Survey/GIS/Photogrammetry Draft
Summary of Issues and Concerns 12/2/01

After several meetings that included representatives from the Survey, GIS and
Photogrammetry communities, the following primary issues were identified. These
issues are a “work-in-progress” and do not necessarily all inclusive. They should be
considered a benchmark of understanding of where we are at this time.

1. Data: Geographic information has become far more accessible than in the past.
Professionals, decisions makers, and the public are using data from a wide variety
sources in ways that were not intended or appropriate, putting us all at risk.

2. Tools: New tools are providing professionals, decisions makers, and the public with
the means to collect, use, and integrate geographic information in ways that may be
inappropriate.

3. Definitions: There are not clear definitions as to what the various professions do,
and how they relate to each other.

4. Education/Communication: Professionals have not identified what the real problems
and concerns are, so rumors abound. Professionals also do not know what the
various statutes, AG opinions, and administrative rules are that impact the various
professions.

5. Disparate Activities: Professional organizations do not have a good mechanism
(process) for review of actions that affect other professional organizations.

6. Focus: Nobody really understands how big the problems are so it is hard to focus
on any specific issue.

7. Responsibility: When the public is put at risk due to problems with collection,
analysis, and dissemination of geographic information, there is no way to address
and resolve the problem.
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