
T H E O R Y  O F  C H A N G E

Soil erosion  
and risk of  

mass wasting  
is reduced

Severe outbreaks of 
forest insects and 

disease are reduced

Tree and fuels  
density is  
reduced

Proportion of 
invasive species are 

reduced in forest 
habitats

Meadow  
habitat  

is restored

Establishment, 
growth and vigor  
of fire-resistant 

species is increased

Vegetation  
that crowds oaks 

and prevents 
branching is 

reduced

Overall proportion 
of open canopy 
in old forests is 

increased

Prescribed
Fire

Promote Native  
Understory Vegetation

Protect Existing
Complex Forest 

Strategic  
Thinning

 

Existing and potential 
open forest habitat is 

identified and thinned

Fuels are reduced on ridges and 
midslopes where potential for re-
storing open old forest habitat 
and reducing high severity fire 

is greatest
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Prescribed burning treatments are applied in 
potential open forest habitat sites and native 
plants are seeded or planted if appropriate

Priority habitats with highest risk 
of invasive species are treated

Dry-Type Forest 
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Risk, frequency, 
and severity of 
wildfire shifts 

toward desired 
conditions

Mosaic and  
diversity of  
habitats is  
increased

Outreach &  
Engagement

Community engagement describing the 
benefits of ecological thinning and pre-
scribed fire is delivered to stakeholders

Successful forest restoration outcomes 
are showcased within the community

Community support for and understanding of 
ecological thinning and prescribed fires improves

This graphic was developed by Bonneville Environmental Foundation to support OWEB’s Focused Investment Partnerships grant program, June 2019.

Prescribed fire,  
thinning and  

other strategies  
are used proactively
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Mosaic of diverse dry 
forest habitats sustains 

all species, including 
those dependent on old 

complex forests
Resilience of dry 

forest to drought, 
extreme fire, insects 

and disease is  
increased
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Sediment input  
into aquatic  

environments  
is reduced

Water quality  
and aquatic habitat 

conditions are  
maintained

Forest habitat  
connectivity and  
soil productivity  

is preserved
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Growth of legacy 
trees accelerates to 

achieve mature forest 
characteristics

Rocky Mountain Elk

White-headed 
woodpecker




