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Good Afternoon,

You are receiving this email because of your interest in the Disability Emergency Management Advisory Council (DEMAC) of Oregon. You can find more information about DEMAC and its role in COVID-19 state response in the attached draft document. We know that the current situation related to COVID-19 creates unique and urgent challenges for Oregonians with disabilities and their families. Starting this week, DEMAC weekly emails will be sent out every Friday. These emails will update you on COVID-19 statewide activities and to provide resources for people with disabilities.


Is there something DEMAC should know about?

If you have resources to share for future weekly emails, or questions/concerns, please send these to: oregon.masscare@state.or.us. Please put ‘DEMAC’ in the subject line so we can identify your email.


General Updates

FEMA Region 10 (Alaska, Oregon, Idaho, Washington)
On March 29, 2020 President Trump approved Oregon’s disaster declaration, which makes federal assistance available to the state, local, and tribal governments. This assistance, under Category B of FEMA’s Public Assistance Program, includes expenses for accessible communication for the whole community, including people with disabilities, people with limited English proficiency, and others with access and functional needs.

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act was signed by President Trump on March 27, 2020. More information on what this means for older adults and people with disabilities can be found on the Administration for Community Living (ACL) webpage: https://acl.gov/news-and-events/announcements/supporting-community-living-during-covid-19-cares-act-and-civil. 

Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS)
DHS leads the Oregon Mass Care Operations Team (MCOT) which consists of over 20 state agencies, non-governmental organizations and federal partners. DEMAC’s activation was at the request of MCOT. Work within the MOCT covers whole community challenges not directly related to the medical aspects of COVID 19. Focused work includes prevention of abuse and neglect, impacts on homeless, vulnerable, and marginalized populations. State guidance and policies for in-home care and residential settings (facilities or group homes) continue to evolve and change as the pandemic progresses. DHS continues to communicate with consumers and providers. Visit DHS’ COVID-19 webpage for more information at: https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/COVID-19/Pages/Home.aspx.

Oregon Health Authority (OHA) 
OHA continues to create health guidance in support of Governor Brown’s Stay Home, Save Lives order. Continue to visit the OHA COVID-19 webpage for health-related information at https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19. 

*NEW* ASL COVID-19 videos have now been posted to the OHA website. You can find them under “Video Series in ASL” in the Community Resources section.


Disability Community Concerns

Oregon disability rights and advocacy organizations have sent a joint letter to Governor Brown regarding the needs of people with disabilities during the COVID-19 pandemic. Read the full letter at: https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/03312020_covid19_dro_aclu_fact_oregon_osac_to_govbrown.pdf. Two of the major issues that have been raised by the disability community in the past few weeks are:

1. The availability of ASL interpretation at all state briefings and press conferences
We have heard the concerns about the lack of ASL interpretation at state briefings and press conferences. OHA and DHS are actively working with federal and state partners, as well as disability organizations, to develop guidance so that ASL interpretation is available and implemented correctly at all state briefings and press conferences moving forward. We are also engaging with county emergency management to guide and support accessible communication and other activities at the local level.

The Oregon Association of the Deaf has sent an open letter to Governor Brown regarding ASL interpretation. Read the full letter at: https://oad1921.org/article/orid-wrote-open-letter-gov-kate-brown.

1. Concerns about medical rationing
There have been several medical rationing reports from around the country that have raised concern within the disability community. On March 24, Disability Rights Oregon sent a letter to Governor Kate Brown urging her to take immediate action to protect Oregonians with disabilities from unlawful rationing of healthcare during the COVID-19 pandemic. Read the full letter at: https://droregon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020.03.24-COVID-19-Gov-Brown-Health-Care-Rationing.pdf. 

There is a lot of work being done at the state by different agencies. One group, led by DHS, is tasked to monitor reports and address concerns regarding abuse and neglect from around the state. This includes concerns related to medical rationing and other forms of abuse and neglect in older adults, children, and people with disabilities. 


Updates from Statewide Disability Organizations 

Many statewide disability organizations have been tracking COVID-19 developments closely and working to understand how the people they represent are affected. These organizations have identified strategies to address common issues that people with disabilities are experiencing:
1. Advocating for accessible and up-to-date information
1. Advocating for telehealth services
1. Using exiting tools to help people to continue to make their own choices (Charting the LifeCourse and Person-Centered Thinking)
1. Working to address specific issues raised by those who need and provide personal care supports
1. Supporting investments in healthcare and developing new Social Housing models


Where can you get more information?

Oregon Health Authority Calls

1. Community Calls: Every Wednesday 

Meeting Objective: This call will be focused on providing support and guidance on your needs and concerns related to COVID-19. 

HOW TO JOIN THE MEETING – sign up at the appropriate link below. You'll receive an e-mail with the phone number and other connection details after you register.
English: Every Wednesday; 1pm - 2pm https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8718693306682448141  
Español: Cada miércoles; 2:30pm - 3:30pm https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3646194268473174029  

1. Regional Listening Sessions: Every other Friday (April 10, April 24)

Meeting Objective: This call will be focused on hearing from community partners about needs, concerns and solutions related to COVID-19. 

HOW TO JOIN THE MEETING - Please register for the region(s) you serve.
1. Central and Eastern Oregon Registration Link; 12:00pm - 12:45pm; Baker, Crook, Deschutes, Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Hood River, Jefferson, Klamath, Lake, Malheur, Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, Wasco, Wheeler; 
1. Central Coast and Southwest Oregon Registration Link; 1:00pm - 1:45pm; Coos, Curry, Douglas, Jackson, Josephine, Lane, Lincoln; 
1. Northwest Oregon Registration Link; 2:00pm - 3:00pm; Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Linn, Marion, Multnomah, Polk, Tillamook, Washington, Yamhill; 

You'll receive an e-mail with the phone number and other connection details after you register.

Food Resources Webinar

1. Oregon’s Food Resources: COVID-19 Pandemic Webinar Series 

Meeting Objective: How do you find the food resources you need during the COVID-19 pandemic? This upcoming webinar series will answer your questions about food resources during this COVID-19 pandemic.

Join us from 12 P.M. – 12:30 P.M. on each of these days:
1. Monday, April 6th - How 2-1-1 and other resources can help you find food.
1. Wednesday, April 8th - More about 2-1-1 and how can they help you?
1. Monday, April 13th - The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Oregon Food Bank Food Finder.
1. Wednesday, April 15th - OSU Extension Services and Food Hero recipes!
1. Monday, April 20th - Farmers Markets SNAP Match and other resources.

Link to Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/869177337; Meeting ID: 869 177 337

These webinars will also be live streamed on the OHSU UCEDD Community Partners Council (CPC) Facebook page. All webinars will be real-time captioned and recorded versions will be available on the OHSU UCEDD website. 


Additional COVID-19 resources can be found at:

1. Oregon Office of Emergency Management’s COVID-19 webpage: https://oregon-coronavirus-geo.hub.arcgis.com/  
1. Oregon Governor’s Office COVID-19 webpage: https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19
1. For local resources, always call 211 (TTY: call 711) or text your ZIP code to 898211


Stay well, Oregon!

Warmly,
Anna

Anna Feigum (she/her/hers)
Emergency Services Coordinator
Oregon Department of Human Services Emergency Management
ESF 6 – Mass Care; ESF 11 – Food & Water
anna.feigum@state.or.us
503-510-9361 (Text & Voice)
LinkedIn
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