European Pine Shoot Moth

The European pine shoot moth, Rhyacionia buoliana, is a insect pest of pine.
The insect was first found in the United States in 1914 on Scotch pine in Long
Island, New York. The moth has since become widespread in North America,
helped in part by the movement of infested nursery stock. Within Oregon,
European pine shoot moth (EPSM) is considered a minor pest in landscapes and
infestations are uncommon in the nursery and Christmas tree industries. Three
states, including California, Hawaii, and Montana, currently have quarantines
effecting Oregon grown pine nursery stock or cut pine Christmas trees. These
states either require pesticide treatments or negative trapping within the growing
grounds of each nursery or Christmas tree plantation before shipment of pine.

Regulations

Pine (Pinus spp.) exported from Oregon to California, Hawaii, and Montana, are
required to be certified free of EPSM. Certification is based on selective
pheromone trapping on pine growing grounds and/or by chemical treatment of
nursery stock. Any person who anticipates shipping pine to California or
Montana, either directly or through a broker, on the basis of the trapping
program, must have all of their pine growing grounds (fields) trapped for EPSM.
Generally, locations trapped and found free of EPSM may be eligible for
certification. The Nursery and Christmas tree program provides this certification
service to licensed Christmas tree and nursery stock growers on an individual
request basis. An application for trapping must be completed for all of your pine
growing grounds. The Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) now charges for
EPSM trapping. A basic fee for each licensed nursery or Christmas tree grower
requesting EPSM trapping has been established at $85 per location (field) per
year.

California: To be eligible for certification your growing location must meet one of
the following conditions:

1. The location has been trapped by the ODA and found free of European
pine shoot moth during the previous and current seasons.

2. No more than two moths were trapped during the previous and current
seasons and the area was effectively treated during each season using an
approved insecticide and accurate records of applications have been kept.
Such record will include application date, insecticide name, EPA number,
insecticide concentration and applicator's name.

Pines from locations trapped and found positive are fumigated with methyl
bromide.
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Pine nursery stock to California and Nevada can be certified, even if your trap
catch is positive, provided no more than two moths were trapped during each of
the previous and current seasons and the area was effectively treated using an
approved pesticide.

Montana: To be eligible for certification your growing location must have been
found free of European pine shoot moth based on negative trapping data, or the
pine fumigated with methyl bromide.

Hawaii: Negative trap catches are not accepted for certification. Pine must be
fumigated with methyl bromide prior to shipping.
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