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Camelthorn
Alhagi maurorum

Description
Perennial; fl owers June-July. Grows 1½ to 4 feet tall. Stems greenish 
with slender spines ¼ to 1 ¾ inches long. Leaves wedge-shaped, 
hairless on the upper surface, ¼ to 1¼ inches long. Flowers small, 
pea-like, pinkish purple, occurring on short, spine-tipped branches on 
upper portion of the plant. Reddish-brown jointed seed pods curve 
upward, deeply indented with each seed clearly outlined in the pod. 
Fabaceae family.

Impacts
Camelthorn grows well on dry or moist sites and spreads rapidly 
along waterways. It is strongly competitive and its rapid, aggressive 
rhizomatous growth allows it to out-compete both native and 
cultivated plants; dense stands may form that are impenetrable 
because of its spiny stems. This plant is especially troublesome in 
croplands, where repeated cultivation aids its spread.

Distribution in the US

PLEASE CALL 1-866-INVADER IF YOU 
FIND THIS SPECIES IN OREGON.
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Silverleaf 
nightshade
Solanum elaeagnifolium

Description
Perennial; fl owers from midsummer to frost. Grows 1 to 3 feet tall. 
Leaves narrow and, along with the stems, covered with dense hairs 
that give foliage a gray or silvery appearance. Flowers violet to light 
blue, ¾ to 1 inch wide. Fruit a yellow or dull orange berry, which may 
eventually turn blackish. Solanaceae family.

Impacts
Silverleaf nightshade is found in rangeland, pastures, waste areas 
and cropland in the western US. Berries and foliage are poisonous to 
livestock.

Distribution in the US

PLEASE CALL 1-866-INVADER IF YOU FIND THIS SPECIES IN OREGON.
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 Syrian bean-caper
 Zygophyllum fabago
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Syrian bean-caper
Zygophyllum fabago

Description
Perennial that may act like an annual in regions with harsh winters; 
fl owers April to June. Grows up to 1½ feet tall. Leaves somewhat 
succulent, opposite, compound, and each having 2 oval, 1-inch 
leafl ets. Stems smooth and thickened. Flowers borne singly or in pairs 
from leaf axils, salmon to yellow or white with pinkish veins and up to 
¾ inch across. Zygophyllaceae family.

Impacts
Syrian bean-caper is well suited to dry environments. Its buds and 
branches form on spreading roots, forming dense patches that compete 
for water and space. Large infestations can reduce forage potential in 
dryer areas of the West.

Distribution in the US

PLEASE CALL 1-866-INVADER IF YOU FIND THIS SPECIES IN OREGON.
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 Cytisus striatus
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Portuguese broom
Cytisus striatus

Description
Perennial; blooms April to June. Grows 3 to 10 feet tall. Evergreen 
shrub similar to Scotch broom except pods infl ated and hairy all over, 
giving the appearance of pussy willow buds. Stems silvery with green 
and white stripes. Fabaceae family.

Impacts
Portuguese broom is similar in growth form to Scotch broom except 
for two major differences: it grows much larger and lives longer. 
Infestations in Douglas County, Oregon are highly competitive in 
commercial timberland, with the canopies of individual plants reaching 
almost 20 feet across.

Distribution in Oregon

PLEASE CALL 1-866-INVADER IF YOU FIND THIS SPECIES IN OREGON.
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 Purple loosestrife
 Lythrum salicaria
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 Purple loosestrife
Lythrum salicaria

Description
Perennial; blooms midsummer. Grows up to 7 feet tall. Upright bushy 
plant. Flowers pink to purple, possessing 5 to 6 petals, and numerous 
on a long spike. Spreads by seed and spreading rhizomes that form 
dense, woody mats. Lythraceae family.

Impacts
This former ornamental species can be found along wetlands, stream 
banks, and shorelines of shallow ponds. Its showy purple fl owers 
crown a vigorous plant that crowds out marsh 
vegetation required by wildlife for food and 
shelter. Decreased waterfowl and songbird 
production has been well documented in 
heavily infested marshes.

Biological controls
Two leaf beetles (Galerucella calmariensis and 
G. pusilla), a root weevil and a seed weevil 
are all established in multiple states. 
G. pusilla is responsible for the most 
damage.

Distribution in Oregon
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 Saltcedar
Tamarix ramosissima

Description
Perennial shrub; blooms April to October. Grows 5 to 20 feet tall. Bark 
on saplings and stems is reddish-brown. Leaves small and scale-like 
on highly branched, slender stems. Flowers pink to white, 5-petaled. 
Tamaricaceae family.

Impacts
Saltcedar is an escaped ornamental and has become naturalized 
along streams, canals, and reservoirs in much of the arid West. Dense 
stands form adjacent to springs and waterways, 
robbing native plants of much needed water. 
Large plants can transpire at least 200 gallons of 
water per day and will often dry up ponds and 
streams.

Biological controls
One leaf beetle, Diorhabda elongata, is 
approved for release and is establishing in western states. 
Releases have been made in 
Oregon and Idaho, but their status 
is unknown. Populations in Nevada 
are doing widespread damage to 
saltcedar.

Distribution in Oregon
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 Tropical soda apple
 Solanum viarum
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 Tropical soda apple
Solanum viarum

Description
Perennial shrub; prickly and bushy. Named for fruit which are rounded, 
1 inch in diameter, and mottled green maturing to yellow. Hairy, 
pointed-lobed leaves resembling oak leaves, 6 to 8 inches long and 
2 to 6 inches wide. Leaves alternating along hairy stems. Leaf veins and 
stems are covered with long spines. Clusters of 1 to 5 white, 5-petaled 
fl owers below the leaves, fl owering year-round with a concentration of 
fl owering and fruiting from September to May. Solanaceae family.

Impacts
 Tropical soda apple displaces native plants 
through its aggressive growth and large 
leaves that shade the ground. The leaves are 
unpalatable to livestock, diminishing the value 
of pastures the weed has invaded. Plants are 
alternate hosts to many crop pest and diseases.

Biological controls
One leaf beetle, Gratiana boliviana, 
is approved for release and is 
established in Florida.

Distribution in the US
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 Turkeyberry
 Solanum torvum
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Turkeyberry
Solanum torvum

Description
Perennial shrub; erect, spiny up to 10 feet tall. Spines short and slightly 
curved. Bark gray and nearly smooth with raised lenticels. Inner 
bark has a green layer over an ivory color. Twigs are gray-green and 
covered with star-shaped hairs. Flowers white, 1 inch in diameter, with 
yellow stamens and in clusters. Leaves alternate, broadly ovate with 
the border entire or deeply lobed. Fruits are yellow-green berries, thin-
fl eshed and contain numerous fl at, round, brown seeds. Solanaceae 
family.

Impacts
Turkeyberry forms dense, thorny stands in pastures, forest, and waste 
areas. Thickets can be impenetrable because of the plant’s spiny 
stems. It’s aggressive growth allows it to out-compete both native and 
cultivated plants.

Distribution in the US
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 African boxthorn
 Lycium ferocissimum
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African boxthorn
Lycium ferocissimum

Description
Perennial shrub. Covered in long sharp thorns, wood very tough. 
Flowers white with purple markings. Leaves small, bright green, 
smooth, and slightly fl eshy. Fruits small, plump berries ripening to red, 
like a small tomato. Intricately branched and may sometimes climb into 
trees. Root system comprised of an extensive deep, branched taproot. 
Solanaceae family.

Impacts
African boxthorn’s sharp spines and dense growth form prevent 
livestock grazing and movement. It shades and crowds out other 
vegetation. This plant is known to invade roadsides, waterways, and 
sand dunes. Its extremely dense stands can make roads impassable 
and the spines are strong enough to puncture vehicle tires. African 
boxthorn has the potential to affect recreation in beachside and other 
coastal areas.

Distribution in the US
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