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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
October 10, 2013, 6pm – 8pm 
Leftbank Building, Room 215 

240 N. Broadway, Portland, 97227 
  
 
Attendees: 
Chair:   Alberto Moreno 
Vice Chair:   Absent 
Commissioners:  Andrea Cano, Gil Carrasco, Carlos Perez, Cynthia Gomez, Lupita Maurer 
Guests: Andrea Miller, CAUSA; Linda Roman and Crystal Oullette, Oregon 

Latino Health Coalition 
Staff:   Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 
 
 
 I. Call meeting to order and roll call 

The meeting was called to order at 6:09pm. Introductions were made.  A quorum was 
established. 

 
II. Adoption of the Agenda 

MOTION (Carrasco/Perez): To approve the agenda. CARRIED. 
  
III. Approval of Minutes from 8/29/13 meeting  

MOTION (Perez/Carrasco): To approve the minutes with Commissioner Cano's changes 
incorporated. CARRIED. 

  
IV. Chair’s Report and Commissioner Reports  

Chair Moreno waived his time to report in favor of ensuring the guests could participate. 
 
Commissioner Parker: Judy shared copies of the City of Portland's proclamation honoring 
Hispanic Heritage Month on 9/25. She also attended a human trafficking discussion with 
other OAC Commissioners, and Assistant U.S. Attorney Hannah Horseley. 
 
Commissioner Parker noted that one of the statutory duties of the OCHA (ORS 185.330) is to 
“Encourage Hispanic representation on state boards and commissions.” In support of this she 
is reviewing the most recent appointees to Oregon’s boards and commissions and has drafted 
a letter of congratulations that would be sent to each new board or commission member 
ACTION: The Commission reviewed the letter and approved it by common consent.  It will 
be sent to the new Board and Commission members on OCHA letterhead.  
 

John A. Kitzhaber, Governor 
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Chair Moreno asked that Frank Garcia and the Governor directly be copied. It was also 
suggested that a direct thank you letter to the Governor for supporting diversity on Oregon's 
boards and commissions.   
  
Commissioner Carrasco briefly discussed a legal case, Mount Holly Gardens Citizens in 
Action, Inc. v. Township of Mt. Holly, concerning the Fair Housing Act. Commissioner 
Parker will follow up with the Oregon State Bar and the Hispanic National Bar Association 
to see if they would support submitting an amicus brief that he has offered to write for this 
case. 
 
Commissioner Cano was invited to speak at a Clackamas County event in honor of Hispanic 
Heritage Month. She said the group, who had Commissioner Ventura as a past speaker, is 
interested in collaborating with OCHA. 
 
Commissioner Gomez attended the 9/6/13 Environmental Justice Task Force (EJTF) meeting 
with Lucy and a PSU student. It was very productive and informative; the Task Force heard a 
very compelling presentation on the lack of monitoring and air quality for a number of 
schools in the Portland area serving primarily communities of color including Cesar Chavez 
school. The OCBA is also interested and may reach out to OCHA about collaborating on this 
effort.  
 
The EJTF meets quarterly, and the next meeting will be in March 2014. Commissioner 
Carrasco was familiar with a situation in Northwest Portland, concerning poor air quality 
around the Chapman School because of a manufacturing plant, ESKO. The Clean Air 
Coalition and Neighbors for Clean Air identified this issue and have an agreement with 
ESKO. Other schools, such as the César Chávez School in North Portland, are exposed to air 
toxins but have very little support or capacity to have good neighbor agreements with plants 
producing the toxins. Commissioner Gomez is making herself available for any resources 
and/or questions about this. 
 
Commissioner Maurer is meeting with Rob Drake, City Manager for Forest Grove. He is 
holding Town Halls in Spanish so as to be inclusive of the Latino community and they are a 
success. He also has all the flyers and mailings from the city translated into Spanish. He 
would be happy to come speak to the OCHA if that is of interest. 
 
Commissioner Perez relocated to central Oregon recently and is establishing his roots there.  
 
Commissioner Cano received an email from Bradley Porterfield of the Latino Community 
Association in Bend. He asked if the OCHA was considering hosting a meeting in Central 
Oregon this year. 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Diversified Builders and Engineers Council (DBEC) and Letter of support: review of 
ODOT response - Lucy 
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All Commissioners received a copy of ODOT's response from Director Matthew L. Garrett. 
Commissioner Cano noted that Senator Shields asked to meet with Director Garrett.  
Commissioner Carrasco would like to see the letter Ms. Alcantar received.  Lucy will send 
OCHA's letter and Director Garrett's response to Ms. Alcantar/DBEC along with a note 
saying the OCHA wanted her to be aware of the letter they sent on her behalf, and also 
wanted to make sure she saw the response the OCHA received and is there anything more 
the OCHA can do? 
 

B. OCHA Strategic Planning session: 
i. The OCHA wants to conduct an environmental scan of the Latino community in Oregon 

and have the results analyzed before the strategic planning session in December. 
Commissioner Cano confirmed that OLAA used Survey Monkey for the survey they 
administered in 2010. They were able to create the survey in English and Spanish. 
Chair Moreno reviewed the OLAA survey and feels it is close to meeting their needs. A 
10-question Survey Monkey survey is free; the ability to create longer surveys requires 
an upgrade which will cost approximately $200 for 12 months. 
 
Lucy confirmed that OACO will purchase the enhanced version of Survey Monkey 
using General Fund.  It will be a good support to OCHA’s planning and the other 
Commissions as well. 
 
Chair Moreno’s new assistant, Crystal Oullette was introduced. Crystal shared a draft 10 
question survey she had prepared as an example of how the OCHA survey might look.  
The goal of the survey is to learn the top 5 priorities for the Latino community in 
Oregon. 
 
Chair Moreno also introduced Linda Roman, of OLHC, who works on healthcare policy 
for Latinos. The pre-natal care for all women in Oregon law went into effect October 1st, 
2013, and is considered to be a big success for the community. 
 

ii. December date, location, time, facilitator 
Lucy is working on identifying a facilitator. Guadalupe Guajardo, who is not available, 
suggested that OCHA focus on preparing its work plan around specific areas and issues, 
including conducting an environmental scan. 
 
It was agreed that the strategic planning session would be Friday, 12/13/2013, from 12- 
4pm, in a location as yet to be determined. Staff will work on learning more about video 
conferencing as a possible option for those Commissioners and community members 
who live outside of the Portland area.  

 
C. Update on CAUSA, Andrea Miller - Executive Director.  

Chair Moreno introduced the new Executive Director of CAUSA, Andrea Miller. She 
discussed the process currently going forward to certify the Driver’s Card for a referendum 
vote.  On May 10, 2013, Oregonians for Immigration Reform began collecting signatures 
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to place the Driver’s Card issue into voters’ hands. They recently submitted the signatures 
to the Secretary of State’s Office. The procedure of verifying the signatures is now going 
forward over the next 30 days, with 3 SOS staff working with members of the Safe Roads 
Coalition observing process of signature verification. The issue will need 58,142 signatures 
to qualify. There has been a tremendous response from many organizations to observe the 
process. Data entry begins next week of all the verified signatures. Currently the Driver’s 
Card legislation will go into effect January 2, 2014; but if the required number of 
signatures is met, there will be a referendum vote which will be held in the November 2014 
election. The implementation of the Card would be delayed until the outcome of the vote is 
known.   There are large coalitions engaged on the issue during that time. 
  
CAUSA is among the Coalitions supporting the Drivers Card.   
 
The Commission thanked Ms. Miller for her time and presentation on the signature 
gathering process. 
 
Commissioner Cano confirmed that the Commissioners do not have any edits to the 
DMV’s brochure regarding the short-term driver’s license. She will convey the OCHA's 
sentiments. 

 
 VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Setting regular OCHA meeting time, every other month 
This item was tabled until the December 13 meeting. Staff will put together a Doodle 
survey to help narrow down the meeting date and time options. Chair Moreno wants to 
make sure the meeting location is accessible to the community. 

 
VII. Administrator’s Report 

A. Key Performance Measures (KPMs) for 2014 – Oregon Legislators established KPMs for 
all government agencies eight years ago. Agencies are required to conduct surveys and 
report on their KPMs, every other year at least.  
 
All four Advocacy Commissions are working on strategic planning this year.  Unless a 
Commission objects, Lucy plans to administer the next KPM survey of Commissioners in 
the Spring of 2014 and tie it to the Strategic Plans of the Commissions and OACO.  This 
would put the KPM survey on a biennial basis.   

 
B. Public Policy Internship ideas 

Chair Moreno noted the State conducts a farmworker enumeration study and a new report 
was published approximately 5 months ago. The Oregon Health Authority’s Office of 
Equity & Inclusion (OE&I) hired Dr. Alice Larson to conduct a recent enumeration study. 
Chair Moreno will invite OE&I to present to the OCHA.  
 

4 
 



  

Commissioner Cano agreed that farmworker housing, social services, and working 
conditions were areas of particular importance to the Commission and many legislators 
including Rep. Gallegos. 
 
Chair Moreno, who at one time was the Migrant and Seasonal Farmworker Health 
Coordinator, conducted an analysis to determine what the top 10 chronic illnesses are for 
this community, and the housing conditions available. He suggested that OCHA could 
advocate for expanding this survey as there are other issues of great importance to this 
community. 

 
 VIII. Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 
 

IX. For the good of the order 
Commissioner Carrasco noted that the Federal Bar Association is meeting in Portland at the 
Hatfield Federal courthouse on 11/15/13 and he will be speaking. The day-long event will 
cover various topics concerning civil rights. 

  
Crystal Oullette is interested in job shadowing any Commissioners as part of her 
professional development. Please contact her if you are willing to have her shadow you. 

 
X. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:49pm. 
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