
10/5/06

 
 
 
 

FACTS ABOUT LIBRARIES IN OREGON 

 

• Oregonians use their libraries.  Oregon ranks 2nd in the nation in per capita circulation of books and other 
materials from public libraries.  Every day, on average, about 133,000 books, CDs and videos are checked out 
from Oregon’s 130 public libraries. 

 
• The average Oregonian checks out over 14 books per year from a public library, a figure that is about twice the 

national average. 
 
• In 2004 a statewide survey revealed that 64% of Oregonians had used their public library in the past year, and 42% 

of Oregonians had used their public library in the past month. 
 
• Public libraries play an important role in the education of Oregon’s children.  Annual attendance at “storytime” 

programs, summer reading programs and other library programs for children is nearly 1.1 million. 
 
• Public libraries are a bargain.  The average annual cost in Oregon is only $42 per capita — less than the average 

cost of two hardcover books. 
 
• Ninety-nine percent of the cost of public library services are borne by local governments — cities, counties and 

districts — from property tax and other income sources.  
 
• Even though the State of Oregon has the primary responsibility to fund education in the state, public libraries 

receive the equivalent of only 16¢ per capita in state funding compared to the national average of $1.60 per capita. 
 
• Public libraries are committed to getting the information citizens need, regardless of where the information is 

located. Oregon ranks second in the nation in the number of interlibrary loans borrowed for public library 
customers per capita. 

 
• College and university libraries also do an outstanding job of sharing their library resources.  The Orbis Casade 

Alliance library catalog provides access to 26 million books and other holdings of all of the major academic 
libraries in both Oregon and Washington that all students and faculty may borrow and have delivered to their 
campuses.  Sharing library resources avoids needless duplication and saves million of dollars on library purchases. 

 
• Oregon has some of the finest library facilities in the U. S.  Since 1990, 93 public libraries and 18 college and 

university libraries have been newly built or expanded.  All of the libraries in the Oregon University System have 
been newly built or expanded in the past decade with the exception of the Pierce Library at EOU. 

 
• School libraries are endangered in Oregon.  Currently, there are only 433 school librarians to serve 1,290 schools, 

and more school libraries will be run by aides and volunteers if school funding does not improve.   
 
• There are only 103 schools that meet the requirements of the Oregon Quality Education model for adequate school 

library staffing and expenditures on books and other library resources. 
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