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Presentation Overview

Agenda

• IWRS Introduction
• Project Timeline
•Outreach & Engagement
• IWRS Content
•Questions & Discussion



IWRS Introduction

Water Management in Oregon…
•18 state agencies
•10 federal agencies

•9 sovereign tribes
• Local governments
•Utilities



IWRS Introduction

•Oregon’s House Bill 3369 
(2009)
•Oregon Revised Statute 

536.220
•Oregon Water Resources 

Department leads 
development

• Include state & federal 
agencies, tribes, 
stakeholders, public

instream and out-of-stream
    …quality, quantity & ecosystem needs      
    …today and in the future



IWRS Introduction

How is the IWRS Used?
•High-level descriptions of water issues 

and proposed solutions

• Information about agency programs
•Agencies and stakeholders reference 

Recommended Actions to support 
funding or policy requests

•Create agency work plans



IWRS Introduction

2012
2017

2023

Oregon’s
 IWRS

3rd Edition



IWRS Update Timeline

JAN   FEB   MAR  APR  MAY  JUNE   JULY   AUG   SEPT   OCT   NOV   DEC

Public Input Draft IWRS Public 
Review

Public 
Review

Revise 
Draft

2023

2024

Final 
IWRS

JAN   FEB   MAR   APR



IWRS Project Teams

State Agency Project Team
• Dept of Agriculture
• Dept of Environmental Quality
• Dept of Fish & Wildlife
• Dept of Land Conservation & Development

Other
• Water Core Team
• Federal Liaison Team



Outreach & Engagement

•Facilitated Engagement
• 7 In-person Community Conversations
• 1 Virtual Community Conversation
• Culturally-specific conversations 
• 3 Youth-specific events

•Self-led Conversations
•Public Survey (9 languages)

Oregon’s 
Kitchen Table 

Summary 
Report

 July 17th



Outreach & Engagement

•Agency Survey
•Outreach/Consultation with Tribes
•State Agency Boards / Commissions



Outreach & Engagement

Public Survey (~1700 responses)
Themes
•More demands than water available
•Significant concerns about water quality & safety
•Availability during natural disasters
•Ability of streams/rivers to support fish and other 

wildlife
•Water rights: change vs status quo
•Access to safe & sufficient water is not equitably 

distributed



Outreach & Engagement

Agency Survey
Findings
• Limited familiarity with the contents of the IWRS

•Underutilized for communication guidance 
•Need more connections between agency programs & 

IWRS recommended actions
•Call for summary or overview

•Request for enhanced online/digital access to IWRS



Outreach & Engagement

Water Resources Commission Work Session
Changes to the IWRS
•Discussion about visionary vs specific actions

•Substantive change regarding climate, more emphasis
•Address how climate impacts are regionally different
•Accountability, identify the “who”
•Need for elevating the Strategy



IWRS 
Content 
Review



2017 IWRS Framework



2017 IWRS Framework

DATA, WATER 
SUPPLIES DATA, WATER 

DEMANDS

PRESSURES SOLUTIONS



2017 IWRS

Data & Public Access

Groundwater

Surface Water

Quantity & Quality



2017 IWRS

Water Rights

Measurement

Water Use in 
Agriculture

Contributions of 
Irrigated Agriculture



2017 IWRS

Navigation

Recreation

Fisheries

Hatcheries Ecological
Base Flows

Ecological-Elevated 
Flows

Need Instream 
Long-Term 

Forecast



2017 IWRS

Hydroelectric Conduit 
Hydroelectric

Water & Energy 
Conservation

Pumped Storage 
Systems



2017 IWRS

Water 
Management

& 
Healthy 

Ecosystems 
Recommended 

Actions

Agricultural-
Related Impact Drought 

Declarations

Drought 
Coordination Efforts



2017 IWRS

Well Construction 
Program

Levees

Dam Safety 
Program

Funding Programs



2017 IWRS

Soil & Water 
Conservation 

Districts

Watershed 
Councils

Locally-led 
Efforts



2017 IWRS



2017 IWRS

Allocation of 
Conserved 

Water Program Water Management & 
Conservation Plans 

(Municipal & Agriculture)

Storage

Water Quality 
Trading



2017 IWRS

Instream 
Water Rights

Instream 
Transfers & 

Leases

Invasive 
Species

Fish Screens, 
Passage,  
Barriers

Oregon Plan 
for Salmon & 
Watersheds

Oregon 
Conservation 

Strategy



2017 IWRS

Source Water 
Protection

Water Quality 
& Domestic 

Wells

Water Quality 
Pesticide 

Management 
Plan Pesticide 

Stewardship 
Partnership



2017 IWRS

State & Federal 
Funding Resources



2017 IWRS

What is missing?

•Historical context

• Tribal collaboration

• Climate change emphasis, including 
environmental justice implications

•Affordability and access

•Accountability, metrics for progress

• Reports & Initiatives since 2017 (e.g., 100-
Year Water Vision, Secretary of State 
Water Advisory Report, many others)



Questions & 
Discussion



IWRS Update Timeline

JAN   FEB   MAR  APR  MAY  JUNE   JULY   AUG   SEPT   OCT   NOV   DEC

Public Input Draft IWRS Public 
Review

Public 
Review

Revise 
Draft

2023

2024

Final 
IWRS

JAN   FEB   MAR   APR



What’s Next

•IWRS Draft development with inter-agency 
project team
•Review and comment on the 2023 IWRS Drafts 
(~October & ~January)
•Additional presentation to Board?

Contact: Crystal.A.Grinnell@water.oregon.gov
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