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Participants 
 
Mike Burton 
Bob Plame 
Scott McCrae 
Pegge McGuire 
Mike Caldwell 
Jim Willis 
Paula Brown 
Jim Booker 
Jack Heims 
Paul Evans 
Sen. Martha Schrader 
Elanna Schlichting (phone)  
Fritz Graham (phone) 
Juine Chada (phone) 
 
Introductions were made and Task Force staff presented an overview of Reintegration 
section of the Governor’s Task Force on Veterans’ Services and of SB 700 authorizing 
the Task Force and establishing its mission as developing and designing continuing 
regional veterans’ reintegration programs.  
 
The legislatively appointed members voted for Mike Burton and Sen. Schrader to act as 
co-chairs of the Task Force.  
 
A general discussion ensued regarding veteran reintegration. The following points were 
made: 
 
Director Willis reminded the Task Force that there were seven key findings in the 
Governor’s Task Force on Veterans’ Services Final Report regarding reintegration that 
were not added as recommendations, including homelessness. Director Willis said that 
the Task Force should start it work from that point and move forward.  
 
Paul Evans said that one of the issues is communication between governments. (NOTE: 
Evans had to leave the meeting early, but wanted to note that May 8 is Military Family 
Appreciate Day in Oregon and a day that the Task Force might be able to use to forward 
its agenda).  
 
Bob Plame noted that the Task Force should use the lessons learned from the Vietnam era 
and not make the same mistakes. He suggested that the Task Force find a way to quantify 
issues, such as suicide, homelessness and others so that the Task Force would know more 
about the group it is trying to serve. Further, Plame said he would like the Task Force to 



bring in young veterans who recently have been deployed on combat missions so they 
can tell the Task Force what they need and how they would like their needs addressed. 
 
Mike Caldwell noted that the Department of Human Services keeps statistics on veterans 
committing suicide. Director Willis agreed with Gen. Caldwell, explaining the document 
is called the Oregon Violent Crimes Reporting System. Director Willis also explained a 
program he has initiated to train veterans in suicide intervention so they can be called by 
first responders to non-violent veteran suicide emergencies to help. Col. McCrae 
confirmed that veteran calls to the suicide hotline were up 21 percent. It also was noted 
that 50-60 percent of the suicides committed by those engaged with law enforcement 
were veterans.  
 
Pegge McGuire explained that during the 3rd week of January there is the one-night 
homeless county done by each community. She also explained that some communities do 
a make a more robust effort than others, but there are statistics regarding veterans 
because the homeless are asked to self-identify and those that do can be counted.  
 
The Congressional Delegation was asked the status of the 90-Day Soft Landing bill and 
money for reintegration, which is thought to be between $500,000 and $800,000. The 
delegation noted that health care is consuming the debate on the Hill and once that is 
complete, these issues will be addressed. 
 
Jim Booker said that employment is a major issue and that 30 percent or more of the 
returning veterans are unemployed. He also noted that veterans older than 50 are having a 
very difficult time with employment.  
 
Senator Schrader was concerned that there is no consistent way veterans can have their 
military education transferred for college credit within the community college and higher 
education system.  
 
Mike Burton said that the American Council of Education has a guide to follow that 
shows how military education is translated into college credit. Scott McCrae agreed and 
called it the ACES Guide. Gen. Caldwell noted that there should be a work-ready 
certificate for veterans. Director Willis related that military specialties, such as Navy 
Corpsman, Army Combat Medic or Air Force Pararescue, go through such extreme 
training they should be able to easily be licensed in a similar position. Director Willis 
thought Rep. Greg Matthews submitted a bill to that end during the 2009 Legislative 
Session. Caldwell agreed. Staff noted that there was a bill, but it was watered down via 
amendment and that staff will locate the bill for the Task Force.  
 
McCrae noted that SB 700 asked the Task Force to regionalize reintegration efforts. 
McCrae said that he thought the first job of the Task Force should be defining what a 
region is and then determining what resources are in the region. He also noted that once 
regions are created and regional reintegration summits are held, there has to be a way for 
a region to move their issue up the chain to either the Legislature or a state agency for 
action.  



 
Director Willis noted that Lane County’s Vet Net already is a region unto itself and that 
veterans from Central Oregon were looking at that model to determine how to recreate it 
there.  
 
Burton went to the white board and outlined the process for the upcoming Task Force 
meetings.  
 
First, the Task Force must determine what a region is and he asked all the members to 
give that consideration.  
 
Second, there are a number of issues that fall under reintegration, but can be grouped as 
follows: 
 

• Employment 
• Education/Licensing 
• Family Issues 

o Suicide 
o Domestic Violence 
o Financial Concerns 

• Housing 
• Health Care 
• Veteran Benefits 

 
While Burton was outlining the major issues, Director Willis outlined resources that 
should be available in the regions, including: 
 

• Local Government 
• Service Organizations 
• County Veteran Service Officers 
• Armories 
• Local Employment Veteran Representatives 
• Disabled Veterans Outreach Program 
• Colleges/Universities 
• VA Health Care (VHA) 
• VA Benefits (VBA) 
• National Veteran Service Organizations 
• Non-Profit Organizations 
• Faith-Based Community 
• County Mental Health 

 
Sen. Schrader said that what is needed is a strategic roadmap that directs regional 
reintegration efforts. Task Force members agreed.  
 



Gen. Caldwell said that the Task Force needed to hear from the experts on the various 
issues so that the Task Force would have a starting point. Jack Heims said he could 
arrange for speakers from the federal VA to speak on veteran homelessness and suicide. 
 
The Task Force agreed to meet again on Dec. 3 tentatively at 10 a.m. Heims will work on 
establishing a videoconference between the Portland VA and the Salem CBOC so that 
those living in Portland would not have to drive to Salem for the meeting.  
 
Staff was directed to do the following: 
 

1. Locate Rep. Matthew’s legislation regarding veterans and licensing 
2. Obtain information on veteran suicide from DHS 
3. Obtain information veteran homelessness from OHCS 
4. Provide a map of Oregon  
5. Work with the Chairs on materials and issues for next meeting 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:12 p.m. 


