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Béaverton water safe, cif

l.éad found i}1 .
Beaverton school

water fountains

Water from two drinking
fountains at Highland Park
Middle School in Beaverton
were tested and shown to
have elevated levels of iead,
the school district announced
Monday. 744-7

Highland Park’s drinking
fountains have been shut off
and bottled water has been
provided, the district said in
a news release. The school,
at 7000 S.W. Wilson Ave., has
about 900 students.

A certified industrial
hygienist tested the water
after a student raised con-
cernsabout the color of water
coming out of a fountain,

the district said. Tests also  wide screening of studeats is
showed elevated levels of planned, Wheeler said.

iron and cloudiness in “sev-
eral” dsinking feuntains, th
districtsaid in a news release,

One of the fountains had
21.2 parts per billion of Jead
and the other had 16,9 parts
perbillion. The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency consid-
ers anything over 15 parts per
billion 1o be “actionable” dis-
trict spokeswoman Maureen
Wheeler said.

Wheeler said the water
was tested again Monday and
resulis would be known fater
this week.

Parents have been advised
to bring their children 1o
their primary caze provider
if they're concerned about
health effects but no school-

— Allan Bretitman
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TIXES PIN
Drinking vwater In the city of Deaverton Is sale — It was iated o have achicved “oulstandiag performanae” (bis yeas ~- the
clity annannced Honday following ihe Eseovery of helghleitad bevels of lead in water at Hightand Park #l4dle School.

LES VAHCE

officials declare Monday

The announcement
follows discovery of lead
at Highland Parle

There were alse elevaled levels of
tron and {urbidify (color and clarity)
in several of the locations sampled,
Water used i the kitchen for foed
prepavation did nof have elevated

+ levels.

The Times

The city of Beaverton shared
with ils residenis on Mouday that
the clty’s drinking water supply is
safe and meels o exceeds state
and federal standavs,

City elficials emailed information
about its water sapply following an-
neuncement [rom the Beaverton
Schoeol District that twe water foun-
tains at Highland Park Middle Sel:oal
showed elevaled levels of lead relal-
ed to the age of the pipes in the budld-
ing. -

13D wificials anaounced Menday
that.a cerlified indusirial ygienisl
recently tested Highland Park hid-
dle Schoo!'s water for lead, metsaly
and bacleria at five different loca-
fiens in (he school.

The disirict received preliminary
resulis Insl week thal indicated two
of {he lour drinking fountains tested
revealed clevaied levels of lead

Regarding Beaverton’s city waier
supply, the city shared the foliowing:

F Tlie city's water supply ineels v
exceeds stute and federal standards.
Information is available in the city's
2016 City of Beaver{on Waler Quality
Repert, also known as the Consnmer
Confidence Repord, at BeavertonOre-
gon.goviCCR,

Beaverlon waler is rated “out-
standing performance” by Oregen
Health Authaority. Beaverlon's drink-
ing water system was sarveyod/au-
dited by the Oregon Health Authori-

. ty's Drinking Waler Program in

Aprii 2016. The OHA found the eity’s

.. water system facilities Vto.be well op-

erated and maintained by knowl-
edgeahle and competent staff”

# Hightaisd Parle hliddle School
will ¥eceive new pipes throughout
the school ag pari of fhe curren{
school hod program, which will be
completed in summer 2017, Hightand
Park has 50-year-old galvanized steel

pipes and the waicr has been discol-
ored due Lo rust.

| City officials will monitor the
neighberhood water supply. The City
Waler Operalions group plans fo
iake add enhanced precautionary
measures such as heightened water
moaitoring and other aclions, in-
cluding flzshing, for the Highland
neighvorhood. Cily staff are also co-
ordinating closely with the
Beaverton Schoet Districd.

H Testing shows Beaverton's wa-
ter supply well below federal con-
cern levels for lead. The city's latest
water quality repor shows a jead
level of seven parts per biflion (pphy
in pipes in designaled homes in
Beaverton, well below the 15 ppb US
EPA action level for drinking waler.

B White lead and copper samples,
were not ecliected in 2015 - as per
Oregon Health Authority drinking
waier rules speeific te Beaverion —
the seven ppb valuze shown in 2013
ig in the 90th percentile result of
samples cotlected thai year. The
sext round of samples will he ecl-
lected in the summer of 2016 and
will be analyzed by the state-certi-
fied laboratory.

HIGHLAND
PARK’S WATER
HAS ELEVATED
LEVELS OF LEAD

Bottled drinking water available
until pipes replaced in 2017

By ERIC APAEATEGL]
The Times

were recenily found in fwo drinking fountains.
timinary results from water (ests came back

ing to Reaverion School District spokeswoman
Maureen Wheeler.

The tesls were perlorned afler a stident raised
conceras about the color of waler coming from a
drinking fountain.

Water from two of four drivking founlains that
were tested by a certified industrial hygienisl re-
vegled the elevated levels of tead, and also elevat-
ed levals of ivon and turbidity (color and clavily) i

D [ysome of the sampled locations.

The waler wsed in the schosl kitchen for foed
prepavation did not lave elevated Jevels.

“We take the health and safety of ouy shudents,
slalf and community seriously and wilt address
the results,” Wheeler said in o siafement.

The problem originates in the bujlding’s
50-year-old pipes, not in the overadl water systein,
which meets or exceeds state and federal stan-
dards for drinking watey, including for lead con-
fent.

Consuming water contaminated with too mueh
fead can residt i a varlely of health issues includ-
ing learning and behavisral prablems; exposuieis
particularly harmfl to babies ang younger chil-
dren, according to the Enviroimmental Prolection
Agency. )

Water tests at Highland were performed again
on Monday. Resuils from the re-testing, whichis a
standard prefecol, shouid be available later this
week, Wiceler added.

‘The srhool already was scheduded to be cons-
pletely re-piped in ihe summer of 2617, a $15 mit-

there is not enough tme for design, permisting

floors and walls — to move the re-piping work up
to this summer.
In the meantime, distriet officials are follewing

whicl includes turning off drinking fountaing in

_classrooss that bave combined faucet znd drink-
ing fountain fixtares.

The school wili pravide bottled waler dispens-
ers in every classroom as well as in the gyms,
main office, staff root, cafsteria and health room,

Many students already bring battied water and
areencouraged {o cantinue the practice, Wheeler
said

ing's water system and replace parts as needed.

Thstrict officials also wili consult with the city.

e

Highland Park Middle School studens are
drinking bottled waler after elevated levels of lead

School officials took the precaution after pre- |

showing etevated levels ol lead ast week, accord- -

lion project funded througls the capital imsprove- -
ment hond voters approved in 2014. Wheeler said -

and constrietion — which wvolves tesring fnte -

the industrial hygienist's recommendalions, -

hallways and classrooms. Signs wilt be posted in |

ESP maintenance stalf will ingpect the buitd- .
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Informat_i(“)m”wt
on lead-tainted
school water

filters slowly

,By Betsy Hammond
The Cregonian/OregonLiva

Pertland Public Schioals plans to test the water at
every school buildingthjssumnexaﬂer testsat Ry y
City Park and Creston schoo levels
of lead Alowing from sinks and drinking fountains
Farents at Rose Clity Park say they are extremei
upset that school district officials wiited unti] ﬂn]sf
Iiveek to tell them tests conducted eight weeks ear-
E:l“’ ;f:ealed lelad levels as much as double the (.5
nmental Protectj ’s *acH; 1 of
15 pags e ero ection Agency’s “action level” of
And parents across the cily furned apoplectic Fri
icl]a); :.-hen §upeﬁntggdent Carole Smiltjhl;o;?ecsgerz:i
s email 1o farml!es and employees that once
ests shcw_ed the toxic threat, the district ke L the
water flowing and gave no warnings against iIth use

for nearly two weels whi i
ile repairs wi
That contradicted th o et repraenn:

) e district’s eazlier representa-

tons, Spokﬂswqman Christine Miles tnldl')l“he Ore-

gon{mVOregonlee on Thursday that students were

enied aceess to the tainted water “immediately”
once results were known, Y

"Portland Public Schools te j
: grets not having not-
fied Families and staftas soon as the tests mgcat;

that there were elevated levels oflead” Smith wrote

See Lead, A7

Lead

Continued from AT

jate Friday, the district
sent another statement,

announcing it would turp~

off all its grinking fountains
and bring in bottled water
for drinking and foed prepa-
ration for the remainder of
the school year. Once test-
ing happens this.summer,
the statement said, olficials
will turn off and keep off any
water fixture that don’t meet
lead safety standards.

“We are taking thase steps
oul of an abundance of cau-
tipn for our students, our
teachers and our stafT, as we
work to determine whether
additional schiools have ele-
valed levels of lead in the
drinking water” Smith said
in the stalemens.

Parents at the affected
schools had said they worzied
students al other Portland
schools could alse be drink-
ing tainted water. The last
time Porlland Public Schools
did widespread water gual-
ity testing, 15 years age, the
results showed “most schools
have at least one location
wliere lead levels are above.
15 ppb,” then-Superinten-
dent Jim Scherzinger wrote
to parents.

“There is ample reason
to assume that retesting ail
schools in the district will
yield a similar outcome lo
thal [ound at Rose City and
Creston,” said parent Emily
Patterson, whose son atzends
third grade at Rose City Park.

Martha Ruttle, whaose
daughter altended fiest and
second grade in one of the
Rose City Park classrooms
served by a tainted watey
fountain, broke down in
tears, thinking she sent her
child into that setting day
after day.

“[ feel very betrayed,” she
said.

First test since 2001

No one knows how long
tke faucels and fountains
al Rose City Park and Cres-
ton have been emitting lead,
hecause they have not been
tested since 2001. More than
550 students attend classes
in Rose Gity Park School in
Northeast Portland, and 400
go to Creslon in Southeast.
Portland. Ia its stalement
late Friday, the district said it
would provide on-site blood
screening at the two cam-
puses starting the week of
June 6.

Portland Public Schools
arranged to test the water at
Rose City Park after a parent,
concerned by what happened
in Fliat, Michigan, insisted on
it. If’s unclear why the district
ran {ests at Creston. Miles,
the disiricl spokeswoman,
said, “We do random testing
when reguested by school
staff or concerned parents?

Those 1ests detected high
levels of lead coming from

Parent requests

A small group of Rose City Pari parants, representing
Access Academy and Beverly Cleary families, said they
expect the district to do the folfowing:

» Provide bottied waler at all schools untif tests prove all

_ water sources are safe,

» Show a work plan with a timeline, budget and sta#f to fest

every school before ihe 2016-17 year starts in August.

» [nstall fead-certified filters in every sink and drinking
fountain that tests positive for any level of lead after
mitigation, not only those at 15 parts per biflion,

« Communicate the lead {est results for every sink and
fountain at each schoal, and any mitigation plans If needed,
in a ciear, family-friendly manner.

 Tell flamities with children who have been at any
contaminated Portland school since 2001 how they can
test their child for lead exposure.

» Show how the district will conduct regular, recurzing

testing in fuiure years,

— Betsy Harmmond

Find links to the lak reports from Rese City Park and
Creston schools in the online versien of this story at

oregonlive.conifedueation,

sinks at both schools and
from iwo drinking fountains
at Rose City Park and one al
Creston.

Nething in state or federal
law requires schools to test
drinking water for lead or
recommends how frequently
faucets and fountains should
be retested after being found
safe, Bul. many Portland
parents are adamant that
it should happen nore fre-
quently than every 15 yeass.

Questionable fillers
Qutrage also sutfaced
among Portland Public
Schools parents in 2001,
when the district last con-
ducted thorough water test-
ing.
OF the first 40 schools
tested that year, 35 had
unsafe levels of lead in the
drinking waler. So district
officials shut off every drink-
ing fountain and some sinks
and hauled in five-gallon jugs
of clean water for studenis to
drink instead. The last docu-
mented testing befose then
had taken place in 1951.
Parents were livid: How

“Portland Public
Schoolsregrets not
having notified
farnilies and staff

as soon as the tests
indicated that there
were elevated levels
of lead” 'The federal
Environmental
Protection Agency’s
“best practices
indicate that once
elevated levels of lead
are found, those water
faucets should notbe
used for drinking or
food preparation until
they are replaced and
retested. We apologize
for not following this
protocol”

Carole Smith, Portiand Public
Schools superiniendent

could the district not have
records of systematic testing
since z decade earlier?
Then-facilities director
Pam Brown had no good
explanation but vowed the
district would do batier: test-
ing more frequently, keeping
good records, and making
sure parents and the pub-

Yic could. see results, And for.

ome year, it did. The district
tested every fountain and
faucet and made upgrades
and repairs at each one that
gave lead-laced resulls, o

Seiie sinks and fountaing
still gave off lead, however,
presumably [rom pipes deep
inside school walls or under-
ground. In those cases, the
district installed Alters and
retested for lead. About 1
percent of the [ilter-equipped
faucets and fountains still
emitted too much lead. But
it turned out that the filter
was faulty in each of those
cases, and a new fiter took
care of the preblem, Andy
Fridley, Portland's current
senior manager for health
and safety, wrote in a memo
to the Rose City Park school
administratoss this week.

When ali the filters were
replaced in summer 2002,
Fridley wrole, about 10 per-
cent of the [ixtures were
tested for lead, and every test
came back negative.

Since then, the district has
done no systematic testing
of water quality, “assuiing”
that the filters were 00 per-
cent effective, Fridley wrate.
But the filters the district
uses, Pentair Pentek rmodel
CFB-PB1O, are not certified as
effective for lead reduction.

It is unclear how often
the district menitored and
replaced the waler fillers
it was couniing on to keep
students and employees
safe. Miles said the district
had already budgeted and
planned to test all fountains
and {aucets this summer
before news of the tainted
water reached parents this
week,

Fridley agreed to be inter-
viewed about water quality

monitoring Friday morning
but later said ke had been
asked to delay the interview
untilafier 4 p.m.Asof6 p.m.,
Fridiey was still unrespon-
sive.

About the schools

Rose City Park school, built
in 1912 and added on to in
1977, is home to Access Acad-
emy, A magnet program for
gifled students, and fitst- and
third-grade classes from the
overcrowded Beverly Cleary
Schoal. :

In March, several sinks in
twe science classtooms and
three other rooms were found
to be giving lead-tainted
waler, 50 were two drinking
fountains, one cn the first
floor and one on the second.
Sludents were allowed to use
those formlains and sinksuntil
they were repaired, which
took almost two weeks. Fol-
low-up tests on May 6 showed
they were safe. Repairs to the
science room sinks didm't stop
iead emissions, o no one is
allowed to drink from them,
officials indicated.

Creston, built in 1949, is
a K-8 school. In March, a
kitchen sink, classtoom sink
and drinkisg fountain all were

_found tohe erpitting high lev-

els of lead in the waler. Water
from the fountain was found
to contain 33 parts per billion
of lead.

Tests Tun in April also
showed high lead levels in a
Idichen sink, a classtoom sink
and library faucet. tis unclear
how and whether those prob-
jems have been addressed.

.

betsyhammond@
oregonian.cam

@chalkup; 503-294-7623




