SCRAPIE

SPECIES AFFECTED

Sheep and Goats

DESCRIPTION

Scrapie is a fatal, degenerative disease affecting the central nervous system of sheep and
goats. It is among a number of diseases classified as transmissible spongiform
encephalopathies (TSE). Infected flocks that contain a high percentage of susceptible animals
can experience significant production losses. Over a period of several years, the number of
infected animals increases, and the age at onset of clinical signs decreases, making these
flocks economically unviable. Animals sold from infected flocks spread scrapie to other flocks.

The presence of scrapie in the United States also prevents the export of breeding stock, semen,
and embryos to many other countries. TSEs are the subject of increased attention and concern
because of the discovery of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in cattle, the link between
BSE and variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCJD) in people, and feline spongiform
encephalopathy (FSE) in cats in Europe.

IDENTIFICATION

The National Scrapie Eradication Program provides free ear tags to sheep and goat producers.
Producers also have an option to purchase their own official ear tags/devices from approved tag
companies.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Scrapie is a mandatory reportable disease in Oregon.
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