Oregon Health Sciences University and Portland Community College
Receive HIT Curriculum Grants from the US Department of Health and
Human Services

On April 2, the US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced grant
awards totaling $84 million to 16 universities and junior colleges across the country to
support the training and development of more than 50,000 new health IT
professionals. In Oregon, Oregon Health Sciences University (OHSU) and Portland
Community College (PCC) were included in these American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant awards. These awards are part of the $2 billion effort
to achieve widespread meaningful use of health IT and move toward the national goal
of an electronic health record for each person in the United States by 2014.

OHSU will be receiving $5.8 million through two stimulus grants:

The first grant is a $3.1 million training grant to train 160 certificate and master's
students in their informatics graduate program over the next 3 years.

The second grant is for $2.7 million to fund OHSU as one of five Curriculum
Development Centers charged with developing curricula for identified community
colleges to train students in informatics and health IT. In addition, OHSU was selected
to be the National Training and Dissemination Center housing the curricula on a web
site and training community college faculty in its use. This grant includes partnerships
with Portland Community College (PCC), Mt. Hood Community College, Lane
Community College, and Umpqua Community College.

PCC will also be receiving funding through the Community College Consortia Program,
which provides assistance to five regional consortia of 70 community colleges across
the country. PCC is part of the Bellevue College Consortia, and will receive $625,000
to partner over the next two years with Mt. Hood, Lane, Umpqua, and Blue Mountain
Community Colleges to train and place 300 health IT workers. Each college will create
non-degree training programs that can be completed in six months or less.

In line with the intent of the Recovery Act, these grants will create jobs in Oregon by
training people for key jobs in the health IT industry. These jobs will help support the
adoption of electronic health records and the expansion of health information
exchange in Oregon, providing additional resources to accelerate health reform
efforts.



