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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 

August 16, 2011 

11:30am – 1:30pm 

Portland State Office Building 

800 NE Oregon St., Rm 1D 

Portland, OR 97232 

 

ATTENDEES 

Acting Chair:  Simeon Mamaril 

Chair:   Carol Suzuki 

Vice Chair:  Stephen Ying 

Commissioners:  Moinuddin (Mosh) Shaik, Mari Watanabe, Senator Jackie Dingfelder 

Staff:   Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 

Guests: John Joo, APANO; Simon Tam, The Slants;  

Frank Garcia, Jr., Office of Diversity and Inclusion 

 

I. Call to Order  

Acting Chair Mamaril called the meeting to order at 11:40am. 

The Commissioners introduced themselves and welcomed guests 

 

John Joo from APANO joined the meeting by phone.   

 

II. Adoption of Agenda and Minutes 

Commissioner Ying asked to add an update about his recent activities. John Joo 

from APANO asked to be added to the agenda to discuss voter registration.   

 

Motion: (Ying/Watanabe)  To Adopt the agenda as amended. Carried. 

Motion: (Suzuki/Dingfelder)  To Adopt the minutes. Carried. 

 

III. OCAPIA Business and Commissioner Reports 
A. John Joo, APANO 

John introduced himself and congratulated the new Commissioners. He 

explained that as a result of the voter registration project collaboration with 

OCAPIA, APANO was able to reach more counties across the state, and 

work to engage communities in outlying locations. APANO will be 

continuing the voter registration effort in 2012 and wishes to collaborate 

with OCAPIA again. 

 

The Commissioners thanked John for his report and looks forward to 

working with APANO on voter registration and information. 
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B. Report from the Seattle Conference of White House Initiative on Asian and 

Pacific Islander Affairs’ (WHIAPI) Sustainable Growth Summit. 

Commissioners Mari Watanabe and Stephen Ying 

Commissioners Watanabe and Ying reported on their experience at the 

Seattle Conference. Both Commissioners attended a special reception on 

July 7
th

 and met Chris Lu, the Assistant to President Obama, and also one of 

the highest ranking Asians in the Obama Administration. They were also 

able to meet Kendee Yamaguchi, Administrator of the Washington 

Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (WCAPIA). Chris Lu 

gave the keynote and shared that the Asia population is the fastest growing 

population (but not the largest population of color), even faster than Latinos. 

Calvin Goings, Region XI Administrator of the U.S. Small Business 

Administration used Portland-based Kettleman’s Bagels as an example of a 

growing business. 

 

The Commissioners attended a number of workshops including Growing 

Jobs and Growing Communities; Community Health Centers focused on 

improving health outcomes in one’s community and addressing disparities; a 

Green Energy workshop about alternate forms of clean energy; and EB-5, 

the Immigrant Investor Program. 

  

Commissioner Ying attended an invitational reception with Chris Lu and 

learned how the Obama Administration is working to promote Asian and 

Pacific Islander Affairs.   

 

The Commissioners spoke with Kendee Yamaguchi and Chris Lu about the 

possibility of hosting a White House Initiative on API in Portland.   They 

both were interested and Mr. Liu noted that he would be willing to speak at 

the event. 

  

Carol Suzuki noted that she and Lucy had a productive follow-up phone call 

with Kendee Yamaguchi regarding opportunities for partnership with 

WCAPIA. There was discussion about fundraising opportunities including 

inviting Chris Lu to be a speaker.  

 

Commissioner Ying discussed national efforts to request an apology from 

the Federal government regarding the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act  which 

suspended Chinese immigration.   He requested all interested 

Commissioners to write a letter requesting the  apology.  He has contacted 

former Governor Atiyeh and Barbara Roberts on the matter. Senator 

Dingfelder noted that she will explore whether a resolution from the Oregon 

legislature on the subject would be appropriate. 
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ACTION: Commissioner Suzuki committed to following up with the Senate 

President’s office regarding bill drafting and appropriateness. She will also 

follow up with the congressional office as to timing on drafting the bill. 

 

Commissioner Ying invited everyone to the Asian American Youth 

Leadership Conference, which brings 575 students from 45 high schools in 

Oregon. He also went to the MacLaren Youth Correctional Facility’s Asian 

and Pacific Islander culture celebration today and represented the 

Commission. Asian and Pacific Islanders make up 1% of the population at 

the MacLaren Center. Commissioner Ying will bring other commissioners 

with him next year. 

 

C. OCAPIA Intern Report:  National overview of Environmental Justice efforts 

of state and local API Commissions. 

Debra Porta, MS Student, PSU Hatfield School of Government reported on 

the work of her Master’s Independent Study  internship with OCAPIA.    

She described her research regarding API groups nationally that have taken 

action on environmental justice issues. After consulting with the White 

House Initiative on API leadership regarding the subject, she contacted API 

Commissions and governmental agencies across the country asking what 

they action they were taking around environmental justice. 40% of those 

contacted responded with information on their efforts much of which is 

based in California. OSHA is now involved in moving API lead initiatives 

forward in California. 

 

The main focus in California is on the nail salon industry and women of 

Asian descent.  Many of the API Commissions Debra contacted nationally 

were interested to hear what direction OCAPIA may plan to pursue in 

Oregon on API focused environmental issues. 

 

During discussion the following points were made: 

It is hard to find funds from the legislature to fund environmental justice 

issues. There is an Environmental Justice Commission, but there are just two 

toxicologists for the entire state of Oregon. The DEQ has a vigorous toxics 

reduction program, but again, little funding, and there is just one person. 

 

Oregon has the strictest levels of controls for the amount of mercury 

allowed in fish. APIs consume a lot of fish. Native Americans are also 

known for high fish consumption. There is interest the possibility of 

collaborating with the Native American population. 

 

OCAPIA is interested in having someone from DEQ come to speak about 

the fish consumption and toxics.  They consider the perspective of the API 

community to be important in environmental justice. 
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The White House is interested in this subject and is using the term 

“environmental health. The EPA and many community organizations are 

already interested. There are many opportunities for partnering. 

 

Commissioner Shaik noted that his Master’s thesis is about what effect cars 

are having on the environments and on drinking water. He is interested in 

working with Debra if she is interested.  

ACTION: Commissioner Shaik was asked to share his thesis with OCAPIA.  

 

Senator Dingfelder asked Debra Porta to forward to  her any information she 

has on legislation on nail salons in California. Ms. Porta is interested in 

continuing on with her work for OCAPIA. The Senator is interested in 

serving as a co-field supervisor but needs to hear more about the time 

commitment involved. Rep. Lew Frederick can share his experience as a co-

field supervisor. 

 

Senator Dingfelder met recently with the Governor’s office regarding 

environmental health and thinks there may be opportunities there as well.  

 

The Commission thanked Debra for her excellent internship and report.  

They hope to continue working with her as an intern again soon for her MS 

thesis topic. 

 

D. Discussion of request by Simon Tam for Commission support of copyright 

efforts for the name of his band: The Slants 

Simon Tam introduced himself.  He is the manager and a performer for The 

Slants, and an active member of APANO. He and his dance band perform at 

numerous API events around the state and nationally. The Slants perform at 

more than 125 events across North America each year. Simon also travels 

the country presenting workshops on race and discrimination. 

 

Eighteen months ago an attorney recommended The Slants file for a 

trademark to protect their brand. The Trademark Office rejected the request 

saying the name is offensive to people of Asian descent. Other attorneys 

have gotten involved, and over 250 pages of evidence gathered in support of 

The Slants being awarded a trademark for their name, but the Trademark 

Office has rejected the application two more times. The situation made the 

front page of the Oregonian.  

 

Simon is seeking support to have the trademark approved, because he 

believes Asian American heritage is not represented within the Trademark 

Office staff.  
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The Commission thanked Mr. Tam for his presentation.    

 

Discussion followed regarding the lack of API and other professionals of 

color within the US Trademark and Patent Office.   The OCAPIA feels that 

the lack of diverse viewpoints contributes to the negative decisions from the 

Patent Office that The Slants have received.    

 

Motion: (Ying/Watanabe): Write a letter to the Trademark Commission 

and engage them in a discussion about diversity and inclusion. Carried. 

 

The letter will express that the OCAPIA is concerned about a lack of 

diversity, and the letter may also quote Obama’s decisions about who he 

appoints on the bench. Administrator Lucy Baker is comfortable drafting a 

letter, and she will work with Frank Garcia, Jr., Director of the Office of 

Diversity and Inclusion to draft a letter for OCAPIA’s consideration. 

 

E. OCAPIA Priorities, programs, and fundraising events for 2011 

Acting Chair Simeon Mamaril presented the two OCAPIA banners. They 

will be kept in the OAC Office, and commissioners are welcome to use 

them. He also presented a map from the Oregonian newspaper that 

illustrated the physical enormity of people who fall under the description of 

Asian and Pacific Islanders. 

 

It was noted that May is Asian and Pacific Islander month and this may be a 

good month for a fundraiser. 

 

The annual Federation of Philippine American Chambers of Commerce 

meeting will be in Portland on August 18, 19 and 20
th

.  The Commissioners 

agreed it would be good to represent the OCAPIA at the meeting. 

ACTION: Acting Chair Mamaril will send information about the Federation 

meeting to the other Commissioners.  

 

Due to time constraints, the Commissioners agreed to move on to election 

and table the table the remaining two agenda items (Fundraising; and 

Philippine and Japan Council General’s interest in meeting with the 

Commissions 

 

F. OCAPIA Elections for Chair and Vice Chair 

 

Before electing officers, the Commission reviewed the open positions on the 

OCAPIA.   The next round of appointments will be in September, so it is 

important to review and recommend appointees to Kendall Clawson’s office 

immediately.    
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Commissioners Patrick Sieng and Khalid Wahab have resigned creating 2 

open positions and Carol Suzuki noted that her term ends in April 2012.  

Three people have submitted interest forms to join the OCAPIA. 

 

After discussion regarding diversifying the cultural make-up of the 

Commission, it was agreed that Commissioner Suzuki would make a 

recommendation to the Governor’s office for Michelle Vlach-Ing with 

Jennifer Kleskie a strong 2
nd

 candidate. 

 

ACTION: Lucy Baker will send out the candidates’ interest forms to the 

Commission. 

 

Acting Chair Mamaril opened nominations from the floor for Chair and 

Vice Chair. 

 

Commissioner Watanabe nominated Carol Suzuki as Chair. 

Commissioner Watanabe nominated Stephen Ying as Vice Chair. 

 

There were no other nominations from the floor.  

 

The vote was held: 

 Carol Suzuki was elected Chair 

 Stephen Ying was elected Vice Chair.  

 

The OCAPIA congratulated their new officers and they took their positions 

immediately. 

 

Carol thanked Simeon Mamaril for his leadership as Acting Chair of 

OCAPIA during the spring and summer. 

 

The next OCAPIA meeting will be held at the end of September. 

 

Chair Suzuki requested the OAC Office send email reminders for all items it 

needs from OCAPIA including Commissioner photos and bios to update 

their website, and Key Performance Measure information. 

 

IV. The meeting adjourned at 2:22pm by common consent. 

 

 

 


