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Glide School

District water

safe to drink
74

Glide School District
announced that all its
water is safe for staff
and students to drink.
Al its water was either
lead free or well below

the established Orggon
health thresholds? 44
This announcerment fol-
1ows recently completed
watar testing performed
at all the schoo} district's
Facilities, Itused an in-
dependent, professional
lab, Umpqua Research, te
perform the analysis. Tie
district received test kits
and followed the proto-
cals to test the water. )
Governor Kate Brown
has created legislation for
development of guide-
lines in the new Health
Safety Plans required for
schools, which include
water quality testing, The
school will develop a plan
to meet these guidelines,
It also plans to test school
district water every two
years,

The actual testing
results can be found un-
der a link on the school
district’s website at www.
glide.k12.0r.us,
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Knight'Elementary School got more than an upgraded water Y

system thanks o some timely and generous donations

Knight Elementary Sehoal teacher Joyce
Brown knows it never hurds te ask. In fuin,
The Oregon Ulility Notificatior Cenier knows
how imperiant it is to answer the call

When you put deterniined cominunity part-
ners logether, great things ean happen for fo-
cal children.

Brown saw an epportunily for a donor to
hecome a big hiera at Knight Elementary as
Canby School District started upgrading the
water fountaing in each building to incorpo-
rele filiered water vefilling stations. The
Elkay Water Rottle Filling Slations allow
staff and sludents to sceess clesn and safe
water.

The stations meet lead reduction require-
menls, earning NSFLANSI 53 cerlification.
Canby Schoo! Bistrict’s water qualily lesis
came back negaiive for deteetable levels of
lead and other conlaminants, Even with the
desl results indicating clean, safe water at all
facililies, the distriet believed this upgrade
would afford peace of mind te anyone who
enters one of CS[¥'s facilitios. This proactive
approach limits the need for expensive, ongo-
ing water quality testing,

Birown saw the benefils of (hese water fill-
ing stafions right away; she wanted Lo equip
students with refillable water bottles Lo hetp
keep them hiydrated. Thet's when she
reached out to Thic Oregon Ulility Notifiea-

tion Center (QUNC), which runs the “Ore-
gon8ii - Call Before You Dig” cammpaigh. The
organization offered 1o dorate 406 water bot-
tles to Knight Elementary School students, in
partnership with NW Natural,

Both groups presented the waler boitles
snd other educational materials to students
on Friday, Sepl. 23.

“Now we don't have to get cut of the class-
rooln to get a drink of water, se we don’t have
to interrapt our teacher,” said one of Brown's
fifth grade s(udents.

NW Natural joined in on the fun, providing
egg-shaped sivess relievers, a reminder that
the smell of reilen eggs coutd mean a naturat
gas leal;.

“Bridging a loeal community service and
our eleinentary school childven is & great way
te teach students about their world,” said
Kuight Principal Christine Taylor. “We want
ta thank Oregongll and NW Natural for
teaching cur students and supplying these
waler botties.”

And just as imporiant as these groups an-
sivering the eal} is recognizing the leacher
wha dared to ask.

“Pd like to séid & special thanks to Joyce
for working to get this donation and bringing
this information to cur stwdents,” said Tay-
lor.

~Autumn Fester, Canhy School Dislict
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- District
sends letter
to parents on
test results.

By Jolene Guzman
The Itemizer-Observer

DALLAS — Preliminary
lead testing results in Dallas
schools have found levels in
some fixtures that exceed the
Environmental Protection
Agencys “action” threshold
of 20 parts per hillici.

Results found thai the
sources of most of those
samples are fixtures that are
razely — if ever — used for
drinking, said Kevin Mgn-
tague, facilities disector,

He said while he's not
pieased to see tests come in
1o high, so.far the results
are better than he expected
given the age of the school
buildings. .

] knew we were going to
have some {high) levels,” he
sald, *I had no donbt about
that.”

The results, readings from

“first pull” -tests taken be-
tween Sept. 20-30, are part
of the 552 fixtures tested dis-
trict-wide.
- Al fixtures that students
or staff could possibly use
for drinking and focd prepa-
ration were tested, exceed-
ing the recormendations of
both Oregon Health Author-
ity end the EPA, Montague
said.

The lab used for analysis,
TRG Eavironmental Corp,

began sending the district
results from only those sam-
ples that exceeded 20 ppb
iate last week,

So far, 24 samples have
tested too high, bus those do
not include the 184 fixtures
tested at Dallas High School,
which still ase under analy-
sis. ’

Montague sald fixtures,

tasting high have been

tumed off except those net -

easily accessed by students
or siaff, such as those in

- storage Tooms or blocked by

equipment.
He said even those will be

‘turned off as soon as main-

tenance Crews can get to
them,
“The nice thing is, so fay

.none of our main common

area drinking fountains out-
side of our classrooms,

which is whete most of our,

kids drink anyway, have
came over the action level,"
Montague said.

Montague said the scari-
est looking result came from
a kitchen soup pot faucet at
Oakdale Heights Elementary

School that tested at 1,540

pb.
He said that Faucet was in-
stalled for a specific purpose

is no longer used, according-

to kitchen employees at the
school.
"The soup pot faucet has

not been used in years”
Montague said, “It’s a piece
of obsolete equ.ipmem."
The district is waiting for
pretiminary resuits from

‘Dallas High School and re-

sults from second tesis
taken on each of the fixtures
that were high on the first
sample. The results wil! tell
the disirict what it needs to.
do to fix the probiem.

The district had samples
gathered following EPA

- guidelines of iakirig two at

the same time, Montague
said,

Samples were taken on
Tuesdays through Fridays
and between 4 and 7 aan,
bafore anyene used the fix-
tures, The first, or A sample,
is the water from the fizst

use, The second, or B sam-,

ple, is taken after the water
has run for 30 seconds.

“All of the A samples went
in from testing,” Montague
sald."Any of the ones that
came back at or above the
action level triggered the B
sample to go in for testing,”

B samples will help deter-
mine where the lead is com-
ing from — the fixture or the
pipes feeding the faucet.

“We do not have any of
the B results yet,” Montague
said. “If the B results come
back and they are lower, we
can pretty well identify the

{
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Early lead results released

fixture as the contributer
and just swap out the fix-
ture.”

If the source is in the
pipes, that conld be a more
complicated and expensive
fix that would have to take
into consideration the pres-
ence of asbestos and lead
paint if walls need to be
opened.

A final analysis will reveal
the results of ali tests, even
those not exceeding the’ 20
ppb thzeshold.  ~

Montague said once the
complete report is ready, the
district may want to have a
conversation: about whether
it wants to follow BPA guide-
lintes oz set a lower threshold
for lead in water in its
schoals,

“Twenty is the aciion
level, but EPA and Health
Authority say that ne
amount of lead is safe,” he
said, “That's probably a
board conversation.”

n other business, the dis-
trict:

+ Submitted jts prelimi-
nary draft “Healthy and Safe
$chools Plan.” The plan out-
lines how schools will miti-
gate risks of radomn, Jead in
water, lead paini, among
other health risks. Districis
were to submit draft plans
by Oct. 1 and final plans are

due in January. ;u/ny/;t
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Keepmg students safe

Lead discovered in 4 Vale school sites

besger wrote in the Sept. 27 letterr
that the disirict has identified 80
water lines to be tested, and 40

have been tested so [ar.

Results of those tests show el-
evated levels of lead at two Vale
Elementary School sites — .0297
parts per billion at a tap in the

reading room), and (389 parts per
billion at the tap in the ESL roons.
1 Enterprise A tap in the Vale Middle School
VALE =~ The Vale Schooi Dis-  science lab had a level of .0187
ict has notified parents that wa-  ppb.
1 tesis conducted recently in the The Oregon Trail Leaming
hoolé show clevated leveis of Acedemy had the highest lead
ad in Iqur water lines. reading, showing .0687 ppb ai a Linenbesrger said the district is
The district gent a jetter home  downstairs tap. taking steps to correct the prob-
ith students to inform family According to the disiriet's no-  lem.
rout the test results. tice, the Envircnmental Projec-
Superintendent Scott Linen- tion Agency lists 015 ppb as the

“action level” for drinking water.

“This means utilities must en-
suze that waler fota the taps used
“for human consumption do net
exceed this level in at least 90
percent of the sites sampled,” the
nolice said,

¥ John L. Braese

Johi L. Braese/The Enl
The Vale School District recently notified parentsj-l?hat IEFPHSE
recent tests showed elevated levels of lead af two Vale
elementary school sites. The district discontinued use of
the affected water lines. : i

See Le{ad, Page 6
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‘rom Page 1.

“we havs begun sam-
ting for lead every six
sonths so we can closely
sonitor the lead levels in
ol water system,” Linen-
ziger wrote, “Ia addition,
r¢ have initiated a public
fucation campaign to ¢n-
sse that people who are
rinfing water in our facil-
y know about the action
wvel exceedance, under-
tand the health effects of
sad, the sources of lead,
nd action they can take (o
zduce exposure to leads in
rinking water.”

The district has terned
£ affected waterlines and
osted potices at faps stat-

ing “Do Not Use Panest.”

Linenberger said lhe
next step is to replace the
water fixiures and zetest at
the sites. ’

Tae U.8. Environmental
Protection Apency man-
dates ngencies take steps 10
correct drinking water con-
tamination.

Lead can cause serious
health problems, especial-
ly for young childzen and
pregnant womert,

High !evels can cause
damage to the brain and
Kddneys and interfere with
production of red biood
cetls. Seientists have linked
1ead to lowered IQ in chil-
dren.

Tead is stored in the
bones and can be rcieased

later dn life, according to
research. During  preg-
nancy, the child can suffer

‘Towered brain development

coming from lead within
the mother’s bones.

‘The EPA estimates that
most lead exposure if from
paint chips and other envi-
ronmental contamination,
with 10 to 20 percent of
tead exposure from drink-
ing water. Buildings built
prior to 1986 are more
likely to have lead pipes,
fixtures and solder that can
degrade and contaminate
the water.

An additional 40 sites
in the district have yet o
be tested. Linenberger said
test kits-ate on back order
from the supplier.

—. i
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this weel,

Most of those sinls are in science
rooms, and all of the affected sinks
have been shut off, Baker 5J Super.

{

ievels exceed limi

Lead levels in water samples from 20 intendon
sinks at Baker High School exceed the
federal threshold for the toxie metal,
the Baker Sehool District srmounced

release.

(ppb).

LEAD
Contimled from Page 14

In total, 43 of 247 water
samples had a lead level
above 20 ppb.

The levels from the BHS
samples ranged from 20 pph
to 123 pph, The latter was one

of four samples that exceeded
:

160 ppb. Those samples, all
taken from sinks in science
room 112, contained 110 ppb,
113 ppb, 113 pph and 123
ppb.

Lead levels at other schools
included:

¢ Baker Middle School: 9
sources, levels ranged from
23.5 ppb to 73.6 ppb.

\

t Mark Witty said in a press

A total of 85 water samples fram
the high school were tested last month
~— 65 of those had lead levels below
the federal limit of 20 parts per billion

Baker City, OR
(Baker Coy)
Herald
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The district also had :tlmee water

* Souéh Baler; 8 sources,
levels ranged from 25.5 ppb

" 10 87 ppb.

* North Baker; 3 sources,
219 ppb, 29.4 pph, 49.6 pph.

* Brooldyn: 3 sowrces., 27
ppb, 414 pph, 68.4 pph.

In the press release, Witty

said: “The outlets have since -

been shut off and we can

samples tested from Keating Scheol,
none of which exceeded 20 pph,

BHS and Keating are the fast two
schools for which the district has test
results. Twenty-three of 169 water
sarmples from other schools exceeded
the 20 ppb limit.

See Lead(fhge u |

now start reusing the rest of
the system with confidence
that the water is safe, These
were the last two schocls to
be tested and we now have a
good baseline o work from
as we go forward remedying
the issues we came across,
and for festing protocol in the

future” ?_‘( (( — ?_T ),/I
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School District To Test
Campus Water for Lead

by Linda Bergeren
of the Hells Canyon Journal

At the regular meeting of
the Pine Bagie Schosl Board
on Monday, October 10, the
beard was informed by Main-
tenance and Facilities Super-
vigor Shawn Thatcher that,
“The OSBA {Oregon Schosl
Beard Asssciation) recom-
mended we should test for
lead in the water. The staie
will pay for the tesiing,”
which he said costs $30 per
test (plus the shipping costs),
and involves roughly 25 cam-
pus locatiouns to be tested.

“We do have lead in the
water,” he said.

Thatcher stated the City
of Halfway assured that there
is no lead in the water sup-
ply.

“Lead leaks inte the wa-
ter,” he explained. “We have
until January te submit the
district’s plan” for handling
the situation. “We may have
torenovate the plumbing sys-
tems.”

He explained that the
state’s Healthy and Safe
School Plan, which addresses
this, has seven components
to it, which includes testing
for radon and lead-based
paint.

Present at Lhe evening's
meeting were Superinten-
dent Camaie deCastro, Busi-
ness Manager Lisa Butler,
Principal Morgan Gover,
Maintenance Supervisor
Shawn Thatcher, and board
directors Mark Butler,
Michelle Butner, Heather
Farley, Kim Rowen, [hwight
Baunders and chaivman Beb
Seal. (Director John Minarich
was absent) Stafl included
Kay Young, and second grade
teacher -Dollie Becktold.
Guests included several par-
ents and 10 students, as well
as Dan Kospman, the Baker
County director for Blue
Mountain Community Col-
lege (BMCC), LeeAnn
Jensen, and Khris Lorence.

Busineas Manager's Re-
port

Lisa Butler said that the
vates for the PERS (Public
Employees’ Retirement Sys-
tem) for the 2017-2019 bien-
nium were recently released,
and will increase by 4.87 per-
cent for Tier 1 and Tier 2
employees, and by 4.23 per-
cent for the OPSRP (Oregon
Publie Service Retirement
Plan). The increases are fully
expected to eontinue.

Mrs, deCastro reported
that the OSBA ishoping tobe
able toeffectively lobby about
the dramatieally increasing
PERScosts, andisof the opin-
jon that the issue of rising
PERS costs “...is dependent
on the impact of legisiative
actions and the upcoming
election.”

Accreditation Vote

Superintendent deCastro
had provided the board with
a full detailed page on the
topic of Advanced Education
HighSchool Accreditation. At
the September meeting the

discussion had been raised
about how important a
district’s accreditation is to
students seeking accepfance
into a top neich university,
Wesl Pointor the Naval Acad-
emy, or [or envolling ex-
change students. Shesaid she
would come back with de-
tailed information to answer
these questions.

She solicited comments
from other school districts
and the Oregon Department
of Education, She found that
the Educaiion Pepartment
does not requivre accredita-
tion; and very few high
schools are accredited.

“Mark Whitty, the Super-
intendent ai Baker 5J, has
not reguired accreditation
throughout the 20 years he
has been in education,”
deCastro ppinted out.

Importantly, she cited the
amount of time district staff
would need to invest in com-
pleting reports, in the prepa-
yation for and hosting of mul-
tiple-day site visits and the
financial expense of the
preparation involved in re-
ports, which would duplicate
supporting analysis and data
that the district already pro-
vides the state,

She pointed out that each
vear a minimum of 34 re-
ports are submitled to the
state and 10 comprehensive
program plans as well, which
does not include grant report-
ing, Thedistrict averages five
grants per year which neces-
‘silate quarterly repoerts as
wall asa[inal evaluaiion that
includes a budget analysis.

She concluded, “Through
the research we have found
that students from nown-ac-
credited schoels can access
the same college and univer-
sity options as those from an
accredited schools, Foreign
exchangestudentscanattend
a non-aceredited school.”

The beard was unanimous
in not seeking school aceredi-
tation via the Northwest Ac-
craditation Commission.
Winter Spoxts

Included in the board’s
monthly Conseni Agendawas
unanimous approval of the
September minutes, the
moenth’s financial vegister,
plus the following contracts
which continue these coach-
ing assignments: Rebert
Thorn (girls high school bas-
letball), Troy Tubbs (unior
high boys baskethall), Josie
Graven (juniorhigh girls bas-
ketball), Itsy Tanaka (high
school wrestling), and Mike
Butner (Gunior high wres-
tling).

An expenditure listed in
the financial register — of
$1396 o Life Flight — was
questioned, and explained as
a purchase for all teachers
[per their contract].

—

College Help

‘Dan Koopman, spoke
briefly as a guest in support
of “helping our seniors get
the FAFSAs filled out.” The
annual application process
for federal financial aid
opened this month. He cited
hispersonal connection to the
area, his father having been
born in Jimtown, the home
place here knowa as 13 Acres,
visiting the cemetery, and
“poignani memories.” HWis

parents were noi high school
graduates. “The FAFSA,” he
shared, “is whereitall started
for me,” or hisroad to becom-
ing an educator.
Representing the college,
Ko?pman extended an invi-
tation to area high school stu-
dents to take advantage of
Continued on page 6

Contim{ed from page 1
the fnancial opportunities
available to them through
this aid as well as the Oregon
Opportunity and Leo Adler
grants, and, importantly, to
emphasize that BMCC was
available to help.

The Baker BMCC office
will feature two possibledays
of student assistance. Stu-
dents can get help with the
FA¥#S5A application on the
Wednesdays of October 19
and 26, from 11:00 a.m,
through 4:00 p.m. Koopman
suggested a willingness to

- visit the Pine Eagle campus.

(Later in the meeting Mrs,
deCastro peinted out that it
was no coincidence that
Koopman had shown up to
advoeate for BMOC services.
Later in the week, she and
other administrators would
be meeting in Baker City to
discuss the possibility of ex-
iting out of BMCC.) Back in
2000, county voters approved
affiliation with the BMCC
distriet with a tax rate of 66
cents per $1,000 property
value.

Drug Tesling

The tepic arose at the Sep-
tember meeting when Mrs.
Jensen, a parent, brought up
her personal concerns about
youth and drugs. Supervinten-
dent Cammie deCastro
brought specific details and
related district policy te the
October meeting as a result,
so the board had before them
Policies GBEC (Drug-Free
Workplace) and GBED
Medical Examinations/Drug
"Testing.

The board discussed the
matter at length, about the
complexity of requiring drug
tegting. Whether it involves
students who participate in
extracurricuiar activicies, or

staff members, or suspicious
behavior, it grew apparent
that undertaking drug test-
ing on campus is noi only
costly but complicated to ad-
minister, and can carry legal
ramifications,

Per Mrs. deCasiro, “On
student drug testing, there
are a number of things we
need to considey, Most schosl
boards take a whole year to
exhaust the subject. We need
to be sure how we go about it,
and have community meet-
ings”

She pointed out that when
a student does test positive,
the district needs to provide
counseling, usuaily else-
where. If the parent chooses
not to go to that program, the
district still needs to provide
that option, Testing could be
done by Interpath Lab in
Baker City. A male and fe-
male on staff have to handle
the specimen.

“If the student tests posi-
tive we have to do a second
test to rule out a false posi-
tive... From the O8BA view-
peint, if we were to get sued,
we need {o consider how we
would hold up in court... And
how do we handle prescrip-
tion drugs? Some behavior
could result from that."

Shereported, “We've dealt
with three drug-related is
sues in the past five years,
When I mentioned this, [law
enforcement] was shocked
that it was so low.”

Regarding staff, the sug-
gestion from the OSBA is,
that if the district has o con-
cern, Pince Fagle's policy
GBEQC, section seven is spe-
cific on reasonable suspicion,
and very hesitant about hav-
ing such n statement in a
negotiated contract,

+ "Owur best course of action,
liahility-wise,” deCastrosaid,
i




“is to train staff.”

Director Seal pointed oug,
“You've got ta be pretty care-
ful on 'reasonable suspicion.’”

WhendeCastrowas asked,
“How did you find out about
the three studenis,” she re-
plied, “We had a student tell
us. We can do a student
search, If witnesses were
there, we can talk with wit-
nesses. As soon as we find it,
law enforcement is involved.
A ypolice efficer cannot do a
search, but the scheo! policy
allows us to do that.”

KhrisLorencesaid, “We've
had some drug information
saminars in town. If the
school wanted information to
staff and whoever in the com-
munity isinterested, they will
provide training — on mari-
juana, aleohol, meth...”

Both deCastre and chair-
manSealbelieved that would
bebeneficial. Director Rowen
also liked that idea.

Mys. deCasiro summa-
rized: “Ijust want you tc know
this is what we have flushed
out so far — [ can get more
detailed information — and
what we have to consider...
Once we decide we want to
follow this path, then weship
it back to OSBA and they put
together policy for us... We
have to have the impact on
that, the passible conse-
guences to the distriet.”

One director pointed out
that when a district decides
that a student who is caught
i§ to be completely cut off
from activities, then for that
student who has experi-
mented, the social/emotional
issues that the student is
dealing with are com-
potunded, and the decisien
mightbe alittle morelenient.

Mrs. Jensen expressed her
concern about marijuzna,
“It'savailable lilke candy,” she
said,

Seal pointed out, “There’s
a lot of emoticne] concern
that’s driving this,” suggest-
ing, “You do what you can do
without drug testing.”

Mark Butler's suggestion
was “to get education from
folks It’s good t6 know these”
things, what physical condi-
tions logk like... We alveady
have policy in place. It's not
like F want to see us stick our
heads in the sand, I knew
kids when I was in school,
some would provide alechol
for kids... To subject them all
todrug testing? Iam not com-
fortable with that.”

Director Butnersaid, “‘Tar-
ents need to teach their kids,

" talk to them... I don’t wani
my kids tested... You'vegota
good policy in place.”

Sealemphasized the value
of getting information for
stafl and parents on recog-
nizing suspicious behavior, to
which deCastro added,
“...and behavior caused by
prescription or not taking the
prescription medication.”

Tt was agreed to add a one-
hour work session on the topic
to the end of the November
meeting.

Attendance/Intervention

Superintendent deCastro
addressed Policie JEA-AR
(Attendance Procedures) and

IK-AR {Academic Achieve- v
!

ment Intervention), report-
ing that several procedures
would be implemented “to
engure that a student is on
track academically,” stress-
ing the impertance of atten-
dance.

“Students who are absent
more than 10 percent during
agrading period [ususlly four
weeks/16 days] will be re-
guired to submit a passing
Aitendance Grade Check to
be eligible for extra and co-
curricular activities for each
waek of the following grad-
ing peried. This procedure is
in place to aid students in
gebting caught up on missing
assignments.” ’

Mrs. deCastro provided
the board willy a copy of a
check-offlist (Student Atten-
danceIntervention Plan)that
parents would receive in pin-
pointing what type of issue(s)
are alfecting a student's at-
iendance problem, Examples
are: transportation, aca-
demic, social, safety, health,
home. It affords an opportu-
nity for the parent and school
to open a productive discus-
sion and to work on a solu-
tion to poor attendance that
is a collaboration.

Emergency Planning

Thatcher gave the annual
safety report on Emergency
Planaing, affirming that
regular five drilis have been
carried out, per district policy.
He caid that they continue to

)

streamline procedures. The
planned incident in spring
2018 was carried out with
the Command Sysiem in
place. He reported law en-
forcement has been present
during lock-down drills, and
that, overall, classified and
administrative staff “are be-
coming more aware of learn-
ing the terminolagy and the
drills,

District Home Sale

Continuing a preliminary
board discussion, Mrs.
deCastroreminded the board
that with the house having
sold, "the process of that
would go back into the Build-
ing Trades as planned,” ex-
cept for the fact that a prop-
erty lot waa given for the pro-
gram, which is valued ai
about $25,000, The whole
package — house and ot —
seld for $140,000.She posed
the question of whether or
not theboard would still want
the prefits to go hack into the
program, and the consensus
was affirmative, {This was
not a vote.) By doing this, the
program would be able éo
purchase another lot and
“have capital to do some-
thing.” Students in the pro-
gram will alse be doing build-
ing associated with the
distriet’s School Garden
Grant.

Superintendent deCastro
reported that, regarding the
After School Program, there

isa sample schedulein place,
but to date, no applicants for
the position.

School News

Principal Morgan Gover
had a hrief update on class
sizes, saying, “Students come
and go, and class sizes can-
tinue to change.”

For the Celebration of
Learning segment of the
meeting, nine second-graders
(ages seven to eight) stood
before the board, each read-
ing from a recent assignment
to create a simple but stan-
dard essay which included a
statement of their topic, brief
diseussion, and a conclusion.

Junior Kayla Melchior,
this yesr's school reporter,
informed the board of the
daily dress-up activities
planned for the upcoming
Homecoming week, leading
up to the foetbail games on
Friday with Powder Valiey,
and the dance that evening.
The first day for basketball
practice, she said, will be
November 14

Mrs. Jensen inquired

. about the results of a survey

that had been passed out at.
School Night and during the
football games, waniing fo
know what the results were,
Mrs. Gover answered, “We
didn't have a very big sample
size,” to which deCastro
added, “We don't feel we have
enough data to show.”

The board next meets Mon-
day, November 14 at 7:00p.m.
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/ DHS lead testing results reported

DALLAS — Results from lead testing at Dallas Hi
gh School
revealed that 15 of the 184 samples taken exceeded it
threshold of 20 parts per biflion, = the action
Cnly one was a drinking fountain located in tha school’s
shop that Is aet used, safd Kevin Montagus, the district’s faciii-

ties director, That fountaln has been tumned off pendi -
sults of a secend sample. d oif pending the re

The others that exceeded 20 ppb were science sinks and
other fixtures not typically used for drinking and cooking, Slgns

have been posted on those fixturas saying they are
used for drinking or ceoking. Ying ey ate ot to be

Second sampies will be tested on those fixtures as wetl,
Resuits of the second-sample tests and a complete analytics

Teport should be sent to the district jn the c
foport she aming week, Mon-

o find complete fead testing results, ! ’
, go tor http/Awww.dal-
i'as.kIZ.or.us.f'fead-in[ormalion~in-dallas—schonlld. P i
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'BSD GONTINUES
T0 TACKLE LEAD

"IN SGHOOL WATER
FOUNTAINS 7+ 7

District moves forward to replace
and retest fountainis, provide bottled
water to schools most affected

L ]

By NAVLEEN XAUT

The Tiines “The
After (uorough load fest.  QISLTICE 18
Ing revealid that nearly taklng a
lalf of 1is schiools had rﬂa![y .
drinking fountains contaln- .
ing excesslve antounis of !ll‘ﬂﬂﬂh‘n'l’:
lead, the Beaverion Schoul  glance Wlth
District moved swifily to testine.”
ensure student salely. €5 mga
All fmzcets that were pour- — 550
ing water with unsafe levels of spokesraman
the hazardeas metal were re-  Mavrsen iWheeler
placed. As an extra preeaa- _ -~ .
_tiow, bottled water was dls-
tributed to every elementary
school where multiple foun-
ains were found to-contain
excessive amounts of lead.
But at nine district scheols,
Ioad is sifll preseni in 4amples
Sea WATER { Paga A0

gt e s ey

#il-

Water: Some schools
on bottled water this year

B From Page Al

of drinking water, even after
faucets and supply Hees were
replaced, aceording to results
from follow-up testing con-
ducted last month by PBS En-
gjneerlng and Environmental,
I all, there are five drink-
ing faucets and 17 sinks with
water still above the action
level; alt are waiting for refest
results from an Oct. 14 resam-
pling.
. 8till, the district said it
would continue its efforts to
provide safe drinking water at
811 its schools and support fa-
eilities.
- “Phe distriet Is taking a re-
glly proactive stance with
testing,” sai¢ dlstrict spokes-

.woman Maufeen Wheeler.

“This really gives us a greal
baseline going forward.”
Over the summer, more
than 6,000 samples were taken
from all of the district's
achools and faellities; two
saniples were cellected from
each drinking founiain during
the initial testing process.
Drinking fountains at 25 of
the district’s 53 schools con-
tained lead abave the action
level of 15 parts per biilion or
higher as gei by the U.S, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
for municipal water suppliezs.

Additionally, exeessive load
was found in fountains at four
oui of the distriet's seven sup-
port facilitles.

Schools where some foun-
tains are stili testing pasltive
for excessive lead, even affer
faucet replacement, are: Bea-
ver Acres, Bethany, Cheha-
lam, Elmoiica, Rock Creek
and Terra Linda elementary
schools, Whiiford Middle
Schooj, Sunset High Sclool,
and International School of
Beaverton.

Further investigations wn-
derway include testing addi-
tional components of piping
systems io determine the
source of the lezd contamina-
ilon. .

Ir those locations, the dis-
triet said, fountains will re-
main shut off, and the district
will eontinue replacing parts
and investigaling the issue,
until each is free of lead. De-
pending on the resalis, some
schools may need to have their
water systems overhauled,
though such determinations
have not been made yet.

Some schools
on hottlad water

Elementary schools that
have been provided bottled
water this year include
Barnes, Beaver Acres, Betha-
ny, Chehalem, Elronica, Errol
Hassell, Greenway, Hazeldale,
McKay, McIinley, Rock Creek
and Terra Linda.

Hlghland Park Middle

School will alse remain on .

bottled water Lhis year; that
school's water system was
previously set to undergo re-
placement during the summer
of 2037.

Al those schools, the district
is employing large water-cool-
er Lype tanks to provide water
for students, Students bring,
or are provided, reusable wa-
ter bottles to stay hydrated.

A new precedent

This §s the most eompre-
hensive lead testing the dis-
trict has ever done, said
Wheeler. Before (his year, the

last record of compreheansive
testing for lead levels dates
back ta 1989.

There is no statewide man-
date requirlng all school dis-
tricis to. test for lead, Al
theugh the Oregon Depari-
ment of Education approved
the “Healthy and Safe
Schools Plan” in August, ask-
ing alt school distriets to
sumiarize their plans for en-
vironmenta! and safety haz-
ard testing, it does noi spe-
cifically require schools to
test for tead.

In s initial draft of 2 plan
submitted to the state, the
Beaverton School Distriet did
not outline a specific timeline
for frequency of lead tesiing,

“We will await state legis-
tation: for gaidance,” saig
Wheeler.

The Oragon leglslature ap-
proved a plan in September to
relmburse school districts for
lead testing done on drinking
feuntaing and facliiities used
for food preparation.

Although the distriet’s
ariginal lead testing contract
with PBS was for $190,000, 1t
is working to amend that
agreement te reflect mulliple |
follow-up samplings and re-
fests. The district is seeking
state reimbursement to cover
most of that amonnt,

The district is also condinu-
ing to test for other hazards,
moving forward with iis
mulli-year-asbestos abate-
ment process and completing
radon gas sawpling.

Radon sample testing this
year found found actionable
levels at Tidgewcod Elemen-
tary School. The distriet ad-
justed the school's ventila-
iion ard pressurization sys-
tems over the summer, and
reports that it wil continue
conduesing foltow-up tests
over the next few months. No
olher schools had radon
above the EPA action leve! of
4.0 pCifl.. .

Lead testing updates will
be posted on distriet’s web-
page as they become avail-

ahle. ’7#(‘{/« 7 /
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By Kalley Fisicara
The Bulletin

Water from two fixtures at
two Bend-La Pine schools was
found to have slightly elevated
levels of lead, according loa
report the school district re-
ceived Wednesday.

The distzict has so far lested
351 drinking fountains and
sinlts used for [ood preparation

Lead

Continued from A3
THe disirict is providing
bottled water at both of the
schools, and 1uaning water
won't be used lor food prepa-
ration. Amity Creek was
already having ils Kitchen
remodeled, so food has been
_being delivered from the dis-
trict's production kitchen in
Bend, Repman said [a Pine
Middle School probably will
get its water to prepate food
from La Pine High School,
located close by. Hand wash-
ing with the water is OK, as
is showering, according lo the
EFA
The district plans to test fix-

tures at Amily Creek and La
Pine Middle Scheol a seconl
fimme to male swe the first
tests weren't false positives.

at 14 facilities. Ofthose, one

drinking fountain at Amity
Creek Magnet, an elementary
school in Bend, andoneat Ea
Pine Middle School had eleval-
edlevels of lead.

‘The U.5, Environmental
Protection Agency eonsiders
tead af 15 parts per billion to be
its “action” level. Whes lead in
water is at that level or higher,

Fram there, the school dis-
trict will find where the lead is
coming from and fix the issue,
It couid be lead soldering of a
pipe, Repman said, or the fix-
ture itself,

After initial testing int June,
when one sample was talen
from each of the school dis-
trict's 38 facilities, ihe dis-
trict made plans to test every
drinking fountain or sinl
used for food preparation.
So far, all drinling lountains
and lood prep sinks al school
district facilities built before
1980 have been tested. Test-
ing of schiools and facilities
buiit alter 1980 was finished
this weelt, and the resulls are
expecled to come back next

month.

Sa far, the {esting has cost
about $20 per fixture. The sec-
ond tests at the two schools

action should be talien o min-
imize exposure, according (o
the EPA.

At La Pine Middle School,
the water feund to have 28
parts perbiltion of lead came
from a drinking fountain inan
unused classroom. At Amity
Crecls, the elevated sample
Tad 31 parts per billion, By
comparison, levels in Flint,

will be expedited, which will
cost ghowt 380 a [ixture with
about 40 fixtures total be-
tween the two schools.

lead can get into drirking
water when pipes corrode, es-
pecjally where the water has
high acidity or low mineral
content, according to the EPA.

Repman said given the lead
found in Flint, and in Pertland
schools, Bend-La Pine Schools
wanted to do iesting, even be-
fore secomsendations came
from the state.

*As wa've watched otber
schoels around the stale test
and some schools are find-
ing very high levels, even in
the 5003, se we knew & was a
paossibility and that's why we
wanled 1o be proactive about
it," she said.

— Reporler: 541-383-0325,
iaf:'s:’mrwﬁbencf?n/!!eh'rg.cum
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Michigan's lead water crisis,
which varied greatiy from
house to house, were often re-
portedinthe high 100s, Given
the amount of lead reaching an
action level, Julianne Repman,
Bend-La Pine Schools commu-
nications director, said the dis-
Lriet is going to *proceed wijh
an abundance of caution.”
Seelead{AG

7881 153 HD'E S

g0z L& 130

{405°L2 "4 24D}

unaging puag

(-07 seanyasaq)
¥0 'pued
o w o L]
AFEHE BB
SO FE®azg
121 l—n:-m aq gt =
-0, =B ol o
| Eﬂ%"‘“‘gm"’sm
g “ﬁbgmn&'g:r
FgoEofa5278
B oo BB

g -»::?OK ',nm('f,"
Eedafdoneds
33 _O&W@camg
K PEYSEpRgS
BhR.8 N0l E

g -D‘gwu- ngg
B v—arng E‘:E”‘q-ﬂ
EEEa b gk
7 cﬁ‘f‘:‘ FWP‘E’
= g5 oo g
SrEese fman
tERSEA BFES

*sBUPIINg 58 Ul saanIX1y §94°5

ST JO . [943] UOLOR,, SIOLOSIP 901 UT $]9A9] YSIY Jo LI0A0dsip oy
woyy sajdwses ajdi(nw Ue el SeY S|00LS JI[qny JIZISN-waes "ABPSIUPaI

uo uTEUNOY Supiup B weuy sepduies Bugsal pea) $3e(103 ZEIRQUS)

B2 2Ue 00 05 peSSe) pue passeqg

SCNOOIS

for your school

To find drinking water test
resulis for the facilities
Bentl-La Pine Schools has
tesled so far, visit bit. by
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COVE

District

waier
tests

Cove School
District drinking
water meets EPA
standards

By Dick Mason
The Chserver

COVE —The Cove School
District has received good
news regarding its drinking
water.

Lead tests conducted by a
cerlified lab indicate that all
of the school district’s drink-
ing water sites meet Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
standards. :

Cova School District
Superintendent Bruce Neil
was delighted
to hear the
news.

“This puts

\he minds of

patents and our
* Neil staffat ease,”

Neil said.
He said the school district
. lakes pride inproviding a
" geeure envivonment for its
students.

“Student safety is our top
prionty,’ Neil said.

School district officials had
reason for concern because.
all of its buildings were
built before 1986, Buildings
constructed prior to that year
are more likely to have lead
pipes, fctares and solder,
aceording to the EFA's
wehsite.

Neil said that the school
district’s good water tesls
may reflect how weli its
buildings have been main-

'The Cove School District’s
- water was tested by Box R
Water Analysis Laboratory in
i Prineville,
The Cove Scheol District
is one of many that have
had their water tested in the
past five months. All schiogl
districts have or are undergo-
ing testing afier Gov. Kate
Brown called on Oregor’s 197
schoo} districts to craft pre-
cedures for testing for lead,
radon and other chemicals by
this fali,
Brown made her request
after Jead was detected in

. thewater in schoals in the

Porttand School District.

" In mid-May, the Oregon

Department of Fducalion
and the Oregon Health
Authority created a plan
regarding lead in school
water

The plan reguesta all
school districts that get drink-
ing water firom public water

. systems test for lead at school

buildings; requires disliicis to
usge certified drinking water

- testing labs {0 process the wa-

ter sampies; asks ODE and

:0HA to develop 2 method for

schnols to report resalts o
OHSA; and requires OCHA to
provide drinking water exper-
tise to schools for support as
thay test.

Contact Dick Mason at
541-786-5386 or dmason @
lagrandechserver.com, Follow
Biek on Twitier @lgoMason.




