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Tests féveal
By Jayati Ramalcishnan

Three water foun-
tains at Gold Beach
High School woere
shut down this week
after testing of water
sources at Central
Curry School Pistrict
campuses showed they
contained higher than
acceptable levels of
lead,

Those fountaing will
be repaired snd retest-
ed by Christmas, said

Superintendent Roy
Dugfee.

“Three tested high,
50 we're taking steps
to make the necessary
repairs,” Durfee said.
"This was only at Gold
Beach High School —
averything at Riley
Creek was fine.”

Fhe state-mandated
minimum threshold
for lead confamination
is 20 parts per biilion.
The fountains tested at
30, 80.4 and 124 parts

—

per billion.

Tharfee said the re-

airs will cost around

1,000, which will
come out of the scheal’s
general fund.

Two sinks at Brook-
ings-Harbor School
District were shut
down for high lead lev-
els this summer after
conductking tests. The
tests in Gold Beach
and Brookings came
after some scheols in
the state found signifi-

- -

ead in GBHS water fountains

eant levels of lead in
their water, and test-
ing became mandatory
in August 2016, when
the state implemenied
the Healthy and Safe
Schools Plan.

Every school distriet
must develop a plan to
test for lead in drink-
ing water and, if it's
found, a plan to reduce
the levels. All results
must be released to the

public.
=
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After 2nd test, lead stil
Amity Creek

an issue at

By Kalley Flsicaro ! ‘
The Bullztin

Bend-La Pine Schools
plans to replace hardware
on all drinking fountains
and a classroum sinlcat
Amity Creek Magnet and
remove the spigot olfa
drinking fountain and faucet
from a sink al La Pine Mid-
dle Schoot after getting back
results from a second round
of tesls for lead in drinking

_wate

ater
Alter test results last week
showed somewhat elevated
Tevels of lead in water from
two fixtures at the two
schoals, the school district
had al} drinking fountains
and foad preparation sinks
at both the sites retested for
lead. The drinking fountain
that originally showed el-
evated Jevels of lead at La
Pine Middie School with 28
parts per hillien showed 9
parts per billion in the sec-
ond test, falling within EPA
guidelines — the EPA's ac-
tien level on drinking water
i 20 parls per billion. But
the district is removing the
spigot of the problem drinlc-
ing fountain and taking oft
the faucet of a sink in the
same raom, At Amity Creek,
the district witl be replacing
hardware on ail drirking
fountains and a classroom
sinl this month.
The problem drinking
fountain at La Pine Middle
School was in a classrooimn

used only for storage, ac-
cording to Julianne Repman,
Bend-La Pine Schools com-
munications director.

Lead levels elsewhere in
the school fell within what
ihe EPA considers safe,

For that reason, the districl
plans to tuzn water back en
at La Pine Middfe Schoo}
today. The middle school
Tas been using bottled water
for drinking and used water
from the nearby high school
to cook with since it got the
First results last weels,

Malking sure the water is
safe for consumption again
at Amity Creek is going to
require more wotk.

Before refesting for lead
tevels at Amity Creel, the
district turned the shut-off
valves underncath all of the
classroom sinks and drinic-
ing fourtains on and offlo
mave the metal hardware
and see whether i would stir
up lead in the water supply.

“I'nat elevated most of
the readings,” Repman said,
adding ihat leads the district
10 helieve there probably is
lead in nost of the shut-off
valves underneath drinking
fountains and sinks.

Naw, the district plans
{o replace ali the shut-off
valves, as well as the faucets
for food preparation sinls
and drinking fountains over
Thanksgiving bregk later
this month. .
SeejLead /AL
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Léad Levels in Pine Eagle School
District Meet Federal Guidelines

The Pine Eagle School Dis-
trict announced the results
of recent tests for elevated
lead levels in the Pine Eagle
Charter Schools drinking
waler at its vegularly sched-
uled board meeting on Mon-
day, November 14, 2016,

According the Districts
announcement, the testing
was condueted in all three
school buildings in October
by school personnel follow-
ing federal and state guide-
lines. Samples were sent ica
state-certified laboratory for
anaiysis, The results were
recetved by the School Dis-
trict and released within five

business days.

Forty sites were sampled
throughout the Distriet.
Twenty-onesiles tested nega-
tive for any lead and nine-
tecn tested positive for irace
amounis below the accept-
able levels set by federal
guidelines. Pine Eagle has
elected to retest ali nineteen
sites to ensure the District's
drinking water is safe. Any
clevaied lead levels above the
federal puidelines will be ad-
dressed immediately by the
School Distriet.

Pine Eagle’s lead tesiing
program was instituted to
ensure that drinking water

in the school system is safe
forchildren, staffand patrons
of the district. Water with
high lead levels can contrib-
ute to negative health effects,
especially in young children.
Information aboutthelead
testing program, including
the laboratory results, is
available at the district office
located at 150 W, Beli Bt. in
Halfway, Oregon. The Dis-
triet office is open between'
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. Monday through’
Thursday. The labaratory.
resulis ave also available on
the District website at’
www.pineeaglesd.org.

Lead

Congnued from A3

Alter veplacing the hard-
ware, the district wiil flush
the system and fest for lead a
third Lime. If those lests show
that elevaled levels are gone,
the district will furn on water
again at the schao},

As at 1a Pine, the district
has supplied bottled water for
drinking ai Amity. Cocking
wasn't taking place on-site

o) , !

anyway, because the school's
kitchen is being remodeled.
Food is delivered froms the dis-
trict’s production kitchen in
Bend.

Al Amity, the water to the
drinking fountains is turned
off. Hand washing or show-
ering with water with slightly
elevated lead fevels is OK, ac-
cording to the EPA. Plus, Rep-
man sajd, Amity's bathroonis
were all recently remodelad,
and the hardware in those

bathrooms is new.

The district estimates re-
placement of hardware will
cosl about $350 per drinking
founlain or sink, of which
there are eight total. The dis-
trict has received resuits only
for its 14 Facilities built before
1980). Resuits for facilities built
during or after 1980 probably
wili be availuble in & couple
weels.

—Reporter, 541-355-(1325,

r\'.;-  Mfisicarc@iendbulletin.com
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WSD has fixed 7"
drinking water
fixtures, officials say

By Julia Comnes
The Independent

fixtures and feund seven that  pratecol”
reguired fixing," Superinten- But seme fxtures not identi-
dent Chuck Ransom wrote Ina  fied as drinking water in the
post o the district’s website. test results, such as classroom
“Those fixtures were disabled sinks, could have been ased to
and repairs have been made.”  fill water bottles — and a mamn-
Ransom wrote that in the ber had high concentrations of
second round of testing, “some  lead,
ancillary fixtures” were found The sample from a sink in
to have elevated levels of lead. Room 104 at Woodburn High
But further analysis of the School had a lead concentra-
results paints a more dramatie tion of 262 pariés per hillion,
pieture: Over B parcent of the  while water from the sink in
1,038 fixtures had lead levelsof Roemn 14 at Eincofn had 279
4t least 20 parts per billion, the parts per billion, nearly 4
federal limit for water from in-  times the threshold.
dividuat fixtures. {Note: fhe  Ransom suid that's why the
cotminonly used EPA aetion district decided {o teat Bvery
level of 15 parfs per billion is water fixture in the sehocls,
Intended for system-wide lead not just ones designated for
cotteentrations in publle water  drinking,
sources). “There’s no way lo step a
‘Watet from a shower fixture person from filling up a water
at Vator Middle Svhool had a  bettle in a sink that isnt neces-
feud concenlration of 580 parts  sarily designated for duinking,”
per billion — 29 times the 20 Ransem sald.
parts per billion threshold, Wa- According to the Oregon
ter from a hallway drinking Health Authority, fead expo-
fountain at Lincoln Blernentary  sure is especially dangercus in
School had a lead concentra- children and can have lifelong
tlon- nearly 12 times that effecis Some symploms of lead
threshoid. poisouing in ehildren includa
As a whoele, the results may  tirednoss or loss of energy, hy-
be skewed ligher because of peractivity, frritability or
the range of fixtaves tested; erankiness, veduced attention
The district tested every water span, poor appetite, trouble
fixture at the schools, including  sleeping and more.
ones not used for drimking wa- “The effects of lead on a
ter, Iike outdoor hose bibs, child can be permanent and ir-
Even shuwers generaily aven't reversible,” the Cregon Health
a seurce of lead polsoning — Authority website reads, -
human skin can't absorblead.  “Even small amounts of lead
“We went over and above,” can be harmful.”
said Leigh. “We tested things Two schools stood out for
not covered winder the testing  their high levels of lead sverall:

Nearly one in 12 water fix-
tures at Woodbury Schoo! Dis-
trict buildings had cencentra-
tions of fead higher than the
federal lirait of 20 parts per bil-
lion, test resulls released in
September show. It was the-
First time the district had ever
perfermed lead testing on the
schools’ water fixiures.

The testing was conducted
over the summner, folfowing
guidelines refeased by the Or-
egon Health Authority as part
of a statewide plan to prevent
lead poisening In scheols, Fix-
tures whese water samples
had lead concentrations higher
{han 20 parts per blflion wera
fmmediately repaired or shut
¢ll, the district sgid,

“Fhere are only twe fixtures
left in the disirict where we
have not yet identified the
souyee of the lead,” said Ivan
1.eigh, 1naintenance supervisor
for the district, Jast week. Leigh
said that heth of those fixiures
are curreatly disabled.

The test results were posied
to the district website, Letters
were sent to paren{s address-
ing the results for individiual
schools,

“In the first round of testing,
we focused on drinking water
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French Prairie Middle School,
where 214 percent of fixtures
produced samples with lead
cencentzations over 20 parfs
per billion, and Lincoln, where
water froin 26,2 percent of fix-
tures had lead concentrations
aver 20 parts per billion.

‘Those schools, which share a
campus, are some of the oldest
Indfdings in the district, French
Prairie was built in 1852 and
Linceln was built in 1962.

Leigh &ald that the reasen
could be that the schools’ fix-
tures may not have been re-
placed recently.

“It can be hard to gauge,”
Leigh said of why a school
might have higher lead loveis..
“Sometimes an older school
has newer fixtures, since they

; v ‘
NM water now safe,

were recenitly replaced. Some-
limes they ztill have the origi-
nal fixtures.” .

Ransom said that often
there’s a direet correlation be-
fween how frequently a fixture
is used aad how mach lead is in
the water from that fixture,
The less frequently used fix-
tures tend 1o have a higher
amottnt of lead build-up, Ran-
soin safd.

Leigh said that in the vast
majority of cases al the sehools,
the seurce of tead in the water
was the fixture itself, and the
problem was remedied by re-
placing the fixture.

Though this was the firsi
tine Hye disfrict had tested for
leag, Ransomn gald that it won't
be the last,

Lead testing reveals problem fixtures

‘Fhe Oregon Board of Eduea-
iion has asked schools to sub-
ot yearly facility safety ve-
ports, inciuding test resulis for

_lead concenlrations. And Ran-
som suid that over the next few
Years, construction for the
Bond projects will involve fre-

quent retesting of water fix-

tures.

“Most of us would like to see
those numbers at zere, that is
the true goal,” Ransom said.
“But for now, we're taking care
of the biggest problems and ar-
eas of greatest concern.”

-
dJulfa Contines covers all things
Woodburi, She can be recehed af
503-765-1195 or jeomnes@imond-
burnindeperdent.com.

district says

Last month, the North Marion School Dis-  letter to parents.

trict removed water dispensers from its

schools after retest resul{s from water lead

tegts cae back with acceptabie levels,
Aungust samples of several sinks in the

. district came bacl with resu
state threshold of 20 parts per

district issued bottled water dispensers at

every schaol as a precaution.
“We suspect the elevated
"from six weeks of Inactivily

supply syste in those buildings between
the July and August testing dates,” ex-
plaiced Superintendent Boyd Keyser in a
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all drinking fo

Its abave the
hillien, so the Middle Schoo s

for which the di

Since then, subsequent tests have shown

uniains ave befow the re-

quired state Jevel. No drinking founlain in
the distriet has registered move than 20 ppb,
Keyser reiterated. However, North Marion

(ill has elassreom fountains
strict is still waiting on fest

results, so [he district Las restricted use of

levels were these fountains

in the water

ceplable level i
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nrodified and retested,” Keyser said.

for drinking purposes.

“We will continue to test our water cut-
lets and if any outlet registers above the ac-

£ will be decommissioned,
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//School District

Will Retest for Lead

by Linda Bergeron
of the Hefls Canyon Journal

At the regular meeting of
the Pine Eagle School
Distriet’s bourd on Novem-
her 14, the board had a full
report from Maintenance
Supervisor Shawn Thatcher
regarding the test results for
the possibility of tead in the
water (as published in the
November 16 issue of the
Hells Canyon Journal), Of the
40 sites (from all thyee build-
ings)where test samples were
taken, 21 ofthem tested nega-
tive, and 19 tested positive
with trace amounts. He pro-
vided a chart of the specific
sites, and assured the board
that these were analyzed hy
a state-certified lab, and that
the 19sites would be yetested
“to ensure that the district’s
drinking water is safe.”

He said that, if necessary,
“We'll remediate, mitigate,
and turn it off.” The State of
Oregon is reimbursing the
district for those coests in-
curred only up to December
31.

Barlier in November, the
City of Halfway's Public
Worles DHrector, Paige
Prederickson, clarified that
“lead and copper are not found
naturally in water,” and that
thetacal water source, inchud-
ing wells, dees nol contain
lead. She explained that

pleted audit report is sched-
uled for December.) She de-
clared an unexpected expen-
diture resulting from a dis-
trict employee in the 1990s
who was qualified for PERS,
butwhose wageshadnot been
reported as PERS wages.

“PERS sent us a hill for
$18,000,” she said. “I pulled
ouk the old files to check thai
it was legitimate, and it was
true,”

Senate Bill 98

Mus. deCastro detailed
some discussions at the OSBA
conferenceeatlier this month,

Senate Bill 98 passed,
which addressed dropout pre-
vention and chronic absen-
teeism.

“On the surface,” she said,
it looks like it wotid be ben-
eficial, but actually aspects
would be very difficult for
very small schools like us.
Dollars that are normally al-
leeated for schools like us,
that money can only be used
for such programs. It kind of
pigean-holes us.

“¥ou kave to write a grant,
and you only get up {o that
amount...”

She reported that a group
that she’s invelved with is
working enbringing together
small schools to add some
flexibility to that.

“Rightnow, thelegislature
can tweak the worling of the

plumbing in older buildings—+hill. We have provided sug-

svhich used lead and copper
solder were the sonrce of con-
tact for these elements show-
ing up in wager.

Present at the meeting
were Superintendent
Caminie deCastro, Business
Manager Lisa Butler,
Thatcher, Principal Morgan
Gover, and staff members
Kay Young, Denzil Kumar

and Jfoe Denig,
Directors Mark Butler,
Michelle Butner, John

Minarich, Kim Rowen and
{chair) Bob Seal were present.
(Heather Farley and Dwight
Saunders were absent.)

Guests included 12 FFA
chapier students who re-
cently attended their annual
convention, Carmelita Hol-
land, LeeAnn and Jack
Jensen, Dan Xoopman
(BMCC), Khris Lorence and
Tra Stutzman.

- Lisa Butler reported, “We
are in our audit process, and
it is going well.” (The com-

r

gestions andinput. We'd have
to see how we would imple-
ment it in pur schools.”

She is expecting informa-
tion in January on the status
of the education act that foj-
lowed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act — that is, President
Obama’s Bach Child Sue-
ceads Act (IRSSA),

“A new president can
change that,” she said.

Web Academy

Mrs. deCastro declared
there have been a numher of
issues which have beset the
online academy.

“The web program we have
heen using ~ they swiiched
platforms in August, and
weren’t even sure how to ad-
minister that. It was a night-

mare, Consequently, we have

iost some kids on this, this
week. We also lost some
money that we were antiei-
pating. We tried to pet some
Continued on phee
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Dallas lead results now online

DALLAS — Full resuits of Dallas Schoaol District’s lead testing
is avallzhle on the district website.

The district received the last of the results on Nov. 10 and
posted them on: Nov. 15.

Facillties Director Kevin Montague said the those faucets
that tested at or higher than the EPATecommended action

level of 26 parts per billion have been shut off or had signs
placed en them saying the fixtures are for hand washing only.

Most faucets were found to be under the recommended
limit after the second tests. Those that were not will semain off,
Montague said.

The districi’s Cltizen's Oversight Comméttee Is considering
how the next steps for the fixtures that are over the limit.

For more informatlon or to see the results: http/fww.disl-
las k1 2.0rusflead-infermation-in-dallas-school-d, ? VV ?‘
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