Oregon Medicaid Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes February 23, 2011

OREGON MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE
February 23, 2011 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
General Services Building, 

Salem, Oregon

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Carole Romm, RN, MPA; Jim Russell, MSW; Karen Berkowitz, JD; Rhonda Busek; Mike Shirtcliff, DMD
PHONE PARTICIPANTS: Lenore Bijan; Ellen Gradison, JD
PRESENTERS: Tricia Tillman, Alberto Moreno, Cathryn Cushing
STAFF: Nicole Merrithew, Kai Guterman
VISITORS: Dayna Steringer, Rebecca Robinson, Venus Holder, Ellen Pinney
	TOPIC
	Key Discussion Points
	Follow-up Action
	Responsible Party

	Approval of Minutes
	A motion was made to approve the minutes as written. Minutes were approved.
	
	

	Legislative Update










	Nicole Merrithew updated the group on the current work of the Health System Transformation Team, in its efforts to change the health service delivery system in the state.

Kai Guterman provided an overview of the MAC legislative bill tracker document for the 2011 session, and introduced the group to bills relevant to the Medicaid program and vulnerable populations.
See handouts:
http://www.oregon.gov/OHPPR/MAC/docs/Meeting_Materials/2011_Materials/MAC_022311_Materials.pdf
	Update and distribute the MAC legislative tracker every 2 weeks.
	Kai Guterman

	Office of Multicultural 
Health, Community Health Worker Presentation
	Tricia Tillman and Alberto Moreno from the Office of Multicultural Health gave a presentation on the role of Community Health Workers (CHWs) and policy recommendations for integrating this model into the state health care system.

· Community Health Workers are trusted community members who promote health in their own communities, bridging gaps between communities and the health care and social service system.
· Core roles of CHWs include: providing cultural mediation between communities and the health care and social service system, providing culturally-appropriate and accessible health education and information, and assuring that people get the services they need.
· Benefits of CHWs include assisting individuals and families in obtaining and maintaining health insurance coverage, and reducing health care costs by reductions in unnecessary use of urgent care and improved self-management of chronic diseases.
· See handouts:

http://www.oregon.gov/OHPPR/MAC/docs/Meeting_Materials/2011_Materials/MAC_022311_Materials.pdf 
	Distribute the CHW presentation to MAC members and add to meeting materials posted online

	Kai Guterman
 

	Discussion of Guiding Principles for OHP program service efficiencies


	Committee members discussed the MAC Guiding Principles document, which will be given to DMAP as points to keep in mind as they make budgeting decisions. Additionally, the Committee can use the document as guidelines to frame its work moving forward.  
· The group discussed ways to create more flexibility in Medicaid reimbursed services to allow for additional services that meet human needs, which can be very cost-effective into the long-term.
· Members also discussed the importance of maintaining patient access to health care providers, while reductions are made to Medicaid reimbursements.

	Ask MAC members for additional feedback before finalizing the “Guiding Principles” document.
	Nicole Merrithew and Kai Guterman

	Tobacco Control Integration Project 
Presentation
	Cathryn Cushing from the Oregon Public Health Division updated the group on the Tobacco Control Integration Project, which seeks to implement systems, procedures, and policies that assist employees and populations served by DHS/OHA Divisions in reducing tobacco use.
· Economic status is the single greatest predictor of tobacco use. Americans living below the federal poverty line are 40% more likely to smoke than those living above the poverty line.
· Tobacco use disparities in Oregon: 33% of adults with income below $15,000 smoke, while 10% of adults with incomes above $50,000 smoke.
· A 2008 study concluded that living with adult smokers doubles the rate of food insecurity, and triples the rate of severe food insecurity.

MAC members provided feedback to the presentation on ways to limit tobacco use for low-income populations.
· See handouts:

http://www.oregon.gov/OHPPR/MAC/docs/Meeting_Materials/2011_Materials/MAC_022311_Materials.pdf
	
	

	Public Comment
	None
	
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 pm.  
	
	


Next MAC meeting: Wednesday March 23, 2011, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, General Services Building, Mt. Neahakhanie Conference Room, 1225 Ferry St. SE, Salem, Oregon 
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