
Oregon Agricultural Water Quality
2018 Compliance Program Report
The purpose of the Agriculture Water Quality Program (AgWQ) is to prevent and control water pollution 
from agriculture activities and to help achieve water quality standards. The Oregon Department of 
Agriculture (ODA) conducts investigations to determine compliance with agriculture water quality 
regulations. 

*Letter of Compliance

From 1998 through 2018, ODA issued 1,244 compliance actions. 

42 Compliance Cases Investigated Types of Issues

* Property was in compliance with water quality regulations
at the time of the site visit.
** Pre-enforcement notification indicating conditions on property
may not be consistent with the water quality regulations.

Riparian Sediment Nutrients PesticidesManure

Note: Cases often have multiple issues investigated. 

Compliance Actions Issued

*In-Field Determination:
In Compliance

** Fix-it Letter

** Water Quality Advisory

 Settlement Agreement

Notice of Noncompliance

1

** In-Field Determination: 
Pre-Enforcement

Civil Penalty

ODA SIA: 
3 (7%) Agency referral: 

18 (43%)

ODA 
observation: 
7 (17%)

Public written 
complaint: 
14 (33%)

2018
1998-
2018

*Letter of Compliance (initiated in 2004) 37 392

*In-Field Determination: In Compliance
(initiated in 2015)

7 45

**In-Field Determination: Pre-Enforcement 
(initiated in 2015)

0 14

** Fix-it letter (initiated in 2012) 5 58

**Water Quality Advisory 41 435

**Letter of Warning (discontinued in 2017) — 250

2018
1998-
2018

Notice of Noncompliance 5 35

Civil Penalty 0 12

Settlement Agreement 0 3
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ODA’s 96 site inspections resulted in 95 compliance actions. 
These totals include new cases and follow-up investigations 
for all open cases. 
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Strategic Implementation Area

Other Agency Referral

ODA Observation

Public Written Complaint

From the beginning of the AgWQ Program in 1998 through 2018, ODA has initiated a total of 1,053 compliance investigations on 
agricultural lands. The Strategic Implementation Areas (SIA) began in 2014 with two pilot SIAs. 

Willamette		            23	 663
Southwest		             8	 160
North-Mid Coast	             3	  82
Deschutes		             5	  82
John Day-Umatilla	             0	  28
Snake			              3	  30
High Desert		              0	   8

*Total Cases Investigated     42        1,053

Reporting area	 2018    Total to date      

1

Agricultural Water Quality Reporting Areas
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Compliance Investigations Initiated Per Year
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