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The Oregon Trail Chapter of the Korean 
War Veterans, in conjunction with 
the Portland Korean community, will 
hold a commemoration of the 60th 

anniversary of the start of that war on Sat., June 
26, at 10 a.m. The commemoration will be held 
at the Korean War Memorial, located at 29600 
S.W. Park Place in Wilsonville. 

The Korean War was a military conflict 
between the Republic of Korea (supported by 
the United Nations) and the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (supported by the People’s 
Republic of China and the Soviet Union). During 
the three-year war, nearly 37,000 Americans 
would die in battle.

The war began on June 25, 1950 and was 
a result of the political division of Korea 
by agreement of the victorious Allies at the 
conclusion of World War II. The Korean 
peninsula had been ruled by Japan prior to the 
end of the war. In 1945, following the surrender 
of Japan, the peninsula was divided by American 
administrators along the 38th Parallel, with U.S. 
troops occupying the southern part and Soviet 
troops occupying the northern part. The failure 
to hold free elections throughout the Korean 
Peninsula in 1948 deepened the division between 
the two sides and the 38th Parallel increasingly 
became a political border between the two 
Koreas. 

While reunification negotiations continued in 
the months preceding the war, tension intensified. 
Cross-border skirmishes and raids at the 38th 
Parallel persisted. The situation escalated into 
open warfare when the North Korean forces 
invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950. It was the 
first significant armed conflict of the Cold War. 

Korean War:
60 Years Later

ODVA Announces Location 
of Second Veterans’ Home See KOREA on page 13 

SALEM – The Director of the Oregon 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs announced April 
15 that the agency will build a second Veterans’ 
Home in Linn County at a site in Lebanon 
contingent upon local matching funds. 

Originally slated to be a 250-bed facility, the 
site evaluation committee recommended that 
the second veterans’ home be 100-150 beds and 
that a third veterans’ home be built in Roseburg 
to cover Oregon’s southwestern region. ODVA 
will need legislative approval to build a third 
veterans’ home. 

“The site evaluation committee did 
painstaking work, visiting each of the five sites 
and reviewing the excellent proposals that were 
submitted,” Director Jim Willis said. “While 
all the sites were outstanding, Linn County’s 
proposal rose to the top and we are excited to 
work with the community to build the second 
veterans’ home.” 

The site evaluation committee, consisting 
of ODVA employees and outside experts, 
considered a variety of criteria for locating the 

See HOME on Page 15
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For as long as we have been a nation, 
as a people we have always expressed our 
commitment that we will never forget those 
who died in service to our country.

I am concerned that to some people, 
Memorial Day is just another three-day 
weekend, or the beginning of the summer 
or vacation season.  We as veterans can do 
something about that and keep our promise 
to those who gave their all.

First, it is estimated that there will be some 
45 Memorial Day ceremonies throughout our 
state this year.  The locations are listed in this 
edition of the VETS NEWS.  Plan to take 
someone with you to one of these ceremonies 
and make a special effort to see that young 
people attend so that they can understand the 

Keeping the Promise – 
Remembering those 
we Have lost

importance of what we do and why we do it.
Second, share the story of a special family 

member or fellow Soldier, Sailor, Airman or 
Marine who was lost while serving in uniform.  
The stories of their courage never grow old 
and bear repeating so that our memory of their 
service is not lost.

Third, for those that are able, many 
communities place small American flags on 
the gravesites of our veterans or larger ones on 
our city streets.  Volunteer to help place them 
and help pick them up when the ceremonies are 
concluded.

And finally, remember those Gold Star family 
members among us who lost a beloved family 
member in defense of our nation.

This Memorial Day I will think of 
patriots all through our history, serving 
from Lexington and Concord Bridge in 
Massachusetts to the severe heat and cold in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and every other conflict 
throughout our nation’s history. 

Our perspective is often driven by the war 
in which we served, but it makes even more 
personal our memories of those who will 
never grow old, or as someone once said, 
“Those who gave all of their tomorrows so 
that we could have today.” 

Rest in peace honored warriors.  You have 
earned the gratitude and respect of a nation.

I t  i s  a  ra re  occas ion  when ODVA 
Director Jim Willis presents the Director’s 
Commendation Award.  The award is given to 
exceptional individuals who have advocated 
and taken actions above and beyond the call 
of duty for veterans.

“There is a vet alive today I hope will 
recover and live a long and fruitful life 
because of the actions of these two police 
officers,” said Director Jim Willis as he 
presented both Officer Stephen Beaver and 
Sgt. Bruce Kelley with the Award on March 
10th.

On January 24th Beaver, along Kelley, were 
dispatched to a West Hillsboro neighborhood 
where they encountered a 45-year-old 
disabled veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Beaver was familiar with the veteran from 
previous encounters and knew him to suffer 
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

Dressed in full camouflage and flak 
jacket, the veteran held a homemade Molotov 
cocktail and proceeded to light it on fire and 
throw it at Officer Beaver.

As a former Marine and Gulf War veteran, 
Beaver recognized that the veteran was 
suffering.  Instead of using deadly force to 
contain him, he decided to try to help him.  
When the veteran moved to a shed in the rear 
of the house, lit another Molotov cocktail and 

Two Hillsboro Police Officers Receive 
OVDA Director’s Commendation Award

Right to left:  Director Jim Willis, 
former Chief Ron Louie, Chief Lila 
Ashenbrenner, Officer Stephen Beaver 
and Sgt. Bruce Kelley.

dropped it to the floor, engulfing the shed 
and himself in fire, Beaver disregarded his 
own safety and rushed into the burning shed 
to save him.  The man begged to be shot and 
put out of his misery, but with Kelley’s help, 
he was placed in handcuffs and driven to the 
Portland Veterans’ Administration hospital 
where he received the medical attention he 
needed.

Willis also had high praise for the HPD, 
one of the few departments in the state who 
have any training dealing with mentally 
distressed veterans.  He also thanked Chief 
Lila Ashenbrenner and former Chief Ron 
Louie.

“The importance of leadership is not 
ability,” Willis said, “It’s the ability to 
recognize ability in others.”
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just that reason. “I have a few friends but there 
are some things that only other veterans can 
understand about you and what you’re willing 
to sacrifice for your fellow soldiers.” 

In 2003 after completing training, Hollaway 

was deployed to Iraq where she worked as a 
water purification specialist, living mostly in a 
vehicle as her unit moved to river sites all over 
Iraq. In 2006 after finding out she was pregnant 
with twins, Hollaway decided to get out of 
the military. She is now studying Industrial 
Engineering at Oregon State University. 

Kay Chaffey, 88, and Catherine Murphy, 
93, are not strangers to seeking out others who 
understand their unique service. As World War 
II Women Air Force Service Pilots (WASP), they 
served at a time when their service was not even 
considered active military service.  Together, 
they were the guests of honor and a highlight 
of the conference.  

At lunch on the second day of the event, an 
energetic Chaffey spoke about her experiences 
flying various aircraft and training the men 
how to fly them. “Turns out, women are 
better teachers than men,” she beamed as her 

To schedule an appointment   800-692-9666
Suicide Hotline.  Vets press 1   800-273-8255 (800-273-TALK)

Yes. It’s real.
No. You’re not alone.
It’s hard to admit there is something 
different, let alone something wrong.  
But you are not alone.

Every day veterans just like you are calling 
to make appointments to speak with 
veterans service officers about symptoms 
they are experiencing.  These symptoms 
are real.

Your call is always confidential and we can 
help.  Call us today.

POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER   |   SUICIDE   |   TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY   |   MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA

OREGON 
DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS

S Y M P TO M S 
OF PTSD INCLUDE:

• Anger and Irritability

• Depression and Apathy

• Hypervigilance

• Guilt

• Poor Judgment

• Sleep Disturbances

• Lack of Feelings

• Self Medication with  
   Drugs or Alcohol

As she walked up to speak at the 
podium, her mind was filled with the 
past – a past that included military 
sexual trauma, opportunities that fell 

through, four years of homelessness and how 
that all began to turn around during the 2006 
Women Veterans Conference. 

Judy Kettner returned to the 2010 Women 
Veterans Conference triumphant, living a good 
life just outside of Portland having received her 
veteran and Social Security benefits. Standing 
before 300 fellow women veterans, Kettner 
shared her story of heartbreak and determination, 
proving that caring about another veteran can 
literally save a life. 

For the six generations of women veterans 
attending the 2010 Women Veterans Conference 
at the Seven Feathers Resort and Casino in 
Canyonville, Kettner’s story added to the rich 
experience of sharing stories, laughs and even 
tears. As women who broke stereotypes and 
chipped away at the military gender divide one 
generation at a time, all the women veterans 
understood they shared a bond even more 
special than most veterans. 

“The Oregon Women Veterans Conference 
is a celebration of our women veterans service 
to this country and an opportunity to honor that 
service so that they will know that they are no 
longer the invisible veteran,” said conference 
coordinator and Army veteran Val Conley  “In 
my years of dealing with women veterans I have 
found that many of them have to ask if they are a 
veteran, because most did not serve in a theater 
of operations.” 

The conference is a conduit for information for 
women veteran issues that includes workshops 
on Military Sexual Trauma, Employment, VA 
Benefits and more. However, some women 
came simply for the connection to other women 
veterans.

At 25 years old, Heather Hollaway was the 
youngest veteran in attendance and was there for 

Hundreds flock to experience 2010 WVC

Judy Kettner, center, returned to the Women 
Veterans Conference after four years to speak 
about how attending this event changed her life.  
She is pictured with Val Conley, Conference 
Coordinator and Paula Brown, Oregon 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Deputy Director.

appreciative audience howled with laughter.  
Chaffey recently returned home from 

Washington, D.C. where she was one of nearly 200 
surviving WASP who received the Congressional 
Gold Medal for her service. Congress chose the 
1,074 WASP graduates as recipients nearly seven 
decades after their service and almost 30 years 
after finally receiving veteran status.

Another World War II veteran, Pearl Day, 
who at 95 years old, was celebrated as the oldest 
woman veteran, traveled from a retirement home 
in Roseburg with two fellow female veterans to 
attend the conference.  

“I was in the Auxiliary and then joined the Air 
Force after being in the Army.  I went in July of 
’42 and stayed in until the end of the war.”  

Women veterans got the opportunity to 
meet and speak with special guest U.S. Sen. 
Ron Wyden. After being joyfully greeted and 
introduced by Chaffey, Wyden spoke to the 
conference about his efforts to better benefits 
and raise awareness on issues affecting women 
veterans.

Mandy Martin is very familiar with those 
issues. After returning home from a 14-month 
deployment in Balad, Iraq, she served as 
Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi 
Freedom Outreach Coordinator at the Portland 
Vet Center and is currently the full-time Oregon 
State Coordinator for Military OneSource.  

Martin was the recipient of the conference’s 
2010 Outstanding Oregon Woman Veteran 
Award. “It’s okay to tell your story, it’s okay to 
talk about whatever your experiences were,” she 
said.

The next conference will be held in March 
of 2012.  For more information about Women 
Veterans Conferences or women veterans in 
general, email orwomenvets@odva.state.or.us.

A picture slide show of the conference can be 
found at www.oregon.gov/odva/wvc. 

by Nicole Hoeft
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WASHINGTON –The Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) is taking steps to make it easier for 
veterans to obtain disability compensation for 
certain diseases associated with service in the 
Persian Gulf War or Afghanistan.  This will be 
the beginning of historic change for how VA 
considers Gulf War Veterans’ illnesses.

Following recommendations made by VA’s 
Gulf War Veterans Illnesses Task Force, VA is 
publishing a proposed regulation in the Federal 
Register that will establish new presumptions of 
service connection for nine specific infectious 
diseases associated with military service in 
Southwest Asia during the Persian Gulf War, or 
in Afghanistan on or after Sept. 19, 2001.  

“We recognize the frustrations that many 
Gulf War and Afghanistan veterans and their 
families experience on a daily basis as they look 
for answers to health questions, and seek benefits 
from VA,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric 
K. Shinseki

The proposed rule includes information 
about the long-term health effects potentially 
associated with the nine diseases: Brucellosis, 
Campylobacter jejuni, Coxiella burnetii (Q 
fever), malaria, Mycobacterium tuberculosis, 
Nontyphoid Salmonella, Shigella, Visceral 
leishmaniasis and West Nile virus.  

For non-presumptive conditions, a veteran 
is required to provide medical evidence that 
can be used to establish an actual connection 
between military service in Southwest Asia or in 
Afghanistan, and a specific disease.  

Gulf War Vets May Receive Benefits for Illnesses
With the proposed rule, a veteran will only 

have to show service in Southwest Asia or 
Afghanistan, and a current diagnosis of one of the 
nine diseases.  Comments on the proposed rule 
will be accepted over the next 60 days. A final 
regulation will be published after consideration 
of all comments received.

The decision was made after reviewing the 

2006 report of the National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS), titled, “Gulf War and Health Volume 5: 
Infectious Diseases.”  The 2006 report differed 
from the four prior reports by looking at the long-
term health effects of certain diseases determined 
to be pertinent to Gulf War veterans.

The 1998 Persian Gulf War Veterans Act 
requires the Secretary to review NAS reports 
that study scientific information and possible 
associations between illnesses and exposure to 
toxic agents by veterans who served in the Persian 
Gulf War. 

Because the Persian Gulf War has not 
officially been declared ended, veterans serving 
in Operation Iraqi Freedom are eligible for VA’s 
new presumptions.  Shinseki decided to include 
Afghanistan veterans in these presumptions 
because NAS found that the nine diseases are 
prevalent in that country.  

Shinseki added, “By setting up scientifically-
based presumptive service connection, we give 
these deserving veterans a simple way to get 
the benefits they have earned in service to our 
country.”

Last year, VA received more than one 
million claims for disability compensation 
and pension.   VA provides compensation and 
pension benefits to over 3.8 million veterans and 
beneficiaries.  Presently, the basic monthly rate 
of compensation ranges from $123 to $2,673 to 
veterans without any dependents.

Disability compensation is a non-taxable, 
monthly monetary benefit paid to veterans who 
are disabled as a result of an injury or illness that 
was incurred or aggravated during active military 
service. 

For more information about health problems 
associated with military service during 
operations Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom and related 
VA programs go to www.publichealth.va.gov/
exposures/gulfwar/ or go to www.va.gov for 
information about disability compensation.

PORTLAND -- The Portland VA Medical 
Center has begun seeing patients at two new 
clinics in Oregon.

The new 10,000 square foot state of the 
art West Linn Clinic is located 1750 S.W. 
Blankenship Road, in the Summerlinn Center. 
It will provide primary care and mental health 
services to enrolled veterans located in the 
south Portland metro area.

The VA Newport Clinic will be co-located 
at the Newport Community Health Center, 
1010 S.W. Coast Highway in Newport. The 
new facility will see enrolled veteran patients 
located in Lincoln County Monday through 
Thursday. 

“We are really excited about opening these 
two clinics,” said Portland VA Medical Center 
Acting Director David Stockwell.  “It will 
allow us to relocate a portion of our primary 
care services from our very congested main 
facility in Portland to a more convenient 
location in West Linn.

“Opening the VA Clinic in Newport will 
eliminate the need for Veterans living in 
Lincoln County to travel to Salem or Portland 
for their primary care if they chose to receive 
their care in Newport,” Stockwell said. “The 
Portland VA Medical Center is committed 
to providing quality health care to enrolled 
Veterans closer to their home.”

VA Medical Center Opens Two 
New Clinics in Oregon

WASHINGTON — The federal departments 
of Veterans Affairs, Labor and Defense unveiled 
today an improved Web site for wounded 
warriors. 

“VA is committed to tapping into the full 
powers of the Internet to provide accurate, timely, 
easy to find and easy to understand information 
that improves the lives of Veterans, service 

Three Federal Departments Collaborate on 
National Resource Directory

members, their families and all who care for 
them,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric 
K. Shinseki.  

The National Resource Directory is a 
comprehensive, free, online tool for wounded, ill 
and injured service members, Veterans and their 
families.  Visitors to the site can find an extensive 

range of information about Veterans’ benefits, 
including disability and pension benefits, VA 
health care and educational opportunities.  The 
site also provides information for those who 
care for Veterans, such as access to emotional, 
financial and community assistance.

The Web site has been enhanced to provide a 
single point of access to a wealth of information 
from more than 10,000 sites by federal, state and 
local governments and organizations offering 
services for wounded warriors. 

“This online directory is an invaluable 
resource for those involved in helping service 
members and Veterans,” Shinseki said. “Reliable 
information about government and private-sector 
programs can be a priceless tool.”

A recent addition to the Web site is a specialized 
section where users can find help for homeless 
Veterans.  These resources will help end Veteran 
homelessness over the next five years.  

The new design will help visitors find needed 
resources easily.  Other enhancements include 
a fast, accurate search engine; a “bookmark 
and share” capability that allows users to share 
valuable resources on Facebook, Twitter and 
other social media sites; and a news feature 
with updates on relevant information and 
events.  Resources are added daily.

Visit: www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov. 
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WASHINGTON  – Well over 100,000 
veterans exposed to herbicides while serving 
in Vietnam  and other areas will have an 
easier path to qualify for disability pay 
under a proposed regulation published by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) that 
adds three new illnesses to the list of health 
problems found to be related to Agent Orange 
and other herbicide exposures.

“This is an important step forward for 
Vietnam veterans suffering from these three 
illnesses,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Eric K. Shinseki. “These warriors deserve 
medical care and compensation for health 
problems they have incurred.” 

The regulation follows Shinseki’s October 
2009 decision to add the three illnesses 
to the current list of diseases for which 
service connection for Vietnam Veterans is 
presumed.  The illnesses are B cell leukemias, 
such as hairy cell leukemia; Parkinson’s 
disease; and ischemic heart disease. 

The Secretary’s decision is based on 
the latest evidence of an association with 
widely used herbicides such as Agent Orange 
during the Vietnam War, as determined in an 
independent study by the Institute of Medicine 
(IOM).

Even though this is a proposed rule, VA 
encourages Vietnam veterans with these 
three diseases to submit their applications for 
compensation now so the agency can begin 
development of their claims and so they 

Illnesses Added to Vietnam Herbicide Exposure List
can receive benefits from the date of their 
applications once the rule becomes final.  

“We must do better reviews of illnesses that 
may be connected to service, and we will,” 
Shinseki added. “Veterans who endure health 
problems deserve timely decisions based on 
solid evidence.” 

More than 80,000 of the veterans will have 
their past claims reviewed and may be eligible 
for retroactive payment, and all who are not 
currently eligible for enrollment into the VA 
healthcare system will become eligible.

In practical terms, veterans who served 
in Vietnam  during the war and who have a 
“presumed” illness don’t have to prove an 
association between their illnesses and their 
military service.  This “presumption” simplifies 

and speeds up the application process for 
benefits. 

The new rule will expand the current 
leukemia definition to include a much broader 
range of leukemias beyond chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia previously recognized by VA.

Other illnesses previously recognized under 
VA’s “presumption” rule as being caused by 
exposure to herbicides during the Vietnam 
War are: AL Amyloidosis, Acute and Subacute 
Transient Peripheral Neuropathy, Chloracne, 
or other Acneform Disease consistent with 
Chloracne, Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia, 
(being expanded), Diabetes Mellitus (Type 2), 
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, Porphyria Cutanea 
Tarda, Prostate Cancer, Respiratory Cancers 
(lung, bronchus, larynx, or trachea), and Soft 
Tissue Sarcoma (other than Osteosarcoma, 
Chondrosarcoma, Kaposi’s sarcoma, or 
Mesothelioma).

During the Vietnam War, the U.S. military 
used more than 19 million gallons of herbicides 
to defoliate trees and remove concealment for 
the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. 

Veterans who served in Vietnam anytime 
during the period beginning Jan. 9, 1962, and 
ending on May 7, 1975, are presumed to have 
been exposed to herbicides. 

Additional information about Agent Orange 
and VA’s services for veterans exposed to the 
chemical are available at www.publichealth.
va.gov/exposures/agentorange.

Veterans’ 
Workforce 
Investment 
Grants

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Veterans’ 
Employment and Training Service has 
announced an $8.3 million grant competition 
to provide job training, counseling and 
placement services (including job readiness, 
and literacy and skills training) to expedite 
the reintegration of homeless veterans into 
the labor force through its Homeless Veterans 
Reintegration Program. 

The Department of Labor is soliciting 
applicants to design programs that help 
eligible veterans by providing job placement 
services, job training, counseling, supportive 
services and other assistance to expedite the 
reintegration of homeless individuals into 
the labor force. For more information on the 
solicitation,

For more information on the solicitation, 
visit www.grants.gov and www.dol.gov/
vets 

Ask any pat ron 
of the Talking Book 
and Braille Services 
(TBABS) and you will 
get an idea of just how 
much the service means 
to them. The Oregon 
State Library provides 
free public library 
services to individuals 
who are blind, visually 
impaired, low vision or 
physically disabled to 
the point they cannot 
hold reading materials 
in their hands or turn 
pages. 

The TBABS library 
in contains more than 60,000 titles to suit almost 
every reading taste. Thanks to a dedicated staff 
and great volunteers, TBABS sends out an 
average of 1,500 books every weekday. The 
lending is all done through the U.S. Postal 
Service.

TBABS is part of a national program so the 
books and media players are provided by the 
Library of Congress, National Library Service. 

Talking Book and Braille 
Services Offered

The Oregon State Library is the only library for 
the blind in Oregon.

For more information about Talking Book 
and Braille Services, to find out if you qualify or 
to register for the service, call 503-378-3849 or 
800-452-0292. You can also access TBABS on 
the Oregon State Library website for complete 
information and download the registration form 
at www.oregon.gov/OSL/TBABS/ 
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Sen. Ron Wyden gave a 
reception for the Oregon WASP 
and their families. Monkiewicz 
met with Sen. Jeff Merkley, and 
Congressmen Greg Walden 
and Peter DeFazio. 

  To honor the service of 
approximately 25 Oregon 
WASP, Gov. Ted Kulongoski 
proclaimed March 10 as 
Oregon WASP Day statewide. 
Oregon  Depa r tmen t  o f 
Veterans’ Affairs Director 
Jim Willis said America will 
always be indebted to the 
WASP for stepping forward 

and inspiring a generation of 
future female aviators.

“The WASP flew military 
aircraft more than three decades 

before females in the United States were even 
allowed to attend military pilot training. 
They were true leaders that broke down the 
gender barriers of their time,” he said. “These 
wonderful ladies proved their skill and valor 
during the height of World War II and today we 
again salute their service.”

 It wasn’t until Esther Smith of Hood River 

At a young age, Anna 
( F l y n n )  M o n k i e w i c z 
was inspired by Charles 
Lindbergh’s historic flight 
to Paris while crossing the 
Atlantic Ocean in 1927. 
Her dream soon became her 
passion –– to become a pilot 
and fly. 

By 1943 Monkiewicz 
was making history as a 
pilot with the newly-formed 
Women Airforce Service 
Pilots (WASP).  She was 
doing her duty to support the 
war in Washington D.C..

On March 10, Monkiewicz, 
91, joined nearly 200 former 
WASP and  the  f ami ly 
members of those who have 
passed on and received the Congressional Gold 
Medal, the highest civilian honor Congress can 
bestow.

The WASP was established during World War 
II for the primary purpose of flying non-combat 
missions for the U.S. in order to free the male 
military pilots for combat. Between 1942 and 
1944, more than 25,000 women applied for the 
program.  Of the 1,830 who were accepted, 
only 1,074 women successfully completed the 
flight training. 

They were trained to ferry aircraft, test 
planes, instruct male pilots, and tow targets 
for anti-aircraft artillery practice.  WASP were 
the first female pilots to fly almost every type 
of military aircraft operated by the U.S. Army 
at the time and flew nearly 60 million miles of 
non-combat missions.

“I was one of about 130 of us who were 
assigned to fly fighter planes. I loved flying the 
sleek looking P-51 Mustang the most,” she said. 
“I liked the P-47, too.”  Monkiewicz ferried 
aircraft to many locations including Long Island, 
N.Y., San Francisco, McChord Field, Wash., 
and Florida.

The WASP were never commissioned. They 
were never afforded active military duty status 
and were not granted veterans status until 1977. 
They only wanted to voluntarily serve their 
country in wartime. The ladies paid their own 
way to Texas for training and when the program 
ended Dec. 20, 1944, they paid their own way 
back home.

“Back then we were glad to be part of 
that team and do our part for the war effort,” 
Monkiewicz said. “I was amazed at all the 
people (in DC) who were interested in us. We 
all had military escorts. The two Navy petty 
officers that escorted me for two days were so 
kind and sweet.

“We heard it again and again from women in 
uniform,” Monkiewicz smiled. “They thanked 
us and said that we made it a lot easier for 
women in the military today especially those 
who are flying.”

Veterans Powwow 2010
Uyxat Powwow grounds under the big tent!

July 9th 10th & 11th in Grand Ronde, OR

All veterAns, dAncers, & public welcome!  For inFormAtion cAll chris tinney @ 503-883-3610

Gourd Dancing 
Saturday and Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

Grand entries 
Saturday at 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Sunday at 1:00 p.m.

Free parking/camping available!
Arts & crafts, & food vendors welcome.

*No drugs, or alcohol permitted.
*No pets permitted in the arena.

Oregon WASP Honored in Washington DC

Former WASP Anna 
Monkiewicz proudly holds the 
Congressional Gold Medal she 
received in Washington D.C. on 
March 10. 

ODVA complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The ADA provides that no qualified person 
with a disability shall be kept from participation in, or be denied a benefit of the services, programs, or 
activities of ODVA because of that disability. This publication is available in alternate formats. For this 
service, or concerns regarding ADA, contact the ADA Coordinator at 503-373-2380.

Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs
Veterans’ Home Loans - Veterans’ Benefits - Conservatorship
Oregon Veterans’ Home (skilled nursing & rehabilitative care)

503-373-2000 or 1-800-828-8801
ODVA Website: www.oregon.gov/odva

HIPAA Statement
 

The Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs (ODVA) complies with the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act of 1996, known as HIPAA. You may obtain a copy of the ODVA Notice of 
Privacy Practices anytime by way of the following:

	 *	 Access ODVA’s website at www.oregon.gov/odva
	 *	 Call ODVA at 1-800-828-8801 ext. 2141 or 503-373-2141
	 *	 Write to ODVA’s Privacy Officer to have a copy mailed to you; or
	 *	 Ask for a copy the next time you visit ODVA.

was an adult that she learned her mother, Eileen 
Roach Kesti, had been a WASP or a pilot.

“She had never been one to sound her own 
horn and really didn’t feel that she deserved 
any special credit; but mainly, it was probably 
the happiest time of her life and she missed it 
terribly. She felt bad about the way it ended,” 
Smith said.

At the very beginning of her flight to 
Washington, D.C. to receive her mother’s 
medal, Smith “found myself imagining myself 
in mom’s place all those years ago.

“During the flight I read a book by one of 
the WASP, Marion Stegeman Hodgson, whose 
words could have come from my mother, during 
the few times she spoke of her flying days.”

Hodgson wrote in a letter to her mother. “This 
is just too good to be true! … Oh, God, how I 
love it! Honestly, Mother, you haven’t lived until 
you get way up there –– all alone –– just you 
and that big, beautiful plane humming under 
your control.”

Other Oregon WASP who attended the 
ceremony to receive their medals included 
Kay Chaffey, Jan Goodrum, Kathryn Miles, 
Catherine Murphy, and Shirley Wunsch.

by Mike Allegre
Photo courtesy of Anna Monkiewicz
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Vietnam 
Memorial 
Clean-up

The Vietnam Veterans of Oregon Memorial 
Fund, Inc. is seeking volunteers for its annual 
Memorial Day clean-up day on Sat., May 22, 
at 8 a.m. 

Individual and service organization volunteers 
are needed to help with beautification of the 
grounds in preparation of Memorial Day. The 
Memorial Day ceremony will be held on May 
31 starting at 10 a.m. with the reading of the 
names of Oregon’s Vietnam War dead. 

The Memorial is located next to the World 
Forestry Center and across the street from 
the Portland Metro Zoo in Washington Park. 
Volunteers should bring a pair of work gloves, 
a rake or a shovel. Soft drinks and pizza will be 
provided. For more information, call Jerry Pero 
at 503-266-1686.

Honor 
Flight of 
Oregon 
Established

The newly-formed Honor Flight of Oregon 
(HFO) has scheduled its first flight for June 
17, and is requesting support to honor older 
World War II veterans with an all expense 
paid trip to visit and reflect at their memorial 
in Washington DC.

Through the generous support of the Honor 
Flight Network’s airline sponsor, Southwest, 
HFO has secured special low rates for all 
services.  However, support to cover the 
reduced expenses of lodging, food and ground 
transportation is still needed.

Gail Yakopatz, HFO’s coordinator, said 
most of these veterans have given up any hope 
of seeing their memorial. 

Yakopatz said the trip includes airfare, 
transportation, food and lodging and some 
small miscellaneous expenses. The cost is 
approximately $300 for each veteran. The 
veteran is not allowed to pay for anything 
except souvenirs. Escorts must pay for their 
reduced rate expenses.

“With more than 200 Oregon Veterans on 
the wait list they need to schedule another 
six flights to hopefully accommodate these 
requests,” Yakopatz said. “It’s just something 
we need to do for these vets.” 

To make a donation or for information, 
contact Yakopatz at 541-955-4544 or, e-mail: 
honorwwiivets@gmail.com.

Welcome Home 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
& Iraqi Freedom Veterans!

The Portland VA Medical Center 
will show its appreciation for your service with its

 4th Annual Welcome Home celebration 
for you and your family!

Sunday, June 20, 2010
PGE Park

Home of the Portland Beavers
1844 SW Morrison

Portland, Oregon

Registration at 1 p.m.
Game Time at 2:05 p.m.

Tacoma Rainiers at 
Portland Beavers

✰ No cost to OEF/OIF Veterans and their guests!

✰ RSVP required to reserve your tickets and food
 Please RSVP by May 28
 (503) 808-1920 or 
 Email: Welcomehome@va.gov

✰ Food, Fun & Information available about VA Benefits

Welcome Home 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
& Iraqi Freedom Veterans!

The Portland VA Medical Center 
will show its appreciation for your service with its

 4th Annual Welcome Home celebration 
for you and your family!

Sunday, June 20, 2010
PGE Park

Home of the Portland Beavers
1844 SW Morrison

Portland, Oregon

Registration at 1 p.m.
Game Time at 2:05 p.m.

Tacoma Rainiers at 
Portland Beavers

✰ No cost to OEF/OIF Veterans and their guests!

✰ RSVP required to reserve your tickets and food
 Please RSVP by May 28
 (503) 808-1920 or 
 Email: Welcomehome@va.gov

✰ Food, Fun & Information available about VA Benefits
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Memorial Day Events ~ 2010
Albany

May 31 – 11 a.m. – VFW Post 584 will host a 
ceremony at Willamette Memorial Park, 2640 Old 
Salem Rd. N.E.  

2 p.m. – Ceremony at Twin Oaks Cemetery, 
34275 Riverside Dr. Free lunch to follow at the 
VFW Post, 1469 Timber St. S.E.

Contact: Roy Poppleton, 541-974-2172

Beaverton  
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony at Beaverton 
Memorial Park on Watson St., to feature speakers, 
American Legion Band, high school chorus, and 
POW/MIA Ceremony. Veterans BBQ to follow.

Contact: Marv Doty, 503-644-0350

Bend
May 31 - 1 p.m. -  Services at Deschutes County 
Memorial Gardens, N. Hwy 97.  Guest Speaker: 
Brig. Gen. Charles Yriarte. Reception to follow.

Contact: Bob Cusick, 541-389-0775

Brookings
May 28 – 6 p.m. – Roll Call of all Oregonians 
killed in the Vietnam War at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in front of City Hall. Rifle salute and taps 
will follow.

May 29 – 10 a.m. – Parade on Hwy. 101.

May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony at the Port of 
Brookings Harbor, 16408 Lower Harbor Rd.

Contact: Sam Vitale, 541-469-6443 or Bob 
Gilmore, 541-251-4167

Coos Bay  
May 29 – 11 a.m. – Annual parade downtown with 
marching bands, veterans groups, and community 
organizations.

Contact: Gene Melton, 541-290-4222

May 31 – 11 a.m. – Services, Ocean View 
Memorial Gardens, 1525 Ocean Blvd. N.W.

12 p.m. – Sunset Memorial Park, 63060 Millington Rd. 

Contact: Bill Kehler, 541-888-6556

Corvallis  
May 31 – 10 a.m. – Ceremony, Crystal Lake 
Cemetery, Crystal Lake Dr. 

Contact: Nicky Jones, 541-753-4149

1:30 p.m. – Annual ceremony, Benton County 
Veterans Memorial, N.W. Kings Blvd. Includes 
speakers, guests and Naval ROTC. 

Contact: Les Whittle, 541-752-3222

Dallas  
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony and Avenue of 
Flags at Dallas Cemetery, 2065 S.W. Fairview 
Ave. Guest speaker: Congressman Kurt Schrader. 
Special seating for WWII veterans.

Contact: Al Ratzlaff, 503-623-2591

Depoe Bay  
May 31 – 11 a.m. – 65th annual Fleet of Flowers 
Memorial Ceremony. Following a brief ceremony 
on the bay front, the fleet will cast flowers and 
wreaths upon the open waters in memory of all 
who have given their lives for freedom. 

Contact: Barbara Leff, 541-270-3839

Eagle Point
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony, Eagle Point 
National Cemetery, 2763 Riley Rd. Guest 
speakers: Congressman Greg Walden, State 
Representative Dennis Richardson. Flyover has 
been requested. Music by Southern Oregon 
Scottish Bag Pipe Band. 

Contact: Bob Huff, 541-601-9283

Eugene  
May 31 – 9 a.m. – Mass, Mt. Calvary Cemetery, 
220 Crest Dr.

Contact: Tim Garrison, 541-686-8722

11 a.m. – Ceremony, Eugene Pioneer Cemetery, 
E. 18th & University St. 

Contact: American Legion Post 3, 541-338-4074

12:30 p.m. – Ceremony, Lane Memorial Gardens, 
5300 W. 11th Ave.

2 p.m. – Ceremony, West Lawn Memorial Park, 
225 S. Danebo Ave. 

Contact: Dee Harbison, 541-686-2818

2 p.m. –Ceremony, Veterans Memorial Bldg., 
1626 Willamette St., hosted by Willamette VFW 
Post 293. 

Contact:  Bert Logan, Commander, Post 293, 541-
338-4074/541-687-4737

7 p.m. – Program at the Veterans Memorial Bldg., 
1626 Willamette St. Speaker: Brig. Gen. (Ret.) 
Norm Hoffman. The Rivertones choral group will 
sing. Donations accepted.

Contact: Richard Du Mond, 541-338-4074

Florence  
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Memorial service, Elks Lodge 
#1858, 1686 12th St. 

Contact: Glenn Neklason, 541-997-2610

Forest Grove  
May 31 – 11 a.m. – 15th annual ceremony. Forest 
View Cemetery, 1161 S.W. Pacific Ave. A flyover 
has been requested.

Contact: Jim Craigg, 503-357-3660

Grants Pass
May 29-31 –  “Salute to Our Heroes,” The Healing 
Field of Southern Oregon hosted by the Rogue 
Valley Young Marines at Hillcrest Memorial Park, 
945 Hillcrest Dr. 

May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony, parade of flags, 
guest speakers, Hillcrest Memorial Park, 945 N.E. 
Hillcrest Dr. 

Contact: Celeste Guillory, 541-471-1944

Gresham
May 31 – 10 a.m. – Service at the Heroes Memorial 
and Tribute, corner of Powell Blvd. and Roberts.

Contact: Gail Hanna, 503-667-1623

Hood River
May 31 – 9:45 a.m. – Procession with a Color 
Guard and high school band will march through 
Idlewild Cemetery. A ceremony with a guest 
speaker will follow.

Contact: Jack Trumbull, 541-386-1000

Independence
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Independence State Airport 
Memorial Tribute. Guest speakers, wreath 
presentation, an F-15 flyover has been requested. 

11:30 a.m. – Community picnic, Nutsch Aviation 
Hangar; $5. Lunch followed by U.S. Coast Guard 
Rescue demonstration.

Contact: Andy Andersen, 503-838-4231

Klamath Falls 
May 31 – 6 a.m. – Sunrise Service at Klamath 
Memorial Cemetery, 2680 Memorial Dr.

10 a.m. – Parade downtown, Main St.

11 a.m. – Ceremony, Veterans Memorial Park, 
106 Main St. Speakers, POW/MIA Ceremony, and 
wreath laying. A flyover has been requested.

 Contact: Ron Ballard, 541-882-0057 

La Pine  
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Services at Community 
Cemetery, Reed Rd., off Hwy. 97. 

Noon – Open house, Legion Post 45, 52532 
Drafter Rd.

Contact: Pat Cotton, 541-536-1402

Lebanon  
May 31 – 10 a.m. – Ceremony, nearly 500 
donated flags displayed. IOOF Cemetery, Hwy. 20 
and Cemetery Rd. 

Contact: Fred Schafer, 541-258-7453	

McMinnville 
May 29-31 – Weekend celebration, Evergreen 
Aviation and Space Museum, Hwy. 18, 500 N.E. 
Capt. Michael King Smith Way. 

Contact: Laura Graham, 503-434-4185

Milwaukie
May 31 – 8:30 a.m. – Flag Raising Ceremony, 
Pioneer Cemetery, north of Waverly Dr. on S.E. 
17th Ave. 

Contact: Mark Neubauer, 503-997-9495

Molalla
May 31 – 10 a.m. – Ceremony at Adams 
Cemetery, 32840 S. Adams Cemetery Rd., hosted 
by VFW Post 3973.

Contact: Jason Carroll, 503-824-3973
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Memorial Day Events ~ 2010
Mt. Angel 

May 31 – 9:30 a.m. – Memorial service, patriotic 
music at Calvary Cemetery, Hwy. 214. Mass 
followed by wreath presentation.

Contact: Stephen Miller, American Legion Post 89, 
503-845-6460

Newberg   
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony, Memorial Park, 
4th and Howard St. Guest speaker: William R. 
Sharrar, U.S. Navy Pearl Harbor survivor. Troop 
benefit BBQ, Memorial Park after the ceremony.

Contact: Don Miller, 503-538-6108

Nyssa   
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Memorial service, Hilltop 
Cemetery, 706-707 Alberta Ave.

Noon – Memorial service, city boat ramp, Snake 
River Park. 

Contact: Bill Thomson, 541-889-6649

Ontario  
May 31 – 10 a.m. – Ceremony, Evergreen 
Cemetery, located on S. Park Blvd. Avenue of Flags.

10:30 a.m. – Services at Sunset Cemetery, on 
Sunset Dr., two blocks south of S.W. 4th Ave.

Contact: Mike Jones, 541-889-5655

Pendleton
May 31 – 9 a.m. – Services, Pioneer Bishop 
Chapel, 131 E. Byers Ave. VFW Post 922 Auxiliary 
to place flowers at six memorials.

Contact: Gary Ward, 541-276-0308

11 a.m. – Services at Olney Cemetery, 865 
Tutuilla Rd., Avenue of Flags, guest speakers.

Contact: Tom Tangney, 541-276-0464

Portland  
May 28-31 – Portland Rose Festival celebrating 
the spirit and tradition of the U.S. military and their 
families with free admission to Waterfront Village 
with valid military ID, and other special events. 
More information: www.rosefestival.org.

Contact: Laura Mears, 503-227-2681

May 31 – 10 a.m. – Oregon Vietnam Veterans 
Living Memorial, Washington Park, 400 S.W. 
Canyon Rd. The 801 names of Oregon service 
members’ killed during the Vietnam War will be 
read. 

11:10 a.m. – Ceremony. Guest speaker: Julie 
Sullivan, Oregonian reporter. Gun salute, Taps, 
F-15 flyover has been requested.

Contact: Ron Cannon, 503-819-4228

May 31 - 10 a.m. – Ceremony at Willamette 
National Cemetery, 11800 S.E. Mt. Scott Blvd. 
Guest speaker: Honorable Paul J. DeMuniz, 
Oregon Chief Justice. 

Contact: Roger Huntley, 503-273-5250

Prineville
May 31– 10:30 a.m. – Parade downtown. Service 
at Juniper Haven Cemetery, north of town at the 
Pioneer Section.

Contact: Prineville Chamber of Commerce, 
541-447-6304

Rainier
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Memorial observance, 
Hudson Cemetery Veterans Memorial, 7900 
Larson Rd.

Contact: Roger Ege, 503-741-0916 

Redmond  
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony and Avenue of 
Flags, Redmond Cemetery, Yew Ave. and Old 
Bend-Redmond Hwy. 

Contact: Jeff Casserly, 541-550-6656

Reedsport 
May 30 – 7 p.m. – Free concert at the high school 
will feature 29 Palms U.S. Marine Corps Band. 

May 31 – Noon – Parade downtown. 

1:30 p.m. – A paratrooper will parachute into the 
memorial service at Hahn Memorial Park. The 29 
Palms U.S. Marine Corps Band will perform.

Contact: Joe Mirvis, 541-361-9080

Roseburg
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony at Roseburg 
National Cemetery, 1770 Harvard Blvd., followed 
by Veterans BBQ at the Stewart Park Pavilion. 

Contact: Rick Sciapiti, 541-670-1057

Salem   
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Program, City View Cemetery, 
390 Hoyt St. S.E., Keynote Speaker: Jim Willis, 
Director, ODVA. Luncheon following at VFW Post 
661, 630 Hood St. N.E.

Contact: Kerry Wymetalek, 503-364-7997

3 p.m. – Ceremony, Afghan-Iraqi Freedom 
Memorial. Speaker: Jim Willis, Director, ODVA. 
Names of recent Oregon fallen service members 
inscribed on the granite wall. Location: ODVA 
grounds, 700 Summer St. N.E.

Contact: Robin Steckley, 503-373-2390

Scappoose
May 31 - 10:30 a.m. – Memorial observance at 
the Veterans Memorial, E. Columbia Ave. and S.E. 
2nd St. 

Contact: Ronald Urban, 503-543-7482

Siletz
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Tribal ceremony, Government 
Hill. Lunch at the Tribal Community Center.

Contact: Delores Pigsley, 541-444-2532

Sisters
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Memorial service, the Village 
Green Park, at Fir St. and Washington Ave. 
Hamburger BBQ will follow.

Contact: John Miller, 541-549-4162 

Springfield
May 31 – 10 a.m. – “Salute to Veterans,” 
Springfield Memorial Gardens, 7305 Main St.

Contact: Deanna Harbison, 541-686-2818

Tigard
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony, Crescent Grove 
Cemetery, 9925 S.W. Greenburg Rd. Tualatin 
Valley Fire and Rescue Bagpipers. A flyover has 
been requested. Potluck lunch will be at Post 158, 
8635 S.W. Scoffins St. 

Contact: Bernie Healy, 503-624-2332

Terrebonne  
May 31 – 9 a.m. – Service at Pioneer Cemetery, 
485 N.W. Larch Ave. 

Contact: Dennis Guthrie, 541-280-5161

The Dalles   
May 31 – Ceremonies will be held at these 
locations and times:

8:30 a.m. – Wreath Laying, Boat Basin Rd. 

9:30 a.m. – Three Mile Cemetery (formerly Park 
Lawn Cemetery), 2565 3-Mile Rd.

11 a.m. – Odd Fellow Cemetery, 1100 W. 18th.

11:45 a.m. – Kelly View Point Cemetery, 
Sorosis Park.

2 p.m. – Oregon Veterans’ Home, 700 Veterans’ Dr.

Contact: Vandee Mauser, 541-993-4300

Tualatin
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Ceremony and Police 
Honor Guard, Tualatin Pioneer Cemetery. 
Guest Speaker: Lt. Col. Norb Murray (USMC, 
Ret.), Vietnam copter pilot. An F-15 flyover 
has been requested.

Contact: Dale Potts, 503-701-0392

Vale  
May 31 – 11 a.m. – Services, Valley View 
Cemetery, 1699 Valley View Rd.

Contact: Bill Thomson, 541-889-6649

Wasco   
May 31 – 10 a.m. – Annual parade, Historic 
Train Depot, at Clark and Fulton Streets. 
Veterans invited to ride on the parade float.       
A BBQ, and bed races follow the parade. 

Contact: Geneva Sutton, 541-442-8559

Woodburn
May 31 – 10 a.m. – Services at Belle Passi 
Cemetery, 997 Belle Passi Cemetery Rd. N.E.

Contact: Dan Evers 503-981-1470
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Citing her work helping women veterans, 
the Soroptimist International of Salem chose 
Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
Veterans Service Administrator Val Conley as 
their 2010 Ruby Award recipient. 

“I am humbled that the Soroptimists would 
choose me for such an important award,” Conley 
said. “I am deeply honored to serve women 
veterans and do what I can to help women 
achieve their goals both professionally and 
personally,” she said.

The Soroptimist Ruby Award is designed 
to honor women who are working to improve 
the lives of women and girls. Although award 
winners are not Soroptimists themselves, their 

Val Conley Chosen as Ruby Award Recipient
work helps promote the issues that are important 
to the members, according to the club. 

By selecting Conley as their local recipient, 
the Salem organization now will submit her name 
to the regional conference for consideration. The 
recipient at the regional conference then will be 
considered for a national honor that includes 
a $5,000 donation to the recipient’s favorite 
charity. 

An Army veteran, Conley has been with the 
Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs for 
30 years. She is the Oregon Women Veterans 
Coordinator and is seen as a leading expert in 
veteran benefit issues in the state. 

“I want to thank the Soroptimists for 
considering me for this award,” Conley said. 
“I can promise that I will continue to work for 
women veterans to ensure their equal place 
among our veteran community.” 

Val Conley, 
Veterans’ 
Services Division 
Administrator 
at the Oregon 
Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs.

Military uniforms representing 
al l  service branches from the 
Revolutionary War through present 
day military operations will be on 
display at the State Capitol from May 
17 through June 11. 

The Greater Salem Area Veterans 
Organizations (GSAVO) will host the 
display in the Capitol’s Galleria.

Ten display cases will hold items 
and artifacts from World Wars I and 
II, Korea and Vietnam. Included in 
the displays will be original military 
medals, patches, photos, artifacts and 
posters. 

GSAVO is looking for donations 
of military items from veterans to 
improve their display. 

For questions about the display call 
Mac MacDonald at 503-364-4299 or 
Kerry Wymetalek, 503-363-7455.

Historic Military Uniforms at the Capitol

Associated Press 

WILMINGTON, N.C. - Only a fraction of 
wounded veterans who could get better benefits 
have applied in the two years since Congress, 
acting on concerns the military was cutting costs 
by downplaying injuries, ordered the Pentagon 
to review disputed claims. 

As of mid-March, only 921 vets have applied 
out of the 77,000 the Pentagon estimates are 
eligible, according to numbers provided to The 
Associated Press by the Physical Disability 
Board of Review. The panel was created in 2008, 
but started taking cases in January 2009. 

More than 230 cases have been decided, 
about 60 percent in favor of improving the 
veteran’s benefits, while an additional 119 case 
were dismissed as ineligible. 
Advocates and even the board members them-

Vets Missing Out on Better Benefits

selves want the review panel to do a better job 
of getting the word out.

“Quite frankly, I would like to see more 
opportunities for us to reach out to these people,” 
said Michael LoGrande, president of the three-
member board that has a staff of 10. “But we are 
doing the best we can with the limited people 
and resources we have.” 

LoGrande said the board is trying to reach 
eligible vets mainly through veterans groups. 

At issue are disability ratings based on an 
injury’s severity and long-term impact. Veterans 
rated below 30 percent disabled with less than 
20 years of service receive a one-time severance 
payment instead of a monthly retirement 
check. 

Also, their health care switches from the 

military to the strained VA system, and their 
families lose military health insurance. 

A rating above 30 percent means monthly 
income and military health care for the family. 

A disabled service member’s severance pay 
and monthly retirement is based on active-duty 
pay, years of service and if the service member’s 
injuries are combat-related. 

Congress created the board after investigations 
found inconsistencies in how the military assigns 
ratings for the level of disability that soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and Marines have before they 
are discharged. 

Veterans advocates protested that the military 
was manipulating disability ratings to save 
money.

Photos by Dan Long
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Military uniforms of all eras and branches of service will be on display at the State Capitol from May 17 
through June 11. The uniforms are courtesy of the Greater Salem Area Veterans Organizations (GSAVO).
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In putting Americans back 
to work through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA), the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) has 
been allocated $1.4 billion. That 
money is set to target programs 
across the country which are of 
most interest to veterans. 

 In Oregon, projects have been 
funded to make improvements at 
VA medical centers and national 
cemeteries.

  Several renovations are 
underway at the Portland VA 
Medical Center including one 
big project. Construction begins 
in May on a new comprehensive 
Women Veterans Health Care 
Clinic.

 Other renovations in Portland 
will include a lab, work space for hi-tech 
equipment, and repairing several safety 
deficiencies. TV and radios will be also repaired 
or installed in patient’s rooms. 

At the Roseburg VA Medical Center the 
projects include: renovation and relocation of 
an Alzheimer’s unit, install security upgrades, 
upgrade the nurse-call system for patient safety, 

Recovery Funds Improve Oregon’s USDVA 
Centers and Veterans’ Grave Sites

install elevator handrails and a roof, repairing 
and replacing sewer storm lines. 

  Four renovation projects are proceeding 
at the Southern Oregon Rehabilitation Center 
and Clinics in White City plus, repairing and 
resurfacing main roadways there.

  Sunken graves, decaying headstones and 
markers of military veterans are being repaired 

1st National Freedom Ride will take place on 
Armed Forces Day, May 15. Ride starts at Colum-
bia Harley Davidson, Vancouver, WA, 10 a.m., 
arriving at Linn County Veterans Memorial. For 
information: Tanya Kramer, 541-926-0027.

Ex-POW Annual Meeting will be held May 19, 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m., at the Almost Home Restaurant on 
Market St. in Salem.

Disabled American Veterans and Auxiliary will 
hold their State Convention May 20-22, at the Lib-
erty Inn, Lincoln City, OR. Information: Mike Ward, 
541-330-4677, mikewa@co.deschutes.   

Operation: Hire-A-Vet will hold a Veterans Ser-
vices and Job Fair, May 20, 1-5 p.m. at the Rogue 
Valley Mall (Lower Level), Medford, OR. For infor-
mation: Gina Green, 503-776-6060.

American Veterans (AMVETS) will hold their 
2010 Convention, May 21-22, Sweet Home, OR. 
Information: Gene Melton, oldfossil137@yahoo.
com.

Canby High School Memorial Assembly will 
honor the service of Northwest veterans, June 3, 
10 a.m., 721 SW 4th, Canby, OR. Guest Speaker 
and Holocaust survivor, Alter Wiener. For informa-
tion: Rob Rayfield, 503-516-2594. 

Military Order of the Purple Heart will hold their 
State Convention, June 4-6, at the Holiday Inn, 
919 Kruse Way, Springfield, OR. For information: 
Dorene Hunley, 503-634-1874.

Eugene Congressional Research Service Center 
is hosting a Welcome Home Picnic, June 5, at 
Armitage Park, 90064 Coburg Road, Picnic Site J. 
The event is open to all veterans, and will include 
food and non-alcoholic drinks. For information: 
541-345-5395.

The 26th Infantry Regiment Association is hav-
ing their annual reunion June 10-12, in Elizabeth-
town, KY. For information: Bob Morris, 503-639-
2365, lionspade@aol.com.

USS America Carrier Veterans Association is 
having their 7th biannual reunion, June 22-26, at 
the Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport Conference Cen-
ter, Covington KY. For information: 610-585-2155, 
www.ussamerica.org.

American Legion Department of Oregon will 
hold their convention June 23-26, at the Broad-
way School, 1120 Broadway St, Seaside, OR. For 
information: 503-685-5006.

VFW will have their convention June 24-27, in 
Canyonville, OR. Information: Wade Woolard, 
541-726-5883, oregonconvention@comcast.net  

Oregon Korean War Veterans Association and 
The Korean Society of Oregon will sponsor The 
60th Anniversary of the Korean War, June 26, at 
the Town Center Park in Wilsonville. Information: 
Don Cohen, 360-883-2922, email dnldcoh6@aol.
com

USS Lawrence (DDG-4) is having their reunion, 
June 24-29, in Boston MA. For information: Craig 
Bernat, 814-322-4150, dguts@uslawrence.com.

USS Concord (AFS 5) is having their first re-
union, July 22-25, in Norfolk, VA. For information: 
www.ussconcord.org/id34.html. 

USS Boston (CA-69/CAG-1, SSN-703) will hold 
their reunion for all crewmembers of any Navy 
ship named Boston, July 8-11, in Washington D.C. 
For information: Arthur Hebert, 603-672-8772, 
www.ussboston.org  

USS Maddox Destroyer Association is having 
their reunion for DD-731, DD-622, and DD-168, 
Aug. 26-29, in Philadelphia, PA. For information: 
262-679-9409, maddox64@aol.com.

84th Infantry Division Railsplitters Society 
WWII is having their reunion, Aug. 27-29, in Cin-
cinnati, OH. For information: Richard Jameson, 
513-732-2317.

USNR Midshipmen’s School (Colombia Uni-
versity, Prairie State, and Northwestern) will hold 
their reunion, Sept. 29 - Oct. 3, in Las Vegas, NV. 
For information: Ken Boyd, 405-570-6421, yn-
nek7301@gmail.com.

USS Begor (APD-127) is having their reunion, 
Oct. 4-9, in Plymouth, MA. For information, Rich 
Pardy, 541-582-1761, rogriv@q.com 

Veterans of Underage Military Service meet the 
first Friday monthly, at Sheri’s Restaurant, 122nd 
and SE Sunnyside, Portland, OR, 10:30 a.m. For 
information: Willie Paradise, 503-665-1739. 

Military Conventions, Reunions and Events

along with historic military 
monuments, as the result of a $50 
million allocation funds from the 
ARRA.  

  The National  Cemetery 
Administration (NCA), part 
of the VA, has identified more 
than 170,000 gravesites and 49 
historic monuments needing repair 
or renovation in 19 veterans’ 
cemeteries around the country. 
NCA began to award contracts to 
complete the work last fall, giving 
preference to veteran-owned/
operated businesses.

  In Oregon, $2.1 million 
has been funded for projects at 
cemeteries in Portland, Roseburg 

and Eagle Point. 
  VA operates 131 national 

cemeteries in 39 states and Puerto 
Rico and 33 soldiers’ lots and monument sites.  
More than three million Americans, including 
veterans of every war and conflict are buried in 
VA’s national cemeteries on more than 19,000 
acres of land.

To learn about the specific VA projects, check 
out an interactive map: www.homeloans.va.gov/
varecovery

National cemeteries such as Willamette, and VA Medical Centers such as those 
in Portland and Roseburg (inset) will benefit from the infusion of dollars from 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).



12May / June 2010

Donations to the Oregon Veterans’ Home Trust Fund continue to be received. We deeply appreciate the thoughtfulness and generosity of an       
ever-growing number of Friends of the Home. To become a friend of the Home, use the gift form on page 10, and make a tax-deductible donation 
today. Those who contributed during the months of February and March, 2010 are listed below:

Access Computer Products
Marlan and Zonell Adkins
American Ex-Prisoners of War, Department of 
Oregon
American Legion Umpqua Post 16
Anonymous
Carol Arbogast
Gordon Ballup
Debra Jo and Douglas Bauer
Vaughan Benson
Kathleen Blome
Robert P. Boyce
Timothy and Doris Brownhill
Paul E. Burger
Kathe Celestine and Friends
Gary and Iva Champlain
Leroy Churchill
Paula Cook-Curtis
Coos Bay Elks Lodge #1160
Steven L. Covey
Peggy and Thomas Cox
James and Marion Crews
Harold and Brenda Culbertson
James Curtis
Charles W. Daugherty
DAV Chapter 25
DAV Yamhill County Chapter 5
DAVA Dow V. Walker 25
DAVA Yamhill County Unit 5
Henry and Joann Davidson
Deloitte Services LP
Enabling Areas Talent Development and 
Knowledge Management Teams
Irv Fletcher
Doris Fowler
Dale and Vicki Frey
L. R. Fulker
Jerrod Gormsley

Stephen R. Gracon
Lillian Granby
Gresham Ford
Judy Gross
Helena L. Gundersen
Denny Haener Orchards
Thomas and Virginia Hake
Robert B. Hampton
Jan Harris
Karen and Thomas Harvey
Vic Hefferin
Bruce Hembling
Edward Henning
Michael J. Herrick
John and Winnie Higgins
Melody Higgins
Hood River County Pomona #8
Hood River Elks Lodge #1507
Leigh Hunt, Jr.
Gretchen G. Johnson
Jolly Wheelers
Larry and Sarah Keil
Paul E.  Kifer
Harold Knobel, Jr.
Greg Kock
John H. Landers, Jr.
Jay Larsen
Janice Leis
Herman “Mac” MacDonald
Pete MacNab
Donald and Edith McDaniel
Kathy McDonald
Eugene Melvin
Mid Columbia Amateur Radio Club
Gary and Janet Miller
Darrell and Winifred Mitchell
MOAA—Lower Columbia Chapter

Elizabeth Myers
James and Donna Newton
Oregon Paralyzed Veterans of America
Oregon State Elks Association
Oregon Veterans’ Home Gift Shop
Wilson V. Palmore
Pearl Harbor Survivors Assoc.
	 —Portland Chapter 1
Gerard Perrone
Mel and Norma Peterson
Bill and Judy Potter
Albert G. Powell
Quilters of Calvary Chapel
Sommer Rector
Regence Employee Giving Campaign
Carl Reindel
Robert Shaw
Duane and Beulah Shumway
Ross and Patty Shumway
Sally and Bill Shumway
M. P. Skillern
Myrle Smith 
Stephen Smith
Thomas R. Steffen
Trout Lake Quilters
Tom Vanderhoof
Gary Van Orman
VFW Auxiliary 2624
VFW Ladies Auxiliary 5638
WAVES National Unit 70 —Portland
Dave and Bonnie Welch
West Coast Airborne Assoc.
William and Marlene Wettstein
Gerald Williamson
Virginia L. Wood
Barbara Wright
Darlene Zoccola

The Department of Defense announced that 
additional campaign stars are authorized for 
wear on the Iraq Campaign Medal (ICM). 

   The campaign stars recognize a service 
member’s participation in DoD designated 
campaigns in Iraq.  

   Service members who have qualified for 
the ICM may display a bronze campaign star 
on their medal for each designated campaign 
phase in which they participated.  The stars will 
be worn on the suspension and campaign ribbon 
of the campaign medal. 

   The additional campaign phases and 
associated dates established for the ICM are: 

Iraqi Surge - Jan. 10, 2007 to Dec. 31, •	
2008. 
Iraqi Sovereignty - Jan. 1, 2009 through a •	
date to be determined.  
Four other phases, previously identified, •	
include: 
Liberation of Iraq; March 19, 2003 to May •	
1, 2003. 

Transition of Iraq; May 2, 2003 to June 28, •	
2004. 
Iraqi Governance; June 29, 2004 to Dec. •	
15, 2005. 
The “National Resolution” phase, which •	
began Dec. 16, 2005, has been determined 
to end Jan. 9, 2007. 

   Service members should contact their 
respective military departments for specific 
implementation guidance. 

Iraq Campaign Medal Eligibility Updated
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There’s an edge to his voice.
The soldier, we’ll call him Joe, 

stands before the group and tells a 
story of how life has been for him since 

returning from his deployment, and how he has 
changed. 

When Joe began speaking to the group, his 
tone was strong, the official staccato we expect 
when listening to a member of the Armed Forces. 
He tells of the things that trigger him – the 
potholes in the roads, the stalled cars in front of 
him or even just the oncoming traffic. 

They affect him. They take him back to 
Iraq… to Afghanistan – back to where his hyper-
vigilance was not only acceptable, but required. 
Required that is, if you wanted to stay alive.

You realize that the tone in Joe’s voice has 
changed as he revisits his past. There is an 
urgency, an intensity, an edge to his voice.

When he tells of getting angry while watching 
a televised movie, the fear it caused in his wife and 
children, and the looks in their eyes… his voice 
changes again. It cracks. It breaks. It bubbles with 
the tears that are welling up in his eyes. 

The tough soldier is gone. The wounded 
veteran remains.

This story is not an anomaly. In fact, for those 
who took part in the Oregon Partners In Crisis 
(OrPIC) meetings around the state in March and 
April, it was a common sight. 

OrPIC encourages system changes designed 
to promote recovery for individuals with mental 
illness. According to OrPIC, Oregon jails and 
prisons “have become default mental health 
treatment centers – a role they are poorly 
equipped to shoulder.”

The group began a series of meetings 
around Oregon in 2010 to help educate the law 
enforcement and judicial communities about the 
issues that many veterans are facing daily in their 
battles with trauma-induced mental illnesses. 

In these meetings, OrPIC gathered community 
providers to talk about the latest issues affecting 
Oregon veterans. One issue was the passage of 
Senate Bill 999. 

SB999 cleared a path for district attorneys to 
use veteran mental health diversion programs 
as treatment for law infractions as opposed to 
automatically jailing the offender. 

The Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
(ODVA) has worked tirelessly to help identify 
individuals with prior military service in order to 
deliver the services and benefits they have earned 
as military veterans. 

Part of ODVA’s efforts to find these veterans 
has been to work not only with traditional 
partners such as veterans groups, the Oregon 
Military Department and the Federal Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA), but to forge new non-
traditional partnerships with other entities and 
agencies which are intersecting with veterans 
upon their reemergence into the civilian world.

Oregon Partners (In Crisis) Seek to      
Aid Returning Troops and Veterans

One such partnership currently being worked 
on is a collaborative effort between ODVA 
and the Oregon Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV). The goal is to get veterans to self-identify 
themselves when registering for a new drivers 
license. Once they do, a small letter “V” will be 
placed on their license to help anyone working 
with them to identify them as a veteran, and to 
help them get the benefits they earned.

These non-traditional partnerships are key 
in finding veterans, and delivering the services 
they require. ODVA has also been working with 
other state agencies in non-traditional ways to 
help veterans. 

The Departments of Human Services, Justice, 
Revenue, and Corrections are just a few of the 
non-traditional partnerships working in the 
veterans’ best interest. The ODVA is also working 
with groups from County Mental Health, local 
law enforcement, community and faith-based 

groups to help reach out to veterans, and meet 
their needs.

Veterans today aren’t coming home and 
immediately enrolling in the VA system. They 
aren’t rushing out to their local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans or 
American Legion chapters to sign up. 

Instead, they are on Facebook, Twitter, My 
Space and any number of other faceless online 
communities. They are hidden in electronic 
camouflage, but they are out there.

The ODVA’s goal is to find these valued 
veterans… provide the best possible service for 
them, their dependents and their survivors and 
to ensure that they receive all the benefits they 
have earned through their military service to this 
country.

OrPIC vows to not let another generation fall 
through the cracks. We owe it to the Vietnam 
veterans; we owe it to all veterans.

We owe it to Joe.

After early defeats at the hands of the North 
Korean military, a rapid UN counter-offensive 
repelled the North Koreans past the 38th Parallel 
and almost to the Yalu River. The People’s 
Republic of China then came to the aid of 
Communist North Koreans and the fighting took 
on a more dangerous tone. 

The initial mobile campaign transitioned to 
trench warfare lasting from January 1951 until the 
1953 armistice. The names of each battle told a 
story: Inchon, Bloody Ridge, Heartbreak Ridge, 
and the enduring fighting on Pork Chop Hill. 
Aerial warfare through MiG Alley and elsewhere 
launched the first air battles involving jet aircraft. 
Because the North Korean Navy was not large, 

KOREA From Page 1

the Korean War had few naval battles; mostly 
the combatant navies served as naval artillery for 
their in-country armies. 

The threat of a possible nuclear world war 
eventually ceased with an armistice that was 
signed on July 27, 1953. The border between 
the Koreas at the 38th Parallel had been restored, 
which created the Korean Demilitarized Zone, 
a 2.5-mile wide buffer zone between the two 
countries. On May 27, 2009, North Korea 
unilaterally withdrew from the armistice.

For more information about the commemoration 
ceremony, contact “Red” Tietz, 503-655-7812 or, 
the Korean War Veterans of Oregon, dnldcoh6@
aol.com.

by Dan Long 
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The Oregon Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs worked 
with the Oregon Department 
of Motor Vehicles and the 
Oregon Legislature to bring 
you new  graphic designed 
veteran license plates for 
your vehicle. Now you can 
show your loyalty to your 
branch of service or display 
a medal earned.

Just visit your local DMV 
office and ask how you can 
get one of the new veteran 
license plates for your 
automobile. A portion of the 
money raised on the license 
plates is returned to the 
Oregon Veterans’ Home. 

DRIVE
PRIDE

with

An Oregon 
Soldier’s 
War Story

“I try not to cry.  I have never cried this much 
in my entire life.  Two great men got taken 
from us way too soon.  I wonder why it was 
them [and] not me,” wrote PFC. Ryan Hill of 
Keizer, Oregon on his MySpace blog less than 
three months before he was killed.  

On Jan. 20, 2007 an IED that was buried in 
the middle of the road detonated directly under 
his Humvee and killed him instantly.

His death is detailed in a new book, “They 
Fought for Each Other” by Army Times reporter, 
Kelly Kennedy.  The book is about a group of 
138 men from Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 
26th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division. 
They were constantly under fire in Adhamiya, 
Iraq and taking more casualties than any U.S. 
battalion since Vietnam.  

“There’s a price that’s paid for our freedom, 
and I think this (book) really helps you 
understand what really happens…not just the 
sacrifice that Ryan made, but every single 
person serving has made,” said Shawna Hill, 
Ryan’s mother.

On March 10, Hill presented Oregon 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Director Jim 
Willis with a copy of the book at the quarterly 
meeting of the agency’s Advisory Committee.  
Inspired by her son even before his death, Hill 
had been an advocate for positive change, setting 
up a scholarship funded by Ryan himself, for the 
Youth Challenge 
program.  

Hill continues 
promoting 
awareness with 
Kennedy’s book 
and her son’s story, 
highlighting the 
importance of 
both as it tells of 
the human cost of 
war. She feels that 
even though it is 
not easy to read, it 
should be a must for everyone.

“My mom did a great job with her lil’ hellion, 
yep that’s me,” wrote Ryan Hill of his mom. “A 
soldier is a soldier all his life. He is a magical 
creature. You can kick him out of your house 
but not your heart.  You can take him off your 
mailing list but not off your mind.  Soldiers 
are found everywhere…in love…in battle…in 
lust…in trouble…in debt…in bars and behind 
them.  No one else can get so much enjoyment 
out of a letter or clean clothes or a six-pack.  
When he wants something, it’s usually 30 days 
leave, music that hurts the ears, a five dollar 
bill…or a woman he can count on.”

The book is available at most bookstores 
and online retailers.

Left to right: Pfc. Ryan 
Hill, Pfc. Daniel Agami, 
Spc. Ruben Chavez and 
Spc. Stephen Breen in 
Baghdad in October 2006.
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VETERANS’ SERVICE OFFICERS
County	 Telephone Number	   Service Officer

Baker ......................................	 541-523‑8223	 .............................. Jane Chandler
Benton ....................................	 541-758-1595	 ................................Don Johnson	
Clackamas ..............................	 503-650-5631	 ......................Janice Harlan-Raisl
Clatsop .................................. 	 503-325‑2429	 ...................... Kenneth H. Rislow
Columbia ................................	 503-366-6580	 .................................. Joseph Pyle
Coos........................................	 541-396‑3121, Ext. 362	 ........................Mary Ann Sackett
Crook......................................	 541-447‑5304	 .............................. Angela Gilley
Curry ......................................	 866-298-0404	 ..........................Frank Van Meter
Deschutes ...............................	 541-385‑3214	 ........................ Keith Macnamara
Douglas ..................................	 541-440‑4219	 .............................Mary Newman
Gilliam ...................................	 541-384-6712	 ............................... Paul Conway
Grant ......................................	 541-575‑1631	 ....................... Bob Muenchausen
Harney.....................................	 541-573-6024	 .................................Anne Lessar
Hood River .............................	 541-386-1080	 .......................................... Vacant
Jackson ...................................	 541-774-8214	 ........................... Renee Burgdorf
Jefferson .................................	 541-475-5228	 ................................... Tom Weiss
Josephine.................................	 541-474-5454	 .................................Lisa Shipley
Klamath ..................................	 541-883‑4274	 ................................ Kathy Pierce
Lake ........................................	 541-947‑6043	 ..............................G. Don Boone
Lane ........................................ 	 541-682‑4191	 ..............................Joseph Reiley
Lincoln ...................................	 541-574-6955	 .................................... John Reed
Linn ........................................	 800-319-3882	 ................................Kim Grooms
Malheur ..................................	 541-889‑6649	 ...............................Bill Thomson
Marion.....................................	 503-373-2085	 .......................................... ODVA
Morrow ..................................	 877-999-8387	 ............................Linda Skendzel
Multnomah .............................	 503-988‑3620, Ext. 26123	 .............................. Katie Pereault
Polk.........................................	 503-373-2085	 .......................................... ODVA
Sherman .................................	 541-565-3408	 ............................... Paul Conway
Tillamook ...............................	 503-842-4358	 ...................................Steve Weld
Umatilla ..................................	 541-278‑5482	 ............................... Peggy Raines
Union .....................................	 541-962‑8802	 ............................ Byron Whipple
Wallowa..................................	 541-426‑3155, Ext. 241	 ............................Linda McIntyre
Wasco .....................................	 888-804-1817	 .......................................... Vacant  
Washington ............................	 503-846-3060	 ..........................Doug MacEllven 
Wheeler...................................	 800-982-1172	 ............................... Paul Conway
Yamhill ...................................	 503-434‑7503	 .................................. Debbie Gill

 
Service Organizations	 Telephone Number	 Service Officer
American Legion ...................	 503-412-4771	 .............................Greg Demarais
Blinded Veterans Association.	 541-265-9087	 ......................... Frank Armstrong
Disabled American Veterans  		 503-412-4750	 ...............................Salina Norton
Military Order of the Purple Heart	 503-412-4770	 ................................ Jennifer Burt
Paralyzed Veterans of America	 503-412-4762	 ......................................Ken Fink
Veterans of Foreign Wars........	 503-412-4757	 ......................................Jack Zule
 
 
State Offices-ODVA	 Telephone Number	 Service Officer
Salem  .....................................	 1-800-692-9666	 .......................... Jessica Garcelon
		  or 503-373-2085		  Leah Rickert
                                                                                                            	 Mitch Sparks
				    Gina Thomas
				    Jerry Wilson
				    Doug Yerke

Portland  .................................	  503-412-4777	 ........................... Deanna Erhardt
                                                                                                                                    Linda McMillan
                                                                                                                                         Ed Van Dyke

Campus Service Officers......	 503-373-2186	 ................................Dave Cooley
	    

Quarterly meetings of the Advisory Committee are held in the Director’s Conference Room, 
Oregon Veterans’ Building, 700 Summer Street NE, Salem, Oregon.

Special needs will be met for those who have a disability. For arrangements and meeting dates, 
please call 503-373-2383.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Joseph R. Howell
1780 NW Valley View Drive
Albany, OR 97321
541-990-4176

David Fairclo
20751 Amber Way
Bend, OR 97701-8510
541-382-8281

Charles E. Schmidt
PO Box 1394
Hines, OR 97738
541-573-3130	

Eugene J. LaBonte, Chair
8825 Hebo Road 
Grand Ronde, OR 97347 
503-879-5342

Gerard F. Lorang 
3914 SW Hewett Boulevard 
Portland, OR 97221-3103 
971-404-5154

Tino E. Ornelas
22504 SW Riggs Road
Beaverton, OR 97007-8467
503-844-9000	

Nanci L. Visser
13934 NW Meadowridge Dr.
Portland, OR 97229
503-614-8463

Kevin J. Owens
2249 Commercial St.
North Bend, OR 97459
541-756-2390

Irv Fletcher
1272 Mayanna Drive
Woodburn, OR 97071
503-981-4356

Magazine 
Subscriptions

Thanks to the generosity of donors to the 
Magazine Subscription Program, residents at the 
Oregon Veterans’ Home enjoy reading current 
magazines.

The individuals listed below have recently 
joined dozens of previous donors to support this 
meaningful program.  Their generosity is greatly 
appreciated by our veteran residents.

For information concerning the Magazine Sub-
scription Program, contact Linda Adams at the 
Oregon Veterans’ Home by calling 1-800-846-
8460 or 541-296-7152 or e-mail: adamsl@odva.
state.or.us.

new home. When reviewing Oregon’s veteran population 
demographics, the committee recognized the need 
to adjust its original plan by right-sizing the second 
veterans’ home and planning for a third in Roseburg to 
cover Oregon’s southwestern region. 

“I believe the committee’s proposal is the best plan 
to meet veterans’ needs,” Willis said. “We will begin 
working with the Legislature immediately to gain 
approval for a third home.”

ODVA also received proposals from Douglas County, 
Jackson County, Klamath County and Coquille. 

“The United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
has told us that Oregon needs 800 skilled-nursing beds 
for veterans in this state. Oregon has one veterans’ home 
in The Dalles with 151 beds,” Willis explained. 

“We are committed to ensuring that we meet the needs 
of our senior veterans and will continue to partner with 
the Legislature and communities for the care of Oregon 
veterans.”

HOME From Page 1

Robert P. Boyce
Barbara Wright

Helena Gundersen
Salem Emblem Club 543

The Governor’s Advisory Committee to the Director 
of the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs will hold 
its next quarterly meeting at 9:30 a.m. on June 2, 2010 at 
the Wildhorse Resort, 72777 Highway 331 in Pendleton. 
The public is invited.

The  nine-member Advisory Committee provides 
advice to the Director. Formed by statute in 1945, the 
Advisory Committee has played an important role in the 
effective administration of the Department and has been 
invaluable as an advisor to the Director.

Current Committee members are Eugene J. LaBonte, 
Chair, Joseph R. (Ryan) Howell, Vice Chair,Gerard 
(Jerry) F. Lorang, Secretary, David Fairclo, Irv Fletcher, 
Tino E. Ornelas, Kevin J. Owens, Charles E. Schmidt, 
Nanci L. Visser.

For more information about the upcoming Advisory 
Committee meeting, please contact the Oregon 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs at 503-373-2383. 

Advisory Committee 
to Meet in Pendleton
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