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Meeting Minutes 

Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 

Wednesday, July 18, 2012,  

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Portland State Office Building, 800 NE Oregon St., Room 615  

Portland, OR 97232 

 

ATTENDEES: 

Chair:   Stephen Ying 

Vice Chair:   Mari Watanabe 

Commissioners:  Ping Khaw-Sutherland, Jennifer Kleskie, Michelle Vlach-Ing (phone), 

Rep. Gene Whisnant 

Staff:    Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 

Guests:  Joseph Santos Lyon, Anselmo Villanueva, Lily Ye 

 

 

I. Introduction of Commissioners/Guests 

The meeting opened at 10:09AM. Commissioners and guests introduced themselves. 

A quorum was established. 

 

II. Review and Adoption of Agenda 

The agenda was adopted by consensus. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes and Notes from last meetings 

January 2012 Minutes edits: 

 Page 3, Item VII., 3
rd

 paragraph: Add “American” after “Japanese”. 

 Page 3, Item VII., 3
rd

 paragraph: Change “White House” to “Congressional” 

 

May 2012 Notes edits: 

 Page 2, Item IV, change heading of “Commissioner Khaw-Southerland” to 

“Khaw-Sutherland”. 

 Page 2, Item IV, 2
nd

 bullet under Commissioner Khaw-Southerland, change 

“Shaw” to “Shah”. 

 

MOTION (Watanabe/Sutherland): To adopt the January 2012 OCAPIA Minutes 

with edits. CARRIED. 

 

MOTION (Whisnant/Watanabe): To adopt the May 2012 OCAPIA notes with 

edits. Vlach-Ing Abstains. CARRIED. 
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IV. Leadership Report:  

The Joint Forum of the Oregon Advocacy Commissions on June 27, 2012, was well 

attended and successful. The OCAPIA Commissioners expressed interest in having 

more Joint Forums regularly. Rep. Whisnant offered to  propose legislation that Joint 

Commission meetings become part of the statutory work of the Advocacy 

Commissions and the OACO. This could be proposed in September as a committee 

bill. It was suggested that interested Commissioners meet with Jan Nordland, of the 

House General Government Administrative Committee. This topic will be discussed 

at the upcoming Joint Chairs meeting.  The OCAPIA members thanked Rep. 

Whisnant and indicated their positive interest in having him prepare a legislative 

concept to that effect.  Such a statutory change would allow the Commissions to 

conduct business at Joint Commission meetings and show their interest in 

collaborating between Commissions. 

 

Vice Chair Watanabe inquired of the Executive Appointments office if any OCAPIA 

Interest forms have been submitted. She has not heard back from them yet. 

 

It was noted that OCAPIA Commissioners attended several Asian and Pacific 

Islander events around Oregon in the past two months. 

 

It was noted that the results of the Travel Portland Multicultural Survey report, 

released approximately six months ago, did not reflect opinions from the Asian and 

Pacific Islander community. A meeting with OCAPIA leadership and Travel Portland 

is scheduled for August 8, 2012. All OCAPIA Commissioners are welcome. 

 

V. Administrator’s Report – Lucy 

Interns: Joanna Blackthorn, who is researching education gaps, is the Oregon 

Advocacy Commissions’ first PhD-level intern. Starting in September she will be 

mapping models that have been shown to work in reducing education gaps among 

students of color from pre-k through college. This will become a tool for 

policymakers and educators alike. The OCHA is leading on this internship. 

 

Website transition: All OAC web pages have migrated to Sharepoint. Lucy, Nancy 

and Commissioner Khaw-Sutherland met to discuss the design of the website and also 

a brochure. Each Commission will have its own brochure. 

 

Voter Registration project: Commissioner Kleskie and Lucy met with APANO re: 

voter registration and ballot initiatives. Commissioner Parker, of the OCHA, is 

involved in the Secretary of State’s New American Voter Registration project, to get 

new Americans registered at their naturalization ceremony.   She  can share 

information with Commissioners who are interested.  Just let Lucy or Nancy know if 

you would like to learn more. 
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Budget: Chair Dixon, of the OCBA, and Lucy presented the OACs budget for the first 

time to DAS’ internal budgeting team. It was well-received. The OAC submitted two 

Policy Option Packages as well: one for Commissioner travel reimbursement and one 

for a Leadership Development Work Study student (through PSU’s Students of Color 

Association. 

  

Commissioners felt comfortable with the budget but did want more time to review it.  

The Agency Request Budget (ARB) for the legislature is due at the end of August.  

OACO will set phone conferences for Commissioners to review and ask questions 

about the budget or the short and long term plans of the OACO.  These are both 

components of the ARB. 

 

VI. Old Business  

The Action Item List was reviewed and will be updated. 

 

VII. New Business 

“Meet Our Minority Commissions and Chambers” event at Pittock Mansion: 

OCAPIA will invite the other Advocacy Commissions to attend. 

 

November meeting date: It was agreed that the regular OCAPIA meeting scheduled 

for November 21
st
 will take place. 

  

1882 Apology event at Lan Su Chinese Garden: The apology for the Chinese 

Exclusionary Act of 1882, which excluded Chinese immigrants from US citizenship 

and voting was approved by the US Congress in October 2011. An event is planned to 

acknowledge this apology, only the fourth made in U.S. history. Chair Ying will 

reach out to the CACA to ask about acknowledging the apology to the Japanese for 

internment during World War II and the apology to the Chinese for the 1882 

Exclusion Act. The event will tentatively take place on October 13, 2012. 

 

OCAPIA donation guidelines and process: the process for organizations requesting 

donations from the OCAPIA was discussed. It was suggested that a formal letter of 

request be submitted, and then OCAPIA will vote on the request. A guiding principle 

would be that the request must be connected to the OCAPIA’s mission and 

supporting diversity. 

 

Commissioner Sutherland will send Vice Chair Watanabe the APACC’s guidelines, 

so as to develop a draft of OCAPIA’s guidelines for reviewing donation requests. 

 

Nancy will set up a Google calendar and invite all Commissioners to it so as to post 

dates of upcoming events of interest to the OCAPIA. 

 

PBA Job Research: This item was deferred to the next OCAPIA meeting on 

Wednesday, September 19
th

, 2012. 
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VIII. Adjourn 

MOTION (Watanabe/Ying): move to adjourn the meeting. CARRIED. 

The meeting adjourned at noon. 


