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“Culver lead free

All school districts are
testing their water to deter-
mine levels of lead and safety
of their water, and Culver
School Distriet has received
the resuits of its August test-
ing,

deE:m Research Co.
completed the tests from the
samples we sent in to them,
from each building, We have
clean water and had great re-
sults!” said Culver Superin-
tendent Stefanje Garber.

“All buildings were tested,
except for the high school,
which was ir a complete re-
model, and which included
brandéd new plumbing

throughout the building. This |

building will be ineluded in
future tests,” Garber said. .
She said the district will
continue to comply Wwith the
regulations for lead {esting in
its water, as set forth by the
Oregon Department of Edu-

. cation,
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Linfield light on lead issues

The News-Reglster staff

Linfield College tested
212 drinking water sources
over the swmmer for lead
contamination or
issues.  Ta4.7

Ninety-seven percent of
the tests were negative, a
coliege representagive said.
But tests from two build-
Ings showed slightly elevated

eneites,

continne

The sources thar tesied
above EPaA recommended
levels were turped off. For
now, bortled
offered instea

I addition, two faucets
were replaced in dorm kitgh.

water is boing

Officials said they plan to
untdl every watar
SOUTCE O campus has been

levels in a handful of favcets be tested, If probl

. N CmS
and fountains, and that is found, they c..m: be mxwmn
Jeing addressed. officials promised, )
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PPS ..hmm es test results for
lead in neighborhood schools,
launches painting project

Pordand Public Schools has received
preliminary results from TRC Solutions,

and state-certified laborateries, who
tested every cold water fixqure forlead and
copper in the districts buildings, Work
also has started on lead paint in school
buildings, according to the district's
communications office,

Water dispensers were to be available in
every building for the start of the school
year, the communications office said.
Final information is to he posted when jt
is available.

The district has hired 2 construction
Taanager 1o supervise the injtial painting
project according to required protocols,
The abatement and painting started
in ahout 40 buildings, inchiding these

in North and Northeast Portland:
Alameda, Beach, ChiefJoseph, Boise-
Eliot/Humboldt, Rigler, Beverly Cleary
Fernwood, Rose City Park, Caesar Chavez,
Woodlawn, Vernor, James John, Lee and
Irvington.

The water tests for individual schools are
Pposted at rnu;__isesmwmbma%uw@.mwum.

The school distrier contracted with
Kadalyst Health Pariers to provide frge
lead screenings for students, staff and
families in June, July and August. Families
and staff still interested in screening may
make arrangements by calling (503) 916-
3i220r signing up at hep:/ /pps.kadalyst.
can. Final results will be provided as they
are available, the district saig.

The district also contracted with
ZRT Labs 20 provide home tast Idts
for those unable to attengd the clinics,
The total distributed was 915 and 273
Were processed. Of these, 12 reported
detectable lead levels, but none at or
above federal public health action levels,
Both Kadalyst and 71 will report
all test results to the Oregon Health
Authority, the district commumications

. office said,
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Updated lead report
reigased Jast wesk; more
results forthcoming

By RAVIEER isr
The Times
—

As of Friday, exvessive
amounts of Jead nave heen
{ound at 21 sebools — includ-
ing Sunsai High Sehool —
and ihwee suppoct facilities
in iie disirict,

Last week, the RBeaverion
School Digtrict released 3 sec-
ond haieh of leag testing re-
sults, eoniaining epdated num-
bers for elementary, middle
and high schools across the
district.

AL Sunset, five samples taj;-
en_feom srinkips fountaing
contained lead levels ahove the
limit sez by the U.S. Boviron.
mental Protection Agency, ae-
cording to the updated report.

No excassive lead was found
at Aloha ¢r Beaverton high
schools. Results for Wastview
and Southridge high schools
have yet 1o be released.

So far, the district hag re-
leased results for 40 schools
and five support fac ies; ad-
ditional resulis ave expected to
be released this month.

Over the smmer, more than
6,600 samples were taken at all of
the distriet’s schools and facilities.
Multiple sarples were cotlected
from all drincing fountains,

3¢ fax, the district has re-
leased rezulls for 3362 samples
collected at 1931 fountzins
acress the disticl Of those,
198 samples — abouy, 5 percent
— contained lead above the ac-
tion level of 15 parts per billion
or higher sei by the EPA for
mnieipal water suppliers,

Lead wasound in drinling
water facilities everywhere
from classrooms to hatbways to
portable buildings. Water fay-
cels with actionable levels
have been shut off, district of-
ficials reported, Those faucets
wiil be replaced and will un.
‘dergo follow-up testing ig com-
ing months,

The' distriet began investi-
gating the issue after 2 student
at Highlund Park Midgle

at 21
chools

School raised conceres about
“yellowish-brown" drinking
warer, said Maursen Wiheelar,
the distriet’s public comprons.
cations officer. Initial jead tesi-
Ing found that aging, rusty
pipes were contaminating the
Tountain with lead.

At Highland Park, 53 sam-
ples contained excossive lead.
Highland Parl's water sysiem
is set to undergo replicement
during the summer of 2017; wi-
til then, the schaol will contin-
ue to provide bottled water
through the 2018-17 school
year.

Like Highlaud Park, Hazel-
dale Elementary School sta-
dents will also be switching (o
bottled water this school year
Sixteen samplos colected at
the sehool contained height-
ened amounts of lead, with at
least one sample coniaining
139 parts per billion of lead.

Because Hazeldale i3 set 1o
e rebuilt during the 2017-18
scheol year, the distriet has de.
cided to provide students with
bottled water this year, rather
than replacing the fountaing,

The inftial delivery and first
month of bowled water 4t High-
land Parl; cost $3,337, At Hazel-
dale, the initial costs were §1,094,

Excessive lead was found af
more than half of the district’s
elementary schogiz that have
had results released so far af
Terra Linda Elementary
School, 34 samples contuined
aclionable amounis of lead, At
McKintey Elerentary, 12 som-
ples exceeded the lmit,

‘This is the must comprehen-
sive Jead testing the distries
has undertaken, Wheeter gaid,
Before thiz year, the last record
of comprehensive testing for
lead levels dated back to 1880,

Because the state of Oregon
has not required sehool
triets to test for lead, it's a f
1y new concern, Wheeler said,

With water contamination in
Flint, Mich., and Yocally at Sort.
land Public Scheols dorninat-
ng news headlines, he district
decided to undertale a ther-
ougl sampling of &1l its drink.

d
g

'ing fountains,

“We have 2 good baseline
now,” Wheeler said.

Newport, OR
{Lincoln Co.)
Newport News Times
(Cire. 2xwW. 7,011}

SEP 2 2015

Alfen’s P.C.B. Est. 1888

Schools now
have safe, clean

drinking water

It's once again that time at the end of every
summer that many young people dread, and
that most of their parents have been anticipat-
ing for weeks — the start of a new school year.
Classes in the Lincoln County School District
resume next week, with new students and el-
ementary schools beginning on Tuesday, Sept.
6, and returning secondary students heading
back to class on Wednesday, Sept. 7.

Most families have likely been spending the
past few days making sure all is in order be-
fore heading back to the classroom. But no one
has been preparing more for start of m“:m. new
school year than the school district’s facilities
and maintenance crew. Just before the end
of school last spring, a water test uncovered
higher-than-acceptable levels of lead in the
drinking water at one of the schools. And once
school recessed for the summer, the mainte-
nance staff began a large-scale testing program
of the water supplies at all schools.

This complete testing of every water site in
the district turned up 2 total of 87 spots with
dangerons lead levels, some as high as 122
times the allowable limit. The facilities and
maintenance crew spent its summer tronble-
shooting each site, swapping out fixtures and
plumbing, resubmitting water samples to lab-
oratories, and awaiting results.

Now, three months, nearly 1,500 water sam-
ple tests, and thousands of dollars later, the
school district can proclaim its drinking wa-
ter lead-free — just a week before the start of
school. “We're in really good shape for mm“nw.
ing water” said Rich Belloni, support services
director for the school district,

This was no simple task, and we commend all
those responsible for successfully completing
this project before the start of the new school
year. It likely wasn’t how they planned to sperd
their workdays this summer, but it needed to
be done in order to protect the health of stu-
dents and staff at our schools.

Of course that doesn't mean all the students
will be glad to be back in school next week, but
atleast the safety of their drinking water wor’t
be an issue.

And it probably goes without saying, but
nonetheless, we will remind motorists to
use extra caution while driving through
school zones and when encountering school
buses stopped on the roadway. Let’s make
the start of this new school year & safe one
on all levels.

— STEVE CARD
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By DEREE WILEY
Of the Keizertimes

When testing for lead in the water at
all its schools, Salem~Keizer decided to
take out of service any faucets or drink-
ing fountains that measured at least 15
parts per billion,

One of those fixmures is at McNary
High School after 2 sample came back at
800 ppb.

But the fancet in 2 sink in classroom
233, which Principal Erik Jespersen said
was used for a staff work area, was an out-
lier. Of the more than 70 water fixtures

/Lead found i

n water at Keizer schools

tested at the school, it was the only one
that contained 15 ppb. Two, a hallway
drinking fountin and a sink fancer in
room 245 were 10 and 11, respectvely.
Nine fixtures tested at less than one ppb.

The school district’s acdon level of 15
ppb is 2 more cautious standard than the
Environmental Protection Agency's stan-
dard of 20 ppb.

Samples were taken by TRC Solutions
on July 30 and analyzed in 2 lab on Aug.
10.

Two fixtures in the gym sdll need to
be testad because the new floor was being

waxed at the dme.

“They've been very, very diligent at
making sure that not only at McINary but
all schools in the Salem-Keizer district,
to make sure that every single source of
water is tested,” Jespersen said, “We are
absolutely committad to making sure that
all of our students, staff and communiry
members that have access vo water, get
clean water” .

Clagget Creek Middle School also had
ane fhxrure reach the action plan as a sink
fancet in classroom 100 tested on July 27

Flease see WATER, wmm_m A2

.Water tests
free of lead

BY CALLEY HAIR
744.7 Ofthe News-Times
LINCOLN COUNTY — Nearly 1,500 sam-
ple tests, three months, and theusands of dol-
Iars later, the Lincoln County School Distriet
can proclaim its drinking water lead-free just
five days before school starts — with a couple
of caveats.

Every clagsroom sink and water fountain has ~

heen tested, retested and determined to be free
of the toxin, said Support Services Director
Rich Belloni.

The only exceptions are a drinking foun-
tzin at Cubky Preschoel iz the Newpart High
School West campus, and two sinks at Newport
High East in a locker room and faculty bath-
room. All three have been switched off, and the
district installed & portable water station at the
Cubby Preschoal facility.

“We're in really good shape for drinking wa-
ter;” Belloni said Thursday, Sept. k.

There are a few watersites around the schools
that aren’t lead-free, but they also wouldnt
reasonably be used for water copsumption.
These include locker room showers, garden

SCHOOL DISTRICT an Page A6
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WATER: Cummin
schiool without

gs the only
resuits

{Continued from Page AT
measured 20 ppb. Whiteaker
Middle had no results above
action levels.

Clear Lake Elementary had

mings samples weren't back
yet.

A second sample will be
taken at any fivtures in the

action  plag
two
e mmwmwﬁum B L ) te  discover
wined e TNISISEpriority mhe e
actly 15 ppb i " e B
of lead, while U_\O\wmﬁﬂ for us. p.nwmm. WMcFM
M.o:uﬂm“._?ﬁm — Mary Paulson  of something
Forest Ridge Salem-Keizer School District m_mmw.r
measared  in ond MNEMM

ar 19 ppb. Two sink faucets at
Keizer Elementary came in at
17 and 15.
Kennedy and Weddle had
no results above action levels.
As of Wednesday, Cum-

at Keizer Elementary came

back rmuch lower, three and

two ppb, but the fivtures will

remain out of service unul
they can be fixed.

“What comes back in the

. J |

i

B sample won’t impact rather
we fiorit or Bot,” Mary Paulson,
chief of staff for the school dis-
trict said, “We're sdll geing to
Gx it because it already tested
high once. We'e going to get
to the root of what that issue
is regardless of what"Test B says.
We want to make sure it’s tak-
0 very seriously”

Test results are being posted
within 24 hours they are re-
ceived on the school distriets
website at herp://wewwsalem—
wawwnn.o_.w\wﬁm_.ﬁ_..ﬁno?ﬁ?
ing-information.

“Theres not any guestion
.A.w.oE wether or not these
&Smm will get fixed,” Paukon
mBnﬂ:HAn will just be a matrer of
dlocating finding that most
iikely was going ta be used for
something else becanse there

. was no budget for this. We'll

uzmnf‘.«nﬂo_oo#»ﬁvnc&m& \
and shift things awund, But

this is 2 priority project for us”
e i

SCHOOL DISTRICT

{ontinued from page 1

hoses, kitchen dish sprayers,
and laboratory sinks.

At those spots, the district
will either turn the water off
or post signg indicating the
water is undrinkable.

“1 think we'll look at the
showers, but 1 don't want to
spend the money to tear out
the walls,” Belloni said.

The massive overhaul of
the district’s water system
started in May, when a ran-
dom spot test at Yaquina
View Elementary revealed
one sink with a borderline
Yead concentration bumping
up against the state action
limit of 0.020 milligrams per
liter, That test spurred the
school to test its entire cam-
pus, turning up more sinks
and fountains with danger-
ous lead concentraticns — a
discovery that left the district
reluctant to take any chances.

-

|
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A complete test of ev-
ery water site in the district
turned up & total of 57 spots
with dangerous lead levels,
some 25 high as 122 times
the allowable limit. The Fa-
cilities and Maintenance De-
partment spent its surmer
troubleshooting  each  site,
swapping out fixtures and
plumbing, resubmitting wa-
ter samples to laboratories,
and awaiting results,

“Everything’s been re-
placed with compliant prod-
ucts,” said Sarah Hibbs, the
department’s administrative
assistant. “It’s been a lot of
money. Just in the tests, not
even gewting into the staff,
time.”

Exacerbating the challenge
was & tight deadline. Belloni
and his team wanted to sort
the lead problem ont before
children returned to school
on Sept. 6, which would have

list of the Oregon Health
Authority’s accredited facili-
ties. Eugene-based Analyti-
cal Laboratory Group, the
Umpqua Research Co. iz
Bend, and Salem's Waterlab
all received samples.

When it came to choosing
labs, speed was key, Belloni
said. Especially with districts
across the state attempt-
ing the exact same project
as Lincoln County under z
near-identical timeline.

“They have been turning
around (results) really well
for us)” Hibbs said.

Now, with the bulk of the
issue behind them, Hibbs
and Belloni ave tuening to-
ward other summer projects
that were pushed aside in
favor of safe, clean drinking
water guaranteed for stu-
‘dents and staff.

“We'd rezlly like to reas-
sure everyone that the wa-

tremendously  complicated ter's safe. My kids are going
the precess as maintenance to schocl and will drink it,
staff strupgle to work around  Rick’s grandkids are going to
school schedides while pro-  drink it,” Hibbs said.
viding temporary safe drink- More information about
ing water. the effects of lead consump-
They finished — althcugh tion can be found at www.
just barely — and Hibbs said  epa.gov/ground-water-and-

they're still not sure how
much the project cost.

“That's part of my job that's
been on the back burner,” she
said.

The district switched be-
tween three water-testing
laboratorles from a short

drinking-water/hasic-infor-
mation-about-lead~drink-
ing-water

Contact reporter Calley
Hair at 541-265-8571 ext
ZII or chalr@newportnews-
times.com,  744-7
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Latest lead tests
meet EPA limit

PENDLETON — The
Iatest batch of lead test
results in Pendleton School
Diistriet are in. 7447

25 sites at Pendleton
Early Learning Center fell
within the acceptable EPA
Himit for schools — 20 parts
per billion. In addition, 32
sites tested at Sherwood
Elementary school were
at acceptable levels, PSD
expects test results from
the new Washington
Elementary school to be in
soom, according to a press
release.

“We are pleased that sites
tested at these two schools
indicate no problems with
lead levels m the water,”
district superintendent Andy

Kovach said in the release.
All water testing results
can be viewed at the
district’s office at 1100
Southgate, Suite 8 or www,
pendletonk12.orus. For
more information about
the district water testing,
contaot Kovach at 541966~
3251 or andykovach@
Jpendletonki2.orus.
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Unsafe lead levels

ter at state Capitol

m wa

EARTHRIX

1t’s stilk fine for washing hands, however.

cets in the oldest section of the Capitol
building, which dates to 1938. That's

Agency says even small amounts of lead
in drinking water can be hazardous, es-

Further tests should help narrew
down the sotrce of the lead to either the

supply pipes or the plumbing fixtures.
Tests in the wings of the Ca

which date to the 19705

Worlers turned off the fauntaing and

heme to the governor's office and both
added signs above bathreom sinks to in-
dicate the water there is unsafe to drink,

lepislative chambers,

An initial round of tests in the Capitol

pecially te children and pregnant wom-
showed unsafe levels of lead,

en.

744-7
Some drinking fountains have been

turned off at the Oregon Capitol building
alter tests showed an unsafe level of lead

in the water,

pitol,

, came back clear,

There was also lead in bathroom fau-

The TU.S. Environmental Protection
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AD RESULTS

VARY WIDELY

Newly required testing complete, Salem-Keizer takes action

TRACY LOEW
STATESMAN JOURNAL

Mare than a hundred taps throughout
the Salem-Keizer School District have
been shut off because of high lead ley-
els.

That means students and staffers can
return to school this week confident that
the water is safe, district spokesman Jay
Remy said Friday.

"Nobody should woerry about their
child drinking out of a fountain or class-
rop‘in faucet that tested high” Remy
said,

The district received the final results
Friday from tests of all taps used for
drinking or cooking at a total of §t
schools and other buildings. Further
tests will show haw best to fix problem
taps.

“We anticipate replacing a lot of fix-
tures,” Remy said,

Oregen health and education offi-
cials asked school districts statewide to
test their taps for lead this summer, and
now require districts o post results
within five days of receiving them.

Districts in Marion and Polk counties
have complied 1o varying degrees, al-
though the directive resulted in some
confusion.

Dallas School District, for example,
was among the first fo completeits tests.
But the district threw out all 17 results
alter discovering a collection error, fa-
cilities director Kevin Montague said,

“With all the confusion surrounding
the requirements, the lab gave s the 1-
liter test kits to test for 15 parts per bil-
lien instead of the 250-milliliter kits to
test for 20 parts per billion, which is the
actual EPA action level for schools,”
Montague said.

The district will test again this fall, he

“Nobody should worry ahout their child drinking out of a
fountain or classroom faucet that tested high."

1AY REMY
SALEM-KEIZER SCHOOL DISTRICT SPOKESMAN

said.

Districts also are using different ac-
tion fevels—thelevel at which it will take
a tap out of service until [evels can be
lowered.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency recommends that schools take
outlets out of service when lead levels
exceed 20 parts per billion.

But no level of fead is safe, and ex-
perts say health effects can occur at ley-
els as low as 5 ppb,

As aresutt, at least three lecal school
districts - Salem-Keizer, Willamette
ESD, and St. Paul - have chosen a lower
action level of 15 ppb.

That means water that’s considered
unsafe in those distriets would pass in
others.

The state's directive to test during
the summer also has caused confusion.

The EPA recommends against test-
ing during-weekends or vacations be-
cause the water will have satin the ppes
tao long to represent typical values dur-
ing most days of the week,

Districts are using various
compensate for that.

Salem-Keizer, for example, flushed
each building's plumbing system the
night before testing —a practice the EPA
fays could skew vesults either high or
oW,

Of the Iocal districts that have com-
pleted testing, only two — St. Paul and
Willamette ESD - have not had any taps
test above the action level.

tactics to

Water

Continued from Page 1A

»1In Mt Angel, eight
samples have been taken
at two schools, and fur-
ther testing is planned for
this month. Superinten-
dent Troy Stoops released
4 summary graph, but de-
clined torelease actual re-
sults.

And one district, North
Marion, has not posted
any information about
fead testing . Superinten-
dent Boyd Keyser did not
respond to the newspa-
per’s questions.

Across area districts, ¢y Loew

the majority of test re- -
sults were within two or
three times the action lev-
el. But some were shock-
ingly high:

At Cascade Junjor
High, a science room sink
tested at 218 ppb, more
than 10 times the action
level.

At Woedburn’s Lincoln
Elementary School, a hall-
way tap tested at 234 ppb.

And at Satem’s Pringle

-aad 20y pue a5 ney o3 anp
paceidol aq [[ls SUteponoy

Elementary School, a fau- i"%é %é . g
cet tested at 14,000 ppb, g &E 20
nearly three times the lev- B B A f';
¢l the EPA considers to be GemER oS
. Pl = ag o
toxic waste, 744-7 iy =8 =a g3
tioew@statesmanjour- g day
nal.com, 503-399-6779 or &g E gge
follow at Twitter.conv/Tra- E. 5 ERpY
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Willamette ESD is going a step fur-
ther and providing bottled water at sites
where even trace amounts of lead were
found, spokesman Brian Florip said.
WESD has asked the owners of those
buildings to work to reduce lead levels
&t those taps,

Four local districts haven’t comptied
with the new state rule requiring them
ta publicly post results within five days
of veceiving them;

» In Falls City, seven of 64 samples
were above the district’s action levei,
the district reported on its website. Re-
sulisare notposted but can be requested
in the high scheol office, according to
the website. Superintendent Jack
Thempson did not respond to the news-
paper's questions or request for test re-
sults,

» In the Gervais School District, sev-
eral taps were tested and came back
within acceptable timits, according to
the district's website, But locations and
results are not posted, and Superinten-
dent Matt Henry did not respond to
questions.

» In North Santiam, Superintendent
Andrew Gardner did not respond to spe-
cific written questions, but said all
schools are fine except a fountain at
Stayton High School, which has been re-
placed. Results are net posted on the dis-
trict website, and Gardner declined the

newspaper's request for them.
See WATER, Page 44 \/
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Hazards in older homes

Not a day goes by that we don’t hear
about lead in the drinling water in ouz
schaols, Sad to say these levels exceed
federal standazds in almost all cases, Now
consider your own home, In many cases
these homes are almost as o}d as — or
older than - many schools, Therefora,
urless they have been extensively remod-
eled, they contain galvanized water pipes
withlead, What are the Jead levelsin
your residence? And while you are think-
ing ahout it, consider for a moment about
asbestos and lead paint in your home.
Many older homes built before 1950 may
contain these and many other hazards.
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Results are in: Local districts

test drinking water for lead

Some faucets in
* Clackamas County
- will be replaced
before school year

By RAYMOND RENDLEMAN
The Clackamas Review

Lead in schools’ drinking
waier hecame a hot topic
when Portland Public
Schools entered the nation-
al media spotlight over a
damning report showing
that systemic fajlures in
PPS administration Ied to
its inaction over a known is-
sue for at least 15 years.

PPS's lead-testing scandal
has spurred local school dis-
tricts to test for lead, Most
schools — including those in
North Clackamas, Oregon City
and Gladstone — have not rou-
{inely tested drinking water
previouly. In response to re-
cent concerns regarding water
quality, the local school dis-
tricts decided to voluntarily
test water sources over the
sumrer,

PPS district-wide testing on
80 of its buildings found heavy
metals across the hoard af ev-
ery location. In local school
districts, resuits were mixed.
When elevated levels of lead
were. found, the districts
turned off the water source
until the issue could be fixed
and retested.

North Clackamas

In June, North Clackamas
School District’s initial sam-
pling of 84 water sources at 11
sites discovered ondy that the
Student Store sink at Alder
Creek Middle School had ele-
vated levels of jead above the
EPA maximum of 20 parts per
billion, When NCSD fested an-
other 281 samples, 11 resulis
came back on Aug. 15 with lev-
els of lead above the EPA max-
imum. Bilquist and Mount
Scott elementary schools each
had water sources exceeding
the EPA maximum, along with
Milwaukie, Rex Putnam and
New Urban high schools.

“Our shared commitment to
student hezalth and safety and-
our desire to build trust
through commmmication leads
us teo provide this update about
water safety in North Clacka-
mas Schools,” wrote Superin-
tendent Matt Uiterbackt in a
letter to parents.

Oregon City

In Oregon City, OCSD's
Barclay Campus was found
with lead levels exceeding
the EPA maximum, along
with Beaverereek Elementa-
ry, the Clackamas Academy
of Industrial Selences, Gaif-
ney Lane Elementary, Hol-
comb Elementary, John
McLoughlin Elementary,
Redland Elementary, Gar-
diner Middle School and the
Oregon City Service Learn-
ing Academy. It made sense

that Oregon City High Schoel,
as the district’s newest build-
ing, showed no issues with
high lead levels, but that
wasn't ahways the pattern. Al-
though lead pipes were banned
in 1985, some of CCSD’s cidest
buildings lacked detectible
lead issues, including Alliance
Charter Academy and East-
ham Community Schoel,

Gladstone

“In an abundance of cau-
tion,” the Gladstone School
District used a higher stan-
dard te ensure a safe water
supply, and is plasning to rem-
edy any finding above 12 parts
per billion. GSD hired an inde-
pendent lab to systematieally
test school faucets and drink-
ing fountains. More than 500
water sampies from the dis-
triet’s five buildings were ana-
Iyzed for lead.

One test was made using

I —

Milwaukie, OR
{Clackamas Co.)
Clackamas Review
(Cir. W, 18,000}

SEP

dormant water sampled after
sitting undisturbed in fixtures
and pipes overnight. The sec-
ond test was done on water
sampled after flushing the line
for 30 seconds.

Exeept for the district effice,
four cut of five of Gladstone'’s
builldings showed water soure-
es with elevated levels, where
district officials have promised
to replace the faulty faucet,
disconneet the water source or
provide signs indicating not to
drink the water, for example,
in science-lab sinks. Any fau-
cet with a lead reading of 5 to
11 parts per billion in Glad-
stone schools will be retested
on an annual basis.

“Protecting the health of our
students and staff is a top pri-
ority,” said Superintendent
Bob Stewart. “We will move
quickly to remedy each prob-
lem identified before school
starts.”
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Water runs through a fountain in room sat B
tabeled non potatabie because the test resyl

that particular fixture,

MARKYLEN, DEMOCRAT-HERALD

eriwinkle Elementary Schoal. The watsr is
ts for lead contamination are not back vet for

Lead testing: First round done

JENNIFER MOODY
Atbany Democrat-Herald

The first round of testing
is complete for high lead
content in drinking water
at Albany schools, with 12
of 21 coming back with at
least one source testing
positive.

The distriet is now re-
piacing water fixtures and
retesting. Officials said
any water source that ex-
ceeds the allowable lead
action level has been
taken cut of service until
tests show that it is safe
for drinking. Any source
for which there are niot yet
results has been marked as
“Not Potable”

Schools that showed ini-
tial test results of elevated
lead levels in one or more
drinking water scurces
are Calapooia and Nerth
Albany middle scheals,
South Albany and West
Albany high schools, and
Clover Ridge, Lafayette,
Perjwinlkde, South Shore,
Sunrise, Takena, Tangent

r

and Waverly elementary
schools.

Tests at the former Fair~
meunt building, which
houses Albany’s special
programs, also came back
with elevated levels in two
sources.

No high lead levels have
been found in Albany
Options Schooi, Central
Elementary, Fir Grove El-
ementary, Liberty Elemen-
tary, Memorial Middle,
North Albany Elemen-
tary, Oak Elementary, Oak
Grove Elementary or the
district office.

Random sampiing only
was done at Timber Ridge
because the building is
the district’s newest.
No elevated levels were
found.

GAPS is providing lo-
cation and measurement
information, as well as
a copy of the actual lab
report, online at hitp:#
albany.klz.or.us/wa-
ter-testing~information/.

The district said prin-

r

cipals have maps showing
the status of every fixture
in: their building if staff or
parents meed additional
information.

The Environinental
Protection Agency rec-
omsmends that schools
collect 250 milliliters of
water through a first-
draw sample — meaning
4 sample taken before any
flushing or use oceurs —
and that the water source
be removed from service
if the lead leval exceeds 20
parts per billion.

Previous Demo-
crat-Herald stories stated
the EPA recommends
treatment if lead levels
are higher than 15 parts per
billion. Those protocols
are used for public water
systems on a system-wide
basis — when more than
10 percent of samples
from residents exceed 15
parts per billion - rather

than onindividual schools,

which use the 20-part rec 7
ommendation.

«



WL-WV

West Linn, rML

Wilsonwville high
schools were last two
schools to be tested

By ANDREW KIESTROM
The Spokesman

Students and familles of
the West Linn-Wilsonvilie
School District ean hreathe a
gigh of relief a8 WL-WV's
district-wide testling of
drinking water is finally
eomplete, Wilsonville High
School and West Linn High
School were the last twe
schools to undergo testing,
with results coming back
early last weelk,

WIIS showed elevated levels
of lead at two of 203 Iacations
while WLHS showed elevated
levels of lead at five of 185 [oca-
tions — “elevated” meaning
levels above the 20 patts per

e
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hﬂll()ll (pph) aection level
threshold sel by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

Wilsouville's two positive
tests (indicating levels of 84.1
ppb and 21.1 ppb) were taken
Irom a kilchen sink faveet and
shower faucet, WHS's resulls
also showed elevated levels of
copper at two locations — 2,000
ppb and 2,110 ppb, exceeding
the EPA action limit of 1,350
e

West Linn's five elevated lev-
els of lead, meanwhile, were
right around the 20 ppb action
limit at 33.6 ppb, #1.2 ppb, 21.0
pob, 204 ppb and 231 pph, The
samples In question were
drawn from two classreom
sink faucets, a laundey rocm
sink faucet, 2 lab sink faucet
and a bubbler in a classroom
poreh area. WLHS also pro-
¢uced one elevated leve of cop-
per &t 3,670 ppb. Operations
Biractor Tiin Woodley said the
water at the sites in quesiion
will be shut off unéil fixtures

can be replaced and retested
ensurinzg water is sale for
drinking.

The West Linn-Wilsonvilie
Sehopl Distriel hasn't thor-
oughly tested its drinking wa-
ter in the past, instead relying
on the regular testing of the
City of West Linn and the City
of Wilsonville, The district de-
clded to test all its schools in
June using Pixis Labs in Port-
land, and started with the old-
est buildings in the district.

“I have to commend (Facili-
tles Manager) Pat McGough,”
‘Woodley said at the August
board meeting. “He took a jead
tole i working with Clacka-
mas County Health Deparl-
meni, Oregon Health Authority
and the EPA ... to create a pro-
tocoi for our district that was
written and modeled aiter the
EPA and veited through all
those ageneles several limes in
various iterations, to the poind

that they actually accepied
ours as a made] and requested

Lincoin City, OR
{Lincoln Ca.)
Lincoin Gily News Guard

that il be used (o provide guid-
ance for other schools within
the state.”

That protoce] includes test-
ing all site focations, or taps, in
every school where water can
be drawn for consumption.
Those sites include every type
of tap except multi-station
hand washing sinks for rest-
roons, exterior hose bibs and
custodial closets. The testing
protocol requires "fivst draw”
samples, recosunended by the
EPA, meaning samples taken
shouid have stood moliontess
in the phunbing system of each-
site between 8-18 hours.

The protocol, which Wi-WV
used this suramer, states that
results will be reported to the
Oregon Heallh Auihority
Drinking Water Services and
that tests that exceed the ae-

tion level for lead and copper
will be sent te the Clackamas
County Public Heatth Depart-
ment as well as released on the
distriet’s website, Skes that

produced positive tests for efe-
vated levels wiit be shat off,
fixtures will be replaced and
the lecation will then be rotest-
ed until the problem is eradi-
cated. During {hat £éime a notifi-
cation letter witl be sent to the
sehool staff and comnunity,
and bottled water will be re-
placed if necessary.

Woodiey said he was pleased
with the protocol’s effective-
ness this summer, and that the
biggest challenge was coordi-
nating with Pixis Labs for test
analysiz as other school dis-
tricis were also testing this
summer following the uproar
al Portiand Fubile Schools. -

“We starfed with Sunset,
Bolton and Willamette — our
older schools — thinking they
might be niore sasceptible,”
Woodley said. “What we
learned is that's not necessari-
ly true. Beiton had zero posi-
tive tesis while Sunset haé I
think four and Willamette had
bwo, Our wewer schools like

concludes water lead testing

Woed and a couple others ﬂctﬂ-
ally had more.

“What we found were cor-
Lain fixtures sometimes have a
higherlead content, and I ihink
what we learned through the
whole process was that the
supply is good, the pipes are
geod, but individual fixtures
semetimes aren’t, based on
how they were constructed.
And the one (type of fixture)
that was mest susceptibie was
science lab waier faucets raz
whatever reason.” .

Woodley added that the dis-
triet started installing faucets
with lower lead centent in 2013.
The majority of WL-WV

schools with problem areas’
have been remedied, and those
lacations that haven't will re-
main shut off antil Extisre re-
placement and secendary test-
ing can he completed.

Contact Andrew Kilsirom af 503-

626-1281 ext. 112 or ukilstrom@ /

pamplinmedin.com.
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Ditector of Support
Services Rich Delloni shazed
informnation on the statas of
lead testing in LC3D. Every
sink, drinking fountain and
bubhbler in every schaol has
been tesied, and any neces-
sary remedies have been
campleted. “We are rcady
for school to start, and have
placed student and staff
safety at the forefront as we
conducted tests and repairs,”
said Mr, Belioni,

"The district has con-
ducted over 1400 tests, Some
locker rooms, science labs
and wash sinks have been

posted as non-potable watet;
all other fixtures are under
the EFA action ievel.

The following website isa
resource for this that provides
information on the levels
and health effects: https#
Wi epa.govground-waler-
and-drinking-wateribasic-
information-about-lead-
drinking-waler. Iiformation
and test resulis are on file at
the Lincoln Connty School
District Facilities and Main-
tenance Departinent (541)
336-2058.

ajor red flags in school water testing

Wallowa lead free; Imnaha ‘good, other schools awaiting final results

By Kathleen Ellyn
Wallowa Counly Clsfeftnin

Lead testing in Wallowa county
schools is on track and all schools
plan to have their prelimiaary safety
plans finished soon. The State Board

of Education is requiring draft plans
for testing for both lead and radon
by Oct. 1, with 2 final plan due by
Jan. L.

out te assist the disfricts. The sam-
ples were then sent on fo Neilson
Research Corp. in Medford.

Results are back for Wallowa

We're lead free,” seid Superinten-

dent Bret Uptmor.

Joseph Charter Schoof is a little

o every sile fesied, according to Su-

periniendent Lance Homan.

“We're all

good,” Homan said

behim! since they replaced plumbing  Tuesday, “We tested Imnaba and it

Wallowa County ESD organized  School Distict, at the high scheol over the sumumer  was good."
tle esting through Box R Water Lab “We did ovr fesi in July and our  and had no water on site to test. It’s
of Prineville, which sent a technician  results are posted on the website. been tested now and came bak clear See TESTING, Page A8
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BY SETH GORDOR
Newberg Graphic reporter

! he drinking water in
WNewberg Public Schools has
eceived a clean bill of health
after the district tested a
fotal of 173 ountiets for lead
contamination in Jure,
. The biggest fakeaway for
ithe district was
ithat ail of the
80 drinking

fountains in Sample water from  gip" Stewart
the 15 ltm“!ﬁ prep sinks and from :tzaitt!.i “'{'he in-
ings that wil iore ' ent is to sam-
e used this drmlung fm‘!‘“’ms ple waler ficm
‘coming school  because, obviously, prep sinks and
Yr  prepsinksa
youn, oot that's whee ifs gong o Srinkne
EPA's maxi- 10 impaet, but ﬂle}' did cogge, obvi-
inm eontami- all the sinks.” ously, that's

mation level of
120 parts per bil-
Jion (ppb).

A few prob-
lean spots were
identified, however, as 10 out-
lets showed levels above the
‘Hmit, Most of those were sinks
that are not intended for
drinking (like dish or hand
washing sinks), though two
were sinks used iz food prepa-
‘ration.

The district replaced the
faucets on most outlets that
tested over the limit and drew
new samples to be tested by,

State requires
sehools to submi
safety plans

rom page 1

+ frict has nol done any further
¥+ remediation [0 address the fact
“\ that the level of contaminallon
'+ is still close to.the standard.

" Stewart said focilities staff
¢ are still discussing how to ad-

dress outlels that.are similarly-
helow but still close to the sian-
. dard. A decision on how to deal
o'+ with such cullets, though, may
i beincluded in the draf Healthy
* and Safe Sehwools Plan the dis-
trict has to submit {e the Oregen
Departinent of Education by
" Oct. 1 (see accompanying story).

The district is still awaifing
the second round of results for
the four other putlets at NHS —
a prep sinl (9.3 and a regular
sink (48.6) in J building, ané two
sinks (23,8 and 80.2) in [F building
—~{lyat initially tested over the
Himit,

Two faucets at Mabel Rush
Elementary School were re-
placed after testing over the
Timit, A prep sink (32.0 ppb that

"The intent is to

~— Clasdia Stawart, school ing to impact,
district spokeswaoman B\lxt they did atl

Newberg schools
[ dis

Alexin Analytfical Laboratc-
ries in Tigard. The district is
still waiting for{results on
most of them even after pay-
ing exira to have them expe-
dited. :

Those outlets will also re-
main shut off until tesi results
show the water fo be safe.

“They really oversampled,”
distrlet com-
munieations
director Clau-

where it's go-

e sinks.”

Two of ke
oullets that tested over the
EPA limit — a drinking foun-
tain in a pertable classroom
{67.1 ppb} and a game room
sink (2904 ppb) — are located
at Sitka Academy, but the dis-
tricl is not operating (hat pro-

th state and

elease lead testing results

trict takes action to bring facilities into compliance wi federal standards

MG FILE PHOTD

Although drinking forntains were the pimary target, all of the Newberg School District's fistures were fesled for lsad in the waler.

gram this year due 1o a lack of
students.

Due to the time erunch the
fazilities staff was under as it
prepped fo get buildings ready

for the achool year, the dis-
trict has not yet repiaced the
fixtures on those outlefs, ac-
cording {o Slewart, but does
plan Lo address them.

The distriet has received
the results from the second
round of lesting for two out-
lets and both came in below
the EPA standard.

A sink in building J at New-
berg High Scheol that initially
tested at 40.9 ppb came in at
18.8 after the fixture was re-
placed. According to Siewart,

ihat particular sink Is used for
dishwashing, not deinking or
feod preparation, sq the dis-

See WATER / Poge A2

BY SETH GORDON
Newberg Grapltic reporier

In the latest step io address possi-

ble lead contamination in drinking
waler, the Oregon Department of Ed-
dcation approved new rales that will
require schooi distriets to submit

health und salety inspeclion plans an-
nitalty.

ODE approved the Healthy and
Safe Schoos Plan Auy. 17 and re-
quires tocal school districts to submit
a draft plan that includes guidelines
for regular sample testing of both
school water for lead and air for ra-
don gas, aswell as to reduce exposure

was retested registered as “no

Qetection,” meaning the level of

jead contarnination was lower

{har 2 ppb, while the district is
awaiting resulis on a second
sink {hat tested at 20.8.

Laztly, Mowngain View Mid-

dle School had a'Kitchen sink
tet at 21.8 ppb aund is awaiting
resulis fromn the retest.

Of {he 80 diinking fountains
that wilt be in regular use (ot
including Lhe one in Sitka Acad-
emy), 6% showed "no detection”
when lested, with eight register-
ing between 2.1 and 5. pph.
Tivee foumtains shewed levels
above 5.0 ppb, with fhe highest
conicentration coating in at 6.8,

Per standards set by the Ore-
gon Health Authority, district
staff followed procediires for
testing and remediation found
in the EPA's guidelilie manua
“3 g for Redueing Lead in
Drinking Water in Schools.”

‘The test protocol followed is
known as a “first draw” and is

. sample is drawn, . - 4o

‘wager: All schools’ ﬁxturés are tested

: J'Jitended $o simulate rggular

use. L
* ‘Water in the outlet is run for
approximately two minutes and
Lhen'shut off for hetween 8 and
18 hous's before a 250 milliiete‘l"
" Of the 173 outlets iested, 98
registered as no deteclion and
32 tested befween 2.1 and 5.0
ppb. OF the remaining 24 that
iested below the 20 ppb limit, 16
were between 5.5 and 10,0, three
wele between 10.1 and 15.0 and
five were heiween 15.1 and 20.
-Fuli resuits of the fesling are
availabie cn the districl wehsite
al www.newberg.k12.or.us
district/lead-levels-safe-school-
drinking-fountains.

Stewari added that the dis-
trict has asked principals to fol-
1w 1p with alhletic coaches to
make sure that drinking water
used for practices and games Js
drawn from outlets intended for
drinking and therefore 1"’7&"&

b .'f
P

been fesled. /Z ),j [,ff’"/

to lead in paint and ity pest manage-
ment praciices,

Bverything in the plans except for
Lhe waler tesling was aiveady re-
quired of schaols, but in part the state
wanted all of the safety protecois to
be collected in one place that was
readily available to the public.

The new regulations do not reguire

sehools to actnally test For lead in wa-
fer, but to have & plan to do so. The
Oregon Department of Education and
the Orepon Health Authorily deter-
mined that they don't have the legal
authority o require testing. That will
have to be done by the Legistature,
which is expected to take up the topic
in its uproming session.
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“That the water was not flushed for
a few weels counld influence the anal-
ysis and test results,”Kosik said, “We
are having an independent test done
“These steps will stay in effect until
lead levels are resolved,” CES and
CMS principal, Susan Fninan said.
Most of the district cafeteria food is
“Two homes in Colton {ested at the
same time, one on South Wall Street-
‘and the second on South Schieffer

prepared at the high sehool and

The school received the analysis
transporied to CES and CMS.

report from Alexin Anhalytical Labo-
ratories, Inc. on Sept, 1 and immedi-
ately made the decision to have bot-

Drinking fountains in the school
buildings will be wrapped in plastic ©
to indicate that they are not to be

used.
Colten High School had no de-

on Sept, 12, and will determine what
tectible levels of lead in their water.

steps need to be taken based on

those results.”
Road, showed no detectible amotnts

pipes leading to the high school have
of lead in the water.

been updated within the last 20

According te the water district, the
years.

tled water available for all siudents

published in the report.
in the school buildings.

PIGREER PHOTC: CINDIV FAMEA

Waler has been shut off at the drinking feuntains in the Colten Eamenlary and Middie Sehook buildings,

At driaking Tountalns In the buildings will be wrapped In plastic and bottled drinking water madoe avallabls

1o alt students urtil further rotice,

7

f

Drinking fountains shut down.
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Malalla, OR

{Clackamas Co.}
SEP 7T 2016

Motlalla Proneer

{Citc. W.2,750)
Water for the tests was collected in -

Elevated levels of lead contamina- -
tion were found in water samples
eally July, and with school out for a

Colten School Distiict Superinten-
dent Jay Kosik questions the findings

talcen at Colton Elementary and
The lead Jevels in Colton schools

ranged from §.0311 mg/L at the mid-
dle school to 00641 mg/L af the ele-
mentary school and 0.0388 mg/L af

The Envirenmental Protection
the district office.

Agency standard for acceptable lead
levels in water iz 0.015 mg/L (milli-

Elevated lead levels found in two Colton schools

before the draw was taken, according

to the water district reporf.

Bottled water to be avaiable to
all students in the buildings
Colton Middle schools and at the dis-
trict office, according to the Colton
Wator District.

grams per lifer) or 15 PPE (parts per
billion}.

few weels, the water sat stagnant in
the flow pipes for a humber of weeks

BY CINDY FAMA
Molaila Pioneer

oo+ LOJ lead leve
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By ANDREW KILSTROM .\ vated lével of copper at 3,
The Tidings P

Woodley said the water at the

Students and families of  sites in question will-be shut.offe..-

the West Linn-Wilsonville umtil fixtures can he replaced.
School Distriet can breathea  and retested ensuring water is
sigh of relief as WL-WV'sdis- safe for drinking.
triet-wide testing of drinking The West Linn-Wilsonville
water Is finally complete. Schoel District hasn't thoreugh-
Wilsonville High Schooland 1y tested its drinking water in,
West Linm High School were  the past, instead relying on the.

the last twao schools fc under-
go testing, with resnlts ecm-
ing back early last week.

~ WHS showed elevated levels
of lead at two of 203 locations
while WLHS showed elevated
levels of lead at five of 185 loca-
tions — “elevated” meaning lev-
els above the 20 parts per billion
{ppb} action level threshold set
by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

. Wilsonville’s two positive
fests (indicating levels of 84.1
ppb and 21.1 pph) were taken
from a kifchen sink faucet and
shower fancet, WHS's results
also showed elevated levels of
topper at two Jocations — 2,000
ppb and 2,710 pph, exceeding the
EPA action limit of 3,350 pph.

. West Linn's five elevated lev-
#ls of lead, meanwhile, were
right around the 20 pph action
limit at 33.6 ppb, Z1.2 ppb, 21.0
pph, 20.4 ppb and 23.1 ppb. The
samples in question were drawn
from two classroom sink fau-
eets, a Jaundry room sink faw-
cet, alab sink faucet and a bub-
bler in a classroom porch area,
WLHS also produced one ele-

Al but one

G

fixtute

tested had either no
lead or levels that

“are not considered
“dangerous

Lab tests on faucets at
Lake Oswego Junior High in-
dicate that the school’s wa-
ter is safe for students and
staff, district officials said
Friday.

Amid anxieties over high
lead levels discovered in Port-
land Public Schools’ faucets,
the Lake Oswego School Dis-
triet condueted its own testing
this summer. In June, the dis-
trict reported that levels of
lead in a drinking fountain in
the staff development room of

oncludes

regular testing of the City of
West Lihn and the City of
Wilsonville, The distriet decid-
ed to test all its schools in June
using Pixis Labs in Portland,
and started with the cldest
buildings in the district. Wood-
ley said the district had some
idea as to how it should go
about testing its drinking watep
because it regularly tests at
Athey Creek Middle Schooi,
Stafford Primary and the ad-
ministration building. Those
three buildings receive water
from wells - requiring lead and
copper testing every three
years,

“I have to commend (Facili-
ties Manager) Pat McGough,”
Woodley said at the August
board meeeting, “He took & lead
role in working with Crackamas
County Health Department, Or.
egon Hezlth Authority and the
EPA .. to create a protocol for
our district that was written
and modeled after the EPA and
vetted through all those agen-
cles several times in various it-
eraticns, to the point that they
actually accepted ours as 2

_msE_.

7
the Technology Building on
Country Club Road and in a
sink used for washing hands in
the kitehen at LOJ did not meet
Environmental Protection
Agency requirements. Both fix.
tures were shut off.

Subsegquent tests of 59 fix-
fures at LOJ in August re-
vealed that most showed no
detectable levels of lead, al-
though one stainless steel
drinking fountain in the boys
locker room did exceed recom-
mended EP4 Jevels. It was shut
off and replaced.

Sixteen other fixtures pro-
duced samples that showed
some measurable levels of
lead, buf all 16 were under the
EPA Jimits.

The EPA says-iead levels in
water greater than 15 parts per
billion (ppb) is dangercus, and
the agency recommends out-

EPA limits

lets be taken out of service at
20 ppb or higher. The sink in
the LOJ kitchen that was re:
moved earlier this summer
tested at 34 ppb. The fixture in
the boys locker room tested at
29.3 ppb, according to results
processed by Alexin Analytical
Lahoratories of Tigard. :

District staff collected sam:
ples from “every fixture that
could be used to fli a water
bottle, drinking fountains,
hand washing stations and
deep sinks” at LOJ, according
to communications director
Nancy Duin. -

The 16 samples with detect:
able levels all were under 15
PPh: 8.3 ppb, 5.2 pph, 3.7 ppb, 3.3
pph, 4.7 ppb, 6.1 pph, 14.4 ppb,
2.4 pph, 8.5 ppb, 5.7 pph, 9.8 ppb,
2.7 ppb, twe at 2.1 ppb, 3.1 pph

and 3.2 pph. :
— The Review

water lead testing

other sehools within the state.™
ing all site locations, or taps, in,
every schocl where water can
be drawn for consumption.
Those sites include every type
of tap except multi-station hand
washing sinks for restrooms,
exterior hose bibs and custodial
closets. The testing protocol re-
quires “first draw” samples,
recommended by the EPA,
meaning sampies taken showid
have stood motionless in the
plumbing system of each site
between 8-18 hours.

The protocel, which WL-WV
used this summer, states that
results will be reported to the
Oregon Health Authority Drink-
ing Water Services and that
tests that excaed the action lev-
el for lead and copper will be
sent to the Clackamas County
Public Health Department as
well asreleased on the district’s
website, Sites that produced
positive tests for elevated levels
wili be shut off, fixtures will be
replaced and the location will
then be retested until the prob-
lem is eradicated. During that
thme: a notification letter will be
sent to the school staff and com-
munity, and bottled water will
be replaced if necessary.

Woodley said he was pleased
with the protocel’s efiectiveness
this swnmer, and that the big-
gest challenge was coordinating
with Pixis Labs for test analysis

670 model and requested that it be as other school districts were
pb. Operations Direcior Tim .used to provide guidance for also testing this summer follow-

ing the uproar at Portland Pub-

That protacol includes fest-_.-le Schoels. E

“We started with Sunset,
Bolton and Willamette — cur
older schools — thinking they
might be more susceptible,”
‘Woodley said. “What we
learned is that's not necessarily
frue. Bolton had zero positive
tests while Sunset had I think
four and Willamette had two.
Qur newer schools like Wood
and a eouple others actually
had more,

“What we found were certain
fixtures sometimes have a high-
er lead content, aud I think
what we learned through the
whole process was that the sup-
ply is goed, the pipes are good,
but individual fixtures some-
times aren't, based op how they
ware constructed, And the one
({type of fixture) that was most
susceptible was science lab wa-
{er faucets for whatever rea-
son.”

Woodley added that the dis-
trict started installing faucets
with lower lead contentin 2013.
‘The majority ef WL-WV schools
with problem areas have besn
remedied, ard those lecations
that haven't will remain shut off
wntil fixture replacement and
secondary testing can be com-
pleted.

Contact Andrew Kilstrom af 503-626-
1281 ext. 112 or akilstrom@pamplin.
medig.com.

-
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Lead

From pl

will be abjeto get water from
water fountains that have
tested to be free from lead
on both first draws, which
test water in the fixtures, and
flush draws, which test wa-
ter that has been run entough
that water from the pipe is
collected,

Patten added that at the
middle and high schools,
most of the replacement
work has been limited to
kitchens and workers have
done adeditional testing on
fixtures unsed by athletic
teams.

According to a district
press telease, all fixtures
across the district that have
not been replaced or passed
ihe subsequent retests either
havebeen shut off or labeled
as being for hand washing
only. Patten said in some el-
ementary classrooms at Wil-
som, officlals could not leave
the water shut off because
soine rooms have bathreoms
and the classroom sinkis the
only place for students to
wash their hands after the
bathrooms.

The district said in a press
release that ali students in
schoels with hand-wash-
ing-cnly sinks will be in-
sirucied on whese to access
safedrinking waler. Teachers
have also been charged with
monitoring the ase of those
fixtures and directing their
students io safe places toget
drinking water,

Patten said many Corvallis
students are bringing water
bottles from home to drink
from and relilling those bot~
ties from Lhe safe locations.

Patten estimated that the
cosis of the remediation,
including labor, materfals
and retesiing, could reach
$100,000 before the end of
the year, a ligure that doesn’t
include replacing pipes.

The unplanned expense
has meant that the distriet
has had to cut some proj-
ects, inctuding replacement
doors, new skirting for the
bases of modular classroom
buildings and modifications
to the dust hopper in the
Corvaliis High School weod
shop. Preventative mainte-
nance normally performed
on schook’ HVAC and
plombing systems has been
delayed. .

*It’s going o create more
reactive maintenance for us
during the school year)' sho
said.

Visit http:#tinyurl.com/
CSD-Water-Quality  for
more information about the
status of lead in Corvallis
schoals,

Anthony Rime! can be
reached at antheny.rimel@
{ee.net, 541-758-9526, OF via
Twitter @anthonyrimel.

SCHOOL STATUS

Adarms Elementary School

All affected fixtures have been permanently disabled or ra-
piaced and retested. All fixtures are appsoved for drinking
waler.

Garfield Elementary Schooel

All affected fixtures have been replaced and relested, Af fix-
tures are cpen for use except Room 19, which Is not currently
used as a <lassreom. Alternate drinking water sousces have
been ideatified for that room,

Hoover Elementary School

No fixtures exceeded EPA action levels on initial sampling.
Fixtures in rooms 1 and 3 showed slightly elevated lead lev-
eis. As part of the distsict's response this summer, [ixtures
were replaced and the district is awaiting firal test results.
Alternate drinking wates will be provided for these class-
£O0MS.

Jeffersan Elementary School

A3 affected fixtures have been repiaced and retested. Partial
resulls were received and the following locations continue
to be closed for drinking water: rooms 3 and 17 the gym and
kitchen. The district is awaiting finaf test results on the re-
maining locations.

Lincoln Eletmentary School )
All affected fixtures have been replaced and retested. Afl fix-
tares are approved for drinking water.

Mountatn View Elementary Schosl

All affected classroom fixtures have been replaced and re-
tested and are appsoved for drinking water. The rafeteria is
scheduled for replacement in Septermber. Atternate drinking
water will be provided In the fafeteria until it is replaced and
test resilts are received.

Wilson Elementary Schoal

AHl affected classroom fixtures have been replaced and
retested. Multiple focations continite to test high for lead
content. Faucets inside classrooms will be available for hand
washing only and alternate drinking water will be provided.
staff and students will review safe drinking water locations
on the first day af sckool and staff will monitor hand washing
only locations for compliance, The following locations con-
tinue ta be closed for drinking water: rooms 8, 9, 16, 17, 19,
20, 21 and the health reom sink.

Franklin K-8 School

All affected fixtures have been repiaced and retested. Partiat
resulés have been received, The following tocatlons contisue
to be cfosed for drinking water: 15, 20, 22, 2A, 3, 5A, 64, and
the library. Atternate drinking water wi be provided until ali
test resulis are received and adequate safe drinking water
jocations within the building have been established.

Cheldelin Middte Schoo!

Replacement and ratesting of classroom fixtures is scheduted
for September. Kitchen fixtures were replaced and retested
and opened for use. In initial testing, 18 fixtures showed el-
evated lead levels in the following areas: classrooms 23, 26,
27,31, 32, 33, 28, office, kitchen, and science room.

Linus Pauling Middie
None of the 48 fixtures sampled showed elevated lead levels
during initial testing.

€ollege Hill/Harding Center
Replacement and retasting of classroom fixtures in three lp-
cations is schedufed for September.

Corvatils High School

Rreplacement and retesting of classroom fixtures in an auxil-
iary bullding s scheduled for September. The main building
had ne fixtures test positive for elevated Jead levels dusing
initial testing. Additional testing locations were identified by
the athletic department. The stadium hese bik: (under the
bieachers) excesded the 20 parts per billion EPA attion tevei
and is closed for drinking watar.

Crescent Valley High School
Repiacement and retesting of classroom fixtures is scheduled
for September, Additionat testing Jocations were identified
by the athletic department; none of these locations had
elevated [ead fevels. The kitchen fixtures were repfaced and
retested. Aithough some fixtures remain clesed, enotigh
fixtures were opened to suppost kitchen operations. En initial
testing, 17 locations showed elevated lead levels.

/

visit htip:Aiinyuri.com/C5D-Water-Quality for mare information about the /

status of tead In Corvallls schools. ‘7 (‘/ ‘7/“_ - ]
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By Paris Achen
EO Media Group

SILVERTON, Ore, — The
Oregors Board of Education
adopted a new ruie that for
the first time requires school
districts to test for lead in wa-
fer at district-owned buildings
and repost these resulls fo the
pubfic.

The board in June agreed to
fast-track adoption of the new

rule at the request of Gov, Kate .

Brown, afler widespread media
coverage of a scandal in Port-
land Public Schicols over lead
in drinking water that went 1n-
reported.

The mle requires schoot
districts to submit a prelimi-
nary plan for testing for both
lead ond radon by Qet. 1, with
a final plan dee by Jan, 1.
While: the rule gives no specific
deadline for testing for lead, it
does require districls to report
resulis to the public within five
business days and to send out
an annval report.

“What we like about this
plan is that part of what we saw
in Poritand was the community
dida’t have access to informa-
tion, and in fact, when you have
farge institutions information
can get Jost over the years,”
snid Emily Nararov, operations
policy anadvst with the Gregon
Department of Education, whe
headed up the rulemaking.

“By crealing a plan you
have cne place that comumunity
members and pacents can look
to find out how does the schoot
districi address mdon, how
does the school district plan 10
address water.”

The Board of Educaticn
pushed shead with the rule de-
spite protesis from school ad-
vocates who said the timeline
was oo tight and expressed
worry about where to find
money fo address the cost of
testing and mitigation,

“You are selting up a
framework by which we have
assurances ai the siate level

Cantaey Maktge
Winostiong ¢ APl

541,

Ef DU GROGP

A sink that tested positive for elevated lead levels has been
shut off and lagged. The Oregon Board of Education ad-
opted a new rule Wednesday that for the first time requires
school districts to test for lead in water at district-owned
buildings and report those results to the public.

that our sclieols are laking ac-
tion in a comprehensive way
toward health and safety,”
said Orepon Chief Education
Officer Lindsey Capps. “Tt’s
an imperative thut every stu-
dent should be entitled to,*
The requirement will en-
tail hundreds of miltions of
doliass in additionaf costs fo
schoets in the form of lesting,

supplying bottle water, miti-
gation and festing individuals
who might lave been exposed
to high {evels of lead, accord-
ing to the Oregon Scheol
Poards Asscciation.

Portland Public Scloois
estimates that taking those
steps will cost that district an
estimated $7 million, said Joe
Crelier, the district’s director
of risk managemendt.

The cost of just testing
Iead in water for drinking and
food preparation is estimated
1o cost 310,000 for a small
district and about $1 millien
for a large district, necording
to disirict representatives who
attended a July 25 meeting on
the proposed rules. - -

Legistative feadership has
asked the Emergency Board
ta allocate money in Septem-
ber to pay for costs of testing
but not mitigation, Nazarov

of ODE said. The Legislative .

Fiscal Office is working on
a proposal fo present to the
Emergency Board Sept. 23,
according to school advo-
cates, Legislative Fiseal Off-
cer Ken Roceo was not imme-
diately available Wednesday
to provide that number.

Gov. Brown in Aprl di-
rected the Oregon Depart-
ment of Education and Or-
egon  Health ~ Authority fo
review existing requirements
for environmental testing and
address the preblem of lead in
drinking water, During the re-
view, heallk: and education of-
ficials learned tha neither the
education depariment nor the
health authority had rules to
require schools test for lead,

Salem, OR
{Marien Co.)
Slatesman Journal

{Circ. D, 33,147}

SEP L4 2016

State education board adopts lead testing rule

Tl health authority has
the power 1o require testing
of public waler syslems, but
schools are excluded from
the agency’s jurisdiction.
The proposed ruie would re-
quire school districts, char-
ter schools and education
services districts 1o conduct
Jead and radon festing and
to submit an enviconmental
nonitoring plan to QDE for
keeping water, air and phys-
ical spaces safe for stadents
and staff.

The health authority al-
ready had authority to require
schools 1o fest for radon, but
the new mje will provide
comprehensive guidance {o
schools oo all of the testing
required. Schools will be re-
quired 1o report their test re-
sults to the education depani-
ment and to the community
annually,

The  agencies  asked
schoeis to test for lead ducing
the sumumer. Most of the dis-
tricts have either completed or
are in the process of testing,
Nazarov said. The agencies
recommended (ha! schools
identify sources of lead, stop
aceess, communicate resulls
to staff, students, parents and
the community and mitigate
and repair the problem.

A survey of 10 schools
earlier this month by the
OSBA found that 88 percent
of respondents were in the
process of testing drinking
water for lead. Most of the
other 12 percent had either
alccady tested waler or had
a plan in place to do so after
classes resume in the fail,

Cannon Beach, Oit
g:lalsop Ca.}

snnon Beach Gazelte
{Cir. 2xM. 3,000}

SEp 9 2016

L
- PGB, Fur fxin
FHlens OB ¥l 1888 Allen's

Cafe tests high for lea

Six taps at Willamette University exceeded ‘action level

tested at 27 ppb. . .
Al of the taps were closed immediate-

TRACY LOEW Taps that exceeded the "action tevel”

STATESMAN JOURNAL

Six taps at Wilamette University
have tested high for lead, including one
attached to the coffee maker at Cat Cav-
ern Café. .

Willamette completed testing last
month on all potential sourees of drink-
ing water inuniversity-owned baildings,
with the exception of a residence hall

of 15 parts per billion (ppb) were in two
main buildings and an of f-campus house:

n the University Center, a fivst-floor
men’s restroom sink tested at 31 ppb; a
first-floor drinking fountain in Cat Cav-
ern teated at 20 ppb; and the Cat Cavern
coffee bar tap tested at 24.7 ppb.

In the Atkinson Graduate School of
Management, a first-floot kitchen food-
prep sink tested at 18.8 ppb, and a first-
floor mer's restroom tested at 17.6 ppb.

1y, and repairs were completed Sept. 2.
There is no safe level of lead, and ex-
perts say health effects can occur at ley-
els as low as 5 ppb. Lead isn’t present in
Salem's drinking water source, but can
leach from lead in pipes, fittings and fix-

Oregon health and ed.ur.;.:tion officials
recently urged school districts to test for

ANKA REED/STATESMAN JOURHAL
Six taps at Willamette University have tested

that was undergoing Trepovations, ; See LEAD, Page 2A S )
¥ i -campus rental house ee , Pag
spokesman Adam Torgerson said. A tap in an off-camp 3 , ‘/
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-EDITORIAL

The revelation last week that there was lead in
water collected from drinking fountains and sink

faucets af some Baler City schoefs, and at levels that

exceed federal standards, naturally warries parents,
Lead is a neurotoxin that, can reduce a child’s

ability to learn. According to the federal government,

there is ne amount of lead, in the body, that's consid-

ared safe.

What's less certatn, however, is the correlation

between lead in drinki
or homes, and the risk

ng water, whethey in schools
that students whe drinls that

water cosld have elevated levels of lead in their

blood as a result.

B From Page Al

from the testing 1ab, with 240
cases of bottled water and 85
five-gallon water jugs
broughi in te serve as drink-
ing stations throughout the
district to serve its 2,000 stu-
dents and 230 staff members.
Distriet kitchen staff were al-
so instrueted te use bettled
water for preparing fcod and
sanitation. v

" "We are being extra cau-
tious given our level of con-
cern on. this tepic, thus the

“reason for closing all drinking

fountaing in all bulldings
event though not-all results
are in,” Keyser explained.
“We will not use them until
they have a result below the
state guideline. I resulis

from the other buifdings come
¢ back clean, we wilt turn the

fountains back o1 in them.”

Water: Will retest
in coming weeks

District sittks are stiil safe
to use [or washing hands.

Staff shared the news with -
students Thursday, whea a
jetfer was alsa sent home
with K-6 students, An aato-
dialer was sent out to parenis.

The primary school water
will be retested in the coming -
weeks under normal condi-
ttons. While the Aug. 24'test *
results are nat back for the
intermediate school, retest-
ing may occur if the resulis *
indicate the need to do so. '
‘The middle and high schools
will be fested in the coming :
weeks. o

The district operates its
own licensed water system, |
which is tested on a monthly
basis.

For more information, visit '
www.nmarion.k12.or.us or

‘contact Keyser af buyd.kgx-, '

ser@nmarion kK12.onlis. | -

Even the experts acknowledge this deficiency in
the data. A 2012 study from the National Center
for Envirommerdal Health notes that “the effects of
watar lead levels on (bloog lead levels) of children...
is diffictdt to measure.” The same sludy found that
household dust tainted with lead from paint, or lead
pint. itself in older homes, posed the greatost risk of
elevating children’s lead levels. (Lead paint for resi-
dential use has been banned in the TS, since 1978.)

Generally spesking, though, the nation, largely by
banning lead in gascline and food cans as well as
heuse paint, has made significant progress in redue-
ing lead concentrations. Studies show conclusively
that since the 1970s the lead levels in aiz, water, food,
dust and soil have dropped substantially, according
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC). And the average lead tevel in American chil-

dren’s blood has dectined as weli during that period.

A 2009 study published in Pediatrics found that
the percentage of American children with elevated
levels of lead in their blood dropped by 84 percent.

from the peried 128891 1o 1999-2004 — from 8.6

pereent of children in the former period fo 1.4 per-

ceat in the latter

But with lead, which acewnulates in the body
throaghout our lives, reducing any souree, however
significant, is worthwhile.

Which is why the Baker Scheol District’s actions

— shuiting off drinking fountains and sinks where

tests showed elevated lead levels — are necossary.

These seurces should remain off limits uniil officials

have determined the source of the lead — most likely

the solder vsed to consect pipes, or lead in the pipes
themsalves — and replaced the fixturgs thaf contain
lead.

We're troubled, however, that it fook a majer scan-
dal in Portland Public Scheals earlier this year —
officials there had not alevted the public lo elevated
lead levels in water from tests done years ago—to
prompt both Oregon Gov. Kate Brovn to recommend
ell schools test for fead, and, just a few weelts ago,
for the Oregon Department of Education to adopt a
rule requiring schools te submit plans that include
a testing regimen for lead. This belated response is
particularly problematic considering that four vears
have passed since the CDC lowered the threshold for

what’s considered an abnormally high lead level in a
child’s Moog.

Before 2012, the federal government considered
hlood lead levels of 10 microprams per deciliter, in
children 6 or younges, as a “Tevel of concern” Since
then, however, the CDC has designated 5 micro-
grams per deciliter a3 the threshold. That cencen-
tration is higher than the lead level for about 97.5
percent of children G and younger.

Despite this recognition of the problems lead.poses,
the U5, Envirenmental Protection Agency, although
its 1891 Lead and Copper Rule requives cities to test
their drinking water, the rule only recommends that
public scheols do the same. Thils doesn't make sense,
considering that the most common source of lead in
water is not the water source itself, but plumbing
fixtures,

The ultimate goal, as the CDC points out, should
be to protect childven from all potential sources of
lead exposure. And although the available evidence
suggests that drinking water in public schools might
not be one of the larger sowrces, it's also one that we
can, and sheuld, eliminate. i

= & \
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Safety first

District tests its water

School oﬁ‘iéials
await final results
of recent tests

By John L. Braese
Malheur Enterprise

VALE - The Vale Scheol District is
awaiting resulls of tests for lead that were
conducted Aug. 31, as districts across the
stale exantine their water systoms for lead
problenss.

Superintcndent Scott Lineaberger said
80 tests were ordered for the Vale schools,
but abeut 40 were put on back order be-

cause of the high demand.

He said it takes about four to six wecks
to gel the results back,

Although it’s not a mandate, the state
asked Jocal school districts {lsis summer to
test for tead in their kitchen taps and olher
sources of water. While some schoois have
reported inczeased levels, others are finding
1o problems in their water systems.

The Vale distriet’s lead concems arose
much earlier, when slightly elevated iead
levels were reported in the Willowereck
Eilementary School water system lasl year.
The tests were dong afler the plumnbing fix-
tuzes in the kindergarlen, first and second
grade rooms were replaced.

The U.S. Environmental Pratection

Agency sets a limit of 15 parts per billion
for lead, and Willowcreek fested at 15.9
parts per billion in September 2015,

“We noiified parcnts right away of the
results of the tests,” said Linenberger. “We
immediately shit down the bvo lines af-
fected.”

Willowcreek was one of 10 schools
across the state to test above the EPA limit,

Officials say lead enters the drinking sys-
tem when soft water corrodes the plumbing
syslem, releasing lead from older pipes and
fixtures.

The danger is thai exposure to lead can
lead to a mwltitade of problems in children,

See Waler(F'aga 5

Water
From Page 1

including stomach problems and
brain damage. Health officials also
warn that children absorb metals like
lead at higher rates than agulis,

Schools are required to test their
waler, even those obtaining water
from a well.

Tor Vale, Linenberger said, “The
Oregon Health Authority stated test-
ing was noi necessary due to being oa
the city water system,

“When the probiems came up in
Willowcreek, we decided to conduct
testing on both dritiking fountains and
food prep arcas. We are just waiting
for the results.”

Baker Clly, OR
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~School hoard to discuss lead tests |

Future plans are to cither replace
the affected lines or place an additive
into the lines,

“We are taking bids cumently to
remedy the problem,” be said. “In ad-
dition, we have notified parents this
year of the problem and posted a no-
tice on the front door to the school.”

“Studenfs are bringing water from
hone or drinking from other lines in
the building,” Linenbezger said.

The demand for test kils remains
an obstacle.

Linenberger said the test kits ar-
dered in June did not arrive until mid-
August and then it was just half the
order.,.

Othier loca) districts also are check-
ing their water quality. Both Nyssa and

Ontarie school districts have conduct-
cd lead tests on theis water sysiems,
The Ontario district released tests
results in mid-August showing no
alorming problems. Testing 31 sepa-
rate locations throughout the schiools,
only one, a hand washing station, was
found to be above the accepted levels.
The {esting ook samples from drink-
ing fountains, food preparation arcas
and hand-washing stations. The one
problem statien tested at 21.3 parts
per billion for lead,

The Nyssa district also tested its
waler, a practice that js compicted
on a yearly basis. In testing of drink-
ing feuntains both inside and outside
buildings, none came out above 10

parts per billion, :7{//(’_?_ J

By Chris Collins foll regional meeting and the  School music teacher And Promise Schelarship Project:
fiysbefercityheretd.com Oregon Department of Bdu-  directors will award contracts Monitoring Student Achicve-
Superintendent Mark eation's Tochnical Assistance  through the Food Services et
Witty is scheduled togive Program. program on bids for food After the regular meeting,
an update on the district’s The raeeting will hegin and noafied items, milkand  the board will move o ex-
activnstotest forleadinthe  with presentations to Sharon produce. ecutive (closed to the public)
water supply and the cor- Defrees and Annetta Evans, Thehoard alsois expected  session te negotiate property
rective action that has been for their wark on the Oregon  to acton sn OSBA Board of transactions and to conduct
taken. o EdTech Professional Develop-  Director's nomination fonn labor negofiations, {
Th_e meeting will begin at6  ment Cadre, for Kevin Cassidy board chair. ~ The hoard will return
pa.in the rorth conference New extra-duty hires to be Inaprelude to the vegalar  to open sessien and then
room of the District Office, announced during the meet-  meetiy &, the Baler Schoot adjourn, }/ {
2090 Fourth St ing are Lisa Whited, seventh-  Board will cunvene z work —¥
Witty also will discuss grade volleyball coach; Mi- session with a representa-
the new locking system at chele McCauley, eighth-made  tive from the Oregon School
Brooklyn Primary School volleyhal coach; Michael Boards Association at 2 pn.
and the district’s plans to Sanders, Baker Middle School  ‘Thursday:, Kristin Miles will
distribute its own newspaper.  footbail coach. provide instruction on the
He also will present informa- The board is expected to ‘ N B
tion about the Oregan Scheol  take action on hiving Tazmer
Boards Association’s 2016 Benne as Brooklyn Primary
; ;
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Baker Schools Shut Bown Water Sources With Excessive Levets Of Lead

Fixing The Faucets

5. John Galilas { Baker City Herald

Baker Middle School principal Chris Carmiencke chats with Noetie Reed, a seventh- -grade student, as ke
refills his water boltle from a new, lead-free fountain installed previousky on the first floor.

By Chris Collins
coolling@hakercityherald.com

Phanks to three new water-filtering drinking
feuntains installed at Baker Middle School this
yea, students have experienced little inconventence
after tests showed unacceptable levels of lead in
the water flowing from some older fixtures at the
school,

Two of the old-style drinking fountains — ene on
the north end of the lower hall and one in the boys
locker reom — have been shut off after ead lovels
exceading 20 paris per biflion {pph} were found in
water from those fixtures,

Federal standards call for schools to stop using
water sources where tests show lead Jovels above
20 pph.

A water sample from the drinking fountain in the
boys locker room at. BMS was found to have a lead
levet of 55.7 ppb. Water at the foumtain in the lower
hallway had a lead leve! of 73. ppb.

In al}, 20 of 111 water samples — four drinking
fountains and 16 sinks — from fow schools in the
Baker School District had lead levels above 20 pph.

Water from those 20 sources is not being used.

In additicn to the two drinking fountains at the
Middle Schocl, saven sinks — six in the upstairs
science room and one in the cooking room — had
lead levels above 20 pph. Water has been shut off to

those sinks, said Chris Carmiencke, BMS principal.

See Lead /foge 34

‘LEAD LEVELS IN BAKER SCH_OE)LS

BAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL

-+ Drinking fountain north end, first floor — 73.6 ppb* -

* Drinking fountair: in boys locker room — 5‘5 7 ppb -
* Sink, science ropm <48, 2ppb
* Sink, science room —.32.7 ppb
* Sink, science room — 30.2 pph

*35ink, science foom -+ 29.9 ppb

* Sink, scienca room — 285 pph
* Sink, science room — 25.4 ppb .
*§ink, home ec classroom No. 3 — 235 ppb e

SOUTH BAKER !NTERMEDIATE

*Sink, music room No. 28 — 67 ppb”

* Sink, library, room No. 23 - 65,7 ppb

* Sink, space by stage, No.9 — 663 pph ="
+ Drinking fountair, th grade hall — 48.1 ppb
* Sink, staff room No, 20, 38.3 ppb

" # Sink, 6th grade classroom No. 24"~ 36,6 ppb )
. # Drinking fountain, music rodm No., 29 — 33.9 ppb g

*Sink, 5th grade classroomn, No. 19 ~ 25 5 ppb

.- NORTH BAKER EDUCATION CENTER
- » Sink, Web Academy room; ‘3rd floor — 49.6 ppb
_ *Sink, vacant office, 1st floor — 29.4 ppb )

-» 3ink, Web Academy office, 1st floor— 21.9 prb

)
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A third drinking station

already was out of service
and had been replaced by a
bottled water station, Car-
rniencke said.

The Middle School leader-
ghip class raised money
for the new water-filtering
drinking fountains and they
have come in handy while the
district works to ensure that
students have safe water to
drink, Carmiencke said.

The new water system
even keeps track of the
number of water bottles that
are saved from going to the
Jandfill while students fill
their reusable bottles at the
fountain specielly designed
for that purpose. .

The students raised $1,000
to by each fountain, Car-
miencke said.

T dony't even like to fill
upin the sinks anymore,”
Carmienclee said. "] like the
filtered water”

Seience classes haven'
been distupted by the shutoff
of the fascets in the second
week of school, said teacher
Alan McCauley.

" When lab work calls for
water, the Hines will be well-
flushed in the available sinks,
Carmiencke said.

Water in three of the four
sinks in the foods classroom
did not exceed the 20 ppb
lead standard.

More test results are ex-
pected soon for water sources
fiom Keating Blementary,
Brooklyn Primary Schoal and
Baker High School.

in the meantime, drinking
fountains in those echools
have been shut down and
students are offered bottled
water.

At Keating Elementary,
where bottled water was
aiready the primary source,
the practice will continue.
And all sinks will he flushed
daily before school starts,
Witly said.

Allowing water to flow
from a faucet for a few min-
utes ean reduce the amaunt
of lead in the watex, according
{0 the US. Department of
Environmental Protection.

Lead Jevels in water usu-
ally pealc when: the tap has
1ot been used overnight or
lnnger. That aliows the stag-
nant water to be in contact
for a longer pexiod with pipes
or solder that contain lead.

When sehouls collect water
samples for testing, they're
supposed to take the first
flow of water from a tap that
hasa't been used at least
overnight.

“We want fo assure we
\

|

~ . John Colling / Baker €1ty Heratd

Bakar Middie Scheoi principal Chris Carmiencke says
waler fram most of the faucets in the science room
contain lead.

Othér Baker County schools

At Burnt River Scheol in Unity, two of 63 sites 1ested
wera found to have lead lavels in the water above the 20
parts per billion aliowable thresheld,

Superintendent Lore Andrews said ane site was a
drinking fountain and the other a sink. Beth are in sauth
end of the building, which has baen out of use for the past
several years.

Water in the fountain showed lead levels of 30.5 parts
per bifion and the water in the sink shovsed lzad levels of
52.8 parts per billion, Andrews said.

N elevated leveis were found in tests conducted at
Povydes Vallay Charter Schoal. The repiort, which is posted
on the schoal’s website atnpewder.k12.ar.us under an-
nouncements, lists resulis from 59 tests conducted July
3.

"W will continue to monitor this and keep commuai-
cating io parents and our eommunity;’ Syperintendent
Lance Dixon, stated on the website.

Likewise at Huntingion, no harmfut levels of lsad were
found in the three sites tested ai the Huntington Schoot
District, Those results along with radon testing resulls are
posted on he district website: huntington,k12.0r.us under
envirenmental testing.

Atihe Pine-Eagle Charier School in Haliway, Superin-
tendent Camimie deCastro wrote in an email to the Heraid
that the school will be working te develop a plan for test-
ing, reporting and mitigating “any pessible lead” in the
schaol’s water systemn. No testing has been done at this
time,

The preliminary health and safety plan will be devel-
oped in Tine with new tules adopled by the state Board of
Education on Aug. 17 sha seid.

Sha noted thaf schools that do net have their own water
supply are not, ai this time, required to conduct lead test-
ing.
"As Pine Eagle works through the development of our
district plan, & determination will be made as o the need
for testing of our facilities, and that determination will be
tnclded in the overalt health and safety plan)” she stated.

Mere information is available by cafiing the Pine Eagle
Charter Schoo! office at 541-742-2660,

— Chris Colfins
have good water for every kid  critical factor is, we're going
to drink,” Baker Superinten-  to follow protoco! to ensure
deal Mark Witty said, “The safety for every site. We wili

\ :

f 1

\bl 8. John Collina /#aker City Herafd
This drinking fountain
on the first floor at Baker
Middle Schoo is turned off
untif further notice due o
lead contamination.

Teep working untii we get it
fixed”

No samples from Haines
School weve above the 20
ppb threshold and no action
was needed in that school,
Witty wrote in a letter to local
residents released Iyiday.

A complete copy of the test
results, conducted by Anatel
Labs Tne., with offices in
Moscow, Idaho, and Spokane,
‘Waslhington, are available at
the front counter in the Dis-
trict Office, 2090 Fouxtli St

Witty said the distvict
chose to test for lead in the
sehool water supply after
Tgh levels of lead were found
in a majority of Portland
schools,

“The QDI (Oregon
Department of Education),
would imagine will come out
with a gelicy for tesling for
lead” Witty said Monday.

“There have not been any
puidelines and it has nof
Deen on anybody's radar
until the issues regarding
Portland schools,” e said.

The Oregon Board of
Education recently adopted
a rule requiring all school
districts, by Oct. 1, to submit
to the stale a preliminary
draft of a “Heaithy and Safe
Schools Plan” that inciudes
aplan to test for and reduce
exposure to lead in water in
schools.

Although the EPA requires
cities to test {heir drinking
water for lead, the agency
only recommends that public
schools do the same.

In Baker City's case, the
city has to randomly test
water from 20 homes every
thres years.

The city's roat recent
fests, in 2014, did not detect
any lead.

Tests in 2011 showed lead
levels af 2.2 pph, below the
federal threshold of 15 ppb
{the threshold for public wa-
ter systems is lower than the
20 ppb for schools in part dus
io differences in the testing
protocols).

_f_}i/f’jfi
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Three UO
residence
halls have
lead issue

Some faucets in Walton,
Hamilten, Barnhart
and Bean have or may
have elevated levels

By DIARE DItz
The Register-Guerd
7447

About cue-fifth of the fau-
¢ets in three University of
Olmgun tesidence halls run
with lead-tainted water —
and a fourth hall is very likely
to have some of the same,

Crews either found or are
concerned about elevated
levels in Walton, Hamilton,
Barnhart and Bean halls.

. The TO didn't release spe-
cific numbers but said they
are above the 15 parts per bil-
lien set by the federal Envi-
ropmentat Protection Agency
as allowable in water for hu-
man consumplion.

A; 2 precaution, the uni-
versity i3 asking students

Pendleton, OR
{Umatilla Co.)
East Cregonian

{Circ, D. 7,014)
Sep L5 2016
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Retesting underway, r

By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian
744-7

An  upstairs  waler
fountain fias tested positive
for slightly elevated levels
of lead at Lcho School,
prompting & re-test and
possible replacement of the

pipes.

Lab reswils were released
by the school district
Wednesday, and while most
of the 41 sites that were
tested tumed up no signs
of lead, one fountain did
measure above ihe threshold
for taking correclive aclion
as set by the Environmental
Protection Agency.

The EPA's action limit
is 20 parts per billion of
lead. The fountain narrowly
exceeded thal mark at 34
paits per biltion, Nonethe-
less, it fias been closed off
to students and faculty urtil
the problem is addressed,
said Bcho Superintendent

“ECHO
Water fountain tests slightly above lead limit

esults expected soon

Raymon Smith.

"We will continue o
monitor  this  and  keep
communicaling fo parents
and our community,” Smith
said,

Last month, elevated
levels of lead were also found
in 10 drinking fouslains
at McKay Creek Elemen-
tary Scheol in Pendielon.
Students are set to returm
to school afler this week's
Pendleton Round-Up,
and Superintendent  Andy
Kovach said all of fthe
fixtures will be replaced and
re-tested. Hetmiston also had
19 faucets with high levels
of tead that were replaced
and slated for re-testing.
Mone were  considered

primary drinking sources

Districts across Eastern
Oregon  banded  together
over the swmmer to fest
their drinking water, and
in mid-May the Oregon
Departmens  of  Educa-
tion md Oregon Healih
Authority collaborated on a
pian to help schools protect
their studenis from high
levels of lead,

The plan requests that all
school  districts receiving
their drinking waler from a
public water system test for
{cad in their buildings. Local
testing is done by Table
Rock Analytical Lab, and
the results are reporied back
{o OHA.

Smith said they decided
to re-test their drinking
fountain’ since lesling was

inttially done while school
was not in sessiocn, The
inactivity may have contrib-
uted to clevated lead, and
those Jevels may have fallen
back to normal now that the
systen: is flushed and back
in use,

“JF it comes back that it's
still slightly clevated, that’s
likely going ie be a piping
issue,” he said.

Having otie founlain
out of commission: is not
causing any disruption at the
building, Smith said.

The  Echo  District
includes one K-12 building,
with  approximalely 280
students.

Conlacr George Plaven
at gplaven@eastoregoniatt,
com or 541-966-0823.

|

moving inte the affected -
]la]ls in coming weeks not ty
drink or cook with any of the
fap water and, instead, use
university-provided bettled
water for those purpeses.

“Using those fixtures for
washing is fine,” the UQ said,

ll;!llmum skin does not ab-
sorh lead in wate i
o the KA, | n necording

The affected halis are all
more than 50 years old. Ban-
?Jart was buiit in 1966, Bean
in 1964, Hamilton in 1952,
and Walton in 1957 and 1959,

The university plans to re-
place the fixtures and retest
the water,

Drinking water with ele-
vated lead levels over time
can lower IQ) or lead to hyper-
activity in chitdren, according
to the EPA. Pregnant women
may give birth early or to
smaller-than-normal babies,

The university launched a
water quatity monitoring pro-
gram in late spring.

" Water: Testing for lead
continues through 2017

potable swater tested for
tead, Lead can leach into

Crews started testing water from old, lead-con-
at campus day cares taining solder used to sod-
and residence halls, Test- der water lines, or from
ing in additional campus lead-containing solder
buildings will continue used to sodder fixtures.
through 2017, In the case of Flint,

Aboui 210 students the drinking water be-
were expected to move came tatnted when the
into the four residence city switched from the
halls on Sept. 14. Af- Detroit water system
ter the university’s main and began drawing from
move4n day on Sept. 22, -the acidic Flint River in
some 2,510 students will April 2014 to save money.
Teside In those four halls. Regulators failed to treat
Neatly 4,000 students live the corrosive water prop-
in university-owned facili-  erly, and as a result the
tes from late September water leached lead from
through early June. aging pipes.

Tollowing the deiec-

Continued from Page Al

Turn fo WATER, P,
' ageA4‘/ tion of elevated lead in T 7447
RG drinking water in Flint, Follow Alisha on Twit
DAILY DIGEST Mich., last year, agencies ler @ualishareemeling.

and homeowners around Email alisha.roemeling@

# 5ign up to have the day's
the nation have had their registerguard cont.

top headiines defivered to your
inbox at registerguard.com/
newsletiers
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PPS staffer who handled lead |
issuies resigns, defends record
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McMinnville schools get the lead out

The district found 106 fau-
INSIDE cets failed to meet standards.

7447 'eplaced 106 favcets used for

“ . By STARLA POINTER

District kept him

aal: G 5

Of the News-Register
The McMinaville School
District has fixed all five

hand washing or other pur-
poses. Several still show lead
concentrations above accept-

Board approves altternative
bid process / AS

Most were fixed by replac-
ing the hardware. Keenan
said. Those still showing

om HQHW:\_, Smﬂm\h : 2 Py ins in which able levels, though. so the levated lead levels remain
-‘nﬁ ; r W | have submitted a letie: to wmwmumﬁmﬂmﬁm ﬁﬁn detect-  district is replacing delivery of 10 parts per billion. turmed off, pending replace-
news H\SN&HQ Pordand Public Schoals on ed this summer. Following lines in an effort to efiminate e drimcine founmins memt of old pipes and
September &, resigning my lacement of faully hard- the problem, Keenan said. Five q..__wsm,._:mn including  soldered jobats, he said.

By SHASTA KEARNS MOORE position of Senjcr Manager of Hs.nwnn \esting shows the warer  The federal Bnvironmen- inwamwnmﬁ oo ‘oeiding, | He said 45 problem fau-
Y The Tribune mmmﬁ., ﬂ:n wwamﬂw me_J_Jcm is now safe to k. tal Protection Wm»nnw nu__w MMM Bt hemoral Ele.  cets ars in the high mowﬂ_...oma s
X eptember 22, . | have o A fz the staff for less than parts pe: s 1 biclogy and chemistry labs,
, B accepted ancther position The kids are safe, th P id the dis- mentary and the high school I ed f
. . i - A ; " Tities Director billion. Keenan sal L which are scheduled for
W %Mm_mm ﬁﬂﬂnnﬁﬁmnﬁ_au.g,w%%mmm oc_m.ﬁw ﬁwmxwm:%%ﬂ_ M_Mﬁmnm.x wﬂwuwmsﬂwnﬂ_% the schoot  Lrict tested 869 manmmmmmwu Mﬂwwﬂww_nﬁ,w“ awé:mm.wwwm

sponse at Porttand Public 10 news mecia during my board Monday night. fountains in June m=suaﬁum seplaced, salving the problem. See LEAD, A6

mw._saw has announced his administrative leave, It was Tn addition, the districthas  using the stricter s 1\

Tesignation and released a difficlt to stand by and not )

defending hi be allowed the cpportunity to
ww%.w_w.m memo defending his respond to or address some T
l : of the inaceuracies, omig- o .
Environmental Health & Safe- sions, and accusatians far Lead now is Tocaien o 1k

ty Manager Andy Fridley says over three months. However, | Stre ._ t n%wn X "

that he was prevented by the was pleased that the inde- Continned from Al cleastof Baker.
.| district from talking to the news pendent Stoll Berne report ® Leamed that McMin-
'| media until now. Fridley has addressed many questions replacement  with bond "Vile bad surpassed state

. and misconceptions. | agree
- with the conclusions of the :
. Stoli Berne team, who high- 1
. lighted long-term systemic !

averages in all categories
in a recent graduation rate
study. However, Superin-
tendent Maryalice Russell

funds anyway. With the
Jead issue largely resolved,
be said, the district is tum-

been on paid administrative
leave since June 2 and will re-
maiz so until

TRIBUNE FILE 7HATD

.| leaving Sept. Portland Public Schoals Gitief Operating Officer Tony Magliano is stitl issues that contributed 10 & ing its anention to radon, o rya
|| 2zfor ajab out- on paid administrative leave, Environmental Heabth and Safety Officer lack of early detection and >_ health hazard linked wﬂ.ﬁ mﬁhﬂﬂg ¢an and
side of the dis- Ardy Fridley, who was put on Jeave on Jine 2 with Magliano, will leave remediation of lead in water to lung cancer, radon is McMinaille m”_wr Sehos]

21 PPS.

in the time that | served as
Health & Safety Senior
Manager, | was frustrated that

a nawrally occurring gas
emitted a3 radioactive radi-
um breaks down in the soil.
Found in pockets of soif all

trict that he
declined to
name. He says

the district Sept. 22, had a four-year graduation

rate of 84.62 percent, well
above the state average.

servethe community, mostnota- - cized for not crdering that fau-

| he was given ~ bly threngh requesting district-  cets with high lead-leve) results PPS did not aflocate resourc- over the world, it dissipates 21 tate for the Hispanic
the option of : wide lead testing last March to Le shut off immediately and for : es 1o emphasize this impor- in open mwwmﬂ“ w_:_wwmu moﬂ subpopulation was §3.5
resigning or FRIDLEY be conducted this summer. dismissing parent concerns : tant issue. | urge the State lect in houses, classrooms PUrcent and the rate for stu-

| being termj- The request to do so came af- - about the need for lead testing, | Legislaturs, the PPS school and other types of enclosed 9ents who've had English

'l nated, but an ter parents at Creston and Rose  the reliability of the district’s fil- | board, anc our community o spaces, Language Leamner classes

j| offer of employment came up at  City Park schools agitated for ters and the existence of high | consider the neglected condi- The stite s requiring 9t SOME point matched the’

|| about the same time, testing in light of the lead crisis  Jead levels found since the lagt ;o of o aging public school districts to subims  Overall percentage,

‘| District spokeswoman Court-  in Flint, Michigan, but hefore the  districtwide testing in 2001, He o s, Bnd T 2 plan for radon testing  However, the rates were

‘mey Westling declined to re- public firestorm began in late  In the letter announcing his themn, by Sept, 1 and complete lower for some subpopu-

| spond to questions about the May: resignation, Fridley urged the | Finally, 2 larger issug nescds tests by 2026 Keenan said  lations, including special |
|| employment status of Chief Op  “Yunderstand parent concerns ~ Oregon Health Autherity to r. | to e wm_m_wmmmmﬂ_ mmﬁ:n the MeMinnvilie met the Sepr.  education students. The
| erating Officer Tony Magliano, and distoay - lead pojsoning is a quire corrosion-contrel treat- : elevated lead in water found | planning deadline and district needs to raise the

who was put on leave at the serloushealth issue——aswellas meats. The Portiand Water Bu- © &t nearly every PPS school: expects to complete tests fate for all students, Rus-
V same Hme as Fridley, saying it their request for dearer commu-  reau and the Fnvironmental | the Oragon Health Acthority next year, well ahead of sell said.
was an “ongoing personnel mat-  njcation,” Fridley writes in are-  Protection Agency have long . Muslact now to the urgent state requirments, We still need 10 close
ter” buttal to the Stol] Berne report  heen at loggerheads over the is- wmnxmﬁum%ww.ﬁm:%mum&; their In other business Mon- the achievement gap with
ebave had anterim envl - sent to PPS, “But the facs s, I e sue of putiing chemscalsin Pors. 00 1 2036 et to daythoboard: = ourselves.”she said,
| ronmental health and safety sponded promptly to parentre- land's water to make it less cor- “achieve Optimal Corrosion ; Noted the finalization M Leerned in a repart
teamin place since July and con- - quests for testing and promptly ~ rosive, such as by modifying the | Comtrel Tromunent oo expedi- of the purchase of a prop- W om _Finance  Director
tinue to be focused on reviewing  took steps toresolve the prablem  pH factor. Lead leaching out of tiously 25 possible” of drink- ety at 1150 N.E Lafuyente - Stsan Bscure tha first wesk

Avenue for $1.2 million.
The money comes out of 2
37.1 million state grant the

enrollment came in close to
the projection on which the
year's budget is based.

iz a manner T understood to be
acceptable, based on past prac-

policies and practices to ensure
the safety of our students,”

Ing water. Doing sa would

old pipes or solder is considered 4
“minimize tead leveis at user's

to be the most likely cause of

Westling said in 4 statement. tee and additional research. Ial-  lead contamination, whick could - 1APs” @s required by the Lead S 1 . ]
Fridléy says in hisresignation  so communicated with school impair the development of | 2nd Copper Rule. ) M_mq_nmnwwui& mwmnméﬁa Vhile enroliment typical-

letter that he largely agreed principals, and the parents re- young children., - - L Broud o My 28 year sure in May, T e N.M_mm._auﬁm anid] Q. rmwm
- - - Oy 0 . . Dareéras a licar a . g cial coutln; late,

with the Stoll Berne report that questing the' tests, ieaving any ~ The Multnomah County : ties professional at PPS an The old Willamette Gray-  week ::E.anam were 117

-concluded major organizational commumications to the wider Health Department so far has hope the very best for it stone Building, previously more students than in the

missteps had led to the drinking community up to the PPS Com- not attributed the few cases of  furre. - Copeland Lumber. will be  first week of 2015-18, That
water crisis. But he says that in - rmumications DepartmentasIhad  high blood lead levels found in Andy Fridley remodeled o serve as the  represents an increase of 1.7
the two years he wasinaleader-  been directed to do.” ‘PPS children to lead iy school i districr’s maintenance and

percent, slightly m_uo<mh&.=.w

water. projected 1.4 percent,

ship "vacuum,” ke still tried to grounds shops, The dis-

Fridley has heen sharply eriti-
, arply —
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more lead
test results

By Chris Coflins .
ceolins@halercityheratd.com

Water saraples taken from
three ginks at Brooklyn Pri-
mary School were found to
contain lzad at levels exeoods
ing 20 parts per billion (ppb),
the threshold that requires
schools to take corrective
action,

Fortyfive other water
samples from the school,
which houses kinderpartners
and first-, second- and third-
graders, did not exceed the
lead threshold,

Samples that exceeded 20
ppb were taken from smks:

* in. Room A3, the spe-
cial education classroom of
Meghan Nilzen, lead level of
68.4 ppb

See H.%_m%ﬁm 64

BAKER E_UU_..m wn_._OOH

» Drinking fountain north end, first floor — 73.6 ppb
.*Drinking fountain in boys locker room — 557 ppb
*Sink, science room - 48.2 ppb

* Sink, science room — 32.7 ppb

@ 8ink, seisnce room — 30.2 ppb

= Sink, science room — 29.9 ppb

» Sink, science room «— 285 ppb’

* Sink, science room — 25.4 pph

* 8ink, home ec classroom No. 3 — 235 _un_u

SOUTH BAKER INTERMEDIATE

* Sink, music reom No. 29 — &7 ppb

* Sink, Iibrary, room No. 23 - 65.7 pob -
*Sink, space by stage, No. 9 ~ 65.3 ppb

" #Drinking Tountain, 6th grade hall —

49.1 ppb

- »SInk, staff room No. 20 — 33.3 ppb
« Sink, 8th grade classroom No. 24 ~ 36.6 ppb
» Drinking fourtain, music room No. 20 — 23! 9ppb
*Sink, mﬂs man_m classroom No. 18 — 25,5 ppb

NORTH W.E.nmw mUcnb._._OZ CENTER -

* Sink, Web Academy room, 3rd flcor — 49,8 pph
» 5ink; vacant office, 1st floor — 294 ppb -

. .m..i_oémcb.nmamaq. office, 1st floor— 219 ppb

* BROOKLYM PRIVARY

» Sink; special ed classroom A3~ 684 ppb
*3Sink, health room, near office — 41.7 pb
.m_;w. special ed classroom, 4A — 27 ppb

LEAD -

Continded from Pege 14

o the hezlth room near
the school office, lead level
of 41.7 ppb

« in Room 44, the spe-
cial education classroom of
Nancy Ames, lead level of
27 pph

Qther water samples
showed lead levels ranging
from a low of 133 pph in
Modular Building 20 {0 a
high of 15.3 ppb in Roorn.
4B,

Last week, the Baker
School District announeed
results of water tests for
lead levels from Haines,
North Baker, South Balter
and Baker Middle School.

Haines School had o
water sources with lead
levels above 20 ppb.

At the other schools, 20
of 81 semples exceeded
that level — including four
drinking fountains, two at
the middle schogl and two
at South Baker

Nine sites above the
acceptable threshold were
fiund at Baker Middie
School, eight at South

Baker Intermediate and
three at the North Baker
Education Center.

Aswas done at those
buildings, water was shut
off to the three Brooklyn
sinks that exceeded 20
pph, Superintendent
Mark Witty said in.a press
release.

In the meantime, the
water will be retested and -
the distriet will be working
to develop a permanent
solution.

Complete coplies of the
test results are available
at the Distriet Office,

2090 Fourth St., Menday

through Friday, 730 am
104:30 p.m. Witty's Jetter

to the community con he

found at the District web-
site hakerk12.0rus

More results are
expected soon from tests
conducted at Baler High
School and Keating El-
ementary Bettled wateris
being provided for students
in those buildmes mmtil the
results are released,

More information is
available by calling Witty

at5AL5242960. gy, 2 |
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",_. District beard meeting, Distriet- .
L Superintendent Andy Grzeskowiak told

.waamhas b&m%m mmnca&

UEEw the wnm.r K m:._&wi wnwc&

“-the board that 20 ‘additional district

drinking water sources have been tested
for Jead and afl dame back well below

of 200 parts peér billion (ppb):

the wnn_mnmmu_ mandated minimum level

Locations. ﬁwﬂnu during the second -«
round of sampling included the district
office, the.Head Stant cEEEw. the -

haol EEuﬁnmunn and transportation,
_Eﬁm. _uoE the main and auxiliacy
@aﬁm i En high mnaoo_ 4nd middle
hool E& &ao:& ﬁmam arthe

m ee ED.JM” .:.b

Allen’s

sE_mq

from 1A

middle and slementary school

kitchens
: “We submitted 20 samples,

Fourteen of the 20 showed no
detectable lead in the threshoid. The
other six that showed any traces of
lead were way below the 5 ppb level
that means you have to start any sort

of mitigaton,”

Grzeskowiak sajd that levels

berween five and 20 ppb require custo-
dians to run each water source for five
minutes in the moming before students

come 0 school to clear out lead that
may have accumulated overnight.
“We don’t even have to rup around
and wrn faucets on. which is zmazing
considering what other districts have
had,” Grzeskowiak said. [ think a lot

of it has 10 do with the quality of water
we get from the city; not corroding our

Kedlral

pipes.”

F.C.B. Eyr, f388

State Legislature could pay
schools back for lead testing

Fund could start

at 5 million
7447
By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM - Oregon public
schools could be reimbursed
for the cost of testing for lead in
campus drinking water, under 2
proposal lawmakers will con-
sider Friday.

The proposal sets up a
fund administered by the state
Department of Education.
School districts could submit
invoices to request reimburse-
ment for costs associated with

" lead testing between March and

December of this year.

The Legislative Fiscal
Office has recommended that
the Emergency Board approve
the $5 million as a placeholder
until state education officials
gain a better sense of how much
schoal distriets will request for
reimbursement.

The education department
could submit a revised financial
request to the emergency board
in December, if requests exceed
§5 million, said Doug Wilson. a
legislative fiscal analyst.

“It’s really a signal to dise
fricts that we are putting money
aside for lead testing,” Wilson
said of the recommendation.

The Oregon Association of
Schoel Business Officials con-
ducted a survey of school dis-

J\Rnn this summer to try to esti-

Hermiston School District

A gink in the Hermiston School District that tested posi-
tive for elevated lzad levels has been shut off and tagged.
The Legisiature is working on a plan to reimburse schools

for the cost of lead testing.

mate the cost of testing, About
130 disiviets, . representing
about half of the state’s student
population, responded. The $3
million figure is roughly based
on those districts” responses,
Wilson said,

That amount equates to
about $35 for each lab tfest
including testing and & small
amount to defrey the cost
of collection, he said. The
amount doesn’t aceount for any
expenses associated with miti-
gation of lead contamination.

Some larger school disticts
such as Portland and Beaverton
used contractors to take water
samples, which drove up the
cost of testing, Wilson said.

Testing urged
Lawmakers pledged to
provide some kind of finan-
cial assistance to districts after

the Oregon Health Author-
ity and the education depart-
ment asked distriets to test for
lead in school water supplies,
The agencies recommended
that schoals identify sources
of lead, stop access, com-
municate results to staff, stu-
dents, parents and the commu-
nity and mitigate and repair the
problem,

The request for testing fol-
Towed widespread media cov-
erage of a scandal in Port-
Tand Public Scheols over lead
in drinking water that went
anreported.

In August, the state Board
of Education — at the behest of
Gov. Kate Brown — approved
4 rule that requires school dis-
tricts to submit a plan for test-
ing for lead in water and other
toxins in school environments
and to report any results to the

public, but the rule doesn’t
require actual testing.

State apencies, including the
education department and the
Oregon Heeith Authority, have
ne authority to force school dis~
tricts to test for lead in water,
but that could change next year.

Mandate possible

Lawmakers are considering
legislation session that would
require districts to test for lead in
water and possibly other toxins,
said state Sen, Michael Dem-
brow, D-Portland. Dembrow
and Rep. Alissa Keny-Guyer,
D-Portland, spearheaded legis-
lation in 2015 that required dis-
tricts to test for radon.

“At that time, we focused
on radon because to be honest,
we pssumed there was test-
ing already happening for lead
and other things, but radon
seemed like something people
were just beginning to become
familiar with,”

“As we come t© a better
wnderstanding of the multiple
toxins in schools, we need to
expand that,” he added.

New York recently enacted
a law requiring schools o test
for lead by the end of Qcto-
ber, report results to the public
and develop a plan for reducing
exposure to the toxin, the Cre-
gon Legislative Fiscal Office
reported.

The Capiral Bureau is a col-
Iaboration between EQ Media
Growp and Pamplin Media
Group.
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HEALTH
Lead report
for RCC

due out
this week

Students, staft advised not
- 1o drink water in Riverside
Campus building

By Ryan Pfel]
Maif Tribune T44-7

Ceneerns about lead and
eopper ir the drinking water
at a Rogue Commauniiy Gol-
lege Medford eampus building
have had students and faculiy
under advisement to noi use
the fountains since August.

A report on the severity of
the problem is due this week,
and officials say the report’s
findings will dictate what
stepsneed to be taken next, No
matter what the report shows,
however, RCG officials said,
they plan to keep checking until
atl fountains at all campusesin
}ackson and fosephine counties
are deemed safetoase again,

#Community and student
safety is number one, so no
matter what the report is, we
will be inspecting all three
campuses now,"” said college
spokesman Graant Walker.
“We're going te check water
levels at every building.”

Tests on the drinking water

at Building A, located on the
Riverside Campus in Med-
ford, were prompied after
an employee reported seeing
cloudy water al the fountain
last monih, Walker said that
fountain was closed imme-
diafely. Preliminary testing
showed lead levels were at 27
patts per billion, almest double
Environmental Prolection
Agency’s limit for acceptable
lead leveis in potable water, or
15 ppb, Walker said.

The preliminaty results also
shewed copper Ievels at the
fountain exceeded EPA gulde-
¥ines, which has set a limit of
1.3 parts per mniltion for the
metat, Tests showed the Buiid-
ing A fountainhad 1.65 ppm. A
full report should be avaitable
Tuesday,

RCC officials clesed the
fountain and ordered tests
immediately after being noti-
fied of the cloudy water.
Students have since heen
advised tonet use the fountains
in the building.

Walker said RCC has hired
ar outside ageney to conduct
testing on the other fountains.
The number of fountains on all
campuses and costs associated
with testing and repairs were
not available.

“We don't know yef,”
‘Walker said. “Once we find
the source of the problem, we
will do whatever repairs are
reguired {0 make it safe.”

- Reach reporler Ryast Pleil
al $41-776-4468 or rpfeil@
mailtribume.eom. Follow
hirn ot wung. bwitter.com/
ryanpfeil,

-
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State lnwmakers wil nnisﬁler a proposal this week that coutd miake yp

waler, q*{’ . :7

Schools

to $5 miilian avaltabls for sohool diskricts to coaduict tests for lead in

gould get

$5 million to pay
for lead testing

State proposes
emergency fund
to help with costs

By PARIS AGHEN
The Tribune

Publie schools could re-

- celve up to $5 million to Lhelp

pay for the cost of testing for
lead in campus drinking wa-
tex, under a proposal lawinak-
ers will consider Scpt. 23.

The propsszl sels up a fund
adiministered by the Oregan De-
partment of Education. Sehool
districts couid submit inveices to
request reimbursentent for costs
associated with lead iesting be-
tween March and Decewnber of
this year.

The Legislative Fiscal Office
has vecommended that the
Emergency Board approve the
$5 miillion as a placeholder untit
siate education officials gain a
elier sense af how much school
districts will request for retm-
bursement.

The education departmeni
eould subinil a revised financial
request to the emergeney board
in December, If requcsts exceed
$5 million, said Dong Wilson, a
legisiative fiscal analyst.

“It'sreally a signal {o districls
thal we are putting money aslde
for lead testing,” Wilson said of
the recommendation.

The Oregon Assosiation of
School Business Officials con-
ducted & survey of school dis-

-triets this sinymer (o iry o esti-

riate the cost of {esting, About
100 districts, representing about
hall of the state student popula-
tiom, responiled. The $5 miliion
figure is roughly baged on those
districis’ respenses, Wilson said.

‘That amount equates io about
335 for each Iab lest, inchuding
testing and a smal? amount to
defray the cost of collection, he
said. The amount doesn't ac-
cotnt for any expenses associ-
ated with enitigation of lead con-
tamination.

Some larger scheol districts |

such as Portfand and Beaverion
used contraciors to take water
samgples, which drove up the
cost of testing, Wilson said.

Lawmakers pledged to pro-
vide some kind of financial as-
sistance to districts aficr the
Oregen Health Authority and
the education department last
summer asked dislricts to test
{or lead in schoo! water supplies.
‘I'he agencies recommendead (hat
schiools identify sources of lead,
stop aceess, eounuicate Te-
sitlts {o staff, students, parenis
and the community, and miti-
gate and repair the problem.

The request for testing fol-
lowed widespread media cover-
age of a scandal in Portland
Public Schools over lead in
drinking water that went unre-

ported.

In August, the state Board of
LEducation — at the behest of
Gov, Kate Brown — approved a
rale that requires school dis-
tricts to submit a plan for test-
ing far lead in water and other
taxins in school envizonments
and to repari any resulis to the
public, but the Tule deesn't re-
quire actual testing.

State agencies, including the
education depariment and the
Oregon Healih Authority, have
no authority to force school dis-
tricts to test for lead In water,
but that could change next yean
Lawimakers are considering leg-
islation during the 2017 session
that would reguire districts fo
test for lead in water and possi-
bly other toxins, said Sen. Mi-
chael Dembrew, D-Portland.
Dembrow and Rep. AlissaKeny-
Guyer, D-Portlan, spearheaded
legislaton in 2615 flat required
districts to test for radon.

“At that time, we focused on
ratlon because to be honest, we
assumed there was testing al-
ready happening for lead and
other things, but radon seemed
jike something people were just
beginning fo become familiar
witf1,” Dambrow said

“As we come to a betler un-
derstanding of the multiple tox-
ins in schools, we need to ex-
pand that,” he added.

New York recently enacted a
law requiring schools fo test
fer lead by the end of October,
report resulis (¢ the pulbtic and
develap a plan for redwcing ex-
posure to the toxin, the Oregon
Legislative Plsenl Office re-
ported.
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Five fountains tested as "no detee-
tHon,” with the minimuin threshold for

Of the 23 sources lested, just three detection heing 1 part per billion, Full

St. Paul =ent its samples to Edge drinking fountain in the elememary:

The distriet sampled 23 water soure-  Anralytical, which Is based oui of Burl-  sehocl (6.1 ppb).

es on June 16 and received testing re- ingten, Wash,, but also has labs in

sults, which showed all were below Wilsonville and Corvaliis.

the EPA guideline of 26 paris per bil-

lion (pphy,

ler,

Z]rdnn .
‘Pamptlin Media Group

By Seth
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resulis are available oaline at www.

el than § parts per billion. These three  stpaulkiZ.orus/domain/187.

came back with a concentration high-

on fine 28;

“We tested all potable water soure-
¢s and the resuls are listed on our ineclrded the “N. Center” drinking

district wehsite,” Wehrll said. “I'hey fountain. (11 ppb), the science room

After drinking waler af some
Portland acheols was shewn Lo

have high levels of lead, St. Paul

)
2 G
S g
<8
22

“We met as soon as the first reperts

all came baek very clear.”

superintendent Joe Wehrll wasted
1itle time in determining that the
school district should test its wa-

Sea STPAUL / Fago M3

sink (i0.9 ppb) and the northeast hall

Waodburn, Or

|

(Marion Co.)
Woedburn Independent

be something that was going
to be asked jor, so we just

needed to do it because we.

B From Page A12

(Cire, W. 3,490)

SEp 23 2015
Allen's P.C.B. Esl. 1888

went ahead, As busy as it god,
P glad we started early.”

have older brildings and old-

er pipes,” Wehrli said. “Iwas

came out and I was pretty

certain that,

Na. 1, we just

assuming that it was going fo*

w2

i

Lebanon, OR
{Lirn Co.}
Lebanon Express
(Cire. W, 1,913)

SEP 21 2015
Allen's P.C.5 Est. 1868

o e

in few water -
sources on nuid-
valley campuses

KYLE ODEGARD
Albany Bemocrat-Herald
Linn-Benton Commu-
nity College has shut off
water to eight sinks at its
facilities in Linn and Ben-
ton ¢ounties due to high
lead levels that exceeded
the Environmental Pre-

the maintenance budget for
emergency repairs, Stowell
said.

The college decided to
test its water after reports
of lead issues af other edu~
cational facilities, Hender-
son sajd.

Stowell said LBCC
wasn't required to test for
lead, unlike K-12 schools in
QOregon.

“But given what was go-
ing on, with results in older
buildings, we thonght this
was a good idea for ns. ...

tection Ageney's standards. This was something we
“They were pretty much neededto know sowe could
handwashing sinks;- not—takevare of it” he added.
that someone couldn’t geta  Henderson said the is-
drink of water out ofthem,” sues will be relatively easy
said Dale Stowell, college to fix. “Temporarily turning
spokesman. water off at the sinks untl
For example, two of the we can address this issue

sinks were in bathrooms at
LBCC's downtown center
inLebanon, Stowell said.

LBCC tested 171 wa-
ter sources where people
might draw drinking water,
Stowell said. “If you could
turn the handle on and fill
something up, we tested it
he added. )

Test results were re-
turned on Sept. 14 and
the sinks were shut off the
same day.

The sinks with high lead
levels will remain shut off
until they are replumbed
and retested in the coming
weeks, said Dave Hender-
son, LBCC vice president
for finance and operations.

That should cost an es-
timated $5,000 te $10,000,

won't canse any hardships
or distuptions,” he said.

The testing, which cost
about $3,400, was dene us-
ing EPA guidelines, which
call for the water to remain
stagnant in the lines for at
least eight hours.

K-12 school districts be-
gan testing lead levels in
their drinldng water state-
wide after a scare earlier
this year in the Portiand
School District. In August,
the State Board of Educa-
tion adopted rules requir-
ing school districts and
public charter schools to
develop plans that include
lead tests, and toreport test
findings and information
on cngoing monitoring to
the public within five days

of receiving the resuits, low levels of lead in the

The Albany and Corvallis  blood of children can result
school districts found that in behavior and learning
a2 number of water sources problems and other issues.
at their schools contained  Adults exposed to lead
elevated lead levels, can. suffer from increased
.; Lead can get into drink-  blood pressure, hyperten- |
ing water when service sion and other cardiovas-
pipes that contain lead cular effects, decreased
corrode, according to the kidneyfunction andrepro-
EPA, Structures builtbefore  ductive problems, accord-
1986 aremorelikely tohave ing to the EPA. ’
lead pipes and fixtuzes, the :
agency’s website states. Kyle Odegard can be

Young children, infants reached at kile.odegard@
and fetuses are particularly |ee.net, 541-812-6077 or via
vulnerabletolead,andeven Twitter @KyleOdegard.
L
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Lead: ILBCC shuts off 8 sinks &
Emb" lévels .WQMN:M.\N%Q EN&% will come from =z

(Circ. W. 4,960)

SEP 21 2015
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BY SETH GORDON /
Newberg Graphic repoT

showed all were bels
BPA guideline of 20 parts
billion {ppb), on June 28. .

“We tested all potable water ;
sources and the results are detection,

levels of [ead in eight sinks. “If you cauld turn the hand
and fill sumething up, we tested it,” said Dale Stowell,.
spokesman.

e —

"Water at St. Paul schools judged safe

All 23 water sources
test well below mm»

idelines for lea he
N:&.mrﬁmm .‘.. 7 it N ﬁ%m. _m.s  our &mﬂmﬂ memwwm part per billion. Full results
er back very clear.”

St Paul sent its mmEEmu to
er drinking Edge Analytical, which is

w the NE Hall drinking fountain in
ar per the elementary school (6.1
ppb). )

Five fountains tested as “‘no
» with the minitmum
v fhreshold for detection being 1

are available opline at Www.
mﬁp%.cw.ﬁm.&oab_bhmﬂ
“We met as soon as the frst

— . d I was

“ mﬁe. MWmemmﬂmwna schools based out of Burlington, wmwwmmnmgm M_mwn e 3, we
e nown to have highlevels Wash, but also has Jabs in PYETS S0k s ichecause we
Mwmmmmm% Jﬂr Paul superinten- Wilsonville and Corvallis. WMMW%&M_.. buildings and older
o oo Vel wasted e Ofthe 2 sourees tested. fust 1an8 Q0G0 FEE Vg g

time in determining that the three
school district should test its
water.

The district sampled 23
water sources on June 15 and
recejved testing results, which

centration higher WME 5 uﬂwm
or billion. Those three inchud-
ma the “N. nmu”m_,.* Eﬁﬁuom
i b}, the sciex .
Mw_“wuﬂm%bwﬁﬁww ppb) and the glad we started early- \

came back with & 200 DU e hat 1t was going to

he something that was going
ta be asked for, so we just ﬁm_u"
ahead. As busy as it got, Jm
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show mixed
results

In Lakeview schools

By Kurt Lledike
Lalke County Examinar
T Aner

. In the wake of the
Flint, Mich. water eri-
sis, the State of Oregon
demanded all scheol dis-
tricts test water lines for
lead conten!. Results of
two tests conducted dug-
ing the summer break
were presenled tp the
Lake County School Dis-
trict #7 board of directors,
with early results raising
concerns about lead con-
tent in sinks and drinking
fountains.

Urged by Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown, the state.
legislature passed man-
da.tes for testing under {he
criteria that levels above
9.20 parts per million are
deeme}i wnsafe for con-
sumption. According to
LCSD#7 Supt. will Cahill,
initial lead testing con-
ducted over the summer
showed several drirking
fountains and sinks festing
aear or ahove the 0,20 ley-
el. An additiona) test was
later conducted folowing
thelines being flushed, and
test results came in much
lower overall, though a
few specific older lines
still came near 0.20, Cahill
contributed the higher ini-
tial tests partly due to sed-
iment accumulation while
lines sat largely stagnant
_dur_ing the summer, but
indicated that lines testing
high in lead levels have
been flagged and removed
from service while con-
sidering replacement of
older drinking fountains
or plumbing as needed,
Older sinks in elassrooms
generally tested higher as
the biggest red Hags.

“‘r‘{e are addressing
evel'yt_hmg we have test-
ed‘, h:l‘lngmg in additional
d}‘mlcmg water, and shut-
ling down areas that are
lead-heavy,” said Cahill.
“We are evaluating what
fixtures may need g be re-
placed. After the first test
we were a little scared, but
foHewing the second test
vur level of concern went

down. We arve concerned

about our students

—_——

MIXED RESULTS
Seg page 3

MIXED RESULTS From page 1

1]
and public and will ad-
dress the issue.”

The testing was done
as part of a lead and radon
testing program mandat-
ed by the Oregon Depari-
ment of Education and
Oregon Health Authority,
requiring every Oregon
school district o submit a
plae for addressing testing
of both harmiul substane-
es by Saturday, Oct. 1. The
mandate also incorporates
action management plans
for pest control and ashes-

08,

Cahill indicated that
Gov. Brown is actively
seeking funding fo pay for
lead testing, which cosl
the district approximate-
ly %800 per test, However,
Cahill was not aware of
any funds available for re-
placement of pipes, sinks
or fountains that test high
for lead leve!s.‘Accordi.ng

to LCSD#7 Business Mgr.
Janet Melsness, replacing
every sink and fountain
in the district would cost
around 310,000,

Statewide testing for
fead in seheols have also
had mixed results, with
the highest levels heing
reported al nearly every
Portland-area school,
Only two Portland schools,
Forest Park Klementary
and Rosa Parks Elemen-
tary, were built after 1986,
when lead selder and fit-
tings were banned by the
Safe Drinking Water Act.
Additionally, recently four
dormitories at the Uni-
versity of Oregon tested
for excessively high lead

HYEY
content.

Lead pipes carrying
drinking water were rec-
ognized as a cause of lead

poisoning by the late 1800s -

in the United States, and
the practice of lead pipe
use was largely outlawed
by the 19205 until the lead
indusiry launched a cam-
paign promoting lead
pipes, helping to maintain
lead’s use for many years
in public water systems. It
was ancther six decades
before lead pipe installa-
tion was banned outright.

For more informa-
lion coniact the Lake
County Schoel District #7
office at 541-047-3347.

i/ —

Midway Plumbing donated a filtered drinking fountain to Waverly Elementary School that com

botle,

MARK YLER, DEMOCRAT-HERALD
es with a spot to fill a water

Company donates water station

Albany schools
welcome gift; it’s
no cure for lead

JENRIFER MOODY
Albany Bemocrat-Herald

Reports of high: lead lev-
els in the drinking water at
some Albany schools had
Lance and Stephanie King
concerned. They figused
their business, Midway
Plumbing, might be able to
help.

Athree-generatien busi-
ness, Midway has been
doing community service
projects since the days of
Stephanie's grandfather.
With daughter MeKena
Roberts, a 2012 West Albany

High praduate, just starting-

ajob as a first - grade teacher
at Wavetly Elementary, the
Kings saw an opportunity,
The week bafore classes
started, with permission
from Greater Atbany Pablic
Schools, the Kings arranged
for & new filtered. water
bottle filling station to be
installed in the hallway at
e i

‘Waveily, not far inside the
front door.

The donztion ended up
being a three-way part-
nership, Lance King con-
tacted longtime friend
Aaron Nofziger of Rite Way
Electric, intending to hire
him for the wiring job, but
Nofziger insisted on do-
rating his effort, Stephanie
King said, And when Mid-
way's wholesaler, Standard
Supply, heard about the
projeet, it sold the unit to
the Kings for cost.

"It was a fun projert)
Stephanie King said. Wwe
got athark you and a really
cute card from all the kids

Albany tested all its
drinking water sources for
lead aver the summer fol-
lowing a scare in the Port-
land district. After the ini-
talround, 12 of 21 buildings,
including Waverly, came

back reporting at least ane
water source with' levels
considered too high.

Those fixtares weze taken

out-of service and will stay

that way until they are re-

placed and retests show
)

they are safe, the district
sald, Not ali of those have
been completed, Fal re-
ports for each school to
date are available online
at httpi/albany. k12.or.us/
parents/water-testing-in-
formation/,

Superintenzdent Jim
Golden said the district is
delighted with the battle
station gift, but noted that
such units aren’t a cure
for high lead levels, even
though they vome with fl-
texs.

It's his understanding
that lead cannot be filtered
without a specific “reverse
osmosis” system, which
the district plans to instail
either at outlets that are al-
ready certified as safe orany
new systems that are tested
and found to be szfe. (That
was the case with the Kings'
gift, which was tested be-
fore use.)

However, he said, en-

* couraging kids to drink

wateris part of the distrie¥’s
wellnessinitiative, and pro-
viding filtered, cooled water
jsinline with that ilnitjaﬁve.

Some Albany schools,
sucht as the new student
comswons at South Alhany
High Schoel, already have
bottle stations, and he
szid he'd like 10 make them
available at all the district
schoets,

Stephanie King said she
feels the same way.

Pilling a reusable boitle
cuts down on waste and
“just totally makes sense
she said, “It’s one of those
things, keeping up with the
times”

T
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““\wmu Continuss Testing

" _for Lead in Water

uim_.gm Pendlgton Schoal District
continues 1o work on testing its
drinking water for the presenca of
lead. Some sites with: levels above
the EPA acceptahle fimit of 20 ppb
(parts per bilffon) on first-draw
samples were previouslytaken out
of service. The district recently
received results for testing at the
new Washington Elementary
Sehool, and a!l tested sources are
below the aceeptabls |evel of lead.
Also, after the replacementof hard-
ware, ang of two sinks located in
the girls’ locker room of the Pendle-
ton High Schocl Gold Gym is now
within acceptable limits.

However, seven of the 10 fo-
cations at McKay Creek Elemen-
fary School re-tested as still above
the acceptable limit, after replac-
ing the hardware. Superintendant
Andy Kovach said, “These sites
weretaken out of service aftertest-
ing in August. They will remain
shut down while we go o the next
level of intervention. There are
several options we are examining
including replacement of addi-
tional plumbing, ffliration systems
and,aszlastreson, laying primary
water fines - if that is necessary,
these locations wauld remain
closedthroughoutthe schoal year,
In the meantime, we are providing
drinking water for staff and stu-
dents.”

Acopyofallthe district'swater
testing results can be viewed at
the district office, located at 1100
Sauthgate, Suite 8, 541-276-6711
and on the district website at
www.pendleton.k12.or.us. For
questions or more information
about the district water testing,
contact Andy Kovach at 541-966-
3231 or
andy.kevach@pendleton k12.0rus,

ane

Canby, OR
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Test results show
elevated levels of
lead in North

Marion Primary
School’s drinking
water /74 4~ 7

By LINDSAY KEEFER ___
Sor The Canby Herald

The water samples from the
dea.am fountains and school
sinks at the primary and North
Marion Intermediate schoolg
were taken Aug. 24 and results
were returned to the distriet
by Test America Sept. 8.

The Cregon Department of
Rducaticn recommends test-
ing upder normal use condi-
tions but, according to a press
release from the district, these
samples were not taken under
normal conditions, as water
had been sitting in unused
pipes for approximately six
weeks.

“I wasg surprised to see the
results come back at levels
higher than the state guide-
lines of 20 paprts per billion.
Our June and July samples
showed extremely low levels
and we were pretty confident
we wonld be good to go,” Su.

Valley Times 4
(Circ. D. 3,860)

SEP 22 2006
Alfn's P.C.B. Fst. 1888 |

Schools could get $5 mil

LY

ion

perintendent Boyd Keyser
said “Our team feels strongly
that the culprit was the six
weeits of unused activity that
led to a buildup. Since we fol-
lowed the recommended col-
lection procedures and did no
flushing or rinsing before col-
lecting the samples, it is not
hard {o imagine the first rush
of water out of the faucets hav-
ing high levels.”

As a precaution, all drinking

fountains in the district were
closed down within two hours
of receiving the information
from the testing lab, with 240
cases of bottled water and 55
five-gallon water jugs Srought
in to serve as drinking stations
throughout the distriet to
serve its 2,000 studen{s and 230
staff members. Distriet kitcher:
staff were also istructed to
use bottled water for prepar-
ing food and sanitation.

“We are being extra cau-
tious given our level of con-
cern on this topie, thus the rea-
gon for closing all drinking
fountains in all buildings even
though xot all results are in*

\ N. Marion School District
shuts off water fountains

Keyser explained. “We will not |
use them until they have are-
sult below the state guideline,
If resuits from the other build-
ings come back clean, we will :
turn the fountains back on in
them.” .

Distriet sinks are still safeto
use for washing hands,

Staff shared the news with
students Thursday, when a let-
ter was also sent home with .
K-5 students. An aute-dialer:
was sent out {0 parents. 3

The primary scheol water:
will be retested in the coming.

weeks under normal condi-.
tions, While the Aug. 24 test:
results are not back for the in--
termedijate school, retesting’
mazy oeeur if the results indi-]
cate the need to do so. The"
middle and high schools wil] be
tested in the coming weeks.

The district operates its own
licensed water system, which
is tested on a monthly basis.

For more information, visit
www.nmarion.kl2.orus or
contact Keyser at boyd key-

wmn@menoP_ﬁN.onhm.\

i
State Qmua& ﬂ
emergency fund

to help with costs

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

- T

Public schools could re-
eejve up to $3 million to
help pay for the cost of test-

} ing for lead in campus

| deinking water, under a

| proposal lawmakers will
consider Sept. 23,

The proposal sets up a2 fund
admninistered by the Oregon
Department of Education,
Sehool districts could submit
invoices to regquest reim-
bursement for costs associat-
ed with lead testing between
March and December of this
year, -

The Legislative Fiscal Cf-
fice has recommended that
the Emergency Board ap-
prove the $5 million as a
placeholder unti] state educa-
tion officials gain a better
sense of how much sehool dis-
tricts will request for reim-
bursement.

The education department
could submit a revised finan-
cial request to the emergency
beard in December, if re-
quests exceed $5 million, said
Dong Wilson, a Iegislative fis-
¢al analyst.

“It’s really a signal to dis-
tricts that we are putting
money aside for lead testing,”
Wilson said of the recommen-
dation.

The Oregon Association of
Schoo! Business Cfficials con-
ducted a survey of schoel dis-
tricts this summer to try o
estimate the cost of testing.
About 100 distriets, represent-
ing about half of the state stu-
dent population, responded.
The $5 million figure is rough-
Iy based en those districts®

-esponses, Wilson said.

That amount equates to
about $35 for each lab test, in-

, cluding testing and a small

amount to defray the cost of
i eollection, he said. The
| amount doesn’t account for
| any expenses associated with

L7

from Oregon fo

r lead testing

THIDUAE FILE PHOTO

State lawmakers will consider a proposal this week that could make up to $5 mitlion avaflable for school
districts to conduct tests for lead in water. ’

mitigation of Jead contamina-
tiom.

Some larger schoal districts
sech as Portland and
Beaverton used contractors to
take water samples, which
drove up the cost of {esiing,
Wilson said.

Lawmakers pledged to pro-
vide some kind of financial as-
sistance to districts after the
Oregon, Heaith Authority and
the education department last
swnmer asked districts to test
for lead in school water sup-
plies. The agencies recom-
mended that schools identify
sources of lead, stop access,
communicate resuls to staif,
students, parents and the
community, angd mitigate and
repair the preblem,

T'he request for testing fol-
lowed widespread media cov-
erage of a scandal in Portlang
Public Schools over lead in

drinking water that went un-
reported.

In August, the state Board
of Education ~— at the behest
of Gov. Kate Brown -- ap-
proved a rule that requires
school districts to submit a
plan for tasting for lead in wa-
ter and other toxins in school
environments and to report
any results to the public, but
the rule doesn't require actu-
al testing.

State agencies, including
the education department and
the Oregen Health Authority,
have no authority to foree
school distriets to test for lead
in water, but that could
change next year. Lawmakers
are considering legislation
during the 2017 session that
woeuld require districts to test
for jead in water and possibly
other toxins, said Sen. Mi-
chael Dembrow, D-Portiand.

Dembrow and Rep. Alissa Ke-
ny-Guyer, D-Portland, spear-
headed legislation in 2015 that
required districts to test for
radon.

“At that time, we focused on
radon because to be honest,
we assumed there was testing
already happening for lead
and other things, but raden
seemed like something pecple
were just beginning to be-
come familiar with,” Dem-
brow satd.

“Ag we come to a better un-
derstanding of the multiple
toxins in gehools, we need to
expand that,” he added.

New York recently enacted
alaw requiring schools to test
for lead by the end of October,
report results to the public
and develop a plan for reduc-
ing exposure to the toxin, the
Oregon Legislative Fiscal Of-
fice reported,

\



water: Crook County School District will likely seek reimbursement if available

From page Al

Friday, Sept. 16 — the samne
day lead fest resulis came
back.

According to Yecha, the
one fixture that did not pass
the test is new, was in a school
that was closed last year, and
was taken out of service inme-
diately until the situation can
be remedied.

“We slarted festing the old-
est facilities frst,

a child, In children, low levels
of exposure have been linked
to damage to the central and
peripheral nerveus system,
learning disabilities, shorter
stature, impaired hearing, and
impaired formation and func-
tion of blood celis,” the EPA
reports.

Yecha said they tested the
lncal schoel drinking water in
order to protect kids.

“We're [rying to be very

o

transparent about
this and foltow the

ﬂﬂﬂn%e ﬂél?er K| -e’:; t[-ymg to - guldelines of the
most suspect,” Cregen Depart-
he said. “Inter- 08 VEIY ment of Ed and the
fﬁtmfgilytenuugh, transparent about glregptnlgeagh%;r

1 this reading LHis and fellow the 220, Yeend
got this reading e said, “We have al-
on was aclually guidelines of the w0 established a
new. ‘Ihat ctass- [ll‘Egﬂn regular testing
room has a new schedule to ensure
fixture in it, and DEPACtMEnt of Ed  ehat we continue
tha’s the one and the Oregon to previde a safe
that was above = 3 environient for

Health Authority. tnde

the 20 parts per our students and
billion.” — Diane Yeoha, staft”

Water is con-  Superinfendent, Crock Conaty  Most fixtares —
sidered safe if ' Stheof Distrfct neaning drinking
tead levels are feuntaizxs and food

less than 20 parts .
per billion.

The testing was the result of
updated guidelines from the
Oregen Departiment of Educa-
tion and the Oregon Health
Authority.

Some school districts in Or-
egon — moslly the Portland
area — are experiencing
heightened leveis of lead i
their drinking waler, which js
generating media attention,
Yecha pointed ont.

According {o the US Envi-
ronmeatal Prolection Agency,
lead can enfer drinking water
when service pipes that con-
tain lead corrode, Lead is a
toxic metal that can be harmfut
fo human health even at low
exposwre levels.

“A dose of lead that would
have little offect on an adult
cazn have a significant effect on

preparafion sinks
— within the dis-
friet sehools were tested this
simner, said CCSD Mainte-
natce Director Leland Bliss.
‘This inciuded nine fixtures at
Baines Butte Blementary, 34 at
Crook County High School, 25
at Crook County Middle
Sehool, 38 at Creoked River Ei-
ementary, 12 at Pioneer Com-
plex, and three at Ward Rho-
den Stadium,

Five fixtures at Paulina
School were tested in August
of 2015, and five were tested
at Powell Butte Community
Charter Schoel iz August
2014, All those resuilts were
also below safe levels,

Brothers School has not
been tested for lead but wilt
be soon.

Yecha pointed out that
Brothers, Paufina and Powell
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Funding may soon be available for Oragon schoo) disteicts to got reimbersed for tosting fead in water,

Butteschoels are tested qaar-
terly because their water
supply is frona wells that con-
tinue to test negative for coli-
Torm bacteria.

The school disirict hired a
consultant, Farallon, and an
OHA certified lab to conduet
the icad testing. The original
bid was $7,000, Bliss said, but
more work was added and
{ie cost went up an unspeci-
fied amount., Funds came

from the facilities budget.

Oregon public schools
could receive up to 35 million
to help pay for.the cost of test-
ing for Jead in campus drirk-
ing water, under a propasal
lawmakers will consider to-
day, Sent. 23.

'The proposat sets up a fund
administered by ODE, School
distriels could submit invoic-
es {o request reimbursement
for costs assaciated with lead
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testing between Match and
December of this year.

The request for testing fol-
lowed widespread media cov-
erage of a scandat in Pertland
Public Schools over [ead in
drinking water that went un-
reported,

Lawmakers pledged to pro-
vide some kind of financial
assistance to districts after
the Qregon Health Authority
and the education depart-
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ment last suminer asked dis- -
tricts to test for lead in schaol -
water supplies. The agencies .
racommended that schools -
identify sources of lead, stop -
access, cominunicate results
to staff, students, parents and |
the community and mitigate -
and repair the problem.

“It's dikely that we wonld
request reimburgement for |
it Yecha said, should Lthe
proposa‘ pass.
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BRIEFING .
(Tif
m_m‘..wﬁm lead \N
found at school

e water fixture at

Grooked River Eiermen-

1ary School has been

taken out of service af-
ter water iests showed
water from it contained
elevated levels of lead,
according to a news
release from the Crook

County Schoo! District,

Ofthe 131 drinking
fountains and kitchen
faucets the district test-
&, only ene was above
the statz's guidelines
tor lead,

Grack County is the

latest district in the
area torelease results
from lead water testing,
The State Board of
Education [ast month
approved 2 rute requir-
ing districts fo submit
plans to test water for
lead regularly.

Qver the summer,
Crook County tested
allits schools for fead
inthe water exeapt for
its schaol im Brothers.
That test was dons
Thursday.

~ Bulletin staff report

————

——

Portland, OR
{Multnomah Co.)
- The Qregonian
(Circ. D. 247,833)
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Drinking fountains
shut off at Capitol

74U 7
Ry Dana Tims
The Oregonian/OregonLive

Preliminary tests show
drinking water in the state
Capitol, just like water in
scores of schools and other
publit facilities around the
state, contains potentially
unsafe levels of lead.

The findings prompted
building administrators to
shut off several drinking
fountains, post signs warn-
irg against drinking from
bathroom sinks and order up
more tests to see how wide-
spread the problem might be.

Based on early testing, the
problem appears concen-
trated in sinks and fxturesin
the oldest parts of the Capi-
tol, which date 10 1938.

@At this point, it’s a little
premature to know what the
cause of the lead is)” Daron
Hill, the Legisiature’s adxnin-
jstrator, told members of
the Legislative Administra-
tion Committee on Friday.
“We’re now going to go back
and retest everything”

Hall said results have
come back for 63 out of 113
locatons tested around the
building. Gf those 63, eight
showed elevated levels of
lead. Those spots included a
‘reak-room sink, two historic
drinking fountains and five
sinks in the CapitoPs original
bathrooms.

Hall said most ware “fairty
high above” the federal
safety threshold of 15 parts
per billion.

\ No lead has been detected

in the offices and hearing
rooms of the Capitol's east
and west wings, which were
added to the structure in
1977, Hall said.

Legiglators decided to
test various Capitol water
farilities this summer, after
high l=ad levels showed up
in schools and public build-
ings around the state, said
House Speaker Tina Kotek,
D-Portland. Kotek added
that some of the highest lead
levels, according o prelimi-
nary tests, are in fountains
and sinks in and around ber
office. The speaker’s office
residesin the older part of the
‘building, behind the House
chambers.

«We've shut them all off”
she said of fountains across
the Capitol, “and we’re now
stocking plenty of bottled
‘water?

Two types of tests willnow
be conducted to pinpoint the
cause of the problem, Hail
said.

The first will involve test-
ing water that’s allowed tosit
ovesnight, The second wilt
allow water torun from a fix-
fure before testing it. The first
test is intended 1o see if the
fixture itselfis contarminating
the water, while the second
will let technicians deter-
Imine if the pipes beyond the
fixture are the source of the
prablem.

Kotel's office said costs
associated with testing are
below $10,0G0.

Others wondered whether

ASSOCIATED PRESS/2015

The Capitol building is reflected in a pend on the Capitel
grounds in Salem, Lead has been found at unsafe levels in
several drinking fountains at the Capitol.

more testing could lead to
further positive findings and,
thus, higher costs.

T3 it concerning to anyone
elge that we'te focusing on
leading testing in the Capitol,

but none of the other state
buildings?” said Rep. Greg
Smith, R-Heppner. “We could
have a can of worms here.”

.

dtims@oregonian.com

Pendleton, OR
{umatilla Co.}
East Oregonian

(Cire. ©.7,014)
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‘ State will pay

$5 million for
lead testing

By PARIS ACHEN

744-7

Capital Burealt

SALEM — The Oregon Emergency
Board on Friday approved $5 million to
help pay for the cost of testing for lead in

school drinking water.

The action sets up 2 fund at the Cregon
Department of Education. School districts
piay request reimbursement for costs
associated with lead testing by submitting
invoices with the education department.

Lawnakers pledged to provide some
kind of financia] assistance to districts
after the Oregon Health Authority and the
education depariment last summer asked
districts to test for lead in school water

supplies.

The request followed widespread media
coverage of a scendal in Partland Public
Schools over lead in drinking water that
went unreported. Since then, several other
school districts have found unsafe levels

See LEAD/IZA g

—_—

LEAD: Amount covers $35 per lab test

Continued from 1A
of lead in cammpus drinking
water.

“To have the full support
of every caucus leaders and
every residing officer on this
issue to make sure rooney
is available for our districts
1 think is a testament to
our responsiveness to this
issue,” said House Speaker
Tina Kotek, D-Portland,
who co-chairs the emsr-
mency beard.

The 55 million will serve
as 2 placeholder until state
education officials gain a
better sense of how much
school districts will request
for  reimbursement, said
Doug Wilson, a legistative
fiscal analyst.

Keotek emphasized Friday
that the $5 million is ouly 2
starting point for assisting

schools with the lead crisis.
She said she anticipates that
school  districts also will
request help in paying for
lead mitigation.

The Oregon Association
af School Business Officials
conducted a survey of
schoal districts this summer
to fry to estimate the cost of
testing, About 100 districts,
representing about half of
the state student population,
responded. The $5 million
figure is roughly based on
those districts’ responses,
Wilson said,

That amount comes out
to about £35 for each lab
test, including testing and a
small amount to defray the
cost of collection, he said.

School districts  still
aren’t technically required
to test for lead. In Angust,

the state Board of Education
— at the behest of Gow.
Kate Brown — approved
a rule that requires school
districts to submit a plan
for testing for lead in water
and other toxins in schoel
environments and to report
any results to the public,
but the rule doesn’t require
actual testing,

State agencies,
including the education
department  and  the
Oregon Heaith Authority,
have no authority to force
school disiricts to  fest
for lead in water, but that
could change mext year
Lawmakers are consid-
ering legislation during the
2017 session that would
require districts to test for
lead in water and possibly
other toxins. 744-7




State to pay for schools’ lead testing

TRACY LOEW 744-7
STATESMAN JOURHAL

Oregon school districts may be reim-
bursed for money spent testing school
taps for lead.

On Friday, the Legislature’s jeint
emergency board reserved $5 million in
egeneral fund money to pay for the tests.

The Salem-Keizer Scheol District
completed testing taps in all 81 schools
and other buildings just before school
started, at an estimated cost of $300,000
to $350,000.

While the reimbursement will be wel-
come, it won't cover all the costs, district
spokesman Jay Remy said. The state
will pay lab testing fees, but not for la-
bor, ’

The district's lab fees are estimated
at about $67,113 to-date, Remy said. It
expects to spend another $5000 to
$8,000 by the end of the year.

More than a hundved taps in 37 dis-
trict buildings were shut off because of
high fead levels. One tap at Pringle Ele-
mentary School tested at 14,000 parts
per biltion - nearly three times the level
the U.8. FEnvironmental Protection
Agency considers toxic waste.

A second sample from each of those
taps is being analyzed to determine
whether the problem is with the fixture
or the plumbing.

Analysis of those second samples is
complete at 17 schools. With a few ex-
ceptions, they show that the problems
lie with the fixtures, such as faucets or
water coofers.,

State health and education officials
had urged districts te test all taps used
for drinking or cocking over the sum-

mer.

Districts that submit samples be-
tween March 1, 2016 and Dec, 1, 2016 are

eligible, subject to same conditions.

EducationService Districts and char-
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ter schools also ave eligible.

In August, the State Board of Educa-
tion adopted a rule reguiring districts ftricts results at httpiivww.sal-
that test for lead to post results within

five days of receiving them.
Check the Salem-Keizer School Dis-

DANIELLE PETERSON / STATESMAN JOURMAL

TRC technician Shawn Contrersz prepases to take a lead testing sample at Pringle Elementary School.
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Pertland, taid School
District Superintendent
Dianne Greif.

The drinking fountain has
heen tumed off and will not be
used again until test
results indicate that the lead
levels inits water are below
EPA standards. Tests will
e conducted as scon as the
school district receives materi-
als from Pixis Labs, Greif'said.

“We afe waiting for the
testing supplies,” the super-
intendent said.

Once collected, water from
the fountain will be seat ta
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Pixis Labs for analysis.

Bottled water is being
provided to students in the
aflfected classroom until its
water is determined to meet
EPA standards, which is 20
parts per billien, .

Owverall, Greif said, she is
pleased with how the lead
testing went.

“We are happy that
across the district there was
a problem with just one
fixtuze,” she said.

Greif said she is relieved
beeause of the age of the
school district’s buildings.
Its high school and Stella
Mayfield Schoot are several
decades old. Water from
older buildings is %enera]]y

maore likely to have higher
lea lavels.

“We though there would
be more (fixtures with lead
levels over the BPA limit)”
Greif said.

The Blgin School District
is aynong many in Cregon
festing their water over the
past summer. All schocl
districts have completed or
are undergeing testing after
Gav, Kate Brown called on
Oregon’s 197 schoo! districts
to craft procedures for test-
ing lead, radon and other
chemicals en their campuses,

Tn mid-May, the Oregon
Department of Education and
the Oregon Health Authority

in school waten

The plan requests all
schoal districts that get
water from public water sys-
tems test for lead in school
buildings; requires districls
to use certified water testing
labs te process the water
samples; asks ODE and
OHA to develop a method
for schools to report results
to OHA; and calls for OHA
to provide drinking water
expertise o schools for sup-
port as they test.

Contact Dick Mason at
541-786-5386 or dmason@
fagrandeobserver.com,
Follow Dick on Twitler

ueatedapianrsragarding!ead _,:;_Zy- 7 @igoMason.

Hoew@statesmanjournal.com,
399-677% or follow at Twittercom/Tra
keiz.k12.0r.us/parentsiwater-testing-in-  ¢cy_Loew
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\/V allowa
districts
meet EPA
standards

By Dick Mason
The Obesrver

School officials in the
Joseph, Wailowa and Troy
school districts have reason
to smile.

Cerlified lab lest results
from all of their drinking
water fixiwes are in, and
the news is good. Water from
all of the fixtures has been
determined to have lead -

. levels below the EPA limit,
" according to school officials.
“Tam very happy,” said
" Waliowa School District Su-
perintendent Bret Uptmor

Uptmor taid he had reason
for concern because the
Wallowa Bchool District has
arumber of huildings that
are decades old. Water from

such buiidings lends tehave -
higher lead levels. Uptmor
said the pood test results
reflect how well the Wallowa
Schoo! District’s buildings
have been maintained over
the years,

“When 1 fook af our
fucilities, | realize that many
people have taken excellent
care of them,” Uptmor said,

Joseph Schoal District
Superintendent Lance
Homan i8 also delighted with
the results.

“Tt is exciting and reassur-
ing for the kids and families,”
Homan said.

The companies that con-
ducled the lead testing process
for the Joseph, Troy and Wal-
lowa sehool districts included
Box R Water Analysis Lab
of Prinewill: and Neilson

Research Corp. of Medford.

Tred Byeis, Troy Schocl

District’s teacher, said he was
nol surprised by the results
for his district, which is 49
miles novthwrest of Enterprise.

He explained that Troy's
waler is tested every few
months and at leasl once
a year for lead, since the
water comes from a well.
Byers said periodic testing is
important,

He added it is untikely
Troy, which has four she-
dents his yeay, would ever
have Jead levels above EPA
slandards hecause its water
naver sits long in ipes.

Byers said water that does is
moze likely to have elevated
Jead levels, The water the
Troy School District uses is
drawn from & well that is just
30 feet from (he school, Byers
said.

Rogue River, OR
[3ackson Co,)
Rogue River Press

{Circ. W. 1,580)
SEP 2.8 2016

Alfen's P.CB, Est, 1888

Tests Say Neo Lead
School Water

In RR 2

Brian Mortensen
Rogus River Press

Water at each of -he
three campuses in the
Rogue River Schoat District
was defermined to have no
measurable amounts of lead
during {esting this summer.

With concern over lead
in drinking water al various
places in Oregon, including
Medford, this yesr, the
Rogue River School Districl
took the iniliative to have its
waler lested duzing the sum-
mer, Superintendent Paul
Young said ‘at the Rogue
River School Board on
Wed., Sepl. 21.

Young showed the board
the report prepared by
Granis Pass Water Labora-
fory that showed that the,
waler al each campus regis-
lered "NT" or "not enough to
even repod,” Young said.

'Rogue River Elemen-
tary West passed wilh fiying
colors. Rogue River Ele-
mentary East passed with
fiving colors,” he sald.

He said there was one
spot where festers thoughl
jead appeared, in a hand

sink in the Rogue River Jun-

for-Senior  High School
kitchan, Tha¥'s nol a source
of drinking water, so il wasn't
an immadiate concern, but
district facilities ~ director
Larry Plew centacted the
water lab.

The lab said the waler
from the sink wasn't fested
correclly, so it was retested
and found to have no de-
tectable lead.

Young said one advan-
tage the distict has is that,
for the past couple of years,
it has switched out a lot of its
drinking founiains and taken
out a lof of the old plumbing
connecled fo them.

Plew said five lesls at
each building site were con-
ducled, inciuding testing al
parimelers of each campus
to get an overall view. He
said the City of Rogue River,
which receives its water both
from wells and ihe Rogue
River, tesls its water quaiity

in Iccallons around the city
for arsenic and [ead poison-
ing and found no issues.

Jamie Wright, RRJSHS
Principal and Jan el Reed,
RRES principal both re-
parted increases in their siu-
dent numbers at the
beginning of the schao! year.

Wright said there were
67 new studenls at the jun-
for-senior high schoo, and
Reed said the elementary
school had 26 new students
rare than the schodt had at
il highest peint during the
2015-16 year.

The 4istrict reporls a
foial siudent body count of
813 sludenis, 453 at ine el-
ementary school, 360 at the
junios-senior high school.
Adding the 181 students al
River's Edge Academy
Charer Schoal {REACH},
the dislrict's student body
reaches four figures, at
1,004,

Dr. April Harrison, the
district direclor of special
programs, dislrict atten-
dance so far this school year
has been ai 85.84 percent.

“I'm very happy because
our goal fast year was lo be
al about 90 percent,” she
said. "The goal (or the end of
Inis schooi year is fo be
around 92 percent. If we
continue on this trajectory,
we're going to crush it.”"

Cecile Enright, director
at River's Edge, said her
schoal's aulreach program
in Wimer at the Evans Valey

Educational Co-op had been.

a success. It has one
teacher who works four days
a week ang a pareni who
has been working as an ed-
ucational assistant. She said
the Evans Valley iecalion
had given the schooi's more
atrisk students an additional
place to meet, and she said
fiigh school students there
are ~ beginning fo take
classes at RRJSHS.

Under Young's sugges-
tion, the board allowed for
REACH's enroflment celling
to max oul at 195, room for
three more studenis under
its current enroliment, to

allow for the Evans Valley
sludents. REACH's contract
already allows 10 percant
enrolment  growth each
yoar, bul that would give the
school just 182, The higher
ceiling aliows for the influx of
students from Evans Valiey.

Enright said REACH has
42 students, bolh in Rogue
River and Wimer, who are
planning to enter college
next yeat. Those sludenis
meel at both locations, and
on Fridays, the sludents go
on field tips and meet with
commurily members, in-
cluding business cwners, 1o
talk about careers.

Plew said the elemen-
tary schoot s il waiting for
104 student desks, 23
{eacher desks and 22 kid-
ney-shaped tables that have
yei heen misplaced, He sald
a sal of new faucels for the
restrooms at RRJSHS that
have been on order have
also been misplaced, astray
in the shipping lanes.

The board approved the
exira-duly coaching posi-
tions for the fall. The district
and its teaghers, as part of
the bargaining agreement
they reached lasl Aprit ap-
proved, funds coaching po-
sitions based en the viability
of each program. That
means coaches in boys'
soccer and cross country will
be paid exira-duty stipends,
along wilh two coaches in
football and vgieyball, which
ware already paid positions.
The only fall sports coaches
who are not paid are hoys'
soccer  co-coach  Bruce
Sund and giris' soccer head
coach Reb Hileman, who
are both members of the
school board.

The board adopled the -
proposed three-year exlen-
sion of Young's contract as
superiniendent, The contract
extends through the 2018-

19 schoof year. Young has
been supesintendent since
ihe 2011-12 school year,
Y&
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”Lead levels still test highin

Colton Fl
0 os@%ﬂwsg School

By Cindy Fama.
Malgila Pioneer

...ﬁﬁ will be replacing afl the
drinking fountains in the elementa-

The outcome from

round of water festing shows ele-
vated levels of lead are sHill present
in some of the drinking fountains
at Colton Elementary School.

The Colton Scheol District re-
ceived the results from « Sept. 6 re-
test of lead contert in Colton
schools’ water supply last week.

District superintendent, Jay
Kosik, said all drinking fountains
in the main halls and gymnasium
of the elementary school were test-

ry school,” Kosik sajd, “Until they -
are replaced and retested and the
lead levels are found to be within
safe levels the district will be con-
tinue to provide water dispensers
for our elementary school students
and staff” :

At the Colton Middle School all
the main hail drinking fountain
and food prep area in the Kitchen
were tested. The fountains all
passed with a non-detected score.
The litchen area had a lead level of
{0146. 1t is a traceable amount but
within safe limits.

the second

ed. Three of the six did not meet The Colton District office was

the allowable limits for lead, while
three were within the .0Z5 safe lim-
its set by Oregon Public Health De-

partment.

The three fountains that exceed-

again tested and lead levels were ~
detected at .0272. Bottled water will
be available for the staff and em-
ployees of the building.

ed the limits had lead levels of

0272, 0262 and .0179.
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slendale
chools 7
emain closed
intil test
esults arrive

7

GLENDALE — The Glendale School District is
closed again today after a break in a water main o,
Tuesday. A precautionary boil water notice is aiso
in effect for residerits of Glendale until later today,
s&.w: water lab results ave received by the city.
"Things happer. | think there was a sea} that
kroke," City Recorder Dawn Russ told the Daily
Courier today,
. The break was fixed Tuesday night, but the
city is waiting to guaranteeing the water's safety
untfl after lab results are received tonight.

hook-ups that wer
night.

The break was discovered. Tuesday around 3
w@ﬂw.ww..un ﬁm%ﬂ M%W,wmm wmmw: to be shut down at
LTz unf & city's supply was eventual-

Iy shut off a few hours later. e veniual
There were approximately 380 water supply

e shut down until late Tuesday

This is the third day that school has bex -

wmcmpmnuh :mbm to ﬁrmumﬁmw main break. mEmmuWu%wuum
ome around I p.m. on Tuesda:

was canceled all day Wednesday. y and schocl

Colton School District

e ployees 1

By Gindy Fama
Molalie Pioneer

Maintenance supervisor
Rob Shanniak, who has
served the Colton School
Distriet for 22 years, pre-
sented a letter of resignation
to the Colton School Board
during an emotionally-
charged meeting on Sept. 13

Shanniak said that he had
received flawless evaluation
in each year of employment
until the end of the 2015-2016
school year, at which peint
the distriet’s new adminis-
tration asgked the he improve
his communication with
school officials.

He told the board that he
had done what was asked,
but was placed on a plan of
assistance and given more
job duties.

“With how I have been
treated and what [ know, it
is In my interest to resizn,”
Shanniak said. “I den’t care
to be part of this administra-
tion.”

Shanniak’s resignation
leaves the distriet with four
maintenance employees to
service all three schools.
Colton superintendent Jay
Kosik said the district does
not plan to replace Shannisk
at this time and he is count-
ing on the remaining four-
person staff fo cover the
same responsibilities as the
former five-person staff.

1f the distriet finds that ad-
ditional maintenance staff is
needed, Kosik said the board
will deal with that when the
time comes.

In a related matter, the
school board accepted the
resignation of former district
business manager Heather
Penni, who steps down the
end of September after three
mounths on the iob. Penni
was one of 12 district em-
ployees to resign during the
past year.

The board also rejected a
proposal to hire Craig Cer-
vantes as the new high
school wrestling coach, de-
feating the meotion by 2 3-2

esign

vofe, The coaching position
opened in June after school
administrators decided not
to renew the contract of Ker-
ry Benthin, who was dis-
missed after 20 years as the
Vikings” head coach.

The decigion to let Benthin
go led to a special school
board meeting on April 20 at
the middle school where
dozens of community mem-
bers and wrestlers showed
support for the coach.

On another fopie, parents
of students with special
needs veiced their concerns
over what they feelis alack
of support for special educa-
tion students in the schaols.

This school year, the dis-
trict made it a point to bring
back some of the students
who had been attending oth-
er schools and address their
special needs within the dis-
trict, Five special education
(SPED) students returnad to
the high school and twa to
the elemeniary school,
bringing the total mumber of
1EP students within the dis-
trict to 82,

A question was asked con-
cerning the training of the
educational assistants that
had beexn hired te help with-
in the SPED program. Kesik
said they are continuing to
train staff with one day ef in-
{ensive training and another
day of instruction scheduled
within the next months,

The parents of some spe-
cial education students felt
their concerns, when taken
to the elementary schocl ad-
ministrator, were not dealt
with to their satisfaction.

After the meefing, several
parents discussed a possible
recall petition of school
board members.

Parents at the meeting
voiced appreciation to dis-
trict heard members for
their guick response fo the
recent lead testing results
that showed elevated levels
of lead that were deemed un-
acceptable and to have bot-
tled water for the students
until more tests are done.
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School lead testing started back in the 1980s

our Sept. 15 articl
shout the resigns
of Andy Fridley
his position as Po
1ang Public Schools senior
ager of health and safety
prompted me to go caline:
‘read the 38-page analysis ¢
'PPS lead problem. Referre
\as the Stoll Berne report, #
.seemed to be an honest att
't0 analyze the origins of th
‘problems associated with 1
\discavery of lead in the wa
systems of Portland school
ities.
. There was, however, on¢
-sertion in the report that v
reorrect. It was stated that ]
‘land's schools were first te
‘for lead in the water syster
1 2001 Actually, scheols wer
tested in the mid-1980s. D
*that period [ was supervisi
-the PPS Architecture, Plar
‘and Engineering Departm
' Because of the growing
‘ awareness of the presence
\hazardous materials in pu
'buildings, we conducted s
-and tested to determine th
*presence of asbestos, rado
s0i] contamination from he
. oil leaks and, of course, le:
the potable water systems
Based on positive findings
of these areas of concern, -
fled personnel were hired
subdepartment was establ
to deal with all hazardous
rial abatement.

in approximately 1986, 1
troduced a program to rec
the lead levels in the potat
ter systems to what were {
approved standards. This
accomplished by the intro
tion of the daily systemati
flushing of the water syste
remove any residual lead,
its. The program became |
sponsibility of the custodi:
staffs of the varions facilit
Their efforts achieved the
gired resutts and subsequ
tests confirmed that the p:
gram was successful,

In 2002, the distriet fire¢
eustodial staff and cutsom
their responsibilities to co
tors who hired largely un-
trained, non-union, minim
wage employees, At that p
was no longer with the dis
so I'm speculating that the
abatament program becar

- victim of a misguided “cos

ing" measure.
b
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