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Good Morning,

You are receiving this email because of your interest in the Disability Emergency Management Advisory Council (DEMAC) of Oregon. We know that the current situation related to COVID-19 creates unique and urgent challenges for Oregonians with disabilities and their families. This week’s email gives updates on COVID-19 statewide activities as well as resources for people with disabilities. You are free to share any and all information from these emails. Others interested in being added to this listserv to receive DEMAC updates, please email anna.feigum@state.or.us. Please put ‘DEMAC’ in the subject line so Anna can identify your email.


Is there something DEMAC should know about?

If you have resources to share for future weekly emails, or questions/concerns, please send these to: oregon.masscare@state.or.us. Please put ‘DEMAC’ in the subject line so we can identify your email.


General Updates

DEMAC 

The Oregon Guidance for People with Disabilities has been posted: https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le2291.pdf. It can also be found on the OHA COVID-19 website: https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19, under the ‘Resources for the Community’ section, in the ‘Individuals and Families’ tab. Please share this document widely!

Significant input to this guidance was provided by the DEMAC.

Current issues of interest for the DEMAC:
1. Computer and internet access for older populations and people with disabilities
1. Hospital support information and mental health resources 
1. Concerns from the Deaf and Hard of Hearing community
(Read the Portland Mercury on how Deaf and Hard of Hearing Oregonians are watching the usual barriers to equal access grow more pronounced during the coronavirus pandemic: https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2020/04/07/28258839/for-deaf-oregonians-covid-19-is-compounding-existing-challenges.)


FEMA Region 10 (Alaska, Oregon, Idaho, Washington)

Over the past week, FEMA Region 10 has been working with Army Corps of Engineers to prepare alternate care sites to take the burden from hospitals should that become necessary. While these planning activities are underway, current hospital capacity in Oregon is sufficient. There is also a focused effort on getting and delivering Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), which is in high demand and short supply around the world.

Linguabee is offering free VRI access at COVID-19 test sites for the Deaf community: https://www.linguabee.com/covid19. Information is also attached to this email.


Oregon Office of Emergency Management (OEM) – State Agency Responsible for Coordinating the Emergency Management System in Oregon

OEM daily briefings, with ASL interpretation, are posted on the OEM COVID-19 webpage: https://oregon-coronavirus-geo.hub.arcgis.com/. 

On this webpage you will also find:
1. How to make a donation, offer services, and volunteer
1. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) allocation information
1. GIS data related to COVID-19 cases and PPE shipment tracking
1. Resource links


Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS) – ESF 6/11: Mass Care/Food & Water

The Mass Care Operations Team (MCOT) continues work on county and state agency unmet needs related to:
1. Marginalized and disproportionately impacted populations, including migrant farm workers, individuals who are homeless, and people with disabilities
1. Prevention of abuse and neglect
1. Food resources and the supply chain
1. Unemployment claims and employment barriers
1. Housing, including rentals and evictions
1. Childcare and education

DHS continues to coordinate with OHA in addressing COVID-19 cases in long term care facilities around the state. Visit the DHS COVID-19 webpage for programmatic updates: https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/COVID-19/Pages/Home.aspx. On this webpage you will find information related to:

1. Food and Cash Help (SNAP & TANF)
1. Employment Related Day Care
1. DHS Employment Services
1. Children and Foster Family Support
1. Community Partner Information
1. Information for Support Professionals
1. Keep Informed
1. Long-Term Care Facilities
1. Medical Help
1. Older Adults and People with Disabilities
1. Stigma and Discrimination


Oregon Health Authority (OHA) – ESF 8: Health & Medical

OHA continues to create health guidance in support of Governor Brown’s Stay Home, Save Lives order. Continue to visit the OHA COVID-19 webpage for health-related information at https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19. 

Recently, there has been a lot of discussion and questions regarding the use of homemade masks or face coverings for use in public to prevent the spread of COVID-19. OHA has released guidance on homemade masks: https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le2288K.pdf. It is important to remember that homemade masks are not a substitute for what we know works well (social distancing, hand washing, etc.).

See CDC guidance on making masks: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html. 


Disability Community Concerns

Members of the disability community, including DEMAC, raised concerns regarding health care rationing. The Oregon Treatment Guidelines Relating to Non-Discrimination in Medical Treatment for COVID-19 states that, 

“Whether during the COVID-19 pandemic or a future health crisis, the Oregon disability community is protected from discrimination in care by clear federal and state statutes and guidance frameworks, including the Oregon Crisis Care Guidance, (published in 2018), which state public health officials, health care leaders and experts in public health, law and ethics, collaborated to develop in preparation for a pandemic. These treatment guidelines remind all of Oregon’s health care providers, facilities, and insurers: it is illegal for health care providers to ration care based on a person’s disability status, under both federal and state law.” 

Read the full document here: https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le2288R.pdf  


Updates from Statewide Disability Organizations 

Attached is a resource list, contributed to by members of DEMAC and other disability organizations, and includes a wide variety of state and local resources that may be useful during this time.


Where can you get more information?

1. For updated health and medical-related information visit OHA’s COVID-19 webpage: https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19. 

1. For non-health and medical information, such as information regarding employment, food resources, education, childcare, etc., go to the Governor’s COVID-19 webpage: https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19. 

1. For local resources, always call 211 (TTY: call 711) or text your ZIP code to 898211


Webinars & Calls

*NEW* Oregon Deaf and Hard of Hearing Online Q &A (also see attachment)

Objective: This online Q & A is for Deaf and hard of hearing Oregonians to get up-to-date information in a Deaf and hard of hearing friendly meeting. A certified Deaf-hearing interpreter team and CART will be provided. 

Friday, April 17
1:00-2:30pm

There is a limit of 100 spaces available. Please register only if you are Deaf or hard of hearing and live in Oregon. The town hall will be recorded and posted for others to view after the fact. 

Register in advance at: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAqceGhqTwsZmtxZynPSyokhTWW9s2fEw.


[bookmark: _Hlk37252856]*NEW* Oregon Home Care Commission: Online “COVID-Ready Caregiver Course” 

Audience: This course is offered nationwide to many different types of healthcare providers, including those who work in hospitals, facilities, and in homes like family caregivers and homecare and personal support workers. 

1. Available through April 17, 2020
1. The class takes 2.5 hours to complete (can be accessed on smartphones, tablets, and computers)

What to expect?
This course features Dr. Vin Gupta who is a nationally recognized  COVID-19 expert. Dr. Vin Gupta, a pulmonary and intensive care physician who is a medical faculty member affiliated with the University of Washington and a medical contributor to NBC News. This course offers expert-led COVID-19 video modules that will provide you with tools, resources and knowledge to work safer during this season.

Register:  https://or-hcc.org/ 
Link on how to log-in to the Registry for the first time:  https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/de2820.pdf 

Questions? TRAINING.OHCC@State.OR.US


Oregon Health Authority Calls

1. Community Calls: Every Wednesday 

Meeting Objective: This call will be focused on providing support and guidance on your needs and concerns related to COVID-19. 

HOW TO JOIN THE MEETING – sign up at the appropriate link below. You'll receive an e-mail with the phone number and other connection details after you register.
English: Every Wednesday; 1pm - 2pm https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8718693306682448141  
Español: Cada miércoles; 2:30pm - 3:30pm https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3646194268473174029  

1. Regional Listening Sessions: Every other Friday (April 10, April 24)

Meeting Objective: This call will be focused on hearing from community partners about needs, concerns and solutions related to COVID-19. 

HOW TO JOIN THE MEETING - Please register for the region(s) you serve.
1. Central and Eastern Oregon Registration Link; 12:00pm - 12:45pm; Baker, Crook, Deschutes, Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Hood River, Jefferson, Klamath, Lake, Malheur, Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, Wasco, Wheeler; 
1. Central Coast and Southwest Oregon Registration Link; 1:00pm - 1:45pm; Coos, Curry, Douglas, Jackson, Josephine, Lane, Lincoln; 
1. Northwest Oregon Registration Link; 2:00pm - 3:00pm; Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Linn, Marion, Multnomah, Polk, Tillamook, Washington, Yamhill; 

You'll receive an e-mail with the phone number and other connection details after you register.

Food Resources Webinar

1. Oregon’s Food Resources: COVID-19 Pandemic Webinar Series 

Meeting Objective: How do you find the food resources you need during the COVID-19 pandemic? This upcoming webinar series will answer your questions about food resources during this COVID-19 pandemic.

Join us from 12 P.M. – 12:30 P.M. on each of these days:
1. Monday, April 13th - The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Oregon Food Bank Food Finder.
1. Wednesday, April 15th - OSU Extension Services and Food Hero recipes!
1. Monday, April 20th - Farmers Markets SNAP Match and other resources.

Link to Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/869177337; Meeting ID: 869 177 337

These webinars will also be live streamed on the OHSU UCEDD Community Partners Council (CPC) Facebook page. All webinars will be real-time captioned and recorded versions will be available on the OHSU UCEDD website. 


Stay well!

Warmly,
Anna


Anna Feigum (she/her/hers)
Emergency Services Coordinator
Oregon Department of Human Services Emergency Management
ESF 6 – Mass Care; ESF 11 – Food & Water
anna.feigum@state.or.us
(w) 503-510-9361
LinkedIn
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