
Legislative Task Force on Veterans’ Transportation  
Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2010 
 
Attendees: Michael Ward, Chair 
  Mike Ward 
  David Fairclo 
  Fritz Graham 
  Tressa Perlicheck 
  Jim Palmer 
 
Via Phone: Matt Mumford 
  Elanna Schlichting 
  Cindy Howe 
  Angie Giley 
  Alina Aaron 
  Teresa Walker 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:06 p.m.   
 
There was discussion about two Legislative Concepts that were drafted on behalf of the 
Task Force.  Due to deadlines it was necessary for ODVA to submit concepts before the 
Task Force had completed their findings, however the concepts act only as placeholder 
legislation and final language will be submitted through the committee. 
 
There was discussion about an amendment to title 38, United States Code, to provide 
assistance to care givers of veterans.  This bill is being sent to the President for his 
signature.  Sections 305 and 307 of the bill address transportation issues. 
 
The committee identified some key findings: 
 

• Wheel chair transportation is lacking for veterans statewide 
• Transportation outside I-5 corridor is difficult for veterans 
• Sustainable funding source for veterans transportation is needed 
• Providing specialty care in the community would ease transportation needs 
• There is a lack of coordination between service providers and VA  
• Some veterans are Title 19 eligible and can use other means of transportation for 

medical needs 
• The State has surplus vans that could be used for veterans if federal policy would 

allow 
• Existing medical transportation brokerage system can be used for veterans 
• Home health, telemedicine and mobile units for veterans health care would 

decrease transportation needs 
• The Disabled American Veterans (DAV) van system needs support 



• There currently is no consistent system of moving veterans to and from medical 
appointments 

• Veterans do not know what transportation means are available currently 
• Some counties have little to no available transportation means 

(Crook/Harney/Lake/LaGrand)  
• There may be opportunities to partner with local economic development efforts 
• Private hospitals are being forced to pay the cost to transport veterans to VA 

facilities 
• There has to be a balance between quality of cost effectiveness of veterans 

transportation 
• An aggressive veteran outreach program will result in more veterans needing 

transportation 
 

The following requests for information came out of the brainstorming session. 
 

• Find out all the transportation options (ie: Dial-A-Ride, Greyhound, taxi’s) 
• What is the process the brokers use, from initial contact to final destination, to 

service customers? 
• Find out the federal statute mandating the VA to provide transportation for 

disabled veterans. 
 
The Task Force was instructed to brainstorm recommendations for the above findings and 
be ready to discuss them at the next meeting.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 
 
   


