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Mortheast Portland

actions before we can believe that it consid-

ers the safety of our children more import-

ant than its own image.

v

now those paople or the people overseeing

thern can reasonabiy keep their jobs.

its schools and pay its bills. It needs to make
major changes and take responsibility for its

already announced, PPS needs to create
along-term plan for ongoing water test-
ing, along witlh clear consequences if that
testing doesn’t happen. It should issue an
apology that's more substantial than the
mention of “regret” we've gotten 5o far,
It needs to figure out who made the deci-
sions leading to this debacle, [ dor't see
PPSrevedled this inforrmation on the after
ry  noonbefore a three-day weekend. Mayhe
that’s coincidental, but the timing feels dis-
honest and cowardly. It smacks of spin and
suggests they are trying to deflect instead of
communicate, PPS has a lot of work to do to
restore the trust of the families who attend

(May 28): I'm

very upset about the unfolding Portland
Public Schools lead scandal. 1 dor’t know

how much to attribute to incompetence

s

_ Aschool district’s primary responsibil-
ity is to ensure the safety of its students,
In addition to the remediation steps

Regarding “Information on lead-tainted

Lead in Portland school water
school water filters slowly,

piy. There’s no conceivahle excuse for what

way, PPS has lost my confidence in its abil-
has happened.

and how much to deliberate deceit. Either
ity to keep our children safe.

playground bruise, it can be expected to
prevent poisoning through the water sup-

While it can’t be expected to prevent eve,
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Failing
“the Test

PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS DID. -
NOT DISCLOSE EXTENSIVE LEAD -
TESTING FROM 2010 70 2012, - -

" BY RACHEL
MONAHAN

manshan@wwesk.com

Portland Public
Schools officials
- faited to disclose
test results that
showed unsafe
amounts of lead
in the water at
dozens of district
schdol buildings
from 2010 to 2012,

Tastweek, Portiand-
ers learned that the district found
elevated levels of Tead at two schools in
March, but failed o disclose this infor-
mation for neasly two months,

In the past few days, Wi¥has learned
and confirmed that PPS did extensive
tesis districtwide from 2010 to 2012 at 90 build-
insgs, finding elevated levels of lead in the water
at 47 of tham, including Jefferson and Cleveland
high schoals and Ainsworth Elementary Schoel.
In some cases, the levels were higher than these
found at Creston and Rose City Park, the elemen-
tary schools that were named last week.

This highly charged finding comes from a
printout WW received from a district database
of all water testing from 2001 through February
2015, The printout shows that 47 structures-—
schools, office buildirgs and others—tested for
levels of lead that are above the federat standard
af 15 parts per billion.

As extraordinary as these findings are, WV
could not find anyone at PPS who knesw the testing
took place, or the results, prior to learning of themn

. From W on Friday, May 27, Nor is it clear what, it
anything, was donein response to the test results,

Superintendent Carole Smith, who has led the
sthoot district since 2007, PPS chief operating offi-

" cer Tony Magliano; and five rnembets of the Scloo}
Board all told WY that the 2010-2012 tests were
news to them, Andy Fridley, the district’s environ-
mental director, declined toanswer questions.

On Friday, May 27, W1¥ ernailed the test results
to district officials at 3:47 pm. Officials did not
respond uatil Tuesday moraing.

But that evening, four hours after they
received the test resuits, the district abruptly
announced it was shutting off drinking water at

all PPS schools for the rest of the schoo! year and

providing bottled wates instead, At the time, local
media assumed it was just a precautionary mea-
. sure sterraing from the findings at Cresten and
Rose City Park, not because of test results show-
iny problems in other schools. ’
‘The district denies there was a connection.
. “No, it was a precautionary move,” says district
spokeswornian Christine Miles.

Smith, reached by phone early Tuesday, said ‘

3
she knéw nothing shou any Jead test resufts from
20106 2012, even though she was supermtendent
at the time. -

“Was1aware of it? No,” Ssmthsays.

“Now, Smith wants “a third-party investigation”
ﬂlatsil?saysshehupeswi]]identi.l'y“lapsesinjudg—

. ment, protocol and comnianication”

Gwen Sullivaa, president of tle Portland Asso-
“elation of Feachers, says teachers were nover told
D!' the results from 2010 to 2012.

. "1t’s shocking, and it's scary not
ﬂnly as a parent but because of all
- the teachers in the buildings all the

-time,” she tells WiV, .

: - School Board member Mike
¢ Rosen, whao, as former man-
ager for the Portland Burean
...-of Enyironnsental Services,

is familiar with water test-

-/ ing, reviewed the documents

provided to WV,

“It appears based on a pre-
liminary review of a portion
-of data fram as recently as
-+ five years ago, there may have
heen reason for the district to
' suspect that further investiga-
"tion of lead in deinking water
was needed,” Rosen says. “The

need for an objective, thor- '

ough, and speedy investiga-
tion is, as the superintendent
has said, urgent and a high
priority.”

School Board Chairmian

Tom Koehter, who also said

JO0IE SERCHEM

the results wete news to him, is also cafling fora -~
“thorough examination by an ouiside entity” of

how PPS handles lead testing.

"We don't know the answers to those questions,
and we want to know ther as soon as we can,” he.
says. “That's unacc.eptah!e, and we need to get to
the bottom of this”

The Oregonian first reported last week that
tests in March at Creston and Rose City Park
schools found levels oflead above the 1,8, Envi-

- roniental Protection Agency’s “action level” of

15 parts per billion,

PPS belatedly turned off the water and }mgan
preparations to replace fixtures and retest them.

On Friday, May 27, Smith acknowledged she
had failed to communicate this informatior: for
Ewo months,

Now, Smith must fﬂCE the charge that the
district learned of problems at many, many niore
scliools at least four years ago—even though offi-
cials are claiming in essence that while the testing
wasdone, noone uew it.

District COD Maglinnosays he is now revwwmg
the data i provided him,

“F don't have a specific answer at this tlme
Magliano says.

The newly uncovered results shuw elevated
lead levels at a namber of beildings, including
Keliy Elementary. On Jan, 16, 2012, abubbler in
the music rooia in a portable showed alevel of
174 parts per bitlion, At George Middle School,
Room 303 showed a reading of 100 ppb on
Maych 31, 2012,

Not of all the hm]dm,gs with high levels oflead
serve children. At one administrative building,

- called in documenits "the Rice 1 site,” the lead level

hit1,700 parts per billion,
In ¥int, Mich,, by comparison, 10 percent uft.hc
households had water at or abgve 27 ppb, il
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to open Inquiry

of staff, lead in water

ing, said she'll open & "pers_onnel
investigation” She also said she
learned of the results, from tests
conducted in March, last Wednes-

Smith

By Casey Parkis )
The Qregonian/OregonLive

Portland Fublic Schoo]s Super-

intendent Carole Smith said Fues-

day she’ll be “potentially putting
one or more” district empinye_es
on administrative leave as the dis-
trict exarpines its 1esponse to test

results showing lead in waterat two

schoals.

Smith, speaking to reporters

before a special school board meet-

Water

Coentintred from A1

munication?” she said out-
side Creston on Tuesday
afternoon. “That will give
me the information 1 need
to determine the actions that
need o be taken”

But Smith also acknowi-
edged that students at Cres-
ton, the site of Tuesday's
meeting, were allowed to
drink tainted water for eight
days, the titne between work-
ers getting results back and
when repaits were made, At
Rose City Park, she said, signs
were put upimmediately tell-
ing students and staff not to
drink the water,

Lead levels were double
the federal safety standard
in some readings. Testing at
a third school, Lewis, showed
1o lead.

Shortly after Smith spoke
to assembled mnedia, Willa-
mette Week reported uniden-
tified district officials had
done testing in the district
from 2010 to 2012 and found
fixhures in 47 buildings, some
of them not used as schools,
with lead ievels above the
federal level,

Some results showed ley-
els as high as 174 parts perbii-
Tion, the paper reported, The
federal safety level is 15 parts
per billion,

TheGregonian/Oregonlive
obtained a copy of the full
database Tuesday night. It
appears to show officials
tested select fixtures at var-
icus schools in 2010, 2011
and 2012, in addition to
systemwidetests in2001and
follow-up tests in 2002,

it's unclear how the district
fixed or repaired flixtures. it’s
also unclear why additicnal
tests were conducted. Par-
ents hadrequested the recent
testing at Rose City Park and
Creston.

Thedocument was created
inn 2015 by Portland’s cusrent
senior manager for health
and safety, Andy Fridley.
District officials agreed to let
Fridley talk with The Orego-
nian/Oregonlive about water

day.

repatred or closed off.

“Where did we have gaps in

either judgment, protocols or com-
See Waier, AS

By then [aucets and drinking
fountains at the two schaols, Cres-
ton and Rose City Park, had been

BETHNAKAMURA/STAFF

The district announced Friday that fountains and faucets in
all schools, including Creston Elementary, above, woutd be
blocked off and children given bottled water,

testing and maintenance on
Triday afterncon, but the
interview was pushed back
and never rescheduled.

Smith  didn't acknowl-
edge or discuss the database
when speaking with report-
ers Tuesday.

During the meeting ‘she
said her "assumption was
that protocols were followed
on each” finding. That could
have involved replacing a fil-
ter or other repairs without
alerting top administrators,

She also said she was open

“to reconsidering how infor-
mation about lead testing
und repairs is shared.

On Friday, amid parent
outery, Smith firstapologized

then anncunced that foun-

tains and faucets across the
district would be blocked off
and children would be given
bottled water.

She said she's planning o
hire outside investigators to
ook into “staff actions that
resultted inadelay of shutting
down the water and a failure
to repori that to the superin-
tendent and the community.”

Board member Steve Buel
drew huge applause when
he said Smith should play no
role in the investigation.

“This is poisening thou-
sands of children in the
school district” Buel said.
“We can't just flop this off
to the superintendent and
say investigate what’s taking
place” :

Sinith sajd she also plans
to work with Multnomah

County and Oregon Health
Authority experts and oth-
e1s on the district’s nules for
lead-filter replacements and
maintenance,

Smith pointed to the dis-
trict’s decision in March to
budget $450,000 for lead test-
ing this summeratall scionls,
what would amount to its
first systermwide testing since
2001, That decision, she said,
came in the wake of contro-
versy in Flint, Michigan. Buel
pushed back during the reet-
ing and asked Senith to start
those tests as 500n a3 possible.

“We'te acting like it’s two
schools with problems,;” he
said. “But potentially it’s
40 or 50, 1 think the parents
would want to know as Fast
as they could to get their chil-
dren tested.”

Seith said the district will
create a website so parents
can track lead levels *in real
time” as the tests are com-
pleted,

Bue} also asked district
maintenance officials about
lead filters, which the district
instailed in several schoolsin
2002, In 2 memo to Rose City
Fark school administirators,
Fridtey, Portland’s healih
and safety manage, said the
district has done no system-
atic testing of water guality
since then, “assusming” that
the filters were 100 percent
effective.

‘The distric’s chief operat-
ing officer, Tony Magliano,
leld Buel, “There were a lat
of discrepancies around fil-

ABOVE | Portland Fubfic Schools Supatintendent
Garole Smith speaks during a special school board
meeting Tuesday night at Creston Schoof, where
students were allowad to drink tainted water for eight
days before repairs were made, . ]
BEsIr.OW | Parents from across Portland testified during

the Tuesday meeting at Creston.

ter replacement” The filters
had ofiginally been changed
“in-house by our own plumb-
ers” But amid maintenance
staffing issues, the district
started contracting out,

"Can 1 say with absolutely
certainty that every single
Tilter is done? No,” Magliano
said. “But we have a process
in place to get the labor to do
it. It happens every year”

Parents and teachers said
filters at scheols including
Sunnyside Environmental
School have been clogged
for months. One mother
said her children have been
refilling bottles from a sink
at Sunnyside. She said the
sthool leaders told her kids
they had asked for the filters
tobe replaced to no avail.

Parents iraveled from
across the city to testifyat the
public meeting, Some asked
if the district would pay for
their kids’ medical bilis.
Others asked for guidance
in teliing their children that
they may be at risk. Several
echoed Buel’s concerns and
told Smith they dom’t trust
her ko carry out the investi-
gation.

Mike Southern, a Roseway
Heights parent, said the con-
troversytevealed 4 “failure of
leadership”

“Lead is running through
theblood of our kids,” South-
ern said. "School board, you
need to act. Carole Smith,
you need to o

Many parents applauded,

Tuesday’s meeting fol~
towed the first day of bottled
water being issuted at neatly
100 schoals.

A Beverly Cleary parent,
Paris Schaefer, said children
there were being told to limt
themseives to just one bot-
tle to “save resources” Other
parents testified kids at some
schools were given an abun-
dance of water, enough to
pour otitor throw atone ather
at Franklin High School.

Smith said she would call
arincipals Wednesday mora-
ing to remind them students
are supposed to receive two
bottles,

cparks@oregonian.com
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Lead in drinking

water a

leadership crisis as well

Superintendent Carole
Smith must show she can
hold her administrators
accountable for failings, or
be held accountable herself

wo months after test results showed

unsafe levels of dead in drinking

water at bwo schoals, Portland Pub-

lic Schools is finally responding with
the urgency that the crisis deserved long
ago. The district will offer blood lead level
screening for students attending the two
schools, Creston K-8 and Rose City Park,
provide bottled water for drinking and
cooking at alt its schools and investigate
why staff failed to shut off'the tainted water
at Creston or notify the public sooner.

But there’s another pressing task that
Superintendent Carole Smith should
address; making her case to the school
bourd and an angry public that she
deserves to keep her job,

‘That she didn’t even know about
the lead test 1esults until last Wednes-
day is both an explanation for her inac-
tion and an indictment of her leadership,

. Her response, once she
Editorial teamed ofthe lead lev-

els, is encouraging,. She

ordered water fountains in all the schools
to be shut down and directed staffto fing
bottled water for the rest of the schoc!
year. She has called for a personne] inves-
tigation to deterimine who in her adimin-
istration knew of the test results and why
it was handled so poosly. And she will
develop a plan on how best to continue

monitoring lead threais, she told The Ore-
gonian/OregonLive editorial board,

But her ignorance of the test results also
reflects a lack of institutional control, a
Tecurting problem in a district where admin-
istrators are rarely held accountabie for fail-
ing to meet students’ needs. Durng Smith’s
teniice as superintendent, the district has
shorted students in low-income schoals of
core classes, denied high school students
access to a fll schedule and failed to meet
state standards for providing services for
high-achieving students. Parents argue that
the only way to get the district to pay atten-
tion to studenis’ concerns is torelentlessly
pressure administrators or file a complaint
with state education: authorities. Is it any
surprise, then, that even basic health and
safety matters are handled so carelessly?

Much depends on what Smith says
and does in the coming days. She should
explain who made the incomprehensible
decision to allow stdents, teachiers and

During Smith’s tenure as
superintendent, the district has
shorted students in low-income
schools of core classes, denied
high school students access to a
fuli schedule ang failed to meet
state standards for providing
services for high-achieving
students, Parents argue that

the only way to get the district

te pay attention to students’
concerns is to relentlessly pressure
administrators or file a complaint
with state education authorities.
Isit any surprise, then, that even
basic health and safety matters are
handled so carelessly?

a districtwide test conducted in 2000 and
2001, And finally, she should explain why
statements to board members, the media
and the public have included so many
inaccuracies and misrepresentations,

For example, spokeswoman Christine
Miles initially told The Oregonian/Ore-
gonLive’s Betsy Hamrnond that the dis-
trict immediately shut off access to fixtures
with tainted water after fearning of the
test results. That was only true for Rose

staff to keep drinking the contaminated
water for several days after tests showed it
was uisafe. She should identify all those
who knew of the tainted water and who
determined the district’s course of action.
And she should show the public that she is
holding those people accauntable.

She should also explain why lead mon-
itoring has fallen off the district’s radar,
considering that a majority of schools were
shown to have lead in their water during

P e
RECH FEDRONCELLIZASSOCIATED PRESS

Tape covers a spout on a water fourtain in California atter several public water systems in
that state were found to have unsafe levels of lead, Portland Publlc Schools plans to test the
water at its own facllities atter tests showed two schools with unsafe lead lavels.

City Park, not Creston, an error due to
incomplete information, Miles said. PPS
employeesalso told Families and the school
beard that the lead results were found as
aresuli of “routine” testing. Also not true.
Those two schools were tested as a result
of requests by meenbers of those school
corumunities, There is no routine test-
ing, the district later clarified. And PPS
staff delayed, then ducked out entirely, of
an jnterview with Hammond Jast Friday,
These are not signs of a district that cares
about being transparent or honest with
familtes, Rather, they reflect a district try-
ing to cover up its own complacency.

Board chairman Tom Koehler said he
has faith in Smaitly's leadership and pledged
“full transparency” To that end, he should
direct Smith to help hasten the release
of internal emails in response to public
records requests, The investigation, he
said, will also help identify failures in pro-
cesses and procedures,

That’s a good step, but the board should
not ba eager to accept a fack of protocols
to excuse & lack of common sense, The
failure to cut ofF access to tainted water
smacks of basic incompetence and should
be treated as such.

Strith must show she can hold top
administrators accountable, If she canno,
the board needs to step in.

Accountability at the district begins with
ker,

— The Oregonian/OregonLive editorial board




 Lead found in two
- schools without
proper notice

By SHASTA KEARHS MOORE
The Tribune

Portland Public Schoels
. children will consume bot-
- tled water for the vest ol the
. schoel year, officials an-
' nounced late Friday evening.
That is in response to revela-
. tions that — after pressure
* frem parents — Portland Pub-
- Hic Schoots tested for lead inits.
water foucets and fixtures on
March 22 and found 14 out of 92
- of the fixtures at Creston K-8
© and Rose City Park schocls had
- unacceptable levels of lead.
‘The informatlon was Ffitst
* made public fo parenis by
Creston K-8 School Principal
. Conrad Hurdle on Wednesday,
¢ pearly two months later. A see-
; ond fest on April 22 confirmed
- elevated levels of lead.

“Portland Public Schools re-
greis not having notified fami-
Ties and slaff as soon as the

. tests indicated hat ¢here were
elevated levels of lend,” Smitk
wrole Friday afternoon in a
message to parents. “While
PPS staif worked quickly to re-
place all fixtures that Indicaied
elevated levels of lead, we did
nof turn off the water in those
farcets and drinking fountains
prior to them being replaced

“and we should have.”

Smith couid face sone polidi-
cal fatlowl from the lack of noti-
fication. As of press time, more
than 600 people had signed a
Change.org pelition asking for
her resignation or termination,
The district alse is hoping to
ask voters in November for an-

“other multimillion-dollar
school improvement bond.

The district planned to hold
a community meeting Tuesday
evening al Crestow school on
the issue.

In a Friday evening an-
nouncement, the dlstrict
seemed ta dramaticaliy ramp
upits response, saying it would
turn off afl drinking fountains
in the distrlet and affer bottled
water for the rest of the year
until 11 could test il the fix-
tures.

“We are taking these steps

. out of an abundance of raution
for our students, our teachers,
and our staff, as we work te de-
termine whether additional
scheols have elevated levels of
lead In the drinking water,”
Smrith said in a news release.

Students at bofls Creston and
Rose City Park will get on-site
tests to measure fead in their
bload, the district said.

Except for two science rocm
sitiks that wili now be used on-
1y for washing, ihe fixtures at
{kose schools have been re-
placed, and retestiag will occur
the week of June 8, Siwith said.

The rest of the fixtures in all
the schools will be tested over
the sumuner, the district saié.

Safe exposure leve] debatedl
Advacates for leag tesling
and abatement say the Tnvi-
rexmenial Pretectlon Agency's
“actlon lavel” of lead at 15 paris
per billion is a political compro-

AWaysville K-8

mise, and that any deteclable
lead can cause health prob-
lems, especially in young chil-
dren.

According to the Portland-
hased nalional nonprofit Lead
Safe Ameriea Foundatien,
symptoms of lead poisoning
can rapge from brain damage,
behaviorai diserders and atten-
tion-geficit disorder, among
.other developmental disabili-
ties.

"The 2016-17 PPS budget in-
cludes money for lead tesling
districlwide.

‘The prevalence of tead has
been a recent hot-buiten issue

_natienally since the discovery

of lead In"Tint, Michigan’s
‘dvinlking water and also locally
with the Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality's discovery
of airborie toxins, including
tead, near the Bullseye Glass
plant in Seutheast Poriland.

2001 round of testing

This is not the first time the
dislrict has found dungerousiy
higl levels of lead in its drink-
fng water.

In 2001, the distriet found 35
gut of 40 buildings tested had
fixtures leaking lead into its
drizking water — at fevels as
high ag 162 paris por bildon.

The district then went on a
campuign to replace fixtures —
partlewiarly hubbler-type
drinking fountaing — and
pipes. They installed Pentair
Pentek CFE-PB10 fifiers on any
replacement Exture £hat was
stiil shown to have more than

ottled water

15 parig per bitlon of lead.
Thosea filtiers will reduce — but
not clilvinate — lead particles
in at Jeast 2,000 gallons of wa-
ter. District officials said they
have beea replaced annually er
as needed by a contracter.

“It's now time for permanent

Portiand, OR

clanges,” thew-interinm super-
inlendent Jim Scherzinger said
on Aug. 17, 2001,

In & question-and-answer
segment on the district web-
site, it promised to cantinue
checking for load after repairs
were made.

{Multnomah Co.)
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{Gir. 2xW. 180,000}
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Distriet offictals have since
backlracked on earifer stale-
ments fast week thal they
reulinely test for lead. In-
stead, all [ilters were checked
the year after installation and
1 percent of these were found
to have [ailed. The following

yean, 10 percent of the filters
were lested and none were
gver the 15 parts per billion
level. Since then, the district
has done only spot tests as re-
quested.

shasta@portlandiribuse.com
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District reveals more schools with lead in water

By Betsy Hammond
The Oregonian/OregonLive

Pordand Superintendent Carole Smith
disclosed Wednesday that as many as five
additional Portland schools that showed
elevated levels of lead in drinking water
may also have drinking fountains or food
preparation sinks that were not fixed,

Asingle drinking fountain or sinkin each
of the schools — Jackson Middle $chool,
Applegate Head Start, Vernon School, Pen-
insula Elementary and Whitman Elemen-
tary — was found to be giving off tainted
water, Smith said.

The district has ne records saying those
problems were fixad, she said. All those
fountains and sinks were closed toall users

as of Tuesday and testing was launched
Wednesday, she said.

The Oregonian/OregonLive obtained
records late Wednesday showing lead test-
ing and remediation steps at school build-
ings since 2002, including tests this year at
Rose City Park and Creston.

The district's chief operating officer,
Tony Magliane, also shared that informa-

ton in amemo sent to scheol board mem-
bers Wednesday. The memo said fixes
conld have included replacing fixtures,
instzlling filters or posting signs telling
staffers and students not to use the fix-
fhires.

Cme of the fixtures without a record of
fixes, a bubbler in Vernon’s Room 202,
tested at 130 parts per billion of lead in

April 2012. The federal safety level is 15

parts per billicn.

A single drinking fountain at Franklin
High and Faubion School also had lead-
tainted water, but those schools were shut
down Jast summet. Their entire plumbing
systems are being replaced during full-scale

Lead

institute better practices

going forward.
All fourrtains and faucetsin
Continued from A1 ali scheols and district build-
ings will be tested this sum-
renovation or construction. rmer, Smith szid. A contractor
None of the results beyond has been hired and will begin
Vemoi’s showed higher than  work June &, the second-to-
28 parts per billion. last day of the school year,

It's also not clear whether  she said.

offidalsrecheckedleadlevels  The school board will hire
aftermaking improvementsat - an cutside ageney to inves-
otherschools. Thedocuments  tigate who knew about the
obtained Wednesday by The high lead results, who failed
Oregonian/Oregonlive show to inform the superinten-
virtually no “clearance test- dent and parents, and who
ing” for dozens of fixtures. failed to shut off access 1o
Smith and other Portland  water known to be tainted,

Public Schools leaders are
scrambling te regain pub-
lic trust after being forced to
acknowledge they knew that
young children were being

and why. Smith said she
acted as soon as she iearned
of the positive lead tests and
the distriet’s insufficient
response. Stnith also plans to

exposed to unsafe drinking  create a task force of experts
water but did not immedi- to decide what Portland Pub-
ately shut offall ainted foun-  lic Schaols should do about
tains and sinks and wereslow, water quality going forward.
or failed entirely, to notify Both Smith and the memmo
parents and employees. said data on lead testing had
Oregon Public Broadcast-  been shared with Willamette
ing reported emails showing  Weekin February 2015. Tt was
officials had discussed high  shared again with the school
lead levels at certain schocls board Tuesday. The paper
as farback as 2012, dido’t report the data unt)
Smith told hundreds gath- Tuesday, just beforean emer-
ered at a second community  gency board meeting.
meeting, thisoneatRose City ~ The Oregonian/CregonLive
Parkscheol, thatsheand out-  obtained its own copy of the
side experts will take stepsto  data Tuesday night., Accord-

uncover past problems and

ing to an analysis, Portland

See Lead, A3
Public Schools has tested for " ' e
lead in water at 87 schools i : s
since 2009 and found 51 with | Portland, OR
at least one drinking foun- ¢ he v
tain or faucet that emitted (Multnomah 0.},

water with Jead levels above
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s “action level”

The highest lead readings
— as high as 16 times the fed-
eral threshold — were found
at Jefferson High, Marshall
High, Kelly Elementary and
Vernon School, all in 2032,
Jefferson High and Grout Ele-
mentary bad the most tainted

water sources at 15 and 13,

respectively.

Some of the district’s
youngest students were
affected, with high levels
found in drinking fountains
at the Ramona and Sacajawea
Head Start locations.

The testing data provided
o Willamette Week did not
include information abour
Tepair or mitgaton efforts,
Magliano wrote,

“In order to verify that
the remediation data in the
database is correct,” he said,
“we are currently physically
inventorying huildings in the
locations that the data indi-
cates had elevated levels of
lead?

.
betsyhummond@
oregonian.com

The Cregonian
{Circ. D. 247,833)
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to test schools for lead
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|y a quarter of the flagged sys-

A Statesman Journal analysis in

king water during the past four

tems were schools and day care centers
on private wells.

under increased scrutiny in light of the
March found that 46 public water sys-

public heaith disaster in Fiint, Michigan,
where a series of cost-cutting measures
and mistalces cansed the lead poisoning
of an entire community.

tems Oregon, including Portland's, have
exceeded regulatory limits for lead in

See WATER, Page 4A

Water

Continued from Fage 14

complete before the
2{(16-17 school year.
The district has not
yet hired a contractor
or developed a cost es-

and 2012 had elevatedlev-  timate.
els of lead. “We know it will be
“Even withthe city wa- thousands and thou-

ter being good, it’s possi-
ble for you to have is-
sues,” Remy said,

Testing will take place
over the summer, Remy
said. It will begin with
schools with older plumb-
ing, which are more likely
to have lead pipes or fit-

sands of dollars. Prob-
ably hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars,” Re-
my said.

This will be the first
time the Salem-Keizer
School District has sys-
tematically tested
scheol taps for lead.

Schools on municipal water, however,
dow’t fall under federal lead-testing re-

s not a new problem, but has come
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precaution, district spokesman Jay Re-

tings. Remediation will be Over the past 10

~-years, the district has
. tested the water at 17
schools for a rangs of
contaminants in re-
| Sponse 1o complaints
about color or taste,
Remy said. None of
those tests showed
! highlead levels,

The districtregular-
-ly tests the water at
four country schools
! on wells, One of those,

: Valley Inquiry Charter
School, has struggled
. with high lead and cop-
| ber levels. Students
| and staff there have
' been drinking bottied
water for more than a
year.

And, last week, dis-
trict officials found a
report of lead testing
done at 29 schoois in
2001, Remy said. It
showed high lead lev-
els at Salem Heights

" Elereentary School. Of-
ficigls can't find any
records of remediation

, done there, although

| some plumbing was re-

placed in 2012,

The district already

. has tested taps at the

* school and is awaiting

| results, Remy said. Tt's

rroviding bottled wa-

i ter in the meantime.

744-7
tloew@statesman
Joumnal.com, 503-399-
8779 or follow at Twit

" tercomvTracy_Loew




*schoo disticts

- testing for lead -
-In water system
R r e
 Concerns about lead discovery
- int Portland schools prompt

precautions in local schools

By TERESA CARSON
“niie Quttaok =

** With Portland Public Schools in hot wa-
ter over their handling of elevated Ievels
of lead in school water, some schoof dis-
triets in East Multnomah County are hay-
ing their water checked too.

- Gresham-Barlow and Reynolds school dig-

+ trield are about to test the water available in
their schools, and recent tests found the wa:
ter safe at the: e -
scheots inthe Cen: 0 == - st
tennial S‘chuul nis- [FYOU'RE -

Cetriek o b

“In Hgtht of con- I M

© cemns rajsedinoth. x 0o
. . . .. Concemed about your .
er school districts . child's possible exposure

tin Oregon, the "

(resham-Barlow.- - -

School District is
.vohumtarily testing , )
S leadin the
drinking water in
* - all of the distriet’s

schools,” said Athe- -
“§ threughout the year,

" na Vadnais, diree-

‘to fead polsoning? -
' Discuss your lssues with-
“your docterand they can
.test your child's blood for
possible problems.
Multnomah County has
-Tnultiple lead testing
“tliniies for.children under;

or of communica- | Visit bitly/TKLzsQ for a:

- tions, in a state- - Schedufe.To find out |
ment. " . more about lead paison-'

. ‘ing, call the county's
arggﬁﬁgﬁﬂ: tsl?gl © I&%%:gine at 5?3{93,3-‘6@ :
or email leadlin

removal of PPS Su- frulice.us, .
perintendent Car-

ole Smith because ;
of recent disclosures that the district tested
water at 47 schools In 2010 and 202 and =~ |
found elevated lead levels, but did not ineme.
diately inforin parents or shut off the faucets
and drinking fountains.;, ' :
. Smith said one or more administrators
* -tould be put on leave during an Investigation
" +into why she didn't know until very recently
‘about the lead test results this spring and the
- actions taken to veplace water fixtures at two
-schools, Creston and Rose City Park Elemen-
fary. ’

Lead poisoning can cause neurological
problems and lemning delays in children. It
call canse brain darmage, lower intelligence,
hehavior and learning problems and hyperac-
tivity. In severe cases, children can be left
with Bnpaired speech and language, slowed
growih, kidney and liver damage and hearing
damage, according to the Oregon Health Au-
thority,

Except in severe cases, there are rarely no-
ticeable symptoms. People with lead polson-
ing often look and act healthy or the symp-
toms can be confused with common ailments
sueh as the Au. Clidldren might seem tired or
be hyperactive and have a short attention
span. They could be eranky or have a poor ap-
petite, the OHA said. They might have weight
loss, sleep problems, censtipation or stomach
problems. .

Despite the eancern over lead in water, ex-
posure to dust from lead paint is the mest
cominon way people come infcontact with

e e e

tion and guidance from the
Environmental Protection
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pipe
convenient water - for lead,” said Carol Fensterm-

from three protected water
sources to more than 190,

Gresham c¢itizens,”

cade, but no problems were
Vot
s

detected at the last tes
Bruce Battle, director'of m:

The college’s pipes were
lined around 1999 or 2000, §

were below the EPA standards
- In addition, each Centennial®
school has a filtered water

ty engagement coordinator.

- acher, Centennial’s communi-

,000
the city
releaged

The city’s “230 miles of

deliver safe,

i1
rl

keti:ug.'_/?

said in 2 statement
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By Brad Schmldt .
The Oregonian/OregonLive

drinkingwater,  ___

occurred in years —if atall,

(Multncémahco.).: o

Schools

scramble
to test
for lead

Across 16 Portland-area school districts educat-
ing nearly 225,600 students, only one cunﬁrmgd
Thursday that it systematically tests lead levels in

For most schoo! districts, spot testing hasn’t

Now, Portland’s unfolding public-relations crisis
over newly disclosed lead levels is pushing many
other districts ta premise sweeping lead testing this
summer. The push follows efforts naliona!ly tcbet-
ter track lead in the wake of excessively high levels
found last year throughout Flint, Mickigan. .

From Hillsboro to Oregon City to Reynolds in
Troutdale, district officials said this week theywould
conduct testing toconfirm Jocal schools provide safe
drinking water. Ifhigh lead levels are found, officials
say, they'il make necessary improvements, though

some districts are worried growing demand could

cause testing delays.

“Iin light of what's happening ... we are moving
ahead with having all of ur buildings Lested as scon
as possibie, just as a precaution,” said Ccmm‘e Ppt-
ter, chieF of staff for the Forest Grove School District,
which hasn’t conducted testing since 2009,

The scale of testing will vary by district, with some
planning to check every faucet and fountain and oth-

Seel.eﬂd,li?l

Lead
ﬁm from Al

ers expecting more modest
sampling.

Lake Oswego was among
the fst to act, collecting
water samples Thursday
merening from at least two
sinks and two water foun-
tains in each of the district’s
10 schools. OFficials had
good reason to act.

“We cannot find any
records for past testing)”
spokeswoinan Nancy Duin
said,

Testing plans

‘Though no amount oflead
is considered safe, foderal
drnking-water standards set
an “action level” of 15 paris

per billign. in Portland Pub-

Yic Schools, water samples
from more than 56 schools
tested above that level
according to spot checks in
recent years. But officials
didn’t immediately disclose
the findingsand have noevi-
dence they made fixes in at
least seven schools,

Portland — Oregon's farg-
est district, with more than
48,000 students —~ is now
promising systemwide test-
ing this surmmer for the fist
time since 2001,

So is Beaverton Schaol
Disteiet.

Last week, just days
before Portland’s firestorm
erupled, Beaverton school
officials disclosed two high
tests from Highland Park
Middle School. Ja response,
the district provided botled
water and shut off drinking
fountains, but officials said
they couldn’t move forward
on a $1.5 million re-piping
project until 2017.

Late Friday, officials said
they had decided to shut
down all drinking foun-
taing in five of its elemen-
tary schocls as a precaution
because they have old water
systems. They will provide
bottled water at Elmonica,
Errol Hassell, Greenway,
Hazeldale and Rock Creek.

The district announced
Thursday it would move to
testevery school, something
that apparently has never
happened, spokeswoman
Maureen Wheeler said,

"To my kaowledge, it’s
been kind of a case-by-case
basis,” she said, “There’s ng
systemwide testing that’s
been done

District officials said they
don’t expect drinking water
in the five schools shut
down Friday will test posi-
tive for lead this month, But
they said those five schools
have water systems that
were installed before 1986,
when the 1S, banned use
of lead-containing solder
and fixtures that can leach
lead into drinking water, so
they carrt say for sure the
drinking water is safo, It is
unciear how gistrict offi-

cials ruled out similar risks
atother districtschoals built
before 1986,

Testing was authorized
May 13 and a contract, esti-
mated at $150,000, shouid
be in place by Friday, she
said, Beaverton is the state’s
third-largest district, with
nearly 41,000 students
across 51 schools,

“And we’te talking about
every drirking fountain and
fanicet,” Wheeler said of the
testing.

Districts respond
Likewise, the North

Clackamas School Distrct

aisp promised sweeping 1est-
ing. Officials en Thursday
could find norecords of past
analysis since 2002, when
no tests exceeded 15 parts
per billion, spokesman Joe
Krumim said.

"We'te going to test again,
go through everything
again,” Krumm said, Asked
why thedistrict would do so,
he said: “In response to the
issue getting raised ”

Other districts have com-
pleted more recent rounds
oftesting but haven't always
followed up,

Hiflshoro last did testing
in 2010 and found no water
with levels above 15 parts
per billion, spokeswoman
Beth Graser said. The dis-
trict, which has enrollrrent
of nearly 21,000, will retest
schoels this summer,

At David Douglas, testing
in 2013 found high lead lev-
els in 11 buildings, accord-
ing to information provided
by the gistrict Thuzsday.
Officials shut off water and
provided bottled water,
fater re-piping some of the
impacted facilities.

But now, three years tater,
the district still provides
bottled water at Gilbert
Park Elementary Schaol and
North Powallhurst School,
which s used as a childcare
facility.

Officials said they've
dorne some testing over the
Pasttwo years but the scope
wasn't immediately avail-
able,

“Our intent is to continue
a testing program pgoing
forward,” spokesman Dan
McCue said. “Whal that
loaks fike — do we do every
school every year or some
kind of rotating basis — 1
don't know

On _Fri i i

Eriday, Jesuit High
School officials said they Jast

tested forlead in Marcli 2024
and did not find high tevels.
The private school, which
has enrollment of about
1,300, said in a statement
that it will continue "regu-
lar” testing,

Officials for Reynolds and
Oregon City said Thursday
they haven't conducted dis-
trictwide testing before but
plan to this summer,

“Thisis new toalot ofus;
said Michael Clark, an Ore-
gon City spokesman.

Separately, officials for

Gresham-Barlow and Glad-
stone could offer no details
‘Thursday about past testing,
saying they’d need to review
records.

But Gresham-Barlow is
cusrently conducting lead
testing in all district schools,
with Tesults expected next
week, spokeswoman Ath-
ena Vadnais said in an email,
Gladstone hopes to test its
four schools as scon as pos-
sible

“fhe waiting list just got
langer,” spokeswoman Les-
lie Rebinette said, noting the
growing interest in testing
across the region,

Parkzose issued a state-
ment Friday saying it hasn't
had past problems but will
conduct tests. West-Lina
Wilsonville said in a state-
ment Friday that it hasn't
performedtesting in the past
but will begin this summer.

Only Tigard-Tualatin

Among large districts
in the Portland area, only
Tigard-Tualatin performs
annual testing,

Officials began review-
ing water at James Tem-
pleton Elementary in 2010
prompted by complaints
about quality. When tests
from 2013 came back show-
ing high lead levels, officials
decided to test each dis-
trict school built through

1985, when Jead solder was-

banned from plumbing,
‘That meant checking water
from as tnany as 27 rooms in
a given school.

Since then, officials have
tested one or two rooms at
exch school each year, The
district adopted the random
sampling program to help
reassure students, parents
and staff that officials were
comimilied to testing.

“We wanted to foliowup,”
spokeswoman Susan Stark
Haydon said, “and do what
we needed to do to make
sure the water was safe”

The Centennial School
District deese’t do regular
testing. Officials checked
schools in 2610 and more
recently completed test-
ing in March, thaoks to the
foresight of Rick Larson, the
district's director of business
and operations.

Larson said he read the
national news about Flint,
Michigan, and tests involy-
ing some Salem-Keizer
facilities with high Jead lev-
els. He saw the writing on
the wall,

Scheol employees taok
two samples from each: ele-
Inentary school ane four
from each secondary schoot,
Testing, which cost 750,
uncovered no problems.

"1 figured it was going to
becomea crisisin 20167 said
Larsan, whonext month wilt
celebrate his 21st anniver-
sary with Centennial, "And
loand behold, itis>

.
bschmidi@oregonian.com
503-204-7628
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- City didn’t ,

-7
warn of lead

at arts center

By Brad Schmidt
‘the Oregonian/OregonLive

Portland officials detected high lead levels in the
drinking water of a city park building in 2011, 2012
and 2013 but took few steps to make the water safe
until last week, officials annottnced Sunday.

The disclosure follows an inquiry from The Ore-
gonian/OregonLive on Friday, when a parks spakes-
man said the city didn’t systematically test lead

levels at park facilites,

Sunday’s disclosure revealed
that testing of the Multnomah
Arts Centerin Southwest Portland
found high lead levels in 11 water
samples collected froma kitchen,
a classroom and drinking foun-
tains. The center offers art classes
and preschool for children,

It's the latest acknowledgment
that government officials have
known about high lead levels
in pudlic buildings but haven't
notified residents or been able to
document necessary fixes, The
city of Portland's disclosure fol-
lows a growing public-relations
crisis involving Portland Pub-
fic Schoals, where officials have
failed to show they acted on high

lead tests at severat schools,

Testing

of the
Multriomah
Arts
Centerin
Southwest
Portland
found high
lead levels
in 11 water
samples
collected.

In an email Saturday, Superintendent Garole
Smith expressed regret school district leaders failed
to immediately notify students, parents and staff
when testing at schaols across the district detected

See Lead, A6

v

Corttinued from A1

lead levels exceeding the
federal standard of 15 parts
per billion. “1 specifically
want to take responsibility
for the delay in notification
to those directly affected by
the situation,” she wrote.
“This gap in information and
comimunications regarding
health and safety cannot hap-
pen again, and [ am woiking
to ensure that it won't”

Five rounds of testing at
the Multnomah Arts Center
took place between Febru-
ary 2011 and June 2013 —with
high lead levels found each
time. Officials said Sunday
they tock “some corrective
actions” for sinks in2013, But
Mark Ross, a Portland Parks
& Recreation spokesman,
would not provide details.

According to a city
announcement, Portland
Parks & Recreation “leader-
ship” didn'tlearn about those
past high test results until
“late™ Friday, Yet parks offi-
clals also said they instafled
or replaced filters Tuesday
three days before that, Ross
couldn’t explain the gap,

Portland Commissioner
Amanda Fritz has overseen
Portland Parks & Recreation
since June 2013, and Mike
Abbate has been director
since October 2011, i

Commissioner Nick Fish
oversaw the bureau in zo11
and 2012, when that testing
occitrred. The Environumen-
tal Protection Agency sets
an “action level” of 15 parts
pet billion for lead in drink-
ing water. But water from a
drinking fountain at the clty-
owned facility in Southwest
Portland collected June 19,
2013, tested as high as 62.5
parts per billion,

Cther high levels fromzo11
to 2013 ranged from 17 to 58
parts per billion. Until new
testing is complete, Portland
officials said they've shut off
fountains and placed signs in
front of faucets warning not
to drink the water. Bottled
water will be provided in the
building at 7688 S.W. Capitol
Highway. Portland officials
say they’ll also test two other
Southwest locations: the
Portland Children’s Museum
and the Fulton Park Commu-
nity Center.

Although park officials say
they think the likelihood of
exposureat each site is “very
low,” they’ll flush water
eyery morning until testing
can be completed, City offi-
clals Sunday did not propose
checking lead levels at other
parks facilities, saying they'll
determine if such testing is
needed. :

Poitland water’s relatively
low pHlevels make it suscep-
tible to leaching lead from
piumbing,

bschmidi@cregonian.com

503-294-7628
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during a Wednesday meeung ak Ruae Bity Parly

'PPS WORKERS
- PUT ON LEAVE

By SHASTA KEARNS MOCRE -
The 'P:_-Ibune R : e

The Periiand Public Scheols board
hus hired Stoll Berne to investigate the
. rict’s systemic respunse 1o lead-and -
= Will'iilso complete a pe;

E

“Tomy: Magliani and Andy
* Pridley, senior manager fo

. health and safety, witibeon -
pafd administrative leave .- -
during the munih.lnng Enve& :
tigation. e tokn d
- "YWeneedto oW —and -
the public deserves to know © - MAEI.MH[I‘
~what happened and how :. somusmrmomman
the acourate tnformation~:- N PAGE2 -
about the health and safely . g yion jevers
of otir 50015 was not Ime- " of radop gas
diately available leading (o . discovered in
legitimate concerns ahoul. -
lead in our waler,” said beard “schaals.
chair Tom Koehlerina- -~ N Carolz
‘hursday evening newere-  Smiths
Tease."We need tokmow if Ieajds:jrs;hlp
wo have the right protocols | "‘I’j;ﬁug“;m’
tn place and where weneed . : by o :
o make improvemetits, \We,
also need fo know ifthe
are personned issues that

. gylted in this delay. of Information

Inplace lo respond ko Jead i isstes, haw it man
aged information ahout those Issues and -
iwhat gperations or employees night have
been inadeqiiate;

“The board and Tknow that niistakes were
made, andl I encourage this investigation into
ol sysiems and 1jmtucols as well as a relaled
personnel review,” said Superintendent Car-
cle Smith in the news releasa, " also ook for:
Award to p swift conelusion and recommenda-’ |
tions from the investigation to provide an
dependent assessmentof where we can im:
prove clr internal systems and comumunléa-
tions in the future onbehalf of owr sfudent
and staff”

frool,

Sy

TRIBUHE PHOTD: JOHATHAN BOUSE
Portland Fubliz Sckagls taacher and parent Mully 8Ims angrily nunﬁ'nnls anhnn! urﬁc[ala ahmit why thny didn't mtliy lha publc of fead 1esting eartiar this year,

" After urging from paf-

ed Jead tests at thres
schools this spring.
fourleen fixtures at
Creston and Rose City

+ Park schools were found

to have lead above the

. district's 15 parts per bil-

tien benchmark. Most of
them were feplaced, with

-but ¢id not teli the puhhc

about the lead findings :

until Fiday, May 27.The -

fixtures at Creslon were

-lso left open Tar use for |
-eight days after the tests -,

confirmed elevaled lead
lavals.’ .

Carote Smith says shi

-is facused on remedying
this orisls and gelllng to
the battom. of wh :

“We am committed to

understanding exactly
kow this happened and

'holdlng folks account

, able;’ says board :
ChalrmanTorn Kuehler

{See page 2 for more
T on Uiis subject}

‘| i 2003,

'ems the district condust-
. | additional lead testing had

° plaint with the district .
:t Thursday, June 2. Dunngthe

“1'Hdney issues have unex--,
become

"Dn Fnrﬂm’n! :
' schools regnlar[y
=t for Iand? :

Fhe last urna Poruand .
Fublic Schools conduct-
ed systermwice tesis for -
lead was in 2001,
Fallow up testson -
repiaced fixtures came In |
2002, then a samphng

) -'A document surfaced -
last week suggesting that

heen done s 2010 and
2012, Distict officials say
hey have documentation
1hat Lhey did seme sort of
wmediation alter [pad was
found in 140 fidures. But
five fidurms — & food prop.
sink at Perinsula .=

. Hlementary School and
fountalng alAppiegate .
Flementary Schoal, =
Jackson Middle School,
“Vemon Elemenlary Schook
and Whitman Elementary
School — have yet i be:
Ted B

in April, Gov, Kate
Brown called for the
Dregen Health Authotiy”
1o leok Jnto statewide
school lead fssues that
“couid iead 1o a require-,
_ment to test-for lead, -

Dld PPS

'pa;enl ofa Qwar-u»!d Thia )

“Harpex, filed a forral

fast seven months, the gds:
crifical,

h sighfi-
camn‘skfor(a) chikd)' he
S, bmcamtadds'lm .

. nntmllingtnsa,'memsnu -

Lead tests B Gondod-
ed on water (hat has been
{aft sifting ovemnight. Duding .
adaynfuse,uemlsara

& -sowhntu
| do abeut K7

| 155U at pps.net...

1 contingency funds to: "+
-| by the start of schaol, :

) .| the creation of a Heatlhy

‘| Heaith Depariment, the
. :| Dregon Health Autharlty, °

i What happem Ifa-

‘vaus system, according
ta the Mayu Clinte. The
<1 [ead fills in calcium -

| brain damage, fearmning - -
‘difficuilies, behavioral

PPS golng to -

Supeariniendent Smitk
laid Gut her plan dung ©

.community meetings last:
week and the distdct has
setup & wehpage ort th!s

The district had
already budgeted
$450,000 to conduct .

“water quality testing’
and resulling renovations
diing this summer.
Smith also says that the
city of Porfland's Water
Bureau has agreed to.an
In-kind donation of -
$100,000 of water anal-
ysls, The supersintendent
i5 also wiling to dip inta-

ensure the vor is done .-
Smith also announced
Water Task Force, which

will reervit members from
Moilnomah County

ervimnmental groups
.and water qualrly engl
neers.. "’

| from-pipes Installed -

kid is polsonad?

If a chitd Ingasts evan
a small amount of lead, -
it can cause permanent ©
and fmeversible damage
1o their braln and nes- -

rcoplors and slunts
development, leadingto -,

and qﬂantlon:pmblem

| old toys, appliances, bs
.| or sinks, Cabot telis ©..*
- | ‘Dregon Public

Who knew . ..
what whan?

That is the question
evenyone is asking them-
selves, Supenntendent
Carole Smith says she
wasn't aware of this
yzar's lead testing nor
resulis untlf Wednesday,
May 25. Once she had
that Information, she
says she “acted immedi-

“ately™ ta shut off water -
supplies and come up

.| with a plan to offer bot-

tied water, That was on
the evemng of Fnday,
May 27.

between top afficials
-from 2012 that shaw the
beginnings of & sam-
palgn to pir sticksrs on

but that ptan never

s maleria_lized‘

Whero does the -
foad coma from? .
 Lead In'water coines

:before the 1986 Safe
Drinking Water Act. Public
utititias, including the -
Portland Water 8ureau, '
‘dug up and replaged
eaded. pipes or leade
‘solder in the 1980s, So,

the interior plumblng of
‘buitdings but ot jn |he
"| mainlines.. :

o Lead js more com- ;.
manly found.in palnt
“from before 1378 and

Broadeasting that of the
188 gases of lead poi-

gated In the last three
years; the overwhelming
majority came from lead
paint dost or chips. -

a crawling Infant s an

Jead can still ba founéin |

‘soning the county vesti-

' wauld be'especlally
worried if | had a baby or: ;.

ojder home;” Cabot says. - -
[ B, YR

. Ernawls have surfaced : ‘

.| faucets with lead Issues, -




“Kadon !
found in -
Portland
schuols

: Rooms in six PPS
- buildings test high
‘;%far radioactive gas

ATEITIT I LRI AL AN AN TS

Ll .
*By SHASTA KEARNS MOORE _

iTiie Tribune .

i Par ents ofPurﬂand

Public Schools children
4 ‘ave snmething else to
: +worry aboul this week:
;-R'ldon gas,

# Comiug in the midst of re- -

¥ ports of elevated lead levels

£In PPS water fixtures, the

[t distriet arnounced “late -

> Wc(lnesday that tests alse

: have discovered high levels '

+ of {he radicactive, cancer-
* causing gas in nine rooms of
» six schools. Those schools
« are: Meek, Beaumont, Whit-
% 'man, Roscway Heights, Lent
¥ and Marysville.
The Environmental Pro-
. teciion Agency recommends
otesting those reoms dur-
ng colider nsonths, but a dis-
ci official says ihey want
o refest immediately fo be
- jsure of safely.

71 An additional 131 reomns
+ "in PPS buildings were found
-, lo liave a lower level (be-
Z 'tween four and 10 picocu-
: rles per liter) of radon, at
Thyhick the EPA says the

> "ruoms should be monitorad
- ‘and retested.

. Facilities and Asset Man-
T agement Senior Manager
+ David Hobbs sent a message
I to the schoul board that
¢ such testing had nof been
= done sinee 2001,

. Thedeparimeni conlraci-
1 ed with a firm fo do the test-
« ing in March of 1hig year

+ - Should the radon need re-
: mediation, Hobbs said the
« district would likely under-

(2]

> take similar efforts te these .

7 in 2008 — such as ereating
i yentilation’ systems to pre-
T went Fadon from leaking in

L fiom.the soil. .

" PPS lested 26 buildings

T durhig this lafest round. It
T was ib response (o new leg-
« islation thaf mandates ra-
* don tests by 2021,

There.are no federal or
« slale requirements to test
- for lead in schools. However,
.+ (ov, Kate Briown directed
- the Orcgon Health Authori-
= ty in April to study what
schools around the state are
doing about lead and what
they need in ordey to do
move.

EEERETEE]

- Portland, OR -
- (Multnomah Co.)_.
“Tribune -

TRIGUHE PHOTOS; JGHRTHAK HOUSE

Portiand Public Schools superintendent Carale Smith defends the district’s handling of the prasence of Jead in their water supp!y during a Wednesday ovening meating at Rose Gity
“Park Schael. Tha evunlng's moderatar; stata Sen, Michael ﬂambmw, is alsp pzctured

PPS chief defends gob to angry parents

“Right now, what I'a focused on
is the safely of our kids,” she
said, noting the successes the
district has had under ker eight-

Meeting gets heated
as crowd demanls

answers from Smith

By SHASTA KEARNS MRORE
The Tribune

Superintendent Carole
Smith faced heated ques-
tions about why she showdd
be allowed {0 keep her job

"8 parents, teachersand

dommtnlly mermbers

packed a gym at Rose City. . .

Park Scliool {for a Wednes-
day evening meeting on the

year leadership, frem a boost in
graduation rates to passage of 2
bund measwre. “Are there many
things that I still feel like we
need to take care of as a district?
Absolutely.”

‘Ihis difh not seem te modlify
commenters who condinued to
as¥ her to step down, with loud
applause from the audience.

Smith says past hudgets, dw-
ing ke economic downturn,
have prioritized educational
needs — like teachers.

Board Chairman Tom
Koehler responded measuredly
torequesis to texminate Smith's
employmenl, saying that while
she has Iis support, the board is
lvoking for # third party investi-
nks that  gation'on proceduge, judgment
and communication over lead in
ihe schools' water supply.

dlstriet's revelatlons of lead
in ils drinking water. )

‘Fenston reached its zenith as
state Sen. Michael Dembrow, D-
Portland, whe moderated the
June 1 event, squared off with
public access TV tatk show host  Bruce Broussard repeatadly asks Portland Public Schools Superintendent Carole Smith if sh
and erstwhite mayoral candi- she deserves to keep har job during a towshaf to addross recent findings of lead in various district
date Bruce Broussard. buitdings* water supples.

‘Wil you please respend tous “We are comunitted to under-
now as (o why you feel you Smithinastufiy room filled wilh Dembrow said, slanding ag a The tension broke when standing exactly how this Liap-

should stH] be gualified to keep  more than a inmdred people. sort of shicid belween the twoof  Smith gol up to {ake the micre-  pened and holding felks ac-
that job?” Broussard asked “T'hat's not why we are hera,”  them. phane and answer the guestion. couulahle,; hie 31& ! L
. . . g L L}‘




I
s

testing
fe lev-

¢ Stb= 119V
Turn to LEAD, Page

The elevated levels at two
drinking fountains at Sheldon,
However, facilities workers

Jwater sources after spring break

in March, Delf said,
and at rarely used sinks at Ken-

nedy and the Education Cen-
tex, were discovered by facilities
staff in April follewing testing
in late March, Deil sajd. Staff
employees made the necessary
repairs, and subsequent

found water to be at sal

L
els, she said.

Flushing out water sources
will be done at all district
schools every morning before

In the wake of national con-
cerns about Jead in schoed build-
ings' water systems — from

Equipment zllowing for the
use, Delf added.

filtering of walter at those sites

tled water at those four school
huildings beginning ¢n Tuesday,

Deelf said.
also wikl be made available,

she said.
Tlint, Mich., to Portland — the
Eugene district began testing

d,
in-

ded at three Eugene schools

find, fixlead

Even though plumbing fix-

An elevated level also was
found Monday at Roosevelt Mid-
dle School In the first of two
{ure repairs have been made and

rry Delf said.

samplings, district spekewoman

no known: elevated levels exist as
of Monsday night, the district in
tends to distribute eases of bot-

“an abundance of caution

day night.
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HOT R: A student uses a sink at King School fn Northeast Portland,
ortland Publle Schoals has had guidelines for three years agalnst drinklng)

water From seheol sinks, but lew teachers or parents wera aware of them,

PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS DIDN'T WANT STUDENTS DRINKING OUT OF SINKS.

BY RACHEL MONAHAN rmonahan@wwesk.com

For at least three years, Portland Public
Schaols has had a distrietwide prohibition
against drinking from school sinks to avoid
water that might contain cfevated Jevels
of tead. Yet emails reviewed by WI¥ show
top school officials decided not to publicize
the guideline, apparently preferring to let
children dritzk contamninated water rather
than alarm parents and feachers,

Last week, following W1¥s revelation of
elevated lead levels at dozens of Portland
Public Schools huildings, school officials
told parents the district has a guideline
against drinking from school sinks,

Sinks may be less safe becanse many
sinks were not tested for lead in 2001,
when fountains were, documents show.

The prohibition came as a surprise to
parents,

"That is unhelievable,” suys Beverly
Cleary Schoot parent Emily Petterson,
whose child attends class in the Rose City
Park huilding, where elevated lead read-
jngs were fourd this sprirg. "I an: 100
percent sure that if teachers and staff had
truly known, there is no way they woutd be
letting our childrer fill their water hottles
daily, and there is no way they woull be
filling their own coffee makers with that
water” . .

Since at least 2012, when an extensive’

'BUT THE DISTRICT FAILED TO TELL PARENTS.

round of lead tests was completed, the
district has had the sink guideline in place,
and yet a dozen parents and staff contacted
by WW said they didn't know about it
Before this spring, if ever.

Wilson High School social studies
teacher Hyung Nam says he didn’t know
about the guideline until this spring.

“They didn’t give us any specilic
results," he said, “The effect is that all of us
neglected it, didn’t think it wasa big deal.”

The quict sink prohibition is the latest
example of the school district struggling
under Superintendent Carole Smith to

in February 2015 in response to a public
records request, yet until W asked ques-
tiong about the tests late last month, the
district did not tell parents or teachers.

Smith has placed two top administra-
fors ot leave, but has struggled to explain
which of the lead preblems have been
fixed.

‘The district declined to discuss the lead
tests or its sink guideline with W1¥, say-
ing through a spekeswoman that it woir’'t
diseuss policies subject to the investiga-
tion by the law firm of Stell Barne, which is
expected to take 30 days.

“THEY WEREN'T DOING
ANYTHING TO STOP |T.”

—Standlard Shaefer, PPS parent

comminicate vital information, even
when withhiolding it n:ight compromise

" children’s safety.

It follows furor aver PPS's failure to
diselose the results of fead tests that were
apparently conducted between 2010 and
2012 at all but a few schools, serving kin-
dergariners through high school seiiors
(“Failing the Test,” W, June 1, 2016):
WiV obtained a PPS document with results

“That’s all part of the investigation,”
says PPS spokeswoman Courtney Wes-

- ting. “Crur hope is we are also going to get

answers.”

School Board Chaizman Fom Koehler
said he dida't know about the sink guide-
Jine until WW contacted him, “I{ we don't
expect people to drink out of sinks, we bet-
ter make that very clear and consislent in
oiy communication,” Koghler said.

Hegardicess of what the district’s top offi-
cials did or did not know about test results
from 2010 to 2012, they decided at least
to write a guideline warning students and
staff not to use sinks for drinking water.

#Partland Public Schools asks students
and staff not to drink from the sinks in our
¢lassrooms,” the guideline says on the dis-
trict website. b

The guidelire notes that “If building
staff ‘flush’ the sinks (fetting the water run
at thie start of 2 day for approximately 16
minutes or until cold), then the faucet may
be used for drinking water,” but it deesw’t
make elear how students or teachers would
know if that had been done. .

The district’s current daily task list fo:
custodians includes a requirement to flush
every founitain but not any sinks, according
to a copy of the checklist shared with Wi¥.
Ifwater sits in the pipes, it can pick up con-
taminants.

In environmenially friendty Portland,
students carrying a reussble water bot{le
{rom home and refilling from the faucets at
school is a common oteurrence,

Emazils reviewed by WI¥ show top
district officials in 2012 discussed placing
warning labels on sinks across the distriet,
but decided against it, fearing it would
frighten parents.

On Oct. 24, 2012, PPS senior commu-
nications manager Erin Barnett sent an
email to district officials, including then-
facilities director Tony Magliano, discuss-
ing whetler to place warning stickers on
school sinks throughout the district, .

Barnell wanted to kaow if the message
couid he seated back.

“Can custodians have tie lead test
results and ONLY put stickers on sinks that
really can’t be used for drinking water?”
emailed Barneit, “How do we avoid undue
alarm among staff and parents?” (The dis-
trict declined {0 make Barnett available for
comment on this story.)

PPS ultimately placed warning stickers
at Rigler School in Northeast Portland—
but not aceoss the district.

Magliano, who became the districts
chief operating officer until he was placed
on paid leave June 2, admitted to WW
that the district failed to sufficiently warn
teachers and parents, noting there hasheer:
a natice on the PPS website “for ages.”

But before Smith placed him on leave
last week, Magliano told WW the district
shouid be “marking every freaking sink”
until the message was clear. “If we're not
going to make sinks lead-free, they need
to be posted clearly not to drink fromy," he
said June 1.

Parents are now outraged that their

children have been drinking from the sinks .

for three years after the district created a
puaideline against it. They say the district
still hasn’t done encugh to stop drinking
from sinks—even after taping off water
fountains May 27,

“Yesterday, they weren't doing anything
to stop it,” said Standard Schaefes, father
to a Beverly Cleary fifth-grader, speak-
ing after water fountains at the school
were taped off but sinks were unattended.
“There’s access to them.” Wt
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DALLAS — Drinking ' -

fountains and kitchen taps

in all six Dallas School Dis- @ -

trici schools will be tested

for lead Lumammauun thls !

iveek.
Each facility wﬂ] have 20
drinking fountains, taps and

ctassroom - fountaing “tested

based on the amount of use
and suspected conditdon of

the pipes at some locations, -

Facliities Director Kevin
Montague said the tests‘aze

i

DALLAS
scHooLl
DISTRICT

in- response to concerns '

about the handling of posi-
tive ‘lead tests in Portland
Public Schouls. - e
Like many school districts
ac{uss the state, Dallas has
not ‘tested fountains and

taps at its schools regular]y. :

‘There hasn't been a require-
ment for schools ta du so,
Montague said.

In 2013, the chstnlct tested

a few classrooms at Lyle Ele-
mentary Schaol, ‘maostly
chEckmg the condition of ;

the pipes at the school, built B

in 1950,

One classroom faum:t
{ested positive for lead near
the end of winter bresk, It
hadn't been used in two
weeks. A second test on the
same tap was 1rukan after the

(Csrc. D.

JUN 9
AIlensP
) RN

. (Multnomak Co.)
"The Oregonian:

0
C BAEst. 138.3

Dallas schools test for lead in
radon i m alr‘.[_to increas

a0 secnnds anci no lead was
detected..
A fut]uw ~up test conduct-

R

‘ ) ‘ed'in’ March. of 2013 also

foand ‘no - contamination. -
- Tests -at Whitworth, .Morri- |
son and another classioom
at Lyle were added as a pre-
caution, ‘and no other [ﬂps
tesled pasitive. ° R

- “Fhis weeks Eesﬁmg is lee-
ly to be'the new. normal for
- the district as Montague an-
Umpates regular testing will- -
hecome aréquirement soon,

"Really it mukes sense. We .-
test rour fire. systems -every
*'year, so we shoutd,” He said,
“We should ‘be doing . oux
‘due diligence on that”: ;-
The tests wilk cost the d{s-. B
strict’ more than $2,000, and -
;that Is:yith-a discount Iabs|
are giving schools to- con-"
duct tests in the wake of
findings in Portland. . |

Test results should be
available within ,a ‘couple

247 833)

weeks, though they may be
delayed due to the number

{ of, screenings being con-

‘ducted now, Moniague said.
" Montague didn’t specu-
late on what the'tests would

“find, but- did say that with

bu}]dmgs 60 or more. years
old, it is possible td have
positive tests. . i}

If that happens, the dis-
trict will conduct additional
tests and complete any nec-
essary upgrades to ehminaie
the problem, -,

“We will folluw up on any
positive we get, Montague

: said.

The' district will be con-

‘ducting tesis'of a different

type early next fall. Testing
for radon, a radioactive gas
that can canse lung cancer,
isnowa requirement for dls-
tricts in Oregon, -~
Montague said "shurt-
term testing” over two to
seven days wiil take place in
October at all schotﬂs. Kany

FOCUS ON l Gresharm- Baﬂow Schaol Dlsmct

o Gresham-Ba
o elevated levels of 1e

potentiaily

slow schools have
ad in drink-

ing water, the district announced Wednes-

The district didn't release the
levels found at the sc
ronmenial Protection
{or tead i3 15 parts per billicsn.

water,
e safety of kids

. -water had been runnmg for

of those test show results ex-
ceeding -federal thresholds,
lr.mg ierm testing — up to
nine months wﬂl be con-
dugted.:-

- Dallas schmﬂs were tested
in- 2001 and' the only “hot
spots™ were found in LaCre-
ole Middle Scheol.- Subse-
quent tests revealed levels

‘lower than the threshold!

Based on ‘those tests
and upgrades to heating,
ventilation and -air condi-
tiening (HVAC) ' systems
that " circulate - more ‘out-
side ‘afr' within' the build-
ings, Montague doesn't
believe radan witl be an
issue,” If ‘not, -flushing
radon out of the environ-
ment may require. adjust-
menis to alr flow patterns.

“Must of it can be taken
care:of with-BVAC tweaks,”

he said,

Results from initial radon
testing should retura in De-

cember, ’? yy: Z—L

speciﬂclead !

hools, The U.S. Eavi-
Agency's action level

d potentially

turne
da%ﬂsm uzd?g‘atﬂead e s fecll.')emJ l;r];ieg’{g;:jss ;Pﬁtaéem drinking water at
it fixtaresat Dex- € o
e lEVElmI:lndcc'lt]f gfse‘gl’:)we]l Valley Ele- Bexter McCarty are énctlifoidéc;g; rsoo o ami
oy McC.amL ]ls according o the district. Room 35, aspecial e L:skl]ls oo a0
nTItfmtt’? te;scs Duﬁve at Dexter McCarty, thiee  Room 37,2 fﬁi\ﬁl}gl% e aresate
b el vale b-  ThePowe
el d
b Powe;i(vai}ze :fm ﬂi}::itx:g‘cl?sl;lu? o in the schoob’s kitchert and a reading inter
19?1115:3t WE:}I]!a]so te sub;ected toa follow-up  vention classmoinjlm S J—
test. ’Iy“he district said Wednesday it has D homids
T:CE'WEd. test results from only five of its 18
schools.
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ent in the initial testing” he

$7 million on “re-piping 15
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: Lea d David Hobbs, senior direc-  “Gihirally, 1fecklike I need -m E8uy Rkl L
tor of facilities and assets to let parents know what I Eﬁggﬂagp‘ﬁmw
tiand, OR - management, did not share  know, PR-wise, it would sure ETEEER '5‘” D:g
Portland, Continued from Al AMAREIme h ; h Z 8w §WH55
G Tom Fridley’s view thatall drink- ook better if the informa- 53"‘{3':: a89s -
{Muttnomah Co.) ing waterin Pertland schools  Hon were first disseminated ‘E’g-@ 3@2053‘5.5 3
The Oregonian o retest water fountains or s safe. by yot: (or) PP5; she wrote, 5 og‘a“ o gaﬁ-ghﬁ ¥
. sinks in at least one school  In 2n email about prior-  “Even if the district hasw't S REEER g8 &
{CII’O.D.247.533} - U . Eg-TY- ﬂ'aﬁa..._ﬁ &
that showed acceptable ities for the district's next issued astatement, ] encour- ms'g i Ha g8 o
I tead Ievels 15 years ago. If schoo] bond, intended tobe  age you to at least post the BwSodfigola. ﬁ
UH 9 2055 contaninants such as lead put before votersin the fall, water test results today” BEBE 2 w oo S 2
and copper “are not pres- Hobbs called for spending One of the administra- H 88 HEEE E A&

l wrote to a concernied pareat  priority schools 1o address  to Fridley, Parents were nat W owwdg PR N
PS f t at Creston Elementary in lead pipes and water con- notified for more than six 5 'E,'ﬂ T E § & é 2
P Sa e Y February, “there is no rea- famination”whichhecalled weaks. =] g'@ 2_’8 EE - 9%
son to believe they will be  "a major safety hazard for More than a month after A W EO.&, & -....‘5“ =g
h' f in the future” Creston was  drinking water” the parent gent her email, . 8gx. H°C TE
cnie Wa.S one of two schools found to Hobbsisthe highest-rank-  Sarah Jones, a Bevedy ggaue E‘ g aEv g
have elevated levels of lead  ing Portland Public Schools  Cleary assistant principal gew 43 & 2538 E g
in water fixtures thisyear.  official shown by the email working at Rose City Park, LG 2 %y & 'ﬁ g,g g:g .
Wrong On No test yesults in the records tohavebeenteldof emailed Fridley and Hobbs, P E5 o BER &
past few years indicated the high lead levels found asking for infermation to % JETT = =W 5" 2]
t l d high lead levels in Poxt- at Rose City Park alinost as  share with famities. 5 S =§1 ﬁh gE 5 g § o "5.8
Wa, er ea land scheols. “Where we soonasthevesultscamein.  “Parents and staff are SE WB_g g g’ug Ba=
7 have spot tested at other He apparently did notshare extremely concerned,” K] H %'&—g 5 o 5 g '§ |
By Betsy Hamanond y’;// - 7 scheols,” hetold theCreston.  that information up the Jones wrote, about testing g § w8 g-:t:,,:; o585 ) E
The Oregonian/QregonLive parent, “wehave found lead chain of command. results that they had heard v 28 8dHELSSOFHE
Portland Public , Schools’ levels at or below” resuits  Morethan fourweekslater about but not seen. ﬁﬁ“ T i '{;‘3'_3 Hy 2w =
senior manager for environmen- from systemwide testing Hobbs’ boss, Chief Operat-  Jones followed up with F5 S&mE B85 8

tal health and safety, Andy Frid-

tay, resisted testing school water ing fountains and sinks in  askedFridleyabout theRose  “We need practical advice anl % .g wEETel :ﬁ“
quality and spread false informa- 51 schools and Head Start  Gity Park water tests: “Did  about what is safe for kids Eo. &2 w% LEE & B i
tion about the safety of dyinking centers recorded lead lev- we get the results back?” that we can implement. EER 23 S50 gi 8g
water in schools, emails show. els above the federai acion  Neneoftheemailsappear  ‘Whete should they be drink- W - § 8 5 BZ~SgHu
Fridley was the point person level since 2009, to indicate Smith knew of ing water from and where .§ b BHSZS %.E 882 4
charged with protecting students ‘The water filters the dis- the positive tests for Jead should they not be drink- g~ & % ol ;E g .'g [
and employees in Oregorvs largest trict deploys are effective before May 25, the day ing from? Do the filters on 52% H5Y KPR~
school district from environmen- against lead, The districtin  she has said she found out  the drinking fountains Al- . " oY - g5 H _5 G B :‘;.é a
tal hazards for two yeass. Super- fact uses filters thatimprove  about them and “inmedi-  ter out lead? I want to make oy § § oy g Vg %
itendent Carole Smith put him the look and smell of water, ately” began seeking more  sure that we are keeping kids E g Z oo 2 oha =8
on paid ieave june 2 because of not to reduce lead below information and planninga  safe, and that when parents gz § H g;a_, k'é‘ “ 5 é" 2
‘histele in the district’s much-crit- the federal action level, As response. ask, we have good answers” LR o g s 8_8 gé o
icized response to high lead lev- 1ecently as May 24, theday ~ Smitl's chief of staff,  That night Fridley told- é’ e 5 Eﬂg% bEEHE
els at two schools. before parents werenotified  Amanda Whalen, leamed in - spokeswoman  Christine s g %” H53 T &' g fa ] g’g
The school of high lead levels at Rose nid-March district officials  Miles installed fiters should 558 O EE EuS g g
Searchthe district on City Pazk School and Cres-  planned to test for lead in  allevizte concems. “The fil- pega’ -g & B@ Eod
hundreds ~ Wednes- ton, Fridley insisted to the thewaterat Rose CityParkin  ters are effective at reducing da ol EBEE0aELS GO
of pages of day released district’s spokeswoman and  response te a parent’s con- o eliminating fead to meet = wibg m
emails Portland  roughly to his boss that the filtess cem and that results were EPA standards?” he wrote, o R, o
Public Schools 900 pages are “effective at reducing expected by early April, She  Emails also show board m e 40_',) gei g
released of emails or eliminating lead to meet forwatded that email, with- members were not informed —- O % ‘%- 3
Wednesday, received by {Environmental Protection out comment, to Smith. until the evening of May 25, ] o 8.8 i
online at Fridley and Agency) Standards” three hours after parents at g b '.%' H '5 . g
bitty/22RViYp,  other school Fridley could not be Parentvoicedconcern  the two schools got a mass ﬁ B8 5888y
officials reached for comment Fridley chose not toshare  notice — timing that infug- T -] 8 "8 < L) 'g';' E P
regarding lead in schoot water, Wednesday. the troubling test yesults ated board members. —_ &~ 243 E o
Fridley’s emails to parents, cal- with Rose City Park teachers Board member Mike o LT-) @] dug? &
leaguesand bosses poriray himas Results not shared and parents for many weeks, Rosen told Magliane, who (] 5.3 é )
misinformed about water qual- Portland Public Schools despitebeingusgedtodoso. oversees all facitities and N — O = ES 'ﬁ 'S'g g°
ity regulations and equipment as on March 31 received results  The one Rose City Park par-  maintenance work, “Hon- % E g 3 :’ﬂ agg
well as resistant to efforts to mea- of tests at the two schools  ent who knew those results  estly ... [ am shocked, given i Qg g ag o E
sure and improve water quality. showingleadlevelsasimuch because she was the one therecentlocal and national é ﬁ —= B 5 ch-’- o
They show he mocked a parent as twice the federal action who insisted the water be events surrcunding (lead) = : & = 5 § ﬁ
who expressed concemn about level. Fridley did not order  fested, wiote to theadininis-  contaminatior, how poorly O E =z LS S

lead levels 1or2 milligrams below
the federal action level as “zero
lead in water lady”

Among Fridley's incozrect
assertions:

There was “no plan or need”

SeeLead, 144{

in 2001, Ta fact, 157 drink-

the water at those fixtures
shut off and didn't request
that alternate sousces of
clean drinking water be
broughtin.

The emails suggest Frid-
ley’s gdirect supervisor,

ing Cfficer Tony Magliano,

trators overseeing the school
on April 11. She said she felt
compelled to tell others
about the lead but thought
it would be better if school
district officiat defivered that
message.

Fridley ons May 24, writing,

this has been managed.”
Smith also put Magliano
on paid leave.
.
Casey Parks, Brad Schinidt
atidd Moily Harbarger
contributed to this repert.

Test schools’ taps for lead
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pipes.

I Beaverton, one of the
state’s largest districts, water
was shuf off to five older ele-
mentary schools last week as a
precaution, before it lesls water
i all district bulldings duzing
the slunnzen

All this was spurred by re-
cent revelations that some Port-
tand Public Schools buildings
had elevated tevels of lead in
their water

Farly test results

So faz, however, ondy a few
children have heen found with
elevaled levels of lead in their
higed. Multnomah County
health officials tested 225 chil-
dren and pdafts for lead poison-
ing Monrday Afernoo: al Rose
City Park School. Two children
had blood lead levels that re-
quiire more tesis to eonfirm pos-
sihle tead polsoning, health offi-
cials said.

The county sel up a testing
clinie at Rose City Park Scheol
so chikiren and parents could be
tested after elevated tevels of
lead were found in the school's
water, A second clinic lested
children myd adulls Fuesday af-
ternoan at Cresten K-8 Scheol.

Iz mid-May, after concorns
about air entssions from hye
Partiand glass plants, county of-
fieials tested 192 adults and elsl-
drert for lead poisoning. None of
those tested had atmornal lov-
els of lead in theil bleod.

Wates shirt off to old buildings
Pampiin Media Group report-
ers found a couple of area dis-
{elcts have tested school water
in the past twe or more years, In
other conununiics, water used
by Useir schaels is routiely tesi-
ed hy citics and water disiticts
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Doctar Erlsa Mosesen goes avar Maura Xelle
that she passed with no issues,

and found to be safe.

‘The David Douglus School
District released data Tuesday
on lead in its water.

‘Three years agp, the district
tested lead levels In all school
buillings' water, and found that
“apecifie wator sources” exeeed-
ed the 15 paris per bilifon level
in 11 buildings.

“tiost buildings had just a few
fixiures showing elevated lead
levels,” district officials wrote to
parents.

The district is using bottle:t
drinking water in Gilbert Park
and North Powellhurst schools.

“The remaining buildings
liave either since been ve-piped,
or they lrave an adequate nus-
ber of water suurces that do not
show elevated lead tevels,” (he
tistrict reported.

In Lake Oswego, the school
district issued a June 1 state-
meal saying water provided by
the city oI Leke Cswego arel lo-
cai water tHstricts was sale.

“Given the concerns raised by
the water qualily tssues that
have caite Lo light i Portiand
Public Schools, Independent rep-
resenlative sample testing at all
Laie Oswego School Disirict fa-
cllities will be condueted hegin-
ning this week,” dislrict officiais
wrofe. “We expect to have test-
ing results avaitable within the
next three weeks.”

Alexin Anglylical Laborato-
ries will do the tesling. The Lahe
Oswego district fielded calls and
emails from anxious parents as
news stories broke about the
Jeadt lavels found in Porilad
Public Sclmools.

TRIBUKE PHOTD: JONATHAH HOUSE
¥'s test reselts Far lead poisoning and gives her 1he good news

Many of the Lake Oswego dis-
triet's buiklings were consiruel-
ed in the 1950s and ‘60s. Two
schools were built in the lale-
18403,

Beaverton Schoal Districl
shut off water ¢o Etnonica, Errol
F1asseli, Greenway, Hazeldale
and Ruck Creek schools, primar-
Hly hecause ihe buildings had’
waler systems installed before s
1406 lead han and could ave
copper pipes with lead soller,

Spokeswonran Maureen
Wheeler said there’s no evi-
dence so far that the schools’
water was tainted, but the dis-
trict decitled o shut off the sup-
ply based on the age of plumb-
ing plpes and components.

Al district facdities will be
tested for lead and other con-
taminants n {he water during

the next fow months, officials
ammounced Jize 2.

Testing did uncover elavated
lead levels in some sainples 1ak-
en in hiay from Highland Park
Middle Schioo], where slirdents
and staffl also are drinking bot-
tled water until pipes can be re-
placed in 2017,

Testing during the summer

‘The Nortl Ciackamas School
District suys water used in its
schools is constdered safe. The
district tested for lead levels in
schoels in 2002, and plans to leat
again “during the nexl several
weeks," aceerding fo distriet of-
ficials.

Since 2013, the Tigard-Tuala-
it Scheol Distzict has fested
€ight schools huilt before 1986
(the fast year lead pipes were
used in public huildings). The
district found no elevated levels
of tead in the schonls.

Oregon City's sehool distriet
plans to test lts schools during
the sumnier for lead levels i the
weater. That repori shiould be
available i the fall, according to
the district.

Forest Grove schools alse
plar: to iest for elevated lead lev-
els during the summer hreak.
The district lested water at
Gales Creek School and Meil
Armsirong Middle School in
2008 and 2009 an {ound no ¢le-
valed jevels of lead or ather con-
taniinants.

The distriet's 2020 bond mea-
sure inciaded replaging water
lines to most of the schools.
Eight of the district’s schools
and facilities hudlt before 1986
have been renovated or -
praved in the past 20 years, ac-
cording to disirict officials.

Hillsboro schiools were tested
six years ago, with none of lhe
buildings shawing elevated lev-
efs of lead (neariy all showed no

traee of lead in thelr water). The
district plans to test waler in all
its buildings during the surmner:

Nearly two dozen of the dis-
triet’s buildings were consirue-
ed before 1986. 'U'he oldest, Reed-
ville School, was censtructed in
1922,

Sherwood schools began test-
ing lhe water in its buildings
{158 week.

Tests in Canby schooks last
month foun {hat none of the
district’s schools showed elevat-
ed levels of lead in the water.

Newberg schools tested for
lead in 2005 2nd found only frace
amounts. The district plans to
test allits sehools again this
sunimer.

8(. Helens schools have in-
stalfed] water fllers Ln thels
buildings and plan fo test for
lead levels in the pext few
weelis.

Recent tesls found the watey
salcat the schosls in the Cen-
tenniat Scheel District.

Gresham-Barlow and Reyn-
olds school districls are about to
tesl the waler available in their
schools.

“In light of concerns raised
in gther schoal districts in Ore-
gon, the Gresham-Barlow
Schoal Distriet Is voluntazily
tesling for 3ead in the drinking
water in ail of the district's
schools,” Athena Vadnals, -
reclor of comnumtications, said
in a staiement.

The Gresham-Barjow disteict
expecls to have test results
ready by June 16.

The Reynolds district alse is
“veluniavily testing dxinklag
water for lead in alf of our
schycls,” saif Andrez Watson,
director of comsmunications.

Addifional reporting by Kevin
Herden, Shasta learns Moore, Bric
Apalateguiand Teresa Carsof.
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Drinking
water shut -
off at five

more schools

Many students and staff

will drinie bottled water

bending lead test REE\
T L

By ERIC >R>ﬁa \

The Times

The Beaverton School Dis-
Irict turned off the drinking
lountains inside five older
lementary schools late last
week as a precaution even
yefore tests determine
au.mnrmn any more 6f its
»ildings have lead-tainted
vater.

Water testing will begin
icon at all schools and other
acilities district-wide, and the
‘esults will dictate whether
urther steps will be needed to
eep students and staff safe,
listrict spokeswoman Mau-
een Wheeler said,

“At this time, we do not ex-
rect any other schools to be
hut off,” she said.

The elementary schools
‘here the drinking water is
eing replaced with bottled
/ater are Elmenica, Errol Has-
ell, Greenway, Hazeldale and

See WATER / Page AT

B From Page Al

Rock Creek.

Those five schools have wa-
ter systems whose construe-
tion dates before a 1986 lead
ban and have copper pipes,
and potentially, lead seclder.
They were identified as dis-
trict officials examined all po-
tential lead scurces im its
buildings in response to in-
creased awareness about lead
in drinking water.

In each case, they furned off
all standard drinking foun-
tains and put warning signs on
combined faucei-drinking
fountain fixtures located in
some classrooms. Additienal-
ly, the district is providing
hotiled water dispensers in all
classrooms, gyms, cafeterias
and other areas arcund the
school buildings. .

Local water providers con-
duet regular water tests and
their systems have been shown
to deliver water without elevat-
ed amounts of lead, but the
metal can enter the drinking
water through clder pipes be-
longing to customers, such as
those inside aging school
buildings where lead testing is
not required.

Wheeler said distriet offi-
cials didn’t have evidence that
there are elevated lead levels
in the drinking water at any of
these elementary schools but
made the decision to shut off
the supply based on the age of
the buildings’ plumbing pipes
and components.

Pravious testing did uncov-
er elevated lead levels from
two drinking fountains (but
not all samples) taken in May
at Highland Park Middle
School, where students and
staff also are drinlking bottled
water until its pipes can be re-
placed in 2017. -

As an extra safety measure,
all distriet facilities, including
these sehools, will be system-
atically tested for lead in the
water over the coming few
weeks, Wheeler announced
last week.

Tests will be conducted at

every drinking fountain and
faucet — including kitchens —
o all Beaverton schools and
faeilities across the distriet.

It could take ancther two
weeks after collections before
test results come in and canbe
shared, Wheeler said.

A district safety committee

A ————————

authorized the district-wide
water testing back on May 13
and the district signed a con-
tract with a testing company
on Friday,

The district shared more
plans last week as the issue of
potentially toxic Jevels of lead
in drinking water kept wash-
ing across the naticnal head-
lines, including the highly pub-
licized case from Flint, Mich.

Portland Public Schools has
drawn infense criticism after
prior water testing had detect-
ed worrisome levels of lead in !
some schoo] water systems but
only recently came to light.

The district also has added a
water quality page to its web-
site that links to various re-
sources and will offer updates
on water testing results and

responses., s b F 7
P i _..\
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| Oregon

wants to
test all
schools
for lead

Astoria, Seaside
and Warrenton
will check water

Asscciated Press
and staff reports

PORTLAND — Cregon health
and education officials said Wednes-
day they will team up with schoo! dis-
tricts and licensed ¢hild care programs
statewide to factlitate testing for lead
in school diinking water over the
summer.

The plan responds to a directive
from Gov. Kate Brovwn in April and
comes on the heels of belated disclo-
sures about lead m the drinking water
of some Portland Public Schools,

In March, the district arranged
1o test for lead at two schools at the
request of parents who were concerned
about the unfolding public health crisis
in Flint, Michigan, Those tests revealed
elevated levels of lead in 14 of 92 water
sources at the schools, including a
handful of drinking fountains, but par-
ents were not told for weeks.

That disclosure has motivated
other school districts around the state
to test their water for lead, which is a
neurptoxin.

Astoria Superintendent Craig Hop-
pes said the district is voluntarily test-
ing the water at its four schools. but
wajting to get the testing materials.
While it norrnally takes a couple weeks

1o get the tubes for testing, Hoppes said,
he is hearing of a large backlog because
50 many schoals are testing for fead.

Seaside  Superintendent  Doug
Daugherty said his district is also test-
ing, and that results will be available in
July or August at the latest,

Warrenton-Hammond  Superinten-
dent Mark Jeffery said his district is
preparing fo test for lead within two
weeks,

See LEAD, Page 124 «
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Fugene students drink filtered water

after

.
L
By Alislia Roemeling
The (Eugene) Register-Guard
EUGENE — Students at
Roosevelt Middie School
iined up during a five-min-
ute break between classes
Tuesday morning to fill paper
- gups with water from a 5-gal-
lon tank of filtered water af-
ter ati school drinking foun-
fains were shut off Monday
afterncon.

Roosevelt, in south Eugene,

is one of three Eugene School
District schools that have tak-
en precautionary measures to
ensure ils students have ac-
cess to filtered water dispens-
ers and boitled water. The
steps were laken after the
district informed parenis and
students Monday mnight that
some drinking fountains and
sinks at the three schools, as
well as cne sink at the dis-
trict’s administrative offlices,
lad tested positive for elevat-
ed fevels of lead.

The ather twe schools were
Sheldon High and Kennedy
Midéle. The elevated level
at Raosevelt was discovered
Monday; the elevated lev-
els at the other three district
buildings were discovered
in April. Plumbing fixtures
were replaced at those thres
locales, and retesting found
that lead conlent in the watey
was at safe levels, district of-
ficials said.

District leaders said they
decided to be more proac-
tive after learning abotl the
April test resuls from facili-
ties staff employees only last
week.

Roosevelt Principal Chris
Mitchell, made aware of the
concerns Menday afiernoon,
said he immediately had all
schoo drinking fountains
shut off and went out 1o get
some clean water around 1:3¢

.M.
: “l moved the staff water
cooler into the hallway and
went down the sireet to Hag-
gen {(gracery store) and got
about 360 boftles of water,”
Mitchel! said.

Mitchell also delivered
an intercom announcement
to all Rooseveit students on
Thesday.

*1 sold them this {(nof using
the fountains) is a precautien-
ary measure,” Mitchell said.
“There doesn't seern lo be a
lot of concern. [ think the kids
understand that we think
they've been safe, and they're
comfortable with that”

Lea levels

The standard for “safe”
amounis of lead in the water
is 15 parls per billion, or PPB.
Anything above that number
is considered {0 be eleval-
ed, according to the federal
Eavironmental — Protection

Agency.

The highest level found in
spot checks at Eugene district
schoofs was 22.7 PPB at a wa-
ter fountain at Sheldon High
School.

By way of contrast, traces
aflead at two Portland Scheol
District schools found in test-
ing earlier this spring were as
high as 52 PPB — more than
three times the EPA's "aclicn
level” of 15 FPB,

In Eugene, wafer fixtures
that contained traces of Jead,
including sink and fountain
fittings, were replaced at
Kennedy and Sheldon almost
immediately after district fa-
cilities employees received
test resulis on April 14, dis-

trict  spokeswoman  Kerry -
Deif said,
White district Facililies

workers made the necessary
adjustments to alleviaie the
issue in April, Belf said they
failed to adequately inform
district leaders about the
elevated levels unifl it was
brought up in a meeting with
Superintendent Gustavo Bal-
deras late Jast week.

Balderas was copicd on
an eaglier email, from a fa-
cllities staff member to an-
other district employee, that
referenced “pretty far down”
in the email the discovery of
traces of lead at the district
schools. But that reference
was missed by Balderas, Deif
said.

Delf said the oversight was
not intentional.

“There was no infent any-
where along the way to not
properly communicate any-
thing," Delf said. “If just
didn't come to the awareness
of the pecple who need to
know untii last week.”

Delf said the district is
nwoving to establish proper
ways for staff to commu-
nicate issues to aother staff
members and the public,

“We're now establishing
proper protocals,” Deif said.
“The intention of wlf of ihis
is to take the right steps and
do the right thing for stu-
dents and staff, and we need
to have clear (steps) to ade-
quately comnwnicate with
the public.”

Balderas said he wants to
hold a community mesting
for parents and others to ad-
dress the matter further. No
date has been set, but the
meeting could happen as ear-
by as next week, he said,

School hoard response

Eugene Schocl Board
Chalrvoman Anne Marie Le-
+is sald she learned about the
issue in an email that Balde-
7ag sent to her on Friday.

“I think the district has
done a really good job of

keeping us informoed and be-
ing proactive on this” Levis
sald Tuesday. “It's not wide-
spread, it's slightly elevated,
it's not in every school, and
i think the district is taking
all the right steps to test and
malke corrections and inform
the public.”

Delf said communication
about the traces of lead “did
not happen as quickly as we
would have liked, but it will
in the fture.” No disciptinary
actien has beentaken against
any employee in regard to the
malter, she said.

Facilities employeos test-
ed about 230 water sites
throughout the district in
1998, which is when Roos-
evelt, Kennedy, Sheldon and
the district office were origi-
nally determined to have had
elevated fevels of lead in some
water sources, Dreif said.

The proper equipment was
replaced at that time, but Delf
said the district decided to re-
test the same sites this spring,
following up on a request
made by Balderas.

Delf said the disirict also
was responding fo commuei-
ty conceins following the wa-
ter ¢risis in Flint, Michigan,
where mueh of the cily’s wa-
ter was found {o be contami-
naled with dangerous levels
of lead,

What students say

On their lunch break Tues-
day, some Sheklon High
students said they are con-
cerned, not s0 much about
the delay in learning about
the elevated leveis but rather
that such levels could occur.

“We heard about it this
morning from a teacher who
told us not to drink frem any
of the fountains, just fo be
safe,” said 15-year-old Mak-
ena Bachholtz. “But I'm just
going io bring (my own) wa-
ter bottle.”

Ryan Pouller, 16, said the
situation is especially frus-
trating because of the recent
warm weather,

“This is filse the worst time
of year that this could hap-
pen,” Foulter said, "It’s so hot.
[ think #'s prelty concern-
ing, and peaple are definitely
taliing about it.”

District officials said Mon-
day thal the four affected
siles will receive bottled or
fittered water until school is
out for summer on June 16,

Junitors alse are flush-
ing ouf water sources at all
schoals in the district each
wmorning, as water that re-
mwins I pipes and fixtures
overnight are more suscep-
tible to heighlened traces of
lead, Delf said.

During the summer, the
district plans 1o hire an inde-

Ie/agl concerns close fountains

pendent firm: to undertake a
comprehensive, districtwide
testing for lead in the water
supply, Delf said. All water
faucets for drinking and food
preparation will be tested,
she said, The company, Eu-
gene-hased PBS Engineering
+ Environmental, will be paid
about §25,000, she said.

The Springfield School
District and the Bethel Schoal
District in west Eugene both
aim to do the same in coming
months.

The Betliel district “has al-
ready hited an independent
professional  environmental
service fo begin testing as
soon as school is out for sum-
mer," district spckesman Pat
McGillivray said inan email.

“This wiil allow the profes-
sionals to access our ywater
souzrces without interruption
in order lo ensure the most
accurate testing” McGilil-
vray said. “Rather thaa ran-
dom: sampling, our tests will
be conducied on all potential
sources of drinking water in
every building, leaving no
room for doubt.”

in Springfield, district
spokeswoman Jen McCul-
ley said tests were conduct-
ed throughout the district
in 2002 “and the levels were
all well below (he tolerated
level.”

McCulley said parents,
students and staff were noti-
fied Tuesday that ihe district
plans to test all its sites again
heginning the weelk of Jung
20

Based on previous tesis,
the district does not believe
there ave elevated levels of
lead in any of its waler sup-
ply, McCulley said,

“We don’t have any ioca-
tions we befieve are problem-
atie,” she said. But “we want
o make sure that everyone

has access (o clean water” /
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plan to test all Oregon schools for lead
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But the majonty of schools re-
ceive water from municipal sys-
tems. These schools aren’t mon-
itored for lead in the water be-

The pian also calls for those

for the state’s 197 school districts
labs to report results to the

and recommend a list of state-cer
tified Jabs to test the water.

concernsd about the wafolding
public-health crisis in Flint,
¢levated lzvels of lead in 14 of
92 water yources at the schools,
including 2 handful of drinking
fountains, but parents were not

Michigan. Those tests revealed
told for weeks,

said Wednesday they will team
up with schoel districts and li-
censed child-care programs

i

yond the testing done by the

Oregon Health Autherity, which  muxicipal network,

statewide to facilitate testing for
lead in school dricking water

over the swnmer.

on district’s response.

That can be & problem be-
cause many older schools have

will build a database for public

use this fal), said Robb Cowie,

an OHA spokesman.

That disclosure has motivated
other school districts around the

state 10 test their water for lead,
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pipes that can leach lead into the

water at the site,

 The plan responds to a direc-
tive from Gov. Kate Brown in

The announcement is a rec-
ommendation, only, however,

and the state can’t require
school districts to test.

April and comes on the heels of

switch to filtered water as

precautionary measure,

“There’s growing concerns in

the school districts and we just

belated disclosures about lead in - which is & newrotoxin,

the drinking water of some

B 2 Gresham schools
show elevated levels

wanted to do what we could to

get information out on best

The Cregon Department of
Educatjon, the Oregon Health

Authority and the state’s Early

Currently, districts that have
their own water supply are

Fortland Public Schools. |

practices,” said Amy Wojeickd,
spokeswoman for the Oregon

Department of Education.

moritored by the state health of-

In March, the district arranged
Learning Division will provide
ficials for lead in the water.

to test for lead at two schools at

of lead in water.

technical support and Information

the request of parents who were
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Districts
will pay
for school
lead tests

Three big local districts
will kire Eugene labs
and foot the bills
. without state help

7447
By Avisua ROEMELING
The Register-Guard

The Eugene, Springfield
and Bethel school districts
will tap money from their
general funds to pay for com-
prehepsive testng this sum-
mer for lead levels in their
buildings' drinking water,

Cfficials at the three dis-
tricts said they began prepar-
ing for the tests even vmm.owm
state health and education
officials announced a plan
earlier this week to eneour-
age school districts across
the state to do comprehen-
stve testing over the sumimer.

The state’s plan is a rec-
ommendation, ot an order,
and does mot include any al-
location of state funds to help
with the cost of testing, Ore-
gon Health Authority spokes-
man Robb Cowie confirmed.

The Eugene district and the
Bethel district in west Eugene
plan 1o hire Eugene-based PBS

Turn to WATER, Page mm<

Water: Testing to start
after school year ends

Continved from Page Bl

Engineering + Environ-
mental to conduct their
testing, at estimated costs
of $25,000 and $10,000,
Tespectively.

The Eugene district
announced early this
week that slightly ele.
vated levels of lead had
been found in late March
and early April at two
water fountzing at Shel-
don High Scheol, and in
two sinks, one at Ken-
nedy Middle Schoo! and
another at the district’s
Education Center, Re-
pairs were made, and re-
testing found lead traces
to be at safe levels.

A sink at Roosevelt
Middle School also was
found 1o have a slightly
clevated level of lead ear-
lier this week.

As a precaution, dis-
triet officials are provid.
ing bottled or filtered
water at the zffected
schools through the
school year, which will
end Thursday,

The Eugene district
expects to receive the re-
sults of testing and ad-
dress any issues that are
found before school re-
sumes in the fali, spokes-
woman Kerry Delf said.

The last comprehen-
sive testing in the Eu-
gene district tock place
in 1958,

In the Bethel district,
spokesman Pat MceGil-
livray said the distriet
hopes to begin testing

“water sources on. June 20,

“Our desire is to test
28 soon as school is
out)” MeGillivray said, “Tt
could take two weeks af-
ter samples are gathered
to receive the results”

“Rather than ran-
dom sampling, onr tests
will be conducted on
all potential sources of

drinking water in ev-
ery building, leaving no
room for doubt” he said.

Springfield district
spokeswoman Jen Me-
Culley said Analyti-
cal Laboratory Group
from Eugene will do
the testing at Springfield
schools. MeCulley did
not have 2 total cost esti-
mate hut said the testing
will be 525 per individ-
ual test.

“We will be testing all
district-owned facilities
2nd following the recom-
mendations of the com-
pany to ensure all water
is free of contaminants
she said,

The last time the
Springfield district con-
ducted comprehensive
tests for traces of lead
in drinking water was
in 2002.

The plan arnounced
by state officials re-
sponds to a directive
from Gov, Kate Brown in
April and comes on the
heels of belated disclo-
sures about lead in the
drinking water of some
Portland publie schools.

As part of the state
plan, the Oregon Health
Authority, Department
of Education and Farly
Learning Division will
provide technical sup-
port and information for
the state’s 197 schoal dis-
tricts and recommend a
list of state-certified labs
to test the water,

The state plan also
calls for those labs to re.
port results to the Ore-
gon Health Authority,
which will build a data-
base for public use this
fall, Cowie said.

- T44-T
Follow Alisha on Tt
ter @alisharoemeling.
Emai] alisha.roemeting @
registerguard,com. .
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Schools

test pian

By Chris Coflins
ceolins@bakercityheraid.com

The Baker Schoo! District
has joined others throughout
the state in devising a plan

to ensure that the water
delivered to students and staff
Inside school buldings doesn't
contain harmful levels of lead.

Doug Dalton, the distriet’s
chief financial
officer; said
today that the
district plans to
begin testing its
water sysiems 2 :
soon for lead Datton
content.

“We're taking a proactive
approach similar to what
we've done in other issues,”
Dalton said. “We're going to be
4festing all our schools to get
some baseline data points to
understand where we are”

Daltor said the district’s
response to the issue of lead
in water at the schools will be
handled in much the same
way as when eryptosporidinm
was found 1n the city’s water
system in the surmmer of
2013. The district installed an
ultraviolet disinfecting system
at each building before school
started that fall to ensure
water flowing into the build-
ings was not confaminated
with crypte.

%rfﬁﬁﬁ

T

» Stopping access at sites

# Identifying the sources of
found to have more than 20

water for lead, fests are not le-
lead.

gally required, nor are schools
mandated to correct problers

recommend schools test their
found through testing. Recom-
mended actions included in
the governor’s directive are;

water is safe to drink, Dalten

said. Recent findings i the
Portland and Eugene schiool

individual homes rather than  distrlets, where lead levels
and faucets exceeds the level

that the federal government
considers safe, have brought

chosen homes, no lead was de-  the lead issue to the forefront

in some dzinking fountains
tected, The next series of tests  in Cregon.

beena ngher priority as
publicofficials work ¢o ensuze

In 2014, when the city

tested water al 20 randomly

That's one veason the

city, as required by federal

publicwater source but rather

fiom lead pipes or lead solder,
Taw, fests water for fead aé

before the water enters the
distribution system.

D

Continued from Poge 1A

Hundreds of people became
ill that surnmer and city
Tesidents boiled their water
duzing the cuthreale

The city installed a tem-
porary ultraviclef system in
March 2014 and a permanent
system was installed in No-
vember of that year:
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Salem-Keizer School Dis-
trict parents and staff received
a lewer from Superintendent
Christy Perry last week inform-
ing them that all schools will be
wested for lead in the water.

Since nearly all of the Sa~
lem-Keizer schools are exemprt
fom muandatory water testng
because they are served by ciry
water systerns which test the
water before it 15 distributed 1o
the community, including the
schoals, the testing by the dis-
trict i volunearily,

“In. light of events in other
states a5 well as other com-
munities in Oregon, we have
decided to voluntarily test all

s

!

of our schools for lead jn the
water,” Perry wrote. "This will
be a major project and will take
some time to complere.”

After tests in March showed
unsafe Jevels of lead in the
drinking water, Portland is pro-
viding their 49,000 smdens at
78 schools with bouled water
and shut down drinking foun-
tains,

The first round of testing in
Salem-Keizer s hoped to be
completed this summer. The
order of testing may be based
on the schools that would take
the most dme and effort to fix

{

Keizer, OR
(Marion Ce.)
Keizer Times

{Circ. W. 2,320)

JUN 29 201
Allen's P.C.B. Est. 1688

ter to be tested for le;

in case unsafe levels of'ie
found, As results come in
will be shared with the s
and posted ta the district’s
site, www salemkeizer.org

The district has 65 sc
including one high schoo
middle and seven eleme
schools in Keizer,

"The rights of all stude
safe drinking warter are e
Perry wrote. “Our cor
ment 5 that all schaols
be tested this summer ar
person will be allowed to
from fixmures chat are fou;
contain unsafe fead levels!
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THIS WEEK'S
QUESTION

Sheuld a judge force the US.
goverpment to pay Maoda and other
hesith insurers under Obamacare?

portlandbusinassjeurnak.com/pulse

Vote at:



STRICTS ORDER
FOR WATER

Public concern, heightened inferest prompt Haa..:m not vas.oaa\
completed in Scappogse and St. Helens school buildings -

i
By MICOLE THILL [ T
The Spotlight

he 5t. Helens and

Scappoose schoo! dis-

tricts have ordered a

series of water quality
tests to detect high levels of
lead and cepper in the dis-
tricts’ bufldings after height-
ened concern alrout poor wa-
ter quality in Pertland Publie
Schools.

In Scappoose and St. Helens,
Superintendents Stephen Jupe
and Scot Stockwell, respective-
1y, ordered lead testing to be
conducted in the districts’
buildings as soon as possible.

On Friday, June 3, Stockwell
said testing in 8t Helens would
likely be completed over the
summer since school will be
ot of session within the weelt.

“In light of the PPS water
coneerns, we will be testing
our water throughout the dis-
trict,” Stockwell said in an
email last week.

Most public schools get their water from: menicipal water sup)
and copper at specific sites, school districts are aot required

/ On Tuesday, June 7, Jupe
said the Scappoose Scheol Dis- |
triet's facilities manager had
already taken samples to the
lab to be tested.  *

“I think (it's] this concept of,
watch what you know, when
you kanow. As soon as we knew
there wes a generalized jssue
in older huildings, older water
quality, we got o it,” Jupe said
Tuesday.

By Thursday, results from
the 20 sites tested in the Scap-
poose School Distriet revealed
detectable lead levels in a sink
and drinking fountain at the
high school, but the levels were
below the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s allowable
limit of 15 parts per billion.

Until nove, neither school dis-
triet had eanducted water gual-
ity testing on a regular basis
inside the distriets’ buildings.
Representatives {rom the
school districts indicated fn
April, when the Spotlight pre-
viously reported on water

PR

“In light

quality Lesting in the ares, that
the schoal districts primarily

get water from their respective

city water systems, and rely on 3. the m.vm
regular quality tests conducted  Wafey

by city officials. ”

The St. Helens School Dis- nc__nm_ﬁm_
trict provided documents WE E___ he
Wednesday, June 7, that show ﬂmmﬁ_:m
water quality tests were con-
dueted in 2001 and every year our water
from 2005 to 20081n 14 different  Throughout
locations, but no further fest- the
ing was conducted. o = gy

Jupe said no previous water distric
quality tests had been conduct- — Seot
ed in the Scappeose School Dis- Stockuel,
tiet, . . superintendent,

If you ask the guestionswhy St Helens
hadn’ we tested before this Sahoo! District

peint, well, until this became a
public health concern, a lot of
us have tived with lead, and ex-
tensive usein the course of our
liveg, [and} because the mu-
nicipal water supply was clean,
therl we assumed that Jmn was

See LEAD/Page ATI
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maEm(%rmw of ap agsurance that we were safe,”

Jupe said.

Tn liEhit of news out of Portland Public Schools
that tests revealed high lead concentrations in
several buildings greater than the 15 parts per
billion action level set by the EPA, and did not
repair the contaminated sources, both St. Hel-
ens and Scappoose school officials epted to con-
duct testing independently,

“Ag a district, we're obviously interested in
student and staff safety,” Jupe said.

City water testing standards

City water testing is conducted anmually in St.
Helens and Scappoose by city staff and the re-
sults are publicized in constumer reports. Water
is tested at specific locations during each testing
cycle and the number of sites is determined by
the population served. The location of the test
sites are determined by certain criteria, accord-
ing to David Leeland, manager of drinking water
services for the Oregon Drinking Water Protee-
tion Program.

Homes built before 1985 that have copper
plumbing, lead service lines or lead soder at
plumbing joints are generally targeted first, Lee-
land explained.

However, none of those test sites include
school buildings. A survey of sehiool buildings in
both schoo! districts shows that at least 13 build-
ings were built before 1985.

While a specific test site might show no de-
tectable levels of lead or copper in the water,
when water with 2 certain actdity comes into
contact with older pipes, it can cause lead and
copper to leach into the water supply, meaning
the pipes and fixtures leading into buildings are

the cause of concern, not the water along, Lee-

1and explained.

Jupe expressed a similar sentiment.

“The issue is the water supply. The municipal
water supply may be clean and may be relatively
toude free, but in a large building and in an older
building, ... that clearly doesn’t guarantee that
what corzes out the other end of the tap is lead-
free” Jupe said.

Desplte acknowledging the concern that clean
city water doesn't necessarily mean clean water
in older school buildings, Jupe said the district
never thought it was necessary to test the water.

“Because this is really a concept that dide’t
oceur to ug, Ithink, and certainly didn't occur to
me until I suddenly realized some of these other
distriets — and 1 only realized it once there had
been big publicity about that - that they're find-
ing issues and they’re having issues, then we
shoultd find aut,” Jupe said

‘While the EPA requires public water systems

to regularly test water samples and provide con-
sumer confidence reports, Leeland explained
that school districts arent required to test
school sites specifically unless they have their
own water system, which roughly 100 schools in
Oregon do, he said.

Scappoose Adventist School, a private K-6 in
Celumbia County, is one of those schools. The
single-building K-6 school operates on & well
that also services the Scappoose Adventist
Chureh building. In December 2014, the school
reported lead levels of 30 parts per billion in one
faucet, which was the result of faulty testing
methods.

Sauvie Island Academy alse operates on a pri-
vate well and has its water systems tested regu-
tarly. The most recent test in July 2014 indicated
Ievels of 2.9 parts per billion, significantly below
the EPA action level

Dangers of high leadin water and what to do

According to the EPA, high levels of exposure
to lead can cause, “damage to the brain, red
blood cells, and kidneys [and] exposure to even
Tow levels of lead cap cause low IQ, hearing im-
pairment, reduced attention span, and poor
classroom performance.”

Leeland gaid he recommends Aushing water
systems in buildings or homes built before 1985
when the water has been sitting stagnant for a
long period of time. Letting coel water run
through the pipes before consuming it, he said,
can help flush out stagoant water that may have
3 higher concentration of lead in it due to pro-
Jonged exposure.

Public commugication to come

Both schoal districts said they have not taken
any additional precautionary measures to pre-
vent students or staff from drinking water at the
schools and will likely wait for fest resilts bé- |
fore taking action.

Records of the water testing results in the St.
Helens School District are expected to be posted
on the district’s website by the end of the week,
Stockwell said. In Scappoose, Jupe said he plans
to distribute information to parents within in
the next fuw weeks,

On Wednesday, the Oregon Health Authority
and the Oregor Department of Education re-
leased a recommendation for school districts
across the state to test for fead in their water
systems over the summer. The agencies an-
nounced they will work with school districts and

~

T

day care facilities over the summer to develop 2
statewide plan to test water.

There is no requirement, however, for dis-
tricts to comply with the recommendation, and
no state funding has been allocated to testing

costs. Sy Lo ;
i ]
} i !

\\ ,
TLead found in

water at

i

two Gresham schools

Early tests show issues at Powell Valley

Middle,

By TERESA CARSON
The Outlgok

Tests of water in two of
the 18 schools in The Gresh-
am-Barlow Schoo] district
showed potentially elevated
Ievels of lead, and the water
will be tested again, the dis-
triet announced.

Three fixtures at Powell Val-
ley Elementary School and five
at Dexter McCarty Middle
$chool showing higher than rec-
ommended levels of lead will le
retested, the district said. Volun-

The distriet dectined to pro-
vide specific nunhers for the

eight problem spigots.
“We wiil release this infor-

mation once we have the daia

more likely to have jead issues.
from all of 18 ef our schools for

0 testing water

and three of them in the

reading inlervention classroom

At Powell Valley, built In
1963, the district tested 29 fix-

being used uniil 1he probiems

ict als

*
ution in stugnant

a two-step process
ample lest shows

ds d

sting drinking water

Z

ead testing. Under thal pro-

Le:

that starts with sample-testing

forl

toeol,

fuality is

lead acewmmnul
- waier. If the s

Reyno

®
@

E&ge Al

In Easl Multnomal Counly,
Reynolds School District is also

clally vulnérable.

From

Lea

Dexter McCarty Elementary

tary tests at other schools re-
turned no worrisome results,
Schools across the metropoli-
tan area are testing water for
lead after a firestorm erupted in
Portland when it was revealed
that Portland Public Schools
had found high levels of Iead in
water in several scheals and did
not inform parents or staff or
shut down the water sources.
High levels of lead'in the body
tan cause neurological preb-
lems, ang owc&mﬁ are espe-

See LEjD / Page &5

]

‘The district said it will pest

1his first set of {esting,” Athe-
na Vadnais, director ol com-
munieaiions and colmmunity
cngagemenl said in an email.

waler testing results for alf
schools at gresham.k12.or.us,

as they besome available, -~/

and the kitchen had higivlevels
af lead. At Dexler MeCarty,
Pipes in older Luitdings are

built in 1968, 19 fixtares wera

tested. Five fixtures in room 35,
a specizl edacation classroom;
room 27, 2 funclional skills
classroom; and the kitchen
were above 15 parts per bitlion.
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able. Cerdennial tested several

Gresham-Barlow said it s fol-
lowing guidance from the Envi-

volunlarily festing (e waterinall  potemtial eleval
ronmental Protection Agen

* of its schools and will announee
months ago aud fotwnd no eleval-
edleveds of lead in any building.

resulls as soon as Lhey are a)
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 David Douglas lead testing

By Talia Richman
The Oregonian/OregonLive
Once the test results arzived
in Krista Dermis' mailbox, the
David Douglas School District
parent pored over them late
into the night, 744-7
Eleven of the district’s
buildings showed water with
fead higher than federal stan-
dards, according to samples
from the 2013-14 school year.
Dennis and other mem-
bers of a citizens commit-
tee had asked for the testing
after learning the east Port-
land district — which serves
nearly 11,000 students — last
checked its water in 2001,
Affected water sowrces were
immediately shut offand bot-
tled water braught in for some
schools. Eventually, some
schoois had pipes replaced,

“They were oi it as soon as
they knew;” said Dennis, the
mother of a second-grader at
Eas} Boyles Elementary and
Facilitator of the school's Par-
ents United Gronp,

Butwhile Dennis receiveda
copy of results starting in 2013,
many David Douglas parents
had no idea their children had
potentially been exposed to
unsafe levels of lead. At least
not until this month.

After outcry over lead
at Portland Public Schools
pushed theissueinto thespot-
light, David Douglasreleased a
statement on its website June

2 detailing lead levels and the
steps the diskrict has taken to
address them starting in 2013,
The distyict later published
testresults foreach schoolina
news release and posted them
on Facebook and Twitter on

Tuesday. It marked the dis-
trict’s first community “mass
adert” spokesman Dan MeGue
said. And it came just after
The Dregoniary/OregonLive
contacted David Douglas and
other local districts to ask
abotit lead testing.

Anne Bedney, whose son
is a freshman at David Boug-
las High School, said Wednes-
day she is “angry and utterly
disappointed” she wasn't told
sooneL lersonattended mid-
dle school at Alice Gtt, where
1estsin 2013 and 2014 revealed
lead levels as high as 36 paris
per billion. The federal action
Ievelis 15 parts per billion.

“Lead is an obvious hazard
toXids' developing brains, and
asa parent, that’'s something 1
need to know rightaway,” said
Bedney, who plans to have her
son tested this weekend. “It’s
upseting to know that this
had taken place while he was
there and that 1didn't find out
about it until Monday”

Problem fixtures

While some parents
thanked the distgict for its
transparency, the resuits have
raised fresh concerns.

At North Powelthursy
School, which is used as a
child care facility, one kitchen
sink still in use showed Jead
levels exceeding 2,000 parts
per billion in January 2014.
instead of shutting off the fix-
tuze, the district hasinstructed
staif to run water through, it
for one minute in the morn-
ing before use, in accordance
with U.5, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency standards.
Officials made that decision

Portland, OR
(Mulinomah Co.}
The Oregowian
{Circ. D. 247833}
Jull 1120

Allen's P.C.B. Est. 1888

{Circ.

Vancouver school .

School district officials say tests of drinking water at
Image Elementary in Vanceuver have found elevated lead

fevels, -

Evergreen School District officials said Thursday the
levels range from 20 to 5 parts per billion, which is higher
ihan state standards at 20 parts per billion and the federal

limit of 15 parts per billion,

Drinking fountains at the school have been shut off and

bottled water will be provided. Testing is underway at all the
schools inthe district and a second round of more stri
testing is happening at Image.

- Because elevated lead leveis may be in pipes or
fixtures installed before 2001, the district as a precaution
is providing hottfed water to the following elementary
schools built before that date: Burnt Bridge Creek, Burlon,
Eflsworth, Fircrest, Fisher's Landing, Harmony, Hearthwood,
{flzhae, Marrion, Mill Plain, Pioneer, Riverview, Sifton, Silver

Star and 5unset.

aftera follow-up sample—col-
lected after cold water was run
through the fixtare - showed
just 12 parts per billion. ‘The
sink is used only by staff,
who've been given instruc-
tions, a spokesman said, Signs
havealso been posted.

The district alsc couldi’t
documeni steps it has taken
to address problem fixiures.

Lead levels from two fix-
tutes at Gilbert Park Elemen-
tary that tested at 35 and
17 parts per billion in 2013
dropped to 10 parts per bil-
tion after new samples were
taken in May, The new resuits
prompted officials 10 restore
access to the fixtures, one of

which is in the cafeteria.

Asked toexplain those find-

ings, McCue wrotein an email
that officials couldn't find
paperwork detailing repairs
but that officials were “pretty

P
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Grants Pass to testle

all but two schools within the
district were testedin 2014-

The two remaining sites axe
scheduled for testing in surmmer

By Alex Madison

Granls

On

pass Dally Courier  744-7

the heels of elevated lead

completed,

The testing is mostly volun-
tary. Accarding to the Czegon
Health Authority, schoals and
child care programs arenct sub-

—Associaled Press

sure” the fixtures had been
replaced.

“We had a former plumber
who went around replac-
ing fixtures, but who unfor-
tunately did not always
complete the work caders?®
McCue wrote, “But it’s really
the oniy possible explanation
for why, when retested, they
are now safe touse”

Results and remedies

McCue said notices about
lesting in 2013 and 2014 were
sent to school board mem-
bers, district employees and
administrators. But parents
were not ersailed when the
results came in.

“I don't think there’s an
expectation that schools do
a mass communijcation,”
he said. McCue said in a
later email the district was
“fociised on conducting the

ingent -

tests, remediating any prob-
lems and putting into place
lenger tesm solutions”
“Atnotimedid anyone even
suggest keeping this infor-
mation from anyone. Keep
in mind this was tiree years
before any of this was even
being talked about” hewrote,
alluding to attention on the
issue foliowing the water crisis
in Flint, Michigan. “Therewas
neintent to hide anything; we
just didiet think to do it
Nothing in state or federal
jaw requires schools to test
drinking water for fead, share
testresulisor even takeaction
— something state lawmakers
are now looking to change.
Denuis said she isi't sure
if David Douglas should have
handled things differently.
“I’s hard to say if parents
should have been notified.
There are a lot of numbers
aitached to these tests that
create confusion,” she said,
“As parent, [want to say yes,
bust it also wouldve caused &
lot more confiision and prob-
lems. ... Ifanybody had asked,
they wouid've beenable to Jet
them know, but until Pertland
Pubiic’s numbers came cut,
nobedy really paid attention

Had parents asked her
about the resuits, Dennis said
she would have shared them,

“Nobody has asked me why
they weren't notified” she
said. "They were mote con-
cerned with, is it safe to drink
now?”!

In the newly released data
from the 2013-14 school year,
high lead levels turned up at
Cherry Park Elementary, Earl
Boyles Elementary, Gilbert

from 2013-14 just released

Heights Elementary, Gilbert
Park Elementary, Menlo Park
Elementary, West Powellnrst
Elementary, Venttura Park Ele-
mentary, North Powelihurst,
Alice Ott Midgle Schagl, Lin-
coln Park Elementary and
David Douglas High School.
Some schiools had only one

or two affected fixtures that
were immediately tumed off,
McCue said. Four of the more
heavily affected sites — Menic
Park, Chercy Park, Ventura

Park and the south campus of
David Bouglas Righ School —
were re-piped in the summer
of 2015. Repiping efforts have
costalmast $1.5 miliion.

Five sites breughtinbottled
water after uming off several
affected fixtures, Three were
ameng the baildings that
eventually received new pip-
ing. The other two, Gilbert
Fark and North Powelikurst,
still provide bettled water.

A district cominittee in
charge ofrecommending how
bond money is spent met this
week and discussed using
some of the about $2 million
in remaining fiznds to Jook
into re-piping at North Pow-
ellhurst and Gilbert Park,

“Getting our pipes in order
and taking care of any lead
problems is the highest pri-
ofity;” said committee chair-
man Mike Ewald, noting
the comunitlee will present
the recommendation to the

school board on Thursday.
“Everyone understands the
seriousness of getling our
pipes fixed”
.
trichman@cregonian.com
503-221-8217; @TiiRichman

I

2017,

ad levels in schools

The governor's directive
includes the participation of l.he
Oregon Department of EdL_Icahe_n x
and the OHA, Both agencies will
work collaboratively with schoot
districts and child care programs

Levels found i Portiand schoels,
the Grans Pass School Districtis
working with the state-certified
(Granls Pass WaterLabiotest the
district’swater. )

Sarmples from every schoolin
the district were collected and
lab results areexpected toarrive
pextweek.

Pecausecfissues andconcerns
in the Portland atea, we thought
it was prudent to do testing at all
schools and are in the process
of doing that now,” Sharry Ely,
business director for the Grants
pass Schaol District, teld the
Daily Courier o1 Thwsday- fly
sald periodic testing was con-
cucted in the past If aparent or
staff ember iad concerns and

thatevery test was foundtobein
compliance with Envireumen-

il state require- nec
m:xse ?1!11 ?:;ling. We've got  totest drinking water ;:{ﬁr thf
established wells thathavebeen  sumimer. The a.genm?ls[ ) u‘:jt:al
od on a regular basis for vide information and tec

ject to testing untess a school
district mainiains its ownwater
supply. For schools sncfl: as oot
¢ water from
G(anl%‘ a:f:r nal';xicmunitywaker years,” Holines said, #The tests 5uEp:‘riLi @ meurotoxin which
Source ?he decision Lo test for have always come back w'ell hﬂ?jx e ey usceptl-
T;lu;g;h rapper istef entirely to within the EPA 1evels‘;:.:\.:l ;: g}e e s doscr
i nevet had any concernbas ; bsorb
mﬁsc'hm}tdi:]u:;;sclaisdwoldis- anytestthathave everbeenrun”  metals aé) luEgh:; liz;l:s 1:::1-; :;) . :r
: Tt is;:!l:g Diell where they test, About 20 years ago, 8 han_dful Thet d[“', gedn e e aFthe a
mdsf( . th + and what they ofschools within the ThreeRivers  zepor EP Wednos ey O anoals
lc}u‘\:ritlE&::EsI;rgs'ults weaidRobb  district were above EPA lead senior e;-jwas o lenee
o with jcationsdirector Jevels of 15 parts per billion, Now, TOALAE D eats
o e all schoolsareinaccordance with becauseu_ﬁ;sz; cle kY
fm;}?ﬂHt‘:nll the Grants Pass EPAlesdandcopper Levels, many T\usil:vcer]as eizedl anspot o
1 Di: h:".i::tsourcesitswater comming i at 0.00 mg/L. od o e testing
Schnﬂlesi §Grants Passwith ~ The OHA reports that mest  The lmmter T s
f-{nm ect?é: of Souih Middle Oregon schools an:i c_hlldcare i:]?u'o\f;iaaﬂ;lahoutme A
s )inxfeﬁllen Dale Elementary  programs getthelr drinking walet ; deru B ationts.
gﬁd?{gciwmdﬂememnw,where from municipat or comimuanity  ofdin

i i ool district
hichregularly  Also t;:us week, s
eaker s sourced from private K:Eﬁ::t{'asrt:;‘;;e‘cviﬁc nu.mgb“:[s of officialsinthe Portland suburbof

aid clevated lead levels
copper standards. N jvate In Apr Tegon - N P 3
Rgthec;rantsPaSSWaieILab. ::g;{ss;u;ﬁ:;fégﬁ:dﬁzﬁld Bmwni];su:zdadireﬂ.iveiere\new recent Arinking water tesis

ane water collection test costs waterqualityinschiools aRerele-

Tisare tested every threo years foundin — Reaclveporter Alex Madison
. samnples can be collected Wel e a ted levels o teadwerefoun P ]
:ﬁ‘erhy the fab or sehool dis- %er ffdlg:sa:;;i:}_aanhns a the r::fqzwalersnmces atPortland  at S41-474-37180r amadison@
ranits Pass .

tricts themselves. Grauts Pass According to Three Rivers PublicScImn]s.includinEahmd' thedailycourier-cam.

callected itssamples. Test resuits gugerintendent David Holmes,  fulf drinking founiains. I

take about lliree tofivedaystabe
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"Local school dist

ptained Superintendent Boyd Keyser,
adding, “We are planuing to expand
the places we gather our sanples
from and inejude thern in our regelar

ijaie@idejction

‘prompted ly lead found
it quﬂandschwls’ water

safe to drink, tests show

Résults fall below FPA'
action level for lead

A
By ELIZABETIE KELLAR V] -
‘The Post

While ether Pertland-area sechool
districts grapple with how to handie
the reeent discovery of etevated lead
levels in thelr drinking walter, the Ore-
gon Trail Sehool District announced
Tast week that test results from early
June sliow all of its school Toeations
are far below the Environntental Pro-
teetion Ageney’s aclion level.

+ Tiistrict spokesperson Julia Menteith
said the district did nel anticipale any
probiems wilk ihe water, but chose to
have [ lested to calm communiiy con-
cerns. :

* “We wanled to mitigate any fears,”

collection process.”

The federal Environmental Protec-

Monteith said.

The EPA's lead zeiion level is 15 parts
per biflion, or 15 ppb. Firwoad and Naas
elementary schools and Sandy Bigh
Yehool ali had pH levels at 7.24, indicating
that their water was within the normal
balance range and not considered corro-
sive. Lead is most likely ta enter drinking
water through the deterioralion of pipes.
For thal reason, those schocis were not
tested.

Here’s how each of the athers schools
tested: .

B Weiches Flementary School: 1.4 ppb

B Welches Middle Scliosl: 04 pph

& Sandy Grade Sehool: 1.6 pph -

R Cedar Ridge Middle School: 1.8 pph

B Pioncer Buiiding, current site of the
Blended Learning Cenler: 18 ppb

3 Boring Middle Schon); 1.2710.7 ppb, test-
ed June 6, 2016

B Kelsoe Blemenlary School: None detect-
td, tested June 17, 2014 ;

safe water in school is our top prioyi-
ty. We need to know the extent of this
problem new. If school digiricts lack
the funds to immediately test forlead b
contamination, the Lepgislature’s

Emergency Board must be ready to  areas,
step in and make sure ali studenis chinglocal

Ve

“We wanted to mitigate any
fears.”

— District spokesperson Julia Honteith

B Oregon Trail Academy: None detected-1
pph, tested May 28, 2015

The test resulis from Boring Middle
Sehool, Ketso Elemenlary School and Or-
egen Trait Acadeny ave shown as a range
because they are the three schools in the
district that draw their water from wells.
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Various areas wilhin the school are fest-

eil. Also, e well schoels are en mandat-
ed festing cycles.

Al.louli 10 yenrs ago, Boring Middle
Scheot insialled a neatradizing syslem to
raise the pl levels, Mentzith noted. .

ricts test drinkin

of urgency.

St. Paul:School District Superinten-
dent Joe Wehrli said the district will
e tesling its water this summer.

whe district will test food service
drinking fountain and ice ma-
ions,” he said. “The district

g water

dents in north Marion County huve:{
ol had to be given water bolties for.
drinking water, as has heen done I
Portland schools. [
Portland Public Schools has turned;
off water to all its elementary schools)
and stacked cases of botiled water in!
the buildings for children and staff. i

By Lindsay Keeft ; tion Ageney says lead in water great-
e independel J'f - er than 16 parts per billion is danger- have safe drinking water as sooi as will be collecling samples for the lab
: - . ote. Iy somie cases, according to me- possible.” to process following Lheir collecticn The Portland district also has hired}
The testing doesn't appear to be technique recommendations.” portland law fictn Stofl Berne o Inf
In Woodhurn, Superintendeni vestigate the distriet's systemic re-

dia reports, wafer iested al Portland

cost-prohibitive for smaiter districts

sponse to jead in the water and com]
)

sehiools excecded that level. Lead can
cause long-teyms health problems in
children and adults, Many school
buildisgs — and other public facilities
— eonsteucted before fhe late 1970s

Chuck Ransom said the disiriet will
definitely test ifs water this summer.
“portupately for Woodburn, be-

tike Kount Angel and St. Paul, which
gaidl the testing, depending on posi-
tive resuils, wilt only cost the disltict
$200 and $500, respectively. pause of {he renovations that are part
couid have water vanning through e have tested our buildings witly  of the bond projeets, we can continue
lead pipes. In some cases, buildings  vetail water test kits and vesnlts have  to work with our constiuction man-
continued to use the more durable come back good,” said Troy Stoops, ager and engineers during the proj-
1ead pipes well into the mid-1980s. Mount Angel School Disirlet superin- ects on any currently propesed and

The six legislative leaders — Sen- lendent. "\We are now taking the next additional plumbing upgrades,” he .
ale President Peter Cowriney, Serate  step of naving eight water samples pointed oul. Shasta Kearns Moore contributed fo :
Majority Leader Ginny Burdick, Sen-  from our scheols tested by Waterlab Gervais School Dislrict will also be this storyf. i
ate Republican Leader Ted Ferrioli, Corporation in Salem. We anticipate looking at testing its water, but Su- i
Speaker of the House Tina Kotek, spending less than $200 total for test- periutendentMattHenry was unclear '

House Majority Leader Jennifer Wil- ing if test results come back within  aa to how the distriet will approach
lizmson and House Repubiican Lead- acceptable ranges.” the process from now o e said the Lindsay Keefer covers the sinell citfes of

or Mike MclLane — issued the follow- He added that Waterlab is giving dialrict witl work closely with the city  north Marion County. She can be reacked
ing joint statement: sehinol districts a discount because of  in the coming weeks, 0 503-765-1193 or Ikeefer@wondburainde-

“Making sure students ate dvinking  the recent media coverage and level For the final days of schoo}, stu-  perdent.com. /

In the wak the discovery that
Portiand Public Schools had clevated
levels of lead in its water, Oregon leg-
islative leaders have united fo recom-
et 2l 197 districis throughout the
state lo test their drinking water for
lead contamination.

This includes locai districts, which
are already in the process of gelting
{heit water fested.

1n fact, Noril Marion School Dis-
trict is unusial in that it has what the
Oregon Health Authoviy calls a
“yon-iransient, non-community” wa-
ter supply, meanisg it has iis own
well.

“Recause we have our own munick
pal water systetn on campus we do
regular tesling of our water,” ex-

plete a personnel review. ;

Two staff members — Chief’ Operats}
ing Officer Tony Magliano and Senim’-;]
Manager for Health and Safety Andyy
Fridley — were placed on patd adminkj
istrative leave during the month-leng;
Investigation. : B
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School district to
be commended for
quick response

The Linceln County School District (LCSlD)
T e e may have overreacted recently, but we think

. 509—‘1 to teSt Watela | that was o good thing. 7447
at Its area schools

Last week School Distriel
Superintendent Rick Molitor
sent out a letter to inform par-
enis about what the distriel is
doing to ensure its water sup-
ply is safe,

“As we are all concetned
about lead in drinking water,
our district will follow the
guidanee provided by the Gre-
gon Departirent of Education
and the Oregon Health Author-
ity,” Melilor said,

Bleps flya distriet wili be tak-
ing include:

1. dentification of potential
sources of lead. Test all taps
used for drinking or feod prep-
aratien on seliool property to
identify any potential Iead

preblems.

“We witl follow {he Environ-
mental Prolection Ageney’s 3
Ts Revised Technical Guid-

Newport, OR
{Linceln o.)
i Newpert News Times

{Circ. 2xW. 7,011)

JUN 15 2016
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Recently, LCSD conducted tests on t!le wa-

ter at every schoal in the district, checking the

levels of lead, copper and bacteria. All .Df the

tests came back clean with the exception of
one site at one scioel — of 12 sources tested at

Yaquina View Elementary School'in Newport,

one water fountain showed a level of lead that
was above the acceptable levei established by
the Environmentai Protection Agency. It was,

however, below Lhe cap established by the Or-
egon Health Authority.

,»

ance to ensure thal samples for
lead are collected properly and
from the right places.

Samples will be sent to an
OHA-aceredited drinking wa-
ter laboratory for lead analy-
sis,"” Molitor said.

2. Stop access I lead is fouml.
If havmdul amounts of lead 2re
found, then aceess o water
tups will be shut off and acuess
denied.

3. Communieation of results.
‘The district will make the ye-
sults from tests for lead in wa-
ter available lo students, fan-
lies, and the collthenity as
quickly as possible,

4. Mitigatien and correction.
Replacement of any potential
source of {ead in -buitding
phuimbing will eecur as provig-
ed throug) the EPA 3Ts Guid-
ance.

With only one week of school left before
summer, LCSD opted to shat off all sources
of drinking water and instead bflng tanks of
drinking water into the school. "Every c.lass;
room received cups, and then a big contm?er,
said Yaquina View Principal Libba Sager, "Ev-
ery classroom, the office, the health room and
the cafeteria.’

Rich Relloni, director of LCSD support ser-
vices, said it made more sense to qvg:rrem:t
than to take any chances, We agree. 1t's inpos-
sible to determine whetler just one additional
week of exposure to that water would have
had any adverse health impacts on students
and staff, but the district’s prompt action was
a show of good faith and an indication they are
determined to quickly address the problem.

Free session on
-water testing info

“There’s nothing here that is sacred or se-
cret” Belloni said. “If we got a problem, we
got a problem. If we need to fix it, let’s fix it.
We're not burying anything” And these were
aot mere words. In fact, Belloni contacted the
News-Times shortly after learning of the test
results at Yaquina View, and he expressed a
desire to make the public mvare of the prob-

A free informational event
ou testing well water is being
held.June 21, spensored by Box
Tt Waler Analysis Laboratory
and the health department.

A session for real estale
agents will be from 12-1 AT
and the public session will be
from 6:30-7:3) p.m., both af Car-
ey Fosler Hall at the Crook
%01|nty Fairgrounds in Prinev-
ifle.

Representatives from the

Newport, CR
(Lincoln Ca.)
i Newport News Times
{Cire. ZxW. 7,011)
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YAQUINA VIEW

state well water agency will be
on hand to tell people how to
take a proper water sample for
testing.

Tesis are done for things
sueh as bacteria, nitrates, arse-
nie, fead and copper.

They wilt talk about the age
of a house and typas of pipes
used during that era.

For more information, call
Box R Water al 541-447-4911,

lemt and let pecple know what the district was
doing about it.

‘Fhis level of transparency is nice to sce. May-
be it comes as a response to heightened pubtic
awareness about this issue, gengratcd_by the
public health catastrophe in Flint, qu_::h., or
closer to hote, the problems Porl.land is hav-
ing with elevated lead levels. But in our book,
LCSD is to be commended for getting out
ahead of this.

Beltoni said they will be testing every faucet
at Yaquina View to find the source of the clevat-
ed lead level. 1f necessary, they will begin inves-
tigating water pipes. “If it’s bad, thet:‘ll we start
thinking about tearing the wall apart,” he said.

The fact the building will seon be vacated for
the summer will certainly help, and hopefully

it will prove to be a quick and easy fix.

—~ STEVE CARD

School investigating source of lead in sink’s water

BY CALLEY HAIR
Of the News-Times
Tdd-

NEWPOR1' — Every wa-
ter fountain at Yaquina View
Elementary will run dry (his
week while the Lincoln Coun-
ty School District investigates
the source of one sink’s bor-
derline lead concontration.

“Our whole deal is to exr on
the side of caution,” sajd Rich
Belloni, director of district
suppori services,

One of Yaguina View’s 312
surveyed sites contained a
questionable level of lead,
and the school shut off all
founiains and brought in
drinking water tanks for ev-
ery classroom, Betloni said.

“Every classraom recaived
cups, and then a big contain-
er;” said Yaquina View Princi-
pal Libba Sager. “livery class-
Toom, the office, the healih
1aom and tie caleteria”

With  schnal

latine  nut

for the summer on June 16,
it made more sense to over-
react than take any chances,
Belloni said,

“It's only a few days,” said
Belloni, adding that water
tanks were ulso installed ia
the gymnasium and teacher’s
lounge. “There was s1ill some
CORCerns, so we jusl went
aliead and did everyhody”

The school surveyed a to-
tal of 12 sinks and drinking
forntains for copper and lead
over two rounds of testing
May 13 and May 31,

The results revealed the
drinking fountain in Room 31
contzins 0.0182 mifligrams
per liter of lead, above the
federal action limit of 0,015
mg/L, the school discovered
late Wednesday, June 8.

Whether that amount js
actualiy over the limit, Sager
saitl, is a point of debate.

While the Enviromnental

.

Drotnatinn A~.

that drinking water in pub-
tic systems musl not swrpass
0.015 mgfL, the Oregon
Health Authority caps allow-
gble lead concentration in
schools at 0.020 mg/L.

After shulling off the sink
Thursday morning, June 9,
the school held a meeting
wilh teachers and adminis-
traters to determine the best
way forward,

The  district  initially
planned on providing water
tanks ealy to the classraom in
guestion, but changed course
when teachers encouraged an
overly cautious response (o
help allay pareat anxiety.

The largest concern, one
teacher peinled out in the
afterschool mecting Thurs-
day; was that the majority of
Yegquina Views classrooms
weren't randomily selected for
testing,

Clean, tested water foun-

Northeast hallway, cafeleria,
gitl's restronm, and roons
22, 26, and 40. Tested sinks
include these in roums 35,
40, 20 and 22.

Far the rest, the school can't
promise the water's safely.

“We believe it is, but we
can't guarantee that” Belloni
agreed. “We haven't tested
the other ones”

The gral was 1o be as trans-
parent with staff; students
and parents as possible, Bel-
loni told the reem of nearly
40 people at the meeting,

“There’s nothing here that
is sacred or seeret,” Balloni
said. “If we got a problem,
we got a problem. If we need
to fix i, let’s fix it. We're not
burying anything”

The school also held vohu-
tary Jead testing after school
on ‘faesday, June 14, Sager
said. As of press lime, the re-
sults of that testing had not

The water assessment was
part of a district-wide push
to gange water quality before
the summer, o cautionary
step to prevent the type of
high-profile Tapses currently
playing cut at Fartland Pub-
lic Schools, Belleni said.

Every other schosl in the
district tested six on-campus
sites for traces of copper and
lead, Yaguina View tested
twice as many due to an un-
related Norovirus breakout
in May that the school feared
might be spreading thrauglh
its water supply (it wasn't).

‘the lead in Yaguina View's
Room 31 showed the dis-
trict's sele viclation.

"Before schaol starts again,
we're going to test every fau-
cel in the school,” Belloni
said.

Isolated instances of lead
cropping up in otherwise
safe facilities arn wenatle a

Betloni said. The fixture in
Room 31 was fairly new, al-
though he’s nat rufing it out
a5 a possible cause of the
contamination.

Tracing the lead’s source
will invelve a pracess of trial
and error. The district since
replaced the sink fxlure in
qaestion, and will submit a
new sample for testing June
15. If the results, which Bel-
Ioni said take about 10 days
¢ receive, show that there’s
still an issue, his department
will statt investigating the
water pipes.

“If it’s bad, then we start
thinking about tearing the
wall apart” Belloni said,
“The gond news is it wil} be
the summer, so nobody wiil
be areund”

Contact reperter Calley
Hair at 541-265-8571 ext.
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School district to conduct
|lead testing

By April Sykes T}
Testing for lead has
been planned for all schools
in the Morrow County
School District, MCSD
Superintendent Dirk Dirk-
sen told the board at its
regular meeting in Heppner
Monday night.

Testing will begin at &
a.m. on Wednesday, jfune
22, at Hepprer Elementary
and Heppner High School.
Testing for A.C. Houghion
Elementary, Lirigon, Trrigon
Elementary, Iirigon High
School, Morrow Bducation
Center, Trrigon, the north
district office building, Sam

Boardman Elementary,
Windy River Elementary,
Boardman, and Riverside
High School, Boardman,
will get underway Thurs-
day, June 23, beginning at
6 a.m.

Dirksen said that re-
sults should be available a
week (o 10 days following
testing, Results will deter-
mine the action 1o be taken,
if any,

Awareness of lead con-
tamination was initiafly
prompted by news stories
of lead contamination in
Michigan. The Oregon De-
pariment of Education and

the Oregon Health Author-

ity, responding to Governor |

Kate Brown’s directive,

recently recommended that | -

alk schoot districts and child
care programs test drinking
water this summer as parf of
a statewide plan to reduce
student exposure to lead.
Also at the meeting,
the board, following a|
budget liearing, adopted
a $39,312,210 2016-17
budget and made appropria-
tions. Details are as follows:
General Fund: Instrac-
tion-§15,163,964, Sup-
-See SCHOOL DISTRICTY
BAGHFOUR

[

SCHOOL DISTRICT

-Continued from PAGE ONE
port Services-$9,443,939,
Debt Service-$270,000,
Transfers-$2,120,000,
Contingency-$0, To-
tal-$26,997,903; 8pecial
Revenue Fund: Instruc-
tion-$2,746,520, Sup-
port Services-§1,014,413,
Enterprise & Commu-
nity-$1,118,209, Cen-
tingency-$2,148,889,
Total-$7,028,033; Debt
Service Fund: Debt Ser-
viee-$2,597,185, Trans-
fers-$948,889, To-
tal-$3,546,074; Capital
Projects Fund: Support
Services-$611,823, Faciti-
ties Acqnisition-$908,177,
Total-$1,520,000; To-
tal Apprepriations, All
Funds-$39,092,010, To-
tal Unappropriated and
Reserve Amounts, All
Funds-3220,200,

The board also adopted
a resolution imposing the
tax at the rate of $4.0342
per $1,000 assessed value
for the perinanent tax rate,
$1.0000 per $1,000 as-
sessed value for the local
option tax and $375,000
for debt service on general
obligation bonds,

In other business, the
board:

-learned from Dirksen .

that the disirict has ordered
the foilowing ilems this
summer as a resit of tech
granis: 360 Chromebooks,
97 iPads, 13 Chroinebook
caris, four C{]u‘omebook

cabinets, three 70-inch TVs,
one 70-inch ActivPanel
Touch tv, twe 3-D printers,
onre classroom instruction
recording set, & Quadcopier
class kit, two virtual weld-
ers and camera equipment
for yearbook.

-approved a license
agreement with the Momow
County Unified Recreation
District. Ditksen commend-
ed MCURD for providing
extra-curricular celtural and
recreational activities for
district students and com-
munity evenis.

-learned from Dirk-
sen that the scheol district
enabled students io earn
1,816 college credits while
altending hipgh school [or
the 2015-16 school year.
He noted that the program
fias come a fong way since
initiating the program in
2011-12, during which siu-
dents earned 396 college
credils.

-heard from Ditksenthat
MCSD high school seniors
were awarded $1,458,000
in scholarships this year
as follows: Heppner High
School-$185,000, Irrigon
High School-§868,000,
Boardman High
Scheol-$405,000,

-heard a report from
Assistant Superintendent
George Mendoza and
Dirksen concerning eariy
education, specifically four-
year-olds, Dirksen said that

while Umatilla/Morrow
Headstart provides edu-
cational opportunities for
childsen based on firancial
data, the district wants “all
kids to have that opporiu-
nity.” Mendoza said that
while students entering
kindergarten in Morrow
County schocls test below
state and other school aver-
ages, data shows that they
have caught up or exceeded
averages by the third grade.

-approved a 10 cent
increase in lunch prices
as follows: elementa-
1y-$2.45-$2.55, junios/
senjor high-$2.70-$2.80,
adult lunch-$3.25-$3.35,
milk-.50 cents-.60 cents.
There were no price in-
creases for reduced price
lunches, elementary break-
fasts at $1.00, junior/senior
high schoo! brealcasts at
$1.25 and reduced price
breakfasts. The district
was required to increase
the prices by the “Healthy
Hunger-Free Foed Act” to
meet federal equity pricing
requireracnts and 4o offset
continuing increases in the
cost of food.

-learned of a work ses-
sion on school scourity
in August and anotker in
October. Divksen said that
the schools will be working
together with lew enforce-
ment so that “when issues
arise, we’re all on the same
page.”

/

-received the foilowing
enrollment report for June:
A.C. Houghton Elemen-
tary-273; Sam Boardman
Elementary-331, Heppner
Elementary-182; Irrigon
Elementary-18%, Wiady
River Elemenlary-219,
Heppoer Jr./Se. High
School-160, Trrigon Jo./St
High School-370, Riverside
Jr./Sr. High School-393,
Morrow Education Cen-
ter-50, Tolal-2,172. )

-approved the follow-
ing employment action
for June: Resigrations/
non-renewals-Shane Arndt,
RISHS head softball coach,
Katie Burfon, SBE first-
grade teacher until the end
of the 2015-16 school year,
Michael Cates, WRE/SBE
PE teacher, end of 2415-16
scheol year; Julie Escobe-
do, ITSHS high school as-
sistani cheerleading coach,
Tordan Mittelsdorf, RISHS
assistant softball coach,
Randal Olsen, SBE head
teacher, end of 2015-16
schoof year, Ken Thomp-
son, 1J5HS high school
assistant football coach,
Amy Wolters, HISHS ed
assistant, end of 2015-16
school year; Retirements-
Carol Wilson, end of 2015-
16 year; Employment/Pro-
motions/Transfers-Elvia
Ayala, Boardman schools
temporary summes custo-
dian, Devin Bailey, LISHS
junior high science teacher

!

2016-17, Ashley Beard,
RISHS junios high social
studies teacher 2016-17,
Julia Finch, SBE second
grade teacher 2006-17,
Kathuyn Jones, SBE first
grade teacher 2016-17, Jilt
Ledbetier, SBE head teach-
er 2016-17, Wendy McAl-
lister, RISHS library tech
2016-17, Richard Muoors,
WRE/SBE elementasry PE
teacher 2016-17, Rosa Nor-
wood, SBE head secretary
2016-17, Micheile Raible,
$83Y Title I teacher 2016-
17, Adriane Reodriguez,
ACH third grade teacher
2016-17, Ken Thompson,
Trrigon schools temporary
summer eustodian, Jil
Wiltiams, IISHS junior
high math teacher 2016-17,
Laura Winters, WRE ELD
teacher 2016-17, Tim Zach-
arias, 1JSHS high school
language arts teacher 201 6-
17, Exted duty coniracts-
Clair Costello, RISHS high
school head girls' basket-
ball coach, head baseball
coach 2016-17, Cindy
Dieter, RISHS assistant
cheerleading eoach 2016~
17, Loren Dieter, RISHS
high school assistanl foof-
batl coach 2016-17, David
Salas, HISHS high school
head boys' basketball coach
2016-17, Robert Saunders,
1J8HS high schooi assistant
footbali coach 2016-17,
-approved the first
reading of rescinded, new

!

or revised policies on the |
following: whistleblower,
sick timse, student fandrais- ~
ing activities, graduation
requircmenis, student ab-
sences and excuses, student
conduct, student discipline, -
prescriplion medications, -
staff complaints and identi- - -
ficationftalented and gified . ;
students.

-adopted the following
rescinded, new or revised
policies on the following:
jocal wellness program,
drug free workplace, as-
sessment program, public -
conduct on district property.

-adopled new, revised
or rescinded administra-
tive rules on reimbussable
school meals and milk pro-
geams, employee requests
for domestic viclence, ha-
ragsment, sexual assauit
or stalking leave, criminal - -
records checks-fingerprints,
bidding requirements.

-approved annual orga-
nizational details.

-held an executive ses-
sion concerning real estate. |

-heard the following
aNNOURCEMERLs: SUMer
school June 14-30; Oregon -~
School Board Association
sammer board conference
July 15-17; administra-
tion returns from sammer l
break Aug. |; 2016-17 staff 1
in-service Aug. 22-25; stu- "'
dents begin Aug. 29, next
board meeting, Heppner
Elementary School, Aug. 8. [+

M- |
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(%imty schools test for lead, copper

Darin Martins, a maintenance and custodial supervisorwith the Klamath County School District, takes a waier sample from a sink in a cafeteria kitchen
to test for tead and copper levels at Mazama High School on Wednesday,

City schools to follow with water tests at their facilities

and be ahead of the curve”
Darin Martins, KCSD main-
tenance and custodial super-
visor, said test results will be
available i three to four weeks,

water [or lead and copper after
By COURTNEY ANDERSON Porttand and surronnding areas

found their drinking water

H&M Staff Reporter
contaminated with lead.

Starting this weelk, the Klam- “Ir light of what happened in
ath County School Distzict is Portland, with the testing there
and around the state, we wanted

testing all :;chools; and facilities’
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do the same down here fo inake
sure the drinking water is safe for
all of our students,” KCSD Super-
intendent Greg Thede said.

“The results of testing will
drive our actions beyond that.
We are trying to be proactive
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MEN PHOTD BY KEVHEN. HUME
Darin Martins takes a water sample in the arse’s office to
1est forJead and copper levals at Mazama High Schoo!.
O ing lead piping or homes
| Tes lfrom Al that were constructed in
carly ‘80s late ‘90s with
! ) ccg;l)‘ir pipes. ;
\ qunesday morning, wherec).fs:\f :foﬁ;?lﬂ]lg\i
{Martins m]e.[ti; plastl; lead coming in contact
codn{alll:icr:‘ “? ‘;ra_:r tmm with water, nos specifically
aMa?:‘ma %Iig;lé:}lm:l schaols;’ Teavis said.
one of many (o be sent CORRGSIVE ACTION
to Spring Street Analyti- e
cal fnd I%Telson Labs g(:r Travis said many factars
sestin, contribute io corTosive
."Wg’lre a0l expeciin aclion on lead materials
to find an thi:p" Darign in the system that result in
Martins 5:4‘ ¥) .‘5\}8% just contaminating the watesz,
doing it for ouz own peace Some of those [aictors
of mind” 1ncludq alow pH, low
alkalinity, temperature,
HIGH RISK SITES' hardness and high con- ;
; ; _ duclivity.
Starting this sweek, Mar: Travio added that over

tins is faking five samples e
from each KCSD build- 30 years of monitoring
ing’s “high risk sites;” or and analysis of the <ity’s
where students and staff grc:iundwater SE““:ES
consume water from, such 4™ water quality s O:E
as kitchen sinks or drink- the c_hmkmg waler ranks
Jonw in those factors that

ing fountains. 2
i{amm identifies the could contyibute to lead
five sites, and places a “LJo Cugtalnmallor:i
not use” sign for at least ‘Our waler does not
have the characteristics

six hours and draws the
first samnple the next day,
“That watee sits in there

that would pose the risk
of leaching lead into the

P
aver a period of time, and water, Travis said.
if its caustic, it will eal The most recent water
sampiles collected at the

away at that icad;” Martins

said, “So your first draw soarces or wells and tested

is where you get your lead for lead contamination

contaminalion, We dont  indicated there i no

expect anything” detectable amount of lead
in the source water, Travis

The Lead and Copper 1ne v
Rute of the Safe Drinking  s#id in an email )
Water Act does not re- The Kiamath Falls City

Schools District also plans

quire public water systems
io specifically sample
schaols for Jead and cop-

to test schaols’ water for
lead and copper contami-

per contamination Randy nation. .
Travis, city of Klamaih KFCS Superintendent
Paul Hillyer said the

Falts water division man-
ager said.

The act sets specific
criteria to test sample
lacations with a high risk,
and schoels don't neces-

sarily fll in that categery
Travis said, dardnews.cont

Travis said they mainly  on Twitter @CAnder-

look for older rﬂmes us-  sonHN "9,{/({,_?—«

sampling starts on June
27. After a few weeks of
sampling, KFCS will re-
ceive results three to four
weeks later.
canderson@heral-
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Tests: Drinking water safe at Salem Heights

across the country began finding cle-

MoLLY LsmaH - 744-T

1 STATESMAN

I 61 SChOO]-S to be vated lead levels in school drinking wa-

Fourth ter

e Tyson teSted fOI‘ lead S IH begap lsug}plying bottled water to

e r alem Heights around the same time,

e s TRACY LOEW after an oid report indicating elevated,

e STATESMAR JOURNAL lead levels there surfaced.

T o e Concern about lead in drinldng water

e Students and staff at Salem Heights has been growing in light of the public

il E.lementary _Sciwul are backtodrinking health disaster in Flint, Michigan,

e from fouatains and faucets after tests  where a series of cost-culting measures

P for lead contamination came back clear. and mistakes caused the lead peisening

P The school was the fivst in a project  of an entire communigy.

e . to sample drinking watet in all 88 build- Lead can leach from older pipes and
ingsin theSalg:m-KemerSchnoEDlstrict fittings, especially if drinking water
that use municipal water — 61 schools  isn't treated to contrel corrosion.

;ti'nd 27 administrative and other facili- So far in Qregon, elevated fead levels
ies. . have been found in drinking water in
The district annopnced the plan June y
2, after other districts in Oregon and See LEAD, Page 4A ‘/
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he #lmost'daily reveliations aboui
tainted water at Portland Public
Schools and ihe adminisiration’s
spultering response is deeply
disturbing. . .
“The list of whal wé Ynow (3 ball-dozen ,
spligots inslde 4 couple schools tested..
high for lead this spring) is dwarfed by
unanswered guesiions: How long have of-
Fielels known about {lis prablens? Were
there other faucets that were replaced
carlier? Wi knew of this problem and

e when? And, of

OUROPIION s

A T didn't they tell

the parets of
children wlto might have been affected?

.+ Phe district's unwillingness to come:
clean is an affront not only to parents,
whose kids may have heen subjected Lo
high levels of lead, hut alse the taxpaying
public, which expects schoo) officials to
keep its students and staff safe.

Anid while the water issue js, under-
standably, making headlines, another
document — reperted in tuday’s Porliang
Tribune — I8 equally troubling.

‘As detailed by edueation repovter
Shasta Kearns Moore, a distrlet audit
committee will soon be reviewing a
damping risk assessment repoert that
puts the waler controversy in the larger
conext of a hureaucracy that is comniil-
ting wanagement malpractice.

It's not clear whether Carole Smith, ap-
proaching her ninth year as PPS superin-
tendent, wilt susvive this confroversy. But
if she does, the risk assessment report of-
fers her employer — the school board —a
wlear pumch list, a5 weli a2 8 traseline, to
meagure Progress.

Here are the highlights of the report,
prepazed hy TEW, a Lake Oswego-based
secounting firm, stripped of its measured

PPS must plug co

oy

O MILLION

mmunication lines

tone and careful wordsmithing.

W There s virluakty no accountabili-
ty whthin the school distvict. Adminis-
trators work in “silos” and don’t talk to
ane another, Principals operate their
schools like fiefdoms — which in some
cases is great, but in others s bad for sts1-
dents, parents and stafl. Principais need
1o have shared expeciations, clear trafn-
ing and accountabitity.

B 'The adminisiraiion is reactionary
and optimiste, not planning for the re-

alities of the futare, PPS needs to pul to-

gether a siralegic plan for operalions,
Dolster its raity-day fund while ibe econ-
omy is bovming, and come ap withacen-
tinuity plan. The school board recenlly
voted to acknowledge the reality of cli-
mate change it its lextbooks — will the

adutinislration do the same in ids poli-
cies?

B There is a culture of fear and un-
certainty al the district that hinders
problem-solving, True collaberations
¢an oecur only when information is
shared frechy. A qualified independent
auditor or ombudsman under the board
cfdireetors’ supervision would be a great
step toward accountability and complaint
resofution.

1t's up to the seven hoard members to
decide whether Stith is up to the fask of
{eading = balky hureaucracy through this
difticult to-do [ist. But the report notes
that they share responsibility for the dis-
triet's [aihsres. ¥our of the seven have
been on tie board less than a year and
some are reaciing to specific problems,

- raibief-thar setting goals for the adminis-

fration tv fo¥low.
As noted above, the board's eforts have
been rampered by broken COMMDLIRICA-

- Hong: Although the Office of Commuunity

Involvement and Puplic Affairs got com-
-patatively high marks (posing only 2
“moderate risk™), it is notorious for trying
to manage and resliict what the public
Kknows abowt public schoots i Portland.
PTS has long heen considered the mosl
hostile public agency to locat media — de-
taying responses (o public yeceords re-
quests or even simple answers Lo basic
quesfions.
As anews organization, we don't like it
But we're more coneerned by the increas-

..3ing evidence that the disirict aldo stones

walis paranis whe want to kaow whi T
their children are safe. S
o weelts ago, as Tevelations abotlt
lead in the drinking wator came to light,
tie Pamplin Media Group querled nearly
\wa dozen scheol districts outside of Port-
land about waler tests in their schools.
Virtually all of them responded within a
day und one of them — Tigard-Tualatin
Schaol District — noted that its most re-
vent lests were posted on its website
shortly after they came cut In October,

Cowmpare that (o PPS, where regiests
for information — whether from reporters
or parents-—are viewed as a call Lo obfus-
cale, rather than a chance Lo educate.

Parents, stakeholders and the media
are fed up with a tendency to ignore
questions, proposals and compiaints in
the hopes that {hey will go away.

Thie risk agsessment repart offers the
voard several steps to fake to get (he ud-
ministration aperating effectively. The
first sheuld be fo pull the plug on the
practice ef withholding public informa-
tiom,
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Drinking fountain,
kitchen sink not
regularly used by
students, district says

By JILLIAY DALEY
The Review

Two fixtures in {wo ol the
1.alce Oswego Sehaol Dis-
trier’s buildings have tested
postlive for lead levels that
the federal Environmental
Protection Agency classifies
as above the maximumnt eon-
tarnination limit, according
to a disirict-commissicned
reporl.

Neither of ihe fixtures are
regularly used by children, the
distriet gaid.

The report — which Tihe He-
view obtained June ¢ through a

Lake Oswego, OR
{Clackarras Co.)
Review
{Cir. W. 5,795)
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link on a community listsery
— said that a drinking fountain
in the Technelogy Building on
the Lake Oswege High School
campus and a hand-washing
sink in the Lake Oswego Junior
Righ Sehool kitehen hoth tesl-
ed positive for elevated levels
of lead.

The Technology Building
fountain, which is “rarely
nged” and located in a stalf de-
yelopmenl room, tested at 35
parts per billion for lead. The
sink in the LOJ idichen tested
at 34 paris per billion. The EPA
says lead levels in water great-
er than 15 parts per billion is
dangerous, and the agency rec-
cmmends outlets be laken out
of service at 20 ppb or higher,

Both sinks have been shut
off, the district said, and foilow-
up tests will be performed this
SUmMmer.

“As a precantionary mea-

sure, a newer, stainless-steel
drinking fountain in an adja-
cent study hall room {in the
Technology Building} has alse
been turned off,” the disiriel
said.

Scheol distriets tbroughout
the region are working to as-
suré parents that their waier is
gale in the wake of revelations
of high lead levels in Portland
Public Scheols. LOSE Commu-
nieativns Director Nancy Duin
told The Review on June 2 that
parents had calied and enzailed
aboui pofentisl lead issues, and
that the district had kired Alex-
in Analytical Laboratories to
perform tests oxn ai Jeast lwo
sinks and two water fountains
in every huilding.

Tests also were conducted
“in a representative classroom
if elassreoms in that sehool
have a sink uscd for getiing
drinking water," Duin said.

s elevated levels of lead

Most of these tests showed
1o detectable levels of lead, ac-
cording to the repert. But 14
fixtures Qid test at fevals be-
fween 2 ppb (the minimum re-
perting limit) and 12 pph, ghe
distriet said. The drinking
fountain with ibe highest level
of lead was found at the Lake
Grove Swim Park; it showed 7
ppb. Cther figtures with detect-
able lead tevels were used for
hiand washing and food prepa-
ration, the district said, or noi
at all.

Elevated levels of lead in
drinking waler can cause servi-
ous fiealth problems, including
stomach distress and brain
damage, and children are more
affecled by fow doses than
adults.

Contuci Jilliar Daley af 503-635-
1281 exd, 10% o7 jdoley@akeasweg-
GYEVieH,ODi.

Lead found in water

Small amount of Jead
found at Blossom
Gulch Elementary

NaNwaRD  T44-7
The World

COO0S BAY — A small amount
oflead has been found in the wa-
ter at a Coos Bay school,

Tests are being done again in
thedistrict after Jead was discov-
ered in schools in Portland and
Eugene recently, but so far the
lead being reported is still below
the “actionaide” level and only at
Blossom Guleh Elementary,

The district’s maintenance
director, Rick Roberts, said
the level of lead found in water
whete something must be done is
at 15 parts per billion {ppb). The
armount found at Blossom Gulch
is 2 pph.

That is significantly lower than
the lead found in Flint, Michi-
gan'’s, water, which came cut at
25 ppb, 100 ppb, and in cne cage
1,000 ppb.

“We started testing the wa-
ter in May,” Roberts said. “The
teachers at Blossom Guleh were
drinking bottled water, probably
because of what happened in
Flint, Michigan, and 1 heard the

funding for the bottled water was
ending so we wanted tolook at if
the water there was good?

The Iast time the Coos Bay
School District tested its wa-
ter was in 2002. Those resulls
showed ND, ot non detected, in
Blossom Guleh, Madison, Miili-
cama, Bunker Hill and Sunset.
Howaver, Milner Crest showed
the water at 3 ppb, Eastside at 8
ppb, and Chatleston at 17 ppb.
Both Charleston and Enstside are
no longer bejng used as schools.

“Chatleston was the only
school that came in over the ac-
tionable level back then,” Roberts
said, “The other tests showed

our schools considerably under
15 pph”

Roberts believes the ppb levels
are showing up above zero be-
cause the buildings are old, and
though the pipes are not made of
lead, Tead soldering was used on
the joints.

The other schools are being
tested over the summer, Roberts
is testing only two sites where
students can get water because
test fees aze $60. The district has
around 157 sites where children
can get water, or that district
employees use to cook, and if

Candan, OR
(Gilliam Co.}
Times-Journal
[Circ. W. 1,500)
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each site was tested it would cost
just under $10,000,

“The Oregon Department of
Education is working with the
Oregon Health Departinent to
provide technical assistance if the
districts need it, and are encour~
aging everyone to test” Roberts
said. “At this point, based on our

‘resulls here and therecent results
from Blossom Gulch, the schools
being operated today are wayun-
der the centainment ppb?

School board ehairman James
Martin said the distriel will re-
main proactive whenever any
potential concern comes tolight,
either national or jocal, ang will

make sure everything is done so
that the schoels remain a healthy
place for kids,

“0Our facilities director is on
top of this” Martin: said, “and
fortunately this has come up at
the beginning of summer so we
can look at the issue. If there is
a problem, we have tine to come
up with sofutions and fix it”

The MNorth Bend School Dis-
triet’s inaintenance supervisor,
Mark Koeche3, said the water has
never been tested. However, the
distriet is starting testing now.

"Our buildings have copper
pipes and brazed joints” he satd,
“Tdon't thivk our tests witl show
we have lead in our water?”

The EPA reported that a dose
of lead that would have ljttle
effect on an adult can poten-

tially have significant effect ona
child.

“In children, low levels of ex-
posure have been linked to dam-
age to the centzal and paripheral
neryous system, learning disabil-
ittes, shorter statue, impaired
hearing, and impaired forina-
tion and function of blood cells?
the EPA wrote on their website,
Eoing on to stats thal It can also
cause hyperactivity and anemia.
In: adults it an cause cardiovas-
cular effects, among other health
problems.

Both school districts witl an-
rounce new test results this
summet,

Tasting is anticipated to be fin-
ished sometime text week.

"We just have fo wait on the
labs;” Roberts said, 744-7

————
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/éresham- '
‘Barlow

finds lead
1{? %{tef at
10 schools

Ten other schools show
no problems in testing

By TERESA CANSON
The Outiook

Greshani-Barlow School Dis-
trict finisher the first round of
voluntary fesilng fot lead in the -
waler and fonnd 28 spigols with
polenilally cievaled Sevels of Tead
in 10 sehools.

Fen schools showed no probiem-
atie results, the district testing
showed. *

Seligels across the metrepotitan
area are testing water for lead after
awaveol
publiceut-
eryinPorl- Gresham-Barlow
e gaid it s folowing
ported that - guidanice from the

Portland N
bortind  Environmental

schools  Protection Agency
fiad found for testing the
offeadin  Wter

waterin

several

sclrools and did net inform parenis
or staff or shut down the waler
seurces.

- Blevated lovels of lead in the body
can cause neurclogieal and learning
probiems, ad chifdren are especial-
ly vulzerable.

Gresham-Barlow said it is follow-
g guidance fromn the Environiaei-
tal Protection Agency for testing the
water. Under thai protocol, testing
driniing water guality is a two-step
process that starts with sample 1esl-
ing lead accumuslation in stagnant
water.

1f {he initiat {est shows polentially
elevated levels of lead — gbove 15
paris per biltich — those fodures are
immediately shut off. The fixtures
then underga 2 follow-up test. The
district said the problematic fixtures
will remain shut off urtil lhey are
lixed. Other sources of water are be-
ing used unlil ihe problems are re-
solved.

The district has not yet disclosed
the actunl levels of lead in the water
tested.

In East Multwomal: County, Reyn-
olds Schooel District is alse voluniati-
ly lesting the water i ali of its
sehools and likely will anneumee re-
sults &t the ead of June. Centensial
lested several months ago and feund
no elevated levels of tead In any
Dbuilding.

Greshani-Bariow posted the lasl
set of resulls, Wednesday, Junre 15,
which showed no problem waler
scurces af Lewls andl Clark Montes-
seri, A charier school, Deep Creek-

Damascus K-8, West Orient Middie
Scheel o Gresham High Sn;;uul.

R e )

Sea LEAD / Page AS

posted online

From Page Al

The results, released Tussday, Jutie 14,
show three potential problem water
sources ol of the 26 (ested al Barlow
High School. Those spigots were in the
main office, the basebal} field and 1le
chiid care buitding. There was one poten-
tially contaminated water source, in the
facully room, ot of the 23 tested at Gor-
don Russell Middle School. Hogan Cedars
Elemeniary Schoal, Springwater Trail
High Sehool angd Cenler for Advanced
Learning ail had no problen: samples.

In earlicr iesting, a iepcher workroom
at Clear Creek Middle School showed po-
lentially elevaled levels of lead. The other
38 waler fixlures tested revealed no wor-
risoe results.

Theee foumtains and faucels of the 24
{ested al East Orient Elemertury School
found pessibly elevated ievels of lead. The
potential problems were in a kindergar-
ten and {irsi grade classroom and next to
a grade 4/5 classroom.

At Hall Elementary Selwool, two san-
pies of 18 showed possible lrigh level of
learl. These were in a storage room and
the kilchen.

Highland Elementary School had two
problens spigols — one in the health room
and anpther classreom — out of the 33
tested. The kitchen at North Gresham El-
emenfary Schoot was the only guestion-
able water source out of the 33 tested.

In the firsl reund of resulis, the district
sald none of the samples East Gresham.
West Gresham ar Kelly Creelk elementary
sehools had elevaled levels of lead, Powell
Valley Flementary Schooi had three gies-
tionable samples and Dexler MeCarty
Midcle Schaot had five.

The dislrict posted the results for the
water testing at all schools on the distviet
web site, greshim kizorus, Pavents and
stall were notified by several methods
and notifications were {ranslated into
olher lsnguages. .

Lead poisoning cani: cause brain dans-
age, lower intelligence, behavior and
learning problems and hyperactivity, ac-
cording to the Oregon Heailh Authorily.
Exeept in severe vases, people rarely have
neticeable symploms. The only way Lo
know i there is a problemn is a blood test.

Despite the recent concerns over lead
in water, exposnre to dirst from lead paint
is the most comtion way people come in
contact with lead, according to the OHA.
Portlasul Public Schiools is alse under fire
for ol fetting the public know about tead
paint at schools, Lead has alse been found
in seme children's toys or jewelry.

o information shout the health effects
of lead and how 10 check for lead jn your
home, visit the Multnoufal County Health
Department’s website: wywivleadiine.org.
i you have questions, eall the Multnomah
Counly Lead Hotline at 503-588-4006, Mon-
day through Friday, from 8:30 am. t¢ §
L OF email }eadllne@/mtilj (L\? 1
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Mac

schools
testing
for lead

By STARLA POINTER
Of the News-Register  Td4-7

McMinnville School Dis-
trict has begun testing more
than 700 water sources for
iead, which can pose seri-
ous health risks even in very
small concentrations, cspe-
cially for children,

Workers are 1sking sam-
ples from every drinking
founlain and faucet used
for hand or food washing,
according 1o Director of
Facilitics Pete Keeran.

He and Seperintendent
Muaryalice Russeli termed
the sampling & precaution-
ary measure, They haven't
received any repods of lead
problems, they said, but the
district encompasses some
older buildings that could
pose a risk.

1f any of the tesls register
positive, Russcll said, “We
will have a plan to remedy
thal™

y traces

ght parts per
f any samples test

potable warer
inte the schools

Water & Light said water
Y does not contain am

owing
positive, Keenan gaid, it will
be atributable o fitings,
pans ar soider joints744-

Agriculture recommends lead

concentration in
be limited to ef
million er less,

of lead,

's been siming in
s for eight to

TS

ples will be sent to

ge Labs in Wilsonville, the
same firm McMinnville Water
& Light uses, Keenan said,

id workers will be collect-
‘The lab has

g water that”

ples from the 1914 Adams
The sam

Scheel building last weskend.
18 hours, long enough lorit g
pick up containments, if an

sai
are present, he said.

gestion of Joose  pipes or fixty
cause

Lead can hinder brain Ed
and

Long-term exposure to lead in
development

paint chips or contaminated
air or water— can lead to seri-
ous health problems. Children

2 state-ordered switch in water
are especially vulnerable.

sotreing.

Flint, Michigan, as a result of

— through in;

concern,

. Lead has been discovered
in the water at several schoals
in the Portland area, That has

stred  statewide
leading Gov. Kate Brown o

Continued from Al
urge all districts in the state to
cornmission tests,

Lead

ple.
peted for

Portland, OR
(Multnoraah Co)
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hool watel
being tested

No elevaled levels reporied; round of testing in 200:
showed ho serious problerns

Lab workers are {esting water at Catholic schools i
western Oregon 1o make sure lead l?veis are safe. N
problems have vet been reported, b

‘The testing, ordered by the Archidiceese of Por
land, began soon after studie
%; showed unsafe ievels of th

%, heavy matal coming frox
%, fixtures ab two Porilan
- public schoots. The arck
% diocese has hired a con

pany {o survey thews

Y, teratall of its schoals

. o more than 80 of them

We are definilely jumping on this as fast as nossible,

says David Renshaw, spokesman for lhe archdiocese
“We wanied to get oul front.”

Older pipes containing lead can corrods, aliowim
the metal to enter drinking water. Lead exposure cal
cause coghitive delays and other problems, especialls
i children. FPublic sehools in Gresham found elevate
levels last week,

The last rownd of tesling in western Qregon Catholis
schaols eame in 2602 and shiowed na slghificant con
lzmination.

“Minor itents were taken care of intmediaiely then,’
Renshaw says. '
'l‘h(_s current round of testing will cover the whole
archdiocase and is being paid for by the archdiocese's
insurance plan.

Sphuo}s are not under government mandate to in-
vestigale water. Renshaw says the testing is a natural
and precautionary act taken out of care and concern
for students and slaff.

He says he is not aware of any students who have
had problems,

OnJune 2, Jesuil High School’s principal Paul Hogan
sent a letter to famites saying that tests taken at fhe

e testing of 745 samples ar

Testing runs $20 a sam
The 1.5, Department of a cost of fust ander $13,000.

he district has bud,

the

eadaches, aceording to the prontised results Ty
within 10 days,

Keenan, who drew 55 sam-

behavior problems, ancmia,

bt

@ national issue, driven by website KidsHealth,

also  become
severe problems arising in

Lead has

sehool in Mareh 2014 showed no elovated lead lovels.
"We will continue fo conduct regular tests an our
waler syslems (o ensure the safety of our studenls, stafT,
and guests to campus,” Hogan wrote. '
Jolin: Garrow, principal of Central Cathalic, says
the 77-year-ald schaol in Southeast Portiand showed
no elevaied levels in 2002 and had updated its phunh-
ing to coppor pipes at about that time. He sent notes fo
pargnts abaut the situation, saying he expects current
testing (o confiiin that Central Calliolic water is safe,

— Rd Tannlaic
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Test the lead levels in
school drinking water

iven the news from Port-
G land Public Schools P;)r]lzi
dislricts in  Eugene and
Beaverton, it’s no wonder the Ore-
gonn Department of Education and
Oregon Health Autherity want
every school in the state tested
for lead ir: the water this summer
Nor is it surprising that lawnials
ers from both major parties are
calling on (ke Legisiature’s Emer-
genecy Board to come up with the
money 1o foot the bill.
Above-normal lead levels were
found in water at 51 Portland
schocls this spring, though par-
ents and some officials were not
immediately notified. Neither the
state nor the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency requires that
schoql water be tested routinely.
The city of Bend, meanwhile, gen:
crally tests for lead every 'three
years, or when changes make ad-

Water
samples
talen from
Riverside
Elementary
School
drinking
{ountains

ditional testing necessary.

) Local school districts wi

lime this summer testing (ﬂi:lslp'i'rild
ter and making changes as needed
And, potentialiy, theyll foot any.
bills they incur. No one knows how
expensive that will be. '

Lawmalers want to tuke
burden off local shoulders, hmvtel;if
er. Leadership from both parties
jolned forces last week to request
funds for testing from the Emer-
geney Board, which hands out dol-
lars _when the Legislature is not in
session,

The E-board +will no douht con-
cur, Keeping Oregon's children
;;afe fl:om fhe damage fead can do
is critical, and no disirict should
is]z:;e] CJigoney lt)iy putting off ensizr-

s al rinki i
g It wate:? rinking uncontami-

a3

&
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Drinking water safe at city schools

2
No lead discovered in six sch

e —
By Alex Madizon S
of tne Daily Courier Was very

Grants Pass public school officials

dard of 15 patts

Sherry Ely, business
According to Ely, samples were collected

ools, slight amount in seventh

1 biltion.
rappy with the results,” said

director for the district.

reported
unde-

~ tectable
amounts
of lead by
the Grants
Pass Water
Lab eatlier
this week,
along with
five other
schools in
the Grants
Pass.
School
District.

ALEX MADISOH
Daly Courer’

— e ——

ther From. ;age 1A

announced Thursday that test results have
found Ro levels of detectable lead in drinking
water al six schools.

A seventh scheol, North Middie, had a
slightly detectable amount of lead in one driok-
ing fountain that was weil within the safe zone
required by federal EPA regulatiens, school
offictals said.

The lesting was ordered lasl week following
news reports that einvated lead levels were
found In 14 of 92 water sources in the Portland
publie school district, including a handful of
drinking fountains,

The six schools with no detectable jevels of
lead were Lincoln, Parkside, Riverside and
Highland elementaries as well as Granis Pass
High School and the Gladiola alternative
school campus.

Oaly one test came back positive for frace
amounts of lead. A sample collected from a
North Middle School drinking {ountain repori-
ed a lead level of 10 parts per billion, an

amount significantly below the EPA lead stan-

from every drinking fountain and non-bath-
room sink at scheels.

“Any place where kids could pet a drink of
water was tested,” Ely said.

The Tules ave dilferent for the city's other
{hree schools: South Middle, Allen Dale Ele-
mentary and Redwood Elementary. Those
schools get water from private well waler,
which is federally required to undergo testing
ance every three years. 'These tests have fallen
within EPA levels.

T accordance with the EPA’s lead collec-
tion procedure, samples from last week's test-
ing were collected early in the morming,
around 6 a.m. This is to allow waler used for
testing to sit in the pipes unused for at least
eight hours and no more than 18 hours before a
sample is taken,

The cost to the district for the lead testing is
not yet known. Grants Pass Water Lab typical-
ly charges homeowners $35 per fixture,

Turn to WAleR, Page B8A

a—l-—-m

Theltes(ing was volsntary.
According to the Oregon Health
Authority, sehools and child care
programs are not subject 1o tesl-
ing unless a school district maiz-
tains s own water supply. For
schools such as Grants Pass that
gel water from a municipai
water source, the decision to test
for lead and copper is lelt entire-
ly to the school districts.

Peripdic testing of Grants Pass
District schools was conducted in
the pasl if a parent or staff merm-
bar had cencerns. Ely said the
reslts of every previous fest were
found to be in compliance with
EPA lead and copper standards.

The rules are different in the
Three Rivers School Bistrict,

i

which ineludes schools in rural
Josephine County as weil as Cave
Junction and a poetien of the
Applegale Valley. .

Three Rivers schools get iheir
water from privale wells at all
schools in the district. Wells are
tested, every three years, per fed-
eral regulations.

According to Three Rivers
Superintendent David Holmes, all
but two scheols in the district
were tested in 2014, The twe
remaining sites are scheduled for
testing in the summer of 2017,

All Three Rivers sehools have
tested within KPA limils, officials
have said.

The decision fo Lest for lead in
the Granis Pass School District

last week was prompted by the
incident in Portland FPublic
Schools where clevated lead tev-
els were found in 14 of 92 water
sources, includiag a handful of
drinking fountains.

A senior Portland Public
Schovls manager was put on paid
Ieave because of his role in the
district’s much-criticized
response fo high lead levels found
at two schools.

The manager resisted testing
school water quality and gave
talse informaticn about the safety
of drinking water in schools,

The Portiand incident
prompted Oregon Gov. Kate
Brown Lo issue a directive 10
roview water quality in schools

that started in April
The governor’s directive
includes the participation of the
Oregon Departrent of Edueation
and the ODA. Both agencies will
work collaboratively with school -
districts and child care programs
to test drinking waler over the
summer. The agencies will provide
information and technical S\Pp?i‘t.
P e

- f
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Coos Bay, OR

{Coos Co.)
The World

t Eugene schools

1n water a

" More high lead levels found
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Water tests: Standard tor acceptable lead level is 20 ppb

Continued from l'age A7

national attenlion af-
ter achdic water in Fling,
Mich., correded pipes and
released large amounts
of lead inte the drink-
ing waler.

The standard accepi-
able amount of lead in
drinking water ls 20
perls per willion, Any-
thing above Lhat is consid-
ered elevated, according lo
Lhe federal Environmenlat
Protection Agency,

Lead typicaily gets lulo
& drinking water supply
by leaching from lead sol-
der thal was used to seal
pipe joints, or from icad
In older metal water Jnes.

‘Fo combat high levels
of lead in drinking water,
district staffl have been
Musking oul water solrces
at ali disirict schools ev-
ery morning before usg, as
well as providing drinking
water {0 all four siles tha
show elevated lead until
sludenls were released for
summer break on Thurs-
day The distriet also shat
off water 1o mosL drinking
founlains early last week

The district plans to hire
an environmertal tivm, MBS
Engincering + Envitonmen
1ak tn lest for lead in drink-
ing water in all schools and
facillties this summer and
has premised w repord re-
sulis to disirict families and
the community as resplis
from those tests “roll in,"
Delf said.

The work wilt cost the
district about §25,000,
which does not Include
addiiianal maney that will
Itkely be spesat on replac-
ing fixtures whers kigh
lead is found.

‘The Bethe! and Spring-
fietd school distciets will
also be testing their water
over the summser, All thzee
districts witt tap meney
from Llheir general funds
to pay {or the work. Offi-
<ials al the three districts
said they began preparing
for the lesls even before
stale health and educa-
tlon officlals announced =
plan Jast week 1o encour-
age schogl districts across
the state Lo test for lead.

The staie’s plan is a
recoimendation, not an
order, and does hot in-
clude any money to help
districts, Oregon Health
Aithority spokesman
Robb Cowie coufiraed.

Rethel disirict In west
Eugene also plans to hire
Eugenc-based PBS Engi-
neering to conduct their
testing, for about $10,000.

‘The Springfield Dis-
trici plans to hire Ana-
Iyiteal Lzbaratary Group
from Evgene to conduel
testing. District spokes-
woman fen MeCuiley sald
2 tolal cost estimate js nat
yel available,

Sheldon Hlgh Scheol

‘The most recent Eugene
results show that 36 fix-
hues were lested at Shiel-
don High School. Of the
36, four fountains svere
found to have clevated lev-
€15 of Jead on the first draw
of water that had been dor-
mant overnight The first
sample test at a founiain
near the girls' Jockerronm
showed extremely high lev-
els of [ead in the water, at
&21 ppb. The second sam-
ple taken after fushing
showed only slighily ele-
vated levels, at 21.1 ppb.
A fountain near the ast
room at Sheldon showed
levels of 58.7 ppb on the

WATER AT EUGERE SEHOOL
DISTRICT FIXTURES TESTED
FOR LEAD

SHELDOM HIGH SCHOOL
Maln office feuntain
Flrst draw: 68,5 ppb
After llushing: 24.3 pph

Girls™ locher room fountaln (to left
of entrance)

Fiest draw: 521 ppbr

After NMushing: 211 ppb

Classroom F-5 (art ranm) fountain
First draw: 58,7 ppb
After flushing: 9.7 ppb

K&RYM radio statlon fountals {by
staizcasa)

Flrs¢ draw: 53.8 pph
After flusking: 2.6 ppb aln

ROOSEVELT MIDDLE SCHOOL

0 hallway fountaln near eafaterla
{right stdv of 4we-bukbler (ountain}
First draw: 679 ppbr |

After Mushing: not detactable

B hallway fountain near hathrapm
(both sides of two-bubbler fauntain)
Left side:
First draw: 87 apb

After Hushing: 2.1 ppb

Right sidet

First draw: 26.2 pph

After flushing: not detectable

hallway fountaln near counsellng
oftlce {both sides of two-bubbler
fountain)

Left slder

Flrst 2raw: 54.8 pph

After flushing: 2.5 ppb

Right side:

First draws: 365 ppb

After flushing: 6.6 ppb

€ hallway fountain near offlce (right
side of twa-bubbler fountain)

Firse draw; 23,3 pph

After flushing: 2.6 ppb

D haftway fountain near gym (hoth
sfdes of twa-hubhbler fouataln)
Laft sides

First drawz 22.9 ppb

After Nushing: oot datectable

Right side:

First draw: 240 pph

After tlushing: 5.4 ppb

B hatlway fountaln near classrooins

4 a not detectale 5 (hath sides of
twa-huhhler fountaln)

Left side:

First draw: |03 pph

After Aushing: not detectable

Rlaht side:

First drawt 122 ppb

After flushing: 2.7 ppb

D halfway fountaln near classreoms
8 a not dataciable 9 {hoth sides of
two-bulhler Fountaln}

keft sides

Flrst Beaw: 30.2 pph

After NMushing: not deteciable

Right side:

First draw: 66,5 pph

After flushing: not detectable

Classroom B-10 fountain (computer lat)
First draw: 865 ppb
After flusfilngt 5.8 ppb

E hallway fountain by classroom E-1
Flrst draw: 67 ppb
After Hushing: 5,3 ppb

KENNEDY MIDDLE SCHODY,
Library fountain

First draw: 22 opb

Alter flushing: not detectable

G tocker bay feuntain
Flrst draw: 120 ppe
Aftar flushing: 22.7 ppb

Hlocker bay fountain
Flrst draw: 31.5pph
After fQushingr 4.7 pph

THSTRICT EDUCATION CENTER
Library services area sink
First draw: 76.3 ppb

AFtor flustiieg: nol detactable

Education support sarvlces records
area sink

Flrst draw: 24,7 pph

After flushing: 6.9 pob

Nurth sink in Wellness Clinlc
First draw: 107 ppb
Afier Nushing: 5.2 pph

South sink in Weliness Clinic
First draw: 63.3 ppb
After flushing: 4.2 ppb

Counselor’s effice sink s Wellness
Clinte
First drawz 583 ppb
Alter MMusking: 7.4 ppb
Senve; fugere Sckoul Datrhe

first draw and 97 pph on
the second.

One fountain in the
KRVM radio statles near
the siairease at the schoal
had $3.8 ppb In ihke Brsi
sample and 2.5 ppb in the
second. A fauntain in the
main gffice of the high
school had 63,5 ppb en
the first draw and 243
©pb, Delf sald

Roosevelt Middle School

At Ropsevell, water at
26 fixlures was tested.
Fourteen of those showed
elevaled levels of lead
In waler after the initia}
sample of water and faur
af them reached levels of
more Lhan 180 ppb fal-
lowing the fizst sample
1aken. Alter flushing water
through the system, all 14
sites shawed normal lev-
els, Deil satd

The four sites found
to have the highest levels
of lead on the first draw
included the right slde
of a fountain near the
Eym (240 pph); the fefl
side af 2 fountain near
classrooms four and five
(103 pph} and the right
side of Ihe same foun-
tain (122 ppb). The high-

est lead Ievels were fpund
in 2 founlain in the com-
puter Iab, classroom B-10,
which reached lead levels
of 836 pphb.

ipan testing each site
a second lime, after flush-
ing, each site was deter-
tiined 10 have levels below
20, district data show.

Kenitedy Middle School

Elevated levels of Jead
were found in three more
drinking fonntains at Ken-
nedy Middle Schooi fol-
Iowing testlng at the
schoal last week

The disiricl haé re
ported that a drinking
fountain n the Hbiary of
the middie school con-
tatned high levels of lead
— 122 parts ppb — [oliow-
ing the first sampling. Af-
ter 1he water was flushed,
higre were no detectable
traces of lead, Drelf sald.

A secand fountain, in
the H Yocker bay af the
sehool, had initial lead tev-
€5 of 315 ppb. Aler Nush-
g the water through the
system, lead dipped 1o £.3
Pph, 100lf sald.

Waler In one other
lrinking fountain in the G
locker bay also had elevaled

Tead Tevels. The first test
found fevels of 320 ppb, Af-
ter flushing it was 227 pph.

District stafi tested a
total of 14 figslures that
provide drinking water at
Kennedy after traces of
lead were determined to
be present in another foun-
tzin ai the scheol in April.

Distrlet Education Center
Initial tests compleled
on eight kitchen ang

breakroom sinks al the
District Educatian Cen-

ter showed elevated lead
levels in fpur of them. A
faucent in the lbrary ser-
viees reached lead levels
of 76.2 ppb. The second
test showed no detectabie
lead levels, Anather faucet
in the supporl services re-
cords area showed levels
of 247 pph after the first
draw and 6.9 ppb afler
flushing. The north f
et in Lhe Wellness Clinic
showed the highest lev-

els at the disiriet office,
The fisst draw showed 107
peb and afier fushing, 6.2
pub. Annther fancet on the
south side of the clinie
shawed 633 ppb In the
first sample and £2 wpb
in the second.

— 744-7
Follow Alisha on Tt
ter @alisharocmeling.
Emumil alisko,roemeling@
registerguerd.com.

Eugens, OR
{Lane CO-}
fugene Registel
{Circ. P-

| JUN 18
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Guard
51,890)
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\
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‘Est. 1888

No cause for

but take
precautions

panic,

T44-7

he discovery that some Coos Bay school drinking water

shows signs of lead is obriously disheartening. But we

shouldn't be completely surprised, nor should we panic.
First off, the measurable levels at Blossomn Gulch Elementary,

as we reported in Thursday’s paper, are Temarkably Tow, far be-

low what health experts would consider acceptable. The last
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are all closed.

Tuding

incl
While we wait for those tests to be conducted and the resuits

to come in, let’s remember — pediatric experts say there is no

real good level of lead for children.
Developing brains and nerveous systems simply don’t do well

And since the uncovering of highly
th lead exposure.

dangerous lead levels in schools in
upgrades. Oregon schools will he subject to tests this sunmer,

Cregon are working to make funds and resources available to
thoroughly test their own schools and make necessary system

for water pipes was common.
Flint, Mich., many states

wi

But it can also be dealt with, many times by simply removing
the exposure risk. Other treatment regimens also exist, but the

youngster, see a health care professional. A test is easy to do and

bottom line is that if you’re worried about lead exposure witha
can put your mind at ease.
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Lead: Spri 1d hasn’t d ing
ead: Springhield hasn't done testing
Continued from Page BY center and its two swim- ing system, testing report.
o ming pools. “Just because the home “We thought it wonlé
other buildings popular The city of Springfield s new toc you, don't as- De the right thing to do
with the public, inclading  hasa't done any testing but  sume the plumbing is for vur customers to call
Ama?un Conmtmunity Cen- may look into deing it given new” he said. roTe attention to it Har-
ter, Echo Haollow Peol and  the secent public atiention EWEB reports it has no  woeod said.
theuHult Center. aboui lead i waber, spokes-  known tead service lines Low levels of lead in the
‘Bazged on what we've man Niel Laudati said. in its distribution system blood of children can result
seen Jocally with the scheol “We haven't ad com- and treats its waler to re-  in belavioral and learning
d|slnct_ and coneerns that plaints about i, he said. duce its corrosiveness. problems, slowed grewth
have risen pationally, we ‘.[‘he city of Eugene is fo- The utility reported in  and anemia, according to
feltv it_was pradent to take cusing its tesling on build-  its most recent water test-  the U.S. Envivonmental Pro-
a similar approach to (the ings constructed before ing report that the level teclion Agency.
Eugene school dj§t_rict) and 1986 because that was the of lead in the water it di-
test our older facilities that  year Congress amended Yerts from the McKenzie — 7447
could b:: at risk for lead ex-  federal law 1o prohibit the  River and treats for cus- Follow Christian on
posire; said Jeff Perry, the use of pipes and solder tomers is well below fed- Tiwitter @RGehill. Email
city’s fag::lmes manager, in  not deemed *“lead free” in  eral standards, Lead is a christian.kill@register-
an enail. . public water systems and  naturally occurring metal  guard.com.
. Perry sau_l officials con- plumbing in centers that found deep in the ground.
linue o review the list of provide drinking water. EWEB has expanded
centers !;hat need ilmmedi- The Eugene Public Li- information about lead in
ate testing, and “it could brary isn't being tested, water in its latest waler
be quite a few" . because it opened in 2002,  quality report and spe-
In addition, the Wil Eugene Water & Elee- cifically noted its lead
lamal;me Par}( aqd Rec- tric Board spokesman Joe rcadings in the separate
reation District in  Harwood sald lead could
Springfield said it plans be in the pipes and solder -
to tesl_the drinking wa- that carry water between
Fer at .us rpajur cernters, a property’s waler meter
including its recreation aad a buildings plumb-
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Lawniakers work to protect Oregon children from lead

REPS, JENNIFER For the past

WILLIAMSON few weeks, par-
and ALISSA ents, teachers,
KENY-GUYER students and

iN GUR CPINION community mesm-

bers have been

rightfuliy shocked and cutraged about the

fact that water in some Portland Public

scheools facilities tested for ligh levels of
lead, and that the public wasn't told about

these levels for some tme. As legislators
who represent the Portiand area, we'ze
outraged as welt,

Protecting the health and safety of our
children should be at the very top of our
priority list. Parents shouid be assured that
they are sending their children off ta learn
in safe envircnments,

The facts are still being investigated, but
it’s clear that several parts of the process
at PPS broke downt or were simply inade-
quate to keep ouz kids safe and the public
informed. That must be fixed. Bringing in
an outside firm to investigate the poten-
tial personnct faitures is a good first step.
We’re awaiting the results of that inves-
tigation, and we fully expect that district
leadess and the Portland School Board will
act swiftly and appropriately to correci the
probiein and restore the pablic’s trust,

But the revelations over the last few

unready for an earthquake,

‘Lastly, and most importantly, we need
to address the root cause of the contam-
ination: outdated, under-maintained
scheol Facilities. Many students attend
schools that are old and haver't been
updated in any significant way due to a
tack of funds. Lead contamination is just
one of the symptoms of this problem; stu-
dents, teachers and staff are also dealing
with mold, indoor air quality concerns
and structural issues that leave buildings

By creating clear statewide guidelines

J
|

BETH NAKAMURA/STAFF

Caution tape is wrapped around a handrail in the auditorium of Cleveland High Schoal in
Southwest Pertland, Lead paint was found peeling off the celling and onto the seats below.

wecks have also shown that thege's more
we can do in the Legislature to ensure that
children acyoss the state have safe, clean
water and air. State education and health
officials have recommended that all pub-
lic schools and day care centers test their
water for lead this summer. To make sure
that happens, legislative leaders from both
parties in the House and Senate have com-
mitted to make state funds available if
school districts Jack the funds to immedi-
ately test for Jead contamination.

In the longer term, we need to estab-
lish clear statewide rules and expectations

For regular lead testing in our school faril-
ities. In the 2015 legislative session, Rep.
Alissa Keny-Guyer, D-Portiand, and Sen.
Michaei Dembrow, D-Pottland, brought
together a work group to tackle the prob-
lem of radon testing in schools, Their work
resulted in House Bill 2631, which requires
schocl districis across the state to come up
with a plan te test for radon in reoms used
by students and 10 provide the resulls to
the public. Now, we need to do the same
thing to ensire that distzicts ave a plan
for lead testing and for informing the pub-
lic guickly,

about when ang how water and air shouid
be tested, creating strong rules about how
the public (parents, students, teachers,
staff and community members) should be
notified, and partnering with districts to
find the resources to clean up the contam-
imation, we can begin to rebuild trust that
our facilifies are safe for our kids,
Demaocrat Jennifer Williamson of Portland
represents House District 36. Democrat Alissa
Keny-Guyer of Portland represents District 46.
This op-ed is co-signed Reps. Reb Nosse,
D-Portland, Barbara Smith Warner,
D-Portland, Jessica Vega Pedersen, D-Portland,
Lew Frederick, D-Portiand, Shemia Fagan,
D-Clacicamas, Kathleen Tayior, D-Portland,
Mitch Greenlick, D-Portland,
and Ann Lininget, D-Lake Oswego.
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15 aum. at 255

Capitol St. NE in Salem.
The board will discuss the
preposed rule at approxi-
mately 11:45 a.m. 744-7

ask for bottled water if they are thirsty. ‘J

Inquiry Charter School reminds students to

I
i
L
i

ticew@statesinanjour
nal.com, 503-399-6779 or

follow at Twitter.convTra

Tuesday. The meeting be-
cy_Loew

resuits
make gins at ©

testing

and
them available to the
The proposed rule will
be counsidered at the Ore-
gon Beard of Education
meeting Thursday. It was
added to the agenda on

testing results on its wet  public in an oaline data-

site

scheol
statewide

The proposed rule would allow ODE
base.

to require testing not just for lead, but

for ether contaminants, such as radon.
The Salern-Keizer School District al-

High lead levels recently have been
found in schools across the country, in-
cluding in Portland, Beaverton, Eugene
If the board adopts the rule, Oregon
would be the second state to require lead
ready announced plans fo test every A sfgnan a shut-off water fountain at Valley

and Lake Oswego.
testing in schools statewide, following

New York.
See LEAD, Page 34

httpiivanw,

nce sak

at
The Oregon Health Au-

and be cemplete by Aug.
19.

The district is posting
salemleizerorgiparents!
thority plans to collect

water-testing-informa

tion.

20

Theissue of lead in water hasbeen un-
June

But they admitted they had no author-
ity to require the tests, and the plaa did
not include funding to help pay for them.
der scrutiny after the entire city of Flint,

Legislative leaders have 5
they will aslc the state Emergency Board
Michigan was poisoned by lead leaching

though that amount likely won’t cover all
from pipes.

gon Health Authority urged schooks and
childcare programs statewide to test for
lead in their drinking water this summer.
to help cover the cost for schools, al-
of the testing.

Testing was scheduled
begin

school and administrative

tabie,”
Lead
Continued from Page 1A
building.
to

Schools may face required lead tests

Proposal would make Oregon the second state with policy

room is unaceep

Salem, OR
(Marion Co.}
Salem Capital Press
(Circ. W. 38,765)

JUN 2.2 2018

The Oregon Department of Education
Allen's P.C.B. Esl, 1888

could require schoo? districts to test for

lead and other contaminants in schools
Earlier this month, ODE and the Ore-

“Fvery child has a right to fearn in an
environment that is safe. Any threat to

under a new rule under consideration by
the state Board of Education.
Gov. Kale Brown said in a statement

the health and safety of a child in any
Tuesday.

TRACY LOEW  744.7

STATESMAN JISURNAL
school or class

3 m..wfﬁ \%
/' Eastern uregon School Districts

to Test Drinking Water for
Z4¢{-F Lead this Summer

School districts across eastern Oregon witl be testing their drinking
water this summer {o dstermine if lead contamination exists. Some
districts have aiready completed testing. Currently, there are no state
or federaf requiraments for schools to test drinking water for lead, and
ithas not beena practiceinthe past. In mid May, the Gregon Department
of Education {(ODE) andthe Oregon Health Authority (OHA) created a plan
regarding lead inschaol water. The plan requestsall school districts that
get drinking water from public water systems test for lead in school
buildings; requires districts to use certified drinking water testing fabs
10 process the water samples; asks ODE and OHA to develop a method
for schools to report results to OHA; and for OHA to provide drinking
water expertise to schools for support as they test.

Many schools receive their water from community or city water
systems. These public water systems regularly test the water and many
aiready treat the water to help reduce carrosion of plumbing. However,
lead that is present in pipes and fixtures in building plumbing can enter
thewateratthe tap and expose those wha drink lt—thatis why sampling
and testing for lead at each tap is important.

Larry Glaze, superintendent of the La Grande School District, said
the district has started the testing process n their scheal buiidings and
will share the restits with the community when they are completed.
“Student safety is our number one concern, and we are incorporating
scheduled periodic testing for {ead in drinking water into our five-year
maintenance plah,” Glaze said, Any drinking water from a tap above
acceptable lead limits will be addressed, and district administration is
communicating clearly with local media, Glaze said.

Marrow Gounty School District has also begun the testing process.
“MCSD desided as soon as ths news Groke in Portland about lead inthe
water that wa need to test for lead in drinking water,” said Dirk Dirksan,
superintendent. “Additionally, we found a need to develop standard
pratacols that provide routine safety checks for this concern, develop
3 comprehensive response plan to address any issuss found in all
es, including a communication plan for delivering the
infarmation to parents and the community at large,” Dirksen said.

Some state funds may be available in fall 2016 to reimburse school
districts who test their drinking water this summer. Mark Mulvih
IMESD superintandent, said the important thing is to help school
districts get this testing done. “The IMESD is comrnitted to supparting
odr 18 component districts with whatever they need {o test their
drinking water and ensure we are doing everything possible to ensure
studants and staff ars safe,” Mulvihill said.

For mare Infermation about the plan to support schoal districts,
Emm% visit the Oregon Health Authority at http://www.oregon.gov/oha/
Newsy,




District su/ttc hés to
bottled water until
test results are in

By SHASTA KEARKS MODRE
The Tribune

As the firestorm raged
over lead levels found in the
water at sume Povtland Pub-
lic Schaels hutldings, Mudé-
nomah Edueation Service
Dislrict officlals quietiy he-
¢zan lsoking for their ewn
test results feom their six
school sites,

Finding precious little evi-
dence of any past testing or re-
mediation, they sent off sam-
ples for testing in early June.

Mulénomah ESD divectly ed-
ucates fewer than 500 students,
who qualify for specialized ser-
vices based on disabilities, be-
hvioral problems, learning
difficuities or other special
needs.

On June 9, Mnlinomah ESP
Supariniendent Scott Perry or-
dered that the district's three

Portland, OR
{Multnomah Co.)

ribune
{Cir. 2xW. 180,000}

JUN 23 2016

ESD |

older schoo! buildings use bot-
tled water, pending the resuits
of tead testing.
‘Those measives were stil in
eflect at press time.
Whealley Schonl, which
serves stedents with disabili-

Slfer's .05 £ 168

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO
Multnomah Education Servica District, which will soon welcoina its fifth
teader In the past twa yaars, 18 tiying to gel on top of potentlal lead

and radon contamination at Its schools for students with special needs,

ties in Multnomah Cuounty, is
the oaly school for which Musl-
nomal: ESD officials could find
previous water lead test resulls
when they began looking in
lage May.

The resulls showed one lay-

cel was at 19.7 parls per billion
of lead in a February 2015 test.

The Envirommentai Protec-
tion Agency considers action
shoutd be laken in a school at
ihe 20 parts per billion level,
or 15 parts per hillion in the
public water supply.

The difference is because in
a public water supply, regula-
tors are loking for a sysiem-
wide need for corrosion con-
trol lreaiments, but at a
chool they are trying Lo iden-
lily dangercus fixtures.
Health experts say there is no
safe level of lead, particularly
for young children whese ieu-
rologieal development can be
stunied by the heavy metal.

The Parkrose School District
leases the Wheatley bullding
in the Russeil neighborhood of

Northeasl Portland to Mult-
nomah ESD. .

The Parkrosc superinfen-
dent suid they were previously
unaware of Mulinoman ESD’s
high test result from 2015.

New tests conducted Juae 6
showed Wheatley fixtures to he
pelow the action level.

The district tested a snmple

. of three or four fixtures at

each sile. Jim Rose, the dis-
trict’s chief operating officer,
said cemprehensive test re-
sults gre coming, as is a long-
tern: pian. B

“Our team is developing a
{esting regimen for wafer, air,
radon, ete.,” he said, “Full de-

vreseab o reentansnag

PPS closes pool, cafeteria

Lalls wiil be worlied out in the
coming mantlis after this initial
need for testing is completed.”

A women's restroom sink at
Helensview rang in at the high-
est coint of this month's tests
— a 18.7 ppb result, just below
the finsit.

Muilnomah ESD leases three
buildings that were all built be-
lTore the 1986 ban on lead in
plumbing materials: Helens-
view {1854), Wheatley (1856)
and Wynme Walls (1938). The
three buildings the disirict
cwns were built after {hose
bans on lead in pipes and sol-
der: Ainsworth (1989}, Arata
Creek (2001}, and Burlingame
Creek (2006).

Test results for Wynne
Watts, which is owned by Al-
bertina Kerr Centers, were not
available by press tme.

Turnudtwons leadership

Many qutestions still remain
abpul the eomprehensiveness
of past lead testing and e
strategy moving forward.

Stephen Mare Heaudoin,
Mulinoinah ESD board vice
chair and spokesmaz, said the
district is doing the best it can
as quickly as il can.

“I think every district is
grappling will this,” said Beau-
doin, adding that the hoard is
interested in learning as much
as it ean aboul pasi efforts
around water quality and strat-
egies for cnsuring that clear

.schools for lead. .

records are kept.

“With the churn of leader-
ship, it's been very hard fo
track down answers, bul we
want to,” Beaudein said. The
district will instali ils fifth Jead-
er in the past two years in g
couple weeks, Its last two per-
manert superintendents re-
signed under separation agree-
ments.

Beandein suld the board
doesn't know yet why Wheai-
ley was tested and if any reme-
diation was done.

But Beandoin also poinied
the inger at the slate, noting
{hat the revelations in Pertiand
Public Schools have caused
nearly every public ageney in
the state to start wondering
what loxins could be i the air
and In their drinling water.

“We hiave no gaidance. There
are no guidelines. Zero,” he
said. "We, like everyone else,
ars sort of making it up in ab-
sence of any guidance from the
state,”

The Gregon Healtl: Authori-
{y, under dlrection from Gov.
Kate Brown in Aprii, is devefop-
ing standards for testing of

Beaudoin said he Legisla-
ture is likely to take up the is-
stie during next year's session,
and school officials plan to ad-
veeate for stendards — and
funding — for leag lesting.

shasta@pertlandiribuie.com

LR N e e N Y N R L T LR s

due to lead, radon concerns:

A small inner Soutleast
Portland swimming pool Is
the latest to falt vietim to-
Porlland Public Schools® bal-
tle with ledd.

The Backman Indoar Pool,
which is managed by Portland
Parks & Reereation but main-
iained by PPS, was found by a
Mulinomah Cornly inspector
to have pecling lead paint in
the locker rosms, the districl
ﬂnnuamced Friday,

"As ‘part of the same ‘ani”

=snowicement, the district noted
that Its earlier estimate of nine
school ropms needing radon
gas remediation 18 now revised
upward to 16 reoms, The'Ore-

gon Heaith Authority recom-
mended a lwer threshold for
action, resulling I the addi-
tional roems now gualifying for
fixes.

Even after running (he
HVAC system 24 hours per day,
a Portland Public Schoels alter-
native high schoal is st test-
ing high for radon.

The dislrict has been venti-
lailng the rooms continuously
sipce. The strategy, seems to
have worked fo gé Tid of the '
cancer-causing, naturally oe-
curing gas for all but the cafe-
teria at the Meek campus of
Alliance Higlh Schoal, off
Northeast Alberta. Follow-up

testing reveajod radon ab 11.9 :‘
picacuries per liter. The Envi-
rommental Protection Agency
considers 10 picoeuries per li-
ter to be an actionable level.

The Oregon Health Authority #
censiders & picocuries per Liter
{ohe an action level for schoods,
friggeving PPS’ announcement *‘
Friday that seven more rooms
will need remediation. "

The Meek cafeteria is closed ",

untll it can be fixed.

Another 114 rooms:havery |
enough raden thal the dlshiet:s !
wili monitor them over {he »
next aine months to see if fur-
ther remediation is needed.

— Shasta Kearns Moore » / :
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Because of that, Angle
said the water that flows
through the eity and the
schoel is treated frequently
all year long.

Nevertheless, the school,
which resides in a town of
roughly 350 pecple, will
ramp-up its testing this
summer to ensure students,
parents and staff that the
water is lead-free and safe
to drink,

“Typically we don't test
every single water scurce
because we're testing to
make sure the water we've
treated is safe, so this round
wili be more extensive in
that we're checking at every
single point of service along
the water line once it gets
into the building,” Angle

said.

Angle also had concerns

campuses ahead of Oct, 1,
when the plans would be
handed aver to the state.
These “Healthy and
Safe Facilities Plans” were
announced Tuesday by
Brown, who said she di-
rected the Oregon Depart-
ment of Education to draft
requirements for testing
and monftoring the health
safety of campus buildings
that otherwise don't exist
far schools at the state or
federal level.

Brown's directive comes
after last month's disclosure
of high lead levels found
in drinking water at two
Portland schiools, igniting
community outcry after
the earlier Flint, Michigan,
water scandal had brought
national attention to the
issue.

F.—uhc about the financial bur- The Oregon Department rules, school districts would
Fror page AT den the testing may put of Education will discuss submit plans for testing
- s 2 eo & =] en schools, but agreed the draft rules during its water, air quality and haz-
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Educau n board to

adopt

W rdles to

test for lead, radon

Requiring schools to
monitor, post results
yearly will boost costs

By PARIS ACHEN
Cupital Bureau

Oregon’s Board of Bdutea-

tion is fast-tracking adoption
of a new rule that requires
scliools o icst for lead and
tadon and repart those ve-
sults to the publie,
+ "The rule came on the heels of
& seandal in Portland Public
Schools over lead in drinking
waler thal went unre-
ported, and a directive
by Gov. Kate Brown.

“I thinzk an additional
layer of checks and bal-
ances wlhen we are
falking about student
sufely (is needed), so 1
think this wilt make
parents fee! much bei-

lic water sysiems, but schools
ara excluded from Lhe agency’s
Jurisdiction. 'The proposed rule
would reguire schooi districts,
char{er scheols and education
scrvices districts to conduet
tead and radon testng and {o
submil an environmenial moni-
tering pian fo ODE for keeping
water, alr and physical spaces
sale for studen(s and staff.

‘T'ne health autherity aiready
hai the right to veguire schools
te test Jor radon, but the new
rule will provide comprehen-
sive gudidance 1o schools on all
of {he festing reguired. Schools
will be requized to report their
test results to the edu-
cation department and
to the comniunity an-
nuatly.

“I'm supportive of
this, hut T am alsc
thinking this is like the
Ieabarg with enly the
tip visthle and there is
a ot of it unseen, and i

ter,” said board ehale- & : 1o Cah become  very
woman Miranda Sum- tthlllk this quickly a nightinare,”
mer, wilf make said school heard

: The board heard a
Brsi reading of the rule
Phursday and plans much

adoption Aug. I17. A hgtter”
« Gregon Board of

public heaving on the
proposal is scheduled
for Aug. 2. The require-
ment will entalt addi-
tional evsts ta schools
and the Oregon Depart-
ment of Education. The
Legislative Fiscal Office is
ivorking on an eslinxale on what
those costa will be. Legislative
jeadership has asked the Emer-
geney Board to aliocaie money
{opay forit.

" Brown in April divected lhe
Oregon Department of Tduca-
tion and Oregon Health Antho-
ily 10 review existing require-
nients for environmental tesi-
ing and address the problem of
lead in drinldéng water.

During the review, healih
anul education eificials learned
that neither the education de-
partment nor the health author-
ity bas the power to require
schools test for lead, said Emily
Nazarov, operations policy ana-
lyst with the education depari-
ment's governmenl aid Iegal
affairs section,

“Unfinded mandates?’
‘Phe health 2ulliorily has the
power fo require testing of pub-

parents feel

member Samuel Hen-

Heaury said If the
Logislature doesni't ap-
prove additional fund- *
ing for implementing

EAalen e rate it corld be an-

_ Ghalroman iy 0 e of those “fa-
Mirasda Summer.

mous unfunded man-
dates.”

The agencies asked
scheols to test for leat during
the summer: All of the districts
have either completed or are in
Lhe process of testing, Nazarov
said. The agencies reconumend
that schiools identily sowrces of
lead, stop access, communieate
results ta staff, studenis, par-
ents and the commanity and
mitigate and repair the prob-

er.

“Pistriets are doing a lot of
this atready,” MNazarov said. -
“Portland {Public Schools)
mentioned at one of the meet-
ings one of their learning
points is te make sure you are
documenting this. Repairs are
done. People leave organiza- |
tions, and nobody knows that
the repair was done or when it
was done, and ihat informa-
tion is lost. This is a way o
make sure {here is z record
that the community has ac-
cess fo and that ihat info is
available.”

Portfand, OR

nguitnomah Co.)
ribune

(Cir. 2xW, 180,000)
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Fnst test resulis show
high lead levels in
Humbaldt water

By SHASTA KEARNS MOORE
The Tritiune

Ti's been a busy week for
Partland Public Scheols, and
school Isn't even in session.

Superintendent Carole Smith
annownced suddenly last Tues-
day that she plans to retire in
2017. Smith said in an open letter
tha it was her plan ali along to
retire in her 101h year and that
{le board had asked her to stay
on while it developed a plan for
her replacement.

Iiis seemed to come as a spr-
prise {0 board nember Pawd An-
thony, who toid several news
outlets that the board was in-

ormed of this decision after the
faci. Under Oregon law, the su-
perintendent is employed at the
diserelion of the hoard.

Distriet ma nl, includ-

Smith to retire from
PPS helm — in a year

charter school this Seplember,
The Gregonian reporis. The re-
porl says that nearly half of the
sehool's waler [ixtures tested
abiove 1lie Hmit for lead in drink-
ing waleit

Bistrict officials have prom-
ised to posl the vesulis of this
summer’s testing of all of its

nools on its Healthy Schools

ing the superintendent’s role, is
under a $50,000 m\restig tion into
{1 lead water ok L is expeck-
&3 to be comgleted in ey July,

The district sent the an-
nouncement of Smith’s pramned
refirement minutes before a ral-
1y began, demanding her resig-
natton,

Don't Shoot Portiand began
the prolest at the Havriet Tub-
man Seheol (Faubion K-8), in
Northeast Porlland. The approx-

i imatety 160 protesters later in-

lerrupted school board procecd-
ings at the schoeol district head-
quarters with angry chants,

In the wake of high levels of
lead discovered in schoo) drinle-
ing water and radon fourd in
school buildings, parents are
saying district officials have vio-
lated their children's civil right
to education. Ovganizers cf lasi
weelk's march say parenis
should be Nling civil rights com-
plaiats.

Tlse state beard of educafion
is putting adoption of new ma-
dates for lead and radon testing
— andd reporting resuits io the
public —on the fasi-track.

Also Jast week, the first water
test resulis came in for Hum-
boidt, a shuitered school that
wiil be opened for the Kairos

website, bul thie results for Hum-
holdt had not been posted by
press time.

Possibly due to a backlog in
the area’s water festing facilities,
ihe districl announced its plan
for water delivery next schoeol
year as il anlicipates not all of
ihe fixtures will be cleared by

Superinterdent

Garole Smith

announsed last

wicek that she .
viould be retirfng i
in anather year.

TRIBUIE FH0T0:
JCK HOUSE

then for dvhnking or food prepa-
ration.
Theschool hoard voted to con-
tract wilh CH2M Hifl, a large en-
gineering and architectural fiym, i

~ to help inform a pian to combat

the lead preblem.

Unios members celebrated an
up fe $250,060 ptan for blood lead
{esting of any school employee
who requests it. Staff previously
ware told to visit a hiealth care
provider at their own expense If
{hey were worried abouil expo-
sure.

shasta@portlardiribune.com,

News parfrer KGIN 6 news confribut- -

ed to this report. -
— /
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LEAD
Contimeed from Page A1

Grant Schoof District Su-
perintendent  Curt  Shelley
said testing is scheduled in
June for all three schools,
Séneca, Humbolt Elementary
and Grant Union Junjor-Se-
nior High.

*Testing  faciliies are
swamped fighl now, and it
may take longer than expected
to gel results,” he said. “Willy
the recent findings in Pert-
fand Public Schoofs znd a few
ofhiers around the state it has
beers brought to the atiention
all school districts really need
to fest for the safety of all. We
have not tested for lead in my

fenure as superintendent (one
year); however we wiil plan to
test on a regular basis moving
forward.”

Prairie City School District
Superintendent Julie Gurezyns-

ki said she authorized the
testing of drinking fountains
and cooking water earlier this
month and expects the lesting
io be complete within the nest
month,

Long Creek School District
Office Manager Jeanifer Gar-
inger said the school will be
lesting for lead, but she did net
know when,

Momiment School District
has oot responded to the Ea-
gle's record request,

The districts will ajso need
1o develop a plan to test for

radon by this fall, as the Or-
cgon Beard of Education is
fasttzacking adoption of a
new rule that requires schools
Lo test for both lead and radon
and repori those results to the
pubiic,

The board leard a first
teading of the wle Thutsday
and plans adoption Aug. 17. A
public hearing on e proposal
is scheduled for Aug, 2.

The requirement witl entail
addilicnal costs to sehools and
the Oregon Department of Td-
ucation. The Legistative Fiscal
Office Is working on an esti-
male on what those costs wilk
be. Legislative leadership has
asked the Emergency Beard fo
ellocate money to pay for it,

Gov. Kate Brown in Aprif
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directed the Oregon Depart~
meit of Education and Orepon
Healh  Autherity o review
existing requircments for envi-
ronmiental testing and address
the problem of lead in drinking
waler.

During the review, health
and education officials leansed
that neither the education de-
partment nor the health aulhor-
ity has the power lo require
schools test for icad, said Emily
Nazarov, operations policy ana-
lyst with the edueation depart-
ment’s government and legal
affairs section.

The health authority has au-
{hority o require testing of pub-
lic water systems. bt schools
are excluded from the agency’s
jurisdiction,

The proposed rule would
tequire school districts, charter
schools and education services
districts to conduct fead and
radon testing and to submit an |
environmentat monilorng plan
lo ODE for keeping watcr, air
and physical spaces safe for
students and staff.

The health authority already
had authority 1o require schools
{o test for radon, but the rew
rale will provide compre-
hensive guidance to schools
on all of the testing required.
Schools will be cequired to
report their test resulis fo the
education depaitment and lo
the communily annually.

Phil Wright and Paris
Achen contributed 1o this re-
port. 7447
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\\99632.
wants annual
toxics reporis
from Oregon

o
mnroo_m\; b7

i 7 ¥
By AP and the Daily oc_.\imn ¥

Oregon’s 197 school districts
could spend summer break
crafting procedures for testing
lead, radon and other chemicals
at their campuses shead of Oct.

..1, when the plans would be
handed over io the state.

These “Healthy and Safe
Facilities  Plans”  were
announced Tuesday by Gov.
Kate Brown,
who said she
directed  the
Oregon Depart-
ment of Educa-
tion te draft
requirements
for testing and |
monitering the
health safety of pROWN
campus build-
ings thai ctherwise don't exist
for schools at the state or feder
al level.

Brown's directive comes
after last month’s disclosure of
high lead levels found in drink-
ing water at ftwo Portland
schools, igriting community out-
cry at a time when the Flint,
Mich.," water scandal has
brought national attention to the
issue,

The Oregon Department of
Education will discuss the draft
rules during its next meeting
Thursday, and is accepting the
publie’s input through Aug, 17.

“Any threat to the health and

~  safety of a child in any school or

’ classroorm is upacceptable,”
Brown said in a statement,
adding that as state-level agen-
cles respond to the crigis, “local
schoo] districts and public char-
ter schools also have the obliga-
tion to ensure transparency and
accountability to parents and
communities.”

Under the preliminary rules,
school districts would submit
plans for testing water, air qual-
ity and hazardous waste sites —
paying attention to lead and
radon specifically — with any
results reported annually to the
state and disclosed o the com-
munity online, :

Grants Pass School District
cfficials anncunced last week
that recent testing of drinking
water found no levels of
detectable lead at nine of 10
schools in the district. Contrary
to previously published resuits,
all 10 scheols in the distriet,
those who get their water from
the city of iGrants Pass along
with those that use private
wells, wereftested for lead two
weeks ago.

|
Turn tp TOXICS, Page 9A

l—loxmom From Page 1A

reported a lead level of 10 arts
per billien, an amount mMME.n.
cantly below the EPA lead stan-
dard of 15 rarts per billicn,

. The testing was ordered fol-
owing the Poriland incident in
which elevated lead Jevels were
found 1n 14 of 92 water sowces
Ineluding 2 handful of drinking
EEE.E the Portland Public
nm%%%.ﬂ_, wh_.mﬂnn. This prompted

ective &
e & sued by the gov-
 Every school in the Th
Rivers Distriet receives ﬂmm
water from private wells,
Because of this, lead and copper
Wom.wwwm is done every three
, A4S requi
s ! quired by federal
According to Three Rivers

+

2017,

All Three Rivers school
have tested withi mits,
omﬂu&mnwm% m&ﬂb EPA limits,

e draft rides coming fir
the state don't say :cémomcmﬂ
these tests should occur, but
Amy Wojeicki, spokeswoman fer
the education department, said
schools will go by whatever test
ing freguency is recornmended
by a federal regulatory agency.

‘So if it's an (Environmental

.N_,onmorou Ageney} guideline
it'll be whatever the EP4 amm_._w
Hm_uH:a% are,” Wojcicki. :
nlormation on potenti
costs or funding mo%aommwwwm

those costs was not i i
available, \\\ L\. \%I\_ M&H;
-
i 7 i
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Lead tests

on schools

More County school, _
facility results to come !

By COURTNEY ANPERSON
H&N Staff Reporter

The lead and copper
levels tested in four Klamath
County schiools” water were
found well below what the
Environmental Protection
Agency considers dangerous,
according
to a Klam-
ath County
School
District,

KCsD is
testing all
schools  and
facilities’ lead
and copper
levels:

8o far, the
district received resaits that
showed the water is safe for
consumption from Mazama
High School, Shasta Elemen-
tary, Stearns Elementary and
Peterson Elementary.

"We're very happy with the
results of our first four loca-
tions? KCSD Superintendent
Greg Thede said.

KCSD is testing its water
after Portland and surround-
ing areas found lead in their
drinking water.

“We just want to be
proactive and be ahead of
the game, and want to be
as transparent as we can be
through the whale process.”
Thede said.

The district received resuls
from Ferguson Elementary as
well, but will re-test the site
because of sampling errors.

Thede

More _..Wﬁpc | A7

in safe zone o

m
F.Qﬂﬁ- Jrom A1

Since mid june, KCSD
took 130 samples from
20-plus schools, accord-
ing to a press release. The
district expects 10 xeceive
the other schools’ and
facilities’ results in the
coning weeks,

LEAD AND COPPER
LEVELS

Iflead levels are 15 parts
per billion (ppb) or 2bove,
the EPA requires schools to
Tepair or replace fancets or
plunbing,

KCSD took samples
from water fountains,
Kitchen fancets and sinks,
nurses’ stations and staff
room sinks and sent the
samples to Spring Street
Analytical. Of the 22
testing sites, it found 19
samples between zero and
three ppb. Three sites had
more than three ppb bt
were below eight ppb.

The highest lead test
result came from Stearns
Elementary nurses’ station
4t 7.8 ppb, and the lowest
from Viking Babies daycare

1| at Mazama High
m&;m.o%nwum.- 0.2 ppb. ¢

"The EPAs lizmit for cop-
per is 1,300 ppb. All four
schools tested far below
that level.

The highest copper level
was found at the Mazarna
High School n i

with 61.5 ppb. A Stearns
Elementary water fountain
had the Jowest copper lev-
els, containing 1.37 ppb.

THREE-YEAR PLAN
KC3D is formmulating a
three-year plan to replace
fixtures throughout the
district because many of
facilities fixtures were
put in place decades ago,

Besides Henley Elemen-
tary School that opened in
January, the most recently
built school was over 40
Years age,

“If we dor’t take a

‘proactive stance, sooner

or later we're going to have
those issues;” Thede said.
“S0 we want to get ahead
of the game”

KC5D plans on replac-

~ ingall faucets in water

fountains and sinks in
kitchens, nurses” stations
and staff rooms. The esti-
mated cost for the replace-
ments is about $125,000,
Throughout summer, *
Thede said KCSD plans to
finish planning and begin
implementing the project,
canderson@heral-
dandnews.com
on Twitter @CAnder-

sonHN N n\h\L

urses' station
‘o T



By Dick Mason

Tha Observer

he La Grande School

% District s starting the

painstaking process of

getting its water tested {or

lead. .
Members of the schooll

district’s custodial staff

have counted and recorded location

irformation about ali water outlets in

the distriets school bufldings. About .

400wsater oatlets were connted and

Striving for leadree
Mt e —

. La Grande School Di strict starts process of lab
testing on water from outtlets in its buildings

recorded, satd Joseph Waite, the school
dislrict’s bond and facilities manager.
Water cutlets counted included drink-
ing fountains and sink faucets,

The count information has been
sent to several water testing labs in
the region for price quotes. The lab
mzking the best offer will be selocted
by the school district to conduct the
testing. Samples from each of the
school district’s water fixtures will
then be sent io the lab for analysis,

See Testi{ig 1 Page 54

-

l

“How to protect yourself from

. Tim Mustos/The Obssrver
Central Elermeniary School custhdian Gary Krantz pours water from a
sink in ane of the ¢lassrooms at the school, Krantz counted and recorded

how many water outlets are in the school.

lead exposure in drinking water

Pacpie boncemed sbout lead in sk drinking wasar have &
Tt of oplions:

n Enfes the back of
he house whers
1he lap s alsq located.

Enlers near the front

of the house end
traveli La the back of the
housa,

H Eneors it from of
the hewsa wihonz
U lap is also localgd

n Enlers Ihe back of
Iha hausa ihen
ivels To ha fronl.

: trom the water main
£ 1o Ihe externat shut-ol|
vala somewhere
sutsitie the house,

S g
ub-al vatve

H From the extarmal
shul-olf valve (o The
., bouse plumblng.

B The entire sorvice
Fno trom the waler

[ mein 1o tha house

i plumidng,

How to [dentily a lead service lina

Aleat sorvice fne gonarady is
dull grey b color o 1he matal
s vory $oM. I you lake & key
and camlytty scratch tho
Sudface of tha pipe, tho e vl
luin & bright sives color I the
Pipe ds lead,

Gheck whito e servics fine i
connecied (6 Ihe plumbing. I ity
322d, thare wil bi: o bulb shapa
where it veas soldered ol Ihe end,
Thore wil akso ba & coraprossion
fitting or sthas connectas imadn al
gahvanized lron, brass or bronze.

EPAphony.

Asllons you can take

Bu aviace of werk 1hat ean olalub he varvics fne:

[ watsr main or sanvice Eno rapale can
keosen up iaad. conlaminating Ihe water Eowing inta Ihe housa,
Run waler batorn use: Especially inportont if the hama's walsr
has not been used for several hours, The tima vares hasad an
Ihe length of Ihe fead servica bne, Fiva minutes wil consiferably
meduce tha nmeunt of Isad,

Use enly cold vinar: Far drinking, cooking and preparleg baty
lonmta,

Purchiase & waler Ditar; ek sura il Is cartilied to rsmava
"otatleag.!

Repleco (ho ¢allre toad sarvice line.

Change faucel scteens: Reulingly chean screans attha ligpof
{ha favesl, as seciment and metats can coflect thore. The
Lompanants sheu'd unscraw aasiy.

Souers Enamrmt oo Pruchon Mgy,
Kmaran Wertr ihda ATpacbn. [ ——




IESTING
Con!irmeé from Page 1A

La Grande School Districh
Superintendent Lairy Glaze
said the resuits will be an-
novnced soon after the tests
are completed.

“Ourr goal is to have lead-
free water. We may already
he achieving this goal” Glaze

said.

Should lead be delected
ab any source, the district
will take immediate action
to correct the problem. This
could involve replacing pipes

Tim MustoefTha Observer

or shutting off drinking Samples from ali ofthe approximately 400 water fixtures inthe La Grande School
fountains or sinks, Districts buildings were sent to a lab for analysis as part of the district’s mission to
Should pipes have to be deterrnine the lead levels in the buildings’ water.
replaced, the expense could Ny
be high. It is a cost, though, allocate additional fanding they necd to test their drink-  state universities testing its
{hat the district will notshy o school diskxicts for lead ing water and ensure we are  water for lead this summer.
away from, testing. Glaze said any such  deing everything possible to “EOU has not had issues
“We can't equivocate when  funding would be welcome. ensure students and stall in the past, but we are plan-
it comes Lo student safety” “The call for testing) falls  ave safe;” Mulvihilissidina  ning fo run lests on drinking
Glaze said. ' ander the category of another  news releasc. fountains over the stunmer
He said the school distriet  unfunded requirement from TMESD servesall of Union  and planning to install new
would take money ouofits  thestale) Glaze said. County's schoo} districts, filters that sereen cut lead,
general fund to cover the cost He said il money is including Union, which is regardless,” said Tim Seydel,
even though no money has granted from the Bmergency  alsosebto begin lesting its EOUs vice president for
een budgeted for it. Board, it would probablyhe  water for lead. university advancement,
Gaov. Kate Brown tecently . for testing only and not cover Union School District EOU, like the La Grande
asked ali Oregon school staps like pipe replacement, Supesintendent Carter Wells Sehool District, gots all of
districs to test their water Mark Mulvilill, superin- said his school distriet will its water from the City of
for lead. Brown issued her tendent of the InterMountain ~ de its tesling with assistance  La Grande, which tests
recommendation not long Fducation Servico District, - from the City of Union. regularly for lead and other
after lead was defected in said the important thing is to “We will be working contaminants,
the water of schools in the help schoot districke get this closely with the city” Wells “We exceed by far the
Portland school diskrict. testing done. said. . statesnd federal standards
Glaze noted that thereis a “The IMESD is conunitted On the higher education for quality,” said City of
possibility that the Legisla- to supporting our 18 compo-  front, Eastern Oregon Uni-  La Grande Puhlic Works
ture's Emergency Board may  nent districts with whatever  versily will be among Lhe Director Norm Paullus.

o ©
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA} and
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) say
“there is no known safe level of lead in a child’s blood.”
Effects of lead poisoning include developmental delays,
memory loss and brain damage.

The discovery of lead in drinking water in Portland
public schools so soon after the lead crisis in Flint,
Michigan, ignited alarm in schools across the state of
QOregon, including those in Lane County.

Kerry Delf, associate director for communications for
Eugene Schogl District 4], says that after tests this spring
showed excessive levels of Jead at the district office and
three schools — Sheldon High School apd Roosevelt
and’ Kennedy middle schools -~ 4] has hired PBS
Environmental + Engineering to test all water faucets used
for drinking and making food district-wide.

47 last tested jts drinking water for lead in 1998, Delf
says, when it found and fixed the locations “where water
samples were identified for concern.” Those same locations
were tested this year.

Delf says the district-wide tests will cost an estimated
$25,000 or moere, and the money will come from 4J’s
general fund, with no state dollars yet available to help.

The Oregon Health Authority (OHA)Y, which oversees
many state health care programs, has never required school
disiricts 10 collect water quality data unless they use a well,
and Oregon school drinking water has nof ragularly been
tested hy the districts themselves, OHA is currently discussing
guidelines or standards for school districts to follow,

*“Think about how disturbing it is that the goal of sending
children o scheol is 1o educate them 1o be productive
members of society, and lead is a barrier to that,” says Lisa
Arkin, executive director of the environmental justice
nonprofit Beyond Toxics.

For public water supplies, the FPA. recommends acting on
Iead Jevels of more than 15 parts per billion (pph). For schocls,
since testing protocol differs, the action level is 20 ppb, The
distrier sampled each fixture twice, once after the water sat
overight and again after flushing water through the system.

The highest lead levels —866 ppb and 521 ppb —- were
found at a Roosevelt fountain, whick is being demolished,
and at Sheldon. After being fiushed with water, most
fixtures registered below the EPA’s action level, but three

- were siill above thar level,

‘PBS Environmental + Engineering will retest the
buildings already tested by the distriet.

Jogl Iboa, envircnmental justice and community
outreach manager for Beyond Toxics, says he’s concerned
that kids in low-income communiries might be at greater
risk because they are more likely to live in older homes
where lead is already an issue. Malnourishment alsy
worsens the effects of Jead poisoning.

“I don’t think schools should be blamed,” Arkin says.
“They didn’t have guidance and they don’: have the budget
that allows them 1o deal with this problem.”

Delf says testing is underway, and once complete, the
district will Telease the test results and determine the
lead source. Delf says thar based on the resuits of the
preliminary testing, fixrures like faucets and sinks are most
likely to blame for the presence of lead, in which case the
district will replace fixtures and test again. If the problem
is not reselved, the district will need to take further action.

“The follow-up to the testing will be impertant,” Thoa says.

Springfield and Bethel districts are also testing school
drinking water. Untl} testing is complete, #’s. unclear how
much repairs will cost the districts. . .

Keep up with 41's progress at 4j.Jane.edu/water, and learn
more about Jead peisoning at epa.gov. — Amy Schreider

——
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School board OKs $1.25M
to test blood for lead 7.~

By Betsy Hammond
The Oregonian/OregonLive

The Portland school board
voted Tuesday to spend up
to $1 million to test for lead
in the bloed of 14,300 stu-
dents and employees using
mail-in kits.

That comes on top of the
board’s decision two weeks
ago te spend $250,000 for
more than 3,300 in-per-
son tests to be conducted
at schools In July. The dates
and locations for those tests
will be decided and made
public by Friday, said Yousef

Awwad, the district’s chief
financial officer.

School district 1saders
agreed to those unusua) and
expensive measures in the
wake of revelations that the
school district provided lead-
tainted water in sinks and
fountains in many schools
and left even more dangerous
lead paint dust and debris
untreated at some schools.

David Hobbs, senior direc-
tor of facilities and asset
management, told the school
hoard his department does
not yet kriow which schools

xr

pose the highest lead paint
risk to saadents and employ-
ees, but they are working to
fgure that out.

Testing for lead in the
water in every drinking
fountein, sink and faucet
in Pertland Public Schools
will be completed by Friday,
Hobbs said. Test results will
be released as soon as the
district receives them, said
Amanda Whalen, chief of
staff to Superintendent Cai-
ole Smith.

betsyhammond@oregorian.com

By Stare RepReSENTATIVE Ros Nosse

ayd-+

Lately it seems that Oregen,
long touted as progressive when it

. comes to the environment (we are

the state that launched the bottle
bill), has faced one environmental
disaster after another.

First it was heavy metals in
our air, then the oil trains, and now
lead in our schools, As a Portland
Public Schoals parent, I share the
copcens of my neighbors about
the health of our children.

Like many of you, |
am anxiously awsiting the
independent investigation and

, report to the school board. In

the: meantime, we know that the
status quo is unacceptable, and
needs to change,

Long-term exposure 1o lead
is harmful, especially to young

. minds that are still developing.

I'm thankful the House and
Senate leadership announced they
would ask the State’s Emergency

. Board help schools pay for lead

' testing, While this dossn't solve
the problem, it will help us to
see the full scope of the problem,
and how it impacts Oregonians
statrewide.

Unfortunately, many
of Oregen's public schools
are housed in old buildings,
constructed during a more lenient

_era for building codes at times

when we knew a lot less about the

¢ harmful effects of lead than we do

TOW.

Additionally, after the
recession hit in 2008, Oregon
had to make hard choices about
what we could fund. Building
maintenance and improvements
are typically paid for by passing
bonds, and it was difficult to
move projects like that when
money was so tight statewide. As
a result, renovations for buildings
were put on the back burner,
leaving environmental issues in
our schools 1o get worse,

Testing will show that we
need renovations and that they
need to happen, soon. The cost
will be significant in some cases.

There is a mechanism in
place to secure the funding we
need for needed improvements;
Injtiative Petition 28.

The Inidative is a gross
receipts tax that will apply te
businesses that make more than
525 miilion per year in Oregon
sales including businesses like
McDonalds, Bank of America,
and Comeast, that can easily
afford a modest increase in their
tax burden.

This tax would generate
approximately $2.5 billion doltars
over the next biennium, with the
promise that those funds would
be used for education and health
care funding.

That's money that could

make a huge difference in fixing
the pipes in our old schocl
buildings statewide, as weil as

making other  improvements
to protect our students. You
can learn more about IP 28 at
abetteroregon.org.

While
Schools were the first to uncover
lead in their drinking water, we're
already seeing this in Evgene and
in other districts around the state
as they start to test as well.

We need to come together
and properly fund necessary
improvements to get these metals
out of our drinking water, That
way our kids can attend school
safely and develop into capable
young aduls.

Portland  Public’

Fortland, OR
{Multnomah Co.)
The Oregonian
(Circ. D. 247,833}
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