Legislative Task Force on Women Veterans’ Health Care
Task Force Recommendations

1. Create dedicated in-patient psychiatric beds for women veterans in VISN 20

2. Increase dedicated residential beds for women veterans in VISN 20

3. Obtain and staff a mobile health-care unit for women veterans to be used in rural
and remote Oregon and Southwest Washington

4. Allow victims of Military Sexual Trauma (MST) to seek mental health counseling
and care with the provider of their choice at VA expense

5. Increase the number of qualified providers who provide gender-specific care
within the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) system

6. Require every Vet Center to have a sufficient number of certified MST counselors
to meet the increasing need

7. Encourage the VHA to export knowledge and expertise on women veterans’
health care to private and public sectors via continuing education classes

8. Require the VHA to fully fund women veterans’ health care initiatives, including
women veterans’ coordinator positions and mental health services

9. Require that minimum instruction on MST be included in all medical professional
curricula at all schools and universities

10. Create a social networking campaign on women veterans’ health care to reach
women veterans of all eras in all parts of Oregon

11. Create a 1-800 MST Hotline



