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Brief Grant Proposal for New Projects  
Library Services and Technology Act FFY2010 

 
This form is available for download in Microsoft Word on our web site via: 
http://www.oregon.gov/OSL/LD/grantmainalt.shtml.  Proposals not meeting the following 
conditions will be returned.  The form must not exceed this cover page and two pages of 
proposal content.  A page is defined as one side of a sheet of paper.  Use 12 point Times New 
Roman with one inch margins. The deadline for receipt of this proposal is 5:00 pm on Friday 
April 10, 2009.  Use form Appendix D if applying for a second or third year of funding. 

 
General Information 

 
 Project Title: Kindergarten Readiness: Reaching out to Latino and African American  
Families  
  

Applicant:  Multnomah County Library 
 
 Address:  205 NE Russell Street, Portland, OR 97212 
 
 Contact Person:  Renea Arnold, Early Childhood Services  Phone: 503.988.5458 
 
 Email: reneaa@multcolib.org  
 

Authorized by: Molly Raphael  Title:  Director of Libraries 
  

Signature:  ____________________________    Date:  ________________________ 
 
PLEASE INDICATE THE ANTICIPATED LENGTH OF YOUR GRANT PROJECT:  
(Check applicable boxes) 
THIS IS THE        1st YEAR  OF A   ONE YEAR GRANT PROJECT. 
     TWO YEAR 
     THREE YEAR 
 
For projects that are anticipated to be multi-year projects be sure to include an estimate of the 
funds anticipated to be needed for future years in the Section 4 budget discussion and Section 5 
grid. 
 
THIS IS PRIORITY _2_ OF THIS AGENCY'S PROPOSALS. 
 
This form must be received at the State Library no later than 5:00 pm on Friday, April 10, 
2009.  Faxed copies will not be accepted.  Mail or deliver one copy of your proposal to:  
  

Library Development Services 
Oregon State Library 

250 Winter St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-3950 

As a courtesy, the State Library asks that you email an electronic copy of your proposal to 
ann.reed@state.or.us.  This does not substitute for the signed, mailed copy. 



Appendix C – Brief Grant Proposal for New Projects 
 

C - 2 

Project Proposal 
Section 1. Insert the exact text of the single most relevant goal and high-level outcome from 

the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) Five-Year State Plan that will be 
addressed by the grant project.   

Goal#3- Fostering the Joy of Reading (All Oregonians experience the joy of reading and develop 
and maintain a high level of reading ability); High-level outcome: A. School readiness and 
educational performances are improved through library programming for children and young 
adults. 
 
Section 2. Describe the problem(s) that will be addressed by the proposed grant project. 
Multnomah County Library serves nearly one-fifth of the state’s population as it provides public 
library service to the 717,880 residents of Multnomah County (2008 Population Estimates, 
PSU). The most recent forecast is that the Portland Metro area will take in nearly a million new 
residents by 2030, a 46% increase from 2005 in an area that already has more racial and ethnic 
diversity than the rest of the state. The U.S. Census reports that 7% of Multnomah County’s 
population is under 5 years of age, with 23% younger than 18 years old. The U.S. Census reports 
that 14% of the population in Multnomah County is foreign-born (greater than the national 
average of 13%) and 19% speak a language other than English. According to data from the 2000 
Census and the 2007 American Community Survey, Multnomah County’s increasing diversity 
has surpassed the national trend. However, in many areas, including education, there are 
measurable differences in outcomes based upon race and ethnicity. Children of color and from 
low-income homes are underachieving at disproportionate rates. Children and families in 
Multnomah County face significant challenges to success: 24% of children in the County under 
18 years of age live in poverty and 48% of school-age children qualify for free or reduced lunch, 
an indicator of poverty. A recent report commissioned by the Black Parent Initiative, a 
community group formed to address the achievement gap in local schools, found that 79% of 
African American students enrolled in the County’s eight school districts qualified for free or 
reduced lunches. This study of Multnomah County school data recommends a shift in addressing 
the achievement gap: focusing more on prevention than intervention -- and starting the 
prevention even earlier. By the time African American students reach third grade, most are 
behind in their studies compared with Caucasian children in Portland. They rarely catch up. This 
new local study suggests the best way to narrow the gap is to “nip it in the bud before it begins.” 
Last year, although the library reached more than 300,000 children, parents, grandparents, and 
educators with its award-winning children’s and family literacy programs, attendance by African 
American and Latino families was significantly below expected participation rates, based on the 
County’s demographic profile.  
 
Section 3. Indicate the project goal that will address the problem in Section 2. List the 

quantified objectives that will be used to measure whether the goal is 
accomplished. Describe the specific activities that will be undertaken to meet 
each objective. 

The goal of this project is to ensure that young children from at-risk African American and 
Spanish-speaking families are ready to learn to read by kindergarten, and that these children 
receive the needed early literacy interventions and support to make the crucial transition from 
their preschool years to kindergarten. Outreach to and community partnerships with the faith 
community, local organizations, social service agencies, public housing, and media organizations 
are key components of this proposal. To accomplish this goal, library and Portland Public 
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Schools’ staff propose working together on the following eight measurable objectives: 1) by 
March 2010, hire a half-time Library Outreach Specialist (bilingual) to provide intensive early 
childhood literacy services to African American and Spanish-speaking families with young 
children living at or near the poverty line in a targeted Portland community; 2) by March 2010, 
partner with the targeted area’s elementary school personnel to arrange for family field trips and 
other kindergarten readiness activities hosted by the school. [Several schools are under 
consideration, for example, Humboldt Elementary serves 235 students; 60% are African 
American; 24% are Latino; and 96% are eligible for the free and reduced lunch.]; 3) by April 
2010, plan and promote family literacy and early literacy activities, such as parent education 
classes, interactive parent/child storytimes, and early literacy skill development activities; 4) by 
May 2010, begin regular weekly storytimes; 5) by June 2010, contract with a media consultant to 
develop a customized public service announcement that promotes library storytimes to Latino 
families, and purchase media air time on local Latino television networks (e.g., Telemundo, 
Univision); 6) by August 2010, assist with kindergarten registration activities to encourage 
families to enroll their young children in kindergarten in a timely manner; 7) by September 2010, 
create and distribute a printed bilingual literacy activity piece, featuring African American and 
Spanish-speaking families. Activities will focus on developing the six early literacy skills 
through adult/child interactions, such as treasure hunt for alphabet letters in the environment 
(print awareness), and new words treasure hunt using library picture books (vocabulary); and 8) 
by September 2010, begin monthly family literacy activities, offering incentives such as gift 
cards and culturally appropriate books. 
 
Section 4. Provide specifics about the project budget.   
In year one, a grant of $67,559 will be used to pay for: wages and benefits for a half-time Library 
Outreach Specialist ($31,602); library materials ($1,709) of giveaway books; supplies ($16,200), 
including crafts, a bilingual printed piece, and promotional items; travel ($1,080) including 
school bus transportation and mileage reimbursement; contractual services ($15,000) for a media 
consultant to develop an ad and purchase air time on local Latino television networks; and 
indirect costs ($1,968) calculated at approved rate of 3%. Local and partner shares include an in-
kind contribution of time (776 hours by 13 staff); supplies; and school bus transportation. In year 
two, a grant of $69,578 will be sought for the same budget categories. 
Section 5. Proposed project budget summary (Use this format – do not alter it): 

(Double click on the table to enter data. Before closing the table, be sure to scroll to the top of it) 
         
Item Local Cash Local In-kind LSTA Total
Personnel $0 $24,396 $23,941 $48,337
Benefits $0 $7,807 $7,661 $15,468
Travel $0 $500 $1,080 $1,580
Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0
Supplies $4,840 $0 $16,200 $21,040
Contractual $0 $0 $15,000 $15,000
Library Materials $0 $0 $1,709 $1,709
Total Direct Charges $4,840 $32,703 $65,591 $103,134
Indirect Charges $0 $0 $1,968 $1,968
Total Budget $4,840 $32,703 $67,559 $105,102  
Proposed second year LSTA amount: $69,578 Proposed third year LSTA amount: N/A  


