
HB 2100 Task Force on Homelessness & 
Racial Disparities |MEETING SUMMARY 

Meeting date | time February 15, 2023, | 5:00-6:30pm | Meeting location  
Virtual 

Facilitator 
Mary Frances Kenion 

 
 

Task Force Members in Attendance: Alan Evans, 
Ariel Nelson, Jennifer Parrish Taylor, Jessica Pratt, 
Jill Smith, Jimmy Jones, Katrina Holland, Marisa 
Espinoza, Nicole Witham, Paula Hall, Sen. Wlnsvey 
Campos, Vanessa Timmons  

Non-Voting Proxies/pending appointments: Maria 
Vargas (pending appointment), Dolores Martinez 
(pending appointment) 

Additional attendees included members of the 
public.  

Agenda topic: Agenda Overview  |   

Facilitators shared an overview of the agenda which included: 

• Welcome/Roll Call 
o Group Agreements 

• Lessons Learned from Houston 
o Matt White (Housing Innovations) 

• Draft Recommendations Review 
o Discussion 
o Motion to Vote 

• Next Steps and Timeline 

Agenda topic: Welcome/Roll Call |   

The meeting was opened with a welcome, formal roll call*. 

*All Task Force members and non-voting proxies listed above.  

Agenda topic: Group Agreements  

The Facilitator reviewed Task Force group agreements: 
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Agenda topic: Lessons Learned from Houston, TX |   

Guest speaker, Matt White of Housing Innovations, shared lessons learned from Houston, TX. Key 
points below – all content can be found in the accompanying PDF of the PowerPoint presentation on 
pages 7-21 and via the recording. 
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Task Force Member Q&A for Matt White: 

Q: What is the demographic breakdown of decision-makers? Are the demographics consistent with 
our state [Oregon] or is it slightly different? 

A: The City of Houston is 23% Black or African American but three fourths of the homeless population 
identify as Black or African American. About half of the community identifies as Hispanic but only 
about 10% of the homeless population identify as Hispanic. The backbone organization is about a 100 
person organization and I do not have the detail on demographic breakdown of who is actually 
managing the homeless system, but can get that information for you.  

Q: Can you please explain the makeup of the backbone organization? How did they come together? 
Are behavioral health partners or providers included? 

A: The backbone organization is the Houston Coalition for the Homeless – they have an advocacy role 
but function as a quasi-governmental organization – they receive city and county funding which is 
then allocated out to direct service providers. The Coalition manages grants, does monitoring, and 
reporting on behalf of the city and county. They are not just the convener.  

Q: Regarding accessibility to affordable housing – is there a large number? How does it differ from 
Oregon for access to housing and then when a person is housed in Houston, what ’s the rate of people 
continuing to stay in that housing after they’ve been placed? 

A: Houston is somewhat unique in that they are not to the extend that the state of Oregon and other 
West Coast communities, Washington and California, a very high-cost rental market so there is a 
relatively large supply. It’s not all affordable, but there is a large supply of housing in Houston. One of 
the aspects of Houston’s success is the Coalition established a centralized landlord recruitment and 
retention approach so they have staff whose sole function is to engage large property management 
companies and private landlords, and they provide incentives for landlords who agree to house 
persons who are exiting homelessness. This has shifted away from service providers, so they no 
longer have to recruit landlords. Houston’s recidivism rate is between 10-15% and this is 
commensurate with what we see nationally in terms of recidivism rates.  
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Agenda topic: Draft Recommendations Review and Discussion |   

The facilitator reviewed the draft recommendations, flagging edits made by Task Force members in 
advance of the meeting (as highlighted in green). Task Force members discussed changes and 
requested additional edits as follows: 

• Area 1, recommendation 1:  
o Change funding request language to “ongoing” funding instead of “one-time” to the 

leading sentence 
o Change Oregon Housing Choice Grant language to individuals who “can verify with a 

certified provider their disability” from “totally and permanently disabled” in bullet 2. 
o Change Oregon Housing Choice Grant language to individuals who are age “55” and 

older from age “65” in bullet 3.  
• Area 2, recommendation 2: 

o Bullet 4 - add “within the 2023/2024 fiscal year” to the direct allocation for culturally 
specific, culturally responsive, culturally based organizations section.  

• Area 3, recommendation 5: 
o Add “by the end of the 23-25 biennium” to the leading sentence.  

Full Task Force member discussions are captured in the meeting recording. Task Force member 
Jimmy Jones made a motion to approve the recommendations as amended and represented on the 
screen. Task Force Chairwoman Jennifer Parrish Taylor seconded the motion. The facilitator took a 
vote by voice, following the roll call list of voting eligible members.  

The result of the vote was 11 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 1 abstention. Motion to adopt all 
recommendations with amendments passed.  
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Agenda topic: Reminders and Next Steps |   

• The finalized draft report will be shared with the Task Force via email by 3/3/23 for comments, 
edits, and endorsements.  

• All edits to be finalized at the 3/15/23 meeting.  
• Report submitted to the Legislative Assembly with a copy to the Oregon Housing Stability Council 

the week of 3/20/23. 

Agenda topic: Closing |   

The Task Force meeting was concluded at 6:30 p.m. 


