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Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor

April 27, 2009

Representative Mitch Greenlick, Chair

Members of the House Committee on Health Care

Oregon State Legislature

Regarding:  HB 2850

Dear Chair Greenlick and Committee Members,

The Oregon Health Fund Board would like to issue concerns about HB 2850 and its proposed dash 2 amendment.  Although HB 2850 appears to be a well intentioned bill to drive a statewide plan for interoperable health information systems, we see potential for unintended consequences and legal confusion if this bill were to become law.

Areas of Concern:

· HB 2850 establishes the Task Force on Interoperable Electronic Health Information Systems within the Department of Human Services, consisting of 23 members appointed by the Governor. 

In March of 2008, a Governor appointed a 23-member Health Information Infrastructure Advisory Committee (HIIAC) was established by Executive Order.  The HIIAC has been working for over a year on developing a statewide plan for interoperable electronic health information exchange.  The Oregon Health Fund Board adopted the HIIAC recommendations into its plan for comprehensive health reform and HB 2009 and SB 452 reflect those recommendations for moving Oregon forward with respect to interoperable electronic health information exchange.

In particular, both HB 2009, and SB 452 would create an 11-member, Governor appointed, Senate confirmed HIT Oversight Committee, intended to replace the HIIAC as the governance structure, a necessary component of a statewide plan to receive funding under ARRA.  We believe it would be highly problematic if there was a duplicative Task Force set forth under law to develop a strategic plan for interoperable health information systems.

· HB 2850 establishes a hard deadline for the adoption of interoperable health information systems of December 31, 2015.

While we support the goal of moving forward on an aggressive timeline for statewide adoption of interoperable health information systems, we believe it is premature to set a firm deadline at this time.  The HIT Oversight Committee should have time to develop a plan and assess the appropriate time for setting a deadline.  If a deadline for adopting new systems provides an impetus to meet a minimum standard, rather than looking for long-term interoperability, the potential of the proposed deadline is to lower the quality of systems across the state, making interoperability more difficult.  

For these reasons, the Oregon Health Fund Board opposes HB 2850.

Sincerely,
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Carol Robinson

Interim Executive Director

Oregon Health Fund Board
Oregon Health Fund Board


1225 Ferry Street NE, 1st Floor


Salem, OR 97301


(503) 373-1779   


FAX (503) 378-5511











