;: ;:;h‘i;usa;e

3 - Association members Wednesday, Dave Hender- for more ' !
e e proposes vice president of fi- doesn't plan to act as chair

session did not ¢
essential disagreements at five comparator commu-
pelween Linn-Benton nity ceileges: Lane, Cen-

ber, each side has proposed  dispute the usefulness of son, : 1
anarkare thai the otherhas  sach an offer, saying most  nance and operations, said again. —?_(/({ ‘1

Lead
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That put enormous
pressure on Oregon’s ac-
credited drinking water
testing laboratories,
said Dave Leland, Ore-
gon Drianking Water Pro-
gram Manager.

Portland Public
Schools bad 13,000 water
samples that needed
tested, Leland said.

“There wasn't any-
where near enough fab
capacity,” he said.

In response, Leland
said, the state has quick-
ly certified a number of
“megalabs” across the
cotntry.

“If any lab in the
couniry is certified to
the same national stan-
dard, we're just going to
accept them,” he said.

What hasn’t been
ta[kegi about yet, Leland
Sﬂld,‘1§ covering the cost
of mitigation, such as re-
placing lead in fixtures
fittings and pipes, )

"These are old school

buildings, Corrosion
control by the water sys-
tern is anly going to do so
much,” he said, “You've
gntt to rlem%ve the lead
materials. That's goi

to be a big job.” Bolle

The U.8. Environ-
metal Protection Agen-
¢y recommends mitiga-
tion if a tap tests at 20
parts per billion of lead
oI nore.

But no level of iead is
considered safe, and
health effects can occur
atlevels as low as 5 parts
per billion, experts say,

Many school  dis-

tricts, including Salem-

Keizer, say they'll use a

standard of 15 parts per

billion.

Salem-Keizer has
contracted with TRCEn-
vironmental Corp., a na-
tlonf:l engineering, con-
sulting and construction
management firm, to
collect the samples, sisb-
mit them for testing and
report the results.

District workers will
flush the plumbing in
each building eight te 18
hours before samples
are drawn, then will en-
sure the taps are not
used.

One sample will be
talen from the water
that has been sitting in
the tap or fountain, An-
other sample will be tak-

e after running water
through the fixture for
30 seconds.

_The second sample

will be analyzed only if
the first comes out high.
It is used to determine
whether lead is coming
from the fixture or from
the pipes behind it

Because there will be
a large aumber of sam-
ples, TRC will use multi-
?le labsin Oregon to ana-
yze samples. R
) tlae;v@sta!es,rrggn?

Joumnal.com,  503-359.
677% or follow at Twi?t
er.com/Tracy_Loew
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Lead in school water
draws scathing report

Departing leader
leaves list of actions
to address problems

By SHASTA KEARNS MOORE
The Tribune

The largest school district
in Oregen didn't tave a plan
for testing for lead in ifs wa-
ter, remediating its effects,
nor communicating resulis
externally or Interually, de-
spite knowing aliout the
problem for af least the last
13 years.

That's the conelusion from
investigators at the Stoll Borne
Taw firm whe pored over 15,000
pages of documonts and inter- .y rorencn s report offers ruch
viewed more than 2 dozen peo-
ple, delivering ils report Thuvs-  consistently used to track af-
day, July 14, to the district. fected fixtures and repairs, pro-

Saperinfendent Carole viding misleading information.
Smith informed Por{lal Pab- .
tic Schools board chair Tom  Sticker campaign felf flat
Koehler over the weekend that Parents and staff might have

she had decided to feave the known as early as 2012 that wa- -

distriet and announced it on ter from sink faucets was dan-
Momtay morning, nearly si- gerous to deink If Erin Barnalé
mulianeously with the public had gotten her way. Barnett —
velease of the law fivm’s roport.  who is leaving the district Fri-
The $81,250 report says the day as part of a rash of depar-
district largely didn't adéress tures from the eommmunications
the problem of lead becanse of {eam — developed a sticker to
systetnle laflares, lack of insti-  ba depleyed across the district
tulional knowledge and a lack  after u concerned parent at
of priority from either the Rigier School discovered shy-
board or adminisiraters for dents were not suppesed to be
maintenance. drinking sink waler, as they had
Environmental Health and  been, To Barnctt’s great frustra-
Safefy Manager Andy Fridley tion, the sticker's were naver ap-
— who remains on paid admin-  proved through Facilities and

Stith advised the board te
make these posittons perizanent,

The departing superinten-
dent alse Identified miflions of
dollars in expendltures the dis-
trict should make toward test-
ing, maintenance and public
records. Smith said digitizing
the district’s documents, imple-
menting an elecironic public
records system and crenting a
directer-devel publlc records of-
ficer with an expanded staff
were “critical”™

Repart highlights
B “For the past 15 yenrs, PPS

has had ne consistent proce-
ThBURE FEE PO 6Tes or proatocols for internal

fose Gty Park Schoot leacher Mofly Sims expressed the asger felt by ~ Mtanagement of information re-
many at a June 1 community meating ahout lead in school water: A

lating to elevated levels of tead
in frinking water.” (page 3)

B “During our investigation,
Kiven o the fact that PPS has  {he individuals employed by
been chronically underfunded PP that we encountered were
with kigh turn-over and vacan- weli-inteationed, sineere and
cies in the distriet, ‘They also fortheoming, ... We found ne in-
point the finger at a newly dication that anyone infended
elected board whose requests  harm or to negleet his or her
“ihay well huve delayed a coor-  job dufies. Moreover, as of the
dinated and effective response  date of tils report, Multaomale
to the public,” the report sum- County’s Public Heaith Depari-
marizes, ment reports that drinking wa-

. ter has not heen identified as
Smitlr’s response the source for elevated lead in

Superintendent Smith left a the blood of any county resi-
parting gift (e the district she  dent” (page 4
led for nearly a decade: a five- B Between 2001-201%: “Our
pagereport on what she thinks — investigation found Jittle infor-
needs to change to address matiot or historieal knowledge
concerns of water quality and  on the behalf of PPS regarding
other envirenmental dangers whether any formal prace-
in the district’s decaying dures or protocels were in
schools. place.” {page 12)

atora delails about the crlsis.

WMoMinnvilie News Register

Aften's P.C.B. Est, 1888

Smith wili no longer lead the

B “Testing has been disfa-

istrative leave as the district Assul Management, andshedid 4

stricl, having announced her vored. ... In most instances, on-

considers the report’s person- not fee? it was her place to ad-
© nel impileations — was explie-  dress the issue with ker own
itly in charge of the Lead in Wa- superiors, the report says.
ter Programl. Bui it was a pra- Instead, the fact that ciass-
gram in name oniy. Fridley had room faucets were not sup-
no training, consistent prefo- posed to be used for drinking
cols or oversight — learning water was addressed infre.
what he was supposed to do quently in principal newstet-

retirement, bul installed two 1y the minimmm testing neces-
new employees. Interim Execu-  sary o address the request is
live Director of Facilities Op-  performed” (page 17)

eralions Couriney Wilton — B “From our investigation, it
with experience at the Energy appears that no one in PPS's
Trust of Cregon, Ctackamas operations department, frem -
Commninity College and David  Mr, (Tony) Magllane dows, has
Dougias Sehool District — will  any formal fraining addressing.

McMinnville, OR
(vambill Co.)

(Girc. 2xW. 8,808)
JUL 22 203

Tests :
detect
lead in
fountain, ,
faucets |

STARLA POINTE
g’!’ehe Navss—RegIsterR744'7 ,

Tests have detected Ieagr]
in one drinking fountain
and 13 faucets in older
McMinnville schoei
buildings. .

The district has received
resudts from the lesting of
more than 4909 water sam-
ples from its buildings,
about hatl the total num-
ber being collected this
SWIBTHEL

Superintendent Mary-
atice Russeft toid the
board Monday thal most
samples were free of
tead. Tesls gave a clean
Hit} ‘of health 1o water

taken from Memorjal and
Grandhaven elemeniary
scheols, the old Cook

Schoni and lhe Evans

Gireel Learing Center,

e said.

ShBul levels excecded the

EPA Limit of |5 parts per

biliion in 14 samples.

Que sample was taken
from a drinking f(_)unlam
al Adams, which is nsed
for the RISE allernative
progoam. Six fascels at
Adams also lested posi-
tive, along witls threc al
Cotunibus, two at Waseher
and one each al Newby
and Sue Buel.

The problems occurred

- irom thé Internet and from brief  fors that ended in 2012, The re. - be in charge of planning for the  lead in waler or wuter safely js-
Interactions witl his predeces- port staies there is “wide- needs that, Wwill be identifled sues” (page1s)
-sor, who had established an ad  spread agreement” that state- through an assessment by B “Within the PPS adminis-
hoc appreach, the report says.  meats on PPS’ website and  CH2M Hill. futerim Senior Di-  tration hierarchy, there has

Boreover, information found ' elsewhere were ineffective at rector of Enviromnental Health  been no-reporting mechanism

on the distriet's website imply-  commanicating fo people that  and Safety John Burnham, for- or aversight up the chain of
ing drinking water sources are  the waler was nenpotable. tmerly divector of Envicowmen-  consmand, and né top down di-
safe and no longer in need of - : Thotgh the mvestigators — -tal [lealth and Safety al-Oregon  rection provided, regarding
testing was false. Former Com-  given their charge by theboard  Health & Science University, load in water issues” (page 33)
nsunications Dircetor Jon [saa- — were not authorized to dig  will be tasked with coming up ’
cs also knowingly gave Willa- into the [ollowing issues, they with and updating procedures, ——
melte Week an incomplete co-  noled thai several employees  {raining plans and data sys- l
py of a database {hat was nol  wanled consideration to be tems.

i old. originai fixlures.
Russe!l said, The lead is
probably coming from
(he [fixtures Ihcmselyes.
rather (han from the pipes
serving them, she said.
Facilitics director Pete
Keenan Said lead solder

See LEAD, ﬂﬂ‘}

—_—

ing conslraction projects.
District volers nppmve_d
$89.4 mitlion ia projecls in
May, including conslric-
tion of a mew vocational/
once was rowtinely wsed jeoypical center at McMm‘;
jn the manefacture and | le High School, ““e::_
instaliion of plumbing fi%- high school gy, hﬁfﬂ
jures, which is no longer cistized carecr pathway
e case. classrooms and new TUSKE
All the problem fIXIUFES  opmy, safety and 5ccunlty
wili be replaced before improvements Across [;1‘&
clsses resume,  Keeman  gigiey; and ether remodct-
said, ing and encrgy efficlency
Then water 'sm[!}p:;s prajects.
will be tesled again. 3 u Avproved paperviark
ili contain fead ApP pery
?23?:32)(5::211;@ the limit, that Wllll a;i_;n{: ﬁ:il?cl::r;: :]c:
Jistri ilt i jeale naccepl a 371 | grd
o ctll‘smi(;:;:sm" nest from ¢he stale for additionnl
ne;rey I;,md Russell said construciion. .
McMinnvilie Weier &leghﬁ The siale grant was lmkedd
has assured the districl passage o the May Bon
the problem is nat cansed \easure. The district plans
by water flowing into the 15 used the money for aue\;
buildings. . maintenance puilding an
In other business MOn-  iber projeets. o
g e . m Approved pay raises
N e he saie o for subpsﬁmlc teachers and

i or lhe safe of : :
E(:l’l%:s lor support upcom- classificd cmployces.

Lead
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The contaminant

was detected in 12

fixtures at Jefferson

Elementary School

ANYHONY RUNEL
LCorvallis Gazete-Times.

‘Water testing in the Corvallis
School District has found ele-
vated levels of lead in 12 fixtures
at Jefferson Elementary School,
incleding the drinking fountain
in the gym and multiple class~
room fountains, the district an-
nounced on Thursday.

Other fixtures tested positive
for lead but were below levels
considered actionable by the
U.5. Envircnmental Protection
Agency.

Samples were collected from
ali district schools earlier this
month and sent to a lab for
testing. Only the results from
Jefferson, which was built in
1960, have been returned so far,
but district officials said other
schools also have plumbing fix-
tures that contain lead.

Kim Patten, the district’s fa-
cilities and transportation man-
ager, said Wilson and Adams el-
ementaries — which were built
about the same time as Jefferson
— both have some of their orig-
inallead fixtures.

Patten said the districtlast did
lead testing across all schools
in 2000, In 2002 it replaced all
the fixtures and some pipe that
showed actionable levels oflead,
using meney from a facilities
bond.

Patten, who was the secretary
in the facilities department at
that time, said district officials
have not ordered more testing
because they have to juggle re-
sources between many needs, in-
cinding other safety issues they
are required to take action on.

!

of lead in district-wide tests.

“There was no requirement to
test. We lmew all of our sources
were safe a3 of 20027 she said.

Patten said district officials
have already shut off and marked
the fixtures that exceedad EPA.
action ieveis. Next they plan
to replace all the faucets that
have exceeded actionable lavels
(they've already ordered $2,500
in fixtures) and will remove all
the classroom drinking foun-
tainsin the district’s elementary
schools and not replace them.

Patten added that the gym-
nasium water fountain at Jeffer-
sonwould be replaced. After the
fixtures are replaced, she said,
the new ones will be tested to
make sure the water islead-free,

Please see Lead; Page A4

A ARIAL ORTIZ, GAZETTETIMES
The drinking fountain in the Jeffersan Elementary School gy has been shut off after testing revealed
elevated levels of lead in the water. A dozen fivturas at the Corvallis schooi showed potentially unsafe leveis”

e e o
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ARIBAL ORTIZ, GAZEFTETIMES
A sign is stapled aver a [aucet and drinking fountain that showed
elevated tevels of lead in Room 11 at Jefferson Elementary. District

als said fixtures that tested positive for lead would be replaced.

”

Lead
From A

If not, it may be necessary to
replace the pipes, which are
not made of lead but some-
times have lead soldering.

“We don't see it as a pipe
problem;’ she said. “We
believe it is the individual
fixtures”

The night before the wa-
ter samples were collected,
Patten said, the facilities
staff ran water through all
the fixtures so any built up
lead was flushed cut and
they could simulate what
cenditions would be like
during the schoel year.

The EPA considers lead
levels acticnable if they
exceed 15 parts per billion.
In some classrooms af Jef~
ferson, the lead level easily
exceeded that mark. For
example, Patten said, the
faticet in Room 11 had 167
parts of lead per billion, and
the water fountain had 104
parts per billion. The gym
water fountain had 54 parts
per billion, she said.

According to the lab re-
sults the distriet released
to the Gazette-Times, of
the 47 fixtures tested at Jef-
ferson, only six showed no
lead, bt most were below
actionable levels.

Datten said the district
prioritized elementary
schools for testing because
it willhave students insome
buildings for akindergarten
preparatory programin Au-
gust. She said offieials hope
o have all the remediation
efforts complete before
school starts, but it may
take Jonger than that. Fix-

tures that are not replaced
by then will remain shut off.

Patten szid all the dis-
triet's schools do have some
safe water available even if
remediation is not com-
plete: Last summer grant
funds were nsed to instalia
filtered, refrigerated foun-
tain at each school. The
one at Jefferson tested free
of lead, she added.

“This is a difficult situa-
tion for schoel districts in
Oregon because there's no
money for testing or reme-
diatjon,” Patten said.

Shie said the district’s new
long-range facilities plans
will need to address safety
and water issues.

“It was nice io see the
results for this school early
so we can get an idea what
we're up against,)” she said.

Thelead testing lab costs
were justunder $13,000.

Bili Emminger, manager
of Bemton County's envi-
ronmental hezlth division,
said the county has had six
cases of people with ele-
vated lead levels since Janu-
ary of 2015, butt they have all
been traced to sources such
asoceupational exposure or
dust frorn flaking lead paint
inpre~1970shomes. He said
Benton County is similar to
the rest of the Oregon in
this, based on information
he's heard from state offi~
cials,

“I Oregon, virtnally
1o lead exposure is due to
drinking water” he said.

He added that the “first
draw” tests dene by the
district represent a kind
of worst-case scenario of
someone using a faucet or
drinking fountain first thing

\

in the morning after lead
has leached into the water

overnight,
Potentially, lead levels
drop during the day as the

pipes are used and the lead
is finshed ont.

Emminger said the big~
gest concern is water used
for food preparation or
drinldng, rather thanwash-~
ing.

“Most public health
agencies arg realizing there
areno safelevels oflead” he
said.

According to the Oregon
Public Health Division, the
following are symptoms of
lead exposure in children:

B Tiredness or loss of
energy.

N Hyperactivity.

B  Reduced attention
SPALL

N Iritability or cranki-
ness,

B Poor appetite.

M Weight loss.

B Tyouble sleeping.

R Constipation.

®m Aches or pains in the
stormach.

Long~termJead exposure
in children can cause brain
damage, lowered intelli-
gence, behavior and Jearn-
ing problems, and impaired
speech andlanguage devel-
opment.

“If (parents) have got
2 concern like that, they
should go fo their health
care provider said Em-
mminger.

Even if someone did show
elevated levels of lead, he
added, it would be prema-
ture to assume they got it
from water.

“Twenty parts per bil-
Yo is sl pretty low? Em-

7

minger said, .

Vince Adams, a Corvallis
School Board member, said
he brought the issue up
to the board after hearing
about tests that found lead
in the water in Portiand
schools. After that meeting,
he said, the district began
the process of contracting
to have its water tested,
before Gov. Kate Brown or-
dered state agencies to de-
velop a plan to expand water
testing at schools in April,
which prompted many
more schools systems to do
the same,

The district’s early start
meant Corvallis was ahead
ofmany cther schools in the
quene to get Tesults, Adams
added,

“We are lucky we are
learning this now. We have
some timetofix it before the
school year starts)” he said,

Adams said he brought
the matter up because the

. dangers of lead to all peo-

ple, but especially young
children, are well-kmown,

‘It's not sometiing we
take lightly” he said.

A Corvallis representa-
tve said if the city ever had
lead pipes in its water sys-
tem, they were all replaced
decades ago, long before it
was rnandated by Congress
in 1986. The representa-
tive said the city performs
annual tests on its water
sources, the Willamette
River and Rock Greek, and
has never detected lead in

itk . o
either one. 2 R \\ -
Anthony Rimel can be
reached at anthony.rimel@

lee.net, 541758-9526, or via
Twitter @anthonyrimel.




Salem, OR

said Wednesday,

But that’s not the corr ect interpre-
tation, the EPA said in a ‘written re-
sponse to the Statesman Journal's
questions.

“The 31's guidance does not recom-
mend any pre-sampling activities that
are not part of the schools existing
maintepance program, as those activ-
itiés would prevent the samples from
being representative of the drinking
water provided to the students,” the
EPA said.

Flushing a building’s pipes is one of
the measures EPA recommends to ra-'
duce lead in drinking water, so sam-
ples after flushing'‘could be lower than
they would be during routine use.

“If a school does not {lush as a part
of their regular maintenance pro-
gram, they should not be flushing be-
fore conducting 3Ts sampling,” the
EPA said.

See LEAD, Page 2A

The3T's

According fo the EPA's documents, the 3 T’
stand for fraining, testing and telling.

Tratning covers the heatth-effects of lead
and developing partnerships with other
agencies,

Testing includes strategies for the most

accurate results and water sampling
protocols

Tebling refers to letting people know about
lead and the beast way to provide
information to parents and the public
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Lead: Warrenton-Hammond, Knappa
school districts still waiting for results

Centiaued from Page 1A

The school district, which
tested at several spots ir each
school, shut off all other. foun-
taing at the high school as
a precaution while it rms
additional ‘tests to determine
whether on-campus  plumb-
ing or water coming into the

“school is the issue.

“Astoria  School District
and the city are dedicated 1o

+ eliminating lead from drink-

ing water, but it's not uncom-
mon for smali amounts to be
fovad due to leaching from
service lines, paits, and fit-
lings,” Hoppes wrole in a lot-
ter sent to parents and guard-
ians Monday, “These trace
amounts of fead rarely if ever
cause acule illnesses. Only
with prolonged exposure can
lead bicaccumulale in the
body and cause health issues.”
In the lciter, Hoppes said
tests at 3D spots around the
city last year showed clean
drinking water beiow the EPA
threshold for treatment.
“While the city provides
water that is lead-frec, it can-
nof control the pipes and fix-

Cralg Hoppes

tures past the' service con-
nection,”  Hoppes  wrote,
encouraging water customers
to use newer fixtures and lead-
free plumbing,

Seaside * Superintendent
Sheila Roley said the school
district has identified two
locations with elevated Tead
levels.

“We tested almost 40 dif-
ferent Jocations in the schools,
and only found two that had
levels that exceeded” bench-
marks, Reley said. She added
that bollx were in the teens of
parts per bilfion.

Gne was the hosc in a

" Shella Roley

boiler zoom that does not pro-
vide drinking water, Roley
said; while the other was a
sink in the concession stand
at Seaside High School pri-
marily used for cleaning. She
said the school district has
also shut down other sinks
approaching  the threshold
of 20 parts per biflion and is
performing additional tests to
defermine the cause of high
lead concentrations.

Crowded labs
Ir: addition 1o finding the
source of the pollution, the
problem s getting tinsely

results back, The discovery
of high lead volumes in two
Porland schools, along with
the public relations disaster
that followed, spurred many
districts throughout the stale
lo stari tesling thig spring.
Gov, Kate Brown and other
stafe leaders have called
for yearly reporis on lead
and other toxins from every
scheol district,

Astosia and other Clatsop
County districts starled test-
ing in June. Only in the past
week did Astoria and Sea-
side School District receive .
{heir results back from a lab.

Officials from both War-
renton-Hammend and
Knappa said their school
districts are still waiting for
resulls.”

Jewell Schop, which pro-
vides its own water, is ong of
the few dislricls in the state
thal was alseady required to
test for lead with the Oregon
Heglth Authority. Results
from previous years show
the distriet’s waler qualily
at or below the benchmark
of 0.015 milligrams of lead
per liter, 744-7
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Tests show lead at Roseburg schools

initial results show nearly 70 samples of drinking water exceeded EPA limits

VERA WESTBROOK 7447 Gerry Washburn,
The News-Review i Last week the school district
Roseburg Public Schools, the  received tast resuits for 395 of

largest school district in Doug-
1as County, released Monday
preliminary lead testing results

the 836 drinking water fixtures
tested so far, Water samples
were tested at all Roseburg

level limit for schools set by

the Environmental Protection

Agency.

Another 26 samples exceeded
the Jead imits for nonscholas-

tic entities at .015 milliprams

those sites. Fixtures that test

pasitive twice will be replaced.
Those new frctures will then be
tested again to ensure the Jead

source is niot from the water

uniikely that the lead source is
pipes because of the manner in
which the water filtration sys-
tem is handled.

“Typically what we're finding

that reported almost 70 sam- schoals except Roseb 3 ; o supply Live. is that it’s the solder wh
UTE Hi . where the
Dlés exceeded lead limmite, by .ﬂmmﬁmwowm:m mwﬂwm Hm.mw WMH_MMMW. oZ%mﬂomﬁﬂ results Based on submitted test fictures are attached,” Wash-
“We are very much in the saken at the high school should o5 mwmnwa e EM.M wm 17 re- resuits, 15 out of 64 samples burn said, “The fixtures had
initial phases of this, but we be completed this week. e an g fountains ﬁmﬂwn positive at Green Ela- Iead in them because they were
want pecple to know where As of Thursday, 68 out of 395 The school district plans to M@u ary School. &t Melrose put in bafore the lead require-
westand and what's goingon,”  tested samplesexcesded the  retestall the Emﬁémﬂpﬂmm 1 m”.n Mus.Q.. o yamples  ments wentinta place
said Roseburg Superintendent i1t ; ; ested positive,
ESup nf .20 milligrams per liter lead by taling new samples from Washburn said it’s highly LEAD, AB
—d
—— rruUM PAGE ONE
LEAD o.m alower maintenance .‘E.fm Roseburg scho oﬂ. SEHOGL éqﬂnﬂuﬁm wﬂ:m.“.w_.ﬂ 020 xﬂcﬁ_ﬂ_ﬂ s qoﬁ.,nwmm_dcm
From page Al hid unrelated to thelead  distyict expects to receive Tovbarmod Eremoariary = S T =
testing. most of the results from Fit Grove Eementary 52 Awipiling Results
The first round of test- The district expects to the first round of testing m:h“umwﬂﬂmhﬂ..se = >E___=5:E_a . =
ing cost the districtzbout  gain additional funds to in alithe schools by Aug. Hucrer Eemerary & Torating Res s
$22,500 with another pay for lead testing and 8. Meirase Elementary 71 7 f53 25
. Ross behodl Buiiding 29 15 ]
$17,000 estimated for fixture replacement ¢osts The test numbers e Terertary = . 3
additional sample tesi- by not filling a recently submitted in the accom- Winchester Elementary 78 Awalfing Results
3 3 i { Fremant Mhiddle Schog! 143 Awglting Results
ing. Costs for E.Emnnm <mn.£.ma maintenance panying table _..mnmmn.n the T e 1 >§nmu_§4
fixtures exceeding EPA position for one year. samples tested so fax, Rosebur Yigh Schast T ComiEe
Iimits have not been esti-  Washburn estimated the  which include a faw RHS District oMfice Tot Completa
mated at this time. already budgeted amount  positive samples that | Green Arntx Buiding Included jn Greon sample results 2ot of & total frrturs
“We have toteplaceall  for this full-time position, ~were not listed on the COURTESY OF RUSEBLRG PUBLIC SCHOOLS
those fixtures znd then. including benefits, o ex-  table. The table instead Prefiminary lead test results listed by school in Roseburg school district. Not all test

see if we have a source ceed §25,000. lists RHS as “not com-
problem,” Washburn said. “What we’re tTying to plete” since all the test
Washburn said the dois 1o keep it from being  samples have not been
funds to pay for the un- any more impactful on recaived at this time,
budgeted district lead the budget than it already “I can assure people
testing will come from is” Washburn said. “We’ll  that we are going to do
2 $16,000 savings to the dowhatwehavetodoto  everything we canto
district that’s the result address the issue.” make sure their kids are

results have been retumed yet, but should be received by Aug. 8.

drinking water that meets  the work done on some

the EPA standard ... fixtures before scheol

and we'll do that before starts, the water supply

school starts, ” Washburn  will be shut off to those

said. fixtures until they are
Ifthe district can’t get replaced.

“The water that the
kids will be encountering
when they come back to
school will be well within
the EPA limits,” Wash-
burn said. 744-7
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Lead testing to wait
until school begins

By Jolene Guzman
The ltemizer-Observer

DALLAS ~— Lead test 1e-
quirements are about “as
¢lear as mud” at this point.

That's the assessment of
Dallas School District’s fa-
cilities manager Kevin
Montague after a meeting
with Oregon Department of
fducation, the Oregon
Health Authority (OHA)
and representatives of
school districts from across
the state,

He said schools perform-
ing tests this summer may
have to test again becanse
consistent guidelines for
when, how and where to test
have not been established.

“Lots and lots of confu-
sion,” Montague said in a
report to the Dallas School
Board Monday evening.

He said OHA has recom-
mended districts follow the
Envirenmental Protection
Agency's (EPA) guidelines,
which has two “action”
thresholds for tests, one for
“public water sources” and
another for schools.

Montague said the pub-
lic water threshold requires
action if lead is found in
levels 15 parts per billion or
higher. For schools, the
threshold is 20 parts per
billior. But when testng
began, that wasn't lmown
by schools or labs perform-
ing the tests, he said,

Montague said testing
during the summer is an
issue because EPA stan-
dards require testing “under
normal use conditions,”
after water is allowed 10 sit
in the pipes for between

eight and 18 heurs,

“My question was al-
ways, how do you replicate
normal conditions during
the summer?” Montague
said, “You cannot do it”

Montague said the prac-
tice of flushing the pipes for
20 minutes, as some dis-
tricts have dene, and then
letting watex sit for eight to
18 hours before testing may
be problematic, too. EFA
puidelines say not to flush
the pipes before testing.

“There is no perfect an-
swer on when to test, but
what I do know is that you
need to be testing under
normal-use circum-
stances,” Montague said,

For that reason, Dallas
schools won't perform its
testing until school is back
in session. Montague said
all water sources will e test
ed in the fall using the EPA-
recomsnended methods.

I want to make sure we
do it right, so we are going
to wait until school starts
again," Montague said.

The 117 initial tests
taken in the spring revealed
that in one school building,
Ozalkdale Heights, nearly
every test contained lead.

“None of themn was close
to the acton level,” Mon-
tague said, noting with the
age of buildings in the dis-
wict, low levels of lead may
always be present.

Montague said even
more questions remain for
state officials to answer,
suth as how often taps
should be tested and how
much lead is acceptabie.

“There's no consensus at
this point,” Montague said. |
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West Linn-
Wilsonuille School
District still testing
other schools

By ANDREW KILSTROM
The Spokesman

Tesls for lead in drinking
waler al Inza R. Woed Middle
School and Arts and Technoi-
ogy Higl: School were relayed
te parents via email July 21,
indicating elevated levels of
lead in multiple locatiens at
Lotk sites, most nolably at the
drinking feantain and bottle

P B
Wood, Art Tech drinking
water tests indicate
elevated levels of lead

MORE INFORMATION

Far answers to specific quas-
fions contact WL-WV ’
Operations Director Tim

Wondlsy at woodleyt@ulwvk12, -

or.us or 503-673-7995.

levels of lead exceed the ac-
tion level of 20 parts per bik-
lion {ppb) set by the 1.8, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA). Test results at Roeck-
man Creek Primary, released
Monday, July 25, showed no
elevated levels of fead or cop-
per.

The West Linn-Wilsonville
School District made the deci-

fill up station in Art Tech’s
Kiva (cafeteria). The elevaled

Lead

B Froin Page 1

sion i June Lo test {he quality of drinlting water
Tor al! ils schools, working with Pixis L?_:IIJS
in Portlang znd starting with its oldest buikd-
m'gl‘hirteen o0f199 test locations at Wood showed
elevaled levels of lead, wilh lecations including
eight lab sinks in scicnce classreoms, one teach-
er demonstration lab sink, thiree classroom sinlk
fauceis and one bubbler in a classroem sink, Re-
sults also indivated that one ciassroom sink fan-
cal ias an elevated level of copper that exceeds
the action level ol 1,350 ppb.

The two locations at Ast Peeh produced levels
of 253 pph and 34 ppb (drinking founta_m) The
highest Lest locations at Woed, meanwhile, were
715 ppb, 50.2 pph, 49.5 ppb and 33.:% ppp, with the
majority of elevated tests hovering just above
the 20 ppb thresheid. )

“We're going to make sure that everything is
safe for children and staff, wherever we are in
the process of mitigation,” Superinier_ld.ent
Kathy Ludwig told the Spokesman gfter m_ltlzgl
testing al Sunset and Willameite Primary indi-
caied elevated levels of lead in a combined six
locations, i

WL-WV hasn't tested its drinking water on-

Coltage Grave, OR
{Lane Co.)

/North gDo

Soa|LEAD / Paga §

s

T

site in huitdings in the past — save for its three
wells whicl: are routinely tested — instead rely-
ing cn Lhe regular testing of watet by_tlm City of
Wesl Linn and the City of Wilsonville. Water
sources at individual schools are not tesled by
cither city, however. .
Operations Director Tim Woodley aiso said
e disivict will contine testing and sharing ve-
sulfs with parents throughout the sumnes, with
the goal of havig resulis from al[ sgi\uols
by mid-August. The distriet has said it will
take jmmediate action fixing problem areas,
and widl then reiest to make sure érinking
water is safe prior to the start of school it Sep-
tember. .
According to the EPA, even low levels of le_ad
i11 the blood of children can resulé In behavior
and learning problems, lower 1Q and hyperactiv-
ity, stowed growih, hearing preblems and ane-
1a.
" The district announced clevated levels of l_ead
at Sunset Primary (four jpcations) and Willa-
mette Primary {two locations) lasl weelk, bat has
slready veplaced fixlures and retested at those
Joeations. Those most recent tesis yielded nor-
mal levals of lead. Boljon Primary and CREST
Headquarters, meanwhile, showed no glevaleﬂ
levels at auy of its drinking water locaiions. Tp-
dates will be provided when results become
available.

Confact Andrew Kitstremn at 503-636-1281 exl. Heor

. 7
ekilsirom@pamplinmedie.com. f/’ ‘,/;,//.,-

_EF"

glas District tests, retests for lead
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Falls City schools to test for lead

FALLS CiTY — The Falls City Scheol District Board approved
en Juy 18 transferring $3,800 aut of coptingency to pay for
state-required fead testing. -

The maney wil be transferred to the cperation and mainte-
nance of bulldings fund 1o pay a centractor to collect samples
and send them for testing.

The expenditure wasn't Included in the 2016-17 budget be-
cause the state request had not been made when the spending
plan was developed,

Falls City will test 59 faucets and drinking fountains, follow-
Ing the state's request that every outlet be tested.

“Il's evarything that we think we can drink cut of" satd Falls
City Superintendent Jack Thompson.

§
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Time is needed to get
lead response right

Kudos 1o the Dallas School District for not panicking
when it comes to testing for lead in the water at its schools,

We think the strategy of waiting until school is in sesslon
and following the recommendations of Emvironmental
Protectivn Agency for testing will provide better reswits for
the district and its students in the long run.

The rush to test is understandable, as the health and
safety of children and employees could be at stake. Howev-
er, doing 50 using incormmect pracesses — which may be the
case for other disiricts that have completed o1 are current-
Iy testing — means at best they will have to retes, At worst,

. they could provide false readings.

Its clear from Daliag' [acllities manager’s recount of

* Monday’s meeting with the Oregon Depariment of Educa-

tion, the Cregon Health Aushority and ether school district
representatives that many questions remain abott how the
state should respond to the issue.

Requiring districts to have comprehensive plans in
place to mitigate risks by Oclober, as was suggested at that
meeting, would make it difficult for schools to meet dead-
lines. More criticel, the short timeline makes it less tikely
those plans will be effective.

Questions of how often tests should be conducted, what
taps should be tested, how much lead is acceptable in
water and whether the state should help pay for obliga-
tions it places on districts need 1o be thoughtfufly an-
swered, State and school leaders shoukd take the time to do
that, for the benefit of all involved.

We are giad this important issue is being addressed —
and that the Dallas Schoel Distiict’s response was Lo take
the time to get the best outcome possible.

Cottage Grove Sentinef
[ {Circ. W. 5,400)

JUL 37 o018
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! s
orth Douglas Schdol Dis- " Nodh Douvglas  contracted

trict said 1t has respond-
ed te public concems regarding
possible lead contaminants in its
waler system by testing that sys-
teny recently.

The District indicated via
press release that Superiolen-
dent John Lahley had required
testing of “all drinking suppiy
faucets and sources for consum-
able water, in addition to 5 per-
cent of classrooms.”

with  Analytical Laboratory
Group of Eugene far the testing,
whiclh involved testing samples
from 45 locations that revealed
10 sites of concemn where lead
levels exceeded the 15 pacts per
bittion thresheld of lead levels
deemed in need of correclion by
the National Center for Disease
Control.

Lahley stated that no drinking
fountains were found io con-

tain unsafe water, nor were any
kitchens found to be contami-
nated. Coincession booths a1 the
high school athletic field and
[towards field were detesmined
as “non-drinkabie sources,” as
were three high-school science
lab stations, one bigh scheol
resiroomn sink, a classroom sior-
age space sink in the high school
and three elementary/middle
school classrooms.

Lahley indicated that water

would first be shut off to those
sites deemed "non-drinkable;”
those sites were then scheduled
for retesting.

On July 12, the District sent
an update indicating that of the
10 sites found to contain unae-
ceptable lead levels on a first
test, all 1{tcame back clear after
a second test. Lahley indicaled
that he helicved the first positive

- tests were due to “lack of regu-

Iar use at those locations.” /I
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Tests show

District’O

Astack of papers in South Lage
Schoe! District Superinten-
denl_Krjs(a Parent’s office showease
lW(ilfll[]?l)C:}'lﬂ[it letters again and again
The letters stand for “none (e
tected” and show the results of tests
far lead conducted at the sources of
the District’s drinking waler. South
Lane tested iis water SUpply in June
as public concern over [oard Ieve]s'
troughaut Oregon meunted. Just
l_asl week, in fact, Portland  Puly-
lic .Schools Superintendent Carole
Smith stepped down over allegations

lead

time but did nothing to correct the
issue.

Tﬁere _is no stale standard for Juad
les_(mg in public schoois,  Paren(
pointed cut, adding that public con-
celr‘n promipted the tests here,

As 5000 as i happened in Port-
!and,_we knew we wanted 0 get ev-
er_yll"ung tested,” she said. The Dis.
trict’s water supply in its rucai schools
1s now under its own purview and js
part of the Row River Wager District,
which Parent said js Toutinely [cslcd’

though Lincoln Middle School Imrj
not been tested since 1989 and one

found in South Lane
ffice drinking fountain

A level of 15 pans per billion of
lc:l_:{ is the upper thteshold of accept-
ability for the elenwent. One water
source that did fest positive for Jead
the |:!n_nking feuntain in the Districl’s,
administralive office 1 Third and Ad-
ams streets, showcased an amount of
6.8 parts per billion, While this nunt-
ber tests below Lhe acceplable thresk-
old, Parenl said the District chose to

Teplace the fountajn anyway.

Parent said she wouldnt be SHe-
prised if the District has 1o test its
water for fead again.

Tigard, OR
{Washington Go.)
Tigard/Tiralatin Times
{Cir. W. 6,500)

JUL 23 2016
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7 Many questions

|
|

yet unanswered
regarding lead in
PPS water supply

b 1]
T COMMUNITYSOAPBOX

_ﬂm( I!ze Distiict knew about fead in
its deinking waier system for some

West Linn, OR |
{Clackamas Ca.)
Woest Linn Tidings
(Circ. W, 2,730)
JUL 3 8 2006
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other South Eane School had ot
been tested since 2011

"“The siate has gotten Py seri-
ous about 1esting,” she suid.

-

/

“ Cedaroak Park tests indicate

elevated levels

Dy AHDREW HILSTROM /-7 ;,/47'),

The Tidings
i Tests for lead In drluking water af Cedaroak
- . Park Primary were relayed to parents July 21,
imlicating elevated levels of lead in three of 57
locations. :
Resulls at Rosemont Ridge Middle School,
meanwlhile, indicated elevated levels in dhrea of 118
lpeations. Theindicated elevaled fevels of lead that
exceed the action levet of 20 parts per billion {ppb}
ncluded an activity area sink, classroom sink and
restreom sink at Cedaroak Park, and two sclence
classroon lab sink faucets and ene resiroem sink
faucet ir the boy's locker room at Resemont Ridge.
‘The three [ocations at Cedaroak Park produced
elevated levels of 32.7 ppb, 38.8 ppb and 50.5 ppb —
axceeding the level set by the U.S. Environmental
Frofection Agency. The thiree elevated levels of lead

of lead

“We're going to make sure
that everything s safe for chil-
dren and staff, wherever we are
inthe process of mitigation,” Su-
perintendent Kathy Ludwig said
after initial testing at Swiset ang
Willamette Primary indicated
elevated levels of lead in a com-
bired six locations,

WL-WV hasw't lesled its drink-
ing water onsite in buildings in
the past— save for its three wells
which are routinejy tested — in-
slead relying on the regular {est-

MORE
INFORMATIOR
For answers o
spacific ques-
lions contact
WL-WY
Operations
Director Tim.
Woodley at
woodieyt@wlwy.

k12.erus ar
603-673-7996,

ing of water by ihe City of Westi Linn and the Cily of
‘Wilsonville. Water sources at individaal schools are

ot tested by elther city, however.

Operations Director Tim Woeediey also said the
district will continue testing and sharing resulls

by Hareld Warner

¥ questions:
When Pert-
land Pablic
Sehosls Super-
intendent Carel Smith put
on leave seme key person-

nol-in PPS, was that the cor-

rect answer or a way to ap-
pease the citizens and par-
ents?

If it is true, 1he water from
Byl Mountain is without.
signifieant lead before re-
leased {o Portland, then it
seems to me, the system
from source {o exit might be
the real problem and needs
evaluation).

A recent artiele in The Or-
agunian teld how the pipes
for water supply to Portland
were installed, but does the
question needs asked — are
| the fountaing the real cul-
Prit?

Could it be possible that
the total system is failing
and all the city pipes need
repiaced?

H that is {rue, then the
scheol sysiem is not totally

al fault {execept for not hav-
ing a monitering programy),
and all those cornmunities
purchasing water from Port-
land's Bull Rur might be In
jeopargy.

If the purchasers are hav-
ing vroblems with their wa-
ter ang higher lead levels,
who would be liable?

It seerns to me, the water
needs o be tested at the en-
trance {o the school and
conmpare those values in
what exits the fountalns,

If {he entrance lead level
Is high, then the puzzie is
solved. H is the supply from
the city.

Replacing fountains and
pipes to me seems not to be
the {otal answer.

Itifis proved ihat the
abave Is true, then those
that were pul en leave ought
to returned to their jobs
with notations that they
were not at fault added to
their personnel files.

Harold Warner lives in Tigard

o

/f

Klamath, OR

at Rosemont were 451 pph, 471 ppb and 32.6 pph.
The West Linn-Wilsunville Schaol District made
ihe decigion in Juhe to lest the quality of drinking
water for al} its scliools, working with Pixis Labs
in Pertland and starting with its ofdest builgings.

/

The Kla!mt?)— County
Schoo! Disteict received
tests resulls for four more
schools, additional results
for a previously reported
school and Tesults for the
district office. They con-
tinte 1o show safe levels of
{ead and copper in school
drinking water, according

10 a news:relcase,

Resulis were returned
from Lost River Jz./51.
High Schoel, Chilequin
Jr.fSe. High Schoal, Chilo-
quin Elementary, Gilchrist
Schoots and the district
office. Additional results

with parents throwghout the swamner, with the goal
of having results from all schools by mid-Awgust.

géﬁ levels of lead, copper

came for a few sites at Fer-
guson Elementary, which
also had results reported
on July 1L
District schuals and
buildings continue to
contain lead levels well
below the Environmental
Protection Agency thresh-
old of 15 parts per billion
and copper Jevels below
the EPA threshold of 1,300
parts per billion.

Starting on June 13, the
district ook 130 samples
from ifs 20-plus schools
and buildings and sent
them to Spring Street

Contact Andrew Kilstrom af 503-636-1281 ext, 112 or
akilstram@pamplinmedio.com.

_ ONLINEEXTRA
Results of water tests

for lead done by the
Klamath County School
District, as well as those
for copper in drinking
water, are available with
this story at heral-
dandnews.com,

Analytical, which sent

the samples for labora-
tory testing. Nearly all

the test resulis have come
back, leaving only the new
district office building on
Greensprings Drive await-

-

ing results. Ali lead tests
are betow the BPA limits.

FAUCET
REPLACEMENTS

The Kiamath County
Schoot District is planning
to replace ail faucets in
water fountains and sinks
in kitchens, nurses” stations,
staff rooms and other
yooms over the next three
years. The district believes

 this proactive approach will

continue to keep students
safe.

En the most recent
results, the district tested 32

total sites, including drink-

ing fountains, and sinks

in the kitchen, staff rootmn,
nurses station and other
rooms in some schools.

Of 1hose 32 samples, six
had Jead levels of less than

1 past per biliion, 11 had
levels between 1 and 3 parés
per billion and 15 had lev-
els above 3 paris per bitlion.

Levels at two sites at Gil-

christ were approaching the
EPA threshold, but because
they were still below 15
ppb, they are still consid-
ered safe. The highest wasa
custodial drinking fountain

i

hKIamath Co.}
eradl & News
{Cir. D. 16,694
Cir. 5, 17,324

JUL 2 8 2018
llen’s voo.b B 1o

reported at county schools

at 14.4 ppb, followed by a
13.4 ppb amount in a staff
sink. Again, the districl

is planning on replacing
all faucets and fountain
fixtures in its schools over
the next thee years.

The district also tested
for copper in the drinking
water. The EPAs limit for
copper is far, far higher
than lead, at 1,300 ppb. OF
the 32 sites most secently
tested, 27 were below 100
ppb. Five sites were above

100 ppb. And 10 sites were
below 10 pph.

(T
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School
getting
new pipes
after tests

The Springfield School
District will pay $95,000
to reduce lead levels
at Page Elementary

744-7
By ALISHA ROEJMELING
The Register-Guard

SPRINGFILLD — Page
Elementary Scheol's under-
ground water system will
soon be completely replaced
with all new pipes, filiings
and fixtures, after elevated
levels of lend were deter-
mined to be present in ihe
building’s west wing.

Six c¢lassrooms at the
north Springéield school were
found to have higher-than-
safe levels of lead in their
classroom sinks and drinking
fountains, said Brett Yancey,
the Springfield School Dis-
trict’s chief operations officer.

The cntire replumbing
project will cost the district
95,000, according to Yancey,
who said the replacement
work will be completed be-
fore the new schooi year com-
mences on Sept. 7.

Testing revealed that wa-
ter fror sinks and drinking
fountains in the west wings
six classrooms ranged from
27 to 180 parts per hillion,
or PPB.

The standard for accept-
able amounts of lead in
drinking water is 20 PPB.
Anything ahove that is con-
sidered elevated, according
to the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

After receiving initial test
results for Page Flementary
on Junc 13, new repiacement
fixtures were ordered for all
sites that showed elevated
ovels of lead, and water was

Turi to LEAD, Poge AS

LEAD LEVELS
Testiag in the west wing
of Page Elementary
School showed elevated
lead lavels, classified
by federal regulaiors as
anything above 20 parts
per billian.
Classroom 3: 180 2PQ
on first draw from sink
and drinking fountain
Classroom 2: 72 PPB
Classroom 4: 48 PPB
Classroom 5: 31 PPB
Classroom 6: 31 PPB
€lassroom 1z 27 PFD
Souree: Springfieid School District

%_‘}?arfgl_ reviews latest drinking water test results
'{- +

BY JEREMY £, RUARK
Inurk@evuntymedionet

-— school psychologist in the new school
year aliead.

“Our school psychologist hus left
and the reality is we aren't going ta
get anolher one,” Harlley said. “There
is a huge shortage of school psycholo-
gists across the nation.”

Hartley said he and other selected
adminislzators and staff wilf receive
Edueation Service District (ESDY
lzaining to help them identify basic

The Clatskanie School District’s
drinking water continues (o be safe
for students and others, according to
the latest test results reviewed by the
Claiskanie School Board during its
regular monthly meeling on Monday
night, Tuly 25,

Concerns about high levels of
Jead in the drinking water in Post-
tand public scheols eatlier this year
triggered review and new testing al
the Clatskanie and Rainier schoals
this summer. Rainier Superintendent
Michael Carter told The Chief earlicr
this month that his disirdct's latest test
results also show no health concerns
with the scheol drinking waler.

Superintendent Dr. Lloyd Hariley
also discussed goals and communica-
lion processes with the school board
al the July 25 meeting.

Hartley said he and a team of ad-
minisirators and stafl would be (aking
the place of the district's contracted

See WME'T' Page A6

JEREMY C. RUARK J THE CHIEF
The Clatskanie and Raimter School Districts' drinking water fountalng and waler sta-
Hans eontinue to he safe for students and oihers, actording 1o the latest lest results,

4

July 24 - A boat was reporiea

al Highway 30 M 27, 51,

1 read. Uregon Depanmen;
Helens. Crews responded 1o

a vehicke and bicyele accident
whare the rider of Ihe bicycle
had minor injuries and walked
themselves I¢ a first aid sta-
tion. No medicai transport
was necessary,

July 18 - A brushiire was
reperled at Smith Road &
Robinelte Road, Columbia
Gily. Fire crews responded

of Forestry was requested to
assisl and also responded
with & brush eagine lo help
CRF&R crews exlinguish a
small fire burning in raifroad
ligs, The railroad company
was advised and shui down
rail lraffic unt the damage
could be repaired,

July 21 - A vehicle was
rapatied lo have crashed into

1o have capsized with people
in the waler near Pixie Park,
Columbia River. A Catamaran
capsizad in the river channel
with lvio peaple In: the water.
The Seappoose and Clark
County Fire boats responded
alang with Golumbla County
Shersiif Marine patrol. The
boat was up-righted and il
passengers accounted for.

Clatskanie, OR
{Columbia Co.)

Chief
(CIr. W, 2,750)

JUL 29 2016
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afong with Oregon Deparl. a Lree in the 400 block of 3, The US Coast Guard was
mest of Forestry crews lo a 8ih St., 81, Helens, A vebicle  advised.
| - - — -1

Lead: Awaiting school board approval

Continued from Page Al

shut off 1o the west side of the build-
ing, Yancey said.

The new fixtures were installed
and all sites that had elevated lead
levels were flushed with water for
five minutes and retested, Yancey
said. Flushing the water through the
systems and retesting the same site
allows erews to determine whether
lead is leaching into the water
through pipes or the fixtures.

But the second tests revealed that
the pipes in the schocl’s west wing
were the preblem, not the fixtures,

“A repair was done at some point
in the past and when that was done
they must have instalied a leac-
soldered pipe or head,” Yancey said.
“I'm sure when i{ was installed it
was a perfectly acceptable practice”

Yancey said instead of trying to
delermine which pipe or piece is
to blame, the district is opting to
replace the school’s entite systen:.

“We're going to just abandon
that plumbing system and put in a
new one, partially because it's also
an older school” Yancay said. “We're
going to start with that (west) wing
and redo the whole thing”

Although the west wing appears
to be the only part of the huilding
affected by the lead-soldered piping,
it makes more sense to recdo the en-
tire system &s ihe pipes are old and
testing cach individual piece would
be laborious, Yancey said.

Page Blementary School was hnilt
in 1953

The district hag hired Hydro-
Ten:p Mechanicat contractors of

Wiisonville to ¢complete the project,
Yancey said. Brothers Plumbing of
Loweli also subinitted a bid for the
project, which was siightly higher
than the Wilsonville company's.

“Since we're requiring that this
be done before kids are back in
school, it's a really short timeline,”
Yancey sald. “I think the reason lo-
cal people (organizations) couldn’s
do it is because it’s such a crazy
busy time for construction”

The $95,000 wiil be taken from
the district’s emergency fund, pend-
ing school board approval en Aug,
8, Yancey said. But the district isn’t
wailing until then to get the pro-
cess started,

“We want to get going as socit as
we can,” Yancey said. “It'{l probably
take until (Aug. B) to get everything
in order to start the project, but we
want it done as quickly as possible.”

In the meanlime, water has been
shut off to alt affected areas of the
schopl, and bottled water is being
made available to any staff members
who are at Page during the summer
weelks, Yancey said.

In testing hundreds of other
sinks, fountains and other water
sources at all district buildings, only
one elevated level of lead was found
anywhere other than Page Flemen-
taxy. That was a sink at the Brat-
tain Early Leayning Center, which
was found to hove an elevated lead
levei of 48 PPB. The sink, located
in the building’s kitchen, is rarely
used, Yancey said.

“Almost alt other sites came
back non-detectable” Yancey said.
“There’s no frace of lead at the ma-

jority of our schoois”

‘The districtwide testing, per-
formed by Analytical Laboratory
Group of Eugene, cost the district
about $3,900. .

A letter was sont home to all
district families Tuesday informing
them of the test resulis. An addi-
tional letter was sent (o Page fami-
lies to update them on the changes
that will be made to the school this
summier.

District spokeswoman Jen Mc-
Culley said the rvelatively few cases
of clevated lead levels is the result of
staff roatinely replacing old fixiures,

“It's just part of out regular main-
tenance,” McCulley said. “We've re-
place@ all fixtuyes in all classrooms
districtwide”

McCulley sald about 290 new
parts, including bubblers and sink
fixtures, had been ordered prior to
lead in drvinking water becoming
both a national and local issue.

The district is urging any con-
cerned families to talk with their
doctors about exposure te lead,
and said it has no way of know-
ing the degree to which students
may have been affected by contam-
inated water.

“For the most part, the reality
is that even though some cf these
(PPB numbers} sound ligh, the
iikelihood that studsots were ever
over-expused is very small) McCul-
ley said,

— T44-7
Follow Alisha on witter @alis-
haroemeling. Email alisha.roemel-
ing@registerguard.com.
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Lead found in

T44-7
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Medford Scheol District Facllities Masager Ron Havniear talks abeut pessible sources of th
Jackson elementary schools. MAIL TRIBUNE PHOTGS / DENISE BARAYTA

o
¢ lead that was found in drinking water at Ronsevelt and

Water shut off at Jackson, Roosevelt grade schools; McLoughlin also has lead issues

a Kids Unlimited

Lalo Tharra watches as Sara Lopez hands out bottles of water to children particip;
program Monday at Roosevelt Elementary School.

By Teresa Thomas
Mail Tribung

Drinking water has been
shut off to both fackson and
Roosevelt elementary schools
in Medford after tests showed
that the water in a majority of
the schoels' fixtures contain
lead that exceeded standards
set by the [1.5. Environmental
Protection Agency.

“The Medford School District
Teceived the test results Friday
evening for Jackson and Roo-
sevelt elernentary schools and
McLonghlin Middle School.
‘Theresults showed that 73 per-
cent of fixtures (36 cut of 49) at
Jackson, Bo percent of fixtures
{38 put of 47) at Rooseveit and
20 percent of fixtures {16 out of
£o) at MeLoughlin had elevated
lead Jevels,

‘Water was shut off to the 16

SEE LEAD, AS

v

LEAD

From Page &1

affected fixtures at MeLoughlin
Middle Schoal, which is being
used for summer scheol.

The district turned off
the water at both elemen-
tary schools and posted signs
throughout the schoels.

School officials also drew
additional samples at 21l three
schools for Neilson Research
Corp. to retest, sent out aletter
toparents and distributed water
hottles for Kids Unlimited stu-
dents and staff to use during
their summer camp programat
Roosevelt and Jackson.

The district completely
replaced the plumbing in
both elementary schools in
2009, and subsequent tests
— taken between 2011 and
2015 — showed no indication of
alevated lead levels, said Ron
Havniear, the distriet'sfacilities
and support services manager-

“These are the last (schools)
that we expected there tobe any
problems,” Havniear said, “It
just doesn’t make any sense to
see those elevated levels.”

The district contacted the
Medford Water Commission,
which will take samples at the
maters at Jackson and Rocsevelt
Wednesday or Thursday.

“The Water Commission is
testing at the meter to make
sure the water coming Into the
school is good at the source,

eliminating that as a possibil-
ity," Havniear gaid.

David Searcy, the Water
Commission’s conservation
coordinator, said the tests
will reveal whether the lead
is coming from the municipal
water supply or the building's
plumbing.

The meter sample, he added,
will have to be pulled after-
hours and after the water has
szt in the pipes for six hours.
MNeilson will expedite the tests
and should havethe results by
the end of the weel:, depending
onwhen the sample is taken.

If the incoming water supply
is eliminated as z source, the
distriet will look at its plumb-
ing to determine the source of
the lead — including backflow
devices, strainers and pressure
reducezs, Havniear said.

*We have to do our home-
work and make surewe get to
theroot canse,” he said. “We're
in a holding pattern until we
get the next round of samples
back.”

It the meantime, the district
is referring parents with con-
cerns to medical professionals,

. who can determine whether

blood tests are warranted,
\We Imow that there is no
safe level of lead,” said Dr.
Tim Shames, Jackson County's
healthofficer, “And the younger
youare, themoreimpacted you
are by lead exposure.”
Havniear said, however, that
according to the EPA, the 20

parts per billion or 0.02 action
level isn't 2 health-based
number oz indicator of lead
poisoning, but rather a trigger
for districts to respond.

Exposure to the toxic metal
can cause low IQ, hearing
impairment, learning and
behavioral problems and Kddney,
liver and brain damage in youth,
said Oregon Health Anthority
spokesinan Jonathan Modie.

Children can absorb Jead
either by swallowing it or
breathing in lead dust, which
is commen in houses and child
care facilities built before 1950
and in houses built before
1980 that are undergoing
renovations.

Lead is also present in some
art paint, antomotive shops,
ammurition and even some
ceramic glazes, Modie said.

A healthy diet, he zdded,
can help fight lead poisoning,
because foods high in calcium,
iren and vitamin G, in particu-
laz, help to reduce the amount
oflead the body absorbs.

Kids Unlimited will continne
to offer its summer carnps at
Roosevelt and Jackson elemen-
tary schools, said Executive
Director Tom Cele.

The district, hesaid, hasbeen
proactive in the way it handled
the issue by emailing parents
and providing a forr in English
and Spanish with information
about the problem and how it
is being addressed.

There were cases of bottled

veater at both schoals when staff
members arrived this moerning,
zswell as a phone number staff
could call if they needed more
water, Cole said.

“The minute theyfound there
was an jssue, they got behind
it,” he said,

“They problem-soived and
had a collective group of lead-
ership brainstorming over
the weekend. The whale pro~
cess showed a great deal of
integrity.”

‘This summer, the district
invested about $10,000 into
testing about 1,000 drink-
ing fountains and sinks nsed
at every non-charter scheol.
Bafore last Friday, the results
had enly revealed problems
with between two and four fix-
tures per school.

The district hassinceretested
and addressed those problems
either by replacing a fixture
or valve or adding a filter,
Havinear said.

The district is still waiting
for the results from South and
Worth Medford high schools,
Hedrick Middle Scheol and
Oak Grove Elementary School,
as well as the kitchen and La
Clinica health clinic medular
at Jackson Elementary.

744.7
Reach education reporter
Teresa Thomas at §41~
776-4497 or tthomas@
mailtribune.com. Follow
her at unnw.fwitter.com/
teresathomas_mt.
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Tests ﬁnd

high lead

levels
at Shasta

Water fixiures
will be replaced
af three sites at the
Bethel middle school

744.7

By ALISHA ROEMELING
The Register-Guard

Three sites at Shasta Mid-
die Schoo! showed elevated
levels of lead in the first
round eof results from com-
prehensive testing of drink-
ing water across the Bethel
School District, cificiafs said.

A total of 58 sites were

Portland, OR
{Multnomah Ca,)
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_ 7Screenings show possible high lead levels in 39 people

ByBethanyBarne;7¢y—77' T e

The Oregonian/Gregond,ive

Lead screenings for stu-
dents giid siaff at Portland
Public Schools indicate 39
people might have high ley-
els of the toxin in theirblood.

‘The district has been offer-
ing fiee screenings Follow-
ing 1evelations of high levels
of lead in water and paint.
Yousefl Awwad, the district’s
acting chief executive, sent a
message 1o the school board
Thursday summarizing the
latest results, some of which
are unofficial estimates,

On July 16 and 17, 147 stu-
dents and 216 employees
were screened, with nine
employees and five students
showing possible high lead
levels.

An observational tally
from screenings on fuly 23
and 24 indicated 219 people
had been screened, with 18

Other updates from

PPS memo

* Signs are being printed %o warn students and teachers
not to drink from sinks and showers “due to potential

conrtamination.

* Work on school kitchens is‘underway. with.”
recemmaendations pending and tests being done for Jead In

dishwashers,

* Aconstruction manager is halping to abate as much lead

as possible before the start of

schocl,

* Abatement has started at Alameda, Beach, Chief Joseph
and Applegate and will start soon at Sacajawea and Scott,
* Water dispensers will be available at avery school.

showing possible kigh lead
levels, The memo did not say
how many were studenisand
how many were employees.

And of 159 heme screen-
ings processed, seven
showed high lead levels,

‘The screenings are consid-
ered a first step in determin-
ing whether someone’s been
poisoned. The procedure is
what people think of as the

“classic finger poke” said
county spokeswoman Julie
Sutlivan-Springhetti.

Anyone whose results
indicate high lead levels is
ercouraged to gee a doctor
fora blood draw. And even if
further testing confirms high
levels, as the district’s memo
notes, that may not mean
schools are to blame,

A recent investigation

by the Multnomah County
Health Department found
two Portland schoolchildren
with high levels of lead in
their blood were poisoned at
home, not school.

Portland Public Schoois
spokeswoman Rosie Fiallo
said the district kad ne addi-
tional comment Friday.

In the past three years, 188
children out of 15,600 people
sczeened have been found to
havehighevels oflead in their
bleod, according ta the Mult-
nomah County Health Depart-
ment. None of those children
was poisoned by water,

Another screening is
scheduled for Saturday ang
Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at the Blanchard
Education Service Center at
501 N. Dixon $t., Portland,
OR 97227. Screening appoint-
ments can be booked online
atbit.ly/2ab3qt.

tested at the middle school. A
sink in Studio West, a small
auditorium al the school,
showed a level of lead in the
water at 36 paris per billion,
or PPB, on the first draw.

Another sink, in Room
37, reached 3¢ PPB after the
first draw.

And a drinking founiain
in the cafeleria showed a
slightiy elevated level at 21
PPB on the first draw.

The standard for accept-
able amounis of lead in
drinking water is 20 PPD.
Anything above that is con-
sidered elevated, according
to the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

‘Water at the three sites
was flushed to casure that
the contamination was a re-
suit of the fixtures rather
than the Interior plumb-
ing. Lead typically geis into
a drinking water supply by
leacling from lead solder
that was used to seal pipe
joints or from lead in older
metal waler lines.

Once the fixtures were de-
termined to be the problemn,
water was shut off to the sites
and replacement paris were
ordered, according to district
spokesman Pat MeGillivary.
Fixtures will be replaced as
s00n as the district receives
the new parts, he said.

Test results from Meadow
View Schoot zlso were re-
leased, which showed no
traceable levels of lead found
in any of the 119 sites tested
at the K-8 school, McGillivray

Lead in Oregon schools’ drinking water

A Springfield elementary schaol will Tests at Page Elementary showed
have its underground water system sinks and fountains in the west wing
replaced aftar sit classrooms were found  with lead ranging from 27 te 180 parts
ta have high levels of ead in their sinks per biltion. The federal standard for
and drinking fountalns. acceptable amounts of fead in drinking
2

waleris 15 parts per billion,

‘The school district’s chief operatians
officar, Brett Yancay, said the plumbing
project wili cost $95,000. .

— Associzled Press

—_—

Lead: Shasta parents notified by email

spend about $25,000 on comprehensive testing
their testing project. prior to scheol resuming
said. More test results are In the Bethe! district In  this fall. )
expected 1o be released by  west Iugene, Shasta fami- The state'§ plan is a
the district soon. lies were notified thrcugh  recommendation, not an
“Apparently, due te the an email from Prineipal order, and does nel in-
high number of seheols Brady Cottle on Tuesday clude any allocation of
‘testing their water this when the district received state fuads to help with ‘
suinmer, resulis have been  the resulis. Meadow View the cost of testing. The |
delayed longee than antic- Principal Erike Case s plan responds to a diree- |
ipated,” MeGiilivray said.  alse notifying that scheols  tive from Gov. Kate Brown 1
The distriet will spend  families about its water in April, and comes on
about $10,000 to com- testing resubts, McGilli- the heels of be]atet_i dis-
plete the testing, Both the  wray said. closures about lead in the
Bethet and Eugene school Earlier this summer, drinking water of some
districts have hired PBS the Oregon Department Portland public scheols.
LEngineering + Environ- of Educaticn aand Or-
mentat of Eugene to con-  egon Health Authaority - 744-F .
"Turn to LEAD, Page B3 duet their testing, Officials  announced a plan to en- Follow Alisha on Twit-
Rl in the Eugene School Dis- courage school districts ter @a!rth'aemegzng.
\/ teict said they expect lo  across the state to conduct Email alisha.roemeling@
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