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Meet Shari Levine, MA

* Executive Director of OA&FS
* With the agency for 23 years
* Adoptive mom

* Have close relationships with
childrens’ birthparents

* Children’s rights advocate
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About Open Adoption & Family Services

* Non-profit agency founded in 1985

Licensed in Oregon and
Washington

Pro-choice with a reproductive
justice lens

Not religiously affiliated

We welcome diversity

Open Adoption

& Family Services



http://www.openadopt.org/

Objectives

 Receive tools and resources to
assist women in their decision-
making process as they explore
their pregnancy options.

* Learn about the open adoption
as an alternative to state
adoption.

* You'll receive a pdf of this
webinar afterwards that
contains live links to the videos,
hand outs, and websites.

* Download handouts here.
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http://www.openadopt.org/about-us/webinar-support-documents

Bill of Rights in an Unintended Pregnancy

* Have access to information about all of your options.

* Freely explore your options without pressure or
judgment.

* Receive respect, compassion and acceptance.

* Receive unbiased, non-directive pregnancy options
counseling from qualified counselors.

* Have your choice honored, regardless of what it is.
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Who Seeks Options Counseling?

54% of pregnancies in the US are unintended

Approximately 60% of these women choose to continue their
pregnancy, 40% will choose to have an abortion

Approximately |% of women facing unintended pregnancy
will choose adoption

/5% of women who place children for adoption each year are
between 20 and 45 years of age, while 25% are teens.

Aoption & Family Services




Who Seeks Options Counseling?

» Of women who have had abortions: 61% already have at least
one child; 58% are in their 20’s; 56% are unmarried; 73%

report a religious affiliation

* By age 45, more than half of American women will have an
unintended pregnancy, and three in |0 will have had an

abortion.

» Guttmacher Institute statistics on unintended pregnancy

Aoption & Family Services



https://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/FB-Unintended-Pregnancy-US.html#7 Abortion: https://www.guttmacher.org/media/presskits/abortion-US/statsandfacts.html

Values Exploration on a Personal
and Professional Level

* What are your values regarding
pregnancy options (parenting,
abortion and adoption)!?

* Do you have personal
experience with these choices!?

* What were you raised to
believe?! Do you feel differently S
now!? |
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Values Exploration on a Personal
and Professional Level

* How do you think your personal
values and beliefs may

(consciously or unconsciously)
influence your work with clients? =

* What can you do to continue

exploring your own values and
beliefs!?

Aoption & Family Services




Exploring All Pregnancy Options

* Making an informed decision
* Avoiding assumptions

o The power of language in framing the
conversation

» Creating an emotionally safe place

~ * Importance of feeling understood, cared
for, empowered, informed, and not
judged

* Letting go of any investment in her
decision

Ay
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All Options Pregnancy Counseling:
An Empowerment Model

Outline for Options Counseling

Beginning the Session: My name is and 'm a title) at
(agency name, - I'm here to create a safe, nonjudgmental space for you to explore all H

of your pregnancy options. Everything we talk about will be confidential, however, if you share that you
are harming yourself or another, | will need to report that to ensure you and those around you are safe.
We will have __{length of time] together today. As we begin, | want to remind you that you do not
need to make a decision today. This is a very personal choice and there aren’t any right or wrong
answers. By exploring each choice thoroughly, you will gain darity about what choice feels best to you.

. .
Questions (select questions you feel are most appropriate for the circumstances): . O u tI I n e fo r O ptl O n S

* How did you feel when you first found out you were pregnancy?

*  What do you see as your pregnancy options? p
® Before you were pregnant, what were your impressions of adoption/abortion/parenting O u n S e I ng
-

based on your values, cultural and religious beliefs?

*  WWhat additional information would you like to have about adoption/abortion/parenting?

®  What are the pros and cons of choosing adoption/abortion/parenting?

*  How might you feel after making this decision?

* How do you envision integrating this decision into your identity?

* |s there anyone you can talk to about the decision you are trying to make? -

®  VWhat are the expectations of your family and community?

*  VWhat does it feel like to not be totally sure what the best option is for you?

s |s there a specific time each day that you can set aside to journal, talk to someone, or
think about each of your options?

&  What is your relationship like with the father? Will he be involved? If so, in what ways?

*  VWhat de you hope your life looks like in five years?

Specific Questions Related to Each Option

*  Adoption: Do you know what open adoption is? What qualities would you be seeking in
an adoptive family? What would you want your relationship with them to look like?

* Abortion: Do you have information about the types of abortion, including the
procedures and costs?

*  Parenting: VWhat resources do you envision needing after making this choice (including
financial, housing, baby items, childcare)?

Questions you would like to Add:

doption & Family Services
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Outline_for_Options_Counseling.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Outline_for_Options_Counseling.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Outline_for_Options_Counseling.pdf

All Options Pregnancy Counseling:
An Empowerment Model

* How did you feel when you
found out you were pregnant?

* What do you see as your
pregnancy options!?

* Knowledge and feelings of
each pregnancy option!?
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Options Pregnancy Counseling:
An Empowerment Model

Tools for Your Agency: Providing Information on All Pregnancy Options
(This handout intended for service providers)

Take time to explore how the following elements affect expectant parents’ decision about the
pregnancy:

o

Knowledge and feelings of each pregnancy outcome

o

WValues, including personal, religious, spiritual, and cultural

* Tools for
Your Agency

o Expectations from family and community

o

Goals and future planning {high school, college. vocational programs. and career planning)

o

Financial situation and access to resources

o

Who is in their support system, and what support do they offer (realistically)

o

Past experiences with pregnancies, parenting or adoption, either personally or ameng close family and
friends

o

Gestational age of pregnancy

o

Relationship with the birth father/current partner(s)

o

Explore prenatal care. access to insurance

o

Access to housing employment

‘When addressing the option(s) that they are not willing to consider:
o What do they know about this option?
o Is there anything more would they like to learn about this option before ruling it out?

©  Assure them that you need not discuss this option further at this time, but that they can always come
back to it as needed

‘When addressing the option(s) that they are ambivalent about:
© Wwhat additional information would they like about this option?

© WWhat would be the pros and cons of choosing this option?

Creating Lifelong Connections


http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Tools_for_your_agency-Providing_info_on_preg_options.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Tools_for_your_agency-Providing_info_on_preg_options.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Tools_for_your_agency-Providing_info_on_preg_options.pdf

All Options Pregnancy Counseling:
An Empowerment Model

* Values, including personal,
religious, spiritual, and cultural

* Expectations from family and
community

* Goals and future planning
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All Options Pregnancy Counseling:
An Empowerment Model

Financial situation and access to resources.

Who is in their support system, and what support can they
offer?

Past experiences with pregnancies, parenting abortion or
adoption.

Relationship with the birth father/current partner(s).

Explore prenatal care, access to insurance.

Aoption & Family Services




All Options Pregnancy Counseling:
An Empowerment Model

Your options: parenting, abortion or adoption.

Questions to consider:

e Questions to A

dadluyﬂnnh‘n;mmnﬂnukuhnrﬂ;dw 'iz E
spirin] beliefi?
|

Consider Flier el

«  How will your chaice change your curreat Uifestyle and

el
"
o
| <

the goals or plans you had for yourself?

«  What challenges do you expect? (e.g. financial needs,
emoticaal needs, and perscaal goals ...)

» How might you meet these challenges?

» Explore and list communty resources avallable to help

)

you meet your needs for each option.

« What s your relationship Lke wh the fathec? Wil he be lovelved? If 5o, lo what vays?

« How might you fee] after making this dacisian?

« 'What emctional support will you have?

«  ‘What are ths expectations of your fmily and community?

« What do you hope your Itf Jocks like in free years?

= After talking to your friends and fxmily, list the types of sxppect they can realigtically provide if you
choose pareating,

« Do you have infarmatica about the types of abortion, induding the procedures and costs?

+ Do you know what open adoption 1s? What qual #ies would you be seeking in an adoptive famdy?
What woald you wart your relationship with them tolook lke?

“This 1s a very perscaal decision. There are no right oc wrong answers. It may be belpful to create your own
dtvidual list of the pros and f abortion and adoption.

Pregnant? «aiammiissyne op% :
(Fo vanrog a5 o FIT M) “Family Services
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/pregnancy_options_questions_to_consider.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/pregnancy_options_questions_to_consider.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/pregnancy_options_questions_to_consider.pdf

Cultural Competency

* Cultural diversity, including
cultural attitudes, family
structures, religious beliefs,
and language needs.

* Access to materials in their
native language and to
bilingual counselors and/or
interpreters.
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Abortion
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Planned Parenthood Overview

* Includes FAQs
with detailed
information
regarding each
type of abortion.

Afer that, lighier Elesding lasts 1-2
ks

Frequenty Asked Pbortion Fil In-Clinic Albsorfion
Cuestions Meshcafon Akortion Aspiration Akortion
How far along i the Up bz 9 wesks info the pregnancy. Up 1o 14 weeks into $ie pregrancy.
pregrahicy can | ke
Howi long toes it take? The time in the kealth center s about 1 | The tme in $ie health certer is about 3
heour, hours.
Wihat wil happen? The actual abordon usudly fakes place | The abortion takes place i the ofice.
athome. In the ofice, you will saalow
the deorion pill {mifeprisione). o will receive medication to help you
manage the procedus.
At home {mast commonly), you take the
misoprostol pils 24 o 28 hours laisr. The achal deortion procedurs mhes
about 5 mirtes.
The aborion usually starts 1 to 4 hours
after you ke the mizoprosiol. Youwil | The provider will use gerde suchion to
probakly have heawy bleeding and remove the pregnancy.
cramps for 3 couple of hours. The
process is usualy compleis wihin 24 *Yiou will have cramps for several mines
hours, bt can take up o ssveral days. | during this time.
‘Youwil come back 1o the office about 1 | Yaow will ke in the recovery area with
ek [ater. nursing care for 20 to 30 minwizs.
What profesziomals are Medicaion is administesed by a £ Advanced Praciics Clinician or
imiohved? dlinician or physican. Physician peroms the procedure.
How pairi is it? ‘Wmean have mild to very siong Women have mild bo very strong cramps
cramgs on ard off. o and of.
Fain pills can help. *medications are avalale®
Each woman is differert in how she Each woman is sifferent in how she
Howe much wil | lelzed? Heawy klzeding is common durng the | Some women will have e fono
aleortion. Clots wo to the size of a klzeding.
lema may be passed.

Heedng may continue off ard on fora
fewweeks.

Haow much soez it cost? | Cost for the abaortion pil is $350.00 Costfor the In-Clinic akortion varizs
CHPDSHS and privatz inswrance may | depending on how far the pregnancy is.
cower some of the cost Lezz than 12 wesks = §550.00
More than 12 weeks = $650.00
IV Sedafon = $75.00
Can e abeetion fal? Meshicafon aloortion works 97-2%% of It works 9% of the me. IF it fals, you
Vihat i it does? thetime. If it fai=, you can ke anather | must kave a repeat in-dinic (aspiration)
pill or have an in-clivic {a=piration) abartion.
aloortion.
Can | stil have children A zafe, legal abortion to2s notchangs | A safie, legal aborZon does not change
afzrwants? your baseline fedilily (your charcs of vour baseline ferility iyvour chance of
getiing pregart based on your own geting pregnant based on vour can
bady). loody].

N =
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Planned_Parenthood_Abortion_Types_FAQ_Updated.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Planned_Parenthood_Abortion_Types_FAQ_Updated.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Planned_Parenthood_Abortion_Types_FAQ_Updated.pdf

Abortion Pill/Medication Abortion

Up to 9 weeks of pregnancy
It's 97-99% effective

The abortion pill has been
used safely for over 10 years.

Get details online



https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/abortion/the-abortion-pill

Surgical/ln-clinic Abortion

* 99% effective, the procedure can take as little as five minutes for an
early pregnancy and up to three days for a later term abortion.

* Detailed information from Planned Parenthood

AT
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https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/abortion/in-clinic-abortion-procedures

Costs

Approximately $550 for the abortion pill and
up to $650 for a surgical abortion

Oregon Health Plan (in OR) and Medicaid (in
WA) cover abortion in full

Planned Parenthood offers financial assistance:
| -888-875-7820

National Abortion Federation Hotline can

also connect women with financial assistance:
1-800-772-9100




Difficult Questions/Statements

* What would you do if
you were in my place!?

* | feel like having an

abortion would be really
selfish.

* My mom/dad is going to
kill me.

Aoption & Family Services




Difficult Questions/Statements

Difficult Questions or Statements
Here is a list of some questions or comments that women might say during a sesslon. While there is no one
rght way to respond, this handout offers suggestions for these situations. )
What would you do if you were In my ploce?
*  I'mnot sure what | would do. One of the hardest parts of an unglanned pregnancy is that there is no right
decision
*  Even If two people are in exactly the same situation, their choices might be different.

Howe you ever had an abortion?

*  lots of women have abortions. Many statistics show that about half of 3l women will have an abortion o
during their lifetime. [ ] I I C u t

¢ Imay have or Emay nat have, Butil | have, doesn’t mean that you should; and if | haver't, doesn’t mean that
you shouldn't

. F .
*  Howdo you think that this would make a difference In your making a Secision? Q u e Stl o n S I I e r

1 fee) like having an ebortion would be really selfish.

*  What do you mean when you say selfish?
This question often reveals another Issue that is more concrete: |.e. "Because my boylfiend wants to keep it* .
or “I'm not done being young and having fun.”

| was roised to belleve that abortion is wrong.

* Aot of people believe that abortion isn’t the right choice for them.

*  Sometimes people are rased to belleve one thing and then whan they grow up, they develop different
opénions.

* 15 this for religious reasons? Many Christians / Catholics are Pro-Choice. Have you ever heard of Catholics for
a Free Choie?

I need an ebortion because | went out drinking before | knew | was pregnant,

* It doesn’t seem bke having a few drinks would necessarily mean there would e birth defects. Would you like
to takk 1o someone to find out your risk?

My mom / dad is going to kill me.
*  Have your parents ever seriously threatened you or barmed you in the past?

¢ Marry young people think that their parents won't understand, but very often families are brought closer by
sharing difficult experiences

* Do you have any other adults in your life that you can talk to?
I'don't belteve in abortion, but | feel like | have to do this.

*  Ifyou don't ferl comfortable about kaving an abortion, then maybe it's not the best chaice for you. When
people make a dacislon "because they have to,” It can lead 10 a great deal of regret and grief

Adoption & Family Services
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Difficult_Questions_Abortion.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Difficult_Questions_Abortion.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Difficult_Questions_Abortion.pdf

Abortion Services and Support

Portland Clinics:

* Planned Parenthood

 Lovejoy Surgicenter

* Downtown Women’s
Center

e OHSU Center for
Women’s Health

 Backline Abortion
Resources



https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-columbia-willamette
http://lovejoysurgicenter.com/
http://www.downtownwomenscenter.com/
http://www.ohsu.edu/xd/health/services/women/index.cfm?utm_source=ohsuwomenshealth_com/utm_medium=vanity_url/utm_campaign=no_campaign
http://yourbackline.org/resources/abortion/

Options Counseling Services

-+ Open Adoption and Family

Services Options

Counseling

Esr s
. 1-888-493-0092

.+ Pregnancy Options
Workbook

PR T
PR
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http://www.openadopt.org/pregnancy-counseling
http://yourbackline.org/
http://www.pregnancyoptions.info/pregnant.htm

Parenting

PR e

Open Aoption & Family Services
Creating Lifelong Connections




When the Choice is Parenting

* Counselors connect clients to resources. 21 linfo.org has a
comprehensive list:

- Healthy Families, Oregon
Mother’s Care, Nurse
Family Partnership, Early
Head Start

- Housing assistance

- Public assistance

- Parenting support
organizations

. v IS
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http://211info.org/

Options Counseling Resources

Options Counseling Resources Page

Options Counseling

hitp://www pregnancyoptions.info/pregnant htm
hitp:/iwww.openadopt.org/

Abortion

e oee

Planned Parenthood. The nation's leading sexual and reproductive health care provider and advocate.
Guttrnacher Institute. Sexual and reproductive health research, policy analysis and public education.
Ibis Reproductive Health. Information resources for sexual and reproductive rights and health. n S
Advancing Mew Standards in Reproductive Health (ANSIRH). Reproductive health care and policy.

Pregnancy Options Info, Guides and workbooks that provide information on pragnancy options. [ O Dtl o n S < O u n S e I I n
Backline. Free confidential @ik line for women to discuss their feelings about pregnancy options {

‘without judgment.

— Resources

21 linfo. Comprehensive list of resources.
U3 Government Parenting Resources. An index of links and information on parenting compiled by the
US Government. Includes WIC, food stamps, TAMF, breastfeeding. Healthy Birth Initiative, Healthy
Start, Head Start, childcare credit
Zero to Three. Informs, trains and supports professionals, policymakers and parents in their efforts to
improve the lives of infants and toddlers.

jli ica, Strives to provide all expectant and new parents with the opportunity to
receive the aducation and support they need at the time their baby iz bomn.
Parenting Mow, Parenting groups, support, advice and networking.
Insights Teen Parenting Program. Provides positive options for young parents.
Diregon Parenting Education Directory, Programs listed by county compiled by Oregon Sate

University.
Parent Helpline. Emotional support from trained advocates to become an empowered and stronger
parent.

The Push Back. Pushing back against ignorance, bitterness and prejudice to show what young
parenthood really looks like.

Squires. Growp for teen fathers.

Children's Relief Mursery. Parent-Infant attachment group for 0-12 months and 12-18 months.

Adoption

Dpen Adoption and Family Services. Providing women and couples with a safe, non-judgmental place to
explore all their pregnancy options. For those who choose to plan an adoption, they are supported and
empowered as they build an open adoption relationship with their child's adoptive family.

Birth Mom Buds. Peer counseling. support. encouragement and friendship for pregnant women
considering adoption or who have already placed children.

doption & Family Services
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Options_Counseling_Resources_Page_2016.pdf
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Options_Counseling_Resources_Page_2016.pdf
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Why do | need to know about adoption?

* “Adoption never
considered.”

* “Moms are already
parenting.”’

e “Cultural environment
isn’t supportive of
adoption.”

T a
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Myths and Facts about Adoption

Myths and Facts
about Open Adoption

Adoption has changed a lot over the years ... but there are still commeon misconceptions.

MYTHS

Choosing adoption
means | don't really love
my babry.

| goit myself into this; |
nead to do the
responsible thing and
keap my baby.

If 1 plan an adoption, I

never see my child again.

If 1 plan an adoption, |
will be haunted by grief
and guilt.

The birthfather doesn’t
care about me or the
babry.

Cipen adoption is
confusing for children.

My friends and family
‘would think badly of me
if | planned an adoption.

FACTS

Individuals who explore adoption are motivated by their love and concem
for their child. Typically, people who make an adoption plan are doing so
because they feel the child's neads will best be met through adoption.
Considering your options demonstrates taking responsibilicy. Exploring
your circumstances, feslings, and the needs of your child will empower
you to make a dedision that's right for yow.

Today, most LS. adoptions are open, with some form of ongoing contact.
At OASFS, you develop a relationship with the adoptive family and create
a legally enforceable agresment for ongoing visits with their child. Your
role is honored and respectad.

There is grief and loss in adoption; howsever, open adoption allows you to
have a role in your child's life and the ability to see your child thrive in
their adoptive family. This brings you peace of mind and a relationship
with your child

A lack of binthfather involvernent does not necessarily reflect a lack of
concem. Birthfathers are often unsure about their role. Given the
opportunity to have a voice in the process and recefve counseling and
support, they often become involved in the process.

Sacrets are confusing and unhealthy for children. Open adoption removes
the mystery and allows the child's questions to be answerad openly and
henestly. With the love and support of their birth and adoptive familiss,
childran develop high seif-esteem and a healthy sanse of identty.

Many people are unfamiliar with open adoption. You may need to educats
your friends and family. if you feel comfortable and confident in your open
adoption plan, that will set the stage for how they perceive your decision.

» Myths and Facts
about Open
Adoption

Creating Lifelong Connections



http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Myths_and_Facts_about_OA.pdf
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/Myths_and_Facts_about_OA.pdf

Open Adoption as an Alternative
to State Adoption

* We work with moms from a
wide array of backgrounds.

* There’s always a reason
someone chooses adoption.

* High risk moms.

Aoption & Family Services




Open Adoption as an Alternative
to State Adoption

* Collaborative relationship
with DHS.

* Proactively planning an
open adoption gives them a
voice in their adoption plan
and an ongoing relationship
with their child.

Adoption & Family Services
Creating Lifelong Connections




Open Adoption & Family Services
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When the Choice is Adoption

* Ongoing options
counseling provided

* |ncludes father and
extended family

* Materials in Spanish,
interpreters available

! N et
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How Do You Choose Parents?

» Explore what kind of family they want
for their child:

v

- Values, lifestyle of adoptive parents Dave & Suganne

- Vision of openness
* What OA&FS provides:

Process description online.

Adoptive parents who want a real
friendship

Large diverse pool of families

Access to comprehensive information

Creating Lifelong Connections



http://www.openadopt.org/birthparents/waiting-families
http://www.openadopt.org/birthparents/more-families

How Do You Build a Healthy Relationship?

» Adoption planning process:

- Open adoption agreement _ 2 g,
X .\g

/
i"

- 30 years of relationship I S

building expertise

- Skills and tools to create a
strong and healthy foundation |
to their relationship

Adoption & Family Services
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http://www.openadopt.org/birthparents/building-an-open-adoption-relationship

Expectant Moms Shape their Hospital
and Adoption Experiences

# | * Birth and hospital plan, we
~ follow her wishes

* Counselor there to support
all parties

. Sign legal consents only
when she’s ready.

g
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Placement

* Entrustment ceremony
 Last-minute placements

 Older child placements

Creating Lifelong Connections



https://youtu.be/hufCIEy4DKU

Why are Visits Important?

* For the birthparents ...
* For the child ...

* For the adoptive parents ...

Ay
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Collaborative Relationship with the State

Child avoids possible trauma of the foster care system.

Mom is assured her child will be placed directly into a safe and
permanent home.

Saves her the humiliation of having her parental rights terminated in
court.

Instead she can choose a family, have legally enforceable ongoing
visits and form an extended family relationship with her child and
the adoptive family.

See program description and videos.

Aoption & Family Services



http://www.openadopt.org/providers/an-alternative-for-at-risk-parents

Benefits of OAFS’ Alternative
to State Adoptions

* The open adoption process is
healing and empowering for her

* If adoption is likely to be in her
future, she deserves choices as to
what that adoption looks like

 Watch Sharene’s video

Aoption & Family Services



https://youtu.be/ZbNOti7Rvjc

Teens and Open Adoption

. * Teens are twice as likely
to lose custody of their
child to the state as
women who give birth
in their 20’s.

'+ Parenting often is their
. first choice, but they
need a back up plan.

* * Insights Teen Parenting
Program stats.

RIS
Adoption & Family Services
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OA&FS Ongoing Services

Lifelong Counseling

Relationship Guidance

Annual Birthmother’s
Retreat

Open Adoption
Community

Creating Lifelong Connections




Open Adoption & Family Services

|5 reasons to choose OA&FS.

BECAUSE we gtve absolute equality to every pregnancy option:
parenting, sbortion and adoption. Our complete focus is on

personal chofce.
BECAUSE we do not practie coercion.

BECAUSE we provide a safe phce for pregnant women and
couples to make their choice.

BECAUSE we welcome all beltef systems and are not
religlously affillated.

BECAUSE our counselors are highly qualified, expertenced and
compassionate. Their roster brims with Masters degrees in soclal
work, counseling and marriage and family therapy. Many of them
are also licensed dinical social workers.

* We're Unique,
Here’s How

BECAUSE we have an empowerment model grounded in
dignity and respect.

BECAUSE we embrace diversity and welcome LGBTQ clients.

BECAUSE of our high quality services, if a woman thoughtfully explores all of her options and decides
she wants to plan an adoption, she will be best served through our agency.

BECAUSE we facilitate high-integrity fully open adoptions in which the birth and adoptive parents form gentine
relationships, muuch like extended family.

BECAUSE our and ble. There are not separate messages (or hidden agendas) for
expectant parents and adoptive parents.

BECAUSE we provide lifelong services for birth and adoptive families.

BECAUSE of our thorough counseling and relationship butlding, our adoption disruption rates of 4-7% are far .
below the 20% national average.

BECAUSE we value the input of birthparents, adoptive parents and adoptees so much, we include them on our
Board of Directors.

BECAUSE mm-wm-mmmmqmmmm"mmdumw
retreat, summer picnics, holiday parties and speaking ally-known open adoption experts.

BECAUSE expectant parents trust us to support them in this complex decislon-making process. b
And many prospective adoptive parents choose us to be thelr partner in this journey.

Contact us to begin your open adoption journey! 1-800-772-1115. Open A‘dOPEiOD
Family
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/flier_15_reasons_and_comparing_services_FINAL_REV2.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/flier_15_reasons_and_comparing_services_FINAL_REV2.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/flier_15_reasons_and_comparing_services_FINAL_REV2.pdf

Supporting Women Who Choose Adoption

* Trust her
» Support her birth plan

* Honor her relationship
with the adoptive
parents

* Birthparents say they
wouldn’t choose
adoption under any
other circumstances

Adoption & Family Services
Creating Lifelong Connections




Supporting Women Who Choose Adoption

OAG&FS adoptions are unique, like you.

“Orpen Adoption” means different things to different people. At OASES it means youll have a lifelong

* Important Questions to e s e e
ask When Comparing s || !
Adoption Services s R R

T pregganey -

Text “open” to 97 1-266-0524

Pregnant? ERe ) (R Loate S R Open option
«Family Services

ot arawarize wealssks § wm 5 om FST HLEH

Wieiiconcascoe o Fars Emadinl 1BOGLRES-6763 wewcoansdemtore
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http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/questions_to_ask.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/questions_to_ask.pdf
http://www.openadopt.org/images/uploads/questions_to_ask.pdf

The Children of Open Adoption

OAA&FS 30 anniversary

Open adoptee video project

Adoptees value that their
birthparents could hand
select an adoptive family for
them and still stay in their
lives

* Brianna on Open Adoption

* Watch more open adoptee
videos

Ay
Adoption & Family Services
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https://youtu.be/d0gRmIncyQ4
http://www.openadopt.org/open-adoptees/adoptee-video-project

Debrief and Take Away

* Do you feel more prepared to
provide pregnancy options
counseling?

* What new information do you
have about open adoption as
an alternative to state
adopted?

* What new tools, ideas or
materials will you take with
you today!?

Adoption & Family Services
Creating Lifelong Connections




Next Steps

» Call OA&FS with any questions,|-800-772-1115
* Staff a case

* Meet with expectant parent to provide in depth options
counseling and/or open adoption services

* Customize a training for your staff

 Call or email us at info@openadopt.org for more packets,
brochures, DVD’s and materials

* Download all handouts for this webinar here

s A
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http://www.openadopt.org/about-us/webinar-support-documents
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