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FACTS ABOUT LIBRARIES IN OREGON

* Oregonians use their libraries. Oregon ranks Aritle nation in per capita circulation of books atiter
materials from public libraries. Every day, onaage, about 133,000 books, CDs and videos are etiemkt
from Oregon’s 130 public libraries.

* The average Oregonian checks out over 14 bookggaerfrom a public library, a figure that is abbwice the
national average.

* In 2004 a statewide survey revealed that 64% of@rians had used their public library in the pastryand 42%
of Oregonians had used their public library in plast month.

» Public libraries play an important role in the edlimn of Oregon’s children. Annual attendancesabrytime”
programs, summer reading programs and other ligmaxgrams for children is nearly 1.1 million.

» Public libraries are a bargain. The average antngtlin Oregon is only $42 per capita — less thamverage
cost of two hardcover books.

* Ninety-nine percent of the cost of public libragngces are borne by local governments — citieanties and
districts — from property tax and other income sesr

* Even though the State of Oregon has the primaporesbility to fund education in the state, pultilicaries
receive the equivalent of only 16¢ per capita atesfunding compared to the national average @0bfter capita.

* Public libraries are committed to getting the imfation citizens need, regardless of where the imfdion is
located. Oregon ranks second in the nation in tmeber of interlibrary loans borrowed for publicrilpy
customers per capita.

» College and university libraries also do an outditagn job of sharing their library resources. Thdi® Casade
Alliance library catalog provides access to 26 ignillbooks and other holdings of all of the majcademic
libraries in both Oregon and Washington that altlehts and faculty may borrow and have deliverati¢o
campuses. Sharing library resources avoids needigdication and saves million of dollars on ligraurchases.

» Oregon has some of the finest library facilitiesha U. S. Since 1990, 93 public libraries anad8ge and
university libraries have been newly built or exgead. All of the libraries in the Oregon Univers@ystem have
been newly built or expanded in the past decade tvé exception of the Pierce Library at EOU.

» School libraries are endangered in Oregon. Cuyehere are only 433 school librarians to sen&9@ schools,
and more school libraries will be run by aides aoldinteers if school funding does not improve.

* There are only 103 schools that meet the requiresydrine Oregon Quality Education model for adégsahool
library staffing and expenditures on books and ofibeary resources.
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