
 
 

Did you know…? 
 

Recent federal data indicated that 68 percent of all community college 
students and 40 percent of students at open-access, four-year colleges take at 

least one remedial course. 
 (Source: AACC Data Points, April 2014) 

  

 
Board of Higher Ed OKs tuition freeze for Oregon undergrads 
 

After years of sharp tuition increases, Oregon undergraduates have finally gotten a break. 
 
The State Board of Higher Education on Friday officially approved a tuition freeze for the upcoming academic 
year. 
 
The freeze for in-state undergraduates resulted from the last fall’s “grand bargain” between Gov. John Kitzhaber 
and the Legislature. Kitzhaber got more money for education while lawmakers won pension cuts for government 
employees and a bill that restricted most Oregon counties from regulating genetically engineered crops. 
 
It’s the first time tuition has remained in check since 2001. Back then, it cost less than $4,000 in tuition and fees 
to attend one of Oregon’s seven public universities. The average has since jumped to more than $8,000. 
 
Read the complete Associated Press article here: http://seattle.cbslocal.com/2014/06/06/board-oks-tuition-
freeze-for-oregon-undergraduates/  

 
ACCT latest action in Washington 
 

On June 10 the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education (L-
HHS-ED) held a markup on its FY 2015 funding bill. Discretionary base funding for the L-HHS-ED bill remains 
"level" to FY 2014, however the bill also includes $1.484 billion in "cap adjustment funding" that allows for some 
supplemental funding for several programs. Some of these increases include: 

• Pell Grants - $100 increase to the maximum award for 2015-16, to a total of $5,830 

• Workforce Investment Act State Grants - $36 million increase 

• Campus-based student aid - $50 million combined increase for SEOG and Federal Work Study 

• TRIO - $8.4 million increase 
 
In conjunction with the markup, the subcommittee released a summary of the bill, which may be viewed here: 
http://goo.gl/N4aNMe. Additional details will be available on Thursday when the FY 2015 bill is released during 
the full committee markup. A live audio-cast of the full-committee markup will be accessible here, time TBD: 
http://goo.gl/8PFXZy. 

 
The White House has provided a fact sheet regarding yesterday's Executive Order on the expansion of the Pay As 
You Earn repayment option to additional borrowers and renegotiation of servicing contracts. The fact sheet may 
be viewed here: http://goo.gl/KbycjX. 
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Governor Kitzhaber promotes new business growth through regional partnership 
 

Governor Kitzhaber signed a declaration of cooperation, creating the Regional Accelerator & Innovation Network 

(RAIN). Established in the South Willamette Valley, RAIN is a regional partnership that will promote university 

research through new startups and growing commercial entities. The network provides new businesses with 

financial assistance, business consultation services, and mixed-use spaces near existing university facilities. 

Partners of the initiative include the University of Oregon; Oregon State University; and the cities of Eugene, 

Springfield, and Albany, in addition to regional businesses. 

 

Read the governor’s press release here: 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/media_room/Pages/press_releases/press_052814a.aspx  

 
Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) and Subcommittee Meetings 
 

http://education.oregon.gov/Pages/HECC-Meeting-Materials.aspx 

 

Oregon Education Investment Board (OEIB) and Subcommittee Meetings 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/skilled_workforce/Pages/2014%20Meeting%20Schedule.aspx 

 

Oregon Workforce Investment Board (OWIB) Meeting Dates 
 
http://worksourceoregon.org/news/news-success-stories/34-state-workforce-board/about-oregons-workforce-
investment-board 

 
HECC-OWIB Joint Task Force Meetings 
 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/skilled_workforce/Pages/HECC-OWIB-Joint-Task-Force.aspx  

 
 

The Mission of the Oregon Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development is to contribute leadership 

and resources to increase the skills, knowledge and career opportunities of Oregonians. 
  

http://www.oregon.gov/CCWD/   503-947-2401 
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