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Trying to figure it out…

• March 26 and 27: Calls related to PPE shortage
• Convened by Kaci Buhl, serving as an AAPSE representative
• Over 150 people participated, sharing their local perspectives

• Late April – May 7: Calls related to PPE shortage
• Convened by the Agrisafe Network as “think tanks”
• Widely attended (>100 per call) and informative
• Commissioner of VDACS attended, and initiated a letter with 

NASDA, to the National COVID Task-Force, led by Mike Pence
• Response came in two days, asking for advice about how to 

act on our recommendations
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https://aapse.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/P3744_RespiratorsinShortSupplyDuetoCOVID19NEW_AI0420KBrown.pdf

https://aapse.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/P3744_RespiratorsinShortSupplyDuetoCOVID19NEW_AI0420KBrown.pdf
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1. Alternative product or practice

2. Alternative respirator with MORE 
protection

3. Alternative respirator – re-usable, 
shared with others

3. Alternative applicator, such as a 
commercial operator if they have PPE

https://npsec.us/wp-content/uploads/200420-2-Respirator-Infographic.pdf
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Respiratory protection is
required by pesticide labeling 
only when inhalation toxicity is 

life-threatening.



Atrazine 
(herbicide)



Chlorpyrifos
(insecticide)



Paraquat
(herbicide)
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http://pesticideresources.org/wps/hosted/PERC-WPS-Respirator-Guide.pdf

http://pesticideresources.org/wps/hosted/PERC-WPS-Respirator-Guide.pdf


Leverage local expertise
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• University Extension Service –
County offices with agricultural experts 
http://npic.orst.edu/pest/countyext.htm

• Contacts for Pesticide Handlers –
Occupational safety & health 
http://npic.orst.edu/workermlr.html

• State Pesticide Regulators – Licensing, 
enforcement, label interpretation 
http://npic.orst.edu/reg/state_agencies.html

http://npic.orst.edu/pest/countyext.htm
http://npic.orst.edu/workermlr.html
http://npic.orst.edu/workermlr.html
http://npic.orst.edu/reg/state_agencies.html
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